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In presenting the ‘‘Commercial Kerala” to the pubhd
we owe an apology to the generous authors who have kindly
contributed articles, and to the advertisers who have taken
space in the book, for the delay in the publication of the
souvenir.

As is known to all conicerned, the “Commercial Kerala™
is published as a souvenit of the Malabar Industrial and Com-
mercial Conference, Calicut, which was originally proposed
to be held in January last. But as the organisers of the Con-
ference had to change its date to suit the convenience of the
Hon'ble Dr. John Matthai who was expected to open the con-
ference, the publication of the souvenir also had to be post-
poned. This explains the delay.

We have tried to give a picture of the various phases of
Kerala—cultural. commercial and industrial. And our authors,
many of them eminent all over India and abroad, have simpli-
- fied our task by contributing illuminating articles to the book.
It is with very:great pleasure that we place on record our
warmest gratitude to every one of them.

We are thankful to the Hon'ble Sri K. Madhava Menon,
Minister for Agriculture, Madras, for his inspiring message, so -
kindly sent to us for publicaticn in this book. He has, from the
very outset, been rendering us valuable help in many ways.
In return, we can only pray to God to help him in his difficult
task to bring peace; plenty and prosperity to our Mother
~ Kerala whose lot at present is most miserable indeed.

The present is atime when every press in Calicut is
working full-swirilg. We may not have been able to bring out
this book: in time but for the spirit of personal interest and
willing hHelp with which-our work was undertakén by the
National Press, Calicut, which was started only recently.
We sincerely thank them, too.
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It was the active and enthusiastic co-operation and en-
couragement given us by Janab Haji Koyappathodi M. Ahamed
Kutty Sahib, M.L. A., the Chairman, Sri P, Balarama Kurup B. A,
the Convenor, and the members of the Committee of the con-
ference and the Malabar Chamber of Commerce, Calicut, that
instilled inus an enthusiasm to take up the work of the souvenir,
Our whole-hearted thanks are due to them all. '

We shall feel our modest efforts compensated for, if the
““Commercial Kerala” would help to throw some light on the
~different problems facing the commercial and industrial life
of Kerala-

Thank you,

Puthiyara, Calicut, Managing Editor.
June 2, 1947.

R. VARIAR, JEWELLER & OPTICIAN,
COURT ROAD, CALICUT.

- Ready-made Guaranteed Sovereign Gold Ornaments of all latest
St designs at moderate charges available.

MALABAR PATTERN A SPECIALITY.
Reputed in the line for more than 25 years.

Can prepare and supply according to designs, weights &
measurements required.

.ALL O TICAL GOODS ALSO AVAILABLE.
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OPENED BY

The Hon'ble Sei H. Sitarama Reddi

( MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES AND SUPPLIES, MADRAS)

ON 12—-6—1947.
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Janab Haji Kouappathody M. Ahamed Kutty Salieb M. L. A,

President:
THE MALABAR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

¥ (1945—1947)

J

I L] TR TR LGP i R LT TR ) g TR 1 ) 7

&msmwammswMammswmuﬁmswwummuwu!mmnwwummswwumu

Rao Bahadur Sri. V. K. ERADI B. A,, B. L.
., President- Elect:
THE MALABAR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
(1947—1948)







MESSAGE
From tl\e Hon’l)le Sl‘l K Mac“nava Menon,
(Muustel‘ for Agnculture, Government of MaJru‘)

I have pleasure to extend my
greetings and all good wishes to E
the ** Commercial Kerala " which
is being published as the souvenir
of the Malabar Industrial and
Commercial Conference, Calicut.

Mother India now stands onthe
threshold of freedom. And it is
but natural that Kerala, too, is
eager to breathe freely, to go.

_forward on her ownlegs, manag-
ing her affairs herself without let
| or hindrance from any outéider.

With her own peculiar physical features, language and
culture, habiis and customs, heritage and trad1t10ns, Kerala has -
her own problems to solve. Her agriculture needs vast
improvement; her industries have got to be developed ; her
forest wealth has large scope and potentialities to be explored
and exploited; irrigation and hydro-electric projecis have to
be established to give greater impetus and momentum to her
agrlculiure and industries; and last, but not the least, Kerala's
trade and commerce which had world renown many centuries
- before Christ have to be enlarged if Kerala should stand on
her own legs, economically and politically. ‘

[ earnestly trust that the ** Commercial Kerala " énd‘the
Malabar Industrial and Commercial Conferenice would give a
proper lead to the peogle of Kerala.

Madras,

(Sd.) K. Madhava Menon\-
May 25, 1947. :







Mother |nd|a‘ On The March

A. S. PANCHAPAKESA AYYAR, M. A,

[ A very independent judicial officer in the Province of ‘Madras, the author has won laurels asa brilliang i
In this article he surveys the glotious India of the pass with an ardour

writer and publicist,

.C.S. Baratlaw, F.R.S. L.

we seldom come across in an officer of the " Heayen.Born-Service’]

; INDIA has had a unique history of
incomparable glory in the dim past, of
. unparalleled misery, strife and squalor at
- present, and of incalculable potentialities
" in the future. Unlike the Hebrews, Chris-
~ tians and Arabs, who put the creation of
the world at 4004 B. C., and claimed des-
cent from Adam and Eve created by God
" in that year, the Hindus claim to be des—
cended from ten Prajapatis and seven
Mahayrshis created by the presemt Brahma
. (Chaturmukha Brahma) some 1955 million
% years ago, when the world was created
- according to them. It is remarkable that
modern geologists also put the age of the
world at about 2000 million years. The
Hindus have always been relying on
intuition (darsana) for knowledge: In
other words, they rely on search from
within, and not on research from without,
on one's own vision and experience, and
not on another’s experiment and observa-
tion, So, they call their Vedas Sruti or
. “the ‘word of God revealede to the seers
 through the ear,” and proclaim “Nadam

Brahmae, Sabdem Brahma’ (God resounds’

through the Universe).

The Vedas are the oldest and most

extensive sgriptures of mankind, but they
are not- the only foundations of Hinduism.

The Upanishads, the Smritis, the epics, and
the Puranas, all of which together w1ll}_

equal in. bulk the entire scriptures of all
other religions combined, supplement the

CPA TN $ A
e R e T R et A2

Vedas. 1t has been said by many. discern-
ing western philosophers that in range,

height and sublimity of thought, the

Upanishads and: the.Gite are unparalleled
in the world, and: ‘that the Ramayana
and- the Mahabharata are the greatest

epies of humanity. The Puranas tco are
remarkable. They are not mere mundane
histories of individuais and societies,
are cosmological and cosmogonic in their

but

scope. ' The ideals of the Hindus, Sita,
Savitri, Damayanti, Draupadi and Nala-
yani, among women, and Sri Rama, Sri

Krishna, Prahlada, Yudhisthira, Arjuna,

Dhruva, Nachiketas and Markanda, among

men, are the highest that the human
mind can conceive.

The Indians proclaimed, 6000 years

ago, in the Atharva Veda, “The whole
world is our motherland :
of Mother Earth” (Mata bhumi: putro aham

prithivyah:).

_In the Rig Veda, at about

«“We are sons
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self to the service of the world, your
motherland” (Upasarpa mataram bhoomim),
and “Make the whole world noble in
‘action” (Krinvanto Viswamaryam), and the
Vishnu Purana said “Loka samasta sukhino

havantu’’ (May all the world prosper!),
yus knocking the five-headed demon, of
yste, creed, colour, class, and country, on

e head, and preparing the way for the
tlantic Charter and the United Nations.

" The Atharva Veda proclaimed +“He is
~one and only God”, (Eka esha eka
wrideka eva) and “One and one only is
orthy of adoration and worship’’ (Eka eva
namasyo vikshveedya), 5000 years before the
Holy Prophet of Arabia proclaimed truly
“There is no God but God”. The Rig

eda proclaimed at the same time: «I
},‘wmyself to be that great Purusha

_'iihe' effulgence of the sun beyond the
darkness” (Vedahamevam puroosham mahan-

e divinity of man. “The face of Truth
‘hidden by a golden mask” (Hiranmayena
utrena satyasyapihitam mukhom) said the
TIsavasyopanishad, which further asserted
thateverything in this changing world is
‘encompassed by God, and exhorted man

to enjoy things sparingly and in a spirit
“of renunciation to those whose needs were

Lokasangraha which the Gita emphasised
by ascing every one to treat others like

imself (atmaupamyena sarvatra), and
fambar illustrated by saying that in

am Rajya (the Kingdom of God on
rth) there was no one who had not
‘enough, no one who -had more than
~ enough, no one who was not a master of
- himself, no one who was a master of

the same time, it was said, *“Dedicate your-

, adityavarnam tamasastupare) showing

greater, thus laying the foundations of

another (illgrum illai. udayarum illai),

state which no socialism or communism

can excel, Imperialism, capitalism, and
exploitation of all kinds, not only of

man by man, but also of the lower ani-
mals, and even of trees and rivers, by

man, stood condemned, the cutting of
green trees and the fouling of rivers also

being rendered punishable by righteous *
kings. ° :

The Svetasvatara up.nishad bas this
ecstatic prayer to God: “You are man,
you are woman, you are a youth, you are

# maiden, you are an old man tottering
on a stick; you face all directions, you

are red, white, black, yellow and brown,
with the eye, nobody sees you, you-can
only be seen with the heart, never with

the eye or brain; smaller than the smal-
lest bigger than the biggest, the one God

hidden in all beings, pervading all, the

inner self of all, the perceiver of all deeds, : |
the presider of all beings, the witness, the
knower, the Only True One, devoid of all
qualities.” “Through knowledge, man
attains immortality” (Vidy.ya amritum
asnute) proclaimed the Yajur Veda. Thus,
the three-fold demon of Ignorance, Age-

Complex and Sex-Complex was also
exorcised.

Nor was all this a mere ideal. Buddha
and Mahavira, Sankara, = Ramanuja
and Madhwa, Chaitanya, Ramdas,
Tulasidas and Vallabha, Appar, Sundarar,
Sambandar, Tiruvalluvar, Andal and
Vemana, Nanak, Kabir, Meerabai and
Sai Baba, and Aurobindo and Ramana-
maharshi, of our own days, have shown
that these were not mere empty ideals
but examples to be acted up %o and lived.

ol L S S
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India never had, thank God, great con-
querors and massacrers of men, like
Alexander, Hannibal, Caesar, Attila,
Chenghiz Khan, Tamerlane, Napoleon and
~Hitler. Nor had she huge money-bags
and suckers of the poor, like the Roths-
childs and the multi-millionaires of
America. Her greatest men were the
seekers of God, the saints and the pro-
phets, from Buddha to Ramana, stretch-
- ing, like the peaks of the Hima!ayas'
across the centuries, and spotless. like the
eternal snows.

But Ancient India was not barren in
the sciences and learning. Panini and

Patanjali in grammar, Aryabhatta and.

Varahamihira in astronomy, Bhasa, Kali-
dasa, Bhavabhuti ard Kambar in poetry
and drama, Charaka and Susruta in medi-
cine, Brahmagupta, Bhaskaracharya and
Lilavati in mathematics, Jaimini and
Gargiin logic, Sankara, Ramanuja, Kapila
and Madhwa in philosophy, Tiruvalluvar
and Bhartrihari in ethics, Chana.kya,.
Radhagupta and Sukracharya in polities
and economics, Mapu, Yagnavalkya,
- Vignaneswara, Maryadaraman and Rama
Sastri in jurisprudence and law, and the
men who constructed the temples of
Ellora, Konarak, Madura, Tanjore, Puri
~and Buddh Gaya, and the Moti Masjid and
‘Taj Mahal, and were responsible for the
immortal paintings at Ajanta and Sigi-
riya need only to be mentioned to dispel
any such idea.

Nor were great Kings wanting.
Chandragupta Maurya, Asoka, Kanishka,
Samudxagupfl;a., Harsha, Pu]akesm,
: Mahenr'lravarman, Narasimhavarman,

Raja Raja Chola, Kulottunga, Ravi
Varman Kulasekharan, Krishna Devar—
Raya, Akbar, Sivaji-few countries ca;
rival this formidable list. =

Nor is India behindhand in her con=
tribution to world civilisation and pro-
gress. She gave the world its earlies
systematic grammar and philosophy ;
mathematics, the numerals and zero with=
out which progress would have been im'-é
possible ; to agriculture, rice, sugar, gine
ger cocoanuis and plantains without
which any enumeration of edible crops
would be incomplete; to commercia
crops, cotton and jute; to games, chess
and polo; to the military art, elephants-
the tanks of olden days; to the fauna of e
the world, cows, monkeys, hens, hgefﬂf
and King Coblas, to the realm of flo=
wers, the lotus, jasmine and chompale; to
colours. indigo and lac; and to the realm
of precious stones, not only sapphires, but
also the most famous diamonds of the
world, the Kohinoor, the Orloff and the
Regent, let alone the Pearl of Asja. :

But Mother India finally wore her-—
self out in this tremendous task of
civilisation, and had a physical, mental
and moral break-down in the nineteenfrh;‘
century, when, lying prostrate under
foreign rule, she appeared, to unsym:-
pathetic eyes, to be incapable of any
renaissance, devoid of any future. Poor,
suffering, Mother India was in a pitiable
state then, her head furrowed with
thousand sorrows, her body half-starved :
and gashed with a hundred wounds,
mostly inflicted by her own oh:l&zen,

=
-
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thorns, her breasts. shrivelled by
ynetant mal-nutrition, her. brain stag-
nt as a result of inadequate oircu-
n of blood, her mind giddy with

w knesg, her fa.ce pale and anaemic,
or lips parched with thirst, her cheeks

kled and bloodless, her eyes full of
shame and terror, her clothes
iy rags scarcely covering  her
_a,;ty, her arms mere skin and bone,
religion deoaying, her literacy a.b
ishing point, clutehing to  her
osom, millions of unfouchables, baby
others and Dbeggars,, the products

r more powerful children’s injustice,
zin covered with itches, her stomach

h black despair. She appeared to
ave logt her ocapacity for originality,

y, even for survival, to be hopelessly
in culture and in spirit. She then
>CaIme ‘the objeet of pity and the target
r the jibes and taunts of some new-

1ch parvenus, from the West, the fathers
nd grandfathers of Miss Mayo. These

iserable. oreatures treated all Indians
8 beings of a lower order, and tried to
rce them to forget the languages of

heir fathers, the languages in which
hey had dreamwt dreams, the languages

they had told their wives and"

ldren of their love. They tried to
ake them forget their religions, and to

itate their own. They forced them
- speak their language, and yet jeered

them as they struggled with the alien
- and unfamiliar English tongue. Many
- of Mother India’s own children, mis-

r feet sore: with centuries of wa.lkmg'

‘unworthy jibes. and ftaunts

ca.lled statesmen, jurists and leaders, in

that twilight of Ind, echoed the jibes

and  taunts of these men of clay, and
welcomed the pibty of these plebeian

.parvenus whose, heachmen and camp-

followers they became, in those terrible

days of shame, darknress and huomili-
ation.

Here and there, however, some true
sons of the motherland answered these

with the
proud reply: “We were when you were

not: we shall be when you have ceased
to bel” One of these, Dwijendralal Roy,
wrote the famous lines “India, my

India” so beautifully translated by Sri
Aurobindo:-

“India, my India, where first human eyes awoke to
heavenly light,

All Asia’s holy place of pilgrimage, great Mothezr-
land of might!
World-mother, first giver to humankind of
philosophy and sacred lore,

Knowledge thou gav’st to man, God-love, works,
art, religion’s opened door,
India, my India, whu dare call thee a thmg for .
pity’s grace today ?

Motber of wisdom, worship, works, nurse of the
spirit’s inward ray |

To thy race, Oh India, God himself once sang

the Song of Songs divine,

Upon thy dust Gouranga danced and drank
God-Love’s mysterious wine,

Hero the Sanyasin of Kings lit up Compassion’s :
deathless sun,
The youthful Yogin, Sankar, taught thy
gospel ‘Iand He are ene’-
India. My lndia, who dare call thee a thing for :
pity’s graoce today?
Mother of wisdom, worship, works, nurse of
the spirit's inward ray!
Art thou not she, that India where the Aryan
Rishis chanted high

The Veda’s deep and dateless hymns, and are we
not their progeny ?
Armed with that tradition, we shall walk the :
earth with heads unbowed s
Oh Mother, those who hear that gloricus past may
well be brave and proud.

-
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];Hha, amy India, who dare.call thee a thmg for
pity's grace today ?

‘Mother of wisdom, worship, works. nurse of the
spirst's inward ray!

Oh even with all that grandeur dwarfed or
turned to bitter loss and maim,

. How ehall we mourn who are thy children and

can vaunt thy mighty name ?

Before us still there floats the ideal of those
splendid days of gold :

A new world in our vision wakes, Love’s India
we shall rise to mould,

India, my India, who dare call thee a thing for
pity's grace today?

Mother of wmdom worship, works, nurse of the
: spirit'sinward ray !”

N. B:—Slowly, the wheel of Brahma
turned, and India, which had for a
. while gone to the bottom, began to
~ emerge once more from the depths, even
- as her patron deity, the Sun, does after

the night- Thanks to the hfe-long

efforts of her beloved and chosen Iea.der, E
Mahatma Gandhi, who utters to her
the ancient Mantra “Awake, arise, sleep 3
no more, be aware of your great
origin and destiny, and aim at the
target of God and Lokasangraha,” anc':l"_j
with her unity and independence assured,
and her many problems faced fairly and
squarely and sure to be solved in &
short time, Mother India is now on the
march from the darkness of Midnight
to the sunrise of the Morning, from‘her’ 2
ostrich-like isolation to the Worid&
Hall of Real Verities.
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 THE MALABAR DISTRICT CO-OPERATIVE BANK Lro.,

Chalapuram, CALICUT | =

(Registered in 1917.) _

Pay Offices at KOLLENGODE, PATTAMBI & MANANTODY.

Authorised Capital Rs. 10,00,000/-=
Paid-up Capital : 5,00,000/=
Reserve Fund 1,25,000/=

~ All Kinds of Banking Business Transacted.

' (SD.) K. RAMANKUT.TI NAIR,

A Secretar_y-: e




~in the materials.

- ‘labour.
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J. C. KU MARAF‘F’A

[ The General Secretary of the All India Village Industries’ Association, the author, in S _‘ii—;
~ this thought-provoking article, explains the Gandhian way of bringing new :
life into the forgotten Indian Village ]

THE deve]opmg of Village India
: should be concerned primarily with the
“ betterment of the villager. We have to
be interested in the persons rather than
Villages ought not to
be looked upon as sources of raw materi-
als for the mills and as a convenient
market for articles produced by the mills
and as a prolific breeding farm for mill
: This has unfortunately been
‘the attitude generated by the spread of
’cehtralised industries * under  privat®

: enterprlse for over a century

CENTRALISED INDUSTRIES

Tk With the use of_machmery in . which
Jarge amounts of capital were invested
the machine owners found it necessary to
Jlocate these plants in places where they
could be safe and be conveniently con-
trolled instead of being located where the
raw materials are easily available and
where the markets are within reach, For
instance, one would think that the logical
location for a cotton mill would be where
cotton is grown and where cotton goods
are used by the people. India grows
. cotton and is practically dependent on
- cotton cloth*for clothing its people, Yet

~ the mills were located at Manchester.
L]

‘and then the finished goods were carried

This was because the people who stmk;"f"j',
their capital in these wanted to have
them where they would be safe and where

they could conveniently manage them

themselves. This consideration had Téd%
to the anomalous situation in wh]chﬁ
cotton grown 6000 miles away was spﬂn
and woven in mills beyond the oceans

\‘mb :::‘mir.ma
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back another 6000 miles to Where the S
cotton was gr own, to be sold. e

Under this system it is. but natural
that there can be no personal relatibns}ripé
between the raw material producers an(L
the millowners. The raw materlal pro-
ducers only exist as functlons of theﬂ
machine and not as human entities “with®
personalities of their own. Immediately
this personal touch was dlspensed with
their mutual relationship: detenoratetfé
giving place purely to money" conmdew
ation. Profit and profit alone di |
their activities. This led to a progressive
deterioration in human relationships an&a_-j
had given rise to the need for political
control over the lives of raw materia’;%f
producers by resorting to violence. Thi"i’f
form of political, social, and economm
organisation would be deplored by ever‘"
right-thinking individual under cool anaﬁ

3
.
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~ calm consideration but yet this is the
- most prevalent organisation .today caus-
~ ing periodical werld wars and much

: distress.
- . THE REMEDY

We have to release humanity from
‘this scourge.  The grip of money has to
: ’be}oosened and the people set free to

~ live their own lives. If this is accom-
?' plished people will be free to develop their
‘personalities and interests as they wish
‘to and the world will be richer for it.
The source of the evil indicates the
remedy. We have to do away with a
system where industries depend upon raw
‘materials drawn from distant places and
- have to cultivate markets at the ends of
~ the earth. Every industry must be
:'"located at the source of the raw material
‘and must produce goods that will be sold
‘L»iocally.

Further, even under such conditions
'methods ~of production where large
.amount of capital is a fundamental need
wiil reduce the bulk of the people into
wage slaves as the majority of the popu-
lation do net possess such accumulated
wealth. Therefore, we must also fall
back on methods of production where it
is possible to manufacture articles with
simple tools or machinery,

DECENTRALISED INDUSTRIES

Thus we come to the conclusion that
industries that can engender individual
freedom and give full scope for the
‘development of individuality must be
; lIocated at places where raw materials are
available and where there is a ready

market. In such industries goods should
be capable of being processed by the use #
of simple tools within the easy reach of
the people, This brings us to methods of
decentiralised production obtaining in our
villages. '

THEIR NEED

Often we are told that such industries
are inefficient. Yes. If we allow such
colossal ignorance to prevail in large.
scale industries they will be still less
efficient. Efficiency does not depend
upen the amount of machines we use. 1t %
is directly related to the extent of scienti- |
fic thought and research brought to bear
on the subject, Because of the resources
available to financiers it has been possible
for them to make the best use of the
talents turned out by our Universifi‘es but
our village industries have been languish-
ing for lack of these. A large textile
mill can employ dozens of scientists in
well-equipped laboratories to work on
their problems; but what can a poor
village weaver do? This duty of research
should fall on the State. But in India
the State has been practically completely
oblivious of the existence of village
industries. Even the agricultural resear-
ches have been mainly centred round the
possibility of producing raw materials for
the mills-sugarcane, cotton, tobacco efe,
These have, in many instances, been
antagonistic to the rise of village indus-
tries. Until we infuse into our village
industries modern scientific knowledge
our village industries cannot be expected
to-stand on their feet. ¢

AAslL S



= VILLAGE INDUSTRIES

Forr instance, village tanning follows-

~ fo this day most crude methods of collect-
" ing the hides, imperfect processes of
. tanning are carried out with the result
“that the tanner hardly gets a fraction of
the return that he can get if he were
~ trained scientifically to flay the animal,
‘make meat-meal and bone-meal manure
out of the carcase, and obtain guts, glue
and other bye- products and utilise horns
ete. for industrial uses. Crores of rupees

- of wealth is being thrown away every °

year through ignorance of modern

methods.
THEIR FUNCTION

As we have already mentioned in
passing these industries should supply the
local needs. This by itself does not
~discharge their full liability. HEconomic
“activity of man is many sided. Of course
it supplies his physical needs. Bui in
doing so it also functions in various ways.
This should be the core of mans life by
which all his faculties are fed and enriched.
Work is food to his higher faculties.
Just as food sustains, develops, and

_provides the needed energy for the body:’

S0 also work, prqpeley organised, supplies
" the needs for the maintenance and
growth of the personality of man. Work
produces effect not only on material
things but also on the man who is work-
ing. It may be said that perhaps the
more important result is the effect on
man. Without work man deteriorates,

In nature’s cycle also these industries
play a pal;t. By being located in the
place from where the raw materials are

obtained industries help to complete th
cycle which will be broken if distam:
intervenes. Groundnut grown in
certain place is crushed into oil in %
place and the cake is used as man
then the cycle is completed. But if
nuts are exported to Germany, the
is impoverished. Large-scale indust
break into the natural cycle and destro
the natural order of things. 3 |

Supposing we take the primary ni
of providing light for an heur or so aff
sunset, the effort to meet this need mu
not only provide light but should also
woven closely into the pattern of life
the village. If this need is met by us
kerosene oil there is no natural cycle;
Kerosene oil is a bye-product of petroien
which is extracted from the bowels of t
earth. Practically all this stuff eco
from other countries. Therefore, village
have to part with the wealth they produ
to obtain this. Apart from obtaining
oilitself, to burn it lamps are also impo
from Austria, Germany, U. S. A,
This again means parting :with wvill
production. Instead of using kerose:
oil if we could devise a lamp that wi
burn, say, groundnut oil or other _vegetaf
oil, this will fit into the every day
pattern of a village. The farmer
grow the groundnut, the Teli will ext
the oil, the tinker will make the lam
and so on. The provision of light alo
will cause to circulate within our villag:
over Rs. 10 crores of wealth which a
now bieng drained outside the country.

Apart from the material wealth,
effort to devise the lamp and improve



OTAL KERATA

g’ive fill play to the i‘gﬁ'ﬁ‘rée?iﬁhess
those who have a flaré for ‘ifivention
only in this line but also in other
res. Kerosene oil being a thin and
oil rises by capillary attraction up
 wick against gravitation. But
able oils being thicker will not so
hence, the flame has to be gravity-
d by having overhead reservoir for the
. This raises many problems to exercise
ingenuity of the lamp designer. At
t all such men are being wasted or
being turned into manual labour.
-. : THEIR SCOPE
In the above illustration, we had
with only one, and that, a minor
of our needs. If we meet all our
s in this way our villages ought to
humming with activity and provide
e;ﬁeld for the most talented and
gent to exercise his gifts. Even
:iary needs such as food olothing

oduced 1n our village but the demon
""o‘_ranoe and false ideas makes us
te a great deal of it by following
'ong processes such as polishing rice,
preparing maida, or storing in a
isteful manner, We do not make the
j use of waste water or manutre or

mghbsml thus making ioroads mto
the natural order. Even the cooking is
wasteful- we bake, boil and fry, killing
all nutrition out of the food products.
Our combinations in the menu are
badly balanced. In the end we suffer
from disease, want and malnufrition.
If all this is properly organised in an
enlightened way, villages can provide all
they need, waste little, and enjoy pros-
perity and health. It is within our
reach to supply all our needs. We can,
by organisation and by satisfactory
dissemination of knowledge and by
provision of facilities for research, use
village industries for the development of
a national-oulture and for giving tone

to our civilization.

THE RESULT

If this can be achieved it would be
possible for villages to be working
within the field of selfsufficiency, with
little use for the exfension of money
economy, with fuller personal freedom,
without interference from outside. Thus

will the development of village indus-
tries contribute towardstuller nafion-
hood, happier humanity and a pea.cefuvl
world.



FREEDOM FROM WANT
BY

Dr. B: V. Narayanaswamy M, A., B. Com., Ph. D., (Bar-at-Law.)

{ Principal of the Pachaiyyappa’s College, Madras, the author is not only a distinguished
educationist but is also an eminent publicist and economist:
an able exposition of the economic needs of the masses in the country. |

Tar Whole world has been thrown
ouf of gear by the recent war. It has
greatly upset social order and, human life
has been made miserable by want, des-
truction and death. Sogreat has been the
- suffering that all sane people have sat up
to think of & new world order in which
we shall be free from the dangers of war
and its manifold miseries and the human
race will be ensured a safe and progress-
ive future. But the vision which the
war-weary people projeet of the future
- might tend to Utopian idealism. Politi-
cians in parficular make lavish promises
to so reconstruct society that there will
be no unhappiness or disorder therein,

The aim should be steadily kept in
view fio bring about a maximum utilisa-
tion of the material and human resources
of the vast sub continent of India in the
inferests of all its inhabitants. Such
a plan will lead to the providing for all
Indians the minimum of necessaries like
food, clothing, housing, medical help and
education. In any scheme of social wel-
fare, provision for cheap, abundant and
oourishing food should take the place of
honour. Taking as basis a family of three
adults and two children, the minimum

Rs.120. According to thiseomputatior

The Article is

annual food requirement for this unil
would be Rs. 240, if we are to take D
Aykroyd’s standard, while other essen
als like fuel would demand an addifions

every individual with a family, require
Rs. 30 per mensem, excluding contri
butions for social insurance, This woull
involve a provision for a tobal inc'om‘e', 3
at least Rs. 8,000 orores a year. Af the "
same time, it must be borne in mi-_
that this is only the minimum, the ave-
rage is bound to be higher and, therefor ‘
in order to ensure the minimum o al
the nationalincome will have fo be man
times this figure. Similarly the present
per capita consumption of ‘cloth has u;
be increased threefold, and this wou "
mean an addition of hundreds of erores ¢
capital to the cotton textile industey
which has at present.a total block cap:
tal investment of Rs. 400 -crores in the
mechanized production and Rs. 20 crores s
in the handloom industry. The scope
for large investments is equally evident .
when we turn to the problem of housing ‘
for the people. About a century of edu"“
cational effort in this country has glv n

us only 9. 5% literacy, while the lite
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1 for other civilised countries is 75%.
n unprecedented expansion in educa-

al effort isa sine qua non for any
al progress and this again involves huge
nounts of capital and recurring expen-
re. Tremendous efforts are needed,
r sremendous issues are involved.

