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ROYAL TOUR

HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA,
AND HER HIGHNESS MAHARANT
SETU PARVATI BAYI, at the Trivan-
drum Aerodrome. Their Highnesses left by
Air redently for Kotagiri,



_ BUDDH A—
Trivandrum Museum

{Recent notable additions to the Trivandrum Museum consist of rare
4d valuable specimens of Gandhara Sculpture of the second ce.tury
D., depicting Buddha in seated and standing postures. Ancient
Ppllenistic or Greek influence is noticed in some of these figures. Here
jone of the exquisitely soulptured figures of the Bodhisatva.




Aiyar, who met Lord Ismay, prior to
his departure to England, and thereafter
had interviews and disr;ussi_ons with the
Viceroy and Sir Eric Mieville regarding Tra-
vancore’s atlitude in respect of the consti-
tutional discussions, stated that it now
appeared to be clear that the scheme of a
United India which was the ideal of the
Indian National Congress and which many
persons including himself ‘Wholeheartedly
advocated was in the present circumstances

. impracticable of achievement. ‘The Con-
gress and the Teague had both made up
their minds to effect the partition of parts
of India and bring into existence more than
one sovereign State in this country.

The Sachivottama affirmed that.in the
events that have happened and are
happening he was fortified in'the decision
that the obvious course to he pursued by
a State, geographically and educationally
situated like Travancore, was to assert and
vindicate its existence as an independent
State pursuing, at the same time a policy of
‘close co-operation in trade, commerce, re-
search, education, communications and
other matters of common concern with the

Pé&?@ﬁadheﬂaﬁﬁs :

SACHIVOTTAMA Sir C. P. Ramaswami

_gative powers according to established

rest of India. ‘Everything that had hap-
pened in India and in Delhi had reinforced.

the attitude which Travancore had decided: l‘
to adopt. :

TRAVANCORE'S PECULIAR.
POSITION :

THE. following statement in respect of

the resolutions passed at the Trichur
Aykiya Kerala Convention and in Giwalior
has been issued by Sachivottama Sir.C. P.

Ramaswami Aiyar, Dewat, " = ==

In order to dispel the appare'ntlm-i,scpg- 3
ceptions evidenced by, some ‘ofA thé, speeches
made recently at Gwalior and during the
Trichur Conference it should be clearly
understood that it has been the uniform
and long continued practice of the Maha-
rajas of Travancore, apart from issuing
Proclamations and exercising their preros

conventions, not to make pronousicements.
of a political character or on controversial
subjects.

Statements and speeches on such subjects.
are made when necessary by the Dewan of
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“the State who is His Highness’s duly con-
‘gtitutional adviser and executive agent.
Acting in that capacity, I wish to make it
-clear that the distinction sought to be
_.drawn at recent meetings is untenable. It
may be definitely taken for granted that the
Travancore Government does . not propose
. to become a unit of any such province as is
-envisaged in the Trichur Resolution. The
_ position is quite apart from the Govern-
.ment to enter into appropriate arrange-
‘ments with an all India Government on
~ matters of common concern. Such arrange-
ments are specially called for and have to
‘be negotiated irrespective of what takes
. _place with regard to other Indian States.

Travancore occupies a peculiar position
_amongst the Indian States, not only as an
; “important maritime State but as one possess-
- img certain special and ancient rights in
~ “respect of coinage and currency, postal
. services, imports and exports and other
-commercial matters that have been recog-
nised and implemented by the British
-Government.

-SRI SWATI THIRUNAL CENTENARY
 CELEBRATIONS ,

= °F T has been proposed to organize an
<M exhibition during the Sri Swati Tirunal
“Centenary Celebrations displaying articles
.-of interest intimately associated with Sri
Swati Tirunal. Among these are such out-
rstanding treasures like the safe he was
“using, the image of Sri Rama he was wor-
“shipping and the musical instruments he
“was playing on. Some contemporary paint-
- -ings of the Royal Composer, specially one
- Alepicting him as a child appear to exist,
_"and ‘attempts are being made to exhibit
them also, ~ It is also proposed to
‘get together as many pictures as possible
-of great musicians from various localities
for being exhibited. Some manuseript
books on Art in Sri Swati Tirunal’s 6wn

6

handwriting will also be among the exhi-
bits. The Committee has been able to
locate some ‘interesting exhibits such as a
wooden statuettee of Sri Swati Tirunal,
pictures of His Highness Sri Swati
Tirunal’s father, mother. and aunt. They
have also been able to procurg an old
though slightly damaged black and white
portrait of the Royal musician from ome of
the Palaces.

PRE-UNIVERSITY COURSE

N consonance with the recommenda-

tions of the Travancore Education Re-
organisation Committee, the Government
of Travancore propose to start a Pre.Uni-
versity School from the beginning of the
academic year 1947—48 in the old Arts
College buildings, Trivandrum. According
to the new scheme the University Previous
School prepares students for the University
Entrance Exdmination after an year’s
course. Those who are duly certified to
have passed the Examination can choose
for the Degree Course one of the following
faculties : —

Faculty of Arts, Faculty of Science,
Faculty of Oriental Studies and Fine Arts,
and Faculty of Engineering,

The present Intermediate Course will
continue for some time till the Pre-Unijver-
sity course becomes the sole channe] of
entrance to the Faculties in the University.

Candidates who seek admission to the
University Previous Class must have passed
English School Leaving Certificate Exa-
mination, Provision is made for instruc.
tion in the following subjects :—

1. English, 2. Malayalam. 3, Tamil.
4. Sanskrit. 5. Hindi. 6. Indian History
7. English History. 8. Mathematics.
9- Physies. 10. Chemistry. 11. Botany.
12. Zoology. 13. Drawing.
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~ English will be compulsory subject.
: VCandldates should take three optional sub-
jects als®' It is proposed to adopt the
following grouping with regard to the
optional subjects :—

1. Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry ;

2. Physics, Chemistry, Botany ;

3. Physics, Chemistry, Zoology ;

4.. Zoology, Botany, Chemistry ;

5. - Mathematics, Indian History, British
History ;

6. Indian History, British History and
one of the languages ; and

7. Malayalam, Sanskrit and Hindi .

Such of the students as wish to join the
Faculty of Engineering should do a fourth
optional namely drawing, besides learning
compulsory English and three optionals.

The school opens on the 9th June-

RADIO-SONDE STATION FOR
TRAVANCORE

ue to the initiative of Rajyasevapravina

Dr. K. I. Moudgill, Director of Re-
search, Travancore University,-and the keen
interest of the Government in scientific and
technical advancement, a ‘“Radio-Sonde”
station has been established at the Trivan-
drum Observatory by the Indian Meteoro-
logical Department and the first flight was
conducted recently up Trivandrum witha
network of fourteen other radio-sonde sta-
tions distributed all over India

Radio-sonde is the latest development

-in meteorological science for the determina-

tion of temperature, pressure and humidity
of upper regions atmosphere.

The technique was entirely worked out
by the officers of the Indian Meteorological
Department during the last five years, and
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incorporates many new and ingenious de-

vices, rendering the instrument accurate-
and reliable and easy of construction, re-
production, installation and operation. The
method consists of sending up four—
meter—wireless transmitters attached to a
balloon which sends out regularly signals
of pressure, temperature and humidity.
These signals are picked up by specially
constructed receivers and :are recorded onm
moving paper tape. From these records,
the pressure, temperature and humidity of
air over Trivandrum at various altitudes
are calculated.

The data obtained daiiy are expected
to yield valuable information regarding
mechanism of monsoons and, in conjunctionm
with those from fourteen other stations im
India, it provides valuable aid to weather
prophets at several centres of meteorological
offices.

Until recently, before the introductiom
of radio method, balloons with self-recording.
instruments were used by the Department
for the same purpose.

But, since the success of each flight
depends on the chance recovery of the
instrument after it falls to the earth, those
flights were only of limited use for dsﬂ}
forecasting work. Radio-sonde helps obtaiﬁ
meteorological data at different stations at
the same hour, and thus places the science
of weather forecasting on a surer basis.
In these days of rapid progress and travel
such data are of enormous value to the
pilot« It may also be mentioned that the
Indian Meteorological Department itself
manufactures every part of these instru-
ments, calibrates them, and arranges to
send them to different radio-sonde stations
set up and run by them..
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'SRl CHITRA ECONOMIC
2 :{CONFERENCE
TVHE eighth session of the Sri Chitra

Economic Conference held at Trivan-
drum recently was presided over by
Mr. W. H. Cummings, Leader of the
United States Delegation to the Rice Study
: "'Group‘ and was attended by a large and
reptesentatlve gathering, including a num-
ﬂer of members of the Rice Study Group
- delegations

Mr. Cummings, in the course of the

gfesidentiﬂ observations, said that though
ﬁe had not yet had an opportunitylof study-
M the conditions here as much as
‘he would wish, he knew what
important role fisheries could play in a

an
; maritime State, Citing the instance of his
" own country, he stressed the nutritive value
of fish as-an article of diet particularly to
~ a country like India faced with acute food
~ shortage and possessing a vast coast line
mﬂ hoped that ere long, thanks to the
mches being carried on in the State,
it ‘would become self-sufficient
‘matter of food and that India as a whole
would be able to offer her teeming popula-

in the

ﬁ_on with the nutritious and balanced diet
in the near future.

Rajyasevapravina Dr. K. L. Moudgill,
,Di_ltector of Research, Travancore University
* spoke on fishery development in Travancore.

He pointed out that 1,820,000 cwts. of fish
were caught annually in the State, half of
which was exported, their value ag%regating
to nine crores of rupees in normal years.
The Government of Travancore in  co-
operation with the Government of India had
started fishery research in the State at a

cost of four lakhs of rupees per year for three
years. He stressed the need for seientific
work and provision in regard to storage,
transport and the study of the habits of
fish and surveys of the bottom fauna of the
sea. The Government had acquired a
vessel for assisting fishermen and carrying
out research and a company has been
started for carrying out deep sea fishing on
a commercial scale.
Travancore, ‘ he
potential capacity of
thousand gallons of shark liver

said, had
producing

the
eight
to ten
oil annually sufficient for the nutritional
needs of Travancore, He sought the co-
operation of Mr. Cummings in securing a
small distillation unit from the U. S-A:
where the work of distilling fish oils had
made great progress and Mr. Cummings
agreed to do his best in this matter. Con-
cluding, Dr. Moudgill recounted the great
and meritorious services that the fishing
community was rendering to the State and
thereby helping its economy and appealed
to public men and social workers to do
everything possible to ameliorate their
conditions. :
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=" RATHER THAN |

AN OCCUPATION

Part played by Coconut Industry in the economic life of Travancore

Requesting His Highness the Blaya Raja of Tra-
vancore to lay the [foundation-stone of the Ceniral
Research Station of the Indian Central Coconut Commit-
tee, at Krishnapuram, near Kayamkulam, Mr. S. BAS U,
.1 E, O.B.E, IC.8, VieChairman, Indian
Council of Agricultural Research, New Delki said: —

consider it a great privilege to welcome

Your Highness this afternoon and my first
duty is a pleasant one, namely to convey to
Your Highﬁess on behalf of the Committee
and on my own behalf our grateful thanks
for responding so graciously to our humble
invitation. It is indeed a red-letter day in
the history of the Committee that we have
1o less a personage than the Elaya Raja of
Travancore]} to lay the foundation-stone of
our first research station. This is one more
proof, if proof were needed, of the keen
interest taken by the Ruling House of
Travancore for the welfare of its subjects
among whom the growing of coconuts isa
“way of life” rather than an occupation, and
whick plays an important part in the econo-
mic life of the State.

9
Travancore Government’s =
keen interest

From its very inception, the Govern-
ment of Travancore have taken a keen
interest in the work of this Commit-
tee. We recall with gratitude and
pleasure that its inaugural meeting was
held at Trivandrum in April 1945 when
Sachivottama Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyer,
Dewan of Travancore, delivered the inau-
gural address in which he not only gave us
sage counsels but made the generous offer
that his Government would pay the entire
expenses of buildings, plants and appara-
tus, in case the Committee decided to set
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up such an organisation in Travancore: We
bear witness here to-day to the gradual ful-

filment of that promise.

I also take this opportunity of according
a warm welcome to all ladies and gentle~
men assembled here this afternoon. :

You will perhaps be interested to hear a
little about the circumstances which had
led up to today’s function and I will, there-
fore, ask for your indulgence for a few
minutes while I make a brief reference to-
them. ‘

Diseases of the Coconut Palm

I have been driving through your coun-
tryside and while I was charmed and fasci-
nated by the beauty of backwaters and:
landscape, I felt not a little depressed too,
for quite a large number of the coconut
palms—the jewels of your landscape and
the mainstay of your economic life—seemed
a little less jewel like and looked as though
they required a lot of support themselves
before they could support you. Instead of
being the sturdy trees that they ought to be,
with green vigorous leaves and thick heavy
bunches of nuts, they appeared anaemic,
half-starved and unhealthy with yellowing
leaves and few nuts or none at all. The
coconut trees in this part of the country are
heir to a number of ills, The rhinoceros
beetle, the 'coconut caterpillar and the red

o :’7_;
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palm weevil all seem to harbour a- special
@animosity for them, while certain diseases

-undermine their vitality.

The pests and diseases of coconut have
-assumed very serious proportions in certain
parts of Travancore and Cochin. They
have been known to exist in these areas for

‘the last 70 years, although fortunately
-eriough, they do not occur in other parts of
India. Starting from a few isolated cases
‘in different parts of Travancore, these dis-
eaees have spread considerably widely and
in this State alone, nearly 200,000 acres
under coconut are said to be involved In
Cbe"hm State, more than two-thirds of the
area in Cochin Kanayanur Taluks which
“has about half the total area in the State,
‘fall within the infected belt.  These diseases
‘have wrought great havoc among coconut
‘trees. In fact, a very serious menace
- hangs over the coconut growing industry
~ .on the West Coast threatening its very ex-
~ -istence, and 10 measure could be considered
too costly which is devised to ward off and
-gliminate that menace. : ;

E_Jpploying all resources of Scieliléé-
. The object of the institution whose foun-

_eh’tibnvstone will presently be laid by His

m offenslve against all the pests and

!ﬁl!l’mthat attack the coconut palm, em-
ploying for the purpose ail the resources of

‘science.

affecting their leaves and roots insidiously °

The first systematic attempt to investi-
gate the diseases of the coconut palm was
made in 1937 when a five year scheme for the
purpose was sanctioned. by the Imperial
Council of Agricultural Research and start-
ed functioning in Travancore. In 1942 the
scheme was extended by a'fui'ther period of
five years. With the settiné up of the Indian
Central Coconut Committee, however, it
was decided that the Committee should
take over the Imperial Council of Agricul-

 tural Research’s share of liability in respect

of the scheme and this was done with effect
from the 1st January 1946. Its term as
originally sanctioned, expired on the 3lst
March 1947, but it has been extended by
one year from the Ist April 1947. The
intention, however, is to absorb the scheme
in the work of the Central Research Station-
that is being set u;i here, as soon as the

latter starts functioning.

This station is expected to cost the Com-
mittee Rs. 4,21,000 as non-recurring expen-
diture and Rs. 72,000 as the annual recur-
ring expenditure. But I am sure that these
amounts, substantial as they are, will repay
ample dividends in the shape of a rehabilita-
ted coconut industry which, even as it is,
plays such & vital role not only in the re-
gional economy of Xerala, but in the
national economy of India.

