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Bhaskara Ravi Varman
'ADMINISTRATIVE SYST

(K. V. RRISHNA AYYAR).

~——

.
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\ J/HEN T.ogan wrote the Malabar Manyl only.one deed of Emperor
‘ Bhaskara Ravi*Varma was available. This was his famous
gta.nti-froin his paldce at Muirikkotu (a@l8leacos’) in the 36th year opposed to the

2nd year (esmeomosenes 800 dage |7m0o00206ng) of his reign to the Jew, Joseph Rabban
(mmmagjouoaaaa Since then a number of inscriptions belongmg to the reign of
Bhasgkara Ravi have eome fo light. Unfortunately it has only complicated matters.

- For the position of Jupiter-given in these inseriptions indicates the existence of
more than one Bhaskara ravi Varma, how many we cannot say, “ If all the

years given,” writes Daniel, “ are taken as regnal we have to postulate four
Perumals of this name ...If we take'all the years as regnal and current we have
to postulate s1x Perumals of thm name :

ek L

2. Brut!hmg aslde the ‘dlscrepanclea in the position of Jupiter, and assam-
ing, till* fnrther research proves actually otherwise, that tbey all belong to one

: makam ‘Ravi Varman and one only, the limits of his reign have been fixed on

the basia of the Sri Vallabhan Kotai—Govardhana Martandan— Bhaskara Ravi
Varmah synchronism and of the astronomical details found in the Tirunelli Copper
Plate of the 43rd year of his reign, in ths T'ravinoore Arehaeologioal Series, as A,
D. 978 and 1036, In the Mampalli Plate of (M E.) Kollam 149 Sri Vellabha,
Kotai ylaigjacdeaosemo ruler of Venad, is found making a grant of some lands
from his Panankevu Palace. Govardhana Martandan swoaismmassmosrwd who
was administering Nanrulainad, made certain arrangements, according to an
inscription of—opposed to the 2nd year of Bhaskara Ravi, for the celebration of
the Pankuni Utram festival instituted at Tirukkatittanam by Sri Vallabhan Kotai
presumably in the same year. In the 14th year of Bhaskara Ravi’s reign
Govardhana Martandan, administering Nanrulainad, was appointed ruler of Venad.
So it is inferred that Bhaskara Ravi Varman must belong to 2nd éentury M. E.

corresponding to tenth century A. C. The Tirunalli Copper Plate, already referred
to, seems to corroborate this. In that year Kunjikutta Varman Atikal Vira
KurUmpura,lya.r Tiruvati granted certain lands for the Pantsradts of Tirunellip-
perumal in the presence of the Seven Hundred of Muttakura, temple servants,
Itankai Vellalar, other people of Kurunurmya.ng,tu and king’s officers on Wednes-
day, 8th Mina, Utram, when Jupiter was in Talam. @ewewild allwosedo dlnsmo
QA AQSHAINBO ajBMITE 2omI0 mIMIve ml@eme]l QecsdaIsgm Wlemo &alg sl
2001@ olmame|loarizadtas Klom eaimiloslos QToMoFIwId manddl emmoailnses
MR 1 &S @998 Wea 1096 Blaech BRS)A8SOTOD QOMGZAAIYS OM> &smileesa an
®mowlm enslate allsaasoanesowoto maslmSlassonmdlood gomwamnoltd agPayoo

Qimo aldly HHSVWMIVWPSH: SAUSAONWOSOT  H:A0HADOPMISA BN GOS0 GOSN
$ejer 1Sl onoF0 REBWo afloatlwess! alivcd allsvovass]
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3. Taking Eltuchenra to mean ‘after’ the ‘eighth’ that is ‘ninth’ the late
Diwan Bahadur L. D. Swamikkannu Pillai came to the eonclusion that the year
in question must be A.D.I1020-21. Deducting 43 from it he arrived at A. D.
978 as the initial year of Bhaskara Ravi’s reign. Interpreting E#tu chenra as the
‘eighth,” Daniel holds that the copper plate under reference must be eithex A. D.
571 or 666. Without any of the data furnished by these later inseriptions. Logan,
- on the authority of certain Jewish records, assigned the deed to the end of the
seventh and the beginning of the eighth century A. C. Whatever the date, the
inscriptions have a value of their own as giving us a picture of Kerala in the
century to which they belong.

4. The inscriptions bearing Bhaskars Ravi’s regnal years have been found
from Tirukkatittanam near Changanasseri in Trava ncore to Tirunelli in Wynad,
Bhaskara Ravi therefore must have been the suzerain lord of the whole of the
present British. Malabar, Cochin, and northern  Travancore. As we find him
appointing Govardhana Martandan as the ruler of Venad, Southern Travancore

- also must have obeyed his authority, We do noet know where he had his capital.
The largest number of his inseriptions come from Tirukkatittanam, Tirukkakarai
and Tirunelli. So these places have s claim to be regarded as having been his head-
Quarters. We have only one deed referring to Cranganur. And it is referred to as
Muyirikkotu, not as Tiruvanjikkulam, which had been the capital of the Samgam
Ceras. So in all probability by the time of Bhaskara Ravi, Thiruvanjikkulam
bad lost its importance. ‘ -

5. This vast empire consisted of two  parts—states ruled by hereditary
governors called Utasyv.r(aooswaid) similar to our Native. States and territories
directly administered by imperial officers, corresponding to our British India.
Utaiyavar literally means one who has Utama (2s2). In Bhaskara Ravi's grant
ta Joseph Rabban, a number of his Utztyvars appear as attestors. They are
Govardhana Martandan of Venad Kotai Cirukantan of Venavalinad, Manviyan of
Eralanad, [rayiran Cattan of Valluvanad and Kotai Ravi of Netumpuraiyurnadi
(near Tirukkakkarai). ®@qys] endleaic eaimos *aasw swoaicmmasemomedd 2o |s)
endleaicd eameakriimis’ens® ©s00small@amzad mgjs’lm(ﬂomn% ag)0O2MISHHSW
aomeaaieizomailw pg|Sleecleaid aiggamisasw REowlombalocmad maislendleal
B @MSeapnogdMISens® ea0sevmoall We do not know what exactly the ob-
" ligations of the feudatories and the prerogatives of the suzerain power were. As
Bhaskara Ravi is recorded to have recognised Govardhana Martandan as the Utas-
yavar of Venad, such imperial recognition might have been necessary hefore a
feudatory could succeed to his rights. And asthe great feudatories appear as
attestors in the imperial grant to Joseph Rabban the emperor does not seem to
have done anything important without the knowledge and tacit concurrence of his
feudatories. In fact, common prudence, if nothing else, would make him secure
the approval of his feudatories for important acts of state. We find Vira Raghava
Chakravarthi (Qllosteciaiaigianil) another emperor, similarly granting privileges
to Iravi Kartan, in the presence of the representatives of Covaram and Panniyur;
and Venad, Odunad, Frnad and Vallavanad. aiad-lgd &Sleoawe eanaloslotage
QIS0 R0SMITe MRAWAISHOM00. aFoMFe AISLAIN0Ge EROIWESSEOD 0.

6. For the Government of the nads directly under the emperor there was a
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regular hierarchy of officers... Erom an inseription of the 14th year we get an idea
of these imperial officials. At the head appears the ‘Koyiladhikari’ saocdleiail@os)
corresponding to the Diwan in ‘our Native State, then the ‘Naduvali’ or the Dist-
riet Officer, next to him the ‘Valkaivalumavariaess’aaogaaid), his subordinate,
and last the ‘Attaikkolvar (809950&0000108) corresponding 10 our Amsam Adhik-
ari and Menon, whose duty it was to collect the annual dues from the imperial
domaing ~ 0@0iei) 3dl@teas’ R@aIneTealFlan] HaldMe MISANPAISE alatdlas]
60 MREDJHIMPe QI0F HAINIYRAISE SVAKSD] WONESHHD SI6MPo EROHSH &0 HElo
®a10me gsemsee (T. A. S., V. 178). As a rule the ‘Koyiladhikari’ was a prinee of
the blood royal. Sometimes persons specially empowered by the king or his ‘Kovi-
ladhikari,” corresponding to our Royal Commissioners, were sent out on special
missions. Thus in an inspection of the 33rd year, Soravellur Irvvikkanni and
Kulamangala the 8ri Kumaran Narayanan were sent as imperial agents to record a
Thirtmukam (omaee). as the imperial commands were called, on stone. 2O ol®
Ba0 Mosloatppasall@iatmaenmolQwot saoniled)&odl®8ow amiemasgilemd

«05leajsonagedpoallaegyie @8200RI0D (T &20EMMILIWMA.

