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(TO'A MUSLIM ‘BROTHER)

%

Amidst the clangour hoarse and vile
Of faith-strife, blood; and tears,
We pass each other darkly, while
~ Hate rankles down the years.

I pine and hunger all the while
To feel your hand’s true clasp;
I wish the blessing of your smile
My locked heart to unhasp.

We hurry by, unseeing, intent

On shrine and scripture-chant
And fast and vigil, all-potent

To blight the soul with cant.

We hurry by, our souls inbent
On faith’s imagined dooms,

Fill God’s own garden with the scent
Of barren poisoned blooms—

Mirage of million nedding blooms
Which beckon down the path

That twists and narrows to hell’s glooms-~
Devotion’s aftermath,
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Is God a Moloch, then, who craves
The infant’s, virgin’s, blood ?

Ensanguined mouth that feeds on graves
And drinks the tearful flood ?

Our cruel creeds, it be that craze
To blunder, sting, and die,—

Like wasps bewildered in the blaze
Of torches flaming high.

Far other chance we might have viewed
In some deep sylvan zone,

Where Nature in her plenitude
Gives sweetness to her own,——

And truth and simgle faith that binds, |
Sweet clearness of the rills, ;

Sunset and dawn and whisp’ring winds,
Steadfastness of the hills;

And changing seasons with the weight
Of rugged work, joys, tears,
Unite and make us true and great,
. Earth’s manliest, gentlest peers.

In such a spot may we awake, :
And hope and chance arise : "

For life.long amities which make :
This earth a paradise !

— Sivadas Menon. 1
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R PO NSNS ARSI ANANIK

ARTICLE BY
C. KRISHNAN NAMBUDIRI.

(Senior Intermediate )

[A novel idea charmingly developed—Ed.]

J HENEVER I take up a news.
paper, I .am reminded of the
pathetic situation of the young girl
Bharati, in the College of Politics

and Science. She is blessed with the
noblest of instincts and the most deli-
cate of ideas, but her life has always
been so difficult that these have been
of little avail to her. At home her
_life is an incessant squabble; for the
place has been for long a veritable
" caravanserai into which all kinds of
people from all parts of the world
have drifted in and stayed with or
- without permission, living queer lives,
talking queer languages, and quarrel.
ling all the time about matters mostly
trivial. Bharati and her forbears have
always been too ready and cordial in
hospitality to shut them out when
they came or suppress them after.
wards. The result is that her daily
life is grating and painful at every
stage.At school, scheming or negligent
masters dlscouraged and destroyed
her native yearnings and tried to in.
stil into her mind their own notions
of life and culture.
~ In time she lost something of her
natural self, without entirely assimi.
lating the ways of the stranger. She
was compelled to pay a heavy part

v
.

of her income as remuneration for
tuition and guardianship, and often
found herself without money for her
own needs. Her own will was never
gratified in any matter, and she was
always spoken of not as a personality
herself but as somebody’s ward. She
had no real freedom.

For long she stood all this pahently,
though all the time she was in‘internal
revolt against the conditions of her
life. She was helped confidently and
confidentially by a number of loyal
friends who faced unpopularity, dis-
like, and even danger by taking sides
with her on all occasions.

Now her education is about to end,
she is provisionally allowed to take
her ‘Preliminary Examination’, on
passing which she will graduate
“Swatantra”
University. The learning that she
has attained from her teachers can
hardly suit her for any examination
at home or abroad. Her sole hope lies
in her adaptability, kindliness, and
courage,
friends.

The sibjects for the examination
are various, and questions asked are
usually twisted and confusing and
beyond the scope of her text books.

at the International °

and the fidelity of her




* elements

i

She has also to solve numerous un.
usual problems set haphazard from
time to time. Science is her hardest
test. She is reasonably good in theory,
but she has never had any experience
of practical work, for in the old labo.
ratories she was never made to do
anything beyond writing dictated no.
tes and adding up columns of figures.

In chemistry, she is required to do

“experiments to separate the compo.--

nents of that obstinate mixture of
Faith and Affairs neither of which is
soluble nor ever entirely free one
from the other in Asiatic varieties.
* Alternatively, she has to discover a
method of fusing the two into a new
compound in which neither will be
distingnishable or - troublesomely
persistent. Then she has to find the
purity percentage of given samples of
foreign salts usually used in state
tests and theories, and tocalculate
how many grammes can really reactin
practice witha reagent with which one
gramme of similar compounds obtained
in our own country enters into com.
plete reaction; if this should fail,
she has to discover entirely new salts
to produce the required results.

When doing -the electrolysis of a
compound known as Mata in a white
solution she found to her surprise
‘that the element HIND was formed
at the anode PIN and the element
PAK at the Cathode MAJ. When the
liquid was poured away the two
began to react with
each other in a violently explosive
-manner forming a red colour at the
surface and liberating poisonous gases
which had unsettling effects on the
human mind and even produced
symptoms of lunacy. Sheé tried the
Gandhi solution well known for its
- mitigating etfect and found the reac.
tion became somewhat less violent.

b ;

‘remove

She had then to find out & method by
which the two harmful

original innocuous compound.

At one stage in an experiment to
impurities like HYDRA,
JUNAG etc,, in the solid known as IU,
she learned in a disconcerting manner
the disadvantages of the method of
destructive distillation. She is now
trying out the analytical reactions of
the compound UNO in these difficalt
phenomena. We cannot say that she
has succeeded so far, but she hopes to
do so very soon.

In Physics she has had to discover
for herself and to prove the laws of
Forces and to calculate the equilibrant
required in order to keep quiescent
particles in equilibrium because they
were found to be affected by compo.

nent forces like AM, RU, BR. and to

verify the fact that this equilibrant
could be produced by the combined
effect of IN, CH, JA, etc, She has to
find out a negative catalyst to neut.

ralize the Russian red which threa.

tens to stain every element with
which it comes into contact

The other problems which face her
are comparatively easy and it may be
confidently expected that she will
answer them satisfactorily in due
time. She will surely pass and then
she will be Bharati, Swatantra. Her
next attempt. will be to help her
friends in class and also other candi.
dates at similar examinations. She
has chosen her life work already.
She is not going to live a life of show,
clothes, make-up, gossip, or quar-
relsomeness, as other girls usually
do; she will notlive in selfishness,
money.-grubbing, or land grabbing, all
for herself.
for the whole world in the offices of
Peace and Progress, Unlimited, all
her life. :

elements -
could again be converted into the

She will work instead ° °

By LA A U
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WHO IS A BORE?

& K. C. A. RAJAH, (Junior Intermediate)

A bore is usually a man who is so
self.centred that he cannot see him.
self as others.see him, or rather thinks
that others see him exactly as he sees
himself. He is so full of his own in.
terests and convictious and fads that
he cannot conceive another as unsym.
pathetic or uncomprehending. Of the
many species that exist of the kind,
one may say that the common quality
_is an inability to understand the feel.
ings of others. :

Not all of them are bad men. Many
are of course irritatingly hypocritical,
but there are good well meaning men
among them, and these are tragic

in proportion to their earnestness.’

They have usually burning eyes and
dry lips. They take life sericusly and
mean others to take it equally so.
They are of a missionary spirit and
their chief joy is the conversion of
others to their own particular follies;
but so far from doing this, they fail
even to win the admiration that they
seek for what they consider their own
special discoveries about life. The
only sensation that they create is one
of panic; we see a whole room-full of
people emptying and seekiig shelter
- at the sight of one who has establish.
ed a name as a reputed citizen of the
Commonwealth of Bores,

- Among these people there is one
variety that seems to call for some
sort of extenuation, I mean the school -
master. For a certain number of hours
every day he is expected and obliged
to bore batches of young victims. He
is paid to doit. That the payment is
inadequate does not seem to lessen

-

the obligation. He drones dutifully
on about his particular subject, while
heads fall forward in somnolence,
mouths gape in cavernous yawns, and
fingers fidget in non.academic occup.
ations.

That is all very well, and we have
no quarrel with the poor man so long
as he feels that he is on sufferance,
The boy is naturally hostile or un-
interested, and seldom feels active
enjoyment in‘the imbibing of know.-
ledge. Also some subjects and some
masters are so unattractive that the
process of inculcation is definitely
painful. But there is a type of man

.who makes this misery still more acute

by the belief that he is divinely
endowed and divinely commissioned.
He feels that he is on top of an admir.
ing world, and goes brazenly on with
loud voice, inappropriate gestures and
foolish exposition, explaining things
which he does not really understand.
He is the limit, the type and epitome of
all ennui in this sad life of ours. Some.
times also he is irritating in manners
and comical in appearance. Also, per.
haps he believes that little children
have no right to exist, or that if they
do, they should be like old men in
appearance and behaviour. He is
irritated by smiling or quick activity.
He hates boys because they are not
old men and because they have not
the scholarship and the devotion and
the grown-up virtues for which he
himself is so remarkable. He is the

enemy of youth. He it wasthat started

the term pedagogue and justified it by
ignorance and presumption. Let the

e



man who doubts this watch little boys
released from school after the day’s
work or even between spells of weari.
some occupation. How they shout and
yell and hop about in sheer joy! He
will never again hug the belief that
the school.master is anything but a
bore.

There are, however, a great many
other types who have not the excuse
of compulsion, but are self-made
makers of the more tiresome moments
in our life. They are usually, though
not always, middle.aged men who have
discovered various strange fads and
beliefs on  every conceivable subject
and insist on rubbing their theories
in the faces of every one they meet.
Some have theories on food, others

.special observances in religion, yet
others are earnestly political or re.
formatory in their views. They never
consider the other man’s right to be
left alone to his own ways.
They propound their views with the
utmost earnestness, and are never so
happy as when they feel that they are
converting some poor wretch to their
own beliefs.

Among these are persons who can
talk of nothing but their own parti.
cular work without any thought of
whether their interlocutor under-
stands it or is interested in it. The
most irritating of the tribe is the
young lawyer who is continually talk.
ing of cases which he has heard of.
Recently a young man had a gruesome
experience of this type. He had gone
to a barbers shop to have a hair.cut.
Now barber’s are usually musical
people and keep the radio going all
the time that they are at their unin.
spiring work. = This particular morn.
ing the saloon was echoing to
some excellent music from North
India. The golden notes of Punkaj
Mallick’s voice were floating through

' the room and many a waiting client

found the tedium,less painful while lis.

" tening to the song. Suddenly two well.

e o
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dressed young men entered. They look-

- ed round disapprovingly and ordered

the proprietor to switch off. The man
did so because they were well_.known
and important . people. 1In the
silence that followed, they took their
seats and began to talk immediately
in a loud voice about certain subtle
points in a recent judgment deli.
vered by Mr. Justice Chandra Sekhara
Iyer. Now these young men had not

. appeared on either side in the case.

