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THE HISTORIC MESSAGE

OF H. H. THE MAHARAJA OF COCHIN *

MADRP

The events of the past few months have brought grave issues
to the forefront of Indian Politics. The Statements of the Cabinet
Delegation and the Viceroy have raised hopes as well as misgivings
in the people of this country and more especially so in the Subjects
of Indian States. Important constitutional changes are envisaged
by those Statements, and it is but natural that my Subjects and the
Wider Public of India should feel anxious to know my attitude
towards these imminent reforms.

I have given deep consideration to these matters and have

- studied carefully the points ot view put forward by various leaders

of British India and the States. It is a consolation to know that the
integrity of India is not to be broken up and that in forming the
future Constitution of India we can proceed on that basis. Person-
ally I have always felt—and nothing that [ have read these days
has changed my view—that the States are an integral part of India
and should therefore act in unison with the British Indian Provinces
and for the benefit of the Whole. For if India becomes great, every

- part of it becomes great and the States too derive the benefit and
the glory. '

It would seem that the Scheme of linguistic provinces will be
carried out. I am in full agreement with this principle. There is
in India no more precise cultural and linguistic unit than Kerala,

- The people of Kerala are considerably agitated over the question of

redistribution of Provinces. Unless a way is found to establish a
United Kerala the neighbouring district of Malabar will find itself
attached to a Province where culturally it may have to remain a
minority. It is good neither for the Province nor for Malabar that
it should be so. I have said before that if India becomes great every
part of it becomes great. [t is equally true that if everypart be-
comes cohesive and strong, it adds to the strength and greatness of
India as a whole.

* To the Cochin Legislative Council in session on July 29, 1946,

N\
QO AP RD e




The Maharaja’s College MAGAZINE

In this context of fateful events and impending changes it has
fallen to my lot to direct the destinies of my State. I cannot do it
dutifully unless I were to bear in mind therelation of my State and
my Subjects to the rest of Kerala. My Subjects are connected in
so many intimate ways with the people of Malabar that it is no
exaggeration to say that they are as perturbed by the changes
foreshadowed above as the latter.

Studying the problem in this setting I have arrived at the de-
finite conclusion that Kerala must unite and be one if it were to
save itself from cultural extinction. If we remain as we are our
voice in the future Union Govérnment of India will never be heard.
1t will only be a faint and eneffective murmur. For its own sake
and for the good of the Country as a whole Kerala must unite and
function as a separate and cohesive unit in the greater Federation
of India. In order to achieve this, Malabar, Cochin and Travancore e
will have to join together and devise ways and means to frame a |
scheme of Government for the whole Kerala without destroying
the connection of the people to the ancient Ruling Houses. It
appears to me this is not difficult if we have the will and the heart
to save the culture and integrity of Kerala which was, at one time,
being ruled by the common forbear of the ancient Ruling Families,
the Cheraman Perumal. Tradition says that the last Perumal,in =
order to avoid internecine strife, divided his territory into three
and enjoined the Zamorin and the Cochin and the Travancore
Rulers to administer their respective territories without electing a
Perumal. If this is true, History cannot provide a more disastrous
example of an ill-advised injunction to subordinate Rulers by a
Paramount Power. It was the beginning of our troubles, For
the thousand years thereafter we have reaped a harvest of misery :
and quarrels and nothing but that. Isit not time for us to redeem I
our ancient land from the parlous state into which it has sunk ever. - '1
since the aboliticn of the institution of Perumalship? Here is a
golden opportunity for us. Another Paramount Power is relin- -~
quishing power with the sage advice to unite and be strong. We
have, I hope, learned wisdom from our past miseries. We can still 7
get inspiration from our historic past if we care to seek it there.
With suitable modifications to fit modern political coneeptions the
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The Historic Message

institution of ‘The Perumal’ can be revived and a link with the
proud historic past forged. The idea thrills me as it should every
Malayalee. There were in those days many an institution in the
polity of Malabar worthy of copying today because of the demo-
cratic principles on which they were based.