Tt is a blot on civilisation that 1/5
the human race should live in perpe-
, starvation, miserably perishing for
ok of food, clothes and shelter, steeped
gnorance, harassed by disease and
cening the sunshine of the world’s
th and prosperity by serving as a
nnial reservoir of diseases, plagues
epidemics.- What else may one
¢t when the most optimistic estimate
er capital income in India is the
ry sum of Rs. 1087 And when war
scarcity stalk the land, they die in
r thousands like flies by the-roadside,
srave and bitber testimony to man’s
anity to man. Isit too much o
at every nerve should be strained,
power mobilised to prevent the
tion of such oa.t%trophes and make
fe for healthy living and high
vour ? No effort should be consid-
00 arduous, no expense too heavy
sarrying into execution a comprehen-
plan which will include both agri-
Iture and industry. Whenever in the
st a plea was made for nation building
bivibies, an old horse, named lack of
tal, was trotted out by obscurantists.
'“r‘buna.tely, this horse is now lame; and
re now so circumstanced in India
there are various sources which can
apped for bringing about the capital
lopment, Hitherto, estimates of
pital requirements in India have been
r parbial but this deficiency can be
ly made up- Where there is a will
ng about a new order in India the
,y can surely be devised. If there is
be an ey . transition from & war

“economy to a peace economy, if India’s

millions are not to be for ever starving,

ignorant and suffering a co-ordinated

plan for industrial and agricultural
development is a prime need. The impor-
tance of such planning was realised years
ago by the U. 8. S. R, and we in India
can profit by the experience of the
Soviets in carrying out their First Five
Year Plan and avoid the popular suffer-
ing and the rigours involved in their
momentous scheme of ecapital develop-
ment The vasf sums involved and the
scope and extent of the changes effected
can provide us an example and an
inspiration.

At this juncture in our uational
econcmy it would be worthwhile for us

to consider how ocountries like Russia

aud Germany were able to \finance the
development c¢f their giant industries.

Modern economic events in the west

have shown up the jugglery of monetary
equilibrium, and few students can fail
to realise that economic power depends
ultimately on manpower and raw materi-
als. And in theése two respects—man-
power and raw materials-India stands
as a great power by the sideof U, S. 8. R,
China and the United States. Never-
theless, the present plight of the average
man and woman in India is tragic.
Side by side with this spectacle of terri-
ble human suffering we see our counfry-
side neglected and undeveloped, and its
rich resources left undisturbed, locked
fast in primitive neglect. Says Dr.
Keynes in his FHssays in Persuasion
“The KEconomic Problem, as one may
call it for short, the problem of want
and poverty and Hoonomic struggle
between classes and nations, is nothing
but & frightful muddle, a transitory and
an unnecessary muddle. For the West-
ern world already has the resources and
the technique, if we would Weaté the

~
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organlsahlon 60 - use them, capable of
- reducing the Keonomic Problem, which
- now absorbs our moral and material
energies, to a position of secondary
importiance.” Success often comes in
spite of muddles, but no thinking man
can subsoribe to a policy of muddling
through. I for one cannot disguise the
fact that “an ounce of pla.nnmcr is better
bb&n a ton of muddles.”

Any planned scheme of economic
development for Tndia must not be a
glavish imitation of western industry
-with its urban civilisation and perpetual
clash of classes. Industry at the present
_day has reached a stage when it is
- dependent for its very existence and
survival on the sympathy, encourage-
ment and active support of the State.
When a State like India wants to pro-
mofe new industrial ventures, it can itself
-mndertake the organisation, and see that
"1t is worked in the interests of all the
people. Even if new enterprises are
enfrusted to individual or corporate
“management, the State should insist that
the benefits thereof flow equally to the
whole community and are not utilised to
promote the profits and interests of a few.

. In other words, the planned economy of
posbt-war India must be so conceived and
‘designed that surely and inevitably it
will lead ultimately to a socialistic new
order in India.

- The ehanges that are called for in the
~field of agriculture also pointin the same
direction. If agriculture in India is to
- be a profitable industry the middleman
who is nothing less than a parasite on
the industry must be eliminated. The
trend of opinion in all parts of the coun-
fry is in the direction of buying out
middle-men’s interests in land by pay-
‘ing them adequate compensation. Ano-
ther measure f8r the improvement of our

agriculture “is

collective and ° co-operative farming.

These measures are admittedly ra,dmal"_'; |
and revolutlonary, ‘but they are necess-
ary in order to raise the national i income

and provide a nabtional minimum.

- At this point, let us turn our atten-

tion to a grave and sericus responsi-

bility of the State, viz., social insurance.

Now that the Beverldge Scheme is en-

gaging so much of public attention it
would be wort? while to examine its
applicability -to India. It professedly

aims “to abolish want by ensuring that

every citizen willing to serve aocordmg

to his powers has at all times an med’me-’ﬂ;

sufficient to meet his responsibilities.”

The scheme is caloulated o eliminate
sufferings due to unemployment

the
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which normally arise in the competitive

economy of a highly

nation.

industrialised
Sir William’s proposals conso-

lidate a large number of already existing
schemes for relief in connection with =

old age, sickness, or interval of unem-
ployment and another
evoked ocriticism even in England as

offering & premium to idleness. and as
Apart

putting a damper on initiabive.
from that it is clear that a scheme like

The scheme has

Sir William Beveridge’s is primarily

meant for a highly industrialised coun-

try where there is a long tradition of

unemployment relief. India is primar=

ily an agricultural country with onlya
small percentage of its population engaged
the difficulties -

in industry. In India

in the way of practically implementing

a plan of the kind are many. We do
not have

perraanent employers and employees.

Sir William Beveridge himself speaking :j

on the “Four Freedoms in relation to
India” observed: “The main problem of
freedom from want in India is, to my
mind, councerned with raising the effi=

in India a large class of
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eienoy of agriculture” As [ar as industry
goes, Sir William is concerned only
with the proper distribution .of it with
- reference .to places where people can
- live happily. He would introduce the
rinciple of insurance as part of the
; gevelopment of Indian industry. He
~ would begin social insurance in India
by applying it first to sickness, to
providing income for sickness and
treatment of sickness, The Government
“of India have already in preparation a
scheme for sickness insurance in India,
and it is good that Sir William Beveridge
- has focussed attention on
- mnecescary measure. At the same time
. it is olear that India is yet very far away
.~ from any prospect of providing for all
- the aetivities of its citizens from birth
~ to death. Indian economy cannot, in
" the near future, undertake such a
- gomprehensive scheme for both agricul-
ture and . industry. At present the
JIndian State must provide health
- insurance, old age pensionsand compen-
* safion for industrial accidents. As
E ‘already pointed oubt the best security
- that the cifizens of India can get today
- depends on inerease of employment on
acceleration and enlargement of produ-
otion and on raising up the level of
national income, all which are calculated
‘to pave the way for a happier and more
prosperous India.

~ But, instead - of getting lost in
visions of the future, let us appreciate
the urgency ot the problems that confront
us and their supreme importance for
~ the future of our country and ultimately
~ of the whole of humanity. In the
~ middle of the 20th century we, in India,
- pre living in a mediaeval economy,
"‘Wlth the rich man in his castle and
poor man abt his gate. The sfa-
‘ggering disparity between our present
poverty and our’ potentm] prosperitiy
should continue no longer. If our
t

this very

present economic backwardness is not to |
leave behind an inheritance of suffering ‘
and misery to genera.blons yet unborn, :
if modern civilisation is not to proceed ﬂ
from one catastrophic ftotal war fo |
another still worse, India should be i
strong i herself and capable of standing
as an economically prosperous nabion
eager to cooperate in the extension to
victory and vanquished alike the benefits -
of the filth clause of the Atlantic Charter:
“To bring about the fullest collaboration
betweenall nationsin the econowmic field,
with the objeect - of securing for all
improved labour standards, economic
advancement and social security."”

The planned industrialisation of
India is advocated, therefore, not out of
a spirit of competition bubt of a clear &
awareness of the supreme importance of
a global inter-dependance wherein every
progressive nation must be able to pull
its weight., Our desires, thoughts and |
struggles for wider industrialisation
have met with apathy and inattentiom
in the past. Difficulties of various kinds
have again and again oropped. And yet
if the opportunities of today are not to
be missed leaving a tragiec trail of suffer-
ing for the morrow, prompt and energebic
action is called for from the State.
No modern industry ecan thrive in any
country, however advanced it may be,’
without a full measure of support from
the government of the country. Here in :
India, far-sighted and sympathetic
statesmanship has got unparalleled scope. |
for inaugurating an era of plenty and
prosperity for all sections of the vhst
population of India. 3

Given a unified plan-for the whole
of India, the carrying outsof'thez_ipl&n.may
be entrusted fo the -provinces. There
should be centralised management and o
decentralised fulfilment: What-is wanted
today is drive, initiative 4nd leadership.

|
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Dr. P. J. Thomas, M. A., D. Phil. (Oxon)

{ An eminent authority on Economic questions. the author is now Economic Adviser to the Government

of India.

Himeelf a proud son of Kerala, he, in this article, looks back with

pride to the hoary past of Kerala Commerce. |

: ‘Itw‘is' well-known that the MalabarCoast

- played'the most active psrtin Eastern

~ Commerce from ancient times.
_other part of India was better known
to forelgners in those days.
1900 years ago, about 47 A. D, an

wiah,

No
Exactiy

epoch wag marked in this trade, by the

‘discovery’ of the ‘Monsoons by Hippalus
- and’ the consequent expansion of mari--
. time acbivity in the Indian Ocean, The
* 19th centenary-of this great event which

~changed the course of history deserves

to be celebrated’ in India and all East,
I shall here only attempt to give a brief

~ account of the Kerala Trade in those
“haloyon' dﬁ.ys, when ‘mighty Rome made

Kerala its centre of maritime activity
in the East.

Malabar was  the premier entrepof

* of Roman tréide in the Easb, and no

part of india was better known to the
Romans than the Malabar Coast. This

- was due partly to the existence of rare
- commodities in Malabar, and partly to

the direction® of the monsoon winds

which, in those days, decided the course

of navigation. The penper, teak and-
ivory, and possibly also the beryl, ginger'
and cardamom of Malabar, have alw&ys

been known to the commerom] nations -

of the world. and there is evidence going
back to 3000 B. C. to show that some
of these rare products of Malabar had
found their way to Babylon and Egypb;g' =
China and Tartary. The Phoenicians
were, perhaps, the first to control lihe
spice trade of Malabar; next came the :
Romans, and under them the trade re-
ceived great encouragement and ex-
panded cousiderably.

In early days, the trade with west-
ern nations was carried on by the over-
land route or along the coa,sbs of Ara-
bian Sea and Persian Gulf and thence'
by the Euphrates va.]ley to the Medi-
terranean. This took & long t.lme and
the dangers of travel were _reat. But
about the middle of the first century
(circa 47 A.D.), a daring navigator called
Hippalus discovered that by taking ad-
vantage of the monsoon winds, ships
could sail straight across the ocean and
reach India from the Red Sea portsim
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forty days. This seems to have been
known for long to the South Indian and
Arab sailors; but they must have jea-
- lously guarded it as a secret. To the
Romans, therefore, the discovery of Hip-
palus, marked a new era, and the wind
jtself came to be called ° Hippalus’,
The importance of this discovery
and the fillip it gave to Roman trade
is seb forth in contemporary Roman
. writings. It gave to Rome the control
~ of the Indian trade and made her the
~ leading commeroial nation of the world.
- The direction of the wind led the ships
- sbraight to the Malabar Coast, and
' Eﬁziris (now Cranganore) was the first
‘port touched in India. Ships would
gail in July from Cape Guardafui and
y throwing the ship’s head off the wind
- with a constant pull on the rudder and
& shift off the wind with a constant pull
- on the rudder and a shift of the yard,
Muziris was reached in fortydays. Pliny
calls Muziris ‘the nearest mart in India’.
- Those who wanted to go to other parts
. of India would then continue their
journey by coastal vessels or by land
route. The ships would then take cargo
and would sail back to the Red Sea
- mouth in December when the north
~eoast monsoon set in,

02 bt A
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It was thus that Malabar became
- the chief scene of Roman trade activity
‘in the East. Pliny’s ‘Natural History’
~ and the Periplus Maris Aerithrae, by
an unknown author, confain a fairly
detailed account of Malabar ports, and

in Ptolemy (who wrofe his ‘Geography’
in 150 A. D.) the account is much fuller.
Not only ports but inland towns are
mentioned and their distance from one
another is roughly indicated.

Pepper was the staple commodity
of the Roman trade, and formed the
great bulk of the cargo of Roman ships.
Further, all the pepper available for
trade at the time came from Malabar-
Pepper was from ancient btimes an
important culinary spice in Europe-i
and was used to season food and preserve
meat. It was also an unavoidable. g
ingredient of medicines, and was pres- *
cribed by Hippocrates ('Who ‘calls it bhe‘ i
‘Indian remedy”) and by_ Galen, Pliny, %
Celsus and other writers Who'dea,l with.
medicine. In Rome, the use of pepper :
seems to have become very popular from» :
the time of Augustus’ and a,ecordmg |
to Pliny (XII,14) its pnce was as high
as fifteen denari (about Rs. 7) per pound.
Even higher price have been quoted.
The price in India was nol mwore than
half that sum and the profits realised
were therefore as high as 100 per cent.
according to Pliny. After the discovery
of the monsoons and the consequent .
facilitation of transport the price of
pepper seems to have fallen but this
made its demand elastic and such vast
quantities had to be imported that
about the year 192 A. D. special ware-
houses called horrea piperataria were erect-
ed near the Bacra-Via. Ii was ground:
in pepper mllls (molae plperatanae), or

-
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mortars & sold in paper packets in Cam-
pus Martius and other market places. The
pots ‘or dishes (often of silver) in which
pepper was brought to the table was
called ‘piperatoria’. Pliny attacked the
atrocious tastes of those who needed
pepper to whet their appetites. “It is
quite surprising that the use of pepper
has come 8o much into fashion, seeing

that it is sometimes their substance and

gsometimes their appearance that has
attracted cur notice; whereas, pepper
has nothing in it that can plead asa
recommendation to either fruit or berry,

' its only desirable quality being a certain

pungenoy ; and yet it is for this that
we import it all the way from India!
Who was the first to make trial of it
asan arficle of food ? And who, I wonder,
was the man that was not content to
by hunger only
for the satisfying of a greedy appetite”.

(XIIL I4). In spite of strictures the

import trade in pepper grew immensely
and vast profits were made by merch-
ants. In 408, when Alaric, the Goth,
laid siege to Rome, the terms he oifered
for raising the siege included the im-
mediate payment of 3000 pounds of pepper
along with other similar valuables.

Although the pepper trade brought
vast profits to individual Romans, its

_effect on public finance was ruinous.

‘While exporting valuable commodities
India imported very little from Rome,
and therefore the trade with India led

to a drain of gold and specie. Malabar,

1%

in particular, had plenty of valuable.
commodities t0 export, but needed little,

in - return.

In result, gold and silver -

coin had to'be shipped off to Malabar

to pay for imports to Rome.

In this q

way, & vast quantity of Roman coing

came into India and this country came

to be regarded as the
metalg’. Of the several bhousa,nd coins

that have been discovered in India, the :
greater part was found on the Ma.la.bar_

3

‘sink of precious"

%!

8

Coast and the adjoining districts of =

Coimbatore and Madura.

They are

mostly of the reigns of Augustus, Tiber-

ius, Gaius and Claudius.

The Tamil

poems of the time also bear testimony
to the importation ¢f gold to Malabar

ports.
the first or second century A. D.,

In Akananuru, a work wristen in
it is

stated that ‘the Yavanas came in large
vessels carrying gold and returned withr;;

pepper’.
-~
@Ammd Alma Jieem aloemobaale
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The principal centres of Roman

trade in Kerala were Muziris,

Tyndis,

Barake (or Bakare) and Neleynda.* Be-
sides these, several inland towns and
minor places are also mentioned by the
Geographer Ptolemy (c. 150 A.D.) whose

knowledge of Malabar was rather det.alled
for a foreign writer of the time,

* Tyndis ig perhaps Tundi (Kadalundi), Barake is Porkad near Alleppey, Neleynda is perhaps Hom |

ora plaeo near by.
[ 2
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Muziris, oalled Muchiri  in. Tamil

ys It was formerly identified with
- Mangalore, but the mistake became soon
r and Burnell identified it with
odern Cranganore: It is located af
mouth of the river Periyar (Alwaye
er) and is therefore easily accessible
nland traders. Muchiri is mentioned
great port in early Tamil literature;
ust have been the trading centre of
hoenicians and Arabs in the past. But
was during the Roman connection

The discovery of the monsoons
Hippalus made it the gate of Indis,
first and foremost port of call for trad-
vessals from Alexandria and Arabia,
DM China and BSiam. According to
ccounts it was an extremely busy
e, witih a harbour crowded with
an ships and Chinese junks and
of all kinds, with large warehouses
d hazars adjoining if, and with stately
palaces and places of worship in the
nterior. There the native traders came by
er with their cargoinwvanchis(country
afs) and emptied it into the large and
acious Yavana ships and Chinese
inks, The merchandise taken at
iris consisted of pepper in large
antities, malabathrum, beryl, pearls,
ry, silk cloth, spikenard, diamonds,
phires and  tortoise-shell. What
labathrum exactly was there is still
some doubt. Earlier writers like Heeren,

¥
g

%,

and Muyirikodu in Malayalam, was the
oapital of the Chera kingdom in ancient.

hat Muchiri reached the zenith of its

‘the imports

o

Vincent and MoCrindle, translated the
word into betel, but more recent writers
like Schoff and Warmington think that
it was the leaf of the cinnamon free.
(Tamala-patra, Sans.)  Ginger in those
days was exported chiefly from Ceylon
and does not figure definibely among the
exports from Malabar. Pearls must
have come from around Cape Comorin ;
ivory has always been a distinet Malabar
produce, and tortoise-shell was also
common. The other commodities must
have ocome from the interior of the

Peninsula. Beryl perhaps existed in

Malabar, but it chiefly came from Salem

and Coimbatore.

The merchandise imported consisted
of Roman coin in large quantities, topaz,
thin clothing, figured-linen, antimony,
coral, crude glass, copper, tin, lead, wine
realgar and orpiment. Wheat was also
imported but only in small quantities
for the use of sailors. The bazaars of
Cranganore must have been like those
of Colombo and Cairoin modern fimes
abounding in all kinds of luxury goods,
strange beverages and curious trinkets.
Contemporary Tamil poems speak of
“the cool and fragrant wine brought by
the Yavanas in their good ships,”’and refer
to the drinking bouts of kings. Among
at Barygaza (Broach),
mention is made by Periplus of singing
boys and pretty maidens for the harem,
and althongh no such wares are
mentionedin the same workamong the

2
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jmports to Malabar, there are indi-
 cations that Malabar too had a share of
_such trade.  Nor were the Romans mere
travelling pedlars, but powerful mer-
chants with the military power at the
back: and so important had Malabar
trade become t0 Rome and so prominent
a resort of Romans had Muziris become
- that, according to Peutinger Table, a
Roman temple dedicated to Augastus
exigbed in that city and two Roman
-ccﬁ)rts were stationed there to guard
the warehouse. This is not supported
- by other evidence, but we have a state-
ment in a contemporary Tamil poem
~ that there were Yavana soldiers and
mercenaries in the service of the Chera
king and that they struck terror into
the hearts of the beholder by their stern
looks:

“Mugziris was then and even sub-
- sequently a centre of non-vedic religons,
The Tamil literature speaks of the
Buddhist viharas and Jain chaithyas
there; there stood also the celeberated
~shrine of Kannaki whose sfory is related
in Chilappadikaram and Manimekhalai,
Jows and Arabs and Persians had
settled down at Muziris for trade
_purposes and each sach colony occupied
a separate quarter of the town. In 50
A, D. the Apostle Thomas is believed to
have landed at Maliankara, adjoining
Mugziris, and Syrian Christians still
_regard it as a sacred spot. He is also
 believed to have converted a Chera king,
possibly Palli-Banaver, of whom there

is some account in Keralolpathi. In 345,
the Syrian merchant chieftain, Thomas
Knayi (Thomas of Cana) is believed to
have landed there with 500 colonists and
possibly, these were the Persian colonists
of Male (Malabar) spoken of by Coma.ﬁ“
in the sixth century A. D. The Christian
headquarters was Makodai, close to the |
Cheraman palace, & nearly every Syrian
Christian family north of Titruvalla traces
its lineage from Makodaipattinam. Afteﬁfﬁ
the Romans withdrew. these Syrian
colonists shared with Jews the foreign
trade of Muziris and they were responsib ‘
for the customs dues of the king. = Tra
dition says that sometime after the
9th century, the Arabs sef fire to Makodai
and that the Christians lefs it and made
Angamali (near Kaladi), the headquarters
of the community. The great flood o -= _
1341 seems to have changed the course of
trade as well as of rivers. Tt opened &
passage from the Cochin backwater ta
the sea and made the land-locked fiow
of Cochin one of the finest harboursin®
India. It was also in that yeat that the
Vaippin island was formed and the era%
of Puduvaippu starts from 13412
Cranganore, already decaying, was soonm -
superseded by Cochin and Calloltt;z,
which subsequently became “he premi
trade centres of Malabar.

o
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~in Kerala even about eighteen

- cal axe ashis favourite weapon.

KERALA—THE GIHFT OF THE GODS

Dr B. Viswanath C. I B

Do, T 1L

[Director of Agriculture, Madras, the author is an authority on the Agricultural problems of India, He gwe

a rather rosy picture of Kerala which, he says, is the gift of the Gods.
is now the abode of misery, Starvation and malnutrition,]

.

KERALA is an ancient country which
18 indeed the gift of the Gods o a deser—

~ ving people. Very few parts of the globe

are so blessed as Kerala where the

- wealth is made more by Gods and Nature

than by man. What is called Kerala is
the stretch of land between the Western

~ ghats and the Arabian sea comprising the

territory occupied by Travancore, Cochin
and Malabar, whose populations inhe-

. rit a common culiure, a common language,
common  traditions and common customs
“and habits. Scholars and historians have

mentioned the existence of a University
hundred
years ago. This is testified to by the hoary
antiquity and the rich cultural heritage of
Kerala. The evolutionary history of Kerala

‘ica history of human experience with

its changed aspirationsin theunfolding of
a civilisation that lived long and gripped
life fully and viewed it as a whole.

The mythological origin of Kerala is
traced to Parasurama who is believed to

- have reclaimed the land from the sea.

Parasurama is depicted with the symboli-
The
country must have been a wooded one from

the western ghats to the edge of the eea

But this “GIFT OF GODS”

with innumerable swamps in the valleys
between low hills. Parasurama probably
started the conquestof swamps and forests =
and his successors continued the process
through centuries before Kerala, as w
know it today, was created and peopled

The geographical position of the k
Kerala Desa separated by the western
ghats from the rest of India and the com- i
bination of the geographical and meteoro—
logical factors have made the Kerala
country unique in many respects. The
isolation and the natural wealth and the
indigenous genius have been greatly
responsible for the development and inai
ntenance of a social organisation, culture
customs and manners, distinet from those
of any other part of India and perhaps
any other part of the world. The matri-
archeal system of inheritance is nowhere =
else found or practised. In point of natural ¢
wealth also, Kerala is equally unique.
Although the ordinary agricultural CTOPS
such as cereals, pulses and vegetables a.nd é
fruits are grown, the country is blessed .
with forests, coconut, arecanut, tea ES
coffee, rubber, pepper, cardamum and -‘:
ginger crops which constitute the morq E

important wealth and consequently the
basis of prosperity of the Kerala countr
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Kanara which form the northern half of
Kerala country and with which I am
?édmlmstratlvely connected, it is seen that
‘these two districts possess, besides valuable
timber forests, extensive tracts under coco-
‘nut, arecanut, cashewnut, pepper and
other crops mentioned above. Slopes and

alleys of Kerala aided by the good rain-

‘with paddy. It is., however, clear that
he agricultural economy of the country
‘depends to a much larger extent on crops
‘other than rice.

" The heavy annual rainfall which
inges between one hundred and two
andred inches covers the whole hills with
ich evergreen tropical forests which

) the world. The most valued teak and
‘rosewood plantations of the Nilambur
srests are world famous. There are other
epecies of timber that are extracted in
Jlarge quantities and utilised in the wake

‘wood, with the result that various uses

has progressed. Some of the country’s
‘largast timber-yards are situated in the
Kerala Desa and lumbering imdustry is
. one of the biggest of its kind. The ply-
~ wood industry is being developed on such
‘big scale today that there is justifiable
‘apprehension that unless regeneration of
rests keeps pace with the exploitation o
the forests ‘the goose that lays the
a‘*@olden egg’ will soon be destroyed. The
- denudation of the forests may be followed

‘Taking the districts of Malabar and South

the province of Madras.

fall make the country also a big ricegrow— /
g tract of this province occupying asit
oes about one-and-a-half millions acres

>ntain some of the finest species of timber -

of scientific research on differentkinds of |

- have been found and a prosperous industry '

with disastrous consequences not only to
the forests but also to the agricultural
wealth as well,

The area under coconuts in the two
districts of Malabar and South Kanara is
about four lakhs of acres and constitutes
nearly two-thirds of the coconut area in
The copra, oil
crushing and oil industries and the coir
industry haye been making tremendous
progress. Kerala is the only pepper grow-
ing tract in India. This and arecanut
are two other crops besides the large
number enumerated above, which form the
natural and agricultural wealth of the
country.

Agriculture, which may perhaps be
considered as the primitive origin of the
culture of Kerala has developed wit_lj}
intelligent and purposeful tools progres-
sing with aslowly but pamfully acquired
knowledge, with the result that we haye
to-day an excellent system of paddy 1
cultivation suited to the different con-
ditions that obtain in the Kerala country.

“With a heavy rainfall and the rainy

period extending continuously over six

months, the original settlers when they
started disturbing the soil must have been

‘impressed with the washing out of the

soil from their lands into the sea. This
observation has led to the evolution of a
perfect system of terracing, bunding and
provision of drainage channels or ditches
when and whete necessary. The handy
soil erosion method evolved by the agri
culturist of the Malabar coast is a fine .
art. Had it not been forthe very early
appreciation of the ?esnaéqy;né}h‘ees of soil

~
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erosion, there would have been to-day no

agnculture worth the name in the tract
- The measure of their success in‘ their
efforts on land-management is reflected
in the density of the population of the
tract.

‘ Rice growing is also developed to

such a fine art that it is carried on
: skllfully under different conditions which
_ are not met with in other parts of India.
The Poonam. the Modan, the Palliyal, the
Karinkona, the Kole and the Kaipad systems
which have been evolved and inherited
through generations are peculiar to the
Kerala country.