Also the acuteness of the Judge’s re.
marks and the legal humour which
some of them brought out were by no
means clear to the poor people who
were having their hair clipped. But
the young men went on talking and
laughing incomprehensibly. Most of
the men present were resentful at the
stopping of the music; so was the pro-
prietor, though he gave a diplomatic
smile now and then to the law givers
who went on talking at him and all
the others present in merciless bursts
of learning. i
This was of course insufferable be.
haviour. I am sorry tosay that we
meet it very often at wedding parties,
‘Kathakalis’, and other non.legal
occasions- The men who inflict this
kind of shock talk at inappropriate

times are usually either beginners

or less than mediocrities in the
pursuit of their profession. I
have known successful and emi.
nent lawyers who could join any
general company and sustain conver.
sation on literature or art or general
affairs with ease and brilliance. For
them the daily routine ended when
they left the court, but these youngs.
ters keep on occupying themselves
with professional matters either
through a geniune academic interest
in the subject or to create an impres.
sion on others. The result is generally
far from impressive. :

It is not only lawyers who are guilty
of this weakness. We often hear in
general company a Sub Registrar
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talking of stamp value or a Deputy
Collector or Tahsildar talking of
revenue and office procedure. Most
other professions have also criminals
of this kind. Sometimes it happens
that at a garden party or other public
occasion these men drift towards
each other in asort of instinctive way,
and we find the legal people gathered
at one end, government officers in
another group, school masters in ano.
ther, and so on. When they do happen
to get mixed together without the
choice of grouping themselves, there
is either complete silence, or each man
follows his own line of talk without
particularly listening to the other,
and the general effect is in either case
pitiable. The majority of us are
_really unclubbable. '

There is also the kind of man who
can say nothing at all about anything,
and yet another kind to-whom life is
all card play. On the whole these
silent people are more bearable than
the assertive type of self.centred
talkers.

We have all at one time or another
met these terrible people, the health
fiend, the religious fiend, the politics
fiend,and the morality fiend. Once at a
wedding [ remember a newcomer was
introduced to the bridegroom. Instan.
tly he began to talk of the impending
-visit of an Honourable Minister and
how he himself had been requested
to meet him at Palghat the next day.
This was followed by a detailed tour
programme with an account of expe.
cted meetings, interviews, and other
matters of a political kind. The poor

- bridegroom was himself full of hap.
pier thoughts, and found it very diffi.
cult to show a polite interest in the
itinerary, and I found myself obliged
torelieve him fromthe embarrassment
by taking the politician away to ano.
ther corner. Here I found an old
man who was holding forth on the
virtues of gruel as night food and the
general devastation .caused in India

by the tea habit. A number of miser.

able looking youngmen were listening :

in a kind of hypnotised agony because

‘anyattempt at escape from theold man

or the pandal would have been absol.
ute impoliteness.

gentleman over. A little later, 1 in.
troduced the politician to the fcod
faddist and left the two talking each

of his own subject in perfect happi.-

ness. In another corner was a fat,
bald-headed, middle.aged man talking
to a group of women and girls. His
subject was yoga and the benefits of
sanyasi life. He was telling them
that he had mastered the practices
and could stand upon his head with
no other support and float about .in
water or in the air for an indefinite
time, and that God came to him very
often in the night and talked to him
familiarly about daily affairs. I my.

self felt that he was anything but the .
hermit he pretended to-be, and that

his Kavi dress was merely a cover for
worldliness and envy and many
other unsaintly ways. I knew that
he was a troublesome neighbour and a
pitiless landlord, and that he had add.
ed fourteen to the population of India,
and that his poor wife, whom I met in_
side. was visibly incubating a fifteenth.
Yet the women were listening to him

mouths agape and eyes round as sauc.

ers in wonder. Surely the feminine
element is the most direct encourage.
ment to bores all the world over.

How many such unsocial creatures

exist in the world! Eachof them
thinks that he is the fount of wisdom
and that the rest of the world has
been created merely to listen and

learn. 1 suppose each man has the

right to be happy in his own way and
to nurse his particular creeds and

fads to his heart’s content, but he -

should not have the right to make
others miserable There should be
a law* which would condemn such
transmitters of unhappiness to soli.

e

I too pretended to
be a gruel fiend and so won the old
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tary confinement for a number of
:years. Should they after return be
again guilty of the offence,they should
be punished with transportation for
life to some uninhabited place. Should
they in add'tion be also morally wick.
ed or even hypocritical or. insincere,
they should be hung till they are pro.

2

perly dead in the very first instance.

I wonder how many men there are
in this world who can honestly claim
at the end of a reasonably long life
that they have never made another
vawn or not produced that hunted
look which greets the bore five minu-
tes after he has begun.

THE CHURCH

Sketch : —V. T. Govindankutty Menon, (8. 1,)
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The coming of the New Year is an
irresistible provecation for an article
on prophecies. Perforce some delici.
ous subjects have to be left out, like
‘tapioca dosais’ and digestive troubles,
suicide problems, seedy swindlers,
metaphysical monotony, student
strikes ' (a. touch-me.not. subject). I
have also to omit Calicut’s most crash.
. ing and deadly bore. This windbag’s
latest swaggerings in the club last
evening were’ (1) opened §well bank
account in fourteen banks in South
India (names not disclosed for secur.
ity reasons). '(2) ordered silk suits
worth five hundred Rupees to let
citizens of Calicut know that sum.
mer is on (a voice was heard from
behind: ‘have you released the wrist
watech you pawned for veur hair
cut’ ?)

One of the major amusements of
- life is to look back upon the prolific
prophecies showerel on us by astro.
logers—that colourful peripatetic
_fraternity consisting of crystal gazers,
palmists, dabblers in shells, and the
twentieth century sibyls and augurs,
amiable eccentrics who pretend to
see your destiny lurking in your sig.
nature, the lines in your hands, and
various peculiarities of your anatomy.
The fun of life is lost if on remember.
ing them one assumes the look of the
school boy who has swallowed a lump
of assafoetida mistaking it for a @loo,

Prophecies are not
meant to be taken seriously. The
professional prophet isa very clever
and shrewd guy who lives behind
cloundy answerse which keep him per.
petually in the right, veritable rocks
of Gibraltar which nothing can assail.
They know the kinds of consultant’s

[ n
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questions to which they have to fur.
nish beautifully vague answers. And
their language is the mystic jargon
very different from the one we use
for talking about chairs and tables.
The man with the beaming “I—sold
For - Cash” look. supremely satisfied
with the ways of the world is, never
a patron of the prophet. It is that
band of people with a look of perma.
nent harrassment—the indigent Taluk
office clerk, the much—daughtered
School master, the hen-pecked hus.
band who has married an old actress
whose voice seems to come through a
bewildering number of tubes, the
Karnam’s son who has fallen down
and out in love with the girl at the
village well, and the fugitive from
justice, and such others who patronise
the sibyls to hear something pleasant
at least now and then. They surren.
der themselves and their purse with
the same abandon as rustics surrender
their heads to the village barber.
The prophecies are strictly personal
and invariably foretell good things,
and the possible interpretationc are
as elastic as India rubber. Astrolo.
gers do not commit the blunder of
mentioning earlyor fixed dates.
““Success in litigation is certain,” says
the palmist with oracular fervour.
But to whom ? He is discreetly silent.
Here is a leat from my own life,
Years ago I was chaperoning a blue.
eyed blonde, a correspondent of an
English journal in India Desiring to
show her a bit of roadside astrology,
I once led her to a man in a dress of
the colour of thunder and lightning,
For a copper he let out one of a few
birds from a cage in which it was
singing dolefully. It picked out in its
3
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beak a palm leaf from a sheaf held
out to it. It read: mugoeanaldilendl,
. Words or babies? ‘

My expectant Prince of Wales, by -

your side is a fiend in human shape
whose delectable pastimes and your
unspeakable agonies are setting the
shirt.studs rolling down the cupboard
at just about a quarter to ten and shri.
eking with joy as they whisk down to
the distant rat-hole true to the perver.
sity of their kind. He also embellishes
the brows of Ingrid Bergman, Bette
- Davis and Venus with a mdlgesasng’
and lands cricket balls on the head of
your aged and peevish aunt sunning
herself on the terrace. As for his
sister (I shiver to think of her) she has
a flair for smuggling under your very
nose your razor—creased gaberdine
pants and giving them a nice dipin the
kitchen sink, or emptying a bottle of
liver pills in the cup of tea meant for
a rare and distiguished guest of your
family, and so monkeying with the
veena as to produce the throaty
tromolo of an owl. Yes, the disparity
between prophecies and real happen.
ings is a veritable scandal of our
world.

The next time an astrologer says
that you are blessed with ‘Sukra Dasa,’
my words of worldly wisdom to you
are :— :

Indigent clerk ! get into the kitchen
and wash dishes for your ailing wife,
and save yourself from getting into
the grip of the Pathan money-lender
for footing the doctors bills.

Horse_race maniac! remember how
many times your favourites ran like
dhobi’s asses, swallowing up your
wife’s fortune.

Henpecked husband ! my sympathies
to you, but do not give yourself up to
the vision of getting rid of your shre.
wish.mate. Go to the office before she
wakes up and return home after she
. is asleep,

My dyspeptic iriend! do not dream
of a day when you will have appetite
enough to swallow a rhino.

DAWN.

K. K. Vijayaraghavan, (J: I.): >

An acquaintance of mine, a high ran.
king officer, was an,incurable late.
nighter who thought out a ruse to
escape the barrage of abusive words
with which his wife used to greet him
when returning at sinful hours. He
noted down all the muhurthams in
the month from an astrologer.cum.
almanac.maker and used to bring
home cocoanuts, garlands, and pan as
if he was just returning from a wed.
ding. One day he made 2 mistake in
‘nakshathram’ and he was canght.
“You worm !”” says the woman. “You
want me to believe that any human
being will marry today when even
Beelzebub would hesitate ?* =My
friend ran for life like a cockroach
when the kitchen light is switched
on. ;

Facetiousness apart, astrologers are
able to coax a smile on to the faces of

. the dullest and the most unresponsive
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types. They bring a fabled joy of
riches and domestic happiness to in.
numerable drab featureless'lives
crawling on the verge of lonelines
and hunger. They fill sad existences
with a dreamlike idealistic beauty
and folk_tale loveliness. The cleaner
in a hotel looks for the day when his
son may become the proprietor fing.
ering wads of notes. If is quite a
different matter of course if the boy

“turns out to be a mere server yelling

all day long, oo @mumsm, 8000 &me
asmflgme, @ad’s giving embarrassing
publicity to the customers concerned.

Suicide is a good escape from the
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fever and fret of life. .But unfortuo.
nately hanging goes by destiny and
shooting by the black market. There
are no fair.price depots selling halt.
ers or cartridges or poisons. And
drowning goes by density: the waters
of @gl and @meage tanks will refuse
to sink even the most corpulent being.
As for cutting the throat, the new
razors have become too Safety and
the old type has quite disappeared; so
astrology is the only hope of a temp.
orary escape. :

No corns are meant to be trodden
upon., If in inadvertence we have
done it, here are our apologies!