May I now request your Highness to lay
the foundation-stone of the Central Research
Station ?
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'F:rst Research Sl:at:on of the Ind:an Central
Coconut Committee

Laying the foundation-stone of the Central Research

Instetute of the Indian
recently at

Krishnapuram, near

Central Coconut Committee

Kayamcolam,

HIS HIGHNESS THE ELAYA RAJA of Tra

vancore savd .—

YHE occasion which has brought us
together rhis evening is of great import-
ance to the agricultural economy of the
State and upon the successful outcome of
this undertaking, we build our hopes for
the improvement in the 'yield of the most
important money-crop of the State and the
eradication of the disease for which it has
been liable for more than half a century.
It does not mean, however, that the Tra-
have

looking on while the cocoanut palm disease

vancore Government been

has been running its damaging course. On
the other hand, the available resources of
administrative and technical experience
have been freely availed of and during the
last four decades the active efforts of Gov-

ernment have been directed towards its
check.
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At this stage, about ten years ago, the
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research

took a further step by sanctioning a re-

search scheme for the investigation of the
disease.

But the present scheme is part of a
four-sided tackling of the problem under a

statutory body known as the Indian
Central Coconut Committee under whose
ausi:vices we have gathered here to-day. I
have been asked to lay the foundation-stone
of a Central Research Station for Travan:
core in a centre cons_ide'red particula_rl}
suitable and it gives me great pleasure to
do so. Full of hope in the future pros-

perity ‘of the coconut palm divinely

bestowed on our land, I now declare the

stone well and truly laid,
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THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL INVESTI-' |
.~ GATION INTO RICE PRODUCTION
AND DISTRIBUTION

FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL ORGANISATION :
RICE STUDY GROUP s e

HE First International Conference of thei Rice Study Group met in Travin- -
E core’s Parhament House at Trivandrum in the presence of a representative

3 gathering. That modern Chamber provided o brilliant setting for that- historic accas
sion, the deliberations of which ave fraught with tremendous possibilities. fdr the
" teeming millions tnhabiting the South East Asia countries. Both the Travancore
Dewan (Sachwottama Sir C. P. Ramaswani Azyao; who  weleomed the delegates‘
and the Food Member of the Government of Indw, the Hon’ble " Dr. Ra_yemicm'~ g
Prasad, who declared the Conference open, and the Chairman of the Study Group,; i
Mr. 8. Y. Krishnaswams, stressed the appropriateness of holding the session of the 2D
Rice Study Group in India and specially in Pravancore. i |

The Rice Study Group of the United Nations Food and Agricuwltwral Or gani- ;
sation, is determined, to tackle the problems connected with vice production, collection x -
and siorage of the cereal, and measwres connected with its disty ibution, and price

teontrol. The Group has split wp into variows Commtttees, 'm,eetzng eveoy day to dzs-_ :
cuss and, study particular problems. 2

The Siudy Growp owes its origin to the decision arrived by the Prepa'r'z'ztb'a'y e
Commission of the Food and Agricultural Orgawisation, at Washington that rice
being an Astatic cereal, it would be proper that the Conference should meet somewhere
in South Bast Asia to deal with the problems of rice. Reports of this Study Group,
which promises to be exhaustive, will be. swbmitted for discussion at the International
Rice Conference, which will be held some iime in leuly or August,

Welcoming ‘the Members of the Plenary Session of the
Rice Study Group, SACHIVOTTAMA SIR C. P. RAMA-
SWAMI AIYAR, Dewan of Travancore, said as follows :— “{

Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Mr. Vogel, Mem- Sugar, Tea and Rubber have been dealt

@ers of the Rice Study Group and Friends, with so far on an international status.

T is my duty as it is my privilege to Rice iIs essentially an Asiatic Crop and I s

- welcome the Members of the Rice 821 1{°t making any accusations nor am I ‘

5 ‘Study Group who are beginning their deli- making any reflections when I say that for .
: berations and investigations today. In SOmE reasom or f’thefv perhaps not. wholly
doing $0, I wish to remind the Group and unconnected with the .fact that it is an
this audience and the public at large of the ASlifth crops the question of the problem
circumstance that this is the first inter- of rlce'has n?t 1:e‘:fblved as much interna-
national investigation into the matter of rice inﬂal investigation and deliberation as its
production and rice distribution. Wheat, Importance deserves. And it is, therefore,
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His Highness the Maharaja of Travancore,
on behalf of the Government and the State
of Travancore, I accord a hearty and most
cordial welcome to the members who have
assembled here on what I consider to be
extremely important and creative work.

A True and Veteran Administrator

It is also a matter of special pleasure
- and gratification that we have amongst us
today Dr. Rajendra Prasad. We have
knowii each other for many years. I.have
studied him at close quarters as a person
belonging to a deficit area and as one who
has appealed to his semse of justice and
humanity as Member for Food and Agri-
culture in the Interim Government. Very
very few public men of India have had as
unsullied a career and history as Dr.
Rajendra Prasad:; his self-sacrifice, his
learning and his devotion to duty are pro
verbial, But over and above that, as an
Administrator of some standing I may say
that I have found him a tried and veteran
administrator born to the task, and it is a
matter of luck and for satisfaction that he
is amongst us today °to guide the delibera-
tions and to bless the labours of this con-
ference.

International :Planning

International planning in regard to rice
is necessary and overdue. We have been
accustomed to many disappointments be-
cause of the lack of such international
planning. Here again I am uttering no
reproaches but people all over India have
been scanning in the newspapers the utter-
ances of respomnsible public men. Today
we are told that there is surplus grain in
I’ndonesm and it is coming in large quanti-
-‘-hes for the purpose of supplementing our
: deﬁclency tomorrow we -are given certain

figures about Burma; the day after, about

Siam. We get temporary satisfaction, but

13

with special gratification that on behalf of .

v

at the end we find, whether on account of’

transport difficulties or political compli-
cations, or something else, the expected
supplies do not come. A -certain amount
of international planning and international
work is therefore necessary, firstly in the
matter of production, secondly in the mat-
ter of collection and storage, thirdly in the
matter of distribution, and fourthly in the-
various problems that arise in this con-
nection.

The Indian Food Delegation—and I
here refer to Sir S. V. Ramamurty in
particular—on which it was the good
fortune of Travancore to have a represen-
tative, pressed very strongly for such a
Rice Study Group as has now besn sum-
moned in Travancore for the purpose of
collecting all the material and making the-
data available for a fuller world conference
which I trust will not be very late in com-
ing, and it will deal efficiently and finally
with the problems that arise in this con-
nection. A Conference of the United
Nations declared that there has never been
enough food for the health of all people
and therefore the production of food must
be greatly expanded. The United Nations
Organisation went on to say words which
are fit to be remembered and pondered
over —it requires imagination and firm
will on the part of each Government and.
people to make use of the knowledge that

is available. It was as a result of the
United Nations Organisation work that the
Food and Agriculture Organisation of the
United Nations Organisation was starfed,
The short term work before this Body is.
the determination of surpluses and deficits
and facilities for collection and transport
so as to avoid disappoinment as in the cases.
I have already adverted to.

Appropriateness of the First Session.
at Trivandrum
There is perhaps a certain appropriate-:
ness in the first meeting of this Rice Study-
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bemg held in Travancore.
fanmml ‘import of rice into India during the
~ -pre-war years was about 12 lakhs of tons;
.during the corresponding period the import
.of rice into Travancore consisted of 3.60
‘lakhs of tons. In other words, during the
years before the war, Travancore was tak-
-ing in nearly 30 per cent. of the total
Indian import of rice. Honourable Mem-
“bers of the Rice St udy Group, and visitors
drom outside Travancore who come into
this State either by aeroplane or by train
.and see the luxuriance of vegetation, the
abundance of water, and all the other faci-
‘lities that go with agricultural prosperity,
‘may wonder why and how Travancore is
-3 deficit area, and has been before the war
.dependent on imports for her food.® There
was a time when the price of paddy and
‘rice fell, partly on account of want of inter-
‘national planning and regimentation and
;partly on account of other reasons.

Travancore’s Food Position

There are parts of Travancore which are
-one of the most fertile in the world ; gene-
tally speaking, agricultural fertility in
‘Travancore is well known. But Travan-
-core, rightly or wrongly, concentrated upon
what may be called luxury crops. I do
-not include in those crops the characteris-
tic products of Travancore—the coconut
palm. We produce a not inconsiderable
proportion of coconut oil, coconut fibre,
:and other products of the coconut palm.
We have practically the largest percentage
.of that production in India. Our mono-
poly products are coconut and the products
-of coconut, coir, fibre, tea, rubber, pepper,
.ginger, cardamom, and cashew nuts, These
:are very largely cultivated in the State
and the cultivation of these products was
taken up because that cultivation was pro-
fitable and much more paying than the
«<ultivation of paddy or rice. Therefore
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what happened was that on the outbreak

of the war when Japan over.ran the coun-
tries of the Far East, suddenly on one fine :
morning we found that the rice supplies
to Travancore were cut off, our main sup-
pliers being Burma, Malaya and Siam. We
had to find for ourselves. At that time
the Government of India started central
regimentation and planning. That plan-
ning was indifferently suaccessful to start
with. I have said more ‘than once ' that if
things had been more thoroughly prepared
for and designed we could have got our
rice from Madras, Madras could have got
its rice from Bombay, Bombay from Sind
and so on. What happened was we had to
wait for rice from Kashmir. Literallj‘r
Kashmir rice came in the early years to
Travancore and Madras rice went Some-:
where else. We complicated the problems
of planning. Buf gradually because of cor-
rect planning, procurement and rationing,
the difficulties of the deficit areas were
solved to a great extent and this was due
to the interest which the Government of
India took in the matter of providing for
the needs of the deficit areas. We were
therefore dependent on the Government of
India and we continue to be so dependei:.
In the meantime however our calculations
were all upset. I am mentioning this not
for the purpose of presenting to this august
body our local difficulties, but in order to
point out how important it is to have an
over-all planning of rice production.

We had therefore to look out for other
sources of subsistence. There was tapioca,
Tapioca was introduced by ome of the
heir-apparents of this State from outside
Travancore. It grew well in Travancore
and people began to use it to a very very
large extent. The food of the rural
population even now consists of fapioca
and rice. But the medical authorities
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*  came to usand said Za@pioca is not nutritious
f and consists only of starch; you must not
use too much of it; there are no vitamins
init- So it fell to the lot of the Govern-
-ment of Travancore to conduct propaganda
asking people not to touch tapioca. Burma
fell, rice did not come in and then there
was state-wide propaganda that we should
grow tapioca and use it. It went on like
that and we supplemented our meagre rice
resources with tapioca. The result was
that at this moment the figures are some-
what like this :—

The area grown under paddy is about 657,000
The area under coconut 575,000
491,000

So that next to paddy and coconut the
acreage under tapioca is the largest and but
~ for this humble and despised tapioca we
‘should have all starved.

Now such a state of things demands
that the utmost possible care should be
taken to increase the yield and facilities for
storage and to arrange for distribution.
Qur problems therefore are so acute and so
immediate that there is perhaps some
appropriateness in Travancore being the
venue of the first conference of the Rice
Study Group. Today we are in this
position 2

- T'he area under tapioca

- Rice Cultivation in Travancore

- The total imports is 5 lakhs tons, of
~ which Travancore has to be allotted
- 1,83,000 tons. The State has now to
depend on 36'6 per cent of the total im-
ports, The same is the case, though to a
less aggravated and accentuated extent in
Mysore and Madras and in Cochin. Vou
have certain other facilities in Travancore
when you are studying this problem.
Though Travancore is small in area, it
contains a very wide range of climate and
the method of production of rice is very
greatly different. I was telling Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, as we came in here, that at one
corner of the State—Cape Comorin—the
rainfall is about 50’ At another end of
the State the rainfall is 300,” All within
the State therefore you have places whete
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irrigation is necessary, and I invite the
Members of the Rice Study Group and the-
Members of the Conference to visit the
irrigation projects. In the south of this.
place, the problem of rice is different. The-
problems in the north are completely
different. There you have to pumg out the-
water. Most of the land is submerged,
The backwater area has to be pumped out-
and hydraulic electric power used for pur-
pose of lift irrigation.  These two are-
essential features of rice cultivation.
Every wvariety of rice cultivation in
India is exemplified and typified in Tra-
vancore, and I would invite the Members.
of the Rice Study Group to g0 round and
see what we have done.

The First Chemical Fertiliser
Factory in India

We have established experimental
stations for improving strains of paddy and:
we have brought into existence the first
chemical fertiliser factory to be started in
India. I hope all of you will make it a
point to visit that factory before your-
labours are concluded. That factory will
produce sulphate of ammonia and in the:
enterprise the Government of Madras and
the Government of Cochin are partners..
They are entitled to a share of the produce:
of that factory. The Government have
done it practically as a Government sub-
sidized measure. T'he Governmeant of Tra-
vancore have taken 51 per cent. of the
shares in that concern. A small percentage
has been taken by Madras and a smaller
percentage by the Cochin Government. But
it is conducted with the full approval and
the continuous support of the Government
of Travancore and the sister Governments.
of Madras and Cochin. The Government.
of India were at first doubtful of the-
utility and possibility and feasibility of the:
projects, but I believe that that idea has.
been given up now and the Government of
India have themselves started preparations
for a huge factory in Bihar which will, I
trust, come into existence in the course of
the next few years. But until then, our
factory will be the first sulphate ammonia
factory to be started in India, and I invite
you to see the factory, We have already
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begun to' produce sulphuric acid, Am-
_ monia was produced a week ago and ina
fortnight from now sulphate of ammonia

will be produced Therefore, before the
labours of this group are over you will
have an opportunity to see things for
yourselves.
Notr ove=population but under-

development of Resources

Now India has the largest acreage
under rice in the world. But statistics say
that even before the War China produced
at least as much rice as India with half
the acreage and one of the points to be
considered by every investigating and
research organisation in connection with
rice is that development which has recently
taken place in ideas regarding these
matters. The theory is held that the pro-
blem of India is not so much of over-
population. We see in a big brochure
which has been circulated to us that some
emphasis has been laid on this over-
population.  But perhaps the emphasis
need not be so much on over-population
but on under-development of resources.
The available resources have to be con-
served by proper processes and preparations
and also the best nutritional ingredients of
our food must be availed of. I must say
that as soon as these stringencies were -
manifest, Travancore forbade the milling
of rice. No rice can be milled within the
State. We did that for two reasons. There
was a large unemployed population and
hand-pounding gave a very useful avenue
of employment to these people. Secondly,
unmilled rice is much more nutritious and

we thought we might make an experiment.
I am glad to say many other local Govern-
ments have taken up that line.

Problems for Consideration

I have rightly indicated what are the
main problems for consideration ; the need
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fot producing better seed by selection ; fhe;
introduction of iron ploughs; the extension
of transplantation; botanical research for
the production of important wvarieties :
breeding for disease resistance; and the
utilisation of green manure, oil cakes and
fertilizers. These are amongst the pro-
blems to be discussed and a very com-
prehensive survey and examination of the
soils and the treatment of these soils has
also to be done. This is a meeting of
experts, There is a great field and scope
for work. We on behalf of the T'ravancore
Government welcome you to start on these
labours and wish you God-speed, hoping
that by consideration of these problems the
question of the scarcity of rice, the question
of mal-nutrition, the question of adequate
transport, the question of adequate collec-
tion and procurement, and ulti;nately the
question of getting the utmost nuirient
possibilities of each variety of rice, wilk
engage your attention and will lead to
fruitful results. On those results depend
not only the happiness but the subsistence
of vast millions of Asia. Itis to be hoped
that this organisation may be the torch-
bearer of life and of hope to the starving or
half-starving millions of Asia.