_ Poonam cultivation is a system of
ﬁurning' forest patches and growing paddy
mixed with other cereals and grains; the
Modan system is cultivation of unterraced
and unbunded slopes of low hills; Palliyal
cultivation is carried on in the perfectly
terraced fields along hill slopes; the
Karinkona is the system of cultivation of
Jow lying inundated areas after the
severity of the South West Monsoon is
passed the Kole system of cultivation is
growing paddy crop on the bottom of

large lagoons and lakes formed during

the monsoons after draining out the
water into an intricate system of canals
connecting with the sea but not
allowing the sea-water to enter the lakes
by a system of pans; the Kaipad is the
system of growing paddy on salt marshes
near the mouth of rivers by throwing up
thousands of mounds of marshy soil and
allowing thesalt to be washed out of these
mounds in heavy rains and then raising
& nursery on the"mou,nds, the seedlingg

are pulled out and . p]anted after the
mounds are again destroyed and leve!led
for plantingin the heavy monsoon rains.

The soil is a highly porous one wl;,igb
is easily drained and which quickly dries
to premit agricultural operations. It ig
derived from the dlsmt‘égratlon and de-
composition of the parent genisic and
granitic rocks through the heavy ralnfali
and humid atmosphere. The soils are so g
leached by the rainfall through ages that =
they are rich in iron and alumina and poor
in lime contents. Deposits of kaoline aréf'
found in various parts of the country and
a start in the exploitation of the kaoline
deposits has been made in Travancore,
Cochin and Malabar. Scientists descr’be
the soil as a poor one and state that thé’ :

poverty of the soil in lime and other
constituents is reflected in the herbagé'
produced on the land and which in turn is
reflected in the poor skeletal formation
of the indigenous cattle of the tract. If
iz believed that human population does
not suffer from this deficiency and theé__
consequent poor skeletal formation and =
that is easily explained to be due, to the E
fact that the largd majority of them have ?
other sodrces of nutrition, mdlgenoué =
and exotie. '

Among the indigenous foods thag:
make up soil defioiency, fish and other‘_g;;
marine animals like the oyster, crab, the =
prawn and lobsters are oomtdetedx
effective supplements. :

While admittedly soils and the |
herbage.are deficient as shown by analy=
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8]8, and the poor skeletal formation of
- the cattle is attributed to the dependence
on poor herbage, there is the other aspeot,
viz,, that the self-same soils and the
‘herbage produce animals like the
‘elephant and trges like the coconut.
This is a challenge both to the scientists
- and fo the prevailing ideas on plant,
""':f_, animal and human nutrition.

=5

~ Kerala is, even as it is, a land of
considerable natural wealth whichis the
gift of Gods. With the application of
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the knowledge of man it has considerable |
potentialities, I%, however, suffers a,t}_} |
present from an economic system which
has led to extremes of poverty on the
one hand and considerable neglect in the
development and the utilisation of the |
great resources on the other. The fullest 1§
utilisation of the God-given resourcesz‘
and the enjoyment by all sections of
population of these resources await the
moulding of the prevailing order on the ﬁ
basis that ‘man is more important than ;
the soil ’. '
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The Coconut Industry in India

K. GOPALAN, M. A., B. CoM. (MANCHR.)

[The author is the Secretary of the Indian Central Coconut Committee. He gives an authoritative
exposition of the Coconut Industry in India in this lucid article which may be of
immense benefit to every Coconut gardener, especially in Kerala ]
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Introduction.

COCONUT is the mainstay of life

in Kerala, the land of coconuts. The:
soubhern part of the west coast of ]ndia.%

-~ has, from time immemorial, been occupy-
ing & pivotal position so far as the
cultivation of coconut and the manu-
facbure of itis products are concerned.

‘Coconut serves the purpose not only of

an adjunct to diet but is also one of the
most important commercial crops of
Malabar, Travancore and Cochin, from
the proceeds of which the people of
these areas purchase their daily needs.
* In spite of the fact that the economio
fabric of this part of the country is
bound up with the coconut and the
allied industries such as copra-making,
~0il milling, coir and coir industry etc,
- the history of the industry has not been
- marked by any material progress or
. notable scientific development.

Acreage and Production.

- Among the coconut produoiﬁg
countries of the world, India is next only
- o the Philippines. Of the 8 million

- acres under cGoconut in the world,
L ]

2 million acres are in the Philippines, =
1. 61 million acres in India, 1. 5 million =
acres in the Netherlands East Indies, =
1.2 million acres in Ceylon and 0.6
million acres each in British Malaya and 7"{_‘
British South Sea Islands. Of the total
Indian acreage, 615,500 acres are in the
province of Madras, 580,500 acres im
Travancore, 170,200 acres in Mysore,
66,600 acres in Cochin State, 30,000 acres
in Bengal, 29,200 acres in Bombay and
28,000 acres in Orissa. Of the 615,500 —
acresin the Madras Presidency, Malabar
has 372,800 acres, South Kanara Disfrict
50,800 acres, Bast Godavari 56,30(_) acres -
and Tanjore District 36,300 acres. Kerala,
accounts for more than two thirds of -
India'’s coconut acreage. Taking Madras,
Travancore, Mysore and Cochin together

it is seen that about 95% of the coconut
area in India is concentrated in Scuth
India. The average yield per acre is 2,000}
nuts though it varies from area to area
and distriot to district. On the basis of
this figure, the annual Indian production

of coconut is estimated at 3,020 million |
nuts. Out of the total production, 1,390 -
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llion nufts are utilised for the pro-
action of 205,000 tons of copra and the
t are presumably conmsumed unpro-

gsed either as mature nuts or green
uts.

om Exporter to Importer.

- Prior to the first World - War, Indis
gsed to export considerable quantities
soconut and coconut oil, the annual
verage net export for the quinquennium
9-10 to 1913-11 being 45,433 tons
terms of ‘copra). The quantity
eclined to an annual average of 23,053
during the five years ending 1918-19,
17,308 tons in the following quin-
snniam and 0 624 tons during 1994-25
%3285-29- From 1929-30 onwards
wentb completely out of the picutre
1 exporbing country and became a
mporter. Daring tho five-years
iod ending 1933-34, the annual average
. imports were of the order of 26,370
s and in the following quinquennium
044 tons. In 1939-40 the net annual
mports increased further to the tune
104,053 tons and in 1940-41 and
941-42, Ceylon, which was the chief
‘source of our imports, lost most of her
‘Buropean markets due to the war with
1@ result that she placed unusually
arge quantities of copra and oil on the
ian market. Our imports during
[}ériod exceeded all fthe previous
ds, the average for the two years
~ending 1941-4% being as much as abous
181,000 Sons. The main sources of

imports into India during the i)re—-_ .

war period were Ceylon and Maldives,

the former accounting for 77% and the

latter 22¢. Since 1941-42 the distri-
bution of the entire exportable surplus
of copra and coconut oil in Ceylon has
been under the control. of His. Majosty’s
Government in the United Kingdom
who have allotted to India an annual

quota of only 65,000 tonsup to 1946 and

75,000 tons in each of the four yearsend-
ing 1950 againgt India’s net import of

about 181,000 tons in 1941- 49, (All the_

figures in terms of copra).

There has heen, in recent years, an
unprecedented expansion

industry in the country due to the

of the soap

adminbni bl s o P Sl LA s BRI

increasing soap habit of the people. The
consumption of soap in india wnich was
only 5 oz per head before the war has:

increased today to about L lb. per head.

Thus, while the annual consumption of

coconut oil in'the scap industry in the

pre-war period was only in the neigh-
bourhood: of 30,000 %ons, it is estimated
to have increased at present to JOO 000

tons,

From what has been stated above,
three. conclusions emerge,

namely, (4])? :

:

that india, as a rapidly industrialising
country, has been increasing her demand

for coconut and coconut produets, (2)
that Indian production lags behind her

demand, and (3) that immediate steps

need to be taken for intensification of

production, better utilisation of coconut

S s
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nd coconub prod;uet-s, and rehabilitation.
f an industry which in the past has,
not kad foll scope for development.

 Central Coconut Committee.

~ The Government of India considered
~ that the various interests of the industry
- could best be served by setting up an
-_:AllrIndja organisation known as the
- Indian Central Coconut Committee, on

the lines for which the Indian Central-

- Cottcn Committee and similar bodies
~ goncerned with jute and lac, with their
outstanding achievements, afforded
- precedents, to watch over the interests
~ of the coconut growers and to assish in
‘ the development of the coconut industry
“and the industry of its derivabive
- products. The functions of the Committee,
sisa.rted two years back, fall ander four
:n.la.iri- heads, namely, (1) the conduct of
- research..-agricultaral, economic aud
- technological—for the improvement of
the coramodity and the application of
- the results to everyday practice, (2) the
improvement of the marketing of the
- commodity and its products, (3) the
supply of information to government
deparbments, the trade and the general
public on all matters relevant to the
industry, and (4) tendering of advice in
respect of policy on matters connected
- with the development and improvement
of the industry.

_ Agricultural Research. .
= Both the immediate and the long
- term development of the industry calls

for inorease in the production of coconu
in the counfry, There are two 1‘11:1,;j :
ways of doing this: One is to. increase
the yieid of coconut per acre and th
other is to improve the copra content
of the couconuts already available Re
searches conducted in India, Ceylo
and ofther countries have sho.wn th-’-
the yield of coconut can be subsba.ntiél}" o
increased by manuring and ‘interculbi-
vation. The cost of manuring an
intercultivation is reported to be only ¢
fraction of the extra returns aceruin
from the increased yield. It is under
stood that on some coconut lands it
Cochin, cubting down of trees wher
they were too close together, witl
proper manuring and cultivation I

resulted in the production being double
within about ten years. In Ce.ylon:ﬁ
intensifying and .systematising calti
vation, the yields in some of the estate
increased to 3,000 to 5,000 nuts per acre
while the average yield per acre in Indi
still stands at about 2.000 nuts 3
diligent cultural practices it is ‘possibl
to get more copra from the nuts.  Ii
the Philippines and in Ceylon less than
5,020 nuts produce a ton of copra, ‘whﬂ 3
in the West Indies 6,250 nutsand in
India 6,800 nuts are required to yield &
ton of copra.

Central and Regional Research Station
The agricultural research work
undertaken so far in the Provinces a.n:d‘-};
States has been directed mostly to the
varietal, cultural and manurial ﬁsp@ﬁ%
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- except in Madras where the orop has
. been studied more extensively. But
the results achieved are neither thorough
nor applicable to the diverse conditions
‘under which coeonuts are grown. The
need for detailed investigation on sound
lines of the fundamental aspects of
iésearch and of the cultural and manu-
‘aril aspects and for control of pests
_'_Ind diseases is apparent. The impor-
‘ance of the control of diseases -of the
‘ooconut would be appreciated when it
ia remembered that the diseases have
peen in existence in Travancore over

rious proportions and affected one-
ird of the total coconut area. They
ve‘ﬂ.lgb been in existence in Cochin
jate for a very long time. The Indian
Oentral Coconut Committee, realising
e importance of these problems, have
oided to set up two Central Research
Stations of their own one for funda-
mental work and for botanical and
keh;ebical aspeots of the coconut culbi-
%&tion at Kasaragod by purchasing the
:present Agricultural Research Station
there and developing it by acquiring
about 110 acres of adjoining land, and
the other, for pests and diseases at
‘Bayamkulam in Travancore. Also,
;ppreoia.bing that investigation of the
" cultural and manurial aspcets should
" be carried out at representative centres
in the Provinces and States so that the
~ yesults of the trials may be immediately
| passed on to the Jocal - cultivators,

B e i s — L

years where they have assumed very

‘,t?he

the Committee have decided to reco-
mmend that a number of regional stations
in Madras, Travancore, Cochin, Mysore,
Orissa and Bengal be set up by the
Provinecial and State Governments con-
cerned, with financial assistance from
the Committee. The importance attached

~ by the Committee to the agfioultural‘

research work may be realised by
the fact that the two Central Research
Stations alone would cost them about
Rs. 12 lakhs by way of non-recurring
expenses and Rs. 2 lakhs as annual
recurring cost. Work connected with
these stations has already been taken
on hand. \

3

Coconut Nurseries.

The supply of good quality seed-
lings is a pre-requisite for raising profit
able plantations and for increasing
production. Considering - thaf
goconut paim is a perennial tree which
(fa,kes 8 to 10 years to commence bearing
and lives up to an age of over 80 years,
the importance of planting good selected
seedlings that would ultimately give
economic yield as adult trees cannot
be over-emphasized. There are no reli-
able nursery-men who can supply large
quantities of reliable planting material.
The supply of pure reliable planting
material has always been a problewm.
It has assumed serious proportions in
recent times with the current high
prices for coconut resulting in inoreased
interest in raising new plantations and
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'7'ﬁdﬂer-pla.nting in existing gardens, Until
recently there was only one Government
nursery at Nileshwar in South Kanara
~ Distriot and its output could only
~ touch the fringe of the demand. Consider-
ing the importance of these nurseries in
: theimprovement of-coconut cultivation,
the Committee have sanctioued 7
?é*coconut nurseries for distributing
~ geedlings of guaranteed ‘excellence to
'tﬁe growers, which have been function
ing since’ the beginning of the year.
- Two of the nurseries are in the Madras
~ Presidency one at Samalkot in Fast
- Godavari and the other at Pattukottai
~in Tanjore Distriot, two in Travancore-
one at Chirayinkil and the other at
- Vaikom,—one at Arsikere in Mysore
State, one at Irinjalakuda in Cochin
- State, and one at Cattack in Orissa.
Seedlings are ready for sale at all the
- nurseries except at Irinjalakuda whicy
- was started only a few months
back, and all those who are interested
may contact the Nursery Assistants in
charge of the nurseries. It may interest
them to know that these selected
seedlings can be purchased at a price
not exceeding 4 annas per plant and
that the railways -have agreed to
~ transport them at concessional rates.

- An Economic Price.

Attempts at developing the industry
‘may not yield commensurate results
nnless the producers are ensured of
_economic prices for the coconut. Tt

may ea.suly be conceded ﬁha.t the price
of the commodity should be such tha
the producers secure reasonable return\
for the produce of their capital a
labour. Experience shows that th
interest they take in their coconubs
depends upon their price. During thi
period 1929-39, when the prices ©
coconuts declined sharply due to heavy
and growing import of copra, ‘the growers
neglected their gardens and refused
plant new trees. On the other hand, in

recent years, when prices have lbo‘k
up considerably, they are found to ta
more interest in coconut cultivation a d L
devote attention to manuring and
cultivation. The necessity, there[gré
for ensuring a remunerative price !
the coconut in any system of planned
development of the coconut industry
cannot be over-emphasized.

The ocatastrophic fall in the prices
of coconut during the period 1929-39
and the subsequent distress of the
coconut growers have left behind in
them a lurking fear that the present
prosperity is only a passing phase and
that the conditions of the depressid"
period may be repeated sooner or later.
This feeling is but natural considering ;
the inability of the average coconuf
grower in India to compete with the
organised large scale cultivator of coco-
nub in Ceylon. Under the conditions
obtaining in India with regard to th'e?'
law of inheritance etc., the difficulties
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the way of consolidation of holdings
e insuperable. Only new plantacions
can be organised on a large scale basis.
gsibly it was because of this and
Jther considerations
alabar and Cochin, when they carried
. a sbrong agitation against theso-
lled dumping of cheap Ceylon copra,
made a fervent appeal for prctection in
ine with the generally accepted policy
granting protection to agriculburists
ainst abnormal conditions. But pro-
ction as a measure for the rehabi-
ation of the industry can serve only
palliative and not as a cure. There
be no better remedy from the long
m point of view than placing the
dustry on its own legs. Unless the
dustry is put in order, it may not be
ssnble to withstand the compefition
Ceylon and other countries. For
acing the industry on sound footing
i3 necessary fo reorganise the culti-
ion according to up-to-date methods,
prove the marketing conditions, find
tter utilities for coconut and coconub
roducts and stabilise the prices of
gcconut abt a level fair both to the
oducer and the consumer.

% should be possible to stabilise the
eans of increasing our production to

_make the country self-suflicient in the
;mtber of coconut and coconut products,

Elmprovement of coconut production,

- however, unlike annual crops, takes
ime as new planta.hons come to bearing

that Travancore,

ice if we could concert ways and’

stage only in 8 to 10 years after planting

and the results of manuring and oculbiv-
ation operations are noticed only after
2 or 3 years. In the meantime, there
would be need for supplementing our
production by well regulated imports.
When we reach the happy position of

being able to do away with imports as
a result of increased production by

extending the acreage and by improving

the yield and the copra content of fthe
nub, it should be possible to stabilise

the prices at a level fair to all concerned,
having regard to the price policy

adopted for other agricultural commo-
dities, particularly those which serve

as substitutes for coconut oil.

Technological Developments.

Improvements of the industry mé,y
also be brought about by attending %o

£
E;
B
i
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technological problems relating to the

utilisation of coconut and the products
of the coconut palm. Among others,
the following items of technclogical
work deserve mention:—

Hot air drying of copra.

The quality of copra produced in

the country, especially during the rainy
season, is
draw- back is the difficulty of prepar-
ing copra of uniiorm grade throughout
the year. It

produce satisfactory quality copra by
sun-ouring due to the

-~

unsabisfactory. The chief

is only for about six
months in the year that we are able to

limitations =
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imposed by theexigencies of unfavourable
~ weather conditions. The limited quan-
~ tity of copra made during the monsoon
by the smoking method is generally of
off-colour and rancid, Of the chief
advantages of Ceylon over Indian pro-
~ ducers is the availability of facilities
for drying ocopra throughout the year
" in kilns or driers. In India it may be
better to prepare copra by the hot air
method during the rainy months. Of
the three important driers in operation
in Ceylon -KEstate Kiln, Pearson’s Drier
and Chula Drier- it would appear that
from practical considerations the Hst-
ate Kiln, with certain modifications,
would answer our requirements satis-
factorilty. The question of introducing
the right type of kiln for the purpose
in Indiais engaging the urgent attention
- of the Indian Central CoconutCommittee
and it is hoped that as a result of their
endeavours substantial improvement in
the quality of copra would materialise in
the near future.

Desiceated Coconut

The question of developing in India the
manufacture of desiccatsd coconut, in
which Ceylon has a lucrative trade, needs
- consideration. This industry has been a
 speciality of Ceylon, which, in peak
- period, exported 30 to 40,000 touns to the
United Kingdom and other countries
including India. The imports into
India, which were insignificant up
to 1936, have increased steadily and were
~about 1,400 tons in 1943. In view of

L]

India’s steadﬂy increasing consumption
of the article, resulting from increasing
manufacture of confectionery in the
country, and the possibility that its
demand may step up further, we would
recommend that when the supplies of
coconut become available in large‘;;éf
quantities it my be desirable to start ther_\
industry in India,

Coconut Oul.

The possibility of increasing the
percentage of extraction of oil needs to
be examined. The yield of oil obtained .-.pg
by crushing depends on the oil content
of the copra, the season of extraction and
the efficacy of the method and machlnery
employed. Researches with regard to‘
improving the quality of the oil mav g
also yield commendable results. Itc :
quality is usually judged by its colour'-‘“
cleanliness, flavour ‘and freedom from
rancidity. A clear white oil, with pleasant
flavour is valued higher than a turbid
or yellowish oil or one which shows signs
of rancidity. As a resultof improvements
in the methods of curing copra and
extracting oil in the mills there has been ,
a marked reduction in the free fatty amd ,'
content in the oil. As there is a definite
market for superior quality oil, the time
is opportune for carrying out investi-
gations for the production of superior grade
coconut oil. Coconut oil is extensively {
used in the manufacture of soap by both.
the cold and fully boiled processes. It
has been found to be characterised by the
presence of a high percentage of lauric ;{
acid which gives coconut oil soaps their
characteristic hardness, profuse lather and’
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;f;ree golubility. The presence of lauric
and myristic acids also makes the oil
pmmently_sul‘rable as a better substitute
in margarine. Researches conducted by
‘Miss Hartwell of King’s (College, London,
ave shown that the coconut oil is digested
more rapidly than other fats including
utter and may prove a more valuable
food than has hitherto been supposed, It
may also be used in the preparation of
toilet articles and in the manufacture of
coconut stearine, large quantities of which
because of its comparative cheapness,
may be used in the prepation of choco-
Jates, biscuits, pastries, cakes, ete.
lesearches into the methods of refining
oil, with a view to increasing its keeping
nd edible qualities and the utilisation of

- The two important by-products of
he coconut are its husk and shell. The
green husk is generally used in the
-manufacture of coir by retting. The
present methods of retting the husk leave
much scope for improvement. Dr.
‘Reginald Child of the Ceylon Coconut
Research Scheme has indicated that the
technical side of the fibre industry can
be developed by the employment of
tent equipment for dry milling the
usks without soaking, which process
‘has been successfully worked in Trinidad

Tobago. The machine may be use-
ﬁﬂy introduced in Malabar, in areas
where backwater facilities for retting
are scarce, The dry husk could be utilised

x = -
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i_or extracting fibre for
‘brushes etc. and as stuffing ma,térialfj
‘for mattresses. The possibilities of intro-
ducing in Malabar the chemical and
mechanical methods of retting practised
in other countries also deserve to be
examined. The main advantages claimed
for this process are saving in time, hlgﬁer =
yield and a greater uniformity in the_,
quality of the products. The economics.
of the various chemical and mechanical

methods, which have not been adequately

examined deserve to be investigated.
Attention may also be devoted to seei
whether the coir fibre cannot be used as
protective and lagging material for pipes,
cables, etc. The possibilities of manu- -

bristles and

| facturing compress boards, * panelling
. boards,

tea chests, packing materials,
bath mats etc. from coconut husk and

- premature coconuts which the trees often ;

shed, and which at present are not put
to any useful purpose, and pith, heaps
of which go to waste in coir factories,
deserve serious consideration. It is
reported that Mr. 8. R. K. Menon of
Travancore has conducted certain experi—
'ments with regard to the manufacture

' of box-boards from immature nuts and"
' trialg made to test the possibilities of

making the boards on a semi-commercial
scale have given encouraging results.

The Shell.

Technological researches on the use
of shells for commercial, industrial and
other purposes also hold out immense
possibilities. On the West Coast shells
are commonly used as fuel and for firing
copra drying Kkilns.. The commerpiat*'

-~
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collectlon of shells is undertaken only
when copra is manufactured and it has
~ been reckoned that shells from roughly
1,400 million coconuts are so collected.
. The coconut shell charcoal was in great
demand during the war for use in gas
masks. The charcoal specially prepared
and activated can be used for refining
‘Bsugar and vegetableoil. The shell yields,
~ on carbonising in a proper plant under
~ scientific control,
- During the war there was some amount
~ of demand for charcoal in the preparation
~ of acetic acid for coagulating rubber in
{ factories. But as the import of acetic
acid at cheap rates from Canada and
_ other countries is now possible, its . pre=
~_paration may not be an economic propo—
. sition because of the high prices of
g(_:oconut shell and lack of demand for
~ charcoal for use in gas masks. When,
- however, the prices of shell fall and
- imports of acetic acid become scarce, it
- may be possible to manufacture it on a
- commercial scale in India. The shells
are also used for the
- ladles, bowls, scoops etc. and various!
: ufi]ity articles such as flower vases,{
fancy bowls paper Welghts, buttons a,nd'
| vanous other useful purposes.

3

Only a few of the more important

- technological problems have been enume-
" rated above. There are many others
~ that may call for investigation as work
on the above items progresses. This

., Committee have been convinced of the
- urgent necessity for undertaking work
connected with the above and other items

_of. technological investigations, and on

3 L]

acetic acid and tar.

preparation of ;

mature consideration-have come to the
conclusion that the above problems call
for the establishment of the committee’s
own Technological Laboratory. The
Committee have, therefore, set upa special
Sub-Committee at their last meetmgto%
report whether the Technological =
Laboratory proposed should be organised é
as a separate institution or whether it §

3

§

:

should be enough if it is established in
conjunction with one of the Central
Research Stations of the Committee. As
soon as the question is decided, the work
connected with the setting up of th‘ég
Laboratory and investigationsof the
technological problems would be pushed-j’
through ez peditiously. : 3

Co-operative Marketing of Copra.

There is also the important problem
of improving the marketing of coconuf—~
and coconut products, It has been
indicated above that about 469 of the,
nuts produced in India are used for copra-
making, Of the copra made on the West
Coast, as much as 85 to 90% is prepared
by professional village copra-makers. Af =
present little attention is paid to the
manufacture of quality copra and it is
a common practice in the growing areas
to sell partially dried copra containing
as much as 15 % moisture, while the oil
mills usually like to purchase copra dried 3
up to 6 to 7% These defects may be
remedied and the present system of.{,vf
marketing of copra improved by the
organisation of co-operative marketing
societies for the sale of copra which helps
to increase members’ holding power by
provision of cheap credit againsi stored
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‘produce, obtain better returns, encourage
he members to produce quality copra,
nd facilitate installing of hot air kilns
nd grading of copra. They could also
':;fange to purchase and distribute manure
nd supply members with guaranteed
pedlings, besides undertaking other
anotions. With the above objects in
ew, the Indian Central Coconut
‘ommittee have enabled two such co-
operative marketing societies to be
arted, one at Vaikom in Travancore
and the other at Narakkal in Cochin
State. During the short period they have
sen in existence, they have done
!nsid_era.ble good to. the members. And
s the growers like to avail themselves
' all possible opportunities of improving
jeir economic position, Co-operative

ore and more popular and with it will
rise the need for federating these
societies into unions, as in Ceylon, to
i?ndertake as many marketing functions
" related to the industry as practicable in
the interest of the producers.

”:Gr.adiug of copra and oil

f%‘ Improvements in the marketing of
i%oobonuh could also be brought about by
~ the adoption of grade specifications for

- gopra and oil. At present several grades
and qualities of copra are recognised
in the trade, but the classification is
based mostly on visual examination,
ith‘ the result that better types of
opra do not get premium, and buyers

- are tempted to offer prices, which may
~ not be fair to the producers, Similarly,

.

'-rketi_ﬁg of copra is bound to becoms -

several qualities of oil are known in the
trade, but there are mno well defined
grades with speocifications to indicate
the various quality factors or purity of
the oil. The question of grading and
marking of copraand oil under the Agri-
caltural Produce (Grading & Marking)
Act and adopting them o start with
in. the co-operative copra * marketing
sociebies run under the auspices of the
Committee are under discussion -with
the commercial and trade organisations
and oil millers,

Statistics.

Again there is a greabt. necessity
for improving the statistics of coconut
aoreage and production. The policy
with regard to import, export and
distribution of coconut and coconub
products presupposes accurate statistics
relating to production and demand in
India The available statistics aboub
coconut acreage and produection are
quite unsatisfactory. An examination,
for example, of the figures of acreage
published in the Agricultural Statistics
of India shows that in some ocases the
figures vary from year to year. As the
acreage under a perennial crop
coconut cannot fluctuate widely from
year to year, the variations can only be
accounted for by the change in the
system of reporting, errors in reporting -
or changes in the area covered from
year to year, The position with regard-
to the figures of producticn is in no -

~

like =
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§'st,y better. There is, at present, no
aoourate date available on the basis

: -i_)f which standard yields can be worked

oub with any approXimation to reality.
¥ There are, therefore, no official figures
* of annual production of coconut avail-
able.
figures of acreage, makes even a rough
_estimation of production a difficult
' task. The question of improving these
| statistios has been taken up by the
,: Committee with the Provinces and
' States, and it is hoped thatas a result
~ of the joint aection reliable sbatisbios
< on the basis of which alone well planned-

can take place, will be recorded on
 more safisfactory basis.

. Conclusicn.

I have only endeavoured to indiéa.te

in broad outline some of the possible
lines of development but there are many
more, and still more may crop up as the
work on fthe various aspects of the

advancement of ‘the industry gets into
~ full stride.

r From what has been described
| above, it is olear that India which
was a surplus country in the matter
of coconut and had figured prominently
in the exports of coconut and coconut
products, ceased to be a net exporter
since 1928-29. About that time Ceylon,
also a surplus country, began to lose
her foreign  markets f{or her surplus
stock of coconut products, as a result

oils and animal fats, and started
looking for new outlets. She found a
convenient market mnear at hand in

This, together with the doubtful

_imports and the favourable prices of

——

of the competition from other vegetébl'ef{f"

India and her loss of exports elsewhere
was made g0od by sending large quanti-
ties of coconut products to this country.
Ceylon’s good fortune, howeyer, spelf.
disaster to India, and as a,result, the
industry fell on evil days. ‘From hh&;;
second half of the second World Wa.rihsg
prices of coconut improved .considerably.
With the present controlled guota of

wzmﬂmw-‘

coconut, the present time is opportune
for the rehabilitation and establishment
of the industry on a sound footing. If
this could be managed, we should be
able to make the country seli-sufficient
in the matter of coconut and, with the
free operation of the economic law of,_“--;:
supply and demand and the favourable
position our country enjoys with regard ~
to the production of vegetable oilsy
stabilise the prices of coconuf abtan =
economic level, to the benefit of all =
those whose well- being is bound up with = 4
the “EALPAVRIKSHA”. ik




Keraleeya Ayurveda Samajam Hospital
AND
Sanatorium

SHORANUR. (S. . RY.)