THE SEER

K. P. Rama.
krishnan,
S.1.)
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Requires Aid Urgently.

Sivadas Menon.



was Wednesday night. Twelve

J*

yearly examination was to commernce

o’clock had just struck. The half.
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the next day, bringing in its train an-

endless store of speculations, agonies
and anxieties. [ was trying to ham.
mer a few thoughts into my dense
head. With Mr. Narasimha Rao’s
notes on the ‘Lotos Eaters’ on my lap
I read at the top of my voice:

“«With half.shut eyes ever to seem
Falling asleep in a half dream”.

Che Land of

Satyagraha

i v
TAYARAMA PANICKER,

o).

L

Junior Intermedia

3

It was really more than - a half
dream to me. My brain refused to
grip. I did not realise in the mist the
picturesqueness of Tennyson’s descri-
ption or the rhythm of his lines. 1
cursed myself then for my incurable
habit of haunting the left back corner
of the English lecture hall from the
beginning to the end of the year. 1
felt something like repentance for all
the yawning and sleeping and dream.

ing with which I responded to my

lecturer’s earnest and enthusiastic

efforts to give me an instinct for

English poetry.

I continued droning on ‘falling as..
leep in a half dream’. That was the-
only real part of Tenryson to me- '

Suddenly the light in the room be.-
came dim. The brightness that flood.
ed the room a moment ago disap-
peared. Instead there came a dim
amber light. I rubbed my eyves in
wonder and fear. I seemed not to be
in my room at all: 1 was out—out in
the open in a strange land. :

T could hear ‘the , gushing of the
waves® which came thin and sepulch.
ral from regions far off. “In front of
my eyes stretched the ‘endless fields of
barren foam’. I was lying “propt on
beds of amaranth“and moly” in an

ethereal. half dream. All around
nte ~reclined other boys from my -
class with ‘half-shut eyes’. Now 1L

knew where T was. - I
of the Lotos of Satyagraha.

In the harbour was au‘c.hored a
huge ship 6n whose prow was embla.
zoned the words-Zamorin's College.

The Principal in Captain's uniform

landed on the shore and the lecturers
followed h'm all dressed in red ‘tar.
bans and khaki tunics: - Each of them
carried a lathi. They took up their po.
sitions and advanced on us in a regu.
lar formation. They came and tried
to persuade us to return to the ship.
A few obeyed, but the majority rema.
ined where they were, drunk of the
indolent forgetfulness. of the magic
plant called the Lotos of the Strike. -
We did not want to quit the isle -
where examinations came not and .
selections did not worry. We sang
in chorus: ;

Records and examinations are
not for us
We will no longer learn”—

Not heeding our protests and over-*
coming our desperate struggles, the
Principal—who at the moment appear.

. ~

-

[ wassin the land -




_ed to be stout and’ sturdy—Dbound us
with ropes and regulations and car.
ried us back to the ship and there we
are now grinding at the endless sla.
very of our daily tasks.

Suddenly I woke up to the sound of

22

a loud screech. It was 9-30 in the

morning and the alarm was ringing

at the highest pitch. 1 cursed the
time piece and all who had helped to
make it, and rose up and set about
preparations for College,

Way side.

Sketch: M. P. Sivadas Menon.
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[This boy knows four languages i'eally well, and has a true instinet for
: Literature. He shopld go for.—FEd.]

MODERNISM

IN

POETRY.

PURUSHOTHAMAN NEDUNGADI,
(O1d boy).

Forgive meif I begin in the first
person singular like Karaka, but then
Karaka is the fashion of the day. Yet
it is neither fashion nor egotism, but
a hope that what I have to say may be
illustrated more clearly that impels
me to such a beginning,

A few days ago, in an impish mood,
I copied out the the following frag.
ment from a poem and showed it to
friends who have pretensions to
modern literary taste:

-““~Such few desires,

Garden, food, fires—

Watch these phantoms

How they now are being.

Listening ............... hearing
Bookig-~ *45. ., . seeing

T e fearing.
While to tinge their moods, stiff-
Piis jointed moods,
The dumb, the sad, the sunset
; : shadow
Of the old house broods.
Alas, again, the ample phantoms
tremble
Tumble and crumble out of their
few needs,
Crumble ..... ..... then crumple up.”
I told them that it was the fruit of
my own experiences in writing
modern poetry and asked if they could
discern any of the traits of modernism

like freedom from convention, bold-
ness in conception, or vitality of ex-
pression in it. All that I received by
way of reply was a loud guffaw. They

thought it was ridiculous, with no

sense of any kind whatsoever. But
when I let out the truth that the poem

was written by no less a celebrity -

than Osbert Sitwell and also that it
was considered great enough to be
included ina representative collection
of the century’s poems, they were
impressed, and approaching it with a

new.found awe and respect began

probing deep, to hit upon some mean.
ing. :
Then I showed them another poem :
Now watch these words
Assemble to resemble
Your ensemble:
You are the beautiful night
With, to me, the brilliant light;
And to my heart, cool delight,
Clouds .. stars .. Moon,
- Fore head .... jessamine tresses,
You are far away in my heart?

It goes without saying that they had
only praise for it. They could admire

the delicate symbolism and symphony

of words till they were let into the

secret that the author was none but

“my humble self. Does this not speak -
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much for the influence of ‘modernism
both on the writer and the reader?
Yet my approach to modern poetry
is a sincere one; a candid one. [
have every desire to understand
it and enjoy it, but I find that
it always recedes from me like
Tantalus’ cup. This is the experience
of many others like me. The Modernist
element in poetry baffles them, clouds

them, embarasses them. Why? Let
us try to look at it clearly.
Now what is modernism? What

are the distinguishing characteristics
which go to build up modernism? It
claims for itself freedom from con.
vention of ideas and themes as well
as of the medium employed.. To quote
a champion of modern poetry: “Most
of the poets have found a fresh and
vigorous material in the world of
honest and harsh reality. They res.
pond to the spirit of their times: not
only have their views changed ; their
, vision. has been widened to include
things unknown to the poets of yester.
day”. For our purpose this statement
is as good as any other,

First of all there is the “fresh and
Vigorous material”: one is inclined to
. doubt bhow much of the credit is due

to modern writers for having disco.
vered fresh materials and broken
unexplored ground for subjects and
themes. Is it as new as all that ?
Remember that formidable sentence
of Wordsworth:

“The remotest discoveries of the
chemist, the botanist, or mineralogist
will be ds proper objects of the poet’s
art as any upon which he is now
employed. if the time should ever
,Conte when these things shall be fami.
liar to' uws and the relations under
which they are contemplated shall be

- manifestly and palpably material to
us as enjoying and suffering beings”
Does not ‘this mean that not only
love, death, nature, or religion, but
science, philosophy, and psychology

also can be.made subjects for poetry?
It does uphold the liberty of the poet,
theoretically of course, to make poetry
out of any subject of which the poet
is conscious. But then there is the
argument that these earlier poets
failed to exploit the fresh flelds, show.
ing a marked preference for the old
tracks,.and that it was left to the
modern poet to develope the various
fields of knowledge to the advance.
ment of poetry. Why did not Word.
sworth or, for that matter, any of his
contemporaries put into practice their
theories about the practicability of
which they were so sure? For the
answer we must scan the second part
of ‘the above quotation a little more
attentively. It states that the poet
must have apprehended the theme
with a certain emotion. It should have
become intimate with him, before he
sets to work upon it elaborately. As
long as the remotest discoveries of
the chemist remained remote to his
intimate personality, the poet did not
venture to deal withit. A casual
acquaintance with the subject, and
apprehension through mere. senses,
were not enough for him, He wanted
to understand it and grasp it with
certain passion which could carve out
for the theme concerned a mniche of
its own in the poet’s mind. The
modern poet is conscious of his liberty
to make poetry on any snbject, but
does not tarry to test whether the
subject has become “manifestly and
palpably materialto himasan enjoying
and suffering being;” and curiously
enough men who f{feel passionately
about an abstraction are often scien.
tists or philosophers, seldom poets,
That is why when the contemporary
poet exploits, say, Einsteins’ theory,
we sense a lack of warmth in it.
The writer has not been able to
identify himself with the subject with
some passion. This explains why our
century has yet to produce a single



great poet of the calibre of Shelley,
Keats, or Wordsworth.

Then how far has the vision of the
modern poet widened to include things
unknown to the poets of yesterday ?
It is true that modern psychology,
industrialism, machinery, and the
labour movement have been introdu.
ced in modern poeiry. But have these
things extended the realm of subject
matter in poetry in any way? There
is no intrinsic novelty in the introdu.
ction of an aeroplane or an atom
bomb where older poets used to
write about steeds and supernatural
swords or missiless We have
to - wait still for that poet who
can deal with the new scientific abst.
ractions with exquisitely artistic
power. Till then the claim for a
widened field of subject matter is all
myth,

Modern poetry is reputed to res.
pond to a realism, harsh and honest.
Yet how does it come about that an
ordinary reader with some glimpse
of literary taste, and himself a cog in
the wheels of this realism, is baftied
by the new writings? How does that
realism hecome strange to him ? He
has to wade through an abyss of intel.
lectual suspicion and speculation for a
considerable length of time before he
is able to perceive the faint glimmer.
ings of the harsh realism said to be
present in the poems. The reason
perhaps is to be sought in the promi.
nence ascribed to symbolism. No
doubt symbols cannot be dispensed
with; from the earliest days of crude
religions practices to these days of
matured culture and civilization, they
have played their part, but never have
they assumed such magnified propor-

‘tion as in the poetry of our own
times. The poet today does not
transfigure his own feelings and
experiences of the senses into some
form of reality with the assistance of

symbols, and thus illuminate and illu.

strate what he has to say. Instead, he

7

goes {rantically in search of symbols
that make even the more obvious ideas
obscure and abstract, and loses the
essential drop of matter in a floed of
colours. The result of the -whele
affair is that the immediate effect is
rather ambiguous; and that is no re.
commendation for a fine piece of
artistic creativeness. In the case of
a few like T. S. Eliot or Edith Sitwell

we can understand . the thought
without any  heavy wrestling
between writing and grey mat.
ter. It is because the symbolic

method of expression is quite naturat
to them, the realities of our world
strike their imagination as ‘symbols.
But intellectuals like these are rare,
Manymodern writers lack any sincere
inspiration and mistake the shadaw
for the substance and help only to
bring even those whom they imitate
into disrepute. Examples can be had
in plenty in the field of modern
poetry, especilly inthe Indo.Anglian.
When the reader looks askance at the
stuff there is a simple explanation
offered to him. The poet and also the
critic assume a pseundo-intellectnal
attitude and say: *We are in a
stratosphere intellectually. People
like you with {eeble brains are not
expected to understand geniuses like
us.” Nothing can be farther from
the truth. Poet or no poet, all of us do
have conversations with nature, and
the incidents that stir the imagination
of poets create at least some ripples in
our minds, too. But it is not in the
power of everyone of us to interpret
it emotionally and artistically. The
real poet is a man who achieves this
aim. Emerson meant him when he
said : “He stands among partial men,
a complete man’’. So it cannot be
beyond us to keepin touch with the
soaring imagination of a great poet,
provided the creation of the artist is
genuine in -every respect. Only a
dunce of a .very high order will
be unable fo recognise ideas

b |
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‘which he also feit though not as
clearly as the the poet conceived it.
If any writing is vague, it must have
been vague in the apprehension of the
writer. Only a clear idea is expres.