For my part, therefore, and speaking for my State, T am
prepated, indeed I earnestly desire, to combine with Malabar and
Travancore in order to form the Province of Kerala. This does
not mean that the functions of my family are abdicated ; but
necessarily they have to be modified to suit new circumstances. 1
believe in pure Constitutional Rule, and throughout my life I have
sedulously cultivated an attitude towards life and institutions
which is antipathetic to autoeracy and personal rule. Constitutional

' Rule has been the guiding principle of my Family and more espe-
" cially so of my immediate predecessor; and in return we have had

and [ am having the loyalty and love of my Subjects in an unstint-
ed measure. I am sure in future too this traditional attachment of
my -Subjects to my Family will never wane.

With these ideas in view and in order to ascertain how far my
desire to bring into existence a Kerala Province will be shared or
supported by the people of Malabar and the Progressive Ruler of
Travancore I have asked my Diwan to initiate discussions with the

_ Government of Madras and with the Travancore Durbar. These

talks and discussions obviously will have to precede the meeting of
the final Constituent Assembly.

The only other point remaining to be considered is about the
Constituent Assembly and the representation of Cochin in it. It has
not been settled yet how many representatives Cochin could send
to this Assembly. However to set at rest all doubtsabout the method
of representation T am glad to announce that, after mature consi-
deration, I have decided to allow the people to elect their repre-
sentative or representatives. This election will be by the Council ;
but, as in the case of British Indian Provinces, the candidates may
be chosen from anywhere and they need not be members of the
Council. I hope the members will not allow petty motives and

- party squabbles to influence them 1in the selection of our represent-

ative or representatives, I have been watching the party politics
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of the State with great disappointment. ‘The bewildering changes
of party label by members of the Council show a lack of political
education and laxity of principles, which angur ill for the future..
Let me hope it is a passing phase. T am entrusting a grave res-
ponsibility to you in the firm belief that in your hands the prestige
of my Family will be safe and that you will not do anything which
will undermine the ultimate Constitutional Headship of my Dynasty.
There need not be any conflict between a Constitutional Ruler and
his Subjects. There is a lot which you and Ican learn from the
English. You may hate British Imperialism ; but the sober English-
man is a subject worthy of study and his lack of political fads and
fancies is worthy of copying if we want to build up strength.

Let me close this statement. I know the an xiety with which
mnany of you have been awaiting it. I believe I have largely ex-
pressed sentiments which will find an echo in your hearts, . It is
not all generations of men wkho get an opportunity to render service
of such magnitude to their country and people. To those of you
who are young here is the chance 10 forget self and work with
united effort for the good of Kerala and India. [+ is something
worth striving for and achieving. You have still a future before you,
and if success attends our efforts, you can honourably and happily
live alife whose pattern you will have designed and constructed
yourselves. To those of us who are old it is a great satisfaction to
know that we are helping to build a future for Kerala and India"
which ™ will inure- 40 the benefit of posterity and the greatness
of our country. For myself I thank God for vouchsafing me the
opportunity to serve my people and my country in a manner which
I hope will ultimately add to their strength and glory. I don’tseek
any reward except the fulfilment of the dream which I have been
cherishing all these years — the UNIFICATION OF KERALA.
That is all. May God bless our efforts.
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KERALA PROVINCE

The formation of a separate Kerala Province has always been with
us. We were started off by Parasurama as a distinet entity — distinct
from the rest of India, which was all that counted in those days. Kerala
was Karmabhumi where salvation was obtained by good deeds. Sankara-
charya persuaded the inhabitants to adopt ‘anacharams’ so that the
people might be further distinct from the rest of India. Thunchath
Ezhuthachan gave us our present alphabet, getting rid of the old Kolez-
huthu and Vettezhuthu, thus further emphasising our difference. And
now, His Highness the Maharaja of Cochin, the representative of the
ancient emperors of Kerala, has drawn our attention to this issue.