ON THE BANKS OF THE SACRED BHARATHA RIVER.
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: This Vaidyasala, maintained under expert supervision by one of the
_ most famous of ASHTA VAIDYANS in Kerala, manufactures all kinds of
. genuine Ayurvedic medicines on strictly Shastric lines. Medicated oils
including Kshezsrabala and Dhanwantharam Thylams; Rasayanams, Lehyams
and Chrithams for all kinds of Rheumatic diseases of muscles and nerves,
~ the lungs and the heart, and for restoring vital energy, are always for sale
- to the public at a very moderate price, the sole object of the Vaidyasala
‘bexng the carrying of the Blessings of the Rishis of old to each and every
- door and the revival of the ancient Ayurvedic Science.

' The Vaidyasala also undertakes Special Malabar Treatments such as,
DHARA PIZHICHAL, VASTHI, SHIROVASTHI, NASYAM & SNEHAPANAM

: Whach are carried out under expert supervision.

The Vaidyasala has branches in 166, Lloyds Road, Madras; 301,
f West Masi Street, Madura; and 3, Swarnambigai Agraharam, Salem Town.
" A Depot has been recently opened in Tellicherry, on the Main Road.

~ Accommodation, with family quarters, are afforded to patients
coming from outside- Facilities for Spec1a1 Malabar Treatments are
. ava:lable in the branches also. :

~» The Vaidyasala is supported by Public subscriptions and conducted .
by an influential Board of Directors.

THE POOR ARE TREATED FREE.

For further particulars apply to the Manager, Shoranur.
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The Sea-Borne Trade of Malabar
By

K. V. Krishna Ayyar, M. A, L. T,

[A Keen student of history, the author who is the Senior Lecturer in History of the Zamorin's College,
~ Calicut, has delved deeply into the history of Kerala, Here is an able narrative of Kerala’s
Sea-borne trade of the past Five thousand Years.] :

Before Christ.
From very ancient times Malabar
had trade relations with other countries
by sea. The excavations at Harappa on

the Indus and at Ur on the Persian
- Gulf show that two of the staple

products of Malabar has been much in-

demand—teak for building purposes and
ivory for ornament and decoration—at
least as early as the beginning of
Kali Yuga (B. C.3102). In the second
millennium(B.C. 2000—1000)Egypt used
- o import large quantities of cinnamon,
ebony, and betal leaf from Malabar-
Among the articles offered as tribute
by queen Sheba to King Solomon
(B. C. 970-950) were ‘spices of very great
- store’, and once in three years Solomon’s
navy came from Hitam and Tarshish
to the Malabar Coast for gold, spices,
teak, ivory, apes and peacocks. The
Nimrod inscription of the great Assyrian
monarch, Tiglett Pileser I1I (B. C.
145-727) refers to timber and spices
brought from Malabar, while the palace
- of King Sennacherib (B. C. 7056-689)
was constructed mainly of teak grown
on the slopes of fthe Western Ghats.

- prppals or long pepper were the peculiar

The prosperity of Tyre in the time Of&
Prophet Ezekiel (B. C. 600) was chiefly
due to its trade ‘in horns of ivory, ebony
and spices’, all obviously obtained from
Malabar. Among the arficles whi\ol‘f;f;
the ancient Greeks imported from India

in the sixth and fifth centuries before

Christ, oryza or rice, karpion or einnamon ,;f

ziggiberos (sringiveru) or ginger, and

products of Malabar. The tuskers which
accompanied King Darius of Persia in"

=
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his invasion of Greece in B. C. 480,

which gave battle to Alexander the
Great at Issus (B. C. 338) in Syria and
at Arbela (B. C. 833) in Persia, which
Pyrrhus of Epirus took with him fo
Italy in B. C. 280 to humble the pride =
of Rome, and which marched in the
van of the great Hannibal’s army aeross
the Alps in B C. 218 to destroy the
villas and vineyards of Italy and batter

the gates of Imperial Rome itself were the

stately and majestic lords of the Malabar
forests.
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Malabar and the Roman Empire
~ (A. D. 1-600)

The conquest of Egypt by Augustus
in B. C. 30isa landmark in the trade
Malabar with the West. It synchro-
ed with the emergence of the Cheraman
erumals or Chera Emperors al
Tiruvanjikkulam (Greek: Mouziris—
Malayalam o#0$09#021d) and mcdern
vanganur as one of the great powers
of South India with the whole of the
goast strip from Kasergode in the North
Cape Comorin in the South under
hem. Augustus and his successors
yok a keen interest in the trade with
_a;la.bar. The appetite for Malabar
jices and luxuries seemed to grow every
r- But this trade was in the hands
the Arabs. They used to sail from
abar diitet to Africa and enter the
ed Sea from the south to make the
Buropeans believe that they were
bringing spices from the Dark Continent,
st they should penetrate to Malabar
and capture the spice ftrade. DBub a
lever pilot named Hippalus discovered
‘the scerets of the Arabs. Like Columbus,
‘but more fortunate, working upon the
yague and wild stories brought by
travellers, he came to the conclusion
bhat the Arabs brought their valuable
argo from Malabar and net from Africa,
~ and Malabar could be reached by sailing

rom Aden with the help of the south
. west monsoon. 8o he boldly struck ovt
in A. D. 40, and his boldness got its

well-deserved reward. With his arrival

at Tiruvanjikkulam direct contact was
established between Malabar and the
Roman Empire.

In course of time a brisk trade
sprang up. ‘“There is no year”, wrote
the Roman historian, Pliny. in A, D, 77
“in which (South) India
drain our empire of at least 55,000,000
sesterces (Rs. 67,60,000), sending us in
return wares which are sold for a
hundred times their original value.”
In A- D.

the EHrythraean Sea,
Greek merchant, giving an account of
the various marts and ports of the

West coast of India and their chief
Sailing down
along the coast from the north, the first

exports and imporbs.

does not -

87 appeared a trader’s guide
book under the name of the Periplus of
compiled by a -

great port in Malabar was Tyndis, now

a small village called Tindilam; at the

mouth of the Bharatappuzha, and the
first important mart was Naoura. which
was no obher -than Tirunavayi, faraous
in Malabar history for its grand twelve-
yearly Mamakams. The oapiisal of the

Chera empire, and also its chief port was

Calicut
beginning
Cochin

Tiruvanjikkulam (Cranganur)
was founded only at the
of the tenth century, while

came into being much later, in 1341,

when Vypin was formed by a greab
inundation. ;

Its chief exports were pepper in

great quantity, pearls in great quantity

-

-~
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%lind‘superior quality (obtained from the
QGulf of Mannar), ivory, fine silks,
~ spikenard, betel leaf, transparent and
. precious stones of all sorts, diamonds,
jacinths and tortoise shell, The chief
- imports were great quantity of specie
_(gold and silver), chrysolite, a small
" assortment of plain cloth, flowered
‘robes, stibium, coral, white glass, copper,
_ brass, tin, lead, wine, sindura (vermilion)
arsenic and some wheat for the crew.

- The Arabs tried their utmost to
_ prevent the new comers from penetrating
~ into their preserves. When open resis-
tance failed they resorted to piracy.
From Nitrias or Neytara on the
Valarpattanam river as their base they
preyed upon the Roman vessels approach-
ing Mouziris. So great was the danger
that the Roman ships carried on board
archers and bowmen for their prote-
ction,and a colony of discharged Roman
soldiers was established at Cranganur
for their assistance. Nonetheless, the
 trade with Malabar grew %o such pro-
portions' that Italy was denuded of all
her gold and silver, and to check the
growing scarcity of these metals the
Roman emperors were constrained
to pass laws to control, if not actually
prohibit, imports from Malabar.

Calicut as the Meeting Place of Nations

When the Roman Empire declined
the Arabs recovered their former posi-
tion in the Indian Ocean. Thanks to

the Prophet -and the Khalifs,

the‘j
had now become a powerful nation,
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commanding not only the long belt .of

land from Tangiers, opposite Gibralter
in Africa, to Peking in China, but also
of the Indian Ocean and
They
were the great sailors and navigators 7
Though the

the whole
the Spice Islands of the Pacific.

of the Early Middle Ages.
Roman Empire disappeared, the demand
for eastern products in the

kingdoms on its ruins. Moreover, thB
Christian soldiers, returning from the
Crusades, helped to create a taste for

oriental luxuries in their respectlve_
And Ttalian oities like
Genoa and Venice, which never allowed

way of

countries.

religion to stand in the

West

increased with the formation of new

i
=
<

commerce, took the spices of Malabar
brought by the Arabs, or Moors as they

were called then, to the remotest nooks
and corners of Europe. :

The wisdom and ability of successive-‘"é

Ziamorins made Calicut the

entrepot

of the trade between the east and the::_-._;:’

west.

the King of Calicut offered

The freedom and security which
to the

merchants attracted them to his capital. ""

In the ports of the other chiefs

of

Malabar ships- were liable to be a.rbi-.;:?é

trarily seized and confiscated.

security and justice,” says

“But:
Abdur

Razak, the Persian ambassador at the

Ziamorin’s court,

“are so firmly esta-

blished at Calicut that the most wealthy.
merchants bring thither from maritime
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ptries considerable ocargoos, which
y unload and ‘unhesitatingly send
o ma.rkets a.nd ba.za.a,rs, withoub

upon
after
: keep

tch day and night. When a sale is
cted they levy a duty on the goods
one- -fortieth part;

cers of the cusfom house take
hemselves the charge of looking

.'ﬁi‘bherto the Chinese ha,d taken
heir goods richt up to the Persian
lulf or the Red Sea. The security and
f y. which they found at Calicut
W 1nduoed them to give up their
ge further north and west. The
orin’s officers assisted them to sell
silke, and to buy corals and precious
es in exchange. Thus Calicut
ded to become the clearing house

- Chinese merchant and navigator, refers
$o Calicut as a great emporium of trade
frequented by merchants from all
. quarters. “Calicut,” says Abdur Razak,
~ “is a perfectly secure harbour, whieh,
~ like Ormuz, brings together merchants
fom every oity and every country;in
y are to be found abundance of precious
articles, brought thither from maritime
countries, especially from Abyss:ma.,
- Zirbad, and Tranquebar.” ‘ ,

if they are nob .

- of the mediaeval world: Ma Huan, the

The pri’oeé of the important com-
modities and articles at Caliout in
A. D. 1500 were as follows:— 4

(i) Precious stones.

Good rubies weighing £ fo i
Rs.1% to 43__’;_;’;

1% fanams

do. 6 f . oAl
Diamonds (wt. 8 manjadis) , 400
Topazes 81 to 43;_ :

Turquoises (wt. ¥ manjadi) , 43
Sapphires (wf.2 , =+ 5 3

(At Calicus, in those days, there were
excellent craftsmen to cut and mount
precious stones.)

(ii) Spices (per bahar)

Pepper Rs. 65
Cloves o
Cinnamon v S O
Ginger ko, ol
Nutmegs, e
Cardamom e

(Customs duty for pepper Rs.
bahar, and for cloves, Rs: 5.)

(iii) medicines and medicinal Drugs.

Camphor for incense per oz, Rs® 2

a for medicine 4, 5 5%
Agil W e |
Myrobalans Re } for 10 0z
Musk Rs 10 per oz. '
Spikenard Re % for 10 oz. |
(iv) Miscellaneous Articles.

Tamarind Rs. 8 per bahar
Indigo Rs. 170 g
Sandalwood Rs.-33per ,
Spikenard B 290

[0}
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THE SEA-BORNE TRADE OF MALABAR

o

I The Portuguese and the Dutch
"~ (A. D. 1498-1766)

- With the coming of Vasco da Gama
to Calicut in 1498 a new chapter began

not only in the history of the commerce
of Calicut but also in the political and
economic history of India. He came,
as the Romans had done in the first
century of the Christian era, to oust
the moors from the spice trade. With
his characteristic courtesy the Zamorin
wrole to the King of Portugal:- “Vasco
da gama, a gentleman of your household,
poame to my country, whereat I am
- much pleased. My country is rich in
cinnamon, ginger, pepper and precious
stomes. That which 1 ask of you in
‘e¥xchange is gold, silver, corals, and
scarlet cloth.” Hverything would have
;'gone well for the Portuguese at Calicut
 had they sought commerce and proiib
 like honest merchants by peaceful trade.
- But they demanded tbem like conquerors
“at the point of the sword, dictating
their own terms. Bub the Zamorin
would not allow it, and he stood by his
Moorish allies. So the portuguese went
to Cochin, where they obtained a site
~for a factery and fort. So the Zamorin
declared war on Cochin and the
Portu‘gu'esé. This war lasted well over
a century and a haif. In the end, with
the help of the Dutch, the Zamorin
expelled the Portuguese from Cochin.
During their occupation of Cochin the

Portuguese gave Malabar three gifts: the
O&thohc Chugeh, a Eurasian popula.tlc.n,.

, and ﬁhe oashew nut [o.:oea-’\mom]

-
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" Portuguese.

mdusbrles of M a.la.bar

The moors having been exhausted
and ruined by the hostility of the
Portuguese, the Dutch now became the
carriers of bthe spice trade. But they

followed more or less the policy of the
Portuguese in their dealings with the

Zamorin, and another hundred years’
war followed. But, as the Dufch were
more intent upon trade and profit than
prestige, no spectacular battles toof
place on land or sea. The whole strudgle

centered round Chetwai, one of the great
pepper marts of the Zamorin’s

dominions. The Enp‘hsh assisted the
Zamorin with arms, ammunition an
advise, because they were as eager to
get rid of the Dutch from® Malabar as

the Dutch had been to drive away the
Unfortunately for the

Dutch, the Zamorin was not the only?_':"
enemy they had to contend with. The’y'ff'{
had incurred  the hostility of Martanda
Varma of Travancore also. At lash,
in 1758, they left Malabar. The shrewdif-'-_;.

businessmen that they .were, they ea.wfj;f_,
how improved methods and managementi;

would enhance their profits. So, whlle?§
the Portuguese sought o cbtain pepper =
by force, the Dutch themselves grewf’
pepper in the lands under their control. ;1_-,
They were the first European planters:{:}_%
in Malabar. They ocultivated every:

available inch of ground, even at the
risk of reducing the military va.lue-

of their settlements. They introduced ;
salt farmming, and their example made
indigo . culfivation so popular that _‘-
dyeing became one of fthe 1mporha.nt '

o
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Anarchy (1766-1792)

The retirement of the Dutch from
alabar was hastened in part by the
,'pea.ra.nee of a ccmet in the Malabar
finnament. It was Haidar Ali of
"Mysore In 1766 he coriquered Malabar,
nd transferred the lands of the Hindus-
o all sought safety in Travancore-to
is co-religionists who befriended him.
jut Malabar proved only a running

»

‘only behind their stockades. The re-
forcements that Haidar sent to Malabar
‘could not achieveanything. T'wo princes,
the Ravi Varmas, uncle and nephew, of
e Zamerin’s family, became the leaders
[ aguerills war unparalleled in the
istory of any country. Haidar tried
break down their resistance by a
pqlioy of terrorism. From Manjeri as
base his soldiers carried fire and sword
throughout the countryside Houses
ere burnt, fruit trees cut down, and
“oabtle destroyed. Every Nayar who
?ha.ppened to fall into their hands was
* hanged, and his women and children
sold into slavery. It is even said that
by an edict the Nabob degraded the
Nayars below the rank of Pariahas, But
* all these only stiffened the opposition.
To such straits were Haidar’s officers
gand men reduced in Malabar that he
~ was glad to buy peace by conferring a
"':Jaglm' in Ernad on the Ravi Varmas,
; ‘ﬁ"‘%asasalast and desperate measure
- to put down the Nayars and subjugate
the country that Haidar's son &nd

c
2
fr
{
3
;
e
4
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ore to him. The Mysoreans were safe

‘that there would be no peace between

successor, Tippu, declared a sorf of
jihad against them, compeliing them to
choose = either the Koran or death.
But perseoution proved fatal to its
author as it has always done in history. -
In 1790 the English Bast India Company
made an alliance with the Ravi Varmas
against Tippu, promising to restore
their lands and powers when Tippu
should be expelled from Malabar. In
1791 the Sultan’s forees were compelled
to leave Malabar, and by the Treaty of
Seringapatam in 1792 he ceded Malabar
to the English. But, instead of return-
ing it to the Zamorin and other
chiefs according to the trea,ty of 1790,

the East Tndia Company established
its own authority in the land, saying

UMl il Jede g B L
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the Hindus who now began to return !
from Travancore and the Muslims who
had occupied the lands in the absence
of the former.

Progressive Impoverishment under
British Rule (1732-1346) ;

With the annexation of Malabar
by the British, began a revolution in
the history of Malabar. The whole |
of Malabar was now brought under one
goverment, and the numerous princes
and priucelings who had been fighting
amongst themselves retired from the
arena to enjoy in aristocratic indolence ,1
pensions which the British gave them
as & solabium for the loss oi their rights
and as an 1nduoement or security for

# T .A..;A




TaE SEA-BORNE TRADE OF MALABAR

A e o Bl — A AR R St

 their loyalty and good behaviour. The
dmarm&menh of the country deprlved
the Na,ya,rs of their heredlba.ry ccou-
,patuon The new administration of
justice which superseded the village
panchayat with its quick disposals on
the spot in favour of a far off judge
who oould take cogmisance only of
- what he had nobt seen, known, or heard,
gave ample scope for the leisurely
unemployed 6o indulge in their fighting
propensities in prolonged, expensive,
~ and suicidal litigation. Ere long, the
- new land-tax, exacted from the land-
~owners in place of the former military
service, was shifted to the shoulders
of the tenants, who were being ruined
by ths new tenancy laws which the
~ courts oreated by constructive intei-
pretation. Deriving their knowledge
- from persons who were either ignorant
of past history or who wilfully closed
their eyes to make the most of the
,é.]tetjed circumstances, the new admini-
strators made a mess of the tenancy
system, and forged in the anomalous
or monstrous Polichezhuttu -(ososlegy
#oo) or Renewal, which had been a rare
event under the original rulers, occurr-
ing only when land changed hands by
‘purchase, coaquest, or confiscation,
an excellent weapon for the oppression

of the tenants by unsorupulous land-
- lords.

‘_ In the meanwhile, the new methods
bh&t were heing a.dopted in Enghsh
agriculture ‘deprived Malabar spices

of their importance in the Enghsh an %
European markets. As no crops conld

be raised in winter, the people o\
England and of Furope also, in th
absence of modern facilities like cold*
storage, slaughtered all the a.va.llahlg
cattle in autumn and pickled and
preserved the meat in Malabar spices
to serve as winter food. But in the
eighteenth century England began to
oultivate winter fodder and breed ocattle
for food. So, though spices still form ten
per cent of our exports as they ha
done in the past, they lost their
commanding position in the Huropean
market. A change in the habifs a.ni
tastes of the people in Europe will &fv
once stop their demand for this, our
most import-export trade in pre-British
days. Again, the Industrial Revolution
in England killed our cotbtage industries. °’
The mass production of cheap ecloth
avd other consumers’ goods ruined our
artisans. Further, if with regard to
spices our = position *has becom e
precarious, we are not more fortunate ia
respect of another of our staple pro&ucta o
-timber. With the denudation of
forests in England for making charcoal,
the English had come to depend  more
and more on Malabar timber for ship-
builditig. But the steamship made of *
steel has no use for timber or coir, two
articles for which the English had been

ready to do anything for the Zanmonn
before the annexation of Malabar. =

More disastrous than these and mom
cumulative in results - were the new

S
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Bl deals and fashlons which came with the
rulers Steeped in the English
rine of Free Trade, suited to a country
 England with fully grown up indu-
ries and manufactares, our intelligentsia
‘its face against discriminate
tection for our industries and judicious
stance to our struggling artisans
outing parrot-like the English economic
- of “ Hands off trade and
ustries.” They were not able to detect
foundational fallacy of the material-
civilization of the west. They
lowed themselves to be caught in the
jriangle of want-wealth and welfare,
king that without want no wealth
ould be produced, and without wealth
could not be any welfare. The

It was at a time when the market
- our exports was shrinking our demand
- imports tended to expand, while the
it side of our trade was dwindling
debit side began to mount up. The
feature of the British period in
r has been the steadily growing
y of the people..

Future

From this short survey of the sea-
rne trade of Malabar during the last
ive thousand yearsit will be clear that
al&tba.r Free, though divided, was more
yrosperous than Malabar Unfree, though
ited Till the British cccupation she
d been receiving every year a huge
antity of gold and silver to the
yance and dismay of the government
countnes whmh bought her goods.
ike the ‘Roman emperors the Bntxsh
‘—Parhania‘htfalso passed ]aws restnctmg

the export of gold and silver to the east.
But after the annexation of Malabar by
the East India Company the flow of gold
and silver from the west to our land
gradually ceased ; the stream dwindled
into a trickle and finally disappeared
altogether, Though the import of specie
is not now the sole criterion of a country’s
prosperity, it is very valuable as showing
how the wind blows. After all, money
is. money, and money is power.

In the ten years ending 1877 the
total value of our imports was Rs.
16,00,00,00,0 and of exports Rs,25,00,00,000
Sixty years afterwards, during the
ten years ending June 1939, our total
imports had risen to Rs. 29,00,00,000
and exports to Rs. 35,00,00,000. Though
our total trade has increased by a little
over 66 per cent it is not a matter which
we can be proud of. It is an evidence
rather of deterioration than of improve-
ment. Though impoits and exports have
both increased they have not done soin
the same proportion. In the first period :__:-
their ratio was 16:25, in the second
25 :85. In the former, the imports formed
64 per cent of the exports, in the latter, 33
per cent, The increase in exports is not
keeping pace with the increase in
imports. Exports are lagging behind
and imports are every year gaining
ground. It means that Malabar is becoming
less and less productive of goods and .'_j
gervices useful to others, and more & more
dependent on others for her requirements.

But Malabar can still recover the
ground already lost. As the outside
demand for spices depends now on
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: nothing more'pérmanept than changing
. fashions and tastes, her sons must find
 alternative uses for them. Instead of
- exporting coconut and copra, she can
herself extract oil and vegetable ghee,
and manufacture oil products like soap
Export of coir should give place to the
export of ooir products. In the same
way instead of sending out her timber
~in the form of planks she can work
them up into boxes, furniture. etc
Boat building was a very flourishing
industry at Calicut when the Portuguese
~ came in A. D. 1498. But it is now only
- a faint relic of former days. How
much Malabar has lost even in the last
~ forty years may be found from ths fact
that while in 1903-04 the tonnage of
. mative craft that entered the Calicut port
had been  of the total tonnage, in 1938-39
it was only 1/18 The restriction of
coastal trade to country oraft will go
a long way to revive this rapidly dying
industry.

The progress of Travancore in the
last five years shows how much
government can do for trade and industry,
But Malabar is now tied to the chariot
wheel of the British Empire even as

JAI KERALAM

other parts of India. Provincial autonomy
has indeed loosened the bonds to som
extent. But, unfortunately, it has give
little relief to Malabar. Her voice
very feeble in the provincial legislature.
She is a Cinderella; her Telugu a
Tamil sisters appropriate all the dainties
leaving her to enjoy only the crumbs
The only hope for Malabar is
separation. If Cochin, comprising onl;
1418 sq. miles can be a State with
government of its own, Malabar, foui
times as big, with an area of 5788
miles, can certainly eonstitute he
into a separate province. The advan
will, however be much greater if ]
whole of Keralais organized into a separat \
political unit. Malabar and Cochin have
been with Travancore a geographica
cultural, and linguistic unit from fi
immemorial, Travancore, has an a
of 7621 sq. miles, a little over Malaba
and Cochin combined, Union is alwa
strength. If the parties belong also
the same race, speak the same languag
and cherish common memoriés, ide:
and customs, their union under o
government will make them irresistibl
In the KERALA PROVINCE therefo
lies a great and bright future not on

for Malabar but also for Coclnn a
Travancore.
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The Role of Go-operation in the Rural Economy of the Provinca.
W. R, S. SATTI‘IBIY‘;ANADHAN, LC S.

[As one who, as the Registrar of Co-operative Societies of the Province of Madras till recently was
responsible for the growth of the Co-operative movement in the province, the author hera
visualises the great possibilities of the movement in the nation-building processes.|

 Introduction : India is predominently
an agricultural country. It, therefore,
neeas no emphasis that problems relating
~ to agriculture have the most vital bearing
_oﬁ rural-economy. It is found in many
ya;rts of India as indeed in most European
ntries, thatin spite of the rapid growth
of commerce and improvements in
~ communications,. the economic condition
of the peasants has not made as much
progress as it should have done, that
‘there has been an increase in indebted-
ness, that usury is still rampant, that
gricultural methods have not improved
: d that the old unsatisfactory features
- of a backward rural economy seem
destined persistently, to remain.

; "_,:» Tha.t capital is an essential pre-requisite

for agricultural production is an
- indisputed axiom. The normal source of
credit, viz., the ordinary commercial bank
s generally closed to the avera ge
agriculturist. The limitations of the State
as supplier of rural credit are too obvious
to need repetition. The loans made under
the Land Improvement Loans Act and
the Agricultural Loans Act have been of
help to the more substantial class of
"‘.gultlvators who could offer the necessary
;segugty,c;putqthey have left practically
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- co-operative credit

untouched the Ilowest strata of
agricultural community whose need
credit is even greater. Hence the bull
of agricultural credit was and is suppli
by the *well-to-do agriculturists, fl
village sowears, or the profession
moneylenders. It is against this ba
ground that the formation of =r

societies and the
part played by them in the rural econom:
of the country have to be studied.

Though credit is a pressing need
the ryot, supply of credit alone thron
co operative credit societies cannot solvs
the economic problem of the agriculturi
and bring about substantial bettermen
in village life, It is being increasingl
recognised that, what is. required” iS¢
comprehensive and sustained co-operativ
plan of work, touching all aspects
rural economy such as marketn?
animal husbandry, subsidiary occupati
distribution etc. This is what non-cred

pting to do. Co-operative sale
marketing societies and marketinrg fad
ations, milk supply societies and unions, =
weavers' societies and other cottage

industries co-operatives, consumers’ co-
operative storos etc. are among the most.
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important institutions coming under

. this category.

It is true that co-eperation in Madras
began as a credil movement and has
mained essentially as such. During
o last few years, however, the movement
as made all-round progress and to-day,
operative marketing of agricultural
luce, co-operative dairying, co-oper-
jive procurement and distribution of
oodgrains and other essential commodi-
les, co-operative schemes of increasing
_.‘agi'icultural _production are as much in
vidence as the beneficent activities of
.operative credit institutions. Never-
‘éicss the movement is still predomi-
nantly rural in out-look. This is as it
ught to be, because agriculture is the
in occupa.tlon of a predominantly
rge secﬁon of the community. In any
heme of socio-economic development of
@ country, the betterment of the living
: :’eqnditions of the rural population should

‘societies have been and are playing in
‘this direction is briefly summarised in
the fol]owmg paragraphs.