Dr. Rajendra Prasad in a very ime
portant speech made the day before
yesterday, pointed out that in certain parts
of the country it is not the failure of the
crop that has led to a difficult and aggra-
vated situation. It is the failure of pro-
curement and various other matters. Let
us hope that on all these matters we shall
get guidance and a good lead from this
body of experts. I welcome you again and

bid you God-speed.
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AS A

- TREAT THE WHOLE WORLD
FAMILY

Declaring open the proceedings of the Rice Study Group
at Trivandrum recently, the Hon'ble Dp. RAJENDRA
PRASAD, Member, Government of India, Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Food, spoke as follows: —

Ladies and Gentlemen,

IR C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar has extended
Sa hearty welcome to the delegates who
have come from different parts of the world.
I on behalf of the Government of India
have to declare the proceedings of this comn-
" ference open.

The Staple Food of Indians

We are deeply interested in rice be.
cause it is the staple food of the greater part
of Indians. Rice has been known in India
-from time immemorial. The word in San-
skrit which is used for paddy is the word
“ Danya ”’ which means not omly rice but
every kind of cereal and a variant of that
expression is used for all kinds of wealth,
That indicates how from ancient times we
in this country have attached the greatest
value to paddy and to rice. Even today,
the whole of the eastern portion and the
southern portion of this vast country lives
very largely on rice. Not only that, of all
the cereals that ‘are produced in this
country, nearly 50 per cent consists of rice
alone and those of other cereals put together
constitute the remainder of the 50 per cent
of cereals. It is therefore mnot surprising
that our people have from the earliest times
devoted the greatest possible attention to

rice growing and we know that in this
country we have developed a large number
of varieties of rice and the saying in
Northern India is that the varieties of rice
are really numberless. We know also how
this development of rice has been achieved
in various directions. We have developed
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varieties according to the soil where the rice
is grown ; according to the quantity of
water that is available and according to the
taste and flavour that that particular quality
of rice gives us. In fact, there is hardly
any consideration which has ‘been left out
in developing the varieties of rice in this
country. We have qualities of rice which
are grown more or less like dry crops with-
out much water or without much irrigation,
On the other hand, I have seen rice grown
in deep waters, where the reaper has to go
in a boat cutting the ears and leaving the
stalk behind in the deep water. We have
also areas of rice where the finest grain is
available and other parts where pretty
coarse grains are produced. We grow rice
on the plains and flat alluvial country. We
grow it at altitudes of 3,000 or 4,000 feet on
hillsides where terracing is resorted to.
We also grow rice not only in places where
we have very heavy rains but even ina
place like Sind, where the rain fall is about
ten inches in the year. Vou can therefore
easily understand how our people have used
all their resources and all their ingenuity in
growing this one crop which is of such vital
importance to India.

But it is not for India alone that rice
has its importance. It has its own import-
ance for the whole of South East Asia,
where 90 per cent of the total production of
rice is really raised and where really 90 per
cent of the total world’s production is
actually consumed. It is therefore in the
fitness of things that the F. A. O. decided

to have this Group in a country, where rice
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has always played such an important part
and which can in a sense be regarded as a
centre of 'the rice producing areas. And,
still further, the choice -of Travancore, - whose
hospitality we are all enjoying has been another
smportant aspect of this matter, because, as has
just been pointed out, Travancore im itself can
place before us practically all the problems which
have to be dealt with in connection with rice. I
am therefore very pleased and thankfwl 'that we
have been given this opportunity by the World
Organisation to have this conference here,

Studying the Various Problems
Because rice plays such an important
part, the problems connected with it are
numerous. It is a fact that while wheat has
become more or less a world product and
 has received a great deal of attention from
scientists, research workers and big pro-
ducers in many parts of the world, rice has
not had that good fortune so far, although,
1 believe, rice feeds the greater part of the
world even today. The problems which are
associated with rice arise from climatic
differences in the countries where it is
grown. They arise also from the fact that
we have different peoples having different
modes of life, having different social en-
vironments, who are engaged in cultivating
ﬁﬂcgnsunnng rice, These problems arise,
because no systematic attempt has so far
been made on the scale which is necessary
to tackle them. = Theréfore this attempt at
studying these problems is doubly welcome,
Intensify cultivation

We have problems regarding pro-
duction, for although India, as I have said,
“has been paying attention to rice from time
immemorial our yield per acre is very low.
It is somewhere in the neighbourhood of
800 1bs per acre, whereas in other countries,
I am told, the yield is four times as much.
Under better management and better culti-
vation even in this country people are able
to raise as much. What we need is research
in the direction of raising the yield per acre
in our country.
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Here we have a double problem of
deficit. On the one side we have an actual
present deficit in our food production and
rice, if its yield can be raised, can meet that
deficit without much difficulty, But there
is the further deficit which is caused by an
increasing population and that would tend
to grow. We have to provide against that
for the future. The only way to meet the
present and the future deficits is to intensify
our cultivation, to increase our production
and that opens up many problems relating
to the quality of the seed, kind of cultiva-
tion, the prevention of plant disease and
such other problems relating to the yield o
the plant or the yield of the produce.

No Waste

Another class of problems relating to
rice arises in connection with storage. Our
people were not altogether ignorant of ‘this,
We know that there are parts of the country
where they store and preserve rice and_
speaking about the North, from where I
come, any respectable well-to-do farmer is
expected to produce when required rice
several years old from his granary, if he
cares at all for his prestige as a good farmer.
They can and did preserve rice for a pretty
long time. But modern times have created
problems which are of a different type. We
now require larger storage : we now require
methods of preservation and protection of
the grain against pests, when it is accumu-
lated in big stores. The other day; in the
Government of India, when we were dealing
with the question of storage I was told that
not less than 2 million tons of our food
grains are destroyed by pests either in the
fields or when stored in the granaries of
cultivators and others. If we can by some
means or other save what is now being
wasted, we would have solved to a consider.
able extent the problem of our deficit.

Problem of Irrigation

? R‘ice is a produce which is essentially
an ungated_ product. It requires water in
large quantities and therefore the problem of
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is very intimately connected
‘with it. ‘That opens up another line of in-
vestigation. As I have said, we arez grow-
ing rice in parts of the country where we
‘have heavy rainfall. Heavy rainfall occas-
ionally is also a cause of deficit over large
areas and scanty rainfall is certainly a cause
of deficit, because the crop dies out for want
of it- So what is needed is a system of
irrigation which will store the water that is
wasted to be used in dry seasons and at

times when it is required.

irrigation

In India we have got several big pro-
jects mow under contemplation or actually
in band. Some of them are multipurpose
projects which will not only irrigate hund-
reds of thousands or tens of millions of
acres but will also give us a tremendous
quantity of electrical energy. Several of
such schemes are now under investigation
and I hope some of them, at any rate, will
have been completed during the next 5, 6
or 7 years. But, apart from these big or
large schemes, we require a series of small
irrigation projects which can be brought
more or less within the means of individual
cultivators.

Evils of Fragmentation

You will be surprised to know that
most of our cultivators are small cultivators,
Their holdings are just a few acres and
they cannot afford to have all those appli-
ances which a large cultivator or large
agriculturist or big farmer can have. Nor
is it possible for the small cultivator, even
if he can get the appliances somehow, to
use them in his tiny fields. The evil of
fragmentation or division into small hold-
ings has gone on so far that in many parts
of the country you do not have a farm
which would be anything even like an acre
in area, If a farmer leaves three sons and
ten acres, his three soms divide the ten
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acres among themselves and the grandsons
will probably divide the three acres each of
their fathers into further pieces. This has
gone on for a long time, so much so that at
the present time the holdings are very small
and each holding is split up into a number
of smaller parts with the result that it is
very difficult for any large agricultural im-
plement to cultivate them. - They have
therefore to depend for their irrigation and
cultivation on small irrigation arrangements.
like wells and small ploughs dragged by
bullocks and the bullock is the backboue of
agriculture in our country. -

Livestock .

Along with the bullock of course we
must have the cow, because our food which
comprises largely of rice cannot be com-
plete unless we have some milk products:
with it. India was at one time described,
and you can read those descriptions in out
books to.day, as having a sea or Ocean of
Milk, and the God who is the deity of this.
place is supposed to be lying in that Ocean
of Milk., It is called Kshirasagara o1 the
Ocean of Milk, but unfortunately we have
passed far far away from the Ocean of Milk
and today the little children, the nursing
mothers and the babes in arms also cannot
get enough miilk. Therefore, along with
the problem of agriculture, we have also the
problem of improving our cattle breed, so-
that they get mot only milk but also the
bullocks and that raises the problem of the
kind of breed that we should have. It has
been felt that in this country we need the
breed which will give good milk and which
at the same time will give good bullocks.
In Western countries they have developed
breeds which give plenty of milk, but they
do mnot care for the quality of bullocks,
because they do not need bullocks except

as meat. Here we need bullocks not for
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t but for drawing purposes, for drawing
: Nour carts for pulling our ploughs, for lifting
the water from the wells, and in fact has to
serve as a means of our conveyance. So
‘the two problems are so intimately con-
nected that we have to take them up both
together.
‘The Nutritive Side :
You are concerned with, principally,
the rice problem. You have to remember
that rice is the principal food in a great
part of the country. But there are also
other parts where people do not eat rice.
If you go to the North-Western portion of
India, you will find people using rice only
on festival occasions or as a kind of luxtry
fwhere an honoured guest is invited or as
~ dizt for sick people. On the other hand, in
‘a place like Travancore, a man would rather
'go withott a meal than eat any other cereal.
‘SO between those two extremes we have the
"lalfge population which eats both rice and
‘other cereals and it varies in proportion as
“we go from the Eas! to the West, and the
proportion goes on decreasing.

In considering this problem, we have
.to be careful to attend to the nutritive side
_alsp, because rice by itself does not give all
nutrition that we require and it has to
- be supplemented by other foods. I am just
‘mentioning to you—you know them much
better than I do-—some of the points which
~will naturally arise in the course of investi-
gations. Vou have to suggest to the Rice-
‘growing areas the means by which produc.
tion can be increased, the means by which
_ what is produced can be safely preserved,
~ the means by which it can be best utilised
as food and the means by which it can be
‘most easﬂy and most proﬁtably distri-
‘Duted
Importance of Planning
. We must remember that in the modern
world, when time and distance have been

contracted to an extent more than people

could have ever imagined some years ago,

no one part of the world can be self-suffi-

cient or so self-complacent as to leave the
other parts of the world out of considera-
tion. We have arrived really at a. stage
when we caunnot but think in terms of one
another and when we think of the world as
one world, it hecomes our duty also to
consider whether one part of the world can
be happy unless other parts of the world
are also happy; whether they can have
really prosperity in one country without
having, at any rate, some of that prosperity
shared by the other countries of the world
too.. We have to remember that it will not
be possible in future—at any rate, I hope —
for one country to have too much when

other countries are starving. And these
world organizations of which this Study
Group is only a branch, are 1nd1cat1ons of
the recognition of this fact. The U. N. O3
the F. A. O., the I. E. F. C., all these go
to show that the world is realising the im-
portance of planning not for one country
but of planning for the world at large.

We who come from a poor country-=
and all rice eating countries and areas are
poor in that way —we who do not have the
same kind of industrial development that
countries in the West have, we who have to
depend very largely on our agriculture not
only for our food but for our other require-
ments also, we naturally want the assistance
not only of science but also want other
kinds of assistance which other countries
can give and I hope it will be the privilege
as it should be the duty of the World Oz-
ganisation to help forward all these count-
ries which are mnot in line with the
other advanced countries. We must treat
the whole world as a family with big
brothers and small brothers, with old
members and youthful members and it
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should be the duty of the big brother to
- help the small brother. It should be the

duty of the youthful members to help the
old members and if this duty is realised, I

" feel much of the trouble with which the

world is faced to-day, particularly in regard |
to food, will be solved. 4

I am happy that it has been our privi-
lege to hold this Conference and I declare |
this Study Group open and wish you all
stccess-
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NEED TO COME TOGETHER
AND APPLY METHODS OF

SCIENCE AND

Statement by Mr S. Y. ERISHNASWAMY,
O0.B. E, 1L C.8., Chairmany Bice Study Group,

Triwandrum,

Hon'ble Dr. Rajendra Prasad, brother dele-
gates, ladies and gentlemen :

LI,OW me to thank you for the honour
Ayou have done me in electing me as the
Chairman of the Rice Study Group. Iam
sensible of the vast responsibilities that have
to be shouldered by the Chairman.

The First of its kind in India

This is the first conference of its kind
being held in India. It coincides with the
period of the country attaining political
independence. Itis significant that we are
now attempting to:give meaning and sub-
stance to this freedom by building it up on
a foundation of freedom from want. [ am
glaa that the Study Group meets in Trivan-
drum which provides = through the joint
efforts of a nature which is prodigal and of
a ruler who is endowed with a fine sense of
the*beautiful and the artistic surroundings
which are ideally suited for thought and
reflection. We have in our midst today
two of the top-ranking leaders of our coun-
try. Doctor Rajendra Prasad, under whom
I have the honour tc work, comes from the
land of Buddha and is a living example of
the Gita ideal of life. He is a corrective to
those amongst us who are sometimes in-
clined to be conceited, impatient or worried.
Sachivottama Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar,
I used to admire from a distance in my
younger days. Travancore is indeed fortu-
nate that it has at its helm of affairs one
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. This is a gigantic task, and almost an agri-

~margins of

TECHNOLOGY

whose courage and remarkable intellectual
attainments are second to those of none m
this country.

A Gigantic Task

. ", -

Some of those assembled here took phrt

in the meeting of the F. A. O, Commlssxon
at Washington. The work done by the
Commission showed that more tban half
the population of the world is normally
malnourished. It has been calculated that
in the less  developed countries, to wlnch
unfortundte category- we beIong, in order
to reach intermediate nutntxona.l targets
with an intake of 2600 calories per head
daily, by 1960, the food supply has to be
increased by '90 per. cent above prewar-

cultural revolution 'is necessary to attain
this target. But an agricultural revolution
deals with the inexorable laws of nature
which cannot be coaxed into expedltmn
except within their own inherent velémhts
It will therefore be peaceful and pat;en_t,
and be revolutionary in its achievements
rather than in its methods, Of all the
commodities studied by the Commission,
none was held to require more urgent actron
than rice.

An Acute Shortage of Rice

Rice is grown by the subsistence far-
mer. It is cultivated on impoverished land.
It is consumed by peoples living at the
minimum nutrition. It is
marketed by methods that are primitive,




“The carry over of rice from year'to year is
mnegligible and the failure of the crop in any
one year throws the production and con-
‘sumption economy of the concerned coun-
tries into a state bordering that of famine,
‘The recent famine sin India which killed

‘millions in Bengal was a famine of rice. -

At the present time there is an acute short-
s age of rice in the world. The supply
-available for allocation by the International
- Emergency Food Council in 1946-47 was
_hardly 40 per cent. of the minimum food
‘requirements of the rice eating countries.
‘Naturally, therefore, representatives of rice
“producing countries urged on the F..A O.
that better organisation of marketing and
“the introduction of guaranteed prices for
“producers holds out the best hope of stimu-
lating rice production. It is also consistent
with modern theories of the role of Govern-
" ments in relation to the needs of the people
that the State has to guarantee freedom
from want to its people. Hence it was that
“the Commission laid it down as the func-
tion of this Study Group. to prepare the way
“for holding an International Conference
-of the major rice-producing and consmning

-counitries as speedily as possibls in six
-months, that is, to say by July next,

- Rice Study Group

-~ Perhaps because this Study Group has
‘been called by the F. A. O., its membership
has bzen limited to members of the F. A. O,
‘Other countries in South-East Asia which
are major producing or consuming coun-
‘tries of rice such as Burma and Ceylon will

- be invited as members of the Counference
‘to follows We are glad, however, to wel-

_.come at this meeting, if not as members at

~least as observers, representatives from
‘practically all the principal countries—
interested in rice-

This Group has been allotted two func-
tions—

(@) to prepare the agenda ,for an inter-
-national Rice Conference to be held urgently
in South-East Asia ; and
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(b) to bring together facts'and figures
relating to production, trade, prices, mar-
keting methods, reserve stocks and methods
of milling and storage relating to rice.