. sed ‘clearly. “No work of true

genius wants its appropriate form.

Neither indeed is there any danger of

this. As it must not, so genius cannot

be lawless, for it is even this that
constitutes its genius—the power of
acting creatively under laws of its
own origination”. A very good cri.

_ terion, which, when applied to mod.
ero poetry, will bring ito light the
corruptions wrought by the influence
of modernism.

There are three stages in the mak.
ing of a poem as it is presented to the
reader. First of all comes the inspi.
ration when the idea is born in the

poet’s mind and his creative urge rous.
ed. Then he works wpon it and shapes

_ it in the mould of his imagination.
Afterwards it is given expression in
words ‘‘such as men do unse,” and now
the reader is invited to enjoy it. No
doubt, any rigid code of rules as to
how his ideas should be dressed before
they are presented to the world,
would detract much from the teauty
of the poet’s original work. So when
the modern poet throws off the shack.
les of metre, rhyme. and other verbal
trappings, we cannot but congratulate
him because it brings him nearer to
that sublime trath in his conception.

Even then there lies before us the
bare fact that from the earliest days
of the origin of poetry verse has been
considered the apt vehicle for it.
The best poetry has always been
wriften in verse and only such poetry
has found ‘““‘an ever surer and surer
stay”. There is no decree that poetry

. should be served in verse, yet verse

and poetry always go hand in hand.

Why ? Because prose as a medium is

more difficult to handle. It is someth.

ing beyond a good poet to produce an
immaculate vessel of prose to hold

“ =
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the nectar of poetry as one crack may
prove fatal.

Let me make this clearer. An idea
is born in the poet’s mind and this
idea is in the shape of words. One
can go further and say that the idea
governs the way in which it is writ.
ten down. Final touches which he gives
to the form really brighten up the
4dea and give it perfection and per.
manence par excellence. So if the
writer has got hold of an exquisitely
beautiful idea he can express it only
in an equally beautiful form, and then
usually it would be in verse as it
definitely sets off the lustre of that
idea 10 a greater advantage than
mere prose. To a genuine poet the
the form is incidental. He need not
play any acrobatics with his idea to
fit it into the frame of verse. That
is why poets are born and not made.

In course of time corruption set in
and all verse began to be identified
with poetry. Verse garnished the mat.
ter expressed through it with a false
dignity, but it did to some extent
cramp and stiffen the style of pure
poetry. A reaction was necessary
against this formalized poetical fradi.
tion. In English, Walt Whitman be.
came thespearhead of the new move.
ment known as prose poetry. In the
KEuropean languages, it became more
and more popular. They dispensed
with metre and rhyme. But there is
a rhythm in their works which, as [
have stated above, is the outcome of
the symphony of words in their poetic
conception. There is a harmonious
flow of words now slow, now swift, as
the sense dictates. But this new free.
dom fell an easier prey to corruption,
Anything written in uneven lines, one
having only two words and the next
twenty. with spots and stars generou.
sly interspersed. became synonymous
withmodernist poetry, and great ones
too. Walt Whitman’s “Poems of Joy,”
James Stephens' ““The Main Deep.”
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Eliot’s “Rhapsody on a windy night”,
Osbert Sitwell’s “The Invader” are a
few examples picked out at random
where modern poets have made the
best use of their freedom from rules
of construction.

This liberty itseli is not anything
startlingly novel in the realm of
poetry. The fluidity of Chaucer had
much to do with it. Burns also work.
ed wonders with it. Modern poets
have still to reach their level of per.
fection in the medium. While we are
waiting for such a great and out-
standing personality, many shallow
scribes compose untuned melodies for.-
getting that it is not the form (or is
it the lack of form ?) but the matter
that makes those other poems great.
We have to suffer many an ass under
lions’ skins.

To-day there are more pretenders
than genuine writers, and it is up to
the critic to let the cat out of the bag
now and then. But critics themselves
appear to be in a fix. Like many of
us they also cannot really make sense
of these things parading under the

guise of modern poetry. But they

dare not speak against then, lest they
should be made targets of attack by

a fuoture generation which might
“strike oil”” in these writings. The

story of Keats and the Quarterly
Review always seems to haunt their
memory. Spender’s Bagshot hit the

nail square on the head when he com.
mented: “If Keats were really killed

by a Quarterly Reviewer, he is surely

much more than recompensed by the"
immense consolation which his mar-

tyrdom has afforded inferior writers

under the lash of criticism.”

If no critic rises to the occasion
conscious of his responsibility, but
still prefers to allow himself to be
deluded with this literary dilettantism
rather than run the risk of exposing
it, the future of poeiry with ifs craze
for shallow modernism is not very
heartening. It will lead to a time
when Aldous Huxley’s comment on
Modern folk poetry that it is meaning-
less and perfectly senseless, will be
only too true of all poetry. s
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I remember the first time —it was
when I was in the fourth form-I cook.
ed up an arrant lie to get six annas
out of my strict and frugal father to
go for a matinee show. Douglas
Fairbanks was there as “Zorro”. |
was ready to undergo any moral
depravement if only I could see the
thrilling “Mark of Zorro”. Those
were days when two things counted
most for me as a student, my evening
games and the week.end matinee
shows. What ? The exam ? Dash it!
I could pass that all right.

INDEARN [F

I am led to believe that the average
student (the bespectacled bookworm
and the Jubba—clad half - baked poli.
tician excluded!) thrives batter on
his ration of cinemas, games, and
gossip about college cuties and film
folks, than on his eight-ounce ration.
When two students meet, the brilli.
ant back.foot stroke of Hammond,
the miraculous stick work of Dhyan.
chand, the fleet_footedness of Jesse
Owen, the hectic bouts of Joe Louis,
_ the unending centuries of Bradman,
the all_.round mastery of Compton and
Mankad, the wonderful tragic acting
of Greta Garbo and Norma Shearer,
the perfect comedy of Charlie Chaplin,
or versatile genius of John Barry.
more are apt to be discussed more ve.
hemently than Milton, Shakespeare or
Shaw. Every student enthuiast waxes
elogquent on cricket as if he were an
Arthur Mailey, a Fingleton, a Jack
Hobbs or a Patsy Herdren. When
the topic is films he poses as an Abbas,
a Baburao Patel, a Judas, a Zabak, or
a Tungi. Well the students, they all
live on other people’s money and their
fertile (?) imagination. L.et them have
that proud privilege till one fine
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VASUDEV, (Old boy)

morning it is knocked - cut of them by
the merciless hand of Fate. '

As teen.aged lads we sat thrilled to
see Fairbanks come out as “Zorro,”
as “The thief of Baghdad,” or as “i.on
Q. son of Zorro”. To witness the
gymnastics of Navinchandra, the
miraculous fencing of Master Vithal
we were prepared to say the blackest
of lies and undergo the most terrible
of chastisements. :

Days rolled by. We were no longer
high school boys. Our critical facul.
ties were sharp enough. The talkies
came and Navinchandra, Vithal
Gohar and the whole batchof them had
to give way to talented newcomers,
Himansu Rai and Devika came on
the screen. B. N. Sirear, Shantaram,
the Boses Nitin and Debaki, and
Barua gave Indian Film Industrya
decent charm never dreamt of before.

Devika showed us how love scenes

could and should be presented on the
oriental screen. Kannan and Saigal
sang their way into our hearts.
Asok came smiling and set the hearts
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of college girls pulsating.Prithvi came;
here was the perfect he.man and hero
we were waiting for long. The cat.
eyed Chandra Mohan, Nawab and
Jagdish set new standards of histri.
onics unprecedented till then in the
Indian Film horizon. We realised
that superb acting was  not the
monopoly of Hollywood. For once
we sat thrilled and proudly reared
high our heads. 1 began to study
Hindi, as the brilliant dialogues of
Cashyap and the exquisite lyrics of
Pradeep were lost on me. In the
mad patriotic fervour I even esche.
wed English pictures except when
Garbo, Bette Davis, NormaShearer or
tbe three Charlies (Boyer, Laughten
and Chaplin) were there. For once
I could stand up and shout to the
sophisticated, English-loving, Hindi-
eschewing, Indian film-goers that if
they had their Garbos, Barrymores,
Navarros, Colmans and Crosbies, we
had our Devikas, Kannans, Ashoks,
Chandramohans, Nawabs, Davids and
Saigals. If they had their Cecil de
Mills, David, Selznicks and Hitcheocks,
we had our Modis, Mehboobs, Mukher.
jis, Shantarams, Boses and Baruas.
As I thought of the glory and status
that pervade the Indian film firma.
ment, and in such a short time, I felt
thrilled and was proud of every one
of them that contributed his or her
mite to the building up of the great
institution ecalled ; Indlan l' 11m
Industry.

reign of black market.
Dick began to set up new productions
and dole out any filth. Art was raped;
nay mercilessly butchered. “Art for
money’s sake” was the unuttered slo.
gan in the Indian Film world. Indian
_ Cine-goers began to wonder if the men
who gave us pictures like Amar Jyothi,
Jeevan Prabhat, Duniya Na Mane, Ad.
mi, Woman, Vidyapathi, Sikandar and
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Padosi were all on a holiday. R C. Bor.
al, Saraswathi Devi, and Ramachand
Pal were not so much in demand as
Ghulam Haidar and Naushad. Swar.
nalata, Suraiya, and Noor Jehan began
to force themselves on us in every
picture. The great Devika was not to
be seen at all! Kanan came in Barua’s
first somer sault, “Jawab"; the picture
drew at the Box office because ofKanan
and Kamal Das Gupta and not because
of Barua. She disappeared again only
to make her absence all the more poi-
gnant.

The three great institutions, Prabh.
at, N. T.; and B. 1., in which we had
reposed such implicit faith, split them.
selves into “Chota” organisations, all
because of the puffed.up vanity of a
producer, Director or a rising female
star. It was a case of dissipation of
talents. The great Barua was dis.
graced as he began to give us rotten
stuff like ‘“Ranee”. It was a wonder
how Jamuna stuck to him like that.
The wizard Shantaram forgot his
magic touches and struggled. Bombay
falkles lived only on the tradition set
up in bygone days and the new dancing
star Mumtaz Shanti. The stereo-typed
entertainment was as much getting on
our nerves as the old worn.out face
of Leela Chitnis. B.N. Sircar who has
boasted of makingand unmakingKanan
Balas could at best give us only Bha.
rati Devi. The whole film firmament
was fringed with black clouds of chaos.