7, This inscription is of interest in another way also. Tt has been said that
land tax was unknown in'Kerala before the British ocoupation. ‘But if by ‘tax’
we mean & payment to the government for carrying on its duties of protection.
taxes were not unknown in ancient days.. According to this ‘Tiramukam’ the
people of Nanrulainad were required to pay every year 80 ‘Kalams’ of paddy to
the Koyiladhikarikal” They are protected however against the avarice of the
unscrupulous and corrupt official agents by the proviso that they are not to pay
anything else whatsoever. 6&00lei0dl®061H0B®T™ 26008a da|SWe OISO HSOHOD
@og).  Out of this'we learn from another inscription of this year (T.A 8. IT- 33).
the ‘Valumavar of anrulainad was to receive 12 ‘Kalams’ of paddy as his share.
This represents the ‘Pativaram’ which according to Sathanu Ravi's grant is to be
collected by Anjuvannam an4 Manikramam, while the 80 ‘Kalams’ of paddy repre-
sent the ‘Kopativoram’ to be paid to the ‘Koyiladhikari’ In these respects the
arrangements of Bhaskara Ravi Varman’s empire seem to resemble the financial
arrangements of British India before the reforms of 1919 and 1935, when the
provincial governments received each its share from the imperial government.
Paranthetically the inscriptions of Bhagkara Ravi Varman as numerous other
inseriptions of ancient days show us show that the ‘Kanom’ was not anything
mysterious dating from Parasurama’s ‘days but a gold coin between the ‘Pon’ and
the Kalanju.' The much debated ‘Kanam’ tenure was in origin nothing more
than a form of tenancy in which the tenant had given so many ‘Kanams’ as ‘Mun-
pattam’ (®010g0) or advance rent. It is distinguished from ‘Verumpattam’ (eiacie
§°) in which no such advance had been made,

8. Another feature to be noted is the central authority does not seem to
have trusted to its officials only for the government of the ‘nads’ directly adminis-
tered by it. With the local chief we find associated the local community also—
generally referred according to the number of Nayars comprising it—for the sup-
ervision of the grants made to the temples. Thus, the Tirunelli Copper Plate of
the 46th year places the responsibility of carrying out the objects of the grant on
the Five Hundred and Five Thousand, while In a 1iruvanvandur grant of Sri
Vallabhan Kotai the Three Hundred are to supervise his arrangements along with
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the ‘anrulainadu Valumavar, eje@ecslemos’ eramonalsss mopaloalsss aldlaje
ar5leesomomd MadasHemIS aifacid gMpooaime &My ©alejon asailwod,

(T. A. S, 1T, 28),

MODESTY.

here are only a few, who have not been proposed as a match for

1 Sreemathi Kamala Bai. Being the only daughter of a pensioned

Deputy Collector, she gathered round her all pomp and luxury that weslth can

command, At the University College, Trivandrum, she was the mirror of fashion.

The colour of her costume, the nature of its cut were all copied by others without
any hesitation. Quite puffed up ehe held others in contempt.

Officers of the Police and Kxcise Departments, were anathema to her.
Barrister Radhakrishnan stammered in his speeches. And Mr. Sudhakaran Nair.
was wanting in veracity. Doctor Madhu had a sickly complexion, and the Advocate
Babu Dwarakanath, was not of a respectable family. In these days of man
shortage such criticisms sound rather strange.-

But her kind and considerate father never argued with her but always hit
upon fresh plans. Retiring to Franakulam, a Sea Port Town, he bought for
himself and his daughter a grand bungalow and added to it a mimic park with grass
beds and flower pots, laid out with picturesque taste and care. The sequestered
tank reflecting majestic trees like the sweet scented ‘Seresha’, the thorny
‘Accasia’, no doubt added to the sgolemn pomp of the place. "Flowers and
Fruits and beautiful plants growing in abundance on a commanding site made
the park look like a little paradise. KEvery convenience was provided for
indoor games and a decent plot was soon laid cut for tennis. Rooms were also
set apart for studious retirement, with ample facilities for the wearied eyes to
gaze at the unwearied ocean, the twin immensities—the sky and the sea—and the

eternal, endless movement and agitation of the waves. He put no restraint upon-

~ his guests, who invariably happened to be young men with decent start in' life,
and with hospitality introduced them to his daughter who was in the bloom of her
‘youth, e also provided means for enjoyment, leaving every one to partake of
the pleasures according to his inclination. By this Mr, Sankaran Tampi hoped,
that acquaintance should soon rlpen into love, Parents of course have tricks. But
they often overlook their daughter’s ways and attitudes to young men.

Doctor Madanamohan F'. R. C. S. returned from London after a brilliant

academic career. Blessed with the threefold acquisitions of lovely form, learn-

ing and lordly birth, he was indeed the pride of his community. Returning from

the continent he was anxjous to spend a few days in his country residence.
This Mr. Thampi came to know and took timeby the forlock to extend an
invitation to the young man whose father was an old friend of his The young
Doctor was cordially received. There was then at ‘Kamalalayam’ besides
Kamala, one Lakshmi a near but unclaimed relative of the former. In these
days it is not & magzing to find people with untold wealth disclaiming all relation-
ship with poorer and humbler classes.
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Being the Secretary of the Women’s Indian Association, Kamala was out
one day to take part in a meeting. As was the custom Lakshmi was left behind
to look after the house Of a pious and philosophic mood, she was dclighted in the
evenings to roam about in the garden, watehing every tender bud and herb. Dr.
Madana Mohan who was noting this with interest entered one day into con-
versation with her. :

“Why gather you these flowers” asked he by way of introduction.

“To worship the Goddess with” was her humble reply.

Madanan—‘‘Do you pray God for happiness.”
Lakshmi—*Every man prays for some object of his desite and he prays be-
cause he must”

Dr. Madanan—*‘I have several objects co achieve: Yet [ do not pray”

Lakshmi—“Every one prays and those that hypocritically hide the fact are
only cleverer than others.”

Dr. Madanan—“Do you then believe I pray like yourself.”

Lakshmi—* Not only yourself but every living being in the world prays. Even
the plants pray like ourselves for health and long life.

The conversation was interrupted at this stage, but it certainly had some
effect on Madanamohan, who to his great relief learned, that she was not at all
a servant-maid but was only treated as such. He had similar conversations
with Kamala, but she talked always on some high topics viz. the activities of
the Liabour party, the necessity of co-education and such other newspaper
nonsense.

Kamala Bai to him represented the mere outward embellishments and
show of fashionable life, while the other who to all intents and purposes passed
for a servant- maid. stood for.genuine Indian culture.

Some ladies when they come out of their colleges, practise the art of
strutting and sighing in foreign fashion. They play a reckless game with all and
the whirgig of time brings on its own revenge. They have their eyes intently
fixed on Mr. Vanity who in after days turns out to be their inveterate Foe.

Dr. Madanamohan after all reached the conclusion that he could find in
an ordinary girl most virtues, that crown womanhood, and no wonder that his
love for Lakshmi grew as days rolled on. :

Thus began the public career of Dr. Madanamohan as an efficient doctor.
In that noble profession he shone as a brilliant star, owing te his integrity, his
high learning, and his conscientions nature. His character was most sublime.
Above all things he was a man of principles. Duty to his mother country was
his watch word. He was no less remarkable for his solid pity than for his learn-
ing and professional abilites, With all his learning and wisdom, he was never
proud nor haughty. Ever grounded in humility he led an ideal social life.
And Laksbhmi the simple girl ever adorned his hearth and heart.

P. Chandrasekharan Nair
Junior Intermediate.
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With silvered beard and wrinkled brow,
The sage of age advances slow
Slowly he comes but surely too,

OLD AGE. if
ﬂ

Youth and health to bring to woe. 5
Himself unseen with unseen hands,

He feels a man in vernal bloom; {
With Dismayed eyes his Victim sees

His .beauty gone and no more his. ?3
Swiftly pass off months and years, ]
With them goes the spring-time of lives, : {
When all at once we see ourselves 5
Unfit for work and nigh our graves.

But those whose ways have e'er been just, [
And who in youth have worked with zest-
Old age will bring them peace and rest, %
lj
5‘.’5
5

Their deeds perish not in the dust.

K. P. Narayana Menon
(Senior Inter.)
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“SAFE IN THE POLICE CAP"

Kumar was reclining in his armchair one day, scanning that morning’s
newspaper. One item of news rather startled him. It ranthus ‘“Kesavan,
. eonvicted and sentenced to 7 years R. I., for bank robbery, eseaped yesterday,
from Vellore Central Jail. The Police are after him’.

- Kumar thought of those events, that happened 3 years ago, when he was
a clerk, and Kesavan, a peon in the bank. They were very intimate. Once they
had a heart to heart talk, and fixed up an enterprise, to commit & robbery in
the bank. The plan was very carefully thought out, and the bank was robbed
without ‘any suspicion. They shared 10,000 Rupees equally, and also some
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jewels. But a costly and brilliant diamond, Which they could not share, occasion-
ed a hitch. Many hot words passed between them. In the end Kumar kept it
for himself, Kesavan was unsatisfied, and vowed vengeance on him. As is natural,
suspicion fell on some innocent persons, and they were teased and troubled, all

the time, culprits enjoying peace and security. The case was almost given up
as undetectable.

According to the saying ‘Murder will be out’ some time later, Kesavan,
under the influence of drink, blurted out. some words about the robbery. The
Police got wind of it. When they made a searh of his house, they recovered
the major portion of his half-share, and inquired of him about the other half.

Kesavan implicated Kumar also. But when the Police searched his house, they

could not get any tinge of evidence. He was too clever for them. Yet the
Police charged him alsc.

Kumar engaged a clever lawyer, who smashed the put up direct evidence
against Kumar, . by his cross examination. He argued that his respectable
client had only Kesavan's statement against him, who was admittedly a thief
and an enemy of Kumar, as proved by evidence. Kumar was therefore acquitted, -
and Kesavan got 7 years hard labour.

Lhe bank authorities dispensed with Kumar’s aerviées, and so he retired
to his native village. But before going to jail, Kesavan had vowed vengeance
against him again, for cheating him of the diamond, and also for Kumar’s clever

escape from the hands of law. As soon as he returned from Jail, he said he
would see to it, and take revenge upon him.

It was this ever recurring thought, that troubled a doubly guilty mind,
when he read the announcement in the paper. ;

He called his wife ‘My dear! what are we to do? That devil has got

loose, and he may be upon us at any moment. How can we safely keep the
diamond?”.

Being a resourceful woman, she thought for a while and said-*Keeping
it in the house might endanger our lives as he is clever and strong. So we
must remove it to some other place of safety’.