The Main Asiatic Cereal

80 per cent. of the production and con-
sumption of rice in the world is in South-
East Asia, while ‘05 per cent of such produc
tion and consumption relates to Asia. The-
problem of rice then relates in the main to
a compact region. This region has similar
economic and social condjtions. The pro-
duction of rice is low in all the countries
of South-East Asia, some more so and some
less. Yet physically, biologically, and
economically, the production can certainly
be increased by 50 per cent. or even 100
per cent, The consumption of food is low
all over this area, being in the neighbour-
of 2000 calories. This too admils of a 50
per cent increase for an adequate diet, Rice
too is the life blood of their economy.
The countries of South East Asia are thus
partners both in adversity and in their
hopes. They need to come together and
apply to rice the methods of science and
technology which have been used to help
wheat. Wheat is an international cereal
and work has been done in many countries
in the improvement of its production and
processing, storage and marketing.

Rice has not attracted the attention of
Furope and America to anything like the
same extent because it plays a minor part
in their economy. Itis Asia that is most
concerned in improving the production of
rice, the nutrition of rice, the marketing of
rice, the conservation of rice stocks and the
stable control of rice prices. For all these
purposes, a Rice Board where the major
-rice producing and consuming countries of
the world are members: will be the proper
agency for taking vigorousaction. In such
a task, while the nations of South east
Asia which are all major rice producing and
consuming countries will have to bear the
main brunt, there is room for co-operation
for all nations of the world who are interest-
ed in rice. If the Asiatic nations which
have grown rice according to traditional
methods now learn to apply science and
engineering so as to double production—a
result- which is not impossible—then the
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«conomic strength of Asia will be doubled,
“This increase will bring in its wake greater
~ purchasing power and more employment.
“The result will be |the introduction'of an
-expansionist economy by which the entire
world will benefit, because, increased pro-
-duction Jeads to increased supplies of the
means of production, and development of
‘the industries that produce these means ;
it also means a better life to the cultivator,

leading to the developmentof the industries
~ that supply the needs for a better life. A
Tlittle levelling up for the poorer countries
will result in a greater levelling up of the
advanced countries. The cycle of prosperi-
ty is very often not adequately appreciated
by theorists and traders obsessed with “the
idea of ‘“‘losing the market” ; on the other
hand, the poverty of one’s neighbours is
like an epidemic. It affects the careful as
imuch as the careless. Hence the need for
" the bigger mnations helping the poorer
mnations. . If is not charity ; it is no more
than intelligent self help bymeans of help-
ing others.

The Rice Board

. There is another function which the
Rice Board may take over, namely, the
~distribution of the supply available among
the nations that require rice. During the
war, a centralised Food Organisation was
developed. After the war the International
Emergency Food Council has been allocat-
ing the supply of the member countries.
As the name implies, itis an emergency
-organization. Over a longer period these
associations should be concerned of the
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consumption in South-East Asia.

major producing and consuming areas, The
Rice Board will be located in one of the
countries which acquire eligibility to be on
the Board on the principle of production or
The
compléte co-operation of these countries
will be the measure of its success.

Augmenting Rice Production

The importance of taking steps for the
improvement of rice production is -particu-
farly felt in India for the last two years
when not only the supply of rice has been
inadequate; but its inadequacy has led to
encroachment on the wheat supplies. This
year the wheat supply ‘in India has itself
become inadequate. India must therefore
look to improvement in production of rice
as the only permanent remedy for its diffi-
culties. The position is the same with
other countries in Asia which have a deficit
of rice production such as China and
Ceylon I trust that this Study Group will
be able to lay the foundation for concerted
and vigorous action through a co-ordinating
agency so that the food position in Asia
may be improved and strengthened.

The function of this Study Group is
thus to prepare material for a rice confer-
ence. The conference in turn will have to
deal with the onerous task of forming the -
Rice Board. The Rice Board, which will be
a permanent body, will deal with the pro-
duction, the distribution and the interna-

_ tional marketing of rice- Let us hope that

this sequence of work and achievement
will be done in the manner and within the
time programmed.
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The central hall of the Trivandrum Maseum, with its balcony
and striking woodcarsed and painted roof-beams, contains a
fine collection of exquisite South Indian Bronzes so arranged
on the commodious floor-space as . to allow the aesthetioal
quality and technical excellence of each figure to be appreciated
without confusion with neighbouring figures,

This figure is an example of the famous conception of Shiva
as Lord of the Cosmic Dance (Nataraja) which dominated
the imaginations of craftsmen from the twelfth 1o the fifteenth
oenturies.
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SHASTH A—Bronze in the Trivandrum Museum

All the Bronze figures exhibited here are admirable, but special
attention may be drawn to a local figure in bronze, remarkably adorned,
of a Shastha of the seventeenth century from North Travancore.
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MAHARAJA SYATI-TIRUNAL

AHARAJA Svati-tirunal : -the public

knows him best as a great composer-
He indeed was a great musician and a great
composer : but this formed only one phase
of his genius. He was great in many fleldss$
he was great as a King, great as a poetr
great as a true patron and student of Arts
and Science, and above all, great as a
Bhakta. He was a GENIUS.

Grarbhasriman

His Highness is often referred to as
Garbhasriman in recognition of the fact
that he was a king even while in embryo.
It is recorded that about the time he was
born, it happened that an |albino elephant
was captured from the High Ranges. This
was cousidered as a very rare and auspici-
ous augury of the future greatness of the
Maharaja. In passing, it may be/mentioned
that the only other occasion an albino ele-
phant was caught in Travancore is during
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the reign of the present Sovereign
Cittira-tirunal. '

Musical Genius

It is the musical talent of Svatit
that the public at large appear to apprecit
and honour. As his compositions are m¢
ly in Sanskrit, the average man may not
in a position .to appreciate their liters
merits.  They are perfect Kavyas, |
comparable to the famous Gita-Gov
of Jayadeva. From both literary and mu
cal points of view, many of Svati-tiruna
pieces outshine Jayadeva's. . The p
value of songs like ‘'Sz vama rusa’ is e
ordinarily high. The maintenance of R
in chaste, unsullied forms and the wealt]
both Vrtha and Sabdalankara foun
Svati-tirunal’s compositions can stand
parison with the highest types met
Sanskrit literature. Songs in S
rarely have sabdalankaras as Muhanas



Prasas of various types, as His Highness
himself has stated in the introductory para
to his monograph on the subject. Such
sabdalankaras are essentially Dravidian.
His Highness has incorporated them in
almost every piece of his and that without
the least effort,” Witness the wealth of
Alankaras, say, in ' Pahi mam sri vagis-
var:”, particularly in the Caragnags. It will
be noted that to keep up the sabdalankaras
“he has not sacrificed sense ; nor has he
brought in Nirarthapadas or needless words
for the purpose. This is a feat in itself.
His mastery of the Sanskrit language was
such that he was able to utilise svaravarnas
~ to build up his Sahitya. The same piece, Sa
vama rusa, will well exemplify thiss This
. is a wonderful achievement the like of
‘which is rarely met with in the musical
literature of any language.

The Cittasvaras of most of his
Varnas are in Sahitya form and they
often agree with the Svaravarnas required
at the place. Compare the concord be-
tween, say, ' Manidappama” and * Ma
ni; dha ppa ma ”, a bit of Sahitya and
its Svara from the same song. Amnother
- outstanding feature is that he has selected
his words in such a manner that there is no
need to elongate a short vowel, shorten a
~ long one or break up a word, to meet the
- exigencies of singing. Such perfection in
‘composing means consummate mastery over

both language and music.

As most of his compositions
i highclass Sanskrit and as they are
~ often heard only in badly mautilated
~ forms in singing by musicians with little
. pretensions in literature, I am afraid

% the aMge public must miss to appreciate
mtuch of their literatry excellence. To
remedy this, a properly annotated edition
of his works is the only means. The sole
work of his that has an annotation is the

are
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Campu, Svanandura pura varnana praban
dham. Even here, as the annotation is in-
Sanskrit, its usefulness is limited. I wish
that all his works are published with good
Malayalam annotations : this will at once
enrich Malayalam literature and bring to
the notice - of the average Kerdliya the

specific literary beauties 'of the composi-
tionss

Master of Many Languages

Though the bulk of his works are in
Sanskrit, he has also composed in Telugu,
Kannada, Hindi and Malayalam, This
means that he not only knew those langua-
ges but was a master in them. For, with-
out perfect mastery over the medium
it is not possible to produce poetical
matter involving wvarious limitations, in
such excellent form. Besides the well-
known musical compositions and the
Monograph on Rhyming in music, there are-
six other works of importance to his credit.
They are, Bhaktimanjari—a devotional
composition,  Sripadmanabha-satabain —
hymns in praise of his Tutelaty Deity,
S yanandura-pura-varnana-prabandhom —a
descriptive Campu-Kavya, and Ajamilo-
pakhyanam, Kucelopakhyanam and 1WUisava
prabandham, three pieces fit for Harikatha

exposition, the first two in Sanskrit and
the last in Manipravalam. -

Patron of Art and Literature

Naturally, he was a great patron of
music and literature, © Vidvan Koil-
tampuran and Ravivarman Tampi were two
of the eminent poets at his Court. He
patronised both South Indian and North
Indian music and had !at his court North
Indian musicians as Sulaiman Saheb and

Allawardi. Among the many South Indian

musicians at his Court there was at least
one direct disciple of Tyagaraja
Kannayya.

in
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‘took of the ideologies of both,

?ﬁé patronised both the Eastern and
Western schools of painting ; a European

~ artist from Bombay and Ramasvami Naidu

of Tanjur were at his Court. = The Kili-
manur School of painting, afterwards popu-
larised by Raja Ravi Varma, really origi-
nates at this time and at the inspiration of
Svati-tirunal. Naturally, that School para
the realism
of the West and the Symbolism of the East,

To promote the interests of physical
culture he patronised wrestlers and Pasl-
wans from even far off lands. He had at
his Court savants of jthe Art from Nepal,
Arabia, Malaya, China and even Japan.

Service to Education

To advance the interests of education
in general and of English in particular
His Highness established the First Free
Government English school in Trivandrum.
Soon after, several District Engiish Schools
were opened in different parts of the
country A printing press, the germ of

the present Government Press, was started-

about this time and many books in Mala.
yalam and Sanskrit were printed and pub.
lished. Bailey’s  Anglo-Malayalam dictio-
nary and Peet’s Malayalam grammar were
produced at this time and His Highness
liberally rewarded the authors. A salary
was settled on a certain Sastri who was
giving free tuition in Sanskrit to children at
the Natasala corridor of the Padmanabha -
svami temple. This may be considered as
the original seed of the present Sanskrit
College. To cultivate the habit of reading,
whereby alonelone’s horizon can be widened
and culture in its real sense acquired, His
Highness settled a grant on the English
Library |.at Puthencantai. The present
Public Library arose out of this.

His Highness had abiding interest in
Sciences, particularly, Astronomy. An Ob-
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- Pepper, Ginger and a few straggling Coffee

servatory was soon opened at Trivandrum,
It is'said that His Highness himself nsed
to take observations frequently. ;

These measures, it will be seen, were
calculated for the cultural uplift of the
country. The benefits of literacy and cul-
ture that we today enjoy are the fruits of
the good seeds sown by Maharaja Svatis
tirunal and protected and nurtured by hls.
illustrious successors.

Many=-sided Achievements

Till this time there was no provision
for free medical aid, either Ayurvedic or
Allopathic. . Feeling the need . for the
measure and recognising the superior effi-
cacy of the Western system, His Highness
established the First Charity hospital in the
State, at Taikkad.” It is on this site that
the present Women and Children’s hospital -
stands., - This is the begining of the Medi-
cal Department in Travancore. -

In the field of agriculture, the maim
economic factor in the country, His High-
ness devoted his careful attention. In those
days the main cash crops were Cardamoms,

plantations. Of these, Coffee was the only
one attempted on a plantation basis, His
Highness subsidised the coffee plantations
to attract enterprise and helped it in many
ways, with the result that it assumed great
economic importance and continued to do
so till displaced by the more advantageous
tea and rubber plantations. Wild animals
stich as tigers were a source of serious
trouble to the planting industry as well as:
to commercial travellers in Kampam and
Aryankavu routes. To overcome this
menace, His Highness proclaimed a reward
of thirty rupees per tiger killed, a sum equi-
valent in buying value to rupees three-
hundred to-day. To further help commerce
and industries, duties and taxes on many
articles - were reduced or abolished ; duties




-on no less than 165 articles were abolished
on this count. The impetus of these
‘measures on commerce and industries and
‘the indirect gain therefrom to” the Govera-
‘ment and the country need no mention.

Great attention was paid on food crops
a8 well. - Nanjinad in South Travancore is
-one of the important rice producing areas
in this country. = This region, however,
was subject to frequent draughts, making
artifieial irrigation imperative. To meet
this need a Department of Agricultural
Engineering, the first of its kind in Tra-
vaucore, was established. Soon, a depart-
-ment of Civil Engineering on Western lines

‘was also started, The bridge over the
Karamana river was the first work under-

taken by this tiew department.

A Pirm though Kind Ruler

e In the province of Governance, the
m'unary function of kings, many wholesome
1mprovements were promulgated by His
Highness. On accession to the Throne,
almost the first important action He took
was to shift the Huzur offices and the Trea.
sury from Quilon to Trivandrum to enable
His Highness to bave a live touch with the
day-to-day activities of the Governmental
machiners'. His. Highness was a firm
‘though kind Ruler. He would not brook
‘bribery or corruption in any officer or inder
2 :ﬁﬁ guise. Considerations of the status to
"t‘he oﬁcers or even of personal attachment
to Hxs ‘Highness never deflected him from
awarding just punishments, He even sus-
vended kis Dewan, Mr. Subba Rao who was
his tutor once and to whom he was much
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attached, and caused an enquiry to be
conducted on a charge of alleged bribery.
When found guiltless by the committee, he
was at once reinstated as the Dewan.
This single instance is sufficient to proclaim
the high and perfect sense of justice and
fair-play His Highness had.

Far-Reaching Reforms

He turned Lis attention to the improve-
ment of the Judiciary, both Civil and Cri-
Munsiff Courts were established for
the first time to attend to Small-canses and
Magisterial Courts to deal with Criminal
offences.

minal.

The jails too were improved and
the prisoners were given a better and more
humane treatment. To enable the reorga-

nised Judiciary to function well new rules

and regulations, on the pattern followed in

British India, were framed, codified and
promulgated. - These form the First Regu-
lation of Travancore.

To ensure equitable assessment in the
matter of land taxes, a regular sturvey was
ordered and carried out in 1012 m. &, Thls
was the first complete and regular survey
A census, the first in the
country, was also carried out in 1011 and
it was found that the population of Travan-

in Travancore.

core was a little over 12°75 lakhs or about a-

fifth of what it is today.

The Ar;ny Wwas also reorganised and
brought on to a better standard of effidi-
ency. Their equipments and uniforms were
remodelled on the British Indian pattern

and the Army was rénamed The Nair
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‘Brigade. Great improvements were made
in he matter of their training also.

