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(TO'A MUSLIM ‘BROTHER)

%

Amidst the clangour hoarse and vile
Of faith-strife, blood; and tears,
We pass each other darkly, while
~ Hate rankles down the years.

I pine and hunger all the while
To feel your hand’s true clasp;
I wish the blessing of your smile
My locked heart to unhasp.

We hurry by, unseeing, intent

On shrine and scripture-chant
And fast and vigil, all-potent

To blight the soul with cant.

We hurry by, our souls inbent
On faith’s imagined dooms,

Fill God’s own garden with the scent
Of barren poisoned blooms—

Mirage of million nedding blooms
Which beckon down the path

That twists and narrows to hell’s glooms-~
Devotion’s aftermath,
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Is God a Moloch, then, who craves
The infant’s, virgin’s, blood ?

Ensanguined mouth that feeds on graves
And drinks the tearful flood ?

Our cruel creeds, it be that craze
To blunder, sting, and die,—

Like wasps bewildered in the blaze
Of torches flaming high.

Far other chance we might have viewed
In some deep sylvan zone,

Where Nature in her plenitude
Gives sweetness to her own,——

And truth and simgle faith that binds, |
Sweet clearness of the rills, ;

Sunset and dawn and whisp’ring winds,
Steadfastness of the hills;

And changing seasons with the weight
Of rugged work, joys, tears,
Unite and make us true and great,
. Earth’s manliest, gentlest peers.

In such a spot may we awake, :
And hope and chance arise : "

For life.long amities which make :
This earth a paradise !

— Sivadas Menon. 1
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R PO NSNS ARSI ANANIK

ARTICLE BY
C. KRISHNAN NAMBUDIRI.

(Senior Intermediate )

[A novel idea charmingly developed—Ed.]

J HENEVER I take up a news.
paper, I .am reminded of the
pathetic situation of the young girl
Bharati, in the College of Politics

and Science. She is blessed with the
noblest of instincts and the most deli-
cate of ideas, but her life has always
been so difficult that these have been
of little avail to her. At home her
_life is an incessant squabble; for the
place has been for long a veritable
" caravanserai into which all kinds of
people from all parts of the world
have drifted in and stayed with or
- without permission, living queer lives,
talking queer languages, and quarrel.
ling all the time about matters mostly
trivial. Bharati and her forbears have
always been too ready and cordial in
hospitality to shut them out when
they came or suppress them after.
wards. The result is that her daily
life is grating and painful at every
stage.At school, scheming or negligent
masters dlscouraged and destroyed
her native yearnings and tried to in.
stil into her mind their own notions
of life and culture.
~ In time she lost something of her
natural self, without entirely assimi.
lating the ways of the stranger. She
was compelled to pay a heavy part

v
.

of her income as remuneration for
tuition and guardianship, and often
found herself without money for her
own needs. Her own will was never
gratified in any matter, and she was
always spoken of not as a personality
herself but as somebody’s ward. She
had no real freedom.

For long she stood all this pahently,
though all the time she was in‘internal
revolt against the conditions of her
life. She was helped confidently and
confidentially by a number of loyal
friends who faced unpopularity, dis-
like, and even danger by taking sides
with her on all occasions.

Now her education is about to end,
she is provisionally allowed to take
her ‘Preliminary Examination’, on
passing which she will graduate
“Swatantra”
University. The learning that she
has attained from her teachers can
hardly suit her for any examination
at home or abroad. Her sole hope lies
in her adaptability, kindliness, and
courage,
friends.

The sibjects for the examination
are various, and questions asked are
usually twisted and confusing and
beyond the scope of her text books.

at the International °

and the fidelity of her




* elements

i

She has also to solve numerous un.
usual problems set haphazard from
time to time. Science is her hardest
test. She is reasonably good in theory,
but she has never had any experience
of practical work, for in the old labo.
ratories she was never made to do
anything beyond writing dictated no.
tes and adding up columns of figures.

In chemistry, she is required to do

“experiments to separate the compo.--

nents of that obstinate mixture of
Faith and Affairs neither of which is
soluble nor ever entirely free one
from the other in Asiatic varieties.
* Alternatively, she has to discover a
method of fusing the two into a new
compound in which neither will be
distingnishable or - troublesomely
persistent. Then she has to find the
purity percentage of given samples of
foreign salts usually used in state
tests and theories, and tocalculate
how many grammes can really reactin
practice witha reagent with which one
gramme of similar compounds obtained
in our own country enters into com.
plete reaction; if this should fail,
she has to discover entirely new salts
to produce the required results.