The Congress has accepted the principle of the formation of separate

_ linguistic provinces, so that we shall soon be again in the position that

Sankaracharya and Parasurama intended us to occupy ; but the Congress
linguistic province differs from Parasurama’s land. The name ‘Kerala’
was applied to only a portion of the ancient Parasurama’s Province.
According to The Keralolpatty this land extended from Gokarnam to
Kanya Kumari, and was divided into four portions, first the Tulu
Kingdom extending from Gokarnam to Perumpuzha,i. e. to about the
southern end of the present South Kanara District ; second, the Kupa
Kingdom extending from Perumpuzha to Putupatnam, i. e. North
Malabar as at present constituted less the southern half of Karumbranad
Talugq ; third, the Kerala Kingdom, extending frcm Putupatnam to
Kanetti, i. e. South Malabar, including the southern half of Kurumbra-
nad Taluk, Cochin State, and North Travancore : and fourth, the Mushika
Kingdom, from Kannetti to Cape Comorin, i. e. Southern Travancore.
Let us now see how far it is possible and feasible to extend the
boundaries that Congress has fixed for us. We certainly cannot claim
any portion of the North Kanara District, where Gokarnam is situated.
They speak Canarese there as well in Coondapur and Udipi, the two
"Northern Taluks of the South Kanara District, although Tulu is not
~unknown. But perhaps from the middle of Udipi Taluk, Tulubecomes
the predominant language upto Kasargod Taluk, where Malayalam is
the prevailing language. Many Tulus are prepared to join a Kerala
Province provided the word ‘Tulunad’ is added to the name of the
Province. This Iknow from personal conversations. Kanarese was

i’uﬁ"po-se'dﬁon the Tulu::speaking races by the British administration, for

s
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the sake of convenience, when they had no Malayalam-speaking terri-
tories, and the name South Kanara is a misnomer for Tulunad. Again
the Moplas throughout Kanara speak Malayalam, and the chief Hindu
tace, the Bunts, follow Alya ‘Santanam Law, which is Marumakka-
thayam Law. The Billavas correspond to our Thiyyas, and along with
the Bunts form the two chief Hindu races. Nor are the South Kanara
Brahmins so very different from the Nambudiris of Malabar with whom
they readily amalgamate. It is well known that certain prominent
Nair families of Kasaragod Taluk are Bunts. Tulu has no alphabet,
and is now written in Kanarese characters, although formerly, if my
information is correct, it was written in Malayalam characters. So we
can well claim from the Congress that our ancient boundaries should be
restored to this extent, and Udipi (portion), Karkal, Mangalore, Puthur,
and Kasaragod Taluks should for:n a portion of the proposed Kerala
Province. Congress has given us only Kasaragod out of all this. ~ Then
there is the small Province of Coorg. Here again their language, the
Kodagu language, is more akin to Malayalam than to Kanarese. A
Malayalam-speaking person can understand Kodagu. But here again
for the convenience of the British administration, they have been given
the Kanarese alphabst and lumped along with the Kanarese. Both
these tracts of country would join Kerala if some propaganda is done,
but this should be done without delay, as presumably India would be
divided along linguistic lines immediately the Constit‘ueqg-e,,,Asséln'bly
completes its labours. The Nilgiri platean was part of Malabar District
until 1843, and there is a tradition that one of the Zamorins of Calicat
visited some of the villages in Nilgiris during one of his tours through
His dominions. Malabar jeamis still own vast tracts of land in the
Nilgiri Distriet.

‘India is still very largely divided along religious lines, and each of
the three great religious faiths prevalent in India—Hinduism, Muha-
madanism, and Christianity —could claim Kerala is peculiarly its. Kerala
is in some ways the purest of all Hindu provinces. Unaffected by the
various invasions that have so often overrun the rest of India, we have
kept Hinduism with both its tolerances and intolerances in a more
primitive form than in any other part of India. Both the Muslim and
Christian Churches are among the earliest in India. TIslam could:claim
to have converted one of the Emperors of Kerala, and the Syrian Church

was firmly established in Kerala before the earliest Europeans came to

the South. Both these religions were given _special privileges in our
land, and their followers form a considervable portion of our population.

8o no true inhabitant of Kerala could afford to take a purely religious.
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Kerala Province

view of secular and political matters. In my opinion it is undoubtedly
the economic factor that would eventually prevail as against the religious.
One cannot, or rather the mass of the people cannot, always remain in
a state of religious ecstacy and fanaticism, if such a course is against
their economic interests. We have many examples of thisin both
Indian and European History. In Malabar itself the Mopla Moslems
often rebelled against Tippu, and even recently, I am informed, many
Hindus choose to live in the Muslim League provinces in preference to
Congress provinces, as they feel that there would be less confiscatory
legislation in the former.