- Kumar—“ we. can’t trust any body. It isa costly diamond, and its
antecedent— — —’’ and after a short break added, “unless we are very cautious,

we are likely to lose it, or lose our reputation, and security. along with it.
Think out therefore a very safe place’.

Wife—*“1 have an idea. Our maid-servant’s brother is a Policeman.
A POLICE CAP is the safest place on earth”. '

Kumar, “But we can’t give it to him. Suppose he fails to return it, we -

can’t make a complaint. If the Police authorities come to know of it, there will
be trouble”.



She—* We need not give it to him or let him know where it is lodged.
Leave it to me, and I shall manage it cleverly. I shall ask the maid-servant,
to bring his police cap, to us, saying that it is reqmred for the purpose of staging
a drama —. Now you know, I'am sn adept in stitching. T shall stitch ‘the gem
into the cap, so cleverly that no one will be able to find it out. After
wards, when we want it back. we can ask her again, for it, and take it back’.

Kumar:—“Ah! a capital idea! My dear! you are 4 genius!”

Everything was done accordingly, and even the policeman did not know
that he was carrying a treasure always!

A few weeks later, when Kumar was reading the paper, he saw another
announeement!

“The absconding convict Kesavan”.

,The eseaped convict Kesavan, was eaught by a policeman, ﬁnd -brought
back to jail, and given 3 years R. I. more, for trying to eseape.”

Kumaran called his wife and said “My dear! we are safe! The devil has
been caught, and caged again, and three years added to his.sentence, Now you
must get back the Police Cap, and secure our diamond”,

But the Policeman was away on duty, which made them anxious ‘as eom-
ing events cast their shadows before. He had been transferred to another station
some time ago. There were some disturbances somewhere. He was one among
two dozen constables, sent to the scene. In the melee that ensued the poliee
were greatly outnumbered, by the disturbers of the peace, and in the great
scuffle, that arose most of the Policemen lost their Caps, though they were able
to arrest in the end, some people, and return with prestige.

Next morning, the Polieceman, the maid servant’s brother. came and narrated
the incidents in detail to Kumaran and his wife. IHe showed them, his new eap,
supplied by the department, day before and said ‘“Sir! this is a new Cap, muech
finer than the old one, and when you stage any drama, this will be at your
* service,”

But the consternation, that seized Kumaran and his wife can better be
imagined, than described!

Struck dumb with the news they put out their teeth to represent a gmile,
and bade hlm FAREWELL!

P. N. Balskiishiian,
Il University Class,
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- The story of that magic sight.

. Knew nought of those pillars triple

_ And chained Kalinga to Magadha's wheel.
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STUPAS OF ASOKA.

There on a distant hillside nook,
Stood three pillars with golden hook,
None ever ‘ pained’ to learn from beok

All the world and all the people~

But sure there is a grand story appertains
About them shining in majesty.

The’parent of thousand wretched souls
The brother to all unheeded poor

All welcomed his holy radiance;

Our sage king Asoka the great.

‘A man he was to all the country dear’;
And piling fabuloas wealth in a year;
Still many a town he looted with cheer

He found the children cry for parents;,

He found the mother weep for son,

He found the victims with broken limbs,
He felt the havoe wrought by the battle.

Alas! Alas cried the king and flung his precious erown,
Abandoned his jewels and twardy clothes.

With sackeloth and ashes he covered his skin

With a bowl he wandered knowing no Kin.

He wrote a will with golden quill;

For all to take his booty at their will,
He then followed the Buddist creed
Which firmly believed in Ahimsa

He made stupas and staduims

And inscribed rules of Dharma on all
And these three solitary pillars

Now proclaim his glory to all.

C. K. Rajagopal
b 06:

o G A E:g;_—‘vgg :’vmﬂx—:&ﬁm—“mw

e s



10

OURSELVES.

We regret that this number of our magazine could be brought out only
after the re-opaning of the College. Better late than never.

We had our Prize Day on 18-2-46 with N. D. Krishna Rao Esq. I. C. 8.,
District & Sessions Judge, South Malabar in the Chair. Mrs. Krishna Rao gave
away the prizes. The function was very largely attended as usual. After the
reading of the report and the distribution of Prizes, the President delivered his
address in the course of which he referred to the various aspeets of education.
Dewan Bahadur Sri K. V Suryanarayana Ayyar, the President of the Board of
Management, Zamorin’s College, proposed the Votes of thanks The entertainment
part of the programme fulfilled the expectations of the vast audience, and prizes
were awarded to the best actors. The function came to a close at about 10 P. M.

The inevitable end of life is death, and the dread Angel appears among us
at odd moments often laying its icy hand in the most unexpected quarters. Syed
Abdul Gaffoor, our veteran gymnastic instructor passed away on 1-1-1916 at
his residence. At the time of his death he was hale and hearty giving no indication
at all that he was about to leave us. After his morning tea he was about to start
to esllege for his favourite game of cricket, when he fainted all at once and quietly
passed away. He had: been a teacher in this institution for well over 30 years,
and in the course of his long record of service he had endeared himself to all
the teachers and the taught by his enthusiasm, simplicity of manners and spotless-
ness of soul. The Principal, the Headmaster and several other members of the
staff who happened to be in the town at the time of Mr. Gaffoor’s death visited his
house to offer condolences to the bereaved family. The College was closed on
the reopening Day after the Christmas holidays as a mark of respect to the memory
of the deceased. Kozipra Balakrishnan Nayar of the Junior Intermediate has
offered a splendid trophy for Cricket in- memory of the late : teacher who was an
ardent exponent of the game. We, his friends and colleagues shall ever cherish

dear Mr, Gaffoor’s memory.

Mr. T. G. Selvem B. A. L. T., has been appointed as the Physieal Director
of the High School Section. We welcome him into our midst with his genial
smile and keen enthusiasm. We have now come to realise as never before that edu-
cation should be broad based upon the health of the child with the result that
. physical education in Schools and Colleges has begun to receive the systematic
attention of the authorities. It has to be acknowledged that the Government is
doing much in the matter of organised physical activity in Schools. Yet two great
drawbacks in our eductional system may be pointed out. One is that the Govern-
ment should set apart a fund to feed school ‘children. Every child belongs to the
State to be developed according to plan, so that in the fullness of time he or she
may become a healthy individual with full capacity to face the tasks of life. In
view of this aspect of the matter it is necessary that definite steps should be taken
by the Government to give a full, free midday meal to all the children excepting
the children of the rich few. No doubt some institutions are attending to this
work as a necessary act of charity. In Flementary Schools in compulsory edu-
cation areas the Government are making an effort to give midday meal to children.
What is required is thas the system of giving midday meal should be organised on
a nation wide scale in all recognised Schools and Colleges. In matters of magnitude
like this any attempt to give compartmental relief will fall far short of the ideal.
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Another grave thing about physical education is the absence of qualified
medical men to test the health of the child periodically. = No doubt some institu-
tions have got fully qualified medical men on the rolls for this purpose. The
system of Health Tests must not be relegated to a side show. For every 500
students or o there must be a competent Doctor who has not only to render
medijcal aid but also to test their health from time to time.

At a time when the whole world is facing starvation, when our Country
may not be ahle to find food for 16 millions of her large population the idea of
free midday meals and all that may sound a bit strange. But we are not to
highten into tragedies sorrows that are only transient. The situation is sure fo
change and though our land may not be flowing with milk and honey, we are sure
in the long run to have enough for our children and ourselves.

Senior Intermediate. The students of the Senicr [ntermediate met together at a
tea party before the closing of the college at which the Principal and the members
of the College Staff were present. A group photo was taken on the occasion (photo
elsewhere) and several speeches were made recounting in felicitous terms the
experiences that the students had in the course of their stay in this institution.
The Principal made a suitable response to these expressions of love and regard
by these. new old students of the college. Farewell—a word that makes. all
linger—And yet farewell and God speed to them all—Ring out the old and ring
in the new.

University Commission = The members of the Madras University Commission
visited the college on Thursday, 14-3-46 -at about 2 p. m. We have at times had
the privilage of having such distinguished personalities: in our midst. Some years
ago a  commission had arrived to  report onour First Grade College Scheme.
Another Commission was deputed to visit our college some time back in conection
with the re-opening of the Natural Science Section, And very recently we had
yet another commission as a preliminary to the formal affiliation of the Hindi and
the Arabie courses of studies. But it was as late as 1928 that the last Commission
of such magnitude viited our college, In the evenning the members of the com-
migsion' were entertained to tea and at night there was a dinner at which this
Highness The Zamorin of Calicut was preeent. The ladies and gentlemen who
formed the distinguished eommission looked into the records, walked round the
college accompained by tde Principal and had talks with all the lecturers. It is
not for us to divine their thoughts about our College and its work. But we
hope that in times to come there will be more of such visits establishing a deeper
and wider channel of contact between the great colleges of the city and those
of the moffusal.

P» Gopalan Nayar
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The Problem-of India’s Sterling Balances.

After a long and bitter experience as a debtor country, India has
recently emerged as a creditor nation, the term ‘creditor’ connoting prosperity
and progress. Till 1928-29, India remained a debtor country but since the
Trade depression of 1929-33, a reverse process came into operation. Though
depression and the consequent restrictions on the free movement of goods, the
changes in the volume and character of international trade and the business
recession of 1937-8 have had an adverse influenceon India’s balance of trade,
the export of gold from India which is one of the major factors affecting inter-
national trade has been an alleviating circumstance. With the increase in the
export of gold from India the country began to move farther and farther away
from its previous position as a debtor nation.