Rural Credit

Provision of short and medium term Credit :

’ Thé credit needs of the agricul-
utists are mostly for short periods for
meeting seasonal cultivatign expenses,
'i;urchase of manure, seeds and agricul-
'l meIements, discharge of petty
or deb’hs etc. Agricultural credit
sties aré‘ formed on the principle of
‘ Iy unlumied héﬁnhty 'é.ii'd
credif : o?ﬁmaﬂ 6n the collectlve

o the aim. The part that co-operative®

security of the members; they are jointly ,;
and severally liable for the debts con-—.",
tracted by the society. Theissue of loans |
on reasonable rates of interest to a.gri?.
culturists for productive purposes for |
short periods with prompt recoveries |
is their main object. A part of the
capital required is raised by small |
investments by members by way of |
shares and deposits (which represent the |
savings of members) and the bulk of it |
is obtained by way of loans from thq.,_'
co-operative central banks which are
the financing agencies. On 30th June
1946, there were nearly 11,000 rural cr'edii:fj
societies in this province with & member—
ship of about 62 lakhs and paid-uj
share capital of over Rs, 159 lakhs,
The deposits of members accounted for
over Rs. 17 lakhs and the borrowings 1
from the financing banks totalled Rs, :
936 lakhs. As against Rs. 266 lakhs
issued as loans to members, over Rs. 242
lakhs were for productive purposes such'?”
as cultivation expenses, purchase of
cattle, improvement to lands, purchase
of lands etc. The working capital of
these societies was nearly 43 crores of
rupees. Members of agricultural credlt
socletles have, during the last few yea.rs
been repaying their loans in lncreasmg
numbers and amounts on account of the
rise in the prices of agrlcultural produce
As against 61 per cent of bald.il{c'é iﬁ%'
demand on 30-6-1939, just before the
commencement of the war, the percentag
of overdues on 30tb June 1946 was
the lowest on record for about th
The Jeductlon in ‘o’\re’rr ues %’ﬁ
during

o

S ?‘a_‘

r

o

decades 100
the decline in loan b o

."‘
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~ war-period point to the comparative
~ absence of demand or pressure for money
F(')n the part of the agriculturists,  many
J‘-hof whom were able evidently to meet
: thelr cultlva.tlon expenses out of their
'-"current income.

There were 299 agricultural credit
- sociefies in Maldbar on 30-6-1946 with
& mewbership of 21,307 and paid-up
- ghare capital of Rs. 1.32 lakhs. They
gave loans "to their members to the
~ extent of Rs. 2.39 lakhs during the
~ year 1945-46 and rccovered Rs.
~ lakhs from members, leaving a balance
: :.’fof 4,67 lakhs outsta,ndlng on 30-6-1946.
The working ca,plta.l of these societies
amounted to Rs: 26.86 lakhs at the epd
- of the year.

- During the last four decades of its
existence, the rural co-operative oredit
. system has, no doubt, been of assistance
- not only to the agriculturists who have
" joined the societies but also” to the
ryobs in general by’ bringing down the
rateés of interest in~ the countryside.
This is a no mean achievement Still
the village. money-lender plays a
~ prominent role in the rural economy of
the Province. According to the recent
- teport of the Co-operative Planning
. Committee appointed by the Govern-
-ment of India, the proportion of eredit
- supplied by oco-operative societies to
. agriculturists was  estimated ' at 17%

and * that by money-]enders at 78/ :
‘Committeé on Co- opera.ﬁlon in

~ The
ﬁaﬂ 8 *(1‘?39 40) éstimated that n’ly

(s .,h,.g g L R R SRV

' population

2.06

_money-lender.
.opinion of the recent Famine Inguir

‘aredit and that policy in relation to

of the Provmoe was beneflbted
Cc-operative credii orgamsat'aons Th‘
perceuta.ﬂe of the whole of Indla. arnv'

Though the spread of
opera,blon would provide the bes‘ﬁ an
bhe most ldsf.mg solutlon for bhe probT'

(1939-40) exammed this aspeot of |
problem and recommended &
legislation should be urdertaken f
licensing, ~ control and regulation
There is also the weig

Commission (1945) that the privaf
money-lender will continue for a long
time to come to be the main ageney fi
the distribution of rural credi
particularly short and medium ter:

rural credit must be based on the
acceptance of this fact as well as on th
recognition of the need for 1mprovm
the working of this system.

It cannot but be admxuted that
the finanaial fa.clhtle’é aﬂ‘brded‘ by rural

crédit “Sooibtics, " 16" the' "'(Sgrmu}ﬁunst
Eudthe Madun e 0 SS9 BIET G0 it S




COMMERCIATL, KERALA

i

extremely meagre and should be
giderably improved. There is a school
thought which considers that the
ent position of the co-operative
it movement is not such as to inspire
nch hope that it can be made to play
ubstantial part in financing
riculture, much less to become the
lo supplier of such finance in the
amediate future. Agricultural Finance
-Committee of the Policy Committee
Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries
overnment of India) which recently
mulated schemes for post-war plan-
g of co-operabive credit system has
gested the formation of agricultural
it corporations to replace the private
money-lenders. The merits of the pro-
| need further examination.

- Nevertheless, the supply of short
nd medium term credit to the agriocul-
gts on a co-operative basis is admit-
y the best solution, provided oco-
operafive credit reaches the bulk of the
tyots and is more elastic and readily

ailable Many of the village credit
gocieties in the province are not econo-
mic units by reason of their poor
membership, low chare capital, inade-
ate busivess turnover, insufficient
'&)ai‘gins resulting in losses etec. The
erage membership in a rural oredit
sooiety was just above 60 and the average
are capital Rs. 537/- on 30th June
946. The average loan outstanding
per member on the same date was Rs.
50/- while the average loan outstanding

S R R A RE T A O

per indebted members was Rs. 100/-.
This means that only 50 percent of the
total number of members are indebted
to the societies. 43 percent of the
societies (4,631) worked at a net
loss of Rs. 12 €9 lakhs during the year
1945-46, 437 societies worked at neither
profit, nor loss, the remainiog 5,766

societies worked at a net profit of Rs.
6.46 lakhs only. The average net profit
per society was Rs. 115/- only while
the average net loss per socicty was
Rs 274/-. These features point to the
absolute need of reorganising the existing =
societies as sound economic units 80 asé
to make agricultural credit more elastic,

cheap and prompt.

The delay in the grant of loans and
the fear of unlimited liability and the
consequent aloofness of the more well-
to-do section of the agricultural classes
are other factors which impair the
officiency of the system. The problem
of reorganising the co-operative rural
oredit structure has, therefore, been
engaging the attention of both official =
and non-official co-operators for some
time past. There is a school of thought
which considers that institutional credit
being for the good of the agriculturists,
the voluntary basis of rural co-operative |
oredit organisations may be altered and |
that statutory compulsion may be
introduced to make all eligible villagers,
members of co-operative credit societies
or at any rate to bring the representatives
of all the families in the village into
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Lot

‘ fhe movement. But this suggestion misses
the essential point that co-operative

institutions are volunfary associations;
and compulsion in any form is alien
to the fundamentals of co-operation. A
more conservative body of co-operators

~ feel that the purpose might be achieved

_ througsh a comprehensive programme
ot éxpa.nsion——a. five year plan of village
~ oredit co-operabives 80 as to bring every
vyillage within their influence.

But a

" more practical suggestion will be to

‘select areas in the

make a definite beginning in certain
province almost

~ immediately, without prejudice to the

~ considerations

expansion of rural credit
It is in view of these

that there

general
gocieties.

iS nNow &

. proposal to form rural banks on limited
- liability bhsis in select areas in each
. district and to study the results of this

~ experiment.

The distinguishing featare
of the rural bank will be a large area
of operations extending to 20 to 25
villages, a representastive body of directors
and an executive Committee, a whole-
time paid secrefary, provision of short-
term and mediam term oredit facilities
and of loans against jewels and produce,

. provision {or cash-credit accommodation

- for credit-worthy ryots

on adequate
securities such as continuing mortgage

~ bonds to meet emergent requirements

ebe. The rural bank will tap rural
rescurces by promoting and accepting
various kinds of deposits such as fixed,
84 vings, ourrent, thrift, etc. The

ot
]

formation of such rural banks and their
successful working will, ‘it is hoped,
largely contribute to the elasticity of
rural credit and the ultimate tackling
of the problem of rural finance on a
more sabisfactory basis. o

Long-term or mortgage credit

P T
i ?—‘%<‘ﬂ$‘i’1’u§
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Co-operative Land Mortgage Bafnki‘:_ ::
Co-operative institutions which provide
long-term credit to agriculturists for
the discharge of prior debits, for effectin,
permanent improvements o land ete.
are as important as rural eredit societies
The growing indebtedness of th
agriculturists in India and Governm‘ent’;: :
anxiebty to eradicate this evil Weare;‘;g
responsible  for  the formation of
Co-operative land mortgage banks and.::‘__
in 1925 the scheme for the organisation
of primary land mortgage banks fo
provide long-term credit to fihe:;‘;
agriculturists was approved by the
Madras Government. Originally banks =
were to raise. funds by the issue efﬁ_{‘_‘f%
their own debentures. With the increaseg;
in the number of primary banks fhe
need for centralising the issue of
debentures was felt. The Townsend
Committee on Co-operation in Madms’;‘éﬁ
(1927-28) also recommended the
formation of Central Land Mortgagg-:?
Bank. The Madras Central Tand
Mortgage Bank was started in 1499
and thereafter the issue of debentures 2
by primary mortgage banks was stopped,
and the Central Tand Mortgage Bank

i




the issue ot debentures which are
gquaranteed by “the Prov1nc1a.1
ornment. The present 111mb of

’ G ‘ernment gua.rantee is Rs. 4 orores
'a.‘lnst which the debentures in
eirculation at the end of the year 1945-46
ere nearly Rs. 325 lakhs. The
niral Land' Mortgage Bank issues
6ans to the prlmanes at 5% interest
pnd ‘the latter at 6% to the ultimate
borr dwers.' "There are at present 119
r:ma.ry “land mortgage banks’ WJth a

'm‘betshlp “of over' 84 030/— and pa1d-

" loans issued by them and

tanding on 30th June 1946 were
er Rs: 245 lakhs,

Dunng bhe war period there was

:nmary banks; the loans issued to
‘ smbers reachmv the rock bottom of
iB 30 la.khs in 1943-44.
| y be a.ny doubb that agriculturists
fu’l; adva.nt-a.ge of the rise in
oultuml prices and in ‘land values
'repald their loans in sadvance either
{ !""fuIl or in part f:om either increased
comes or by sale of a portwn of their

8 ‘uange for the bet,ter
,ri%qrea.sed to Rs. 4118 lakhs while
gvance repayments came down to Rs.
}) la.th The liberalisation of the
: Of Government in enha.nm ng the

’ders.ble fa.ll in the loa.n business

There can

Loan busmess

second loans for all purposes qpeclﬁed“
1n bhe by-]a.ws and the system of va.lumg'

pre-wa.r value provxded
exceed  the average “of the pr
pre-war values, have a.ll con
the a.ttmvmenb of the ple-wa.r Ievel of ‘
busmess

The primary mortgage: banks in
the West Coast have fot ‘made much |
hea,dwa,y on account of the pecuha’
system of land tenures and the person
1aws prevalent in the area..

Ce-operative marketing of agricul- |
tural produce : From- the point of view |
of the rural population, the majority of
whom are agriculturists. the markesing
of agricultural produce at advantageous |
prices is very imporbant. It is well
known that bhe ryot does net of‘teu‘g
a reasonable share of the consumers’ price,
Co-operative sale societies have been
started 1n the provirce to enable tih\e.,é
agrlculturmb to hold over the produce
by advancing bim loars against prd‘duo'e'.f_;-:%
There are to-day 189 co-operabive sale
or marketing societies and marketing
federations dealing with a membership
of 96,000 and a P&ld up share capital
of Rs. 12.67 lakhs There has been a_! :
gradual decline in their business dunng' ]
the war period, because the sysbem of. :
regulated purchases of foodgra.;_ns frog__:r-.‘_f,
producers at ceiling prices offered no
incentive to the ryofs to hold up their
produce for a betagar market. Flowever;
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the loss of buisness has to some extent
been compensated by other activities
such as processing distribution of
com post manure, steel byres, azes,
agricultural implements eto.

There were 3 sale societies in the
district of Malabar with a membership
of 3,309 and paid-up share capital of
Rs. 0.68 lakhs. These societies issued
loans to the tune of Rs. 8 22 lakhs on
the pledge of produce during the year
‘and collected Rs. 751 lakhs leaving a
balance of Rs. 5.32 lakhs at the end of
the year. The value of stock received
a8 pledge and sold by them amounted
to Rs. 10.17 and Rs. 1155 lakhs
respectively.

With a view fio develop agricultural
marketing=~of paddy and groundnuf on
& scientific basis, a five year plan as
part of the postwar plans of the Madras
. Government was drawn up. It provided
for the comnstruction of 530 godowns
at a cost of about Rs. 78 lakhs and for
the Finstallation of processing plant
such as rice hullers and decorticators.
The scheme has recently been modified
to apply only to food grains in the first
instance and the details of the revised
- scheme are being worked out. When
the schemes come into operation the
_entire province will be covered by a net-
work of co-operative marketing societies
with adequate storage facilities and
the ryot in She village will be enabled
1o eliminate a host of middle men and

secure for himself a fair share in the
consumers, price of & g ricultural =
commodities. i

Co-operative Milk Supply

Co-operative milk supply provides
a remunerative subsidiary occupation to
the rural folk and ensures the supply of
pure milk to the urban population, and =
there can be no doubt the co-operative :
schemes of milk supply can piay & =
beneficent role in the rural economy_,'
of most villages. particularly those
adjoining big fowns The ocondition =
created by the war afforded a.mp!e-_
opportunities to co-operative milk
supply unions and societies to develop--? :
their trade. There are to-day 253 milk =
supply societies and 91 milk supply -
Unions. Most of these societies are ‘,i
situated in villages adjoining big towns
and cities, and generally the

milk
produced by feeder societies is collected
through motor lorries, pooled in the =
union and distributed to the state
hospitals, jails, civil population and-gi‘
the military. During the last ¢o-
operative year the milk supply societies
in the province sold milk to the
value of Rs. 42.65 lakhs. With a view
to inorease the production of milk,
Government are advancing interest free
loans to ocattle owners through the
milk supply societies, for the purchase
of milch animals, and during the year
1945-46 a sum of Rs. 4.18 lakhs
was advanced for this purpose.

v caeer iU s St R 14 i
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early 525 members on rolls with a
up share ocapital of about Rs
0. Dauring the last co-operative
f sold milk to the value of Rs.
00, and .bye-products to the value of
00/-. 'The Union issued loans to
embers for fhe purchase of milch
mals to the extent of Rs. 26,955/-.

Poultry—Farming.

The formation of egg marketing
cieties has helped therural population.
sheme sanctioned by the Government
g the year for the collection and
ting of eggs through co-operative
mdtketing societies 80 as to increase
supply of egags available to the civil
lation, was worked through 33
ies formed at select centres. of

h two are in the Malabar District.
2 Societies in Malabar purchased
ecrgs to hhe value of Rs. 2 ‘714 and

| all the societies coming under the
theme collected 5,10,940 eggs to the
ne of Rs. 37,446/-.

~~'I(o-upuative societies for the promotion of
‘ aariculture.

ides credit and marketing societies,
e are various other types of societies
1 aim at improvement to agriculture,
particularly in furtherance of the “Grow
More Food” oampmgn Go-operabive

The Calicut milk supply Union

0o such

+ @X-servicemen.

irrigation societies have been formed
for undertaking 1epairts to irrigation
channels, tanks ete. which get silted with"
sand during rainy sea;son‘sl’é.ﬁd also for
keeping them in good repair and for

-regulating and supervising the dist-

vibution of water through them, though
society is now working in |
Malabar. But when the post-war plans

- for-building anacuts to some of the rivers

in Malabar are carried cut, there will
be very great scope for organising such
sociefies in Malabar also. There are
also Agricultural Improvement Co-
operative Societies which supply their
members with improved varieties of
seeds, manures, fertilisers," efic. and

Agricultural Demonstration Co-operat-
ive Societies which demonstrate the
use of better improved varieties of seed,
manure and appliances by running
demonstration plots.

Another important type is the °
co-operative land colonisation and co-
operative land reclamation societies
which aim at bringing waste and
unreclaimed lands under cultivabion, :
thereby promoting farming. There are |
+6 land eolonisation societies excluding
those recently formed exclusively for
About 3,000 colonists |
were engaged on agricultural colonisation = |
during the fasli year ended 30th June“_;“
1946. Nearly 10,950 acres were held by |
the members of those societies of which .
8,300 acres were brought undes eultivation
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the colonists by giving free grants to-

wards share capital, purchase of seeds,

~ bulls ete., interest free loans for purchase’

of implements, sinking of wells ete. and
gubsidies and loans for the introduction
of cottage industries. There are also
15 Jand reclamation co-operative

'. societies in the Canvery Deltaic districts

of Tanjore and Trichinopoly. Out of
14,250 acres of land to be reclaimed by
these gocieties they have so far reclaimed
11,239 acres. Goveroment have recently

‘A sanctioned a scheme for the reclamation
~of 1,600 acres in the Cauvery-Mettar
projeoct area through co-operative

~ societies.

Loans to the extent of Rs.
95,285 were advanced to the members

. during 1945-46 for reclamation of land

~and pearly 760 acres in this project

: weavers’

area were reclaimed during the year.

- Viilage artisans and co-operation.

HANDLOOM INDUSTRY.

Next to agriculture the handloom
industry supports the largest number
of persons in the provinoce which
produces the largest quantity of
handloom cloth among all the provinces
in India As the majority of weavers
live and work in villiges the bulk of
co-operative societies operate
As in other spheres of
.co-operafive  activity, the war has
generally given an impetus to the
handloom weavers’ societies and to-day

1in rural areas.

there are 33t~weavers’® societies with a

membership

of 63,500 commanding

nearly 39,500 looms. - These socicties
produced during 1945-46 finished goods
worth Ra. 311.74 1akhs and their finished
goods are marketed through the net
work of sales emporiums opened all”
over the province oy the Madras
Handlcom Weavers’ Provincial Co-
operative Society ' which supplies yarn
to the primaries and oco- ordma.tes their
aclivities. :

In the Malabar district there were
14 weavers’ co-Operafive sccieties Wi"ﬁ_li
a membership of about 2,400 and a paid
up share capital of Rs. 71000, Nearly
3,800 looms are working under the
supervision of these societies. Théd*
value of goods produced and sold by
them during the last co-operative year
was Rs. 865 lakhs and 8.54 lakhs

respectively.
Other cottage industries

Cottage Industries Co-operative‘:
Societies are organised with a view t0
provide the agriculturists with subsidiary
occupation and to beneflit the rural
artisans such as leather workers, toy-
makers, pctters, mat-weavers, metal
workers, coir workers etc. by organising
them on a co-operative basis. These
societies provide raw materials to th
rural artisans and market the finished
goods to the best advantage withont
the intervention of the middlemen. g
Special reference may be made‘to_‘,;

the Quilandy Artisans Co-operative
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cieby in Malabar. This society
nufactures artistic wares of quality
nd workmanship such as lamp-stands.
'ger bowls, scissors, knives, bathi-
nds, ash-trays etc. which find ready
~ During the year 1945-46 it manu-
jured arbioles worth Rs. 3,000/-.
I'he society was receiving a recurring
ubsidy of Rs. 10/- per month from
Government for one year to meet the
lerical expenses. It has applied to the
vernment for a recurring monthly
nt of Rs. 256 to meet the pay of
anager ebc. and for a capital grant
Rs. 1,000 to purchase an oil engine.

Consumers (o-operation in the countruside

bne of the achievements of war-
ime co- operamon in this province is
8 progress made by the consumers’
ocieties in the country side.
fore the outbreak of the war there
e only a bhandful of rural co-
perative stores; but to-day there are
22 such stores which form more than
60 percent of the total number of pri-
ry stores in the province. It need
rdly be stressed that the profound
hanges brought about by the war in
ihe rural economy of the province are
lly responsible for such a remarkable
pansion. These village co-operative
tores have on rolls about a lakh and
/0 thirds of members who have
untarily contributed a share capital
Rs. 27.9 lakhs. They deal mostly

T
3 ;- pvaNe

- years of the war,

in food ‘grains and oontirol]ed arhcles,

such as sugar, kerosene, etc. though the
well-established stores include also
cloth, paper, consumer goods, agrioul- =
tural requiremendts, oattle feeds efe.
among their range of goods. The value
of annval purchases for the year 1945-46
amounted to Rs. 369 lakhs while the
sale turnover reached the peak figure |
of Re 390/- lakhs. |

In Malabar there were 51 village |
stores societies with a membership of |
12,700. The purchases made by them

and sales effected by them amounted
to Rs. 47.6 lakhs and 51.0I Ilakhs
respectively. g

There is no denying the fact that these |
village stores have performed during the
and are performing |
even now great social service to the |
villagers in ensuring equitable distri- |
bution of food-grainsand other essential
commodities in  short supply, and
1n putting down, subject to their limit-
ations, the anti-social evils of profiteer-
hoarding and black-marketing.
Their existence side by side with the
private shops has exercised a salutory |
influence on the system of private retail
trade, which is all to tbe good of the
consuiner. : :

ing,

Besides village stores, as many as
568 rural oredit societies have also been |
permitted as a temporary measure tq
purchase foodgrains and other controlled
arblcles and distribute them to memba:s

TR 7 e S ?;'-’5: %
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 and non-members supplementing the
~ work of consumer stores.

‘  In Malabar 27 credit societies have
~ been permitted to undertake distribution
: .of foodgrams and 25 of them also deal
in sucar and Kerosene.. The value of
articles purchased and sold by them
amounted ‘to Rs. 1519 lakhs and Rs.
 16.89 lakhs respectively during the last
- co operative year. :

: Food Procurement and dnstnbuhon in

' villages.

: T'he advent of the popular Govern-
~ ment has given a fillip to the consumer
E—;"’_tbovement in general and o co-operative
pr'ouuremenb in parbicular. To render

 the food administration effective and to
associate non-officials with the work,

. Government have issued orders for the
'f‘,"f-quvna.tion of village, taluk and district
‘committees every districh
with “the object of entrusting these

;bddxes with - administrative matters
~ connected with procurement such as

serutiny of demand lists, issue of ration
cards etc. and to get the actual
_ procurement done - tarough co-operative
organisations wherever they exist and

~are willing to undertake it or wherever
bhey can bé organised.

in

Many of the district co-operative

: wholesale storeshave beenentrusted with:

~ procurement work. The value of food+
- grain’s procured by these Co-operative

: wholesale stores during the year was Rs.
280.41 lakhs. The services of primary co-

- operative storesand oredit societiesin
 villages are being utilised along with

approved traders for retail disbributi
of both the imported and proocur
foodgrains to the publie.

Till recently the, Malabar C
operative Wholesale Stores were engag
in procurement work in the Alath
Sub-Taluk. During the year it procured
paddy to the value of Rs.42.97 lak
and released  stocks to the extent of Ri
45,43 lakhs during 1945-46. Adlter ¢
formation of the producer-cum-consum:
societies in. Malabar the co-operati

wholesale stores have been relieved
this work.

Special societies in Molabar District.

The schemes— procurement and
distribution of foodgrains-have enter
rather a novel phase in Malaba
distriet, where district-wide rationi
has been in force for the past one ye
or more. The new proecuremen |
operations and distribution which
on a district-wide basis, aim at &h
elimination of wholesale importers and
stockists of foodgrains, and entrustmen
of the work to producers-cum-consume
co-operative secieties: specially form
for this purpose. About 106 producers
cum-consumers co-operatives have no
been: formed, and the response of th
public’ and  the- collectionr of shanr
capital (about Rs. 46,000) in particula:
have' been: commendable, f " thess
societies function successfully, Malabar
will- have the distinction of havin

evolved a new type of co- operatng
enterprise.
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lusion:

This note gives principally a bird’s-
view of the development of the co-
rative movement in the rural areas
he Province, the contribution it has
far made to the rural economy and
e possibilities of the movement for
‘accelerated promotion of rural welfare
uplift under a planned scheme.
operation has touched the fringe of
o8k every important aspect of the
1 economy; and I sincerely hope
ab in the years to come, co-operation
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®  THE CALICUT CO-OPERATNVE URBAN BANK, LTD,

KALLAI ROAD, CHALAPURAM P. O.

A Dremier Co-operative Institution—Under Government Supervision.
Advances Loans on the Security of :-
IMMOVABLE PROPERTY, GOLD JEWELS, BULLION,
PERSONAL SURETY and on PLEDGE OF FINISHED GOODS.
—LOW INTEREST AND EASY REPAYMENT FACILITIES—

To the Residents of the

CALICUT MUNICIPALITY AND THE REVENUE VILLAGES OF
KOTTOOLI NALLALAM, NADUVATTAM,
VALAYANAD & NELLIKODE.

—ACCEPTS ALL KINDS OF DEPOSITS—
For Particulars, Apply To The Secretary.
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will have a much greater role to play

_in the re-organisation of village lifein

this Province, provided the faith of =
the people in the prineiples and methods ;-
of co-operabion remains undimi-
nished. Co-operation is process of
evolution, not revolution, It is voluntary =
in character and oan succeed only .

if the people feel a real economic need |

and join together to get it sabisfied |
through ‘collective endeavour. Regi-
mentation is foreign to co-operation and

may prove inimical to its stablhby or
progress

%@@@@*@@g-
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Why lndla Starves

M. R. MASANI, M. L. A. (Central)

'.L,[The author of the two famous books-~* OUR INDIA -’ and ““ YOUR F0oOD ”--Mr, Masani tells America in pla
= language the causes of our impoverishmeut.
by kind permission of the Author.]

1 ¢ SEP1947

'MADRA?;

This is reproduced from “ N aTioN”

: Ah American engaged in the good

 cause of collecting funds for the relief
of the victims of starvation in India
recently mentioned in the course of a
letter to a friend in India, the reasons
generally given by people in the United
~ States for not doing anything to help.
iHls list included: '

~ India is so far away that we aren't interested.

India has always bhad famines and always will
have famines; if vou save them this year,

they’ll die next year,

 More fond means more children and just as much

starvation--so why help?

- The Indians are used to famines and because of

their religion they can starve without

suffering much.

 The Indians are inferior people and not worth
helping.” Sub-bpman massess live in Indias

not individuals.

- Nothing can help the Indians until they become
Christians and stop explomng and klllmg
each other.

There are fabulously rich Indians; why don’t
they be'p tneir own people? Why should

we give money tosuch a wealthy country ?

1It’s Britain’s job; let her do it.

' India's starvation is not our fault. We didn’t
-
- bomb India nor did the war affect her.m ¥

2
X851 2.00

Three Misapprehensions

Writing from India, one is inclined
to leave to others nearer home the task
of convincing Americans that the people
of India are not really ‘sub-human
“that their mass conversion to Christia
ity is npeither necessary nor adequate
for the solution of India’s food probler
and that, religion notwithstanding, it
is as painful for an Indian to die
starvation as it is for other human beings.
No doubt the India Famine Emergene:
Committee’s mission, which toured Indi
and the eminent journalists attached
it will apply themselves to this task ¢
their return home The facts set out:
this article may, however, dispel three
misapprehensions that would appear to
be current among American readers:
that more food for India means more
children and just as much starvation
that India is a wealthy country and tha
fabulously rich Indians do not. hel
their own people; and that World War II
did not adversely affect India’s food
economy. ' £

A New lew

It is necessary to distinguish bet=
ween the present crisis and normal
conditions in the case of a country like
India. The food situation is, of course,

2. 1M A
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,alivays grave in a country such as ours
iere the masses of the people have. in
y best of times, barely one square
al a day, where a balanced diet is
known except to the well-to-do, and
ere the shortage of food is normally
) great that there would be no food at
for 115,000,000 of the population if
16 rest of the people were provided with
i 'normal diet. Today, however,
hdia has struck 'a new law. Drought
bfail and winter has led to a failure
f crops resulting in-a drop of between
‘and seven million tons of food grains
i addition to our normal annual deficit
000,000 tons: To the extent that this
ot made good' from overseas in the
Bmaining months of 1946, the people of
a-will have 16 starve beyond' their
mas't’:m and many may have to die.