+ Alas! what greatness was built by the

The second WOrld war broke out }
The boom set in. It'was the demomac R
.Any Tom or

mastersofolden days was washed away
in._the mad hurry to mint money.
Wastis, Karan Dewans, Amars, and
Dileep Kumars peeped from behind the
curtain. Yousefs -and Asif posed as
almighty Omniscient producers. The
Governmental order that every studio
should produce a propaganda picture
crowned chaos with mischief and
ridicule.Our mushroom prodacers who
did not know the A, B. C. of film craft
gave us real horrors. How many times



had I to waste thirteen annas! If they
had watched the brilliant propaganda
pictures like*The Human Comedy’ and
“Mrs Miniver,” they would have hung
their heads in shame. Or would
they have, after all?

In the meantime we were fortunate
to get a “Raja” and a “Ram Rajya”.
As a rule Cock and Bull stories,
cheap tunes —not necessarily snappy
always — coarse dances, and crude
antics grinned at us from every picture,
The 4 anna seats were tickled some.
times; but the rest sat smoking away
the dreariness, slept, talked shop to his
neighbour, or scanned the place to
find if a damsel was handy to stare at.
Why did this change take place, this
deterioration come to pass in the
Indian Film Industry when Hollywood
and English pictures were left un.
scathed? The petty-mindedness of the
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who persisted in calling themselves
Directors, the unfortunate split in
the three great institutions, and the
blind hurry to sweep as much dough
as possible, all contributed to this
downward march. In place of Garbo a
Garson aud a Bergman were discove.
red, That the foreigners are on their
pursuit to discover fresh talents every
time was made evident when Gregory
Peck made his debut in “Spellbound”.
But who has come to fill the gap left
behind by Devika? [Let the pillars of
our Film Industry ask themselves such
questions and shake off the lethargy
that is enveloping. them. Let them
consolidate their position, retrieve
the Indian Film Industry from its
piteous, and otherwise  inevitable
doom. It was once on the onward
march to glory and top class enterta.
inment. It can surely reach the citadel
of fame if our Shahs, Sircars, Shant.

several producers, the lack of culture, arams, Modis and Mehboobs really
and the arrogance of the nonentities care.
TEMPLE .
K. P. Ramakrishnan, (S. I.)
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By YES EM.

[An instance of the kind mentioned in the article on Modernism in
Poetry—Ed.]
At midnight,
From profitless poesy and muzzy shapings of the earth
Hunger woke and stepped
From his unmated cubicle aloft—
Emptiness in patterned immemorial dust — 3
And past many doors :
Of domestic, secure, muted cosy ether.blares, |
Crept down dim windy wells—down, down, down, down,
Into the neon-blazing canyon of concrete far below =
Dimmed with the horizontal howl of water whipped by wind.
Overhead, the blue.black momentary moon :
Leaned against streaming coal-seams butter_edged;
All around, sleek steel.hide things with blinding eyes
Slithered in the blazing splash of mud, ~
And many beasts in rubber skins jostled under steaming ribbed
mushrooms.
There stood his sister in a spreading tortured mirror on the kerb,
Emaciated wax, that pressed a shuddering huddle of aliment.thirst
Against a wistful drought : cold drops ran searching
Down drenched insufficiencies wind.-lifted
Into the shrinking goose.skinned shadows : .
All around in the middle heights a thousand chromatic winks
Shouted Food, Clothes, all satisfying Warmths. In front
A guzzle.house exhaled hot spiced breaths that set
The garlicked juices flooding forth
In corroding gurgles of agony. Dry-eyed, she held out
Pale five-fold supplication.
Pigs grunted,
Monkeys leered,
Hyenas laughed,
Tigers growled,
And went past. \
His fingers went searching futile recesses
And, despairing, flung out skyward, defying absent gods.
He too, slanting against the white lash,
. Went past.

And now will some one tell me what I mean ?
For I know not what I mean,
I mean.

[A prize of Two Rupees will be given to the student who sends in the clearest
interpretation of these lines]. ‘
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M. K. Karunakara Menon, (S. 1)

[Here is a new angle on an old
subject—Ed.]

The Taj has been familiar to us all
since Primary School. In text books
of English and Malayalam, in geogra-
phy and travel books, we have seen
pictures and read descriptions of this
marvellous structure which is one of
the wonders not only of India but of
the whole world. Volumes of liter.
ature have sprung up in praise of its
magnificence, and writers and poets
of all ages and of all countries have
exhausted themselves in attempts to
describe its indescribability. Its en.
chanting architecture, its ethereal
beauty in moonlight, and yet more the
beautiful sentimental story behind

_its construction. have appealed to in.
numerable men and women from the
earliest times. I do not propose to
give a description of it now. Such
an attempt would be unwarranted
if not boring. However I cannot

_but record with great sorrow some
aspects of its deplorable condition
today.

The Taj is, alas! losing its charm
rapidly day by day. Many of the
valuable precious stones which decor.
ated it in a hundred colours have
been removed by thieving visitors.
Where they had been set at incredi.
ble cost and inimitable artistry there
are now only holes and dents and
ugly scratches. The walls and the
flooring stand stained and discoloured
by filthy hands and feet. The whole

structure has now a look of dirt and
neglect resulting from the indiffer.
ence of a Tovernment which should
have expended all care in preserving
this mighty and beautiful monument.
Many of India’s most striking speci-
mens of art and culture have, as we
know. been appropriated and remov.
ed by westerners into their own
museums. Today they adorn the
capitals of western countries where
we find priceiess products of Indian
art of the various periods. The pity
is that what could not be removed has
been left so utterly and sinfully
neglected :

Now that we have a government of
our own, led by men who should show
greater appreciation for our culture,
it should be their foremost endeavour
to establish a department for the
preservation and maintenance of the
innumerable Taj Mahals scattered all
over the country.

I myself saw the Taj during the
Christmas of 1945. It was a Christmas
of unusual significance because it was
the first after the greatest and the
most destructive war  in history.
We, were stationed at Jhansi at the
time. All were rejoicing over V.J,
and the prospects of early release.
We, a small group of four, resolved to
celebrate the occasion in a pilgrimage
to the Taj- All of us had peculiar
notions and vague ideas about its
charm and splendour. We had al.
ready seen some of the ancient fort-
resses and courts at Jhansi and were
sunk in amazement at the beauty of
those structures. How much more
wonderful must the Taj be, we
thought.

On the evening of the appointed
day we managed to get a truck to the
Jhansi Railway Station. There we
waited loitering on the long stretches
of platforms for the arrival of the
Grand Trunk Express. Exactly at
nine o’clock the train steamed in, and
we hurriedly crowded into a com.
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partment. Outside, vendors were
making a great noise sheuting Hindu
‘Cha’ and Muslim ‘Cha’. This sound.
ed strange to Madrasees unaccustom.
ed to religion in refreshments. Indeed
in this respect the Madrasee may be
considered more civilized than most
North Indians. It is no wonder then
that when Calcutta and Delhi became
shambles for the slaughter of human
beings in bitter communal riots, com.
monsense Madras remained calm and
quiet.

We had only to travel about two
hours to reach Agra. We reached
the place at about eleven. The station
was wrapped in a profound silence.
The night was so cold that we felt as
if it was piercing through our warm
suits and shawls. There were few
people about One or two police men
were drooping in sleep under the ele.
ctric lamps. Some of our company
were against the idea of proceeding
straightaway to the Taj which
was about seven miles away. Also
the cold was .increasing irresistibly.
So we resolved to stop at the station
till morning. It was of course im.
possible to sleep. So we talked
as we shivered in the biting cold.
Suddenly we caught sight of a group
of girls at the other end of the plat.
form waiting for the next train to
Muttra. The talk turned into a
different and a livelier channel. We
‘had no difficulty in identiying the
girls, Who else would dare to come
out in the cold av that time of night

. except the redoubtable W.A, C. () ?

We had a lot to tell each other in.
criticism of their free and daring
ways. We spent the night staring at
them and discussing them and telling
many stories about them.

In the morning we started looking
for a taxi but the taxi wallah demand.
ed an exorbitant sum, and a tonga was
not suofficient to take all of us. Sowe
resolved to march, for afterall were

A N e

we not soldiers, and what are seven
miles to men accustomed to heavy
route marches? After about two.and.a
half hours’ brisk walk in the morning
mist the peak of the Taj was visible
through the green foliage of the state.
ly trees. We walked forward passing
many petty red marble tombs and cast-
les, and reached the main gate, a great
red building with stairs and verandah
and a profuse display of sculpture.
Turning to the left we were astonish.
ed at the sight of a huge mass of white
marble which flared and flashed into
our eyes and blinded us for a moment.
It was the TajMahal with its four
minarets and lofty dome towering in.
to the sky and looking pure as a white
rose blooming in all its splendour.

At the eatrance we were approach.
ed by a crowd of guides who acclaim.
ed themselves the descendants of the
emperor Shah Jehan’s courtiers.
They posed as experts competent to
give us a catachesis of all informat.
ion about the Taj. They carried
licenses and testimonials from ex.
Viceroys, Maharajas and other impor.
tant visitors. We employed one
among them who displayed wonderful
volubility and readiness in explaining
to us in Hindustani and semi-English
the importance of everything we saw
and stories about every nook and
corner -of the Ranee’s court, the mos.
que, the beauntiful garden, (not
so beautiful now to the visitors’
eyes) and a thousand other particulars
about that majestic mansion of melan.
choly. After we had disposed of him
with a baksheesh of two chips we went
round the place again seeing things
once more at our own leisure.

One can only feel disappointment
and extreme sorrow at the sinful
neglect to which this great monument
lies exposed. The first impression on
a visitor’s mind is that there is no
organized management to look after
the place. The lack of cleanliness
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was particularly shocking. The vista
in front of the building is allowed to

grow wild and the trees look
ragged and unsightly. The artifi.
cial ponds and canals constructed

in white marble are filled with dirty
water and choked everywhere with
weeds. Some of the kerbstones lie
broken and displaced. Everywhere
the white marble is covered with dirt
and blackened with neglect. ' Alto.
gether the place looks unkempt and
sad. We should not forget that many
thousands of people come from diffe.
rent parts of the world every year
to this place. It is a national disgrace
to leave it in the condition in which
it now is. Also it is an alarming thou.
.ght that if this neglect continues the
whole structure may come down in
ruin in the course of a few years.

We moved towards the fort of Agra
about a mile and a half from the Taj.
It is  another monument to the art
and power of the glorious days of the
Mughal. Its outer walls and super
structure are monstrous enough to
make us wonder whether it is natural
human work. We ask ourselves
whether it is possible to construct
such a strong fortress even in these
days of scientific inventions and indu.
strial mechanisation. How much
more wonderful in strength and
patience men were in the ancient
days, and what must have been the
power of an emperor who could com.
mand such vast manpower as could
accomplish such tasks with bare hands!
When we entered that fort we felt

for a few minutes that we had been
cut off from the outside world and
that we were really back in the days
of the Mugals. We wandered about
for  an hour ' in dazed wonder.