The Sterling balances constitute the largest portion of India’s credits.
By ““Sterling balances” is meant the volume of sterling resources held by the
Reserve Bank of India in ite Issue Department. The amount held in the for-
mer is treated as a cover on which is based the issue of rupee currency in India,
while that in the latter represents the major portion deposits held by member
banks with the Reserve Bank. The total sterling holdings of the Reserve Bank
which amounted to Rs. 441 crores in January 1942, increased to Rs. 1002. 07
by 1944 and to Rs 1323 crores by February 1945.

Generally a creditor country maintains and indicates a state of real pro-
sperity. But as regards India, a creditor country at present, probably the
reverse is true. The transformation to a creditor nation in our case has not
meant any redress or relief from poverty, want or privation. Quite contrary to
it, India is still confronted with a whole array of dangerous and enduring
enemies— poverty, equalor, illiteracy, under-nourishment and under-employ-
ment. :

The manner in which these sterling balances have come to be accumulated
is too well known to need any elaborate explanation. The value of India’s ex-
rorts to the United Kingdom and other Allied countries on private account during
the war bhas been much larger than the value of hec imports. The favourable
balance of trade which India obtained in this way has been compulsorily converted
into sterling irrespective of the country against which the balance was obtained;
and  from the sale of such sterling to the Reserve Bank rupees have been made
available in India for payment to the sellers of these goods. The total amount
accounted for by this favourable balance of trade between 1939 March aud 1944
March is Rs. 308 crores. The remaining part of our sterling credits has been
acquired against the salg of goocs and services to the Governments of the U.K. and
the allied nations.

India made its surplus available to Britain not because she liked to, but
because she had no alternative, and consequently her standard of living has been
lowered still further in order that England might have what she needed. As &
result, she had to face an all-round decline in her consumption goods including
the prime necessaries of life, as food, clothing and shelter. As regards clothing,
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it is estimated that the quantity of mlll-made cloth made available for civilian
consumption decreased from 4634 million yards in 1938-39 to 2300 million yards
in 1942-48, that is, above 5 %. Similarly, the food situation has also steadily
deteriorated in spite of the “Grow-more-food”’ campaign, ete , which were widely
organized and carried out. A.ccording to the Government estimate, there has been
a decline of 4% in the total supply of food-grains, If figures were available it
can be shown that thereis a similar deterioration in the position of all other neces-
saries: and hence it is no exaggeration to say that we have built up the sterling
‘balanees at enormous sacrifice. It is obvious that they are the result of the
acquisition of Indian resources for British purposes by a thinly disguised process
of compulsory borrowing.

Again, the Financial Settlement which may be described as a set of ace-
ounting rules for alloeating the total war expenditure between India and the U.
K , in aecordance with the principle that expenditure incurred for the purposes
of India’s own defence falls on India, and the remainder on H. M. G., has been
mainly responsible for the heavy aceumulation ot Sterling balances.

This enormous volume of sterling balances has helped us practically to
pay off our sterling debt to Britain. In recent years a welcome process of repa-
triation of India’s sterling debt has been in operation which gathered momentum
since the outbreak of war in September 1939. A beginning was made in 1937,
though it had to be temporarily suspended ‘owing to the slackening of sterling
remittances., With the inereasing favourable balance of trade, very substantial
resources became available and the process of repatriation was resumed. In
February 1940 and 1941 further sehemes of repatriation of sterling were enforced.
So far as concurrent utilisation is conzerned, the possibilities of repatriating our

- public debt have very nearly been exhausted as the year 1944 saw the final stage
of the programme of repatriation,

A word may now be said about the significance of the aceumulation of the
Sterling balances. As explained before, Rupee is issued in India on the basis
of the amount of Sterling in the I[ssue Department of the Reserve Bank, and any
addition to the sterling stock means the possibility of the issue of Rupees worth
8o much, It is actually in this manner that inflation has become almost a per-
manent feature of our country’s economy. So any further addition to the ster-
ling holdings would bz very undesirable as it will tend to aggravate the inflation-
ary influence which has already attained such a high magnitude as to harm the
country’s whole economy. ['herefore India’s natural anxiety is to see that these
balances are utilized to the best interests of the country. @ The consensus of
Indian opinion is that these assets should be utilized for importing capital
goods requiréd at the beginning of any plan for the industrial and agricultural
development of India. The economic development of this country would be
seriously handicapped if India is denied an early and satisfactory use of her
vast sterling resources which would compensate for the privations undergone by
Indians.

Before proceeding further, it would be appropriate to look at other coun-
tries which are also supposed to be in a similar position and see what they have
done with their sterling holdings. Taking the Dominions, we find that among
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the members of what is known as the “Sterling Area” who hold their external

exchange reserves in sterling, India stands foremost in respect of the size of
those reserves. While the Dominions keep in London only the minimum ster-
ling required for their short-term requirements, India had to keep the whole of
‘her sterling assets in T.ondon, quite against her will. India bas thus been
treated somewhat exceptionally and she has been forced to accept sterling in
return for the supply of gcods and services without any guarantee or assurance
that her interests will be properly protected if sterling depreciates in relation to
goods or gold. This is explained only by the comparative lack of freedom for
. India to utilise her own assets in a way which she thinks best. India’s contri-
bution is unique in that it has been made at the cost of terrible sacrifice and
privations at home unlike ceuntries like Canada, Australia or fouth Africa
which have had a much higher standard of living and a much greater dividend
of consumption goods at their command. Again it is a violence ol language to
talk of profiteering by the Indian people in this context, for it should be borne
in mind that the supply of these goods and services has not only been at the
expense of current consumption, but in addition, they have becn sold generally
at prices below those which the civilian population in India has had to pay for
the same classes of goods and services. The Allied purchascs at controlled
prices bear no relation to the actual price level in the country, and the cost of
labour and services that form a large part of the sterling balances seem to have
had no bearing on the tragedy of inflation. Ours has thus been a
concealed gift, the monetary value of which has not yet becn computed
The moral ownership of these balances, therefore, rests with the people of India,
though in legal terms the Reserve Bank claims the ownership. To a large ex:
tent these classes are constituted by the lower middle classes, the landless
labourers and the small peasants, whose money incomes have not increased
pari passu with the rise in prices with which the accumulation of sterling

balances has been associated. The need to compensate those classes who

have suffered by this inflation should be kept in mind when the question of
utilisation of these balances is taken up for examination.

The next question is what should be done to safeguard our interests in
respect of sterling balances? ln answering this, firstly an assurance from the
. British Government that under no circumstances should they waste our sterling

assets should e obtained. 'Lhis point needs emphasis in view of the unhappy

experience in the last war (1914—19) in this respect when Indian revenues were
charged with many items which should have been charged to the British Hx-
chequer. Even the amount India received then was subsequently frittered.
away. Thus a good portion of the Rs. 122% crores at India’s disposal in 1919

 Was spent over maintaining a fictitious exchange rate inspite of large scale public .

opposition, and as a result the amount was reduced to about Rs. a3 crores by
1931, quite insufficient to pay off the sterling debt which had shot up from
Rs. 804 crores in 1919 to Rs. 472 crores by 1929. So in order to avoid the
repetition of this‘ [ndia must be vigilant and see that no item which dees not
strictly concern her defences should be charged to her account.

Next, it.is of greatest importance to safeguard our sterling balances
against any depreciation of their value in future, that is, against the vagaries
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of international finance. It is here that the British method of paying in sterling
in exchange for goods and 'services gold export and the dollars we got from
America for our own surplus export to her becomes grossly undesirable to
India. The best safeguard for us is to convert our sterling into commodities,

that is, linking it with the U. K. commodity index number, as is suggested by
Birla.

So far as the immediate future is concerned, we have nothing concrete to
feel satisfied about. The problem of mobilising the sterling balances still hangs,
fire, without our having any inkling of what the British Treasury purposes to
do about it 1t may be recalled that when the Indian delegation raised the
problem of the frozen sterling balances at the International Monetary Confer-
ence recently held in Bretton Woods, and laid empasiz on the inclusion of
abnormal war balances within the purview of the proposed International
monetary Fund, they were stoutly opposed by the U. 8 and U. K. delegations
on the ground that the question was one for bilateral settlement. Some
of the delegations of the exiied governments of Europe also opposed the
Indian delegation’s amendment, and put forward the contention tkat, if the
. sterling balances were included in the purview of the fund, then, they would

press for the inclusion of the debts owed to them by Germany and other enemy
countries. Another disappointment to India at the Bretton woods was India’s
not securing a place on the Executive Committee of the Fund, which was
reserved to the five countries which contribute the largest quota. If purely
economic considerations are applied, as it was originally intended, India
must get a higher place, but unfortunately political considerations prevailed,
and it is purely on these considerations that India was excluded. "

There would, of course, be no need for any solution, bilateral or
‘multilateral’, if, as argued by some sections of the British Press and public, India’s
obligations are repudiated, whatever the euphemism used for describing the
process. The argument trotted out by Lord Keynes, of Eogland having fought
the last war on the basis of unlimited liability and some countries having en-
riched themselves at the expense of England, is highly questionablr, Similarly.
pronouncements by persons of eminence like Sir Charles Lidbury, Chairman,
Westminster Bank, have also caused much apprehension among Indians as
regards the bona fides of the British people. He recently said, “L.iquidation of
gterling balances of their present magnitude would not appear to be practical
matter. Some downward revision of ccntracts seems imperative,” Here are
people of ‘financial correctitude’, of soundness; and of ‘freedom’, who are looking
to their counterpart, the capitalists of America, for help and encouragement
in their scheme to make Socialiat Britain a defaulter. They call it ‘downward
revision of contracts’. They should however realize how foolish it is for them to
violate the one principle involved here— the principle of elementary economiec
justice. Normally debts are owed by the poor to the rich. This time it is the
other way round. Amongst Britain’s principal creditors are some of the poorest
countries of the world. For the first time in their history, they possess s substantial
claim against one of the richest nations—a claim which means a unique chance
for progress and development to them.. When India owed England a much
smaller amount she was asked to give constitutional. econamic and political safe-
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guards. But when BFngland is the debtor it is considered highly mischievous to
ask her for any safeguards. Anyway any move in the direction of scaling down
out sterling balances is not only contrary to the emphatic pledge given by the

- former Chancellor of The Exchequer (Sir John Anderson) in the House of
Commons and the assurance given by Lord Keynes of a bonourable settlement
between the countries directly concerned; but is calculated to arouse the deepest
resentlement in this country, where the sterling are balances considered as so
much national capital.