These measures were calculated to
-enhance the material welfare of the country-
In fine, in_the short period of less than 18
-years, His Highness accomplished the work
-of almost a life-time. Every seed he sowed
grew well and is still flourishing giving us
the sweet fruits we are emjoying today.
"None of the seeds has failed : it is in this
-that we see the wonderful wisdom of His

“Highness.

The Great Bhakta

It is’said that His Highness had some
presentiments that his end was approaching
and he therefore began preparations in the
way of meditations to return to his
Master Sri-Padmanabha as whose regent
be served the country in the guise of a king,

The Glory of Maharaja Svati-tirunal
still shines over the land of Vanci; May it
shine for ever and forever.

(Broadcast Talk from Travancore Ra;:‘;)
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FOR THE HOPELESS. -

Records prove that innumerable lives
of children even in advanced stages
of Liver and Spleen diseases have
been saved by the use of Jammi’s
Livercure “Complicated.” According
to medical opinion, Jamm#’s Livercure
is responsible for a great reduction in
infantile mortality from INFANTILE
LIVER & SPLEEN COMPLAINTS.

Take all précautions and prevent In--
fantile Liver and Spleen complaints.

JAMMI'S LIVERCURE “SIMPLE"
Cures Infantile Liver and Spleen.
trouties, acts as a prophylactic and
tonic, improves appetite and digestion,
checks constipation, snd regulates-.
the function of Liver and Spleen.

JAMMI'S TONIC FOR PRECNANT WOMEN.

Prepared in strict accordance with

Avurvedic principles based on the

fact that of the organs formed to the

child in the womb, Liver and Spleen

are formed through the mother. May
= B e

be used by P
childrven have suffered from Liver and
Spleen complaints.

JSAMMIS

Livercure

For Infantile Liver & Spleen Enlargements
Sold Everywhere.
CONSULT :
JAMMI VENKATARAMANAYYA & SONS:
Livercure Clinic & Office, Mylap_or_e. Madrasor

Big Street, Kumbak or Tapp Trichi-
nopoly, or Arcot Srinivasachary $t. Bangalore City:
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INDEPENDENCE OF TRAVANCORE— -
STATE'S MINERAL POLICY

Addressmq a  Press. Conference at Bhaktivilas re-

" cenitly; -

SACHIVOTTAMA SIR ¢ P.

RAM ASWAMI A1Y AR, Dewan, cZam Jied the aitti-
tude of the Travancore Government with regard to

problems arising within the State as well as those
affecting the relations of Travancore with British
India, United Kingdom, America and other countries.

REFACING his observations by re-
Pferring to the brief visit of Dr. Rajendra
Prasad who was here in connection with
the Rice Study Group and who stayed with
the Dewan as his guest, the Dewan said
that he took the opportunity of this visit
to bave talks and discussions with the
President of the Constituent Assembly on
subjects of concern to the State and further
talks would take place with him when the
Dewan proceeds to Delhi to meet H. E.
the Viceroy and his Advisers.

From the terms of the original invitation
extended to political leaders including
himself to atténd the Leaders’ meetings at
Delhi on June 2nd, the Dewan presumed
that no cut and dry announcement was
likely to be made on that occasion and the
Viceroy on his return from Great Britain
will in all probability have some further
consultations before announcing any final
plan. The Dewan during his last visit
had had discussions with Tord Ismay about
the stand taken by Travancore and had

also communicated his views to the Viceroy,
~ He would again convey the views of the

Travancore Government to them during his
forthcoming visit.

Important developmends, ﬁroceeded the Dewan,
could be expected almost immediately and one
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should mot be surprised if almost complete res~
ponsibility in the matter of day-to-day admini-

stration is handed over to some wnit or UNItE

representing the people of India and the States -
before the end of June or Ju ly.: Beginning from

I5th May this year correspondence via the

Resident has ceased and States now. deal with

the Central, Provmczal and Locul Govemme’n«t&
direct.

Independence of‘Travaneore : ;
Dealing with the burning topic of inde-

; pendence of Travancore, the Dewan stated

categorically : = ““There is no getting away
from the fact that today it is not possible
for any country to be independent in the
old and narrow semse. It is not possible:
even for England, America or Russia, for
instance to be absolutely independent-
This was illustrated by what is taking
place in regard to Palestine”. The {Dewan
teferred to the passage in Pandit Nehru's
speech at Gwalior that States which did not
come into the Constituent Assembly now
would be treated as hostile. He was sur-
prised that such a statement should have
been made by a top-ranking Congress
leader, while organisation like the U. N. O,
have not treated as hostile countries which
till recently carried on a war against them
including Germany, Italy and Japan. He
was sure that Pandit Nehru did not desire
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to treat non-conforming States worse than
the countries that fought against the Allies.

Travancore to Enter into Agreements
with Foreign Powers

Recalling the statement of the British Go-
vernment made on 20th February last, the
Sachivottama said that Britain was going,
through difficult times because of her war
effort and after 1st July 1948 she will be an
‘out-side power’ and India may choose to
be completely independent and will have
to rely onthe U. N. O. for security. She
will have to enter into some form of 'agree-
ment with countries like Britian, America

or Russia for the purpose of implementing

and supplementing her strategic and military
requirements. In this matter Travancore
was not much worse off than any part of
India. From the point of trade every
<country is accelerating its exports and
countries like England are out to export
more to and buy less from India after she
becomes independent, and any future trade
relations would be subject to mutual agree—
ment and mutual understanding with as
many countries as possible. It was now a
common thing, added the Dewan, to dub
States which did not follow the Congress
programme as dancing to the tune of the
British Government. Tbe Dewan made it
clear that in formulating or working out
any new policy Travancore would not
follow this or that Government but would

enter into agreements which are of mutual
benefit,

Ready To Join United India

~ The Dewan stressed that his own views
on Pakistan were familiar to everyone
in the country. His personal opinion
was that for the sake of the unity
of India as a whole, no sacrifice istoo
great and if there was to be one unified

/

India, Travancore would readily undertake
every sacrifice and come into it.

As it was now, however, fairly clear
that there was to be mno such wunified
India, the question arose what was to
be our programme. He had been accused
of Dblocking the progress of India
by asking Indian States to take an isola-
tionist line, He did nothing of the kind
and his attitude definitely related to Tra-
vancore in view of its special position. His
loyalty was primarily due to His Highness
the Maharaja of Travancore and the State
of which he is the Monarch. To suggest
that he was asking Indian States to com-
mit themselves to a reactionary policy was
grossly unfair. In counsidering the future
development of Travancore politics and
policies, the Dewan asked the gathering to
remember that Travancore was in many
respects unique. He stated in the clearest
possible terms : :

“IF THERE IS TO BE A UNITED
INDIA, WHETHER IT IS ACHIEVED
BY NEGOTIATIONS ON 2ND JUNE
OR FAILING NEGOTIATIONS, IN
OTHER WAYS TRAVANCORE WILL
BE GLAD TO FUNCTION AS PART
OF THAT UNITED INDIA, SUBJECT.
ONLY TO SAFEGUARDS OF HER
RIGHTS AND SPECIAL TREATY OR
OTHER ARRANGEMENTS".

Travancore’s Uniqueness

The Dewan stressed that there were
only three or four States in India which
could claim to be maritime States depend-
ing upon trade and commerce for their
revenue, such as Cutch, Baroda, the
Jamnagar and Bhavnagar Group, Cochin
and Travancore. Travancore’s budget last
year showed a revenue of Rs. 8% crores and
by next year, without the imposition of
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any additional taxation, it might reach a
‘new record of nine crores and the year
after that possibly temr crores. Of this
amount, Customs revenue will in future
range between 15 and 20 per cent. and
this might go up to 25 per cent. of the total
revenue. Excise will be amother 20 per
cent; income tax including agricultural
income-tax will be about 20 per cent, this
year and 25 to 30 per cent. hereafter,
Forests will be eight to ten per cent; land
revenue seven per cent. which will decline
to five per cent. and may ultimately be
very small.  Salt will be four per cent.
stamps five to seven per cent; dividends
-and interests will yield five to seven per
cent ; currency and coinage will vield good
returns for the first time in the history of
the State.

Following the decisioa of Government of
India to mint nicke] rupees from next year
the Government of Travancore proposed to
print rupee notes and copper or brass coins
to prevent the flight of silver from Travan-

- core. Transport incliding water transport.
~Was proposed to be extended and the State
also expected to possess very shortly a
sizeable fleet of steamers to carry on her
trade with foreign countries and other parts
of India. On the expenditure side Land
Revenue was a diminishing factor ; the
new Government that would come into
existence in the State would possibly make
an experiment with prohibition and execise
revenue will become a lessening factor.
We would, therefore, have to look for cus-
toms, excise, income-tax, forests, transpert,
dividetids and interests; stamps and papsr
currency for our main sources of revenue.

The Union Powers Committee in its re-
port to the Constituent Assembly had listed
the following sources of Central revenues:—
Customs including ' excise duties,
tion -tax, taxes on

corpora-
income, agricultural
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income-tax, tax on capital valie of assets,
tax on capital of companies, duties in res-
pect of succession to property etc. .The
Central Government would collect these
taxes and probably refund a share due to
the State in proportion to its population.
The Dewan computed that we might thus
have to surrender about two to three crores
every year and get back a fraction of ‘that
sum in return, thus crippling our resources.
The Constituent Assembly which had ac-
cepted this report in such a great hurry did
not care to have even informal discission
with the affected States in respect of this
vital matter to the States. It came to this
therefore, that unless Travancore was pre-
pared -to mortgage in perpetuity not less
than 25 per cent of its revenues, it cannot
come into the Union as now envisaged.

United Eerala Impracticable

The Dewan pointed out that Travancore bas
an area of 7661'75 sq.miles and a revenue
of 8% to 9 crores; Cochin 1°400 sq. miles and
2% crores; and Malabar 5°000 sq. miles and
about 2% crores, Travancore had never
raised any objection to a loose-knit federa-
tion by which common policies can be
evolved for these three units but there can
be no merger of all these units into one.

In the United Kerala as af present goii»
ceived by its sponsors, of tha combined
revenue ot 14 to 15 crores Travancore
would contribute 9 crores and the rest five
or six. Conditions were less favourable in
Malabar as regards roads, dispensaries,
schools, colleges and so forth. Under any
system of legislation and administration.
Travaticore would have a preponderating
majority and no measure Adet_rimental to
Travancore can ever be adopted but Mala-
bar and Cochin will be in a perpetual
minority and the feeling must grow that
their minority interests are likely to suffer,




To prevent this «feeling Travancore must
cripple its resources to help forward the
other units. The Kerala Unson is there-
Jore & most impracticable plan unless Tras
vancore is prepared for a long time to post-
pone her schemes of expansion and ameli-

‘oration and subsidise other units. It may

therefore be definitely taken for granted
that Travancore will have nothing to do
with the United Kerala outlined at Trichur.

‘Expenditure

. On the expenditure side, the Dewan
pointed out that next year the subsidy of
8 lakhs would disappear. Expenditure on
primary education and research would in-
crease almost to 20 per cent of the total
revenue and P. W. D. 11 per cent. Medi-
<al will rise from 4 to 7 or 8 per cent and
Army from 4 to 10 per cent. Govern-
ment did not propose to raise any loans
as they already had 9 to 10 crores invested
in various concerns. It was also necessary
to start a scheme of old age pensions and
comprehensive insurance for the people of
the State, and carry out programmes of
development of the State into a great
maritime and commercial power. - All
these items involve the maintenance in
tact of our present sources of revenue. We
cannot gamble with our resources. There
was specific provision in the new Constitu-
tion that powers of spending these resources
of the State were to be entrusted to the
ILegislature. The Dewan, therefore, made
an impassioned plea that from the financial
and practical points of view we must
continue to possess the resources which a
bounteous Nature and the careful foresight
‘and vision of His Highness had placed in
our hands if there is to be a United India,
it will be worth while to sacrifice a sub-
stantial part of our resources but even
then we cannot give up so much as to
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diminish our inherent status and possibili-
ties. But so far as one can see, a division
of India is inescapable.

- Case For-Not Antagonising Any Side

Developing the theme, the Dewan
indicated how 80 per cent of our food
imports came from abroad, 4. e., Burma,
Indonesia and Siam and the balance from
Sind and the Punjab. There was thus a
strong case for not antagonising either of
the two Indias of the future. We produce
4|5 of 'the rubber produced in India and
our customers were Pakistan as well as
Hindustan Provinces. Travancore, there-
fore, cannot afford to merge itself with one
part of India exclusively but must keep on
friendly terms with both sides. :All this
did not mean that there will not be close
co-operation with: the future Central
Government or Governments,

State’s Mineral Sands

The Dewan disclosed that Travancore
had enfered into an arrangement with the
Indian Government for the purpose of
conjoint research om mineral sands and
atomic research, We have also entered "
into certain arrangements with the British
Government for' joint research and exploit-
ation of the possibilities of the mineral *
sands of Travancore, atomic fission and
production of atomic energy. The Govern-
ment have realised that Monazite is a great
potential source of wealth and have super-
seded the existing agreements with mineral
sands companies and converted them into
agents, retaining complete ownership of
tbe sands in their hands. They were
taking steps to promote a company with
foreign experts for processing Monazite
into Thorium Nitrate and have agreed to
permit the export of 3,000 tons per year of
Monazite to England for three years. For
the production of Titanium Oxide from
Illminite a company had already been
established. Thus this Government is
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always ready to co-operate with other
‘Governments, Hindustan, Pakistan,

England or America for the purpose of

joint utilisation and exploitation of our
‘TEsources.

Better Fitted to Pemain Independent

The Sachivottama emphasised that Tra-
“vancore was better fitted to remain an inde-
pendent unit than any other part of India.
"She had a practical monopoly of several im-
‘portant products like coconut & copra and
-coconut products. tea,rubber, cardmom, gin-
ger, pepper and kaolin. The land abounded
‘many varieties of fruit including pine apples
and fish including sardines and prawns and
fresh water and sea water fish What we
wanted was rice which mainly would come
from Burma and tamarind and a few other
items and these could be secured by our
bargaining power from centres of supply.

Thus we had much to give to the rest of
India and little to import. Among almost
all the States in India, Travancore was
unique - in  being unconquered by any
foreign power and she should not be asked
to barter away her innate and inherent
independence if no United India was to
-emerge.

The Reform Act

The Dewan quoted the relevant provi-
sions in the Reform Act, specially Sections
42 and 45 which assured to the people
complete powers of administration, The
Administrative Committees were designed
really to administer the State. While em-
phasising his faith in the institution of
Monarchy, the Dewan said that the Monarch
of his conception was one that would work
ofi constitutional lines. He will be an
impattial, regulating, stabilising and
coordinating factor in the administration
-and the Dewan will be merely his agent to
effectuate this purpose. The Dewan’s
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powers of veto were merely e:inergency' or"
exceptional provisions. : ;
An Appeal

He regretted that the Nair Service Society
and the State Congress had not yet decided

to come into the Franchise and Delimitation .

Committees, The Dewan pointed out that
they were unwise in desisting from attend-
ing and participating in these bodies. - He
warned the State Congress in particular to
remember that with the attainment of
independence the purpose even of. the Indian
National Congress would have been fulfilled
and parties would thereafter come -into
existence based on economic and other
considerations. The Socialists and Com-
munists in particular “were well. organised
and had a record of great suffering and self-
sacrificee. The Congress leaders outside
had thought fit to start a rival Trade Union
Congress to counter the Communist hold
on the Trade Union movement and the
State Congress in Travancore, if it was
earnest about rescueing the Trade Union
movement from its present Communist
tendencies, would have to modify its attitude
to the new Constitution. Heappealed to those

sections ineluding the State Congress and
the N. S. S. who were standing out to come
in and he promised to give them all facilities
to come and work in those bodies which
were shaping the constitution of the State.

