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~“The case of Mexico is one of the clear-
est-of all. I have just come (rom fifteen
months in that republic and there can be

no doubt v hatever the farmers, the Indians .

in the fields and the inhabitants of the
towns and villages are profoundly’ attacled
to the Church The spectacle of Mexico city
itself is'to be found in practically no part
of the western hemisphere. I know of no
great Latin American city where the Churcleg

ever: on weekdays are packed with the faith-
ful, a large portion of whom are men.. It
does not occur in Panama or in Lima or
Rio de Jenero. The persecution was ofcourse:
responsible. Tt is quite possible to -assert
that Plutarcs Elias Callas did more than
any other Mexican to Vigorise the faith of
the Masses. - In Mexico to be a Catholic re-
- quired more than tradition and more than
a vague and nebulous senliment; 1t required
forthright courage and often martyrdom-
Mexican Catholicism ~ inspite of the ‘long
road yet.to go, combined magmhcently the
deeply tradltlonal the spiritual, and  the
pious with the intellectval, It .is no ex~
aggeration {o cay thatin mexico cf all Lalin
America, the future of the Church &sa
religious  institution and a growmg force, '
most favourable G
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“There iz one good elfective way to
meet the Pretestant propaganda: harder,
more practical and better - organised work
on the part of Latin American  Catholies.
Seme Protestant Missionaries are insultingly
olfensive in their proselytizing efforts; others

- work at great sacrifices. They have pene-

trated the hot and dangercus jungles of
eastern tsolivia and contacted savages who
had never betore seen the white man. In
some distiicts they have been able to raise
a bit the low living standard of the Indian.
Generally the schools run by Protestants are
excellant and they do not proselytize. In
one small capital the modern efficient me=-
thods of a North American coilege :cled as

a stimulus to the chiefl Catholic school of
the city and let it to discard some of its

antiquated methods. - The old easy going
ways must be discarded Instead of spending
50,000 dollars en a jewelled crown for the
statue of the Virgin Mary, let them put the
money . into Christian social works. Let the
parish priest at Christmas time, instead of
buying new candelabra for the altar of his
Church use the christmas offerings to buy
food and presents for the poor chiidren of
his pansh?
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“Neither must it be supposed that the -
solicitude of church is not occupied with
her spiritual concerns of its children as to ne-
glect their interests temporal and earthly.
Its desire 18 that the poor foi example,
should rise above poverty and wrefchedness
and should better their condition in life; and
for this it strives. : :

Moreover, the Church intervenes direct-
ly in the interests of the pcor by sciting on
foot and keeping up many things which it
sees to be efficacious 1in the relief of
poverty. ”
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“In years past it was thought that mala -
ria, ‘or ‘‘chill and fever” as it was called, was
somewhat like fall house—-cleaning—one of
those unpleasant things that is sure to come
every yeat. - That is now known to be false.
No one¢ need have malaria, The germ is
carried from one person to anathér by a cer—
tain kind of mosquito. Protected from that
mosquito’s bite, a person cannot have this
disease. B3ad food, bad water, damp air,
night air—none of these things has any thing
to do with malaria.

Only a mosquito and only one kind of mos-
quito can convey malaria. It is called Ano-
pheles. Where no malaria-carrying mosquito
exists no cases of malaria develop. They
breed in stagnant or slow-moving water.
Malaria therefore is common where much
rain and poor drainage prevail. The disease
is most frequent in the southern states, es-
pecially in the Mississippi Kiver valley.
Cases also occuralong the Atlantic coast from
Connecticut south and in certain spots along
the Pacific Coast.” :
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