As has already been said, the problem of liquidation is a problem of the
conversion of these balances into goodsand servicesof foreign origin. This
would mean the right to convert the sterling in whole or in part into any cur-
rency of our choice, and the right to use the currency thus acquired to import

goods and services India may require. What kinds of goods and services are to

be imported has to be decided by ourselves. Popular opinion in India is in
favour of employing part of the sterling balanees in order to import agricultural
equipment and capitat goods which we are in dire need of at present. But we
should Dbear in mind the difficulty with which Britain will be contfronted to
satisfy our demand due to the fact that she can only gradually switch over from

war-time to peace-time conditions 1In determining the extent to which we

should claim the right to convert our sterling balances into nen-sterling cur-
rengies and the length of the period over which their repaymens should be spread
out, we must make a distinction between that part of the balances not due to
war expenditure, but the result of a commercial favourable balance of trade and
the remaining part called wartime balances in the sense that they represent
sterling acquired by India against the sale of geods and scrvices used for
the war. India should be at liberty to demand quick liquidation of the former,
while the extent of multilateral convertibility and length of time over which
repayment should be spread of the latter are both subjects for negotiation bet-
ween India and the U. K. .

The length of the period of repayment will also depend on the speed with
which planned economic development proceeds in [ndia. As regards the rate
of repayment, either it could be begun on a small scale and be progressively
raised year by year. Finally, an important factor in the negotiations will be

_the extent of avilability of non-sterling currencies in terms of our sterling bal-

“ances, specially dollar currency. FEither, the U. K. can get dollars from U. 8.
by exporting goods and services to U. S. and place a part of it at India’s dis-
posal. Or, in a final settlement of the financial cost of the war between the
U. 8. and U. K. a part of Britain’s sterling debt to India may fall to the share

of the U. 3. for repayment, in which case India could get the dollars she wants

without any.sacrifiee on the part of the U. K.

One only doubts if so much goodwill and tolerance could be forthcoming
from the side of Britain. The British Government has failed to take all possible
steps to repay the sterling debt. ‘They could moblise the assets of Britons in
India, they could transfer ships of the mercantile marine, and even transfer to
Indians properties in London’, as Mr. Manu Subedar suggested in the Central
yssembly, However, the Finance Member’s asgurance in the Assembly that
India will be entirely free to take any line that she may see fit to pursue’ at the
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negotiations, between: U. K. and India. which will begin shortly is welcome. For
if India is free to ask for and secure full satisfaction if we get the, whole of our
dues.in convertible sterling, the cause of industrialisation stapds undoubtedly to
profit most. The recent change in the political outlook, if it leads to the establis-
ment of a genuine National Government in India, lel enable India not only to

reap justice for herself, butalso to pull her weight in the cause of a just and
stable world order. =4 !

P. K. M. Raja, B. A. (Hons.)

Oliver Goldsmith.

Born on Nov. 10. 1728 Oliver was the son of an Irish Clergymen, Charles
Goldsmith. who was then ‘passing rich. with forty pounds a year.’
small village in Langford was his_birth place. In his early years he attended a
school. At this school Oliver had a severe attack of small pox which left deep
marks on his face. During his higher studies his seniors considered bim as a
stupid, heavy, blockhead, little better than a fool whom everyone made fun of’,

Pallasmore, a

Oliver went to Trinity College, Dublin for higher studies in 1725. But,

as ill luck would have it, Charles Goldsmith died in 1727 and then his condition
was not very far from starvation.

However, Oliver began to write a series of street ballads to earn his bread.
He sold his poems at five shillings apiece. But, usually the money found its

way to some beggar 8 pocket. His generosity and good nature were prominent
in him from his early years,

At School Oliver was not very bright. He was discouraged by all his
teachers and consequently ran away from college, but he was brought back.
At last he became a graduate in 1749. Then he went to Edinburgh to study
medicine. But he was more popular there as a good story teller than as a good

student. After spending two years there he went to the Netherlands, where
he earned his livilihood by teaching English.

_ Oliver Goldsmith wanted to travel through* all the countries of the
continent. He left the Netherlands with a shilling-in his poeket ‘but one shirt

to his back and a flute in his hand to travel through the various countries of
the Continent. Within a year he returned to Fngland.

Goldsmith’s works are numerous. But among his most popular workg
may_be reckoned the ‘Vicar of Wakefield’, the delightful novel, Deserted
village, the exquisite poem, ‘She stoops to conquer’ the undisputed queen of
comedies and the humeurous essays in the ‘Citizen of the world’.
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This great poet, novelist and essayist was called to God on the 4th of April
1744. Poet Goldsmith is dead. But his works will never die. Garrick said of
him, ‘“— —Poet Goldsmith for shortness called Noll wrote like an angel
and talked like poor poll”.

C K. Jayaraman.
3 V. form,

RECOLLECTIONS.

Evening, A calm sea and aclear blue cloudless sky. TFar away on the
borizon the sinking sun tinges the sea water with a soft purple hue.

Every now and then the sea is sighing like a love-lorn girl.

Now small fishing boats are drawing near the shore, one by one laden 'mth
silvery fish. The fishermen in the boats are making ]oyful cries when they near
the shore. Now they are alighting {rom the hoat with small baskets full of fish.
They are walking briskly towards their poor fish-huts, pushing the people
roughly with their hands. The tattered black clotkes round their waist fly in the
sea breeze. Small children of Muhamaden fisherman are now gathering round the
fish boats.

One old lame fisherman alone sat on the bow of theboat smoking a cigar
and watehing the fish in the boats.

Now a small urchin wearing a trouser patched here and there came and
stood by the side of the boat. The old fisherman in the boat watched him keen-
ly with a wicked eve. The boy then caught hold of the side of the boat and
pesped into it. The boat was full of half dead fish. At this time a large fish
jumped up from the boat. The boy eagerly caught hold of that fish and as he
was about fo run away with it, the old man at the bow of the boat gave him &
terrible blow in the wrist with the oar. That blow detached the fish from the
boy’s hand and it {ell into the boat again. The boy began to cry in great pain.

At a little distance from this scene a fisher woman was sitting in front
of a heap of fish. Her motherly heart ached at the sight of her crying child.
That terrible blow which made the boy cry with extreme pain was really a blow
dealt to her own heart. She uttered not even a cry, but looked at her crying
child with eyes full of sorrow. Yes, she knew that if she utttered a word in re-
monstrance, she would have to hear a volley of abuses from the old fisherman.
Yes, they—that widow and her child were extremely poor and there was none
to question if anybody molested them. They were helpless.

Two drops of tears rolled down the cheeks of Fatina. She checked her
emotions and contmued her work of sorting the fish. Still her mind knew no
rest.

Now more fishing boats drew near the shore. The confusion and bustle
increased whenever a boat approached the shore. The children began to utter
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shouts of joy at the sight of the returning fishermen Thousands of crows and
other sea birds began to circle round the fishing boats. A bad smell emanating
from the fish boats spread all along the shore vitiating the sea breeze. Though
all this bustle was taking place around her, Fatima’s mind seemed not to care
for those sights. Her mind was full of old recollections: yes, there rolled before
her mental eyes in rapid succession the various scenes of her wedded life in the
past. It was a painful recollection. Though her hands were busily engaged
in the work of sorting the fish, her mind was in another world.

Yes, it all happened some seven years back. It was a cloudy unpleasant
July morning. Fatima’s husband sat on a torn mat and looked through the
small holes in the side of his poor hut, towards the vast expanse of ocean in the
west. Now and then he sighed as if in great sorrow. The sea grew very rough
and huge waves dashed against the shore, making white foams as they receded.
He then rose from his mat, lighted a beedi and walked towards the wWestern
side of his poor hut and stared vacantly towards that far stretching sea. Not
even a single steamship lingered anywhere in the troubled sea. He saw huge
waves dashing against the shore, making small holes all along the line as
they receded. No one dared to approach thst mad sea, . It was now
the fifth day since the sea had become rough and unruly. No fisherman dared
to launch his fishing boat into the sea at such a time. Ebrahim looked sadly
towards his fishing net that dangled in the sea wind. Yes, poverty and despair
reigned in those poor figsher buts. Some fishermen also came there then and
looked towards the sea, speaking to one another in loud tenes.

Gradually the rain subgided, clouds began to disappear slowly, disclosing a
pale sun through it. The sea also became tranquil. A cool breeze blew from
the sea towards the shore. “Yes, now there will not be rain nor-wind at least for
one or two days”, said some old fisherman looking towards the horizon.