The Sachivottama concluded with an
appeal to all sections of the population to
co-operate with the Government and assured
them that if the Ruler and his subjects
worked together in harmony for the com-
mon purpose of the good of the State,
Travancore would rise to her full stature in
the forthcoming set-up of India and can
easily be an effective andindependent entity
co-operating in every direction to bring
about the triumphal progress of the country
as a whole. -,




21th Annual General Meeting of the
Institution of Engineers (India)

-Some [mpressions—

By Mr. G. KRISHNASWAMY RAO, B. E., A, M. I. E,,
BANGALORE CITY.

NGINEERS from all over India had

recently the unique opportunity and
privilege of visiting Travancore, one of the
most beautiful and advanced States in
India. The occasion was the Annual Gene-
ral Meeting of the Institution of Engineers
(India). Veterans in the field of engineer.
ing, both officials and nom-officials, from
every part of India, attended the meeting.
The impressions they carried away of
this great little State of Travancore were
alike.

Rapid and Many-sided Progress

1t was highly appropriate to select Tra-
vancore for an engineers’ gathering, as no
other State has so rapidly progressed indus-
trially, during recent times. She has even
surpassed some of her sister States which
‘had better reputation for industrialisation
and application of engineering knowledge.
To the engineer with an aesthetic sense,
Travancore offers some of the most beauti-
ful landscape in India comparable perhaps
only to Kashmir. The State abounds in all
types of landscapes, from steep clouded
hills to deep valleys, from thickly grown
palm groves to expanse of calm backwaters
of the ocean. 'The average scemery is so
picturesque that it will not fail to attract
the attention of even the most prosaic of
~ visitors. The State is also the seat of
music and learning and the world famous
dance of Kathakali.
Achievements of Travancore Engineers

To the more practical minded engineer,
Travancore presents some of the most
modern and technical achievements. All

kinds of bridges to suit the diversity of
rivers, the vast developed roads with satis--
factory means of communication, a sub--
stantial hydro-electric station at Pallivasal,.
canals, tunnels and public buildings of a
high order of architecture, these are no
mean achievements of the Travancore engi~
neers.

INustrious Ruler

Politically, the State is highly conscious-
of its position and this is entirely due to-
the statesmanship of Sachivottama Sir C. P.
Ramaswami Aiyar who is leading the State
under the guidance of the illustrious Ruler.
The Maharaja has been a true guardian of
all that the Hindu Kingship stands for—
a patron of music, of art and one who com-
mands the devotion of all his people. Soci-
ally, the Maharaja has done ome of the
greatest services to his people by the
Temple Entry Proclamation. The North
Indian delegates were particularly interested
in seeing the mechanised demonstration of
the Temple Entry program at the Nanda-
vanam grounds where the annual gathering
took place. —-

H. H. the Elaya Raja’s Address

The first day’s proceedings began at the
Council Chambers, with the Hon’ble the:
British Resident in Travancore in the chair.
Every one regretted that His Highness the
Elaya Raja could not himself address the
gathering as originally planned as he was.
otherwise engaged. The absence of the
Dewan, Sir C. P, Ramaswami Aiyar was
also very conspicuous but as the Hon’ble
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Resident remarked, he was at that time
“too busily engaged in Delhi, in the very
important task of !shaping the future des-
tiny of India and her States.”” However,
the speech of His Highness the Elaya Raja
was read by the Chief Engineer Mr. Raja
Raja Varma. ‘During the address, His
Highness after describing the picture of
Travancore’s physical formation with all
its diversity, further stated as follows:

“The harmonising of these conflicting
phenomena, so as to harness a rich and
luxurious soil for the maximum production
of food among other things for a dispro-
portionately dense and mounting popula-
tion, the provisions of quick and ample
road-way for rural and industrial expansion
and a scheme for the better conservation of
water wealth of the State—these will be
among the immediate and urgent tasks of
nation-building. I have no doubt that your
conjoint deliberations and your itinerary
within the State will result in the evolution
of plans and ideas concerned mainly with
the progress of Travancore and in a wider
and co-operative sense with Travancore as
a unit in the great motherland.”

Beauty Spots

Apart from the technical -deliberations,
the delegates were entertained by visits to
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places of beauty and industry. Places
visited included Cape Comorin, “the Land’s
End of India”, old Padmanabhapuram
Palace, a place of ancient glory and art,
Warkala springs and tunnel, the Rubber
Factory, Aquarium, Water Works, Museum

and a host of other interesting places. ;

Overwhelming Hospitality

The delegates were housed at Nanda.
vanam grounds in temporary sheds which
provided more luxurious and comfortable
accommodation than what any ﬁrst-ratg
hotel can offer in these days. Specimens
of the Travancorean art over the gate-ways,
pillars and within the meeting hall ap-
pealed to visitors appreciative of the orien-
tal and truly -Indian artistic display, By
night the entire grounds were illuminated
and presented a charming sight. The
hospitality of the Government of H. H. the
Maharaja of Travancore to the delegates
was simply overwhelming.

After a stay of nearly five days, the dele-
gates returned most endurably and favour--
ably impressed by Travancore and her
people, and richer in the knowledge of
utilisation of man’s intelligence for the

benefit of mankind.




MINATORY ATTITUDE OF LEADERS

DEPLORED

;S’AOHIVOTTAMA SIR e. P RAMASWAMI AfYAR

Deéwan of Tm@ancore, n.a statemem! zssued JSrom
- Qotacamund says:—

HE AlT Ind1a States Peoptes Con-
* ference has-ventured to describe the
unavoidable detertion of less' than 100
Commumsts and their allies as a’ serious
‘Curtailment of civil liberties in Travancore
‘In the face of literally thousands - of inter:
~ ments, detention and prosecutions as well
_as qurfew dnd prohlbltery ordefs now ih
b‘peration all “ovér British I'ndia including
‘tbe most Congress-mmded of the provirces;
it has been forgotten that the Trade Unions
‘that have ‘had fo' be dealt with took an
‘active part in fomenting the recent dis: ur
bances which fortunately and owing to the
-essentially law abiding character of the
people of Travaiicore came to a complete
.eessation within a matter of days. It is
also ignored that the State Labour Com-
missioner has taken measures to serve and
tepresent the interests of labour and for
‘that purpose has brought new organisations
into existence that have been working very
satisfactorily.

What daily takes place in Madras
and Bombay with regard to ILabour
Unions is regarded as firm action by
patriotic ministerss Much milder action
in Travancore is termed as ruthless
oppression. The deaths by police firing
and mutual slaughter literally in hundreds
in various provinces and the application of
tear gas by the police are barely mentioned,
‘whereas the shooting of less than 200
persons in what is admitted by the Tra.
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vancore State Congress to be a Communist
uprising is held up for blame, The Tra-
vancore State Congress, it may be added,
was not ‘able to challenge the substantial
accuracy of the official - ﬁgures of the dead
and the mJured

: Mr Sankar Rao Deo, tbe Secretary
of - the All-India Congress Committee, 4
has:' enjoined of the ‘people of the
States . to. revolt . against. -their admini-
strations if the Congress plan of responsible
government is not accepted and imple-
mented. A campaign of hostility has beem
promised by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru as a

likely reprisal for non:compliance w1fh t‘he*""*"

demand that the States should immediately
join the Cotistituent Assembly. Although
each day that passes confirms the need for
a smaller and less unwieldy agency for
bringing about that unity and harmony
which will not be helped but may be
hindered by the pursuit of a programme
manifestly based more on considerations of
prestige rather than on a balanced appraisal
of the situation, it is a thousand pities
that at this juncture presumably leaders
adopt a minatory attitude. Notwithstands
ing the disparity in resources and strength
between an Indian State and those of an
all India party in power, the administration
of Travancore cannot surrender its con-

sidered judgment in a matter that deeply
involves the future of the State,
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PICTURESQUE MOUNTAIN ROAD IN THE HIGH RANGE

A happy hunting ground to the keen Shikari for big game and to the
enterprising anthropologist for the aboriginal tribes who share the forests
with wild beasts, the High Range is a beauty spot where Nature
has lavished all her charms and which offers a diversity of atiractions
to the tourist. P

\



2 - IN THE HEART OF THE HIGH RANGE

Paddy fields situated in the val]eyé nestliﬁg amidst mountain ranges, ready :
‘ for raising of the next crop.




‘éﬂi;lndependence of Trauancore What it means

and implies? —Treaty [Rights
and Paramountcy

HE aunouncement made by the British
Premier, ‘Mr. Attlee’ on' February 20th
+that it ‘was not intended to hand over Para-
mountcy to the successor govermiment “of
~ British India, and that before July 1948
it was open to the Princes to enter into
 negotiations for the purpose of settling
'~ outstanding questions with the Paramount
Power has brought the question of the
. position of the Indian States into " conside:-
.able prominence. Following the British
Premier’s statement the Dewan of Travan-
~ core announced that by ]u1y1948 Travancore
would become an mdependent Soverelgn
State ]ust as it was before 1805, and that
the position of Travancore both in the
international sphere and in the new set up
_that is contemplated in British India, would
~ have to be viewed in the light of such
independence. . :

gt & ARG O b
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It, therefore, becomes necessary to con-
sider what exactly is the position of
i Travancore under the Paramountcy of the
British Government and what will be its
' position after July" 1948 as an independent
State with particular reference to its
retations with British India and the other
States of India.

i e

When Travancore entered into a treaty
. of friendship with the East India Company
~ in 1805, Travancore was both in theory and
in practice an Independent State. That
treaty is styled as ‘‘a treaty of perpetual
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(By ONE WHO KNOWS)

friendship and-alliance between the Honour-
able Fast India Company . Bahadur and
the Maharajh Ramaraja Bahadur, -Raja of
Travancore”. In that docuumient there was
little which infringed on the:soveréigity of
the State. It mainly related to the kiefence"
of the State from external aggression. ‘The
East India Company pledged to defend and
protect the territory of the Raja of Travan-
core against all its enemies, whomsoever.
The only other subjects dealt with in _.thi's
treaty related to the regu'lati'on and’ admi_-".
ssion of Europeans in tlie Service of 7Tra:
vancore, and the advice which might be =
tendered by the company from' ttme to -

time. . il £

For the purpose of this article it is
sufficient to note that for over a century
Paramountcy bas existed and asserted its
influence muh to the disadvantage of the
State, infring vg on its sovereignty. This
Paramountcy tas grown and asserted itself
on the sup:ior physical and material
strength of tnhe British Power vis-g—vis the
Indian States, Even the Nizam of Hyde-
rabad was told as late as 1926 that Para-
mountcy did exist, and could mnot be
questione by the State.

Was it a Subsidy ?
Though Travancore paid Rs. 8 lakhs as
stipulated in the treaty of 1805 for the

defence of this State it was soon realised
that there was no need for a separate defence
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of Travancore because its protection was
involved in the larger protection of the
British Power in India. Thus the payment
of Rs. 8 lakhs became something like a
subsidy, not for the purpose of keeping in-
side the State for its protection any armed
forces, but for the purpcse of being pro-
tected by the Crown, which had long ceased
to spend a single pie for the purpose.

The Paramountcy worked on the whole to
the detriment of the State and its well
being. This is exemplified by the Inter-
Portal Convention which removed fiscal
restrictions on trade between British India
and the States of Travancore and Cochin.

A maritime State like Travancore whose
customs revente formed a major source of
its income was compelled by the Paramount
Power to enter into this unjust agreement,
the State thereby losing a substantial por-
tion of her revenue.

Inter-Portal Convention.

In 1865, when the Inter - Portal Conven-
tion was signed, the estimated duty on
imported foreign goods was approximately
Rs. 51,000. It was then fixed by the
British Government that they would
guarantee a payment of Rs. 40,000 as a

compensation for the loss of revenue en-
tailed by the Convention. -The compen-
sation was agreed to be paid to the Travan-
core Government in recognition of the
principle «that the State was legitimately
entitled to derive the benefit of the customs
revenue on foreign goods, imported into
the State, from British India. It was then
understood that the amount of compensation
would be liable to revision. It is calculated
that, if Travancore were free today to levy
duty on imports unhampered by the Con-
vention, it would have brought annually,
on a modest estimate, an average revenue

S

-

of Rs. 50 lakhs, instead of which she is
getting Rs. 40,000 by way of compensation.

Periyar and Cochin Harbour
Agreements.

Another instance of the exercise of
Paramountey to the detriment of the States
is the Periyar Agreement. About 8,000
acres of land and water in the richest part
of Travancore, with many rights accruing
and appurtenent thereto had to be granted
to the Government of Madras for a paltry
sum of Rs. 40,000 per year. ‘The benefit
accruing to British India from this con-
cession has been stated in the course of the
argument in the dispute before the
arbitrator to be about ten lakhs.

The Cochin Harbour agreement is also
an instance of agreement entered into by
Travancore because of pressure exerted by
the Paramount Power. The benefits that
Travancore derives from the Cochin Har-
bour are not in any way commensurate with
either the contribution she has made or the
advantages the Harbour derives from the
hinterland of rich and fertile Travancore
lands which surround it. and whose produce
flows into the Cochin Harbour to feed and
sustain its revenues and importance.

Other instances of the exercise of Para-
mountcy on the Internal affairs of the State
are found in many administrative matters.
Suffice it for the present to say that Para-
mountcv has not worked to the best interests:
of the State.

After the lapse of Paramountey.

The position of Travancore after the

lapse of Paramountcy and the readjustments

that have to be made particularly with re-
ference to her place as an integral part of
the geographical unit of India is ome of
importance, and necessitates careful study
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and examination. To proclaim from the
platform in a gusto of patriotic but little
thought of sentiment that Travancore should
without any thought join the proposed Ign-
dian Union or become a part of a linguistic
Kerala Province shows a complete lack of
constructive imagination. Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru is reported to have stated that  alj
those States which do not join the Consti-
tuent Assembly now, would be regarded as
hostile States and they will have to bear the
consequences of being so regarded”. Apart
from the threat implied in that declaration

there seems to be anm under - current of
disappointment, that the States are refrai-

. ning from doing what will please the Pandit
and men of his way of thinking. In this
article I shall analyse and show how far the
interests of Trravancore will be advanced by
joining the Constituent Assembly and the
Indian Union.

On_e Member for every million
of the population,

Representation to the Constituent Assem.
“bly is made exclusively on the basis of
population. In that Assembly of about
400 representatives — one member for
every million of the population—Travancore
gets a represenfation of six members. If
we consider the economic, cultural, financiaj
and the maritime position of Travancore
State, can it be said that 6 representatives
that is the same number as the Districts of
- Madura and Rammnad gets, will provide
. adequate representation for the purpose of
“discussing such vital matters as defence,
the proportion of Travancore's contribution
to the defence of the Indian Union, the
strength of Travancore personnel in the
- defence services, customs which are a vital
source of revenue to the State, and which
we find in the latest paper have been
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included in the Union subjects, income taxs
another source of revenue of importance
to this State, and many other similar sub-
jects.