Fcctors leading To Famine
HOW dOSq 1t ha.pperl the rea.der w1ll

afﬁémit of’ 'the world’s total stock of

00,000,000 is in such™ a plight today ?
w-not mssrble here’to go into'the long-
nge causes of this paradox beyond
ating that an obsolete system of
! tenure  with only - a third of the
~owned by those who till it, a
antry denied literacy and burdened
‘debt, holdings fragmented till they
irop o an average of three or four acres
er‘family, the absence of irrigation over
e tracts of &.country depandent for

O EATE I daos e winaiey

/of good seeds; modern implements and

fertilisers have all played their partin
- producing this tragic result. ,

Shortage of Cultivable land

It has been urged, mostly by Brltlsh
publicists, that the rapid increase in
India’s population is as important a
cause of India’s: misfortunes as all the
factors mentioned above: - It isestimated:
that an average of 86 acres of cultivated ]
land is available per head of popula.tlom s
in this country. As againgt this, nutrition'
experts in Americahave calculated that:
3.1 aeres per head ‘are required to produce
a “liberal diet,” while even for: whatis
called “an emergency restricted dief,”
1,2 acres per head are necessary. In the
light of these figures, it is clear that the
‘fratlo of cultivated area to population is
distinctly on the low side in India. Is
il i increasing , or decreasing?
Though the evidence is conflicting and
the statistical data of the Indian gevern- 'f;.
ment notoriously unreliable, one might
not be far wrong in concluding with Dr.
W. R. Avkroyd, until recently Director
of the Nutrition Research Laboratories
in Coonoor and now-on the staff of the
Food and Aguculturergamsatmn that
“the available evidence suggests that
the area of land under cultivation is
not inereasin g ~ proportionatelv to
population growth so that the ratio 1%
decreasing. 9.5

LIl ey
S OIS S

This does not, however, mean that
the chronic starvation of people in India
is caused by over-population; for we have
by no means exhausted. either the limits
,of cuitwable la.nd or. the pdss;bwllttes ‘of 2

UM LY
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the land already under the plough, which
on an average, vields only a fourth of
what it does in England and a third
of what it does in Japan. All it means
is that our food production must catch
up with the increase in our numbers,
the rate of which appears to be quite
. modest when compared with those of
several other countries in the past few
decades. Between 1870 and 1930, our
population increased by 30.7. per cent;
that of England and Wales by 77 per
cent, that of Japan by 113 per cent; and
‘that of Russia by 115 per cent. It should
not be difficult, therefore, to agree with
the conclusion arrived at by an American
writer, Kate L. Mitchell, who says:
“There is every reason to believe that by
making full use of her resources, India
could support a far larger population
than at present. The cause of Indian
poverty is not the rate of population
growth, but the fact that India is a case
of arrested economic development.”

War worsened Situation Further

This is Indfa’s long-term problem.
What has apggravated the sifuation in
‘ ~ the past few years has been India's

involvement, as a part of the British
‘Empire in a war which was not of her
choosing, with the consequent wartime
loss of rice imports from Burma and
Thailand. The presence of a large force
of British, American and other troops
who lived to & varying extent on the
eountry, the inability of the peasant to
abtain even Xis normsal supply of tools

and fertilisers, and the failure of the

British Government in India adequately.
to mobilize and augment the resources
of the country all contributed to today’s

emergency.

Food and finance are by no means
unrelated; another complicating factor

has been the inflation resulting froma
persistent expansion in currency since

:
e

‘
:

1940, This currency expansion was the

means devised by the British Government

s

to pay for the services and materials it =
drew from India for war purposes without
parting with anything tangible in return.

Speaking about the effect of this dubious
expedient, the present Secretary of State

2

for India Lord Pethick Lawrence said
in the House of Commons on November

4, 1943 that *‘he thought the main
cause of the present famine (i. e., the
Bengal Famine) was that a large
number of people in certain provinces
had not the purchasing power to pay
for such foodgrains as would keep
them alive, For that inflation, the
Government of India and nobody else
could be held responsible.”

In 1943 the Government of India
appointed a Food Grains Policy Com-
mittee, with Sir Theodore Gregory as

chairman,

to consider the increasing

gravity of the situation. That committes
recommended that India import a million

tons of food grains every year, that
being India’s average annual
before World War II. The committee
also advised the initial import of half

imports

a million tons extra to help buildups
Central Food grains Reserve to meet
precisely the sort of situation we are
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ing today; but unfortunately the
vernment failed to pe suade the British
allied Governments to make available
» necessary shipping facilities.

- Indian Rations. Further Cut

What is India domg to reduce the
t of the blow thatis about to fall

eed-up its "Grow More Food” campaign
ich has alread y broughtsome 11.000,000
re acres undor food crops during the
st three or four years. Efferts have
bern made t1 g~t a greater proportion
a'n into the common pool and
es like Bom!ay and Madras have
nvdlved scheni = of compulsory lavy
b eave to the peasant little more than
' e needs for himself and for hig
| nta.
' ar has also been extended.

e ration that was in force when
«@#esénb orisis develcped some months
a8 ‘s pound of cereals daily for
- Thnat this is no princely ration
n be seen from the fact that it was
so fhe ration provided torcriminals
"I‘ljdi-an- prisons and prescribed as a
nimum by the Famine Relief. Code.
People in the United States  may not
ige that for the mass of our people,
'é"ﬁ.\'era.de “per capita”
“5"0 a year, the ontlre diet consigbs
in alcno—that meat and ﬁJ) mllk
les a.nd fruit “are, heyond then-
ThLS“mea'fre muon has . now

by as much as 25 per. caqt
wnd 'women a;?x;;ected

income is

- Awerican consumes.

wher? The Government has tried to.

The rationing of food grains

.poWder. S

to subsist on a ration of only 12 ounces
per day, yielding about 1,000 calories
as against the 2,800 calories they require
for a healthy existence, and as against
the 3,000-odd calories that the aver&ge

Qurs is a ration of which it can be
fairly said: “It is so little that a man
cannot live and so much that a man
cannot die” Cdmpambivnly efficient
administration in the _ affocted - a.rea.sf
today saves people from dying on the
scale that they did in Bengal in 1913
when according to the Famine Inquiry
Commission, two and a half millicn
people lost their lives. Bufno ali.cun
of eficiency can save the entir
population from chronic starvation nor
prevent a whole generation of stunted
infants and children in a country which
had dreamed, ab the end of fthe
World War I1. of entering a happier era,

India Asks For Yer Due

That is the background against
which India’s representatives dn the
new -International TWmergency Food
Counci! have been trying .to persuade
the Governments and people in S‘riou);“?
hemisphere to come to our
agsistance. . We in india do not W‘a{un‘:
beef or ha,m or pork as other cohntries ;,
do. But we desperately need wheat and ;
riee to keep ahve, a.nd our., h un g EY
children canusea 1ut oi mvported m;lk ;

5
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- India asks for What is her due. She
- does not go to tihe refst ~of the world
: w:th the begging- bowl.

_ 'I'b.e; _India.‘n ‘people, given half a
chance, are prepared to do their duty
by themselves and by the rest of the
world. It is for the people of more
fortunate countries to comsider their

“ -:_'"' mgmmwmmmmmmmm Fepufeunuusi
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are today facing famine through n
fault of their own, bub because natur
has conspired with war. Must th
people of India sadly reflect with th
poet that this is yet another case wher
“knowledge comes but wisdom lingers?
It is for the Government and the people‘e
of the United States to answer.
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FOREST WEALTH OF MALABAR.
By
M. P. SIVADAS MENON, M. A,

= jA first-olass Shikari, the author has closely studied the vast wealth hidden within the great forests of
Malabar. If would do well for the enterprising Industrialist of Kerala to study
this illuminating article]

: When we think of forest wealth,
- the first picture that leaps into our
vision is that of our vast timber deals.
Naturally and at once we think of the
greas regions on the mountains and _on
- the levels, where loggers work all the
~ year round with hordes of skilled
~ labourers and haulage-elephants, and of
~ the many square miles of river front
~ on the coast where great grey piles of
potential wealth lie strefched on the
- mud-flats awaiting the cali of the
~ foreign market. To have some idea of
the magnitude and value of all this
work, one has to realise that, next to
Vancouver, Kallai (in Calicut) is the
greatiest timber yard in the world, and
thas Baliapatam in North Malabar is
not very far behind; that centuries before
Christ, Malabar teak rivalled the cedars of
Lebanon; that for scores of years in our
own times, we have been sending the
soundest building material to every part
of the world; and that during two long
‘penods of recent wars we supplied quite
; thtee-fourths of all the constructional
peads of battle and rehabilitation on
various foropts in Asia and Europe.

4=

The trade has inherently something
of an autoguarantee principle. Man;
have orashed on i%, of course, but the
have been almost invariably reckles
young sparks who ventured into f
depths before they could swim in th
shallows, or wasted in anticipative magn
ficence the money that should hawe
been conserved for the quirky needs ant
fluctuations of trade, Such men yvaul'
not have made good in any kind
business. The really careful man hai
always been able to double his capita
in a single season in the slowest of
times; while in periods of boom as
during the war years he could multipl
his investment from five to filty fold iz
a twelvemonth. Many a wmwan on bhe
coast 4nd elsewhere who started in
small way and came into good money
in a very short time will tell you that
a forest is really so much green gold. 3

This is not the whole problem, ;
however. We will speak of it later.
There are a hundred associated inter-
ests which we have to think of if we are
going to take full advantage of all the
possibilities which Nature meant us to

. <
i3
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evelop and enjoy when she put us on
s wet strip of narrow Paradise
'ween the mountains and the sea.

of Travancore leased out to an
rican firm an area of about a
red and fifty square miles of forest
nd for clear felling; the major timber
as to be made over to the Sarcar free;
he rest was fo beused by the firm for the
)aking of charcoal or any other purpose
y thought tit. The Company made
lwaye their headquarters and built
p workmen’s lines, factories, hospitals
air-conditioned residential Quart-
nd offices in the true American
imporbed machine saws, jeeps,
Ors, and bull-dozers, spending
ons of dollars on staff and equip-
and obther arrangements.
ons are to follow. Now the Ameri-
does not waste money. What is
gteat idea in all this expenditure ?
firm expects to make a lot of
reoal from the inferior wood which
11 that their contract allows them,
nd out of this they hope to, evolve
ammonia and other gases of high clem-
-'ég.'l value which would pay seveial
es cver the money they have spent
1 are going to spend on what a
ne forest worker in Malabar would
ider a rather incomprehensible
eme: Similarly, they shipped off
ge quantities of earth from Travan-
o their own country. People
10 wondered why they did this foolish

'o fake a recent example: the Govern-

More

. or crooked,

“ thing are just being told that the sands
contained Monazite deposits so invalu-
able in atomic research: Since May
1946 the Travancore Government have
Prohibited export of sands from th
State. ;

How many such subsidiary inter
ests exist in our own country of whic
we know nothing or next to nofhing
The future depends on the researc
student and his practical Fision.
imagine it would be a long time befor
we_are able to find out and work up al
the technological possiblities which li
hidden in these magical regions awaitin,
the Midas touch of science. Mean
while, we allow to run to waste a grea
deal of easy natural produce the price
of which will heavily surpass all th
profits of our supposedly main trade i
timber. We will consider a few.

There is, for. instance. the fir
' wood industry, usually oconsidere
tobe a very minor matter. Not al
Y trees grow straight or full bodied in th -
jungle. In the constricted growth of
dense regions large numbers go stunte
cluttering up acres an
acres of ground. These have tobe cut and
removed for the sake of better planting.
Tt is no waste at all, for beyond clearing
areas for now plantations it furnishes
great quantities of firewood of . the bes& P

factory requisitions. Thousands of
tons of such 1rregula.r growth may be
cut a.nnuaily ~in ther BIZB a.n_d
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< k{gi_xape and calorifio
- which industrialists require.

- illimitable supply of bamboo.
_ if we have yet quite realised all that
~ we might do with this giant grassi
- Nothing so lends itiself to quick facile
. - construetion.
 of a respectable residential shack with
. ifina few homs as jungle-men have

ForEsT WEALTH OF MALABAR
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quality
Actually
some factories on the coast are now

- employing this supply to their own
~ advantage, but few people realise how

tremendous is.the reserve available for
future industrial development, or what

" an excellent source of income it is for
- the owner of forest land. A good deal

.of it is now being wasted in domestic

. potboiling and local small trade of the
~most unprofitable kind.

- Much more important is the almost
I doubt

You may build the whole

~ been doing for centuries, or you may

| construct with it a serviceable bridge as
~ army

engineers have demonstrated
~extensively. You can make paper out
~of it, or mats and sereens and fans and

- rafts and drinking vessels and furniture

and fencework. It is really a sort of
magician’s wand with which the
ingenious man can do a_thousand useful
things. A single bamboo coming down
to Kallai (Calicut) costs four to eight
annas, and large quantities come on
as ralts for flcating down Leavy timber,

- There are millions of acres of the soft

swishing green material to be had on
our hills a.wmtmg transformation to

: utllxtyforms. Unorthodox varieties also

[}

exist in great qua.nhmes The slm!‘.a
tubular growth called the “oda” im

Malayalam is in itself usefdal for many
purposes, and the stiff, all-fibre sort
(Erangoal) which is now nsed for lances
and lathis can be put to far more agree
able service in constructional rworili
The youngest brother of the family isit
the flexible rattan which submits itself |
to weaving work in different forms of"
graceful basketry and furniture.

There are grasses of different sort
from which the primitives weave utilit:
mats as also wonderfully arbisti
creations according to quality of mat
erial. Tmagine a syndicate who wi
study the question and encourage thes
craftsmen with money and other suppﬁiﬁ;u
a whole world of beautiful and profitable™
industry lies here. There is also the
lemon grass from which an aromatic,
oil of high medicinal value can be
extracted. Yet 'another is plentifully
available as thatch, cocl, golden stuff o
be had for the enbting year after year..

And what about fodder ? Ooliector
Galleti has never tired of telhng us_
that the main problem in Indian agri-
culture has been the feeding or rather
the underfeeding of cattle. His idea
is that enough land is not reserved for
pasture. Now it is nob possible for the
small farmer owning half an acre or

less to fence off any  considerable
portion of his holding for grass,
Nor does the who -does

Jenant
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little oultivation himself care as much
for livestock as for his immediate
income. Between the two, cattle are
~dreadiully neglected and assume
‘the pariah dog appearance peculiar
o Malabar, And yet there is enough
.;grdss in our jungles to feed ten times
: Gtu ‘real stock, The only thing required
is a system of roads and transport
whioch will open up these areas. Our
- cows may then beat those of Nellore
and Gujarat and give the Malayalee
the milk and butter of which he is now
- 80 woefully starved. The Moplah eats
‘the cow entire and does not miss the
“ghee or the buttermilk, The Nair and the
" Thiyya are too good Hindus, to do this,
but have not the domestic commonsense
o get from her the essences of life that
- she can give. No people in the world
—-'liilss the real significance of the cow
‘as her non-brahmin worshippers 1n
- Malabar seem to do.

: 1 have sometbimes thought that the
~ best place for a dairy farm would be in
. the vicinity of these great grass areas
instead of in the cities; But here again the
problem of eificient transport comes in.

Great stocks of tea and coffee and
oranges are alréady being grown in

f@? the bills. These are world needs of
¢ heavy priority and correspondingly
;;.-uhigh priced. Planters have told

me that a single fea shrub brings in
.48 much as a pound sterling’ per
~ annum, peb, and that coffee is almost

equally profitable. Allowing for possi-
ble exaggeration, it is evident that a
five hundred acre plantation consisbting
of many hundreds of thousands of
shrubs must be worth all the heavy
initial outlay many times over in a few
years—after which money flows in
five or siz-figure amounts from season

to season, making recurrent ‘expenses
a mere bagatelle.

.Rubber works out in much the
same way. Twenty-five years ago &
pound of prepared rubber sold at
thirfeen Rupees. That golden time has °
vanished long since. Maldyan and
South American competition and the

_great depression which followed the

War (1914-18) made this beauty price

‘slump down to four annas a pound; ab

one time it almost looked as if the work
was hardly worthwhile; the Govern-

ment of India found themselves obliged
to prohibit fresh planting and to limit =
stringently the quota produced by each
working estate. This ocontinued for
some years; but conditions improved
rapidly during the recent war when
Malaya passed under Japanese ococu-
pation and Hitler’'s U-boat campaign
very nearly nullified the supply from
the New World. Today rubber is in
greater demand than ever, and India
gets a reasonable price for her supplies.

On the whole the prospects are looking

up.
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The maia peint is that as in the

~ case of tea and coffee, prices depend on
,perfection of factory work. Planters

who are content to make shoddy stuff

.~ or sell tea leaves and coffee berries and

rubber latex in the raw oannot expect

_vre‘véna. tenth of the prices which the

producers of perfected material can gef.

. We may say here that neglect of the
h’galth of the labourers on estates is

another important factor. Compan-
ies under English management usually

- provide for efficient dispensaries with
~ a competent staff of visiting doctors

to fight wmalaria and dysentery and
~other diseases incidental to jungle areas.

- Indian owners very often neglect this

necessary provision for labourers’ health
with the result that they find working
oonditions usually unfavourable to
themselves.

- Of natural products in the jungle,

the most easily available is; perhaps,
honey. The romance of its formation:

and oollection would require a whole

~ paper fo itself. Without going into

undue detail we might remark that it
ogeupies junglemen in large numbers
working at night with torches on danger-
ous slopes and gullies among the preci-

- pitous rocks which are favoured by the

bees in collecting their stores Great
quantities of thick black stuff are to be
scooped up at infinite personal risk. This

. is done by the Pamiyas at nominal cost.
Considerable processes of purification
-are required before the stuff becomes

available for marketing. One may say
however that during the process the fﬁ
quality suffers much too often, and that
the fluid available as honey in the
bazar is a highly diluted version of the
real thing provided by the bees. :

It is almost uunnecessary fo say
anything about our great stocks of
spices, varied kinds which have made
our name aromatic in the world since
the dawn of Bur-Asian history Pepper
and ginger and cardamom form fthe =
most important of these gifts, and oa
cover crores of Rupecs under scientific
production and judicious  markebting.
The world values tnem not merely as
makers of zest in food, but also as
prophylactics and medicinal drugs of =
the highest order. What other funct-
ions they can serve will be discovered
by organic chemistry of the future Of
these spices, pepper is the most valuable;

its price went up to forty rupees for a
bundred pounds at one tims.

BT TR i B

We have then many kinds of berries‘A
of which emblica (nellikka) is the most \
authentic of all Ayurveda's rejuvenators.
At present we let deer and wild pig eat
up most of it and content ourselves
with a limited supply for medieine and
for pickles. Suppese we planted it
extensively in special areas (as we easily
might) ; we shall conserve for ourselves
those principles of elimination of toxins
and rebuilding of tissues which these
orystal berries contain, and prepare
great stocks of health-giving food as

PR e
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valuable as ‘chyavanaprasa’. Indeed,
ﬂié ‘phalasrut: (advertised potency)
n the subject of emblica seems almost
pure exaggeration. It is actually claimed
at the old become reborn into youth,
a6 hair, teeth and nails fall off and
row again, and that lung troubles of
every kind and even mental aberrations

5o

are curable through its virtues by itself
and in combination.

. Many different kinds of food also
_exist in the form of fruits, roots, and
tubers. Of fruits there are the alkaline
pasua (valuable also as medicine and
il producer), the orange, (benifical in

svery condition), the nux vomica of
“great pharmaceutical value, and many
her varieties. I myself know several
irieties of tubers which provide tasty,
putritious food to hundreds of thousands
nglemen. Some are soft and powdery
hen cooked over the embers of a fire,
hors fibrous and a~little coarse. They
*g"‘re full of nitrogen and sugar, and

keep the hillmen in the pink of

condition. Some tribes know next to
- nothing of the oultivation of rice, and
';;n live largely on these roots, supplemented

_ with the meat of such birds and a: ‘mals
E.as thr—y e¢an trap or shoot. Shoulc the
tsecret of vhese roots and berries become
,extensnvely known, we should be able
!rto grow them in garden patches of our
~own, and the problem of malnutrition
%%nld recede gradually from our daily

life, T may mwention that of late many
- wide areas are being tried with tapioca,

St s

.can do in these regions.

particularly by Christians from Trava-

ncore, and that in jungle soil it seems

to grow to much larger size and acquire
a more delicate flavour than the country
variety.

Of purel§ medicinal shrubs there

are illimitable supplies, some of which
are known to wus, and many quibe
unknown. Thus there are sgaid to be
two different kinds of plants fhe roots
of which form an absolute cure for the
bite of the most venomous cobra. 16
is claimed that the leaves have the
characteristic Naga markings on them,
and that the mere scent of the drug
keeps snakes away. Junglemen some-
times do get bitten, but they olmm
that they seldom die of snakebite.

myself had a few specimens of the ro_ot,
but never had occasion to fry them,

I once asked a friend (a noted foxicol= .
ogist) about the efficacy of these roots

and creepers. He had heard of them,
but confessed that he felt nervous abouf

clumsiness or failure would mean the
loss of a human life. I suggested :few
experiments on animals. The gooa ‘an
was quite horrified at the idea of gelving

a small animal deliberately bitten by a

cobra for finding out a fact which mighs
not be there.

Apart from marvel stories, there i is,
I believe, a good deal of research which
first class pharmaceutieal laboratories
Industrial

f
?

3

=
trying unknown drugs in cases where
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_.chemistry can also do much work of
+ lasting benefit. When teak leaves sprout

~.oub in tender shoots, they yield a lovely
- purple dye. The bark, leaves, and flowers
fof several other trees and shrubs hold
~ other delicate tints  Soience has to

~ isolate and fix these chromatic prinociples

- and_to make them available for daily
~ effects, especially in the decoration of
~ feminine clothing.

Juices and resins form another re-

~ diable source of income. The best known !

Not |
5 . of all medicine being that th tue o
- all of such possibilities can have been | o Y

__"_.of the species is the ever-useful lac.

tested or developed scientifically.

-Many marvelous claims are also
‘made on the therapeutic value of certain

animal fats and tissues and glands. T
. am not a chemist myself, nor a mediocal
man, and T mention them rather

dubiously for what they are worth, in
- the hope that some oné sufficiently
~ curious and technically qualified would
experiment on them and come to a con-
~clusion one way or other on matters
which may be of permanent value to
all of us

~ Thus, bear’s grease is stated to be a
great remedy for nervous disorders like
epilepey and hysteria. The {fat of deer
is believed to be a palliative for burns
and scalds. Peacock fat is said. to pro-

_Inote suppleness of bones and to prevent

- pernicious ossification of the joints in
~age and after acocidents. Similarly,
python-fat is believed to be an infallible

e

remedy for leprous and allied skin dige '
ages. Indeed, I know jungle people wh
trap these giant snakes and dine off big
slices of them just warmed over a fire,
It seems to do them no harm af aﬁ A
Tiger meat is sometimes scrambled for as
a remedy for asthma and nerve debility.
So are certain ductless secretions of the
crocodile. Surely the saurian who can
keep an hour or so under waterand then
come up and breathe like any lan&n
animal must have pulmonary virtues o vfc'
an extraordinary quality. The theo

an organism is transferable through food
into a deficiency organism, our ancient
medicoes recommended spe.01ﬁo meabs &f
fats for a variety of diseases otherwis
difficult to cure. Another curious belie
I have run up against is that tbe blood
of the boar is a dependable remedy for
rabies. Generations of hunting men ha.'v'e"’ji
sensed the fact that the dog is curiously
attipathic to the pig. I can tell youa
good deal in exemplificaticn of this, btﬂif
as 1t might take us rather far out of our
way, [ shall limit myself to the statemen&
that a pig which would disembowel &
tiger or a leopord squeals like a baby :
when set upon by a couple of hefty dogs., .
However this may be, the fact seems bo- .
have given our jungleancestors a kind 0£ ,
hypothesis from which they gained &
conclusion that the pig is a remedy
for the dog gone wrong. Every time &“
boar is killed, huntsmen soak a rag in
the fresh blood and keep it against the

day when a favourite dog or child mlght:
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ke the dread taint of hydrophobia,
hereupon they wring out the cloth in
sh water and give it to the afflicted
to drink, and wonder of wonders, the

rrors of suffering!

At least, that is what they say. |
ve not tried it myself. Can any
ntist work on this, howsover foolish
ay seem? One fact iscertainly known
___“*rné from personal experience. Teething
roubles in babies baffle our doctors many
me and not infrequently end in
edy, An old lady of my acquaintance
lent me an elephant’s tooth which
e recemmended me to make into a paste
er a rubbing stone for external
ication over the baby’s jaws The

; was marvellous. Both diarrhoea
| local pain ended in a very short time
‘the baby was all right.

1 have sometimes been approached
distinguished Agyurvedists With a
quest for the leg-bones and marrow of
n; It appears they form a reliable
medy for certain forms of infantile
ralysis. Or again it was a young blade
hose hair was thinning rapidly, and
heard that the dung of bison had
at hair-growing powers: could Mr.
on get him a little of the marvellous
nsorial manure? Mr. Menon was sorry,
he was not a scavenger collecting
8, wild or domestic. Now, bison-
- takes a lot of time and money.

@ physician nor the dandy was
11 0 risk purse nor person in the
nture. and the expenment never qulte

e al

ild or the dog is saved unmentionable -

“mountains.

. evolved

came off. Some day, however, I hope a ¢
real scientist would look into the question
and find out if the bison can esupply

some kind of an answer to infantile
paralysis or to alopecia.

Similarly, one hears legends of the
marvellous qualities of sexual rejuvenation:
possessed by the flesh- of the monkey,:
especially the black species of the

of middle-aged persons who are glad to
pay a good price for the carcase of these
poor creatures in the desire to become
efficient in sex once more with the aid of
the aphrodisiac principle of the meat. I
ghould have dismissed such claims as
purely apocryphal and foolish but for the

provocative suggestions of the Voronoff

experiments. One fact I certainly know is
that the meat and the essences of the ibex

(the Chhagala of ~Agurveda) which lives

high up in the mountains and is supposed
to feed on herbs and rockfungus (Kanmada)
are of almost magical virtues. -
it may, the fact remains that this great

goat provides delicious meat the effects

of which seem to pervade the system for
weeks after. Oar
from . its juices and
auxiliary medicaments a tonic which was
supposed to be especially potent as an
aid to a failing nervous system,

1t is especially effective in nasal and
pulmonary affections.
who had been suffering from nasal catarrh
of a particulary offensive kind (peenasa) .
for many years in spite of varied expensive

treatment and who joined us by accident
in an

ibex shoot on the Palghat -

I know there are any nnmber -

Be thisas

ancient physicians
certain ©

1 know a man
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mountains. He got considerably relieved
in a couple- of days. We shot a goat
the very first evening and dined off it the
same night. The programme continued
for some days. By the time we came
down, the man had been completely cured,
and he has never had the unsavoury
- trouble again. Whether the effect was
due to the therapeutic effects-of the meat
or of the mountain:air, I am unable tosay.
~ From a prime male which we shot,we made
many pounds of Chhagaladi Rasayana
(a tonic) which we distributed awong
friends who reported very satisfactory
results except one oldish man of
* presumably rheumatic tendency who said
- that his knees became swollen and painful
after he started taking the stuff.

Actually, of course, the question of
vigour depends on the early use or misuse
of allotted reserves of energy; no
medicament, however marvellous, ‘can
'réplenish that which has been unwisely
_wasted. Losses, however, which are due
16 accident or disease ared e finitel y
: repiaceable; we have, in nature, the means
of doing so and of prolonging natural
energy and longevity. The jungle holds
- the secrets,

Speaking of animals in general a
gi‘eat source of profit lies in antlers,
horns and hides, and the beautiful skin
of various kinds of snakes. —

To go back to economics, apart from
all fanciful speculation, timber in the
major saleable categories is of different
sorts. Teak, sttraight-growing and termite-
proof, is the highest of all these classes.

in grain and durability to that available
in Burma and Siam. It is the most
valuable part of our timber trade. ltis
interesting to think that the very word
teak now known all over the ‘world comes
from the Malayalam word Tek, Rose-

a

wood comes next in value. It isnotas

toygh as teak, but has a more delicaté_}l ‘
colouring which can easily be heightened
with a little varnish. Nothing else is soé
effective in ariistic furniture. Irool ia.?i‘é
another very valuable form of tlmberg
noted for its toughness and durability.
It is useful for heavy beams and girderi;"s_jq
and has been used as the main principle
of support in old Malabar architecture%fﬁ:
from the earliest times. At present,
construction is not so heavy, because
buildings are becoming mere rent-fetchers. _'
The timber is now used extensively for
the making of railway sleepers, because
it is capable of great resistance fto trying
conditions of heat and damp. Millions of
sleepers have been exported from Malabar
within the last seventy years. There
was a time when a single sleeper cost
as much as thirteen Rupees. The price
fell heavily within the last depression,
but the war set it soaring again. An
ordinary sapling yields just one sleeper;
the rest of the tree goes as firewood.
A big trunk can, on the other hand, yield
several sleepers, This is a great trade
at present, but it looks as if the coming

of re-inforced conceérete and steel

ke

o
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: tifui:e‘a would create something of a
imp in the future. Tf this happens

lable for major kinds' of timber

= ¥

- There gre two other kinds of timber—
Kari Maruthu and the Vella
aruthu, excellent working stpff of the
vy variety di fierentiated in
)earence, the one, dark and serrated
the bark, the other, smooth grey
y. The pali growing high upon
‘hill sides is especially valuable
Te work requires straight length.
are supplying these trees mainly as
for shipping, and they fetch
ordmary prices because of their
rity and the difficulty of transporting
unbroken down the steep hillsides
e river. Actually, about sixty per
b of them are splintered into match-
0od when they are being taken down.