Yes, it was while Fatima kindled the fire to prepare midday meal that
her husband touched her shoulder from behind. But she pretended that she did
not see him. For one or two days back they were not on good terms. It was
when she was groaning under the weight of misery and extreme hunger that her
three year old child cried to get a piece of bread. In spite of all her efforts to
soothe the crying child, it did not cease crying. At last she got wild and she took
a small stick and began to thrash it with it. Her husband was sitting in a corner
of the varandha stiching his old fishing net. When he heard the sound of thrashing
he put the net there and ran into the room hurriedly. He took the ery-

ing child in his hands and kissed him fondly. At this time he saw three finger
prints on the white thigh of the child, ‘Ebrahim loved the child more than his own
life. He had often instructed her not to talk even a harsh word to the child.
When he saw the child crying miserably he could not control his anger. He
at once caught hold of a stick from the kitchen and gave two terrible blows
to Fatima with it. Fatima now put the midday meal there and after extinguish-
ing the fire in the oven went into a corner of the room and wept bitterly. Yes
that night she went to bed without taking any food.

“Fatima’™ called Ebrahim with a tone full of love and eompassion.
But she pretended not to hear that loving call. “Fatima” look to this side.
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Please listen to my words”, said Ebrahim:oncé again.

Still she did not move nor utter a word. She wept.and wept. and at last:
got tired.

Now Ebrahim went very near her and placed. his hands lovingly, on:

Fatima’s shoulder. Now she felt a sort of comfort as her husband’s rough hands.
touched her curly hair, that scattered round ber naked neck.

“RWatima, look here’” said Ebrahim: again: Then he raised her cheek and
looked at her face passionately: ‘

At this Fatima drew away from’ him' in disguest. “What have youtor
say to me?”. She asked him in a harsh tone.

“Your necklace — yes I want that. I want to pledge it with Muham-
mad for Rs. 6 to buy a new net”. :

Fatima, knew beforehand that he had come there for her necklace.. That
new pecklace — yes, it was her life itself. [t was the outcome of her four years
hard toil. She had not worn it round her neck to her, heart’s satisfaction.
“T shall certainly return it within fifteen days time. Think that you have only
placed it in your box for safety”, said her husband.

- Fatima heaved a great sigh. Anger and helplessnes came to her mind in
rapaid succession. She did not know what to do.

To part with her necklace — she could not even think of that for a mo-
ment. She knew very well that if she parted with it, she would not be able to
regain it again before the end of another six months. Yes, Fatima remembered
the occasion when she first wore that necklace six months ago as a present from
her dear Ebrahim, She remembered even now how she went with her companions
to the jeweller’s shop to buy that beautiful necklace and how she bargained with
_ the shop keeper about its price and finally how she carried it home after wrapping
it in a thin red tissue paper. Yes, all these incidents passed before her mental
eye in quick succession as if she were witnessing a cinema. That necklace had
been an object of jealousy among her neighbours. So she fell very =sad to
part with it now. :

“Fatima, Fatima, my dear— Don’t be angry with me. It is nearing evening.

Before dusk boats will be launched in the sea. So by that time I have to pur-

chase the net”, said Ebrahim shaking her by the shoulder.

She knew very well that her husband would not get a single pie by other
means than that of pledging her necklace. She further knew that Ebrahim would
not go from there without getting her mnecklace. So she took the necklace from
her neck and threw it towards her husband in great anger. Then she went into
the bed room with a hevy heart. There on a torn mat the laid berself down and
began to weep bitterly.

gt s
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Her husband returned after .two hours. Yes; he had in his hands a brand
new net, some mangoes and a red kite for his child Kasim,

Ebrahim found his wife still lying on the same mat and weeping. He
went directly into the kitchen, ate some food, washed his hands, took his child in
his hands played with him for some time and at last “after giving him a parting
kiss took his new net and walked towards the beach with a heavy heart. There
at the beach he saw his fellow fishermen waiting for him to launch the boats.

A few moments afterwards Fatima heard a folk song from the beach.
She jumped up suddenly, took her child in haste. saw to the western side of: her
poor mud hut and looked towards that part of the beach from where the son came.
There she saw some ten orfifteen fishermen in their boats sailing in a westerly
direction. Now she looked, at her husband who was sitting at the bow of one of
the boats until his form faded away like a shadow in the distant horizon. That
very night Fatima went to the neighbouring mosque and prayed fervently to
Allab $o protect her husband from the perils of the sea. That night she had no
sleep at all. She was thinking about her dear Ebrahim throughout the night.
She sat upin her mat and looked through a small side window into the vast
expanse of the sea — to that eternal universe where her husband had gone.
A bright moon shed its silvery light on the waters of the sea making the waves
glitter as they rolled on. FEvery now and then she heard waves dashing against
the shore. She strained her eyes much and looked into the distance But she
oould see nothing in the sea. Now she began to think about her Ebrahim.,

She got up before dawn and began to prepare “Kanji” She purchased
a good cock from a neighbouring hofise and prepared a good curry with it. At last
she took a comfortable bath, wore her beautiful blue blouse, Mundu and got her-
self ready to weleome her husband on his return from the sea.

At nine O’ clock in the morning there appeared in the borizon some black
- specks. They are approaching, cried some old fisherman who was standing in the
beach. There was a general uproar of rejoicing from the fisher huts in the shore.
Women, children and old fishermen leaning on walking sticks came and arrayed
themselves on the beach. Those dark specks on the horizon were really fishing
boats returing home. They soon drew near the shore. As they approached
women began to giggle and small children shouted for joy. But Fatima alone
stoodl there with a gloomy face. Those people in the boats pointing at her began
to muarmur something.

One old fisherman lo) king keenly at the returning boats said, ‘Oh! why one
boat is missing”’.

Still Fatima was standing there with little Kasim in her hands. Kagsim
still held that red kite in his-hands. Now the boats touched the shore and the fisher-
men began to get down from them, Then one old fisherman came to Fatima and
sorrowf{ully said, “Daughter! don’t weep. It is fate that has cheated us, not storm
and waves. Yes, one large shark rose up from the sea and dashed againet Ebrahim’s
boat. The boat sank down into the sea with all its men. All escaped, expect
Ebrahim”. Before the old fisherman could finish his narrative, Fatima fell down
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unconscious. Yes, all these hagpened seven years ago. What untold miseries
Fatima endured since then | Tt was by selling fish that she earned her livilihood
She had to maintain herself and her child with this meagre income. Some years
back she had been laid up with rheumatism. On certain days she and her little
Kasim were forced to go to bed without even taking a morsel of food. Fatima had
lost her vigour of youth now. She became lean and emaciated. Time had wrought
deep wrinkles on her face. Here and there on her head one could see white
streaks of hair. Yet she was nearing only thirty — just crossed that border
line of youth. Her only hope and happiness in future centred round -her dear
son, She saw in her mental eyes the picture of her grown up son returning home
after the day’s toil with fishing net and a basket full of fish on his shoulders.
She was expecting the dawn of such a happy day when she would no more have
to work for others, Now her eyes went after her son who was playing in 8
small pool of sea water at a distance.

The sun sank down in the water. In the gathering darkness Fatima saw
some fishermen with baskets full of fish moving slowly towards their huts.
One day she would also witness her son returning home in the same fashion

When she thought of that happy hopeful day some drops of tear rolled down
her wrinkied cheeks

P. Venugopalan,
Old B8tudent

SAQVISE@ N B e LN
GREETINGS.

"Let us give a word of cheer

That will last throughout the year; 4
Let us prove that we are true

By doing all that we can do-

And when the New Year bells ring out

We'll enter in without a doubt

2

- May that Angel of peace soon on us call
Bringing a Happy New Year to one and all"

BY
V. Eswaran,
S. 8. L. C. E, Section.

;é
Leaving all fears and cares behind : :
That is the wish I have in mind

3
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- The Effects of War on India.

The war which has just closed has been the most terrible aud unparalleled
in the annals of the world. 1t began with Germany under Hitler attacking the
neighbouring country Poland under flimsy pretexts. Like a wild fire it soon
spread from country to country and assumed serious proportions involving every
country in the world. Germany, Italy and Japan were ranged on one side and
Great Britian, Rusgsia and the United States of America assisted by almost the
rest of the world were on the other. Millions of men, the flower of the land with
fine military training. and modern weapons of warfare, were locked in
a grim struggle. [I'hree continents out of five became active theatres of war and
the battles were fought with sach ferocity on either side that one began to doubt
whether the parties were civilised at all and were not barbarians. One man cutt-
ing another’s throat and bathing his hands in blood-was it an act becoming human
beings endowed with a high civilization? One shudders to think of the appalling
loss of life this war has caused, the staggering expenditure of money it has entailed,
the many stately buildinges and houses it has levelled down, the utter desolatlon

of the once beautiful earth and the untold miseries and sufferings which it has
brought in its train.

We in India could not escape from this terrible calamity. One fine
morning India found that the Government of the Country on behalf of the people
had declared war. Several of the popular Ministries which were then in power
in certain Provinces resigned because they had not been consulted before this
formal declaration of hostilities. The. spirit of India however was against
Fasciam and Nazism, and the Congress and every other responsible organisation

in the Country declared in plain, unequivocal terms their condemnation of Hitler
and Mussolini.

Soon, recruiting to the Army began in right earnest and recruiting cam-
paigns began to be undertaken through Press, tlatforms and Pamphlets. Men
from all parts of the country— mostly unemployed —joined in large members and
were sent out to the Army Depots. Throughout the length and breadth of the
country, side by side, organisations were set on foot for the collectlon of Wa.r
Funds, [n every Province, Governor's war fund was instituted. “Begging”
high circles began and those reluctant to give even a single pie when an ordmary

beggar knocked at the door were very glad to part with substantial sums of
money.