Is it likely that the Constituent Assem-
bly constituted as it is would  listen with:
patience to amy pleading om the special
position of Travancore or to the special
interests of Travancore in these matters.
Is it not more likely that Travancore’s.
special claims will be ignored on the basis
that it has only a population of _sixty lakhs
of people, and what is good for 60 lakhs of
people elsewhere in India should be good
for 60 lakhs of people in Travancore. Not
one of those politicians in Travancore who
cry themselves hoarse over the perversity of
the Dewan in announcing the intention of
the T'ravancore State to keep aloof from the
Constituent Assembly, seems to have ever
considered these matters in their proper
perspective,
portance not only to posterity, but also to
the very existence of the State as an integral
Unit., If it is not to be conceded that Tra-
vancore may allow itself to be pulled down
to the level of the most backward State in
India, then the gquestion of the special
position and interest of Travancore come
into prominence and must be considered
dispassionately.

Is it, or is it not, better that after a
Government is set up in British India,

Travancore should sit at a Round Table

Conference with the representatives of
the Indian Government, and discuss with
them item by item such important and vital
questions as defence of the State, Revenues,
and the particular cultural level of the State
all of which entail special treatment and
consideration? Can we allow ourselves to
be stampeded by threats or by untenable

They are of such vital im-
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<laims that Paramountcy has descended on
the Covernment of India from the Para:
mount Power? There can be only one
answer to such threats and claims. ;

Appeal to Patriotism.

- When Travancore becomes independent
in July 1948 by virtue of the elimination of
Paramountey she has to look to her prote-
ction, commerce, and external affairs
definitely in a bigger context. The idea of
an  independent Travancore cannot be
wholly preposterous when we consider that
even many small States in other parts of
the world with a fraction of the resources
and man—power of Travancore are enjoying
the benefits of independence. This inde.
pendence exhibits itself in a greater sentis
‘ment of national self-respéct and initiative.
1t also conduces to keep up certain distinct
-national traits, assets and advantages, which
1ot only do not hinder the peace and pros-
perity of the world, but form a distinct
contribution to them. The question has to
be considered not as a chimerical idea,
impracticable and futile, but as a practical
advantage to be taken up for serious study
and the full picture has to be fitted into the
larger context of an independent India, and
a mutually well integrated helpfulness to
‘the different compopent parts of the country.

The Government of Travancore or its
Dewan has never stated that Travancore
would decline to consider any of the
matters, which are so essential to its pros-

perity and welfare. On the other hand, it
has been repeatedly affirmed that every-
thing possible would be done to strengthen
the Union Centre and to cede to that Cexntre
many subjects of vital concern as an all
India policy even though it will curtail the
sovereignty of the State and entail addi-
tional financial burden to the State, Thin-
king Travancoreans have a duty to concen-
trate their attention on the problem of
Travancore's independence in the many-
sided and diverse fields some of which have
been discussed above. Considered in that
context there is no reason to fear that either
Travancore will hamper the independence
progress or unit of India or lose any of the
advantages that her position, culture and -
progress entitle her to get, by the mere fact
of not joining the Constituent Assemblys

The main points for consideration would
be (1) the terms on which a Union with
India could be made with particular re-
ference to defence, commerce, customs,
communications, higher research, public
health, food supplies etc. (2) how best to
keep Travancore from interference from
outside forces in its internal affairs (3) and
how to preserve the distinct cultural and
other advantages that Travancore has
gained through years of progress.

All these aspects require special study.
Noune of these could be left safely to the
popular vote of a Constituent Assembly
called on a population basis.

TRAVANCORE INFORMATION and LISTENER, June 1947
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THE TRAVANCORE CONSTITUTION

BY Mr. N. K. YENKATESWARAN

FEYHE Constitutional Reforms just pro-

mulgated by His Highness the Maha
taja of Travancore are a notable and in
‘no small degree original contribution to the
theory of Government, in which the popu-
lar will is installed with the maximum
of power combined with the minimum of
instability or danger to orderly progress.
His Highness prefaces the Proclamation
thus: :

“‘It is Our intention fully to associate
duly elected representatives of Our people
with Our legislation and administration
and to vest in them the requisite rights,
privileges and obligations.” The enact-
ment that follows is a courageous venture
in the combination of monarchical tradi-
tions with the democratic urgencies and
tealities of the time. 2

Functional Representation

There are two chambers at the same
level, which between them seek to im-
plement the “full association’” indicat-

ed in the preamble. The Assembly is
based on universal suffrage, but universal
suffrage provides no sure guarantee for full
tepresentation, for the overriding reason
‘that a hundred or any number of people
~taken in the lump can seldom represent as
‘many persons each in his or her particular
life-setting. ~The Assembly is a general
body representing general qualities and
circumstances, but the Council, the other
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house, represent functions and faculties,
occupations, trades, skills, professions, the
members being elected, each group, by
those belonging to the same vocation.
Together, the two houses thus cover the
population of the State, not only in the
shape of citizens, doubtless a very essential
prerequisite, but in that of existing and
working interests.

General legislative chambers in India
are loaded with an unfortunate emotional
weightage in favour of communal cliques,
cells and parties. The Council in the Con-
stitutional Reforms constitutes a dynamic
break with this almost automatic complex
in the public life of the country. It in fact
cries a halt to the communities and calls
for a cross-caste, cross-creed communalisa-
tion of common endeavours. The two
chambers invested with mnearly even parity
thus make a landmark in-methods of help-
ing democracy in this country to function
democratically, and a noteworthy experi-

“ment in the pattern and procedure of popu-
lar government.

The Dewan’s Veto

First among Indian States to associ-
ate popular elements with the councils
of the State, the Government of Travan-
core have rarely resorted to veto powers
in their relations with the legislature. Just
as it has been the convention for the Maha-

raja to assent to the official advice of the

a7




Dewan in matters affecting the State, so it
has been the convention for the Dewan
to let the legislature assert its voice in
matters falling within its cognizance. To
those whose acquaintance with the politics
of the State i5 not merely superficial it is
clear that the present veto powers vested in
the Dewan far from being exercised too
frequently are likely to become defunct in
the quick upgrowth of conventions, for
which the intelligence and  educational
standards of the State offer exceptional
opportunities.

It is a democratic government which
does its business and shapes its policy in
accordance with the wishes of the legisla=
lature representing the people. Democracy
takes = different forms in different coun-
tries, by no means necessarily suffering
material loss of substance.  The British
constitution is a marvel of parliamentarism,
which not rarely proves cumbersome and
lacking in initiative often even in the dis-
charge of the more common obligations of
government, Nevertheless, evenin
England parliamentarism promptly if not
apparently gives place to some form of
totalitarian regime whenever any serious
national emergency occurs, the opposition
becoming extinct for the time being.

Firm Authority

A flagrant and serious defect in parlia-
mentary democracy with its associated
checks and balances is that no politi-
cal structure dependent on the good will of
the legislature and coming to an end in the
absence of that good will can function
effectively in these times when creative
: organisation and control of the ecomomic
life of society and large scale social legisla-
tion are no longer vague doctrines but
urgent demands. An executive removable
by an adverse vote in the legislature is

often inadequate even in countries blessed
with an enlightened public opinion and
experienced in the arts of parliumentary
administration. '

Today in India in the throes of commu-
nal delirium and economic neurosis it is
obvious that what is required in each part
of the country is assurance, cohesion, con-
tinuity and authority firmly lodged in the
government. It is doubtful whether the
British parliamentary pattern will ever
work smoothly and efficiently in India
along creative lines— certainly not till after
the people cutting across caste and commu-

nal barriers become qualified for indivi- -

dual thinking and collective opinion centr-
ed on common good.

Administrative Committees

The quasi-irremoval Administrative
Committees in the State’s new set-up
have doubtless been conceived in this
context. Though this might at first sight
seem something of a derogation of current
fashions, students of democracy are stop-
ped from grumbling as it concedes some
nine tenths of the area of government to
judgment and wisdom of the legislature.
For the Administrative Committees, which
will number from six to tem, are put in
charge of the various departments, co-ordi-
nation being provided for through joint
consultations by the chairmen of. these
bodies. The term of the committees will
be four years, the same as that of the
houses. The committees however are not
entirely irremovable, individual members
being subject to two-third-majority votes of
no confidetice in the house to which they
belong and which elected them.
sense the Adminisfrative Committees strike
a compromise between an’ executive at the
mercy of the fluxes of opinion in the legis-
lature and one exempt from its votes.
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The Proclamation runs: “Subject to the
provisions of this Act the policies formu-
lated by the Legislature shall be carried out
and implemented by the adminlstrative
authorities and departments of our govern.
ment.”” Further: The control of the Iegis-
lature over. the policies of Our Government
“Departments shall be exercised through
Administrative Committees elected by
both chambers of the Iegislature. Thus
it will be seen that the heads of each of the
permanent services will be under -one or
another of the Administrative Committees,
and that the whole administration will
consequently be diffused by the popular
will.

The absence of ministers in the consti-
tution, though it may cause disappoint-
ment in aspiring quarters, is spanned by
the committees wherein matters within the
pumew of each get a chance of being
thrashed out by consultation and discussion
A minister on the other hand can hardly be
as thorough as a commiltes, of which the
chairman in this case practically has a
ministerial position with the added
advantage of exchange of experience and
intellectual collaboration with a few colle-
agues. .

Revision

The Dewan remains not as the execu-

tive “head of the administration, but as
the represeatative of the Maharaja to
exercise when necessary co-ordination and
guidancer.

A most striking point in the Act is the
'freedom given to the legislature to discuss
the Act itself and pass resolutions thereon
after the expiry of its first term—a clear
provision for adjustment and modification
in the light of experience, in the face of
conditions. and circumstances calling for
adaption,
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Second only to the Temple Eniry Proclama~
tion; the Act bears testimony to the great ruler:
symbolising prosperity and progress  and to its-
own excellence as an insirument of responsible
government wherewith the talented Dpeople of the
State can now themselves try and mould ztS‘
pubhc affairs.

(THE MYSINDI4)

THE NEW TRAVANCORE
CONSTITUTION

N Tuesday, April 15, the new Travan-

core Constitution came into operation,
The main features of it, differentiating it
from the constitutional pattern followed in
British India and hitherto in Travancore
itself, are the introduction of functional
representation for the Chitra State Council,
as the second Chamber is styled, and the
appointment of Administrative Committees
consisting of members of both Houses, to-
deal with all matters of administrative
policy and measures pertaining to the
subjects allotted to them. Representation
by faculties and functions is borrowed from
the Fascist Italian Constltutlon by the:
Hyderabad Reforms Committee as a means-
avowedly of doing without communal re-
presentation. But communal representa~
tion crept in by the backdoor and since:
then territorial electorates have also
been super-added. The new Travan-~
core Constitution avoids communal repre-
sentation-

The Constitution Act recognises that-
there will be overlapping of the territorial
coustituencies for the Sri Mulam Assembly
and the functional electorates of the Sri
Chitra State Council and provides that, in-
case of a person being elected to both, he
should make his choice of one at the earliest




sopportunity, The administrative Commit-
tees are borrowed from the French Consti-
tution. The executive and administrative
.officers in France enjoy more power and
initiative than under the British or the
American system, and these Committees
-are obviously intended to control their
exercise. In the absence of this special
feature of French administration the Ad-
‘ministrative Committees are likely to
‘hamper rather than to help the day-to-day
-administration. The Act provides, in order
to prevent this contingency, that imatters
connected with normal routine administra-
‘tion of the departments and with appoint-
‘ments and promotions shall be governed by

rules made by Government for the purpose:

Even so there is room for dispute as to
‘whether a particular matter comes under
normal routine or policy. The working of
this feature of the Travancore Constitution
‘will ‘have to be watched with particular
interest. The Act does not provide for the
«constitution of the Cabinet. In view of
the mandatory provision sthat the policies
formulated by the ILegislature shall be
«carried out by the administration, this
-omission may have less significance than
-otherwise. Control of the administration
by the Legislature is provided through the
Administrative Committees which must
‘meet at least once a fortnight., The Sri
Mulam Assembly will be elected on adult
suffrage and both Houses will elect their
-own President and Speaker.

- The Constitution is conceived in a liberal
«spirit. Travancore has one of the highest
_proportions of literacy in India and there

should be no difficulty in enlisting the ser-

*mccs of competent men and women to work
this rather complicated system in a spirit of
)atnohc service.

(T@ INDIAN SOCIAL REFORMER)

50

PEOPLE'S CONTROL OVER
ADMINISTRATION

HEN the first Press Communiques

and subsequent statements were
published there was a talk that the new
Reform proposals were the indices of an
autocratic Government. The question had
been engaging the earnest attention of the
public for about two months and oppor-
tunities had been granted for a free andfopen
discussion on the proposed changes and
their repercussions among the people. No
doubt election on adult suffrage is a com-
mendable arrangement but in a State like
Travancore where communal interests and
the interest of the minorities require safe- -
guards certain communities rightly felt that
they would have to survive unrepresented
in the legislature. The major communities
like the KEzhavas, Nairs and the intel-
lectually advanced community like the
Brahmin stoutly opposed reservation. On
principle it was reasonable but when certain
communities feel they have no chance of
getting representation owing to peculiar cir-
cumstances created by  the  scattering of
votes all over the State the head of the
administration has a right to interfere. The
Dewan rightly interfered and laudably
agreed to 'the reservation of seats for
Muslims and ILatin Catholics. - In the
absence of an irremovable executive the
fate of the minorities would really be in
danger. Now the ILegislature could post.
pone and prorogue the legislature in con-
sultation with the Dewan.

Provision has been made with regard
to public revenue and religious matters on
the resolution passed by a 2/3 majority.
This is a bold step indeed. Revenue is of.
vital importance to the general |interest of
the State as a whole and religion is a delicate
question. These two matters have been
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n the hands of the people’s 'repre-
sentatives. The Budget is the pivot of the
very existence of the State. Everybody is
concerned with money and about the
arrangements made with regard to religion.
The Budget is formulated by the joint
efforts of the administrative committees and
the executive., It should be approved by
the legislature after free discussion. Under
stich circumstances there is no ground to
say that the New Act is not up to the mark.

Our salvation does not rest in the
Westminister model of removing the
Executive at any time. Travancore is very
backward economically. Frequent change
of Government is sure to ruin the country
as a whole. Communal differences would
find" a way to make the situation worse.
The labour without realising the effects of
revolting against law and order is sure to
undergo serious consequences failing to

‘understand the efforts of interested persomns.

Under. such a predicament where could we
look to for help? A guiding executive’s
interference would be quite imperative, It
is therefore the prime duty of public workers
to work up the Act in the light of the good
intention of His Highness the Maha Raja
and his trusted and eminent Minister.
Further, they have appointed a committee
to attend to the details and to verify the
defects if any.

When we are going to enjoy the benefits
of responsible Government under liberal pro.
tection- there is no mnecessity for a Kerala
Province behind the back of His .Highness
without the support of the people as a
whole, The lead for such a move has come
from Cochin and Malabar alone. Cochin is
filled with more than 70 or 80 Princes.
The Sovereign may be prepared to surren.

~ der his power in the interest of the family.

Why should Travancore follow Cochin
which is not in any way superior to Tra-
vancore ?

' (THE TRAVANCORE TIMES)
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INDEPENDENT TRAVAN-
CORE

TIVHE trend of events indicates that im-
portant developments could be expected

almost immediately, and one should not
be surprised if, instead of one United India

.emerging as a result of consensus of opinion

among the various political groups in India,
India gets split up into more than one

sovereign state, before the Bfitish Power

quits India. It also seems almost certain
that by the end of June or July, in the mat-
ter of day-to-day administration, responsibi-
lity will be handed over to some unit or
units representing the people of India and
the States. Under such circumstances the
question arises : “What shall Travancore
doin the future ?” The question “would
hardly have arisen if a United India were a
certainty. But, now in the altered context,
the question is of vital importance. The
talented Dewan of Travancore has dsclared
that T'ravancore, after the disappearance of
British Paramountcy, would prefer to
remain an independent State with all the
implications that that status connotes
while there is a persistent call from other
quarters that Travancore should merge a
‘part of its individuality in a bigger unit.
Viewed with the eye of a Travancorean,
which would be more advantageousis the
question.