There are many different kinds of
mber not so tough in the grain which
are available for commercial purposes.
[hey are called lightwood in general,
ough in real fact they often grow to
‘very cousiderable height and thickness.
‘They are mainly used for the making
packing acases, plankwork of the less
urable kind and the making of match
jicks, The Cotton wood tree is an
ent example of a very wide species

ﬂﬁ!i;bhe couantryside arethe
1biquitious lggk[mit.\t:e}g and the still
ore common mango tree

» great trees would be increasingly

and other

common varieties in many kinds of
daily uee. In the more ancient of our
counfry homes we find prodigal use
made of the Jackfruit tree in the form
of doors, ceiling, pillars, and front room
seafs so broad and thick and heavy that
the present day builder is astonished at
the.amazing waste. Sometimes a whole
pillar is made from a single tree of
cyoclopean size, and this work is
furnished with wonderful carvings and-
infinite arfistry of lacquer—an art
whiol is already dead among us because
of lack of encouragement. All too soon,
perhaps, grey reinforced congrete will
take the place of all this material; the

loving oraftsmanship and design will

give way to mechanical monotony of
utility tenements, geometrical in plan,
dull in eolour, and duller still in spirit.

The price of timber is calculated
in Malabar in the Kandi as unib (about
thirteen cubic feet). The value of a log
depends however on the number of its
Kandi content ; the price of a log which
has seventy or eighty cubic feet is
heavily disproportionate to its actual
kandi calculation. That is to say, while
» log of one kandi may fetch anything
from twentyfive to forty Rupees, a log
which contains four or five kandis may
run up to sixX or seven hundred Rupees:
Prices were very low twenty years ago,
ranging from five to fifteen Rupees &
kandi. At present they have risen
steeply as may be seen from the following
table calculated at the kandi unit :
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Pali ‘
~Irul ,, 40-50; Teak »» 60-T0;
Bosswood y 60- 70 Jackiruit tree 55-65;

Mango tree Rs.-25-35.

-These figures cover twice or thrice
_over the cost of work done at different
- stages of the trade. The logger who
~ does the actual felling, the man who

chops off superfluous limbs and shapes
the log, the carpenter who bores its
~ thinner end fto admit haulage oables,
~ the elephant who does the hauling and
 gtacking, the expert who does the
~ measuring, the bamboo eutter necessary
_for the making of rafts, the coolie who
~ prepares ropes from creepers and tendrils,
~ the watichman who floats down with the
- raft all the way to the coastal dump,
- the maistries and accountants who keep
tally for the day and for the week—

- all these have to be paid and kept in

humour. Rent has to be paid for
stacking places; capricious demands are
made for right of way over intervening
private interests. '

The ommission of a single payment
due fo schedule discredits a trader
permanently. Remeinber, too, that much
of the business is done on borrowed
money, bank oredits, and even hundi
transactions repayable in ninety days
at a hundred and twenty or more per
cent!

Labour was cheap in the old days.

A wood cuﬂ;er or other kind of coohe:’

had only to be paid elght to twelve

- Rs. 60-70; Maruthu Rs. 40-50;.

- sun and fall into a deplorable slump of

annas for a day’s
were correspcndingly low
all cost of cutting and transport r&ng
from three to five Rupees a kandi.
present, of course, labour condlﬁlons
increase ib to thrice the amount or raore.
Profits depend very largely on the
distance from the place of origin fo th
primary transportation base.

U Y ﬁ«“i EMI

Transportation itself is elther by;
water or by road. The best example*
of profitable floatage is from leambur.;g
to Kallai in South Malabar.. The next:
in importance is from certain Norrﬁbug
Malabar forests down to Ba.llapatam.
From June to almost December t.hem
rivers run full; great quantities of heavy
timber come sweeping down, kept afloat
with light, cunning raft-work of bamboo,

Sometimes the rains fail too early,
and the river subsides foo qulckly.
Stocks of excellent timber are left onm
the banks awaiting the nexXt monsoons
They wilt and orack under thé summen

depreciation. The canny trader wh
knows the danger leaves them nearlyiv
buried in the mud of the river flats even
as his ancestor used to do all the pal
myra leaves on which the old granthams
(precious documents and books) were
written, The stuff is in very sa.txsfs.obory
condition when the next rains come and ;
the river fills once again.

Transport by lorry is mainly from
Wynad and other areas where water in

LR LV Cohatd TR RS S s T,
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ad. It has one disadvantage that the
oarriage of logs ab their full length is
- 1no possible. A fourteen-foot vehicle
ocannot safely take forty or even thirty-
foot logs. The law permits a projection
hree or four feet beyond the wheel-
ase ab the rear—not more. The drivers
dd another three or four feet on their
".éwn-responsibility, but it is at great
sk to themselves and to other traffic.
‘Even so, a log has to be cut into half
r even a third of its natural length,
nd loses correspondingly in price.
oh wood is not fit for any heavy
onstructional work, but only for
cific piecemeal trade like furniture
r plywood.

- I suppose, on the other hand, the
1oss is made good by the prices of the
labter, Furniture is really made from
plints and castoffs of major work;
Plywood is also made by a process which
conserves material wonderfully, and the
rofits are correspondingly high. The
usiness was started six or seven years
ago in Malabar and has already shown
hree to four hundred per cent profits
n any intelligent outlay put into it.
a0 Bahadur V. K. Menon was our
toneer in both-manufacture of furniture
d plywood ; many others have followed
is lead very profitably.

This is by no means the end of the
story. It is just the beginning. How
much other ~profitable thought and

ny;‘- steady depth of flow is not to be

work lies in front of the entrepreneurs
of Malabar.

All this raises the question of fhe
terrible denudation of our forests which
has been going on unstudied and un-
checked for many years. A well-consi~
dered plan is now urgently required for
the preservation of forests, well-checked
cutting followed by scientifically
planned replanting. The British Gov-
ernment have, for years, tried to seb an
example of profitable management:
under a scheme of clear felling once in
twenty or thirty years followed by
careful replantation, Realising the value
of forest as property, they started since
1860 acquisition of great areas of forest
from private owners and they organised
a great staff of officors and experts such
as Conservators, rangers, foresters and
guards whose duty was to inspect every
atea, classify and number every tree,
attend to replanting and to the sale of
timber, construct broad fire lines in_'
order to prevent the spread of forest
fire, check the unauthorised cutting
and removal of timber and firewood by
means of a sytem of licensed stamps
and marks, and do the various other
things necessary for preservation, The
private owner never learned the lesson.
He is mostly a necessitous landlord
who leases out his forest for some
immediate necessity to any monied
trader who comes along The contractor
cheats him on time, on quality and

A~



 quantity.
several not included in the contract:
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Every variety, - including

is cut and removed, usually on what

18 called a kuttikanam basis (so much

~ for stump-) usually from four annas to

. Rupee while the dealer gets fifty to a

- hundred Rupees or more' for each log.
The landlord has usually not enough
- of staff or energy to check or control

~ the cutting or to do a sale on his own

~account.
~ confractor makes a forbtune,
' "jfﬂrest is ruined.

He gains a pittance, the
and the

As for replantmg, there is no

scheme at all; it is simply not done.
- Unfortunately the landlord has enou:h

AN ——
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_acreage o lose upon, and is content to
~ receive inadequate amounts in unfami-
~ liar lumps from time fo time.
Karanavan is pleased for the time to be
~able to pay off a pressing debt or to do
- something for his wife and children before
- hedies. The polioy is, after me the deluge.

The

" The result” zs,’ everywhere, wit
private owners, & gradual thinning o
forest land without a ochance of |
afforestation. Recently, the Advis
Government in Madras made one lash
despairing effort to mend this stafe ¢
things. They sent round special opi.}

servators to individual forest owners
offering to take over management on

basis of annual pgyment less expenses
nothing came of it. The impecunious
ness of the landlord and fhe cunuin|
of the trader have defeated all the 8
congidered regulations from the ver
beginning, and things ate not going "‘“-
improve very much hereafter. How
far the new legislation from Madras
is going to be effectfve, remains to b
seen. One hopes that it will not end

in a mere shifting of the centres oii'j
corruption. '

In reality the future wealth o
Malabar depends upon our own good
sense and foresight in the mana.gemenk,
of our particular plots of ]ungle ;
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Nationals Abroad,
By
N. RAGHAVAN, Barrister-at-Law.

"The author who was the President of the Indian Association, Penang, and was the Finance Member of the -
Azad Hind Fouj under Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is one who has been agitating against ?
the injustice done to the Indian nationals in the Malay Peninsula ]
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Ever since the infancy of Civili-
sabion, India has been sending her sons
~ abroad, not to exploif weaker peoples
i but to give of her best to less developed
. or fortunate countries. Indeed, the
- parb that India played for centuries in
~ the cultural, religious and even com-
~ mercial lives of her neighbours will, for
ever, remain a glorious chapter in the
- history of human progress. With the
loss of her own freedom, however, the
- splendour that was Ind declined, and a
people who were fighting with all
their might against the annihilation
- of their own time-honoured institutions
and for self-preservation at home could
give little to others abroad, and naturally,
~ the intercourse between India and
other countries became a thing of the
past With the absorption of foreign
elements into Indian life, and the
cultural conquest by the older civili-
sation of Hindustan, a united life and
polity emerged, and Moghul India,
though not to the same extent as the
India of an earlier period, once again
~ became a power house radiating energy
and culture to countries round about.

Indian emigtation, however, restarted

only after the advent of the British f‘i_
Power and the consequences that
followed it. But the new emigratlon{_l"f
was of an entirely different character,

John Company which had ambi-
tions for trade and exXpansion in other
parts of Asia also, could not bring
down Englishmen for manning the
various subordinate services in those =
countries. Local material was poor,
and until factories for the ma,uufa.cture"
of clerks and other hand maidens of
imperialism began to function and
deliver their yearly output reguiarly,
India had to supply the néed. So on
wake of the imperialist Epglishman
went out a class of Indians, The tame
elephant was in demand to train t.hen
wild. As the Empire developed, Indian"
emigration also increased. India was)
looked upon as a reservoir of efficient!
personnel to fill petty and subordinate
positions in governmental, municipal
and commercial organisations, The
Indian emigrant went as an appendage
to the British administrator and
exploifer.

~ Then came a period of large-scale

&Miwm
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fiabgur emigration and along with it, &

stream of oclerks, primary ° school
‘feachers,  overseers, railway-men,
dressers, skilled workers and technical
en, policemen, and petty shop-keepers.
‘hen various countries in Asia, Africa
nd South America or the Indies came
to be opened up for imperialist pene-
rabion, the Government came to the
soue of the Colonists. The invasion
y British Capital of foreign lands
demanded the out-flow of Indian
Labour also to those places, so much
g0 that it may be truly said that those
lands were developed with the combined
efforts of British capital and Indian
bour. The readiness of the Govern-
ent of India of the day to help British
ploifation, the breakdown of Indian
jonomic life and the impoverishmenf
of the country consequent on British
plicy—all these accelerated the pace
' Indian labour emigration. In India,
famines had become frequent. Popu-
pion mnltiplied. Living became in-
reasingly diffioult. - Old institutions
‘and modes of life were collapsing. All
$hese helped the British planter, trader
and exploiter abroad who could not
get slave labour, but could, thanks to
an accommodating Government, secure
ghe next best, from their point of view.
_&ia.ns were taken abroad under a
onstrous system of Indenture. Fiji
"iﬁha West Indies, Africa and parts
QSI& reaped the fruits of this perni-
oious system, and Indian chattels were

[

very popular in the market. Though
the rigour of the system had %o be
softened as time went on,
pressure from a penitent Government
and by public opinion, yet it is inter-
esting to note that its formal abolition
took place only as recently as 1922.

In practice, however, many colonies
had improved much earlier,

Indian nationals'went out not only

to British possessions but to fo‘reigni;

colonies also. Today, Indian emigrants
are found in a dozen British Colonies,

in half a dozen French and two or

three Dutch possessions. Though the
main stream of Indian emigration has

‘been to Malaya, Burmah and Ceylon,
our nationals were taken to develop

not only tiese countries but far away to
territories in Africa, in the Bast and
West Indies, in the various European
colonies of S America and many islands
of the Indian and Pacific oceans,
Indenture gave place to a somewhat
free form of labour service, with certain
restrictions in recruitment.
and other similar methods of reoruif-

ment gave the foreign exploiter almost
a free field, and the poverty-stricken
Indian fell an easy prey to the cajoleries
and promises. of recruiting agents.
Indians are traditionally an advenbur-
ous lot, and, the more daring of our
poor went abroad, and the more doecile
section amongst them put wup with .
enormous injustices to earn their liveli-
hood. But for the social iniquities

due to :

Kangani
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of the Bindu soociety, and the tales of
an Elyseum across the seas, free mainly
from want and poverty, social disabi-
lities and caste tyrannies, a number of
~ them would not have gone abroad and
_become lost to the land of their birth.
These ‘exiles’ have not only suffered
‘much but have created problems which,
consistent with India’s self-respect, she
- cannot afford o overlook.

On a rough estimate, one percent
- of our people has gone abroad. It is

~ not unreasonable to presume that those

~ who had gone were the more hard-
working and fthe more adventurous
amongst us. The ‘“remittances’’ thab
fhey have sent home have not been
much, and in any event, are not of

- such nabure or volume as to compensate

for fhe economic drain caused by their
loss, Those who return home are also
likewise a drain on the mother country,
because they return, if at all, when they
have thoroughly exhausted their useful-
ness. Many die in foreign lands; some:
struggle back broken and diseased, to
spend their last days at home and sleep
their last sleep in- India's sacred soil.
All this material need not be thus
wasted for India. A deplorable lack of
Indian initiative in the past was
responsible for lethargy in our indus-
frial and agricultural fields.
thousands of square miles in
- country, of almost virgin soil, to be
opened up 4nd developed, and subjected
to agricultural research and scientific

There are| Byg their number is small.

our

\cultivation. Almost the whole of ou
man-power oan usefully be absor
if India were to get industrialised li
say, America. Our home-land, w
its vast resources and great potentialit
can easily feed and clothe all our pres
population, including the three mill
odd curing that are at present, abroad.

-

It is indeed & matter for pride anm
satisfaction to see Indian naticnal
penetrating into the farthest corners
the world, to see them live and thr
in the far-flung regions of the Glo
but one feels depressed at the tho
that it is as a mere hewer of wood
drawer of water that most of o
nationals exist in foreign lands. India:
has lost much of her position an
prestige in international fields becaus
of her being eonsidered a reservoir

cheap labour—the homeland of th
‘cooly’. It is & matter for regret t
the country that at one time sen

out her Teachers and Missiéonaries
oivilise mankind, that once distribu
the wealth of Ormuz and of Ind, toda;
contribute a down-trodden species
poverty-stricken humanity to be expl
ted and to help in the process of explo
tation of less developed and even 1
fortunate peoples and countries: India
it is true, are also found in Gibralter,
Lagos and in the Panama as merchan
India is :
judged by them, but by the thousand

who toil and die on the Plantations, i
the Mines and in menial services in man;
countries where the British flag fli
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‘some where other governments
1eir sway. Their name is Legion,
any places they are looked down
In some, they have become an
anted commodity, having out-lived
ir usefulness. So Jong as they remained
- workers, they were welcome.
r their descendants by almost
-human efforts manage to rise a
higher in the economic sphere, from
ecarious level of a manual worker,
are no longer considered useful.
constitute “a problem”! Educated
s who have gone abroad looking
york also belong to tbis category.
y long run, both these sections
ne unpopular with the indegenous
ation also. A poorly paid iabour
own the general wage level to

detriment of the local workers.

people compete naturally with
loaves and

1 elements for the

fishes of office. Itis thereforeimperative
that Indian emigration, except for trad-
ing, cultural and similar purposes should
no longer be encouraged. The Govern-
ment of India, even prior to the formation '
of the present National Government had
realised the errors of the past, and begun

‘to view Overseas-Indian questions with

active sympathy. But the problemshave

not yet been solved, though stoppa.ggs',’_;
of assisted emigration and active inter-
ference in some territories have brought

about some betterment in conditions.
Still the rights of those who, as a result
of history and a sequel of past policies
are already abroad, are to be .amply
protected by  India. :
are to be upheld. The Overseas Indian
question is not a domestic question. In
many places it is a racial gquestion.
others, it is a question of ethics as much
as of economics.

Their just claims

T




JUST as the present time is used
the Central and Loocal Governments
planoing on All-India or Provincial
cale for the future constructive work,
will be useful if local areas like
tricts, and Taluk also take Btock
‘the present economic position and
8lay down plans for the material well-
g of the people to be achiaved
hin a limited number of years,
is Conferences like the one convened
he Malabar Chamber of Commerce
% will help to keep alive the econo-
ic issues bsfore the people and seb
em thinking and planning and acting
‘them from year to year.

~ Industrial :—Xerala is particularly
emed a backward industrial area.
‘For what we consider as major induast-
ries are practically absent over there,
has none of the major industries
qsuch as  Cotton, Sugar, Engineering,
hemicals ard Food industries cn a
large scale. The existing indusbries in
Kerala are all medium and minor in
" aracter,

{ Cashewnut Faectories, Coffee Curing

~ There are a few ooir Fé.otor‘ies:j

Commercial Problems of
BY
P. RAGHAVAN NAIR, B. A., B. Com:

G [ The able Seoretary of the Southern India Chamber of Commerce, Madras, the author is
attentipely trying to safeguard the interests of {rade, commerce and industries’ of the South,
His survey of the commercial problems facing us is well worth verusal |
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Kerala

Fish-oil and Vegetable-oil
Factories, a large number of Tilel
Factories, a few Soap Works, Saw Mills
and Timber Yards, factories manufactur+
ing match stiocks and packing cases,
furniture, plywood etc. Among those
on a costage scale may be Thentioned
fishing, handloom-cloth weaving, mat
weaving, basket making, metal work, °
and beedi-making. Generally speaking,
the difficulty for expansion of the above-

mentioned small - industries is the} ‘_
absence ¢f proper marketing facilities.!
Whatever Government may do to)
enlarge the market for these products'
will bé of great help to brighten the
lot of these forgotten small-scale village
industries. An organisation is urgently!
required to supply raw-materials af a[

cheaper cost, by cheaper transporb a.nd‘

prompt supplies to these people, esp_em,-f

ally to cottage industries like mab-
weaving, handloom-weaving, metal-
work and toilet works. To other indus-

tries like cloth-printing, handmade-
paper, button  manufacture, fruit-

canning, bangle manufacture etc. a

depot for supply of raw-materials and

-another for marketing their product&\
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be all that is required to put thousands
of families on some independent
‘ocoupatbion. The progress of electricity
‘gide by side with irrigation facilities
_w:]l change the whole complexion of
“the countryside ia Malabar and enhance

" the income and standard of living of
| the people marvellously. Thereis scope

for a few more Cotton Mills, a few
- Bugar Mills and some more Timber
works and Pottery Works in Kerala.
“Of about 2 lakhs of people who have
- been thrown out of Army Services, ab
“%,. leasiialak%could be well absorbed in
. these faotories on respectable living
- wages, and that will be solving the

problein of unemployment and poverty
in Kerala to a great exfent.

Trade and Transport:—Even before
" Christ, Kerala was having a oonsider-
" able Overseas Trade with countries in
“the Middle Hast and Far East, buf
 that enterprise has died down. There
* was no incentive later on, owing to the
~ exXodus of population to various foreign
i\ countries where for the time being

~ | there were good wages and good living
. | gonditions. With the formation

linguistic Provinces, Kerala will have
. to support the sons of her soil, Trade
Kmusb expand and absorb more and more
~ \secbions of the population. More and
- more families should engage themselves
~ in import and and export trade, estab-
= {iish their bussiness abroad and should

“have greater share in the transport
‘ggencies. :

;’E

g
3

-
=3

{ together with some financial aid would

defective in Kerala.

of '

Shipping was one of the ancient

indnstries of Kerala and even in the
present days of steam, or oil or motor

power, Kerala could well

renew her

shipping industry and take larger share

in the carrying trade of the coast and
of the neighbouring ecountries.
nal communications are
and provineial

highways and roads

Inter-
also very
Many more village

have to be built. 20 years ago Soviet
Russia was far behind industrially, and
all her later achievements depend om

the promotion - of communications
within the country. It is therefore &

matter for the earliest attention of the
Government 'to construct village com-
munications, high-ways and bridges for
the easy flow of trade. The Indian Road -
Development Committee remarked, “Itis

indeed somewhat incongruous that there

should be nearly 40,000 miles of railway

surfaced roads in British 'India. is only
59,000”. The problem of Kerala is
more one of bridges than roads.

very good means of commuuicabion ; but
many more canals should be construc-

.in India while the total mileage of

A

B

The
' back waters of Kerals and the canalsare

ted. There are many rivers and sbreams -

to be bridged and dammed, and infer-
communication between them and the
sea could well be established on a larger
scale. The transfer of roads from the

hands of District Boards to the Provin-

cial Govermenﬁ is a signal of negleot
of l'ocul areas and there should be
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persistent agitation. A virile organisa-
~ tion for each village, Taluk and Dist-
~ riot must be revived, and both economic
§ and political schooling tio shoulder large
. responsibilities of administration should

~ be undertaken by the citizens.

Labour Position

The most baffling problem in
~ modern times not only of India but of
~ the whole world is that of dealing with
~ the labour population, Bvery economic
_ enterprise, trade, commerce, industry,
.;f_"a;griculhure and mining is confronted
~ with this new embarassment. The last
 great war has burst open a pandora’s
~ boz of economic forces: not the least of
;'"whioh is the Ilabour problem. The
_needs of war and of the civil population
serewed up production in every industry
~and enterprise to the top-most point,
and Governments were blindly pacify-
- ing labour with extravagant emoluments
financed by inflated currency with a

view to struggle through the War.
- The reaction was found in purely ecivi-
- lian oacupations also, so that the
~ released labour forces are now faced
- with he problem of unemployment and
unduly high standard of living to which
they were accustomed during the last
few years. This has upset all the
planning of Government for the last
five years for post-War industrial re-
construction. Toadd to the trouble,
civilian indusbries on reversion to peace
~ footing are *having reduced output at

an increased cost of production. The
Government of India not willing to be
caught napping, hastily passed legis-
lation for minimum wages and for 8
hour day, so that an enforced scale
of reduced production and increased
working cost has become a stumbling
block to every industry. All the samaf
large numbers of working classes are
unemployed, yielding fertile soil for
Communist propaganda. Xerala is
probably, one of the hot beds of Com-"
munist activities and consequently he
indsustrial and agricultural backward
ness will become all the worse in thi
years to come, unless suitable step
are taken in good time. It should
the interest of both the employer an
employee not to speak of the public an
consumers, to inorease production al
round, of agriculture, of industries an
of mines. For some years to come, all "
inoreased production is going to be
absorbed. How is that to be achieved
It ocannot be by reducing the hours of
work or by stipulating a minimum
wage level without reference o th
industry or the nature of international
competition or the general price level."
It would only be fair and equitable if
the fortunes of an industry or enterprise
are shared between all parties such a
employers, employees and Government,
But Government can never be Willing\,
to share the losses of trade and indus-{"
tries, and employees are oo poor to go »"'
shares in losses. Therefore, the emp]oyer :
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aains primarily liable for shouldering
ses, and when profit-sharing comes,
is to accommodate the Government
axes, and the employees for reason-
ble share! Tt should, therefore, appear
hat a 25% of met profit allocation to
ual labourers and- other employees
fany industrial concern should not
ause any heart burning to anybody.
Phis could be made a statutory limis,
that every labourer feels that he is
much a proprietor of the concern as
capitalist himself, 1esponsible for
fit and losses alike. This would be
better way of remunecrating labour to
extra extent and pacifying them in
present agitation for socialisation
d nationalisation of every enterprise
jch is bound to be ruinous to the
ral interest of the country. I
' if Government ftakes uniform
in this matter and reconcile
ital and labour in this manner,
e should be very little conflict
ween the two forces. To increase the
or.d between the employer and the
employee and to prevent strikes, it should
be possible to build up a . fund in each
cern to which the employer and the
mployce contribute equally. This
velfare fund should remain 25 a stand-
y o the labourer in all his needs from
ginning to end of his serviee. It
pould also absolve the employer from
liabilities in respect of sickness,
t eduocation, housing, old - age
nsion and so on. This is also an

vigorously

" with attractive

essential step which Government should

take at a very early date.

Commercial Intelligence.

Almost the greatest evil from which

[ﬁdian

conditions. They have no idea,

producers. and exporfers are
\suffering is ignorance of world market
When e

parting with their géods what use they
are going to be made of ‘and what

prices they are fetbhing in
countries.

oil, fish and fish oil ete.
national produects,

are

having. regulay

foreign e
Most of the Kerala products
such as coir, cashewnut, ftea, rubber,
ginger, turmeric, cardamom, lemon grass
inter-

customers abroad. During and after
the war, scientific research has beem

carried on

in: western

countries to find out new raw materials
and new uses for existing raw materials

tomeet the rapid changes that are taking
place in therelative values of commodi-
ties.

Our Indian Trade Commissioners

abroad are few aud far bet ween, and they
being civilians trained for. administra-

tive work are only interested
producing long reports for submis-
sion to Government. 'Tney are mob

trained to watch the ups and downs in

business and to report to produeers and
exporters the potentialities of thewr
goods and the coming great changes im
the markets. Experienced businessmen
remuneration should
bo appointed to these posts if commer-

Ee

in

WY RS

‘cial - intelligence and really - useful
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abroad for the benefit of ourrent trade
Equally important is the
necessity for freedom of trade. Generally

~ speaking, export dubies are a greatb
~ hindrance. But the Government of
| been fond

g India in recent times has

‘ of infiroducing them on some pretence

or other as, for example, funds for
research, and calling them by different
names such as export cess or agricul-
‘tural oess and so on, The latest

 addition to this list is the 3¢ export

_duty on Indian cloth under pretence of

~ helping research in weaving as though

the huge fund of the Indian Central
Cotiton Committee accumulated from

- cess on ¢often export which is being

utilised for elaborate research in the
laboratories at  Mattunga, is not
safisfactory. A great discouragement
to export and import trade is the cold
hand of Government in the control

- measures introduced during the wanr.

Two years after the war, many of them
still continue and we need not look for
greater indioctment of this policy than
in the words of Mr. E. C. C. Gwilt,
Leader of the Huropean Group in the
OCentral Assembly who said «(n the
floor of the house: “che controls in

1

3

interest

India were introduced in fhe
of the Allied Governments and U. K.
which wanted to buy large quantities =
of goods in India. Consequently Indian
tea has been gold at 5 o8 annas a pound
when the world price level was Rs. 8/- a
pound; Indian rubber has been sold at
12 annas a pound when world level was
Rs 10/- a pound,” This exploitation
was not limited to tea and rubber.
Tndian mica, hides and skins, coir and
coir products, jute and jute goods, have_f.g
all been deprived of their legitimate
price level for half-a-dozen years, tbeﬁ
sacrifice of Indis in this respect

amounting to as much as 300 to 400
-

crores of Rupees during the war, In these
days of Radio, Tele-printing, and
Television, it would be the easiest thin’g}%
to publish from day to day or even from
hour to hour, the international position
of prices and stocks of orops and =
commodities and that will be far mor :

beneficial to prevent exploitation of the
prcducers than ~ the  hair-brained

schemes of Government to eliminate
what are called middle-men not knowing
the fact that without them the entire
finanocial framework of trade, commerce,
industrial enterprise and even of the =

economic organisation of society would
fall to the ground. -




“CLOTH RATION—OUR DESPAIR!”