Among the things which remain im.

pressed on our memory are a large
blue marble stone in the middle of the
durbar hall and a small diamond fixed
on the markle door of the Ranee’s bed.
room. On this small diamond a clear
image of the Taj a mile and a half
away is reflected in the daylight.
We were almost paralysed with asto.
nishment and joy at the sight of this
piece of art.

I cannot conclude without referring
to the sordid
degraded city adjacent to the fort.
Agra city is definitely worse than
most South Indian towns. 1 have
often had occasion to ask myself
whether the municipalities and cor.
porations of some North Indian cities
had any sense of hygiene and sanita.
tion. In Agral found. busy streets
with a large population, innumerable
shops, and large numbers of vehicles
and cattle, all mingled together in
inextricable confusion, leaving in the
mind of the stranger a bitter impre-
ssion of incompetence, squalor- and
crowded unwholesome. life.
deserves government attention of the
first priority. After all, quite apart
from our own feelings, it is a place
frequented by many foreigners and
the medium through which Indian life
is seen and reflected in the eyes of the
stranger.

condition of the

The city.
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SHORT STORY
BY

It was a beautiful evening such as a
poet like Spenser might have delighted
to feign. A breeze blew from the
west, laden with the fragrance of rose
and jessamin. Bright, fleecy clouds
floated in the sky. The evening sun
was playing upon the grasson the
lawns. The beautiful rays now kissed
them, now rubbed them softly,
and the breeze moved them in
wavelet after wavelet which dan.
ced to the faint gavotte as
it rustled round and blew in. “How
long would they dance?”—a thought.
ful man would have asked this ques.
tion to himself and would have pon.
dered over their short span of life.

Gay men and women were walking
along the main road of Kallai. The

road was crow-.
ded. The labour.
ers of the many
Saw Mills were
on their way
back home after
the day’s weary
work-their hair
dishevelled,

shirts and trousers dirty and torn
and patched. The teachers of the
local Municipal School were mechani.
cally moving homeward, perhaps
meditating on some untoward inci-
dent of that day. In the local library,
lovers of books were seen pouringover
some magazines, Some youths were
sitting on the bank of the river to
enjoy the evening breeze, to see the
multi.coloured spots on the horizon
atjsunset, and watch meanwhlle time’s
gradual ghde away".

The evening train whistled and stop-
ped at the Railway Station which was
over crowded. Some passengers got
down, others entered. and a little
later it whistled, pushed forward and
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(Old boy.).

left the platform. Through the ent.
rance poured out men and women
and children anxious to meet their
kith and kin. Gradually the confused
noise of porters and passengers ceased.

The crowd had melted, and except
for some porters and the Station
Master, the Railway Station was pra.
ctically empty. Only the loud voice
of a Tamil.speaking clerk rent the air.

Amidst these sights and sounds,
very few observed Rehman aand his
family. He was sitting on the floor,
in a corner of the outer verandah of
the Railway Station. Ile was a
middle.aged man. Beside him sat a
pale.looking woman, his wife. On'
the bare floor lay their only daughter,
Ayesha, a girl ten or twelve years of
age, She had
thick bandages
on both her
knees, comsequ-
ent of an ‘inci-
ent’ which had
happened in her
home town Nel.
lore three days

ago. By the side of her sat Basheer,
her brother, a boy hardly ten Vvears
old. He was consoling his sister in
her sad plight.

The woman heaved a deep sigh.
She called her husband. But Rehman
did not answer. Again came the
trembling voice. He looked at
her and broke out into what resem-
bled an emotional monologue. ‘‘Obh,
Fatima, my sweet, 1 am ,defeated.
I have lost everytning. There is no
one to help me. I have nowhere to
go, no one to go to”. Two or three
drops of tears rolled down his cheeks.
His throat choked. In a broken voice
he continued, “Oh, Allah, this is too




- much, to...o0...0 much. Oh, Amir,

my son, where are you? Don’t you
miss Ayesha and Basheer ? Why did
you die so young ? Fatima, sweet, I
am helpless! [ have ruined you,
Fatima*. Here Rehman broke off
because it went to his heart to call up
the unhappy events of ‘the past week.

All this time Fatima was silent.
She did not utter a single word. But
her eyes told strange tales—horrible
tales—the thought of which was
enough to shatter her. She recalled
the last moments of Amir, her eldest
son, now no more than a name. She
heaved a deep sigh, and her mind
wandered afar tothe grave_yard of the
local mosque where were many stones
with no pomp or splendour. Under
one such stone Amir slept for ever—
Amir, the flesh of her flesh, the bone
of her bone, killed by a mad crowd.

The evening advanced into night.
The family had no food.

The night was chilly. Far away
from the labourers’ cottages small
lights shone dimly. There was no
moon. The sky was inlaid with twin.
kling stars which cast a dim light on
the world below. Fatima went out
to fetch water froma well situated
within a stone’s throw of the Railway
Station. She went alone, a poor mother
thrown out into a world full of misery,
- pain, starvation, and death. She drew
a bucket full of water, poured it into
her pot, and returned to the Railway
Station.

While they were drinking the water
‘& policeman entered the verandah to
ask them to quit the place. He went to
them but he stood still. Rehman was
still talking to himself. The police.
man heard the weird monotone. Reh.
man'’s sinking voice cast a spell over
him. Ayesha in her sad plight caused
a spontaneous overflow of mercv even
from the traditionally cruel police.
man. The wretched condition of
Fatima evoked his sympathy and

o8

heartielt pity.He asked Fatima, ‘“Mo-
ther, what can I do for you?”. Fatima
looked at him. “Oh, I did not know
you were here, policeman. Did you
say anything to me?”.

“Yes, mother, what can Ido for
you?”.

“You cannot do anything for me.
Thank you, Policeman”’.

The policeman took a coin from
his purse and placed it before Fatima
and then he retraced his steps. Ina
few moments the sound of his boots
died down in the chill air of the night.

Fatima took up the coin and giving
it to Basheer asked him to get some.
thing to eat. Basheer went out. In
a few minutes he returned and said.
”Mother, the bazaar is closed”. They
preserved the coin to buy food the
next day.

Ten or fifteen minutes passed.

In the Waiting Room a European
Official was reclining in an easy-chair.
The sounds from the verandah
irritated him. In a moment of anger
he rose up and hastened to where
Rehman was sitting, brooding over
his past. He scolded Rehman bitterly.
Without a word of protest or revolt,
they left the place and moved to a
banyan tree, very near the Station.
Yes, the lowly and the lost would not
revolt. _
Very soon everyone was asleep. But
Rehman lay awake.

Persons who are weighed down with
grief and cowed down by catastrophes
lie awake at night, their subconscious
minds always harbouring new thoughts
-and working at new plans—the plans
at issue, one yielding place to another
even as the quick shift of scenesina
cinema. At long last the performance
will end with the traditional “Good
Night” and then the writing on the
wall will be made clear in letters of
blood. Rehman was gradually appro-
aching this bitter end. He had lost
interest in life and faith in his future.



At night while the happy world was
sleeping, enraptured in a thousand
blessed dreams, Rehman was awake,
a poor father who was mad and whose
experiences showed beyond all doubt
that men and women are but helpless
puppets in the hands of mischievous
Fate.

Rehman got up suddenly and went
to where Ayesha was lying on a dirty
cloth spread on the bare ground,
under the banyan tree. From an old,
worn.-outleather box,he took a dagger.
He kissed Ayesha and at last thrust
the dagger heavily down in her heart.
With a faint and melancholy murmu-
ring sound blood rushed out of the
fatal wound, singing, as it were, the
swan-song of the sleeping’ child. " No
tears rolled down Rehman’s cheeks.
He exhibited extraordinary stoniness.
He turned to Fatima and sat beside
‘her. She was sleeping soundly after
the rough and tumble of the day’s

9

weary routiue, and Rehman knew
that no faint sound could awake her.
He murmured, “Arms, take your last
embrace! Lips, O, you the doors of
breath, close yourself for ever after
this final kiss”l. He kissed Fatime
gently, lest she should awake. He
stood up and looked at her for the
last time and turned. From afar, a
whistling sound was heard and in the
twinkling of an eye, Rehman took to
his heels and shot away in to the
darkness right into the track of the
on.coming train,

At dawn the usual church.bell was
sounding and the tingling sound trave.
lled over the vast paddy fields, over
murmuring river Kallai, over the big
Saw Mills, and ended in a sad echo
from some unknown corner. With
the sound.waves the souls of an un.
fortunate father and an ill-fated
daughter travelled to the limitless
fields of God.

THE BAY.

C. VENUGOPALAN NAIR.
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CHANDRAKUMAR, 8. I.)
[Who is the poor devil ?—Ed.]

Ocourrence:—QOccurs as combination of
flesh, blood and bones.

Properties:—

1. Is a short, fat, solid, brown in
colour and easily melted by kind
words.

2. Has the smell of Cuticura Pow.

" der and Swastik Hair Oil.
3. Very active in the college, and
. explosive when angered suffici.
ently.

4, Highly combustible when in a hot
temper.

5. Very unstable and splits up easily
into H,O+ Na (] (tears).
Incidehtally Na Cl can be prepar.-
ed by allowing this unstable com.
pound to decompose in the  pre.
sence of catalytic agents like
Dynamics and Trigonometry.

%

21,

. Is a powerful devouring agent. A

plate of ‘hen.roast’ disappears
very soon in the presence of this
agent. Of all fruits, attacks sele.
ctively the capple’ and ‘pineapple’.

7. A boring agent also, boring by
8.

stale talk,

Has great affinity towards the
other sex, and whenever in their
presence, a silent discharge of
electricity takes place, the eyes
acting as the anode and cathode.
Too easily bleached by bleaching
agents.

Very fond of the section ‘Light’,
and is often seen in front of the
looking glass probably verifying
the laws of reflection.

Combine sparingly with question
papers, forming rubbish and pre-
cipitating digit marks.

Special Properties:—

1.

2.

During any session of the College
Union, can be seen running up to
the platform every now and then.
Plays hockey 'in the position
‘right.out’, should have been
really left.out

Tests:- -

Tested by the presence of half a
tin of powder and a half.bottle
of hair oil on his person.

Uses: —

Of absolutely no use, but to waste
money, energy and time.
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JLIVER GOLOSHITH:

To the ordinary man, behaviour is
more impressive than character. It
often happens that carelessness about
personal dignity or absolute openness
of speech ruins a man’s reputation
more effectively than intolerance or
“even wickedness. This was what
must have happened to Goldsmith.
We cannot otherwise understand how
the first authentic Citizen of the
- World should have been considered a
fool while Johnson who hated or des.
pised everyone and everything that
was not English or Tory or High.
Charch was acclaimed the greatest
philosopher of his age.
- The fact was, Goldsmith was too

simple to hide his follies and spoke
without reticence of himself and his
failures. This made him a laughing
stock all his life because it diverted
attention away from his real great.
ness and fixed it upon human foibles
which had at no time any taint of
hatred or vice. but made him look
quite human and unphilosophic. Bos.
well wrote with real perception about
the greater qualities of Johnson but
he seems entirely to have missed both
‘the wisdom and the purity that lay
concealed in the character of Gold.
smith. Boswell himself was not ent.
irely a good man and his prejudices
very often overcame his judgment.