Articles of food, clothing, ete. were all poured into the ranks oi the Allies-
Few could realise what an enormous amount of money and materials were sent
out from the Country. As a result, commodities became rare, prices began to
soar up, people became panicky and in several places looting began. These are
of course the inevitable results of war and we have so suffer all sorts of privations
in the hope that ere long the clouds will lift.

Several War — time factories came into existence for manufacture of war
materials, Technical Work — shops for training people came into being. The
Liberty of the people and the press disappeared for the time being and drastic
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censorship of all news and correspondence was set up. Government by Ordin-
ances began.

Owing to the movements of the army and the materials for it, there was
a great dislocation of traffic in the country. Journeys on important business by
civilians became very difficult and the very few trains and buses running got un-
duly loaded.

A Control Organisation was set up by which every important commodity
was placed under the control of Government. Hoarding and profiteering came
into prominence. The rich grew richer and the poor poorer.

While this was the general state of the country, few were aware of the big
tragedy being enacted in the Nortk-eastern part of India, in Bengal. A famine,
the like of which had not been witnessed before, overtook the people. People had
no food and they were dying in thousands every day. The Government
was not able to cope with the situation. This Bengal tragedy, it must be pointed
out, has given a serious blow to the prestige of Britan in the world. And today
scenes of horror that were enacted in the streets of Caleutta are likely to affect
every nook and corner of India. The Government and the leaders of the nation
have joined hands to avert this calamity. The members of the Food Delegation
from India have presented a plain, unvarnished tale of India’s pitiable eondition
before the world. Tighten our belts—those of us who have that article on us and =
wait with hope. Perhaps wheat iz on the way.

The military training which our young men have received in the various =
forces such as the army, navy and air force, the impetus to the industrial develop- =
ment of [ndia and the scientific research a.nd the urge for freedom are all the
produets of war. W ar no doubt has its bright side.

These, in brief, are the various effects which our country has felt while 1

the war was on. But now that the war is over, it will take a considerable time |

before the adverse effects created by it are removed and people allowed to resume
their normal occupations in life with comparative ease. The post war conditions
will be terrible, though not more and they will require the co-operation. of
all the people and the Government so that the rigours may be minimised. It is
generally believed that only when a fully National Government comes into bemg- :

that there is going to be any salvation for our country. But National Government =
seems to be a far ery. Between the Congress and the Muslim Lieague is-a wide
gulf. How to bridge it is the question. As Mathew Arnold puts it, ‘we are ail =

like the swimmers in the sea, poised on the top of a buge wave of fate, and
whether it will heaven up to land, or roll us out sea, none can say—only the
event can tell us in its hold’.

P. H. Krishnan,
VI Form, A.
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Zamorin's College Senior Parliament.
Report of the proceedings for the year 1945 — 46.

At a general meeting of the students of the Senior Intermediate held on
Tuesday the 10th of July 1945 with Mr. K. S. Krishna lyer, M. A. L. T, in the
chair, it Was resolved to revive the  Zamorin’s. College Senior Parliament and to
elect a working Coumittee to conduct the sams. P Rajagoplan and P. K. Sarat
Kumar were duly elected the Speaker and the Clerk of the House respectively
and A. V. §. Tirumulpad Wwas Unanimeusly returned to the office of Deputy
Speaker. K. M. Abdu, M. Sreenarayana Menon, C. K. Gopalakrishnan, Bhakta-
valsalam Chettiar, U. Cbandrasekharan and Miss C. Lakshimi Devi constituted
the Parliamentary Bxecutive for the year.

The inaugural sessions of the Parliament was held on Friday the 20th of
July with our Principal, 8ri R Ravi Varma, m. a., (London) in the chair. Sri

K. A. Damodara Menon maugurated the Parliament with a short but spirited
~ speech.

The first ordinary session of the Zamorin's College Senior Parliament was
held on the 27th July 1945. At the outset certain rules and regulations, codi-
fied by the Managing Committee, governingthe M anagement, of the Parliament,
were passed. K. Balakrishnan Nair moved a resolution to the effect that
“ g lasting peace, which will put as end to recurring wars, is not possible”. P,
K. Sarat Kumar opposed the motion. Owing to the volume of argument forth-

coming the session was adjourned In the adjourned session, the motion was
_ thrown out. :

The second ordinary session was held on Friday the 31st August 1945.
The resignation of P.K. Sarat Kumar, Parliament Secretary, was considered and
accepted, and K. T. K. Nambiar was elected to the vacancy.. A. V. Sreenivasan
Tirumulpad moved “dlwailananeoaten: sswlop@ayje auosailasonimmom.” P, V.

Venugopala Panicker 'opposed the motion. In the subsequent division the
. motion was defeated. s

The third ordinary session was held on the Tth September. A condolence
resolution touching the untimely demise of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose was
brought in by the Speaker and was passed T. M. Purushottaman Nedungadi
brought in a resolution that “Pakistan is necessary to safeguard the interests of
the Muslime’’ and P. Chandrasekharan . opposed it. . In the adjourned session
which was held on the 14th of September the motion was re]ected

The fourth ordinary session was held on the 12th October Miss K.
Lakshmikutty moved a resolutien to the' effect that “Gandhiji has succeeded as
a political leader”. T.M. Purushottaman Nedungadiopposed it. For want
of time, the Parliament was adjourned. Ir the adjourned session, the motion
was passed by a majority of 74 Votes.

On Friday the 26th October 1945, an extra ordinary session of the Parlia-
ment was held witk Diwan Bahadur Suryanarayana Iyer in the chair, when
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Pandit Hirdaynath Kunzrn, that great servant of India, addressed the House on

the political problem. - After Panditji’s thoughtful and inspiring discourse, the
Speaker proposed a vote of thanks.

The fifth ordinary session was held on the 26th of October 1945, when

K. Balakrishnan Nair moved, “cojanimaostess miasloyomld munomdlgy,” and
N. V. Venktachalam opposed it. In the adjourned session, held on the 2nd of

November, the motion was defeated. :

The sixth ordinary session was held on the 9th of November [945. Miss
C. Lakshmikutty moved that “Hindus and Muslims have eommon cultural tradi-
tions in India and V. Aboobacker opposed the motion. In the ensuing session, the
regolution was carried.

‘ At the seventh sessions held on the 16th November, N. P. Kunhiraman
moved 1942mcwoatic momymd@aaslay’ awgl cvilacla) mwe gomod sswlomaes’
ailmevaosn’.” and P. Haridas opposed it. In view of the large number of speakers
the parliament had to be adjourned twice. In the adjourned session of the 28th

November a condolence resolution touching the sad demise of Janab Muhammad
Abdur Rahman Saheb was passed. N. P. Kunhiraman’s motion was passed.

In the eighth session held on 18th of January 1946, P. Haridas moved

29 &9 o Yo e wMalwgeLadYlaeme.” and P. Chendrasekharan opposed it.
On being put to the vote the resolution was thrown out. The resignation of the

speaker, P. Rajagopalan was accepted and the Dy. Speaker was appointed to
officiate as the speaker.

The ninth ordinary session of the Parliament met on 7th February.
P. Chandrasekaran moved that ‘‘India needs.a dictator at the present juncture’.
N. V. Venkitachalam opposed it. The resolution was earried.

The tenth segsion wag held on 22nd February with the Dy. Speaker in the
chair. M. Ali moved “Goe»om%@%" @G OO LANOOm Mo A0BOCME®IST . and

N. P. Kunhjraman opposed it. The resolution was thrown out by a large
_ majority,

The valedictory address of the Parliament was delivered by Sri: V. R:

Subramannyam at a meeting held on Tuesday the 26th of February under. the
presidents hip of 8ri K. 8. Krishna Iyer.

In conclusion on behalf of my colleagues of tbe working committee. I
desire to place on record my heart felt gratitude for the unstinted co-operation

extended to the Parliament by one and all, especially. to our patron Mr. Krishna

Iyer and our Principal. :

K. T. Konhi Erishnan Nambiar,
Clerk of the House.
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The College Junior Parliament.

At a business meeting of the members of the Junior Parliament held under
the presidentship of Sri. K- 8. Krishna [yer m. A., ' T- on the 8th October 1945
the following office bearers of the Parliament were elected:—

Speaker:—P. K. Ravindra Nath. Dy. Speaker: V. Prabhakaran, clerk-of-
the House: P. Chandrasekharan Nair. Members of the Parliamentary Working
Committee: — C. Vythee Menon, J. Chandrasekharan’ Rao, K. T. Narendran
Nambiar and R. Venkitraman, and Miss. K. P. Saraswathi..

‘The Parliament was formally inaugurated by Sri Herbert Samuel, B. a.
(Honms), Liogic Lecturer, Malabar Christian College, Calicut on the 12th October
1945. Sri S. K. Sabhapathy, our Tiogic L.ecturer, presided-over the function.

The first ordinary session of the Parliament was held on the 20th Oectober
1945 under the presidentship of our Speaker. An extra ordinary session was held
on the22nd October under the presidency of Sri K. 8. Krishna' Iyar. The late
Janab Haji, Mohmmad Abdur Rehman Sahib, the Great Nationalist Muslim
Leader of Kerala addressed a house packed to suffocation, The respected guest of
the evening delivered an enlightening and inspiring speech. Ravindra Nath pro-
posed a hearty vote of thanks.