When doing -the electrolysis of a
compound known as Mata in a white
solution she found to her surprise
‘that the element HIND was formed
at the anode PIN and the element
PAK at the Cathode MAJ. When the
liquid was poured away the two
began to react with
each other in a violently explosive
-manner forming a red colour at the
surface and liberating poisonous gases
which had unsettling effects on the
human mind and even produced
symptoms of lunacy. Sheé tried the
Gandhi solution well known for its
- mitigating etfect and found the reac.
tion became somewhat less violent.

b ;

‘remove

She had then to find out & method by
which the two harmful

original innocuous compound.

At one stage in an experiment to
impurities like HYDRA,
JUNAG etc,, in the solid known as IU,
she learned in a disconcerting manner
the disadvantages of the method of
destructive distillation. She is now
trying out the analytical reactions of
the compound UNO in these difficalt
phenomena. We cannot say that she
has succeeded so far, but she hopes to
do so very soon.

In Physics she has had to discover
for herself and to prove the laws of
Forces and to calculate the equilibrant
required in order to keep quiescent
particles in equilibrium because they
were found to be affected by compo.

nent forces like AM, RU, BR. and to

verify the fact that this equilibrant
could be produced by the combined
effect of IN, CH, JA, etc, She has to
find out a negative catalyst to neut.

ralize the Russian red which threa.

tens to stain every element with
which it comes into contact

The other problems which face her
are comparatively easy and it may be
confidently expected that she will
answer them satisfactorily in due
time. She will surely pass and then
she will be Bharati, Swatantra. Her
next attempt. will be to help her
friends in class and also other candi.
dates at similar examinations. She
has chosen her life work already.
She is not going to live a life of show,
clothes, make-up, gossip, or quar-
relsomeness, as other girls usually
do; she will notlive in selfishness,
money.-grubbing, or land grabbing, all
for herself.
for the whole world in the offices of
Peace and Progress, Unlimited, all
her life. :

elements -
could again be converted into the

She will work instead ° °

By LA A U
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WHO IS A BORE?

& K. C. A. RAJAH, (Junior Intermediate)

A bore is usually a man who is so
self.centred that he cannot see him.
self as others.see him, or rather thinks
that others see him exactly as he sees
himself. He is so full of his own in.
terests and convictious and fads that
he cannot conceive another as unsym.
pathetic or uncomprehending. Of the
many species that exist of the kind,
one may say that the common quality
_is an inability to understand the feel.
ings of others. :

Not all of them are bad men. Many
are of course irritatingly hypocritical,
but there are good well meaning men
among them, and these are tragic

in proportion to their earnestness.’

They have usually burning eyes and
dry lips. They take life sericusly and
mean others to take it equally so.
They are of a missionary spirit and
their chief joy is the conversion of
others to their own particular follies;
but so far from doing this, they fail
even to win the admiration that they
seek for what they consider their own
special discoveries about life. The
only sensation that they create is one
of panic; we see a whole room-full of
people emptying and seekiig shelter
- at the sight of one who has establish.
ed a name as a reputed citizen of the
Commonwealth of Bores,

- Among these people there is one
variety that seems to call for some
sort of extenuation, I mean the school -
master. For a certain number of hours
every day he is expected and obliged
to bore batches of young victims. He
is paid to doit. That the payment is
inadequate does not seem to lessen

-

the obligation. He drones dutifully
on about his particular subject, while
heads fall forward in somnolence,
mouths gape in cavernous yawns, and
fingers fidget in non.academic occup.
ations.

That is all very well, and we have
no quarrel with the poor man so long
as he feels that he is on sufferance,
The boy is naturally hostile or un-
interested, and seldom feels active
enjoyment in‘the imbibing of know.-
ledge. Also some subjects and some
masters are so unattractive that the
process of inculcation is definitely
painful. But there is a type of man

.who makes this misery still more acute

by the belief that he is divinely
endowed and divinely commissioned.
He feels that he is on top of an admir.
ing world, and goes brazenly on with
loud voice, inappropriate gestures and
foolish exposition, explaining things
which he does not really understand.
He is the limit, the type and epitome of
all ennui in this sad life of ours. Some.
times also he is irritating in manners
and comical in appearance. Also, per.
haps he believes that little children
have no right to exist, or that if they
do, they should be like old men in
appearance and behaviour. He is
irritated by smiling or quick activity.
He hates boys because they are not
old men and because they have not
the scholarship and the devotion and
the grown-up virtues for which he
himself is so remarkable. He is the

enemy of youth. He it wasthat started

the term pedagogue and justified it by
ignorance and presumption. Let the
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