‘Says the Worried Husband, Father of 8 Children.
“DON'T YOU WORRY ; PROBLEM SOLVED”

SAYS THE SMILING, PROUD HOUSEWIFE WHO HAS HEARD A
HER FRIENDS REMARK : .

"WASHING MADE EASY”
'I‘ "WASHING A PLEASLIRE” s

"CLOTHS DON'T SUFFER”
“"GOOD-BYE TO DHOBI”
IF EVERYONE ALWAYS INSISTS USING ONLY

KALPAKA WASHING SOAPS

THEY ARE
KERALA'S PRIDE
||| HOUSEWIVE'S PRAIS
Il NATION'S ANSWER 16

ALL CLOTHING PROBLEMS.
INSIST ON GETTING FROM YOUR DEALER

KALPAKA WASHING SOAPS
MANUFACTURED BY
KALPAKA QOIL MILLS LIMITED.
EDAGOCHI P. O. : 4 H
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 Fiheres of the Malabar Coast

P. K. JACOB, B. A, M. Sc.

[ The author is Assistant Director of the Fisherics Department of the Government of Madras, in charge '
; Marine Biology, and is, therefore an authority on the Subject of Fisheries, =
stretoch of sea coast, and our marine products are of great value to us.
develop the Fisheries ? FWor answer, go through this article published with

permission of the Director of Industries. Madras,

Kerala has a long
How can we

: FBOM time immemorial, fish isa
prominent product of Kerala. As early
a8 in 1320, Frair Odoric, the historian, re-
~ corded about the immense shoals of oil
- sardines, which swarm the west Coast as
follows:- “There are fishes in those seas,
that come swimming towards the said
- country, that for a great distance into
. the sea nothing can be seen but the

back of fishes.” No wonder the “Meenkodi’

or the Fish standard was the symbol

of the kings of Pandya, the Rulers of
- Malabar. :

Many have associated Malabar with
fish, Mr. REdgar Thurston in 1900,
~ referred o the malodorous wiffs emanat-
ing from the fish baskets, piled on the
platfrom of the Tirur Railway Station-
This still holds good even after the
. lapse of half a century, the new comer
to Malabar being reminded of the
important fish curing industry flourish-
ing on this coast, by the fishy smell.

The fishing industry of the

_Mal@har Coast is one of the most
~important industries here. To balance

the diet of a people subsisting on cereals,
few food can compare with fish, and
yet the per capita comsumption of thi
important article of diet is dangerously
low and it has been calculated fhat ié
order to reasonably balance the diet
of the people, the fish production here
should be increased six-fold. B

Even as it stands, with fhe dis- g;
advantage of orude and unscientific
methods of ocapture, the amount of
annual landings of a Malabar fisherman
compares very well with those of
Japan and the West. The average
annual quantity of fish landed by a
Malabar fisherman for the past one

decade varies from two to four toms

whioch is the same as those landed by
the Japanese fisherman. 'The Scotch
fisherman, however, is able to land
nearly 10 tons annually. It should be
noted that in Malabar, fishing is
conducted only in inshore waters, with
the coraft and tackle of the most
primitive type. If therefore, the Malabar
fisherman with his primitive canoe and

s
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out-of-date net, fishing only within the craft and tackle, refrigeration, organisa=
§ ght of his hut, can catich nearly half tion of fish trade on proper lines and
much as the Scotch fisherman fishing last but not the least, improvement of
’f;na. very wide belt of the sea, extending the socio-economic conditions of the
even upbo 200 fathoms and using the fishermen.
ost up-to-date tackle, the inevitable :
nclusion is, that the West Coast The prosperity of the coantry is
waters can compare favourably with the linked up with those of fishermen and
best fishing grounds of the world. no. wonder that a farsighted genius like
: ' Sir F. A. Nicholson emphasised the
It is true that the fishery resources importance of raising the fisherfolk in
the Malabar Coast is vast, but how the socio-economic scale, improving
ar is this resource being exploited ? their educabion, financial position, self
[n the words of Sir Frederick Nicholson, respect, independence and all noble
"e founder of the Madras Fisheries, qualities and instilling a desire for
Just as ocatching process is primitive. furbher progress in them. It is towards
sufficiently effective, restricted in the fulfilment of these ends that the -
&’ and slow in communications, so, Fisheries Department has opened fifty
2 ‘schools on the West Coast and sixty
co-operative Societies for active co-
operation of the fisherfolk, in its
endeavour to build up fishing indusbry
on a co-operative basis. The marketing
unit just launched by the Department
will help the fishermen to sell the fish
to their best advantage. The welfare
units which will shortly come into
force will be endeavouring ‘to raise the '
Madras Fisheries has always been the: gtqndard of this backward community, s
' 73" progressive in the country and. it is {living in smallisolated villages, scattered
w5ifying that a right beginning in the /around the coast. The welfare officers :
ul[ exploitation of this vast resource - le] survey the living conditions of the-
‘the sea has been made bere- - This -poor fisher-folk and ehalk out a
“being done by a co-ordinated ’programme for providing proper dewell- -
gramme of soientific research, both ing places instead of dirty huts’, and
«,.u oal ‘and  technological, detailed .drinking-water wells, roads and pub"hc
_m of the seas, provmon of proper joom'ezcuences. The presenﬁ_ ingsanitary

e subsequent curing process is

.mltl‘VB, slow, ineffective and undiver-
ied, and it should be modernised and
proved by the aid of science,
tnowledge and capital, if the product
8 b0 be thoroughly wholesome and widely
'rketable”. Thanks to the efforts of
pioneers like Sir Frederick Nicholson
ind to the Madras Government, the
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| state of the Malabar beach will vanish
and with them, the epidemics and their
. enormous annual toll.

Now turning to research, it is a well
known fact that the major fisheries
of sardine, mackeral and sharks are
subject to periods of glut and scarcity:
Naturally, this renders a permanent
exploitation of these important fisheries
on a commercial scale uneconomical, if
not impossible. Here is a need for
organising long-range research to trace
the migrations of these important fishes.
These and other numerous fishery
problems which coniront a {isherman
oan be effectively tackled only by
following in the foot-steps of the better
organised countries, which have invested

large sums of money on survey and
research vessels and well equipped marine
‘biological stations. The cost appears
prohibitive now, but it will be cheaper

. in the long run to have a team of
competent workers to thrash out the
problems of movements of our fishes than
to embark on a scheme of increasing the
fishing fleet to catch these eluswe shoals
of flsh

Even though it is preferable to wait
till a detailed survey is completed, in
view of the present ocritical food
situation prevailing in this country,
the Madras Government have wisely
launched a simultaneous scheme of
systematic explmba.txon of the  deep-sea
&on the basis - of surveys already done.

right beginning when

of exposure and

It is a known fact that at present less é
than a fourth of the area within the

hundred fathom line is being fished by =
inefficient gear and out-of-date methode.
The Fishery Department has mades
it purcha,sed
power-boats to facilitate Deep Sea
Fishing. Furbher successful expansion
of this section, simultaneous with bhea,
detailed survey of the coastal seas, is
the inevitable outcome of this gte&b b
enterprise. :

Proper exploitation does not stop
with catching tons of fish. Fish is &
readily putrescible product and it is/
essential that it should be preserved &q
the place of capture, At present, the‘f
preservation in the form of drying,
salting and icing starts only after hours
rough handling, by
which time the inevitable putrefacblon
sets in. 1In the market, to day, fres
and well-preserved fish is a rarit lﬁ.ﬁ
Regular supply of fresh fish will, no
doubt, create a great demand for fish in.g
oood conditicn. This will ensure al
higher standard of health among the |
people. In order to achieve this object,
modern method of fish preservation by
refrigeration is the  most expedient
one. The ideal method will be to fit
up carrier-launches with freezmg
equipment which will ocollect the
cathes and freeze them on the spot om
board and transport them to ocold
stcraoe godowns on shore from whenoce
it can be distributed
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~ markets, in cold storage vans. It is
3 best to have cold storage godowns in
every market as well. These ventures
which need large capital, can only be
demonstrated by the Government. It
1 the enterprising commercial
conoerns to take up this lucrative
. ‘nsmass, ab the same time helping to
: inorease the food supply of the country-

It is brue that in great industrial

~ Proprietor & Physician-in-Charge :
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- ARYAVAIDYA VILASINI VAIDYA SALA

ESTD:
(RECOGNISED BY THE GOVT. OF MADRAS)

Arya Vaidyan K. NEELAKANDAN VAIDYAR.
Head Office :
BRANCHES AND STOCKISTS AT

MADRAS, SALEM, TRICHY, MADURA, VIRUDHUNAGAR,
EARAIKUDI, DEVACOTAH & MANGALORE.

tions and large flshlng fleet which we

in India, seriously lack. It is only 1n =

the fitness of things that the Govern—
ment have stretched a helping ha.nd__ fo
raise this industry to a firm foofing
and it is for the enterprising and
industrially-minded public of Kerala fio

realise the vast scope of exploitation of
the wealth of the seas, and to fall in
line with the Governmental activities
and help this nation-building pro,gra.mxr!é ' 3

of the present peoples’ Grovernment,

1921,

CALICUT.

after confinement.

Specialists in all kinds of special Malabar treatments such as
Navara Kizhi, Massage, Dhara, Vasti etc. etc.
Up-to-date and convenient arrangements for treatment of
in-patients at the HEAD OFFICE at reasonable charges.

PRASOOTHIKAMRITHA RASAYANA

An efficacious tonic for women during pregnancy and
PRICE PER lb.—Rs. 5/-
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THE WEALTH OF KERALA
BY
KIZHEDATH VASUDEVAN NAIR, B. A,

: . Kerara has always been a great
~ emporium of world trade. The archaeo-
- logical finds at Harappa on the Indus
- bave revealed that Malabarhad extensive
- trade relations with the North even
~ prior to B C. 3,102, i. e., over 5,000 years
~ ago. The escavations there have shown
~ that teak for building = purposes, and
~ 1vory for ornament and decoration were
~ much in demand in those days, and
~ that Malabar was the sole supplier of
~ these. The teak of Malabar has also been
= u_nearbfzed from the ruins of the Chaldean
- City of Ur. Egypt, then one of the most
eivilized of nations, was importing large
quantities of Cinnamon, ebony anpd
betel leaf from Malabar some 4,000 years
ago. King solomon’s navy (B. C. 970-
930) “came from Hiramn and Tarshish
to the Malabar Coast once in three
years for gold, spices, teak, ivory, apes
and peacocks”. Pliny has sung of our
‘hot pepper and diaphanous muslin';
the Greek athletes have tasted our rice,
and the Roman patriarchs our spices.
1I'he prosperity of Tyre some 2,500 years
ago was, it is stated, entirely due to her
trade “in horns of ivery, ebony, and
spices”’ obtained from Malabar. 'I'be
ancient Greeks imported from Malabar
into their Tnost civilized and glorious

‘Those were glorious days

country, in the fifth and sixth centurie:
before Christ, rice, cinnamon, ginger ar

pepper. :
Disintearation of Kerala

for Ke
which stood foremost in India in for
tiade. She was a self-contained u

‘with her own distinet culture, la,ugu‘a

customs, habits, traditions, geographical
position and physical features, and
stretched from G o karnam to Caps :
Comorin, protected by her guardian
angels-the Western G-hats on #he Easta

the Arabian Sea on the West. Cheraman,
the last of the Perumals who ruled
Kerala, on the eve of his departure o
pilgrimage to Mecca scmewhere abo
the eighth century A. D., divided h
kingdom among some of his faithfu
followers. And with that the first stag
of disintegration set in. With Bl
advent of the British who successful
persuaded the Zamorin and other ruli
chiefs, except the rulers of Travancore
and Cochin, to entrust their territor

to the care of the mighty British power
who had just then driven away bh
French and defeated Tippoo, Kemfg,
again, was cut to pieces. The Gudalur
Taluk and adjacent places in the present
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;:{Nilgiri District, the Kasergode Taluk
and ocontiguous Malayalam' speaking
areas of the present S. Kanara District
and a large portion of Coorg are all
hungering to go back to their own
mother—Kerala. All these areas suffered
under the knife of an alien ruler who
had not an inkling of the varying
features and nature of the different parts
of the country. There are some among
the Kerala Congressmen who claim the
whole of S. Kanara, Nilgiris and Coorg
into the Kerala Province. I shall not
- be a party to it. For, we cannot forget
'that our claim for a seperate province
E;s based mainly on our distinet culture,
=:la.ngua.ge, customs and habits. Let us
‘not trespass into others’ territories
‘even ab the very outset. We want only
- those portions which rightly belonged
' us.

Man Power.

- Kerala, comprising 'of the Native
Bt.a.tes of Travancore and Cochin, and
. the British territories of Malabar and

Jg Gudalar and Kasergode Taluks and the

E»oontlguous Malayalam speaking areas

~and a portion of Coorg, has an area of

IS 20,000 sq. miles and & population

of over a crore and a quarter according

‘to the ceansus figures of 1941. The

tha.jority of the population is highly

cultured and educated. The Malayalee

"}s reputed for his daring and courage;

‘the Nairs and Moplas of the Zamorin’s

‘militia had oreated history by making

the Portuguese and the Dutch shiver
in their shoes; the guerilla war conducted
by Pazhassi Rajah in the 18th century
against the powerful English General
Woellesley inspired admiration in the
latter. For the Rajah gave the General
(afterwards famous as the Duke of
Wellington) several headaches. Even
during the recent war, = Kerala had
contributed a great share towards all
the arms of the Indian fighting foroces.

'The Malayalee is intelligent and

tolerant. Our workmen are skilful and
efficient. We can adapt ourselves fo
any mode of life, any eclime and any
climate. \

Industries

Industry and trade aie the bwo,{--
main wea.lth-—produoing factors in thé‘{,
economy of & nation. There was a time,
as has already been said, when Kerala
had an established, glorious foreign
trade. And it is tco well-known that
it was the fame of the wealth cf Kerala
that attracted the {foreigmer to the
Indian soil. The main objeot of even
the English East India Company at
flrst was not oconquest of India, bub
trade with this country. And it was
only with the British occupation that
our trade declined and our industries
perished. In spite of it, the Malabar
Coast is one of the leading industrial
centres of India. The large number of
spinning and weaving establishments,
tile and clay factories, tirber yards and
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~ gaw mills, soapand cashew nut factories,
,‘ ‘and many another stretehing from
' Nagercoil on the south to Kasergode in
- the north, if seientifically developed and
. enlarged on modern lines, could produce
more wealth to vie with Bombay and
Ahmedabad. Our Coconut industry
(ﬂnd subsidiary industries such as coir
- /and Coir produocts, coconut oil etc. need
Zf]urbher improvement, Careful study
and research would show the great
ﬁ;{;potentia.libies of the coconut industry
. of which Kerala has always been proud.

Kerala abundant

possesses raw
materials for metal, ceramics, glass,
cement and fertiliser indusbries. At

present we have a few of these on a
small scale, Buft they have to be enlarged
and developed on modern scientific
lines, investing large capital so as fo

‘make them flourishing industries, bring- -

ing wealth to our province. Cheap
wlectric power should be available, and
then, our skilful workmen could turn
out mines of wealth from our industries.

Kerala is a world emporium of
(tlmber trade. She is a nursling of the
ocean, too., History. tells us that she
had a glorious sea-borne trade, and that
the Zamorins had a powerful navy,
The ports of ancient Kerala are famous
in history. In spite of all these, no
abtempt is being made fo establish a good
dock even at Cqghin for constructing
.0gean-going vessels, Boat-building and
wonstructiod of ships can sucocessfully

!

'
S—

-where all the natural advantages for

better

b understakan. on. the-Malabsr Ukl

such industries exist in abundance.

Furniture, Ply-wood etc. have
already brought reputation to Kerala.
And the umbrella, leather goods, maty
matches, Ayurvedic medicines, ag well
as the numerous cottage ihdustries of
this coast could be developed on better
and more progressive lines to yleldff;,
results Many other new;
industries which would thrive in Kerala
should also be started. They would he
successful and profitable if the
Malayalee would shake off his natural
inertia and boldly enter into new flelds :
of enterprise.

AwEMmm

Kerala has its own spec:al}
agricultural products seldom grown mﬂ"
such abundance in any other part ofﬁ
the world. Coconut, batel nut, pepper,f’
ginger, cashew nut, rice, zbananq,'
tapioca, Jack fruit ebtc. are oui‘_'
specialities. Of these, rice alone is
grown in other parts of India
more than what we grow in Malabar,
At present the farmer in Malabar has
to depend on Mother Nature for his
supply of water to irrigate his fields:
Malabar has utterly been ignored by
the Government of Madras who treats
ber Cinderella-like in spite of the
considerably large revenue she (Malabar)
contributes to the Provincial treasury.
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the monasoon fails, our farmer will
ave to .starve. For, we have no
abion facilities as in other parts of
he Presidency where millions have been
sunk for dams, channels and tanks
'he plea put forward by the Madras
overnment is that the peculiar
ysical nature of Malabar stands in the
ay. But the Government of Mysore
ave consbructed the Irwin Canal cver
wo hundred miles in length from the
‘rishnaraja Sagara Dam tc irrigate
rge tracts of Mandya, Maddur and
dalvalli, spending large amounts,
evelling vasi acres of hilly tracts and
ngles, even boring a huge tunnel more
n two miles long through which the
al flows., But then, it is Mysore
hose ruler and whose Dewan were
olicitous of the welfare of their subjects.
{erala also has a similar physical con-
uration as that of Mysore. Yot Kerala
ieed hope to have such big and beneficent
jects only when she severs conneotion
ith Madras. And when once our shackles
re broken, we could have all [acilities
o make our agriculture prosper, beating
ven the Mettur-irrigated Tanjore and
Frichinopoly Districts.

Forests

- Kerala abounds in vast tracts of
orests, the total acreage being more
' 8.£00 sq. miles, -And every acre of
is a 1a.rge treasure trove wu;h

"The high

not fo speak of innumerable other
products hidden behind the jungles.
Kallai, in the Calicut town, is the second
biggest timber trading centre in the
world. If properly explored and
researches carried on in an institute
which wmust be located in a central
place like Calicut, our forests would =
reveal all the hidden treasure. 'There
are many kinds of soft wood, bamboos
and fibrous shrubs which may be
utilized as raw material for a very
thriving paper industry in Malabar.
The Punalur Paper Mills in Travancore
have alieady proved a success. Attempts
should be made to explore the real worth
and value of our forests,

Plantations | =
A considerable portion of the
plantations in India lies in Kerala.
ranges of Munnar in
Travancore the Wynaads of Malabar
ebtc. are famous for their tea, coffee, :
rubber and cardamom plantations.

'{There are other parts of Kerala, too, |
‘where small plantationsexist. All these
yield vast wealth which at present is {

drained off to a large extent from this
country. 3

The large acreage of tobacco
cultivation in the Kasergode Taluk, aad
the vast orange gardens of Wynaad and

Coorg also would bring us a large annual
income.

| Minerals ‘
“There is mno dearth for valuable

minetals also ‘in Kerala. Hlstory has
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*reeorded that Malabar had been export-
ing gold to Egypt and other countries.
~ Unorganised a,hhempts have revealed
~ that the sands of the Chaliyar river
~ in Nilambur, and neighbouring areas
 -gontain gold. And there are gold de-
. posits in Devala and the neighbourhood
in the Gudalur Taluk. Many places in
. Wynaad, espeocially Cherambadi, Mango
Range and Gudalur abound in
_mica deposits. There are deposits of
.~ iron, potash and lignite also in many
j places in Malabar and other parfs of
~ Kerala. The best iron ore in India is
‘gituate in Karuvarakundu in the Ernad
. Taluk of Malabar. The local smishs
~ there are experts, and they use the crude
~ iron ore for their cottage industries,
" The very name Karuvarakundu proves the
| fact: Karuvan= Blacksmith+ Kundu=

~ locality. Recently it has come to light;
- that Travancore has valuable deposits:

" of monazite yielding thorium and
- uranium. Cannanore, Pattambi, West
. ITill and other places in Malabar have
. large deposits of lignite. And in the
~ Chittur Taluk and other parts of Cochin
State and in certain areas of Malabar and
Travancore, we have deposits of felspar
. and quartz,useful in the ceramic industry,
Thus the several parts of kerala are ready
t0 welcome the enterprising industrialiss.
. And we too can have large industrial
~énterprises similar to the great
Jamshedpur and Bhadravathi works.
E E’roper investigation and prospecting of
1

1 our mineraP®resources should be carried

!

- ¢
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out. An organised geological survey of,
Kerala also is a prime necessity. That
would reveal the actual place and thG{
nature of the wealth hidden in 1'.119*E
wombs of Mother Earth. Only afreer%
government of the sons of Kerala Wouldif
be able to launch such enterprises wf
enrich their own province.

Ports

Kerala’s ports such as Granganur,.i;
(Mougziris), Calicut, Thirunavai, re’li'f(&::_é
were well-known to the ancient mariner
from the West. It was only in 1841
that the port of Cochin came into
existence. On the Malabar Coast there
is a large number of ports such afsE
Quilon, Alleppey, Cranganur, Ponani,
Beypore, Calicut, Pantalayini, Badagara,
Tellicherry, Cannanore, Azhikkal efec.
All these, if developed, would be ofﬁ
immense benefit to Kerala.

The harbour ¢f Cochin is a great 2
asset to our Province. Year after year, 5
the tonnage of exports and imports at Y;
this harbour is on the increase. In the
year 1945-46, the tonnage of imports
rose to 9,00,743 and exports reached

3,91,176 landing and shipping tons. 4."

If all the minor ports in Kerala are
developed, existing canals dredged an
deepened, new canals, bridges and roads
constructed to facilitate land a‘nd’;"
water communiggtions connecting the
different parts of Kerala, "our trade shallf _‘
prosper and industries grow richer,
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‘bringing in their wake large revenue to
the State treasury and greater
prosperity to our people.

Fisheries

: Being sons of the sea, we have a
.alm on the marine products of this
const. Fishing (both inland and deep
gea) must be developed. Fish is an
important item of food to the - people of
;ﬁ_émla. And it can be converted into a
very large industry. The Fish oil
%industry also has a bright future here.

A Ten Year Plan

At present the total annual revenue
- all the areas comprising Kerala is
timated to amount to about 180
illion Rupees. This amount can easily
y doubled if the
venue are properly developed. One
ea against Kerala becoming a separate
. Provinee is that we sball not have the
" necessary resources t0 meet the
adwinistrative expenditure- Travancore
and Cochin are, already, independent
eoonomic and political units. Cochin,
which is only an eighth of British
Malabar, is able Lo get on prosperously,
at the same time adequately catering
o the needs of the people of the State.
¢ Travancore is at present in a flourishing
oondition with its great industrial and
commercial progress and prosperity-
ut Malabar is far, behind their
- two sisters in point of education,
E lnﬂnstnes, cultural progress, people’s

welfare etc. Why? Because, Malabar

is tied to the apron strings of Madras
who would not allow her (Malabar) to

grow as she would.

Only if Kerala becomes free will

she be able to prosper,
a ten year plan to develop our various

sources of wealth., During the period
of transition, we may have to depend
on subventions from the Union
For that matter,
does not Orissa, the N.-W. F. Province;

Government of India.

Baluchistan eto. receive large annual
subventions from the present Central
Government ? Was not. Sind also

getting large amounts from 'the centre
till very recently ? Kerala shall have,
in her ten year plan, large irrigation

vk . schemes and electricit ieots.
foregoing items of e Oy PR

We shall have

The
large tracts of uncultivated waste lands

shall be opened up for cultivation, even
as the Sukkur Dam opened up millions

of acres of arid desert in Sind, converting
them into great granaries, We shall
have hydro-electric schemes of our own
to develop and aid our agriculture and
industries. In fact, the power house
of the Pykara system of electricity at
Singara is in & place called Masanagudi
in Malabar., We have the first claim
on it. Properly planned and properly

manned, the new province shall, ina,

few years of its inception, be able to
stand on her own legs.

Some people ask whether Kerala

“has good a.dmlmstra.tors ~pd 8 ‘xPerts
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to manage the affairs of a seperate
~province. And they point their finger
at the present Congress leadership of
Kerala with derision. I confess that
~ .at present, among the members of the
Kerala Congress, there is mnone who
possesses the personality and outstanding
.ability, grit and knowledge so essential
for an able administrator. But then,
why count on Congressmen alone ? Has
not Kerala produced eminent sons in
~ the past? And has she not in the
‘present times in the Hon’ble Dr. Mathai,
. Dr.P.J. Thomas, Major K. M. Panikkar,
"Rao Bahadur V. P. Menon, ‘Mr. K. P.
8. Menon, Mr. V. K. Krishna Menon,
- 8ir N. Raghavan Pillai, Sir C. Madhavan
Nair, Sir C. Kunhiraman, Rao Bahadur
V. K. Menon and others, able econo-
~mists, planners, administrators and men
.of vision and enterprise? And are there
not first rate Malayalee officials holding
‘high positions of responsibility in diff-
.erent parts of India and abroad? Their
gervices shall always be at Kerala's
disposal. >
Travancore—a hurdle !

Dewan Sir C. P. Ra,ma.swa.my Ayyar
of Travancore has . declared that his
Maharajah shall not touch the guestion

=1

of the Kerala Province even with & pair
of tongs! If the young Maharajah forgets'é-
higtory and refuses to join hands with
Malabar and Cochin, good-bye to him
and his *“ Sachivothama. ” Even without
Travancore, Malabar and Cochin shall_;.:_j
go forward and form an independent,
autonomous unit, loyal to the Union
Government of India, but never subject
to the Tamil or Telugu Provinece: W@; |
shall have the necessary resources ‘even

if Travancore keeps out. The very faa?é
that the Malabar District contnbuteacjs
the largest share of Sales Tax last year -
(62 lakhs of rupees) to the Madras Gov- :
ernment, beating all other distriets in
the Presidency, shows that we are a_;-'--fj
force to be reckoned with. Therefore,
let us not be disheartened by the thunder
and lightning flashing across the -
Pampa. The wise statesmanship, wide_
outlook and noble words of the present =
Maharajah of Cochin act as an antidote -
to Travancore’s fume and fury. And '
Sri Bhargava Kshetra shall have her
say and sway once again as of old.

Let every son and daughter of Keralm
strive to see the Golden Age and thef‘

glorious Rising Sun of Aikya Keralas

LY Ty

Vietory shall be ours! .
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CHANDRIKANJAN

( REGISTERED )

A WONDERFUL REMEDY FOR ALL ACHES AND PAINS
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HE touch of ‘* Chandrikanjan'' at the locality where there is

pain will quickly relieve the discomfort and restore you
to normal.
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AN N N

W'HE wide popularity of . * Chandrikanjan '’ is a convincing

proof of its efficacy in relieving all kinds of aches, pains,
and swellings.
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and

Pharmaceutical Works,
GURUVAYUR ( SoutH - MALABAR.)
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THE INDUSTRIAL TRADING COMPANY Y :

OYITTY ROAD, CALICUT.
DISTRIBUTORS FOR THE TIDE WATER OIL CO., (INDIA) LTD., MADRAS % :
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. “A THING OF BEAUTY | |
IS A JOY FOR EVER.”
A Visit to the Jewellery Shop of

C. KRISHNAN NAIR

MFG. JEWELLER & OPTICIAN,
MOIDEENPALLI ROAD, CALICUT,

Wouid Convince you that JEWELLERY Shouid be had from him.

Pure Sovereign Gold - Excellent and Most Fashionable Workmanship -
Attractive Patterns and Designs.

EVERYTHING TO YOUR TASTE

PRESENTATION ARTICLES ALSO ON STOCK.
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VSDHI'_'IDL BOOK CO.,

:Bneksallers Publishers - Stationers
Principal Paper Dealers

 MANGALORE.

-

— WRITE 10 US FOR YOUR REQUIREMENTS —
= PROTIT EXECUTION ASSURED —
— ATTRACTIVE TERMS & DRICES —
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To ADORN THE BRIDE.

DIAMOND-CUT NECK GHAIN

VASANTHARANI GHAIN
GOHARJAN  BANGLES
BALAMAN! BANGLES

KODAKADUKKAN - -

You Needn't Despair If You Gonsult
C. SANKARAN NAIR

JEWELLERY HOUSE :: OTTAPALAM.,
FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMEENTS IN
JEWELLERY.,.
" House .of Quality, Beauty, Trust.

Gal -
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