He was willing to abase himself be.
fore men whom the world received as
great; he bowed abjectly to Johnson
and could tolerate Burke and Rey.

JUDGMENT REVERSED.

M. P. S. MENON,

nolds, but he was continually irritat-
ed by the little man whom he consi-
dered foolish and presumptuous and
who had no overpowering qualities
of birth or social grace.

The next man who wrote exten.
sively of Goldsmith was Macaulay.
It was again unfortunate that Macau.
lay was, though'in a different manner,
the very antithesis of Goldsmith in
intellect, behaviour, and personal
habits. He was pre.eminently the
clever man. He was regular in study,
balanced in dress and manners, had
strong beliefs and prejudices in every
matter, and went on at a regular climb
from stage to stage of a very success.
ful life. He was the typical English.
man moving from success to success
in public life and ending up with a &
peerage and a place in the cabinet.
He was the kind of man who could
excuse any thing but irregularity and
clumsiness. There was nothing in
the worldly career of Goldsmith
which this clever and brilliant man
could admire. Goldsmith was poor at
school, was dismissed from college,
could not settle down to any position,
could not manage money thriftily,
was often in debt, and was a wander.
er who made a mess of his life.
Macaulay is therefore intolerantly
severe in his remarks, and once or
twice even imputes to him moral fai].
ings for which there is no real evj_
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dence anywhere. Even the criticism
of the written works of Goldsmith is
patronising and narrow, because so
ardent a party man as Macaulay was
could not find anything wise or reaso-
nable in the wide humanity of the
other. His tone implies a continual
wonder how a man who so often got
into trouble over money and dressed
in so un.Chesterfieldian a manner
could have had brains for anything at
all,

Thackeray was more openly charit.
able in his estimate, but even he could
not do eantire justice to Goldsmith,
because he was a snob at heart and
had many of the possessive prejudices
of the Victorian age.

The result of so much adverse or
qualified criticism has been that stud.
ents of literature have most often mis.
sed the wisdom and the utter origina.
lity of Goldsmith. In the treatment
of world questions he was really far
beyond his century. The period during
which he lived was historically one of
increasing expansion and of increas-
ing insularity for the English people.
They were establishing colonies, con.
quering new countries, and extending
trade and industry in their own coun-
try. Certain clear effects were pro-
duced by these factors on their chara.
cter. First and foremost was the
feeling that they were superior to
every other people in the world.
Along with this came the rise of the
Imperialistic spirit and a sort of
Jingo brutality. Economically, the
commercial classes were rapidly com.
‘ing into importance. while the yeomen
were either moving into the cities or
migrating into America or Australia,
The new trader class felt themselves
in opposition to the old nobility and
mobilised themselves into a middle
class political party called the Whigs.
The history of the century is really a
history of the struggle between the
old feudal families and the new rich

classes. In private life there had
come into practice a kind of cynical
immorality which was an extreme
reaction from the Puritanism of the
previous century. Altogether it was
a‘period of narrow ways of thinking
in politics and literature and daily
life. Even among really intellectual
classes, such men as Johnson and
Burke devoted themselves to the
championship of a party. It was
Goldsmith who said of Burke that he
gave the party what was meant for
mankind. No criticism could have
been more succinct or trus, and no.
thing shows Goldsmith’s own catholi.
city better. :

Traces of narrowness are also to
be seen in the literary conventions of
the time. To be original or natural
or sincere was a disqualification. In
matter and in siyle the Latin models
and the rhetoric of France dominated
Prose and Poetry. It is true that
Goldsmith himself deliberately put
himself under this influence in moods
of imitation, but he could never sus.
tain it for any length of time and
broke away into his own clear natural
and straight.-forward English when.
ever feeling aud instinet took the
upper hand.

As we read the many wise and
sympathetic thingsthathe said of man-
kind. w2 realise the fact that Gold.
smith’s views were neither an affect.
ation nor an accidental jumble of"
casual opinions, but a considered
philosophy of humanity He was neither
a Tory nor a Whig, neither a High
Churchman nor a Dissenter. Hes
took a sane view of life and opinion
and laughed at all extreme types with
a kind of charitable amusement.

We sometimes hear critics speak of
his humour as having saved him from
oblivion. They say that a great deal
of Johnson‘s writing did not have -
humour and is therefore no longer
read, This is a curiously twisted




statement which attempts to explain
why the ‘smaller man keeps his hold
still while the dictator of the century
has receded intc a puzzling diminu.
tion in human perspective. In the
first place Goldsmith’s humour is itself

the result of sympathy. Had Johnson

been humorous,it would probably have
been in an intolerant manner and
would not have been much more just
than his definitions of whig and
prtriotism and cats and other things
that he disliked or distrusted. The
populavity which Goldsmith gained
aud kept is really a reward for love
of mankind. In his own time his
. opinious were largely unpopular, be.
cause they ran counter to contem.
porary prejudices. He did not believe
that a Scotchman a German or a
Frenchman was in the mnature of
things inferior to an Englishman. He
did not believe that a man was neces.
sarily good or bad just because he
was a Tory or Whig or a Hligh Church
man. He had no undue respect for
groups. We find him critcising both
the system and the personnel of
Church and State. He was as much a
patriot as Johnson, but he did not
think it necessary to be offensive to
others on that account. A childhood
spent in Ireland must have had some
- influence on his way of thought.

As a writer, we find that in both
thought and language he took the new
line that led to the freedom and indi.
viduality of later times. Perhaps it
was lucky that he did not know Latin
as profoundly as Johnson did, and
“that he did not come so directly under
the influence of French writers.
This saved him from the cureless
_heaviness of style and formality of
manner which left the great Johnson
merely a literary curiosity to succee.

'ding :generations. Had not Boswell
preserved so minutely the penétrating
remarks which Johnson made during
conversation, he would have been a
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minor figure indeed in English litera-
ture. That calamity would not have
happened to Noll whose name rhymed
with poor Poll. ‘

One reported remark that we have
from Goldsmith is what he said about
Johnson’s style. “If you make little
fishes talk, doctor, they would talk
like whales”. This is not anything
which a fool might have said, but
an acute, characteristically racy esti.
mate of the main fault in Johnson’s
writing. Had Boswell taken care to
preserve some more of Goldsmith’s
uttered opinions and encouraged him
to it, we might have been much the
richer.

Goldsmith’s written style is not
entirely without the faults of Eigh.
teenth century convention, but they
come invariably when he tries to keep
to the received fashion. Mostly, how.
ever. he expresses himself in astraight
and lucid manner not very different
from the conscious simplicity of our
own times. His writings are as a result
more popular now than they were in
his own time. It seems to be our
general feeling that if we are to study
a model in our earlier days, there is
none whom we can f{ollow with so
much advantage as Goldsmith.

There was no subject which he did
not deal with. Sometimes in poetical
form- sometimes in prose, he pictured
the life of England in a most delight.
ful way and pointed out in subtle but
unembittered satire the errors and
follies that he saw, Now and then he
ventursd on matters of universal
interest and dealt with them in a
spirit of love and sympathy like the
true philosopher that he was. He has
tried most fcrms of literature with
success, poetry, fiction, drama. and
periodical writing. In the poem ‘The
Traveller’ he attempts a delightful pie.-
ture of his own wanderings. He

. takes each people as he finds them and

appraises their virtues and faults with




keen observation and judgment. All
the time that he wanders, his own
heart fondly turnsback to England,
but the main conclusion that he comes
to is that human happiness does not
depend on climates or forms of Gover.
nment, but on the inner contentment
of each man. This was an astonishing
thesis for a century which was mainly
a political one. In the matter of
vocabulary and music and imagery it
is definitely superior to the imitatio.
nal Latinisms of Johnson’s ‘London’
or “The Vanity of Human Wishes”.
This was because Goldsmith had
natural poetic feeling while Johnson
was merely doing a {ashionable
literary exercise. The quality
of poetry is found still deeper in the
other poem “The Deserted Village”.
It is basically pastoral in sentiment
but rises superior to any poem in
" English of that class because the figu.
res and problems that he deals with
are real and human. The beggars
and the tramps, the pastor, the school.
master, and the other folk who figure
in it are astoundingly modern and
real in conception. Of the change
from prosperity to depopulation in
the village Macaulay has said some
very severe things, He says: “Inits
prosperity it is an English village and
in its decline it is an Irish one, and
the two are nowhere combinable or
possible”. 1t is a remark of the kind
that Macaulay made very frequently,
striking but essentially untrue. Ma.
caulay knew nothing of the great
changes that happened in rural Eng.
land in the eighteenth century. Had
he taken his minute researches into
English history a little beyond the
period Where he stopped, he would
have known that owing to great eco,
- nomic factors the population of the
villages did rapidly drift into the
towns or migrate into America, and
that the whole of English farming has
been suffering in quality and quantity
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since. It was really the beginning of
an epoch during which England has
become dependent upon colonial sup.
plies of food. Goldsmith’s prophecy
has been proved almost literally true
during two recent wars, when Cana.
dian wheat and Australian mutton
were intercepted by German subma.
rines, and England went dangerously
near the verge of starvation. Had
there been a sufficiently numevous
class of farmers in the country, the
people of England would not have
been driven to the necessity of ama.
teur farming of unsaitable areas by
levies of businessmen and land girls
drawn mainly from the cities. It
was not of course these people who
really saved England, but the English
and the American Navy and " Air
Force which combated the ‘U’ boat
menace, Had Macaulay been alive
today he would have admitted that
Goldsmith’s treatment of the emigra-
tion problem was nct entirely senti.
mental. In one way of course the
movement was also good because
larger numbeis could cultivate areas
in the outlands, but the fact remains
that England cannot feed herself now.

Another point that Goldsmith made
in the poem was on the subject of the
coming in of a commercial class who
imitated the landed aristoc¢racy in
magnificence but, unlike them, dis.
possessed the small owners through

economic pressure implied in their

own easier wealth and the moral de.
gradation of land as a means of liveli.
hood. The process has been going
steadily on since. Today the really
great men of the country are boot-

makers, beer brewers, meat canners,

and other industrialists who have

brought big business and big profits

to England. How far these capita.
lists are a blessing to the country and
to the millions whom they employ is
yet to be proved. One fact is indis-
putable, that every big business con-
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cern of the kind calls away from the
land many thousands of men in the
promise of easier life and quicker
returns.