Apart from all this there is the general feeling prevalent on the
West Coast that we do not obfain fair treatment in the matter of ad-
missions into the educational institutions in Madras and in the Services,
The Communal G. O. is at the bottom of this. To prefer a2 man because
and only because he'belongs to a certain commwunity lowers to that
extent the standard of public life, and the public are compelled to accept
his services, when they would have been much better served if merit
alone had been the deciding factor, and is to that extent an offence
against the public and a waste of public money. Again the principle
of communal preference tends to perpetuate communal differences, just
as communal electorates have done. We, in Kerala cannot afford te
prefer either one religion or one caste or community to another.

There is also the great inconveniences and hardships that have

been caused to the inhabitants of the British part of Kerala by the
misunderstandings and misconeeptions of foreigners, both British and

~Indian, who have govemed us, and whiech make the formation of a
‘qeparate pmvmce both desirable and necessary.

Tam not greatly® worried by the doubts cast on our ability to pay
our way. When such a small State like Cochin could maintain & Royal
family, an expensive civil service, and a Council of Ministers, Malabar,
which is identical in its physical characteristics, certainly could, let
alone Kerala. Kerala - could be formed into a Federation, consisting of
the two States and one or more provinces, just as the Indian Common-
wealth is to be composed of a federation of the present British Pro-
vinces and the States, and this Kerala Federation could well form a unit
of the larger Indian Federation, and as I hope, the Indian Cummon-

- wealth itself to form a unit of a world federation. This does not imply

the abdication of the two royal families of Travancore and Cochin, just
as Federal India does not imply the abdication of the various families -
ruling the different States. The abdication or the continuance of these

families is the domestic concern of the different States.
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1t is, however, only right that I should point out that the formation
of linguistic provinces, with a weak ¢centre and with great powers for
the autonomous units, is definitely and logically against the formation
of an United India. Thete are so many disruptive forces at work that
everyone who wants a strong and united India should automatically
vote against linguistic provinces. No doubt the centre in all federal
Governments have shown a tendency to get sttong at the expense of the
provinces. A well known example is that of the United States of
America. But there we have a people who are more or less homo-
geneous, in the sense that they are all of European stock, and have a
mote or less common religion and have adopted a comwmon culture. In
India we have none of these features, and in fact we have seen both
Bengal and Bind threaten ‘that they would form separate and indepen-
dent sovereign states if a Congress Government is formed at the Centre,
Tiven in America there was the attempt of the South to break away from
the Commonwealth. But then the question that arises is why should
we bé o anxious to have a strong centre in India? Whether we would
not be happier as members of a small state, where the state would react
immediately to our demands and needs than be a member of a large and
unwieldy India? Whether the imposition ~of its will by Delhi on us
would ctonduce more to our happiness and self respect than that of a
purely Kerala Assembly? Whether if the United Nations succeed in
functioning successfully there would be any need for a strong centre in
India? The reply as to whether we should have a strong centre would
be greatly influenced by the success or failure of the United Nations to
find a way towards universal peace, just as the future of mankind itself
depends on this. Even if the United Nations shoald fail there are quite
a few small states that would not readily sacrifice their independence,
and.which are smaller than many of the linguistic units that would be
composing India.

Before ending, I would say at greater length a few words as to the
most striking attempt made as yet to unite India. The attem pt to adopt
Hindi, so far as Kerala is concerned, would in all probability be opposed
by large sections of our Moslem and Christian countrymen. Is it so
very necessary to alienate them to carry out a non - Kerala programme?
Nor is it very easy to see why we should bave a common language like
Hindi, if we are to divide along linguistic lines, and replace to that
extent our own language in favour of a language which has neither a
great literature nor would be beneficial to us with regard to the study of
the sciences. Our ideas of freedom’ are largely derived from the study
of English and European literature and ourleaders are steeped in them.
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