Another extraordinary session was held under the auspices of the junior
and the senjor Parliament, when Paadit Hriday Nath Khunzru, the President of
the Servants of India Society addressed. the houses. Dewan Bahadur Sri K. V.
Suryanarayana Ayar presided over the meeting

Altogether there were four ordinary sessions of the Parliament occupied by
six sittings Every sitting was characterised by a spirit of lively debate. Last
but not the least, I have to express my sense of = gratitude to the Principal, Sri
K. 8. Krishna Iyer, SriS. K. 8abhapathy and Sri M. P, Sivadas Menon, for the
unstinted assistance, guidance and support they have rendered us at-all times.

P. Chandra Sekharan Nair
Clerk of the House

Juntaor Parliament

- The High School Literary Assocation.

When our High‘School reopened in June we’could not form a committee
in the 18t week. But when the classeés were arranged properly in the last week of
June, we assembled in the Guruvayurappan Hall to set up a working committee
under ‘the presidentship of Sri P. Gopalan Nayar B. A., L. T, and elected the office
bearers of our Association. The following were elected to form a committee.
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Sri P. Kunhi Raman Nayar B. A., L. T., (President).
» P. Gopalan Nayar BT (Vzce President).
sore OO K Ra]a. =R ...( N
SO B Ra]a. ........ LRSSl
,» M. Koru Panikker, Vidwan.

,» A. Madhavan Nambiar. Q :
K. M. Ali Roya. } Secretaries.

During this year our association worked better than last year. We held
13 ordinary meetings and 5 working committee meetings. We conducted debates
on several issues and the students took a keen interest in all these activities. We
had also the opportunity to hear a grand lecture {from our District Hduecational
Officer when he came to visit our High School. Mr. O. Madhavan Nambiar,
Personal assistant of D. E. O. once accepted our request to speak at our literary

association. We thank them both for having given us the benefit of their wis-

dom and experience,

Liet me conclude this short report saying one more thing. We the students
of Zamorin’s College High School are very grateful to the Beadmaster and all the
teachers for their kind help and co-operation, :

: A. Madhavan Nambiar,

Secretary, Z. C. H 8, Literary
Association.

LILES DECLINE, ayotsast

Sounds rather dreadful—sans eyes, sans teeth—sans taste—sans exery
thing—one foot already in the grave—,

But the picture has its other side. Age has its charms. Tt is capable of
being divided into two periods, the period between 50 and 60 or 65, and the
period after that. Thanks to the horrible statistician we know that the
average age of an Indian is only 27 years. But we know that the law of
averages like otr law of Analogy may prove anything from zero to certainty
and some people live to a ripe old age, hopping about the House with the inevi-
table cudgel and swallowing diverse medicines to defy the Demon of Death.

A man beyond 50, on the wreng side of 50 we say—occupies a prominent
position in sociery. He is looked upon s an authority on this and that, and his
advice is generally accepted often for more than wnat it is'worth. When once
he has struck 60, his respectability shoots still higher up. His grey hair is
looked upon with reverence, though he may be clean bald.. His pot belly—a
world too wide for these days of cloth shortage—and his words ot wisdom, com-
mand respect and inspire confidence where ever he goes.

His conversation, alas is often one sided. He indulges in interminable

stories about his past. We, irresponsible youngsters, are told at every step what
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we should do and what we should not do. And we accept his statements With
implicit faith, as we know that he speaks from the wisdom of experience.

A retired official is one of the marvels of life. See him of a morning with
his walking stick waving in the air, his body wrapped in well—saved flannels
and his head swathed in ‘bandages’ to ward of cold, taking his constitutional
with full vim, vigour and vitality, looking like a Kruschen advertise ment!.
And in the evening he is in his cosy corner sleeping over a newspaper the
contents of which he has read from one end to the otlLer.

Poets and Dramatists have in one way or other glorified age. Words
worth in several of his poems, as for example Michael and the Leech Gatherer
has imprinted upon our minds the picture of robust age. Michael with his
‘body bent double with age, head and feet coming together in lifes pilgrimage’
stands out as the spirit of resolution and independence depending upon himself

- for his livelihood and defying the ravages of time, Tennyson does not allow
Ulysses to rest on his laurels but sends him out once again to explore regions
unknown and to ‘drink life to the lees’ —. And Browning wants us all to
grow old along with him ‘for the best is yet to be’.

Apart from the deification of old age by poets wemay say that the recent
war has brought into the forefront of life many super annuated men. They gave
up their well earned rest and rushed into the gaps left by young men who had
been called away to the different theatres of war. Aged women also sacrificed
their domestic comforts for the sake of the nation and energetical Iy carried on
solid work in factories and work shops, thus keeping the ‘home front’ in perfect
order to enable their sons and even grandsons fo concentrate on the destruction of
the enemy. This was particularly the case in England, with the result that at
present Parliament is contemplating various schemes to help the aged. Freedom
nofdoubt is sweet. It can make the old young in its defence.

We youngsters however hold in horror decay, decrepitude and dissolution.
We are in love with life particularly in our student days in spite of heavy loads
of text books and heavier loads of notes. In this age of revolt and general unrest
it may happen that the higher values of student life are not realised. 1Is not this
institution—every blade of grass and every piece of stone in it, dear to us?. And
so a farewell tear for my Old Cclliege.

K. Suseela Bai,
Senior Intermediate.

OUR DREAMS.

The history of human achievement is the history-of dreams; for the realised
dreams of the soul are the history of mankind. The mind has a spceific guality.
Whether troubled by the turmoils of the world, or plessed by the pleasures of it,
our minds always dream. [If any thing justifies the originality. of mankind it is
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only this quality of the human heart. FSuccess of the realisaticn or otherwise of
our dreams depends mostly upon our methods of proccdure.

Human Personality takes up its dignity from the surroundings and
circumstances. Take, for instance. a score of African forests, inhabited by wild
barbarians, and then it is quite easy for you to account for the savage bchaviour
of a negro boy bred up in that circle Though the character of a man may not
entirley depend upon the way in which he is bred up, to a considerable degree it
does so. Corrsponding to his character, his wishes and visions, his ambitions and
aspirations—the dreames of his soul will also have some reference to the general
circumstances in which he is bred up.

Never would have Alexander become so great had he not had his early days
among the valiant heroes of Macedonia; nor would have risen Napoleon as such
a supreme militery leader of the world had he not been inspired by the glorious
victoride of great historical personages. 1hey had certain visions—certaia dreams
and it was the realisation of their dreams which made them heroes of the world.

Every man, the great as well as the humble owes his success or failure
to the dreams of his heart and the method adepted to realise them.

Many a dream would come to our mind during the many stages of our lives.
There are a thousand and one stages in human life. Here we differ from the
great poet who allotted only seven stages for it; for we take into consideration
each and every mood of the mind. There is8 the warm mid-summer noon when
we wish for a plunge into some Himalayan Lake and the cold winter night
when nothing pleases us except a fire place and some woollen coverings. The
.dazzling sunshine keeps us under some shelter, the beautiful sunset makes us
happy, the silvery moonlight creates poetry within our souls and the pale beams
of the winter moon make us philosophic. At times our souls leap with joy and
spirit and different hours find us gloomy and melancholy. Upon these moods,
our dreams depend very much.

°

To a keen observer of life, nothing is more evident and at the same time
more striking than the fact that man ia never constant. If it is true that no
man is like any other man, it is equally true that no man ever resembles him-
gelf. The child that longs for the toys is not the youth whose longing is for
ever. The tears of an innocent schoel boy are not the sighs of a blooming
youngster. Nor is the youngster who dreams— :

“Such dreams as youthful poets dream on summer eves by haunted
streams” like the philosopher whose care is not about a lady love, but some
other, perhaps spiritual, things. But yet we find that it is one and the same
individual who was first a child, then a youth and at last a philosopher. There
are more than one man within all of us These men have their many dreams.
So our dreams possess very lively relation to our age.

Optimism, pessimism and cynicism are mental aspects detrimental to the
realisation of our dreams. An optimist is blind towards the real and rough

-
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facts of life. He can never think of the many severe struggles and sufferings of
human life. He growssilly. The pessimist on the other hand cares not for
the sunshine of human life. He does not understand the many pleasures and
joys in life. Always expecting nothing but the worst, be grows pensive, imagi-
native and inactive. The cynic is the worst of the lot, for he has only despair
and contempt for the world, with him. We must open our eyes and see things
in their real form Like a soldier we bave to fix our glance at the point, aim
well, and then alone can we overcome the stiff resistance or the many
impediments likely to be seen everywhere :

Will power play a very prominent part in the realisation of our dreams:
Here we may carry our simile a little further. When once we have fixed our
glance at an object, like the soldier, and have taken good aim, there remains
nothing for us, no thinking, except to charge. Forget for the time being about
the success or failure of our advent—and be resolute. What Henritta
Maria wrote to her unfortunate husband, King Charles I of England should be
our motto. Fhe wrote ‘“take up a good resolution, my prince, and pursue it.
To begin and then to stop is to your ruin”. Never was a prophesy-so actually
fulfilled. The wavering mind of Charles marked bhis ruin.

Our philosophy, perhaps, is our worst enemy." Like Hamlet, we at once
become philosophers when it is our duty o put our extreme effort to our cause.
What lord Krishna told Arjuna is nothing but this—“Geetha’ tells us never to be
- come philosoplical when we have to do our duty—to act.

“ Act, act in the liv}ng present
Heart within and God over head”
says our ‘poet of life’ “Success often goes to those who would dare and do ",

It is our dreams that show what to achieve and it is our dreams

that make us men. So let our soul’s dreams be realised by courage and fortitude.

By. N. V. Venkitachalam,

(Senior Inter,)
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NETAJI SUBHAS BOSE

“ The task of liberating India is

That

responsibility we shall not cast on anybody else because that would

be against our national honour.”

ours and ours alone.
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