Goldsmith tried novel writing and
produced the Vicar of ‘Wakefield.
We may admit that the final chapters
come together in a rather slovenly
manner, but the story itself, the
different types it has introduced, and
the amusing presentation of certain
aspects of English life remain unri.
valled down to our own day. In the
matter of characterisation, especially,
Goldsmith has shown wonderful kno.
wledge of human nature as commonly
visible within the limited precincts
of a village. Some idea of its
naturalness and beauty comes to us
when we try to read the more ambi.
tious attempt which the great John.
son made in “Rasselas, Prince of Abys.
sinia”, which is in comparison wooden
and lifeless and painfully boring.
Goldsmith also wrote two comedies as
was the fashion of the time, but how
different, how much more vivacious,
how much truer to life, and how much
purer were “She Stoops to Congquer”
and “the Good natured Man” than the
best efforts of the dramatists of the
time! Inthe world of essay writing,
- which was the bulk of his work, Gold.
smith still remains one of the great.
est. It is hardly necessary to com.
pare him to Johnson in this type of
writing. The great man’s style and
his unconquerable tendency to ser.
monize on every occasion made John.
son unreadable in his own time and
unread in ours. Goldsmith also
had a didactic purpose in his
writing, but it is veiled so sub.
tly that it never becomes heavy, while
the straightness of the style and the
good natured attitude to human life
and folly make his writings not
merely tolerated but actually wel.
come and enjoyable even in the
twentieth century.
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In the periodical essay he made use
of certain conventional methods
which had become the fashion of his
century. In the Citizen of the World
and the Bee he worked out a series of
papers in which certain characters
were developed episode by episode in.
to full portraits almost like well-
known figures in fiction. The Man
in Black and Beau - Tibbs and the
Chinaman are almost as alive as Sir
Roger De Coverley and his group.
Around them he has woven a fabric
of eriticism as varied as Addison’s
and far more tolerant and humane.
Like other essayists of the time Gold-
smith tries to end upthe storyin a
sentimental finish, but the attempt is
obviously clumsy and hurried. Not.
withstanding the unsatisfactory end,
the figures themselves remain true
to life because they were modelled
on the author’s own experiences and -
shaped to fit in with his own views of
life. Another fashion of the time
which he employed was the bringing.
in of an oriental atmosphere. This
was begun by French authors. But
while other essayists employed the
trick for the sake of an exotic at.
mosphere, Goldsmith used it for
greater freedom and naturalness of
criticism. - The creation of Lien Chi
Altangi was really an impulse of
supreme genius. In the character of
an observant but charitable Confuc-
ian sapposed to be travelling through
England, Goldsmith was able to view
English life with an unparalleled de.
tachment and to speak about it with a
freedom end naivete which is absolut-
ely new in English Literature. Now
and then the effect is made still more
real by a comparison of the eastern
outlook and the western way of life, |
and by the emphasis thrown on the
contrast beween eastern and western
customs. Surely if any Englishman
ever achieved the calmness and hum.
anity of Confucius, it was Goldsmith.
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1t is not possible to refer to even a
twentieth part of his opinions. Every
essay has something strikingly origi-
nal and noble in sentiment. We may,
however, refer to just a few of them
to illustrate the range and catholi.
city of Goldsmith’s philosophy. In
the essay on St. Paul’'s he makes a
humorous allusion to flags taken from
enemies of the empire and hung with.
in as tokens of national triumph. He
says that the sum of all those rags
would not be enough to make a single
handkerchief, and that for the glory
of winning them England had put her
self to incalculable expense and suff.
ering. His sentiments on this quest.
ion reveal a pacifism which would do
credit to the greatest idealists of our
own time. There are other essays

‘ also in which war and hatred are held

up to gentle ridicule. In the story of

Azem he stresses the ianate folly

of much reformatory work which
politicans pretend to aim at. He
states that the whole balance of
nature would be upset by a stoppage
of killing, and that pests dangerous
to human existence would multiply
so extensively that man would be
blotted out of existence. He pictures
an ideal community where everyone
is made artificially equal, and shows
that the absence of emulation would
destroy a1l human effort, and that
education, inventiveness, progress,
and all that we mean by civilisation
would come to an end,-and man would
slip back into cureless savagery. We
know that Russia made a sustained
experiment on this and was ultimately
forced to recognise that superiorities
of intellect and character had to be
given the importance which is their
due. Goldsmith himself was a poor
commoner, but we find that he admits
the necessity for rank and distinction
in public life. He had no touch of envy
in his nature, and though he made fun
of cruel and shallow types of nobility
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and laughed at snobs like Beaa Tibbs,
he had no dislike or hatred of the
aristocracy or indeed any other class
as such. Writing of the prelates of
the time, he points out their worldli-
ness and other unpastor.like qualities,
but we know from his deseription of
the village preacher that he had a
deep appreciation of religion and the
profession of divinity. His views on
literary problems and conditions of
the centary are really a craftsman’s
contribution to his craft. He satirizes
afiectations in style and forms of
writing.

He laughs at the man who prosti.
tutes his pen and does inferior work,
sometimes truly not literary at all,
which many did for a few coppers.
He exposes the artificiality and pre.
tensions of inferior writers. He is
equally severe on publishers who
cheated him and many others like him,
but admits with characteristic justice
that they too had had a case, because
a great many so-called writers were -
really the sorriest type of scribblers.
He makes frequent reference to the
garrets of starvation and the many
anworthy shifts to which authors were
driven in the attempt to make a living.
He himself knew the poverty and the
suffering, but he refers to them with.
out the least bitterness. In the matter
of literary criticism we know that he
was sounder than most other
writers of the time, because he could
view the problem through the eye of
a reader no less than of the writer.
In the essay a ‘visit to the theatre’
he criticizes the current tendency to
melodrama in England and the mani.
fold absurdities in which it showed
itself on the stage. The essay is an
education in itself on the subject of
dramatic composition. His real views
on literature were exceedingly lofty.
The well.known passage in the Travel.
ler in which he refers to the neglect of
poetry and the patronage of ignorant




men is one of the finest outbursts in
. the more serious vein to which he
. occasionally set himself in the ex.
pression of opinion.

Another outstanding quality of his
was his unfailing love for the poor.
While he is usually satirical on the
subject of thrift and makes frequent
references to men who impoverished
themselves in various forms of folly,
his sentiment for poverty is one of
abiding sympathy. In the ‘City Night
Piece’ we find him at his strongest.
There are of course similar passages
elsewhere in his works, but the depth
of feeling is never so profound as it
is here, if we except certain notable
passages in his poetry. The Man in
Black is made to rail at indiscriminate
charity while inwardly he was melt.
‘ing with the desire to give. This was
Goldsmith’s own personal instinct.
- He knew that theories of economics
forbade the encouragement of begging
and that certain laws attempted the
abolition of vagrancy; but he forgot
; all*"this'»ahd every time gave readily

and: recklessly. His own father had
been likeshim and had trained up his
- children niore to help ‘others than to
make things safe for themselves, Again
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and again, in poetry and in prose, this
early instinct is referred to under
various forms. Macaulay has only a
gibe for this, but we know that though
men like Goldsmith are enemies to
themselves, they are the friends of
mankind, and it is such as they who
think fine sweet thoughts and do fine
sweet things which the economist can
have no idea of.

A man like this is rare in creation.
Goldsmith went through life with love
and kindness for all. We find this
not merely in the folly of his charity
but also in his thoughts of men and
affairs. Everywhere is sweetness and
light. If knowledge and the sense
of beauty and true humanity form
what we call culture, Goldsmith was
one of the few caltured men that ever
lived in England. He may have been

insignificant in person and laughable .

in manners, but he was angelic in
thought and feeling. If phil®ophy is
sweetness and love of all things, he
was a true philosopher,perhaps the only
one that England ever produced, far
truer to the name than the eminent
partisans who overshadowed him in
life or patronised him after.
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d”smomy of

Mahatmaji.

Jacob George, (S. 1.)

8 On Friday thirtieth January, about to humanity, and an irreparable loss to
il 5-12 P. M. our country,--our beloved the world.
B country lost her Father; Mother India I wonder how an Indian was able
# is left without her loving guide; the +to do this bloody deed. How could
#| ship of India is thus .left in the any man hate such a saint, who loved
#l stormy sea without her Captain. his people, fought for the freedom of
Mahatmaji, the father of the Nation, his country and spent his life for the
8 beloved of his countrymen, a saint peace of all the world! We stand as.
B and a prophet of grace, an apostle of hamed before the world, for an Indian,
non.violence, a great soldier of Free. one of our own country.men, has done
§ dom, and the true lover of the humble this. We have to answer for it.
and the oppressed, is n6 more. Cruel Now , he- is dead, has disappeared
B shots from of an assassin’s pistol have from the face of the world, how are
§ put an end to his precious life. Now, we to do homage to that great soul ?
§ there is no one to advise us, no vne to It is only by propagating his gospel;
guide us, no one to lead us along the living in accordance with his teach.
W correct path. It is a great loss, not ings; following the principles for
§§ only to ,India, but a great loss to which he lived and died heroically.
8 each and every man, and a great loss May his great soul rest in peace !

JAT HIND.
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- following Magazines :—

Barrovian, Isle of Man
The National College Magazine,
Trichinopoly
Government College Miscellany,
Mangalore
Pudukotai College Magazine
Hindu Theological High School
Magazine, Madras
Malabar Christian College
Magazine, Calicut
The Ceded District College
: Magazine. Guntur
o The Presidency College
: Magazine, Madras
9, Ramakrlshna Home and School
g Magazine, Madras
10. y%ﬂ Amerlcan College Magazine
. Madura
The Theosophical College
- 5 Magazine, Madanapalle
2 *The St. John’s College Magazine.
Palamcottah
g The. Pachayappa s College
Magazine, Madras
The Maharaja’s College
‘ Magazine, Ernakulam
- The Findlay High School
; - Magazine, Mannargudi
. The St Aloysius College
bia Magazine, Mangalore
. The Madras Law College
Magazine
Tae Madras Chrlstlan College
Magazine
he Government Brennen College

Magazine, Tellicherry
@Q Journal of the Madras

: University
araporevala’s Indian Literary
3 Review

22.
23.
24.
25
26.
27.
28.

29,
30.

31.
32,
33
34.

35
36.

3%
38.

39,
40.

41.
42,
43.
44,
45,

EXCHANGE:

_We have pleasure in acknowledging with thanks the receipt of the

The Government Victoria-
College Magzaine
The St. Thomas College Magazine
Trichur
Annamalai Nagar Miscellany,
Chidambaram
The Voorhee’s College Magazine,
Vellore
The St. Joseph’s College
Magazine Trichinopoly
The Loyola College Magazine,
Madras
Union Christian College
Magazine, Alwaye
Kumbakonam College Magazine
St. Teresa’s College and High

School Magazine, Ernakulam

Law College Magazine,

Tnvandrum
The Old College Magazine

Trivandrum

The Andhra Christian College

Magazine
Maec Millan‘s Educational

The Collegian, Deccan
Young Messenger of India,

Bombay
Hindu College Magazine, Gantur
St. Berchman’s College

Magazine
Kottayam College Magazine

The Govt. Muhamedan College

Magazine
Vidya Sagar College Magazme :

avasledyontanooe Trivandrum
aflgpaislaomie: Nilambur.
nweao2e Madras.
asodlmome. Chittur, Cochin

Bulletin

it
B