Travancore is a maritime country and

the main sources of its revénue are customs,

excise, income tax, forests, transport divi-
dends, interests and stamps. If Travancore
merges into the Indian Union as envisaged
by the Constituent Assembly, as at present
constituted, these sources would be control-
1ed by the Central Government, which pro-
bably would refund a share due to the State
in proportion to its population. On a
modest computation this arrangement
would deplete the Travancore exchequer by

three to four crores of rupees every year “",’_‘?— ;
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considerably hamper the development of
the country on modern lines.

Besides, about 80 per cent- of our food,
has to be imported from outside, ¢.e¢, Burma,
Indonesia and Siam, while the balance has
to come from Sind and the Punjab—Pro-
vinees that would constitute Pakistan. Tra-
'vancore, therefore, could ill afford to merge
itself with one part of India to the exclu-
sion of the other. An independent Travan-
core is the only alternative.

The next question is : ‘‘Have we the
strength to stand independent?” In this
conection it is necessary to note that Inde-
pendence does not mean isolationism., In
‘moderp sense, Independence means the
«capacity that a country possesses to enter
into mutually beneficial relations with other
countries on-terms of perfect equality. This
«capacity Travancore possesses in abundant
measure. For, thanks to its rich mineral
resources, whose strategic value is undoubt-
£d, Travancore’s prestige in the comity of
nations has risen immensely, while the prac-
tical monopoly the State has of several im-
portant products such as coconut, tea,
rubber, cardamom, ginger, pepper, etc., cone
fers on it a tremendous bargaining power
in world markets: This is the position of
“Travancore now.

We arey therefore, very grateful to
Sachivottama Sir T, P. Ramaswami Aiyar
for clarifying the issue in his address at
the Press Conference on May 17th; where
he has made out a strong case for an Inde-=
pendent Travancore. Such a State would
enter into friendly relationships, by agree-
ment, with Britain, America, Russia or
other countries for the purpose of imple-
menting and supplementing her strategic
military or economic requirements. Given
the co-operation of all sections of the people
of Travancore, Sir C. P. assures that Tra-
vancore would rise to her full stature in the

forthcoming set up of India and can easily
be an effective and independent entity co-
operating in every direction to bring about
the triumphal progress of the country as a
whole. In that behalf he makes a fervent
appeal to the country, and we " doubt not
that it would be responded to with enthu-
siasm.

(THE INDIAN THINKER)

THE HON'BLE
DR. RAJENDRA PRASAD'S
VISIT TO THE FACT., LTD:
ALWAY E, MAY, 17.

R. Rajendra Prasad visited the

Fertilizers and Chemicals (Travancore)
Ltd., today at 2-30 p. M. At the
entrance Mr. Seshasayee received and
garlanded him and led him to the Visitor's
Room. He introduced him to the top rank-
ing staff of the Company.

A chart was then shown to him
presenting the statistics of the present
production of rice in India and the increase
by 60,700 tons by the help of fertilizers.
He enquired about many particulars, such
as their chief requirements. Mr. Seshasayee
replied that firewood, electricity, gypsum,
sulphur and phosphate minerals were the
most abundantly required things for the
concern, The first two of these were being
supplied by the Government of Travancore,
who took great care in the enterprise.
Gypsum was obtained from Trichinopoly.
5,000 tons of phosphate rocks from Africa
and Sulphur from America.

A model of the factory and the various
processes of production were shown to
Dr. Prasad and explained to him by Mr.
Macartey. He was afterwards taken round
the several departments. It was delightful
to see the Honourable Food Minister of
India, responsible for feeding 40 crores of
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péwh, taking such lively interest in the
production of fertilizers which would help
iaiéin_g more food.
;E;xblic Meeting

The Public meeting at which the Food
Member formally inaugurated the produc-
tion activity of the Firm began at 3-30 p. M.
Mr. Seshasayee after welcoming him ina
felicitous speech invited him to inau@;urate
Mr.
Seshasayee referred to the kind patronage
“of the
Madras

necessity for removing the import duty of

the commencement of production.
Government of Travancore,
and Cochin and stressed the
15 per cent. now paid by the Company on
certain raw products.

Dr. Rajendra Prasad congratulated the
Management of the Fertilizers Company
who had succeeded in starting the produc-
tion overcoming all handicaps. He rejoiced
to be there to see the production though
he had wished the results of their efforts
could be reaped by mnext year. He
lamented the depeﬁdency of India on other
countries in the matter of food and appealed
to one and all to .have a food producﬁon
«drive. He remarked that it was the policy
of the present Government to discourage
imiports from outside and wished to revise
the industrial policy of India to the
advantage of Indian Industry. He
firewaod in

appreciated the use of
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place of coal and wished to find
proper use for other mnatural resources
which are now being wasted. He expected

the firewood used being replaced by fresh

plantations wusing the fertilizers. He
thanked them for the kind regards shown
to him and wished them all success in their

endeavours.

(THE INDIAN THINKER)

RAYON PLANT FOR INDIA :
THE first British rayon plant for India

is now being shipped from England
for the Travancore Rayon Co. This is a
company with a paidup capital of n,eanu
£ 1,250,000, and it is expected to be in
operation by the end of the year.

The news was given here ‘to-day by
Mr. Douglas, Managing Director of Dobson.
and Barlow (Securities), one of the firms
whose shares are owned by ‘Texﬁl&
Machinery Makers Ltd., of Oldham. Mr.
Douglas has been meeting lindustrialists in
India to impress on them that the rayonn
industry has great possibilifies in this

country.

He said the Travancore plant was
British

being equipped with the latest
tayon praduction development, the ‘Nelson*
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process, which spins, washes, dries, and
in one continuous
aund

winds sequence, a

method simpler less costly than
others. 7
(IrHE DAILY TELEGRA PH, LONDON)

PROCESSED RICE

SCIENTIFIC method of processitig
4 N rice to increase its vitamin contents
‘keeping properties, resistance to weevil
infection and flavour is under investigation
by the Department of Research of Travan-
core State. As in other parts of India,
rice is the staple food of 90 per cent. of
“Travancore’s poptilation, and the necessity
for getting the utmost wvalue out of
-available supplies is fully realised at the

present time of world food shortage.

This methcd of processing has ‘been
-evolved by an English chemist working in
the United States. . The air in the grain is
‘removed by vacuum pressure, and hot

water is then forced into the rice under
‘high pressure. The excess water is drained
offy and by a steaming and drying process
heat :

the vitamins are

_sealed into the

grain in such a manner that there is
practically no loss in nutritive value on
milling and cooking. The rice, with the
husk still intact, is then dried and milled

4n the usual way.

The method resembles, though in a

‘much advanced form, the custom of

O >SS 4pEPG<E s B2 B <Iab B S Gr B

parboiling paddy which has been common
in Travancore from ancient times. In
certain districts, paddy is even parboiled
thougli the

treatment is

twice ‘before being milled,
advantage of this double
doubtful. The original parboiling, how-
ever, has long been recognised as improving
the flavour and nutritive value, and it is
hoped that the new scientific method can

be introduced into Travancore in the near
future.
(GREAT BRITAIN AND
THE EAST, LONDON.)
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RADIO PROGRAMINE

f/_;'ogramme //or Zme 7947

(455’9 Metres 658 Kilocycles)
TUESDAY, S8RD JUNE 1947 :
7-30 P. M.—Music by P. L. Lekshmi ard party.

Song Raga Tala
Manasaetwlo Malayomarutam Rupakam
Kalayoami Begada Triputa
Smara hari . Syama : Adi
Sundari Ni © . Kolyani Adi
Smarasada s - Bilahari - Adi
Kantan Sahana Rupakam

Composer
Sri T'yagaraja
Sri Swati Tirunal
Sri Swati Tirunal
Sri Tyagarajo
8Sri Swaii Tirunal
Sri Nilakanta Sivan

. 815p M.—Talk in English on “Sources of Lime"” by
K. R. Krishna Aiyer—the fourth talk in the series

“Mineral resources of Travancore”,

8-30 p. M.— Music by N. S. Kailasa Aiyer and party.

Song Raga Tala
Sangeetagnanamu Dhanyasi Adi
Kripayapalaye Charukesi Chapw
Ramachandram Vasania - Rupakam
Natepasans Begada Adi
Mamavakarunaya Shanmukhapriya Chapu
Yaro Tvar Bhairavi Adi

9-00 P. M —Vancheesamangalam.
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Composer
Sri Tyagaraja
Sri Swait Tirunal
Sri Dikshitar
Sri Tyagaraje
Sri Bwati Tirunal
Sri Arunachalakavi
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WEDNESDAY, 4TH JUNE 1947 :

7-30 p. M.—Learn to Sing—Maharaja Swati Tirunal’s Compos1tiom.
7-45 p, M.— Nagaswaram by Chudalayandi Kambar and party.
9-00 p. M.Vancheesamangalam. : :
THURSDAY, 5TH JUNE 1947 ; -
7-30 p. M.— Kathakalakshepam on “ Seynopa.khyanam by
Kaladasar.
9-00 p. M.—Vancheesamangalam,
FRIDAY, 6TH JUNE 1947 :

7-30 p. M.—Music Concert :—
Kalakad Ramanarayana Aiyer (Vocal).
Chalakudy N. S. Narayanaswamy (Violin).
Martandapuram Mani Aiyer (Mridangam),
9-00 p. M.—Vancheesamangalam.
TUESDAY, 10TH JUNE 1947 ;

- 7-30 P, M.— Music by V. Sankaran and party.

Song Raga Tala . Composer,
Pahimamsri Jonaranjini Adz Sri Romaswams Stvan
Yochana Durbar Adi Sri Tyagorajo
Sarasijonabha Todi Chapw Sri Swati Tirunal
Undeti-ramudu Horikambojt Rupakom Sri Tyagaraja
V andesada Paras Adi Sri Swati Tirunal
Seesaganga Hindi tune Sri Swati Tirunal

845 p. M.—Talk in Malayalam on “Village uplift work in
Travancore” by S. Vaidyanatha Aiyer.

8-30 p. M.— Veena by M. Padmanabha Alyer
9-00 ». M.—Vancheesamangalam.
WEDNESDAY, 11TH JUNE 1947 :

7.30 p. M.—Learn to Sing—Maharaja Swati Tirunal’s Compositions.

7.45 p, M.— Music Concert -—-
T. R. Navaneetham (Flute).
Chalakudy N. S. Narayanaswamy (Violin).
Marthandapuram Mani Aiyer (Mridangam).

9-00 p. M. Vancheesamangalam.
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THURDAY , 12T H JUNE 1947 ;
7:30 p. M.—Talk in Malayalam on “Insecticides and Germicides™
by Rajyasevanirata Dr. C. O. Karunakaran.

7:45 p. M.—Play in Malayalam,
8.00 p. M~ Music by Rukmini Sundararajan and party.

9-00 p. M.— Vancheesamangalam.

FRIDAY, 18TH JUNE 1947

7-30 p. M.—Music Joncert :—
Mannargudi Rajagopala Pillai (Vocal).
Chalakudy N. S. Narayanaswamy (Violin),
Martandapuram Mani Aiyer (Mridangam).

9-00 P, M — Vancheesamangalam.

T UESDAY, 17TH JUNE 1947 :

7.30p. M.—Talk in English on “Rating personality” by
Dr, D. Jivanayakam.
7-45 p. M.— Thiruvatirakali songs.
8-00 p. M.— Music by Nagercoil Ganesa Aiyar and party.

Song Raga Tala Composer
Nadatanamanisam Chitharanjini Adi Sri Pyagaraja
VYV andesada Navarasakannada Adi Sri Swati Tirunal
Mamavasada Kanada Rupakam Sri Bwati Tirunal
Pahimam - Mukhori Adi Sri Dikshitar e
Bhajaregopalam Hindolam Adi . Sri Sadasivae '
Brahmendra

9-00 p. M.—Vancheesamangaiam.

‘WEDNESDAY, 18TH JUNE 1947 :

7.80 p. M.—Learn to Sing —Maharaja Swati Tirunal’s Compositions.
7.45 p, M.~ Musio by Nagercoil Hariharan and party.

9.00 p. M.— Vancheesamangalam,
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THURSDAY, 19TH JUNE 1947 ;

7.30 p. M.— Laydvinyasam— Ganakaladhara Madura Mani Aiyer—
Ragam Tanam and Pallavi, '

8-15 p. M.— Music by S. Krishnamoorti and party.

Song Raga - Tala Composer
Deva Deva Poorvikalyani Adi Sri Swati Tirunal
 Tatvameruka Garudadhwani Rupakam Sri Tyagarajo :
Moriveregati Anandabhairavi Misram Sri Syama Sastri -'
Momava meenakshi Varaly Misram Sri Dikshitar :
V andesada Paras Adi 8ri Swati Tirunal
Padmanabha Pahi Hindolam Ada Sri Swati Tirunal

9-00 p, M.— Vancheesamangalani.
FRIDAY, 20TH JUNE 1947 :
7-30 p. M.— Music Concert :—
Ganakaladhara Madura Mani Aiyer and party,
9-00 p. M.— Vancheesamangalam.
TUESDAY, 24TH JUNE 1947 :

7-30 p. M.—Talk in English on “University Reform in Travancore™
= by H. C. Papworth. 2

7-45 p, M.—Recorded Music :—N. C. Vasantakokilam,
8-00 P, M.— Music by P. Vaidyanathan and party.
9-00 p, Mm.— Vancheesamangalam.
WEDNESDAY, 25TH JUNE 1047 :
7-30 p. M.—Learn to Sing— Maharaja Swati Tirunal's Compositlons..
7-45 p. M.— Veena by Devakottah Narayana Aiyengar.

Song Raga Tala Composer
Srinivasa Atano Adi 8ri Swaiti Tirunal
Sadaramavo Saraswatt Rupakam 8ri Tyagaraja
Ramaneeve Narayani Adi Sri Dikshitar
Sri Balaswbra- Bilhari ~ Chapu Sri Dikshitar

MANYaYa
Pahijagajjanani Hamsanandi Adi Sri Swati Tirunal

Ragam Pallavi Karaharapriya
9.00 p. u.— Vancheesamangalam,
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THURSDAY, 26TH JUNE 1947
‘.i -7-30 p. M.— Music by K. R. Venkatachalam and party.

. Song Raga Tala Composer
Sriinuladhara Sri Adi 8ri Tyagaraja
Jangni nanna Ritigowla Chapuw Sri Subbaraya Sastri
Bhajare:, Kalyani Chapu 8ri Dikshitar
Paramapurusha V asanta Ads Sri Bwaiti Tirunal
Mamavasada Natakuwranji Rupakam 8ri Swati Térunal
Sararijanabha Todi Chapu Sri Swati Tirunal

8-30 P, M.—Talk in Tamil on “Carnatic Music” series
2nd talk “Tradition in Music eovwlrsru wessm?

8-45 p. M.—Recorded Music :—D, K. Pattammal,
9.00 p. M. —Vancheesamangalam,

FRIDAY, 27TH JUNE 1947 .
7-30 P. M.— Music Concert :—
Annapurni Vaidyanathan and party.

9-00 p. M.—Vancheesamangalam,
- Suggestions from listeners are welcome.

Office of the Travancore Broadoasting Station,
Trivandrum.

= =
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LEARN TO SING e

The following Composition of Sri Swati Tirunal
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