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‘HDVANTAGE‘% OF CULTIVATING
CCONUT ON A PLANTATION SCHLE

* :

@ Eﬂlcient Mﬂrketmg By far fhe greatest
vantage the» large scale Silirator
ha.g ver the small holder is in his
ity to command the most favourable
price for his produce in relation to the
state of the market. The outturn from a
large plantation being appre“ciable, the
anter can erect his own stores and pro-
cessing outlits such ag copra drying kilns,
il mills ete., and sell his produce to the
wholesale merchants directly at competi-
tive rates without the intermediary mid-
~dleman. Tnstances have also been noticed
‘which planters owniny large areas have
cefed profitably minor produce like

coconut shell, dried fronds, husks ete., in -

oining towns which in small plant-
t Would have been difficult fo dis-

11

=k
In view of the foregoing advantages

of culbivating coconuts on & plantation

scale it is considered very desirabl

raise coconut on a large scale in suitabl

localities instead of in small isolatec

In starting such plantations care may

bestowed on the following aspects:-

i) Selection of site: Even though coeo
nut is capable of adapting itself to varie
conditions of soil and climate, it is neec
sary to undertake large scale planting in
suitable 15calities in order to get remuner-
ative yields. Sdils which are shallow and
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! -uld be avmded

: The area selected fol'_
ut planta,tlon should be properly

enced or protected against cattle trespass

aid-out into convenient plots with
uitable bunds erected at proper intervals
) prevent soil erosion durine rains. Pro-

vigion of cart tracks which will give
iccess to the plantation is desirable for
facilitating the easy transport of produce,
ma,nures ef;c.

Planting: Selected seedlinos from

'heavv and recularly bearing palms ob-
ned from a reliable source should be
anted in straicht rows adoptine a gpac-
ng of 25 to 80 feet betwesn trees. The
quare pr triancular method of planting
be adopted. The latter arrangement

W mommodate more trees per acre. It
eraﬂy desirable to plant coconuts in

cube pits except in the low lying

eas where the water table is fairly high
d the plantation is subject to floods.
elected seedlings can be obtained at cheap

nd States with financial aid from the
n Central Coconut Committee:

v1) Prouass’.‘ing
drving is geﬁéral ,
To get oood quality copra

“to provide proper drying f
- vards. Makine coprarduring

i) Marketing: - ]'t i
gell the produce in a reco
rathet than to petty memh
middlemen. Convertine n
erushing oil and selling oil and po
more profitable than Bell‘mﬂr ag




expression “dry coconub

I ” ig,meant o cover coconut

4 'ta;t ns which do nothave facilities
~for artificial irrigation. Such plantations
~were unknown in South Kapara excepb

"coconut pla,nta,tions

1n _extent from an 4acre to 35

It fell to my lot o

'the biggest of such

‘ Wer all the pla.nts which were
s on the sutface, a,lthoucrh thele

j,]mt recommea;dgd sutfa,_ce pla.ntmg
school  held that surface plant-
an imitation of wiat happened

“Nephantis Serinopa.

ing the coconout to & poorer 'a)zi‘& |
moist soit which was subject to erosic
Thus arose the need for deep plarn I}g.;

Pests _

Duril;fg the first two years afl
lowering, the progress was very satis-
factory, in spite of the shock the pl :
received by the lowering, whereas the
next seven years meant a cntma,l_pa i
for the whole plantation which was geri
ously attacked by Rhinoceros beetles an
‘The latter w
quickly brought under control by th

~liberation of antl-pa.ra.smes namely, bathi

slides and eulophides, while the fi

could not be brought under contro
seven long years and it looked ae' :
the Whole plant&tlon would

“of the seriousness Of the atta,cks.

January
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April
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July
August
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Was mﬁerestmcr to note tha,t some'
nts in the nexghbourhood of the above
1t were not so seriously -attacked.

B};der he. most dishearfening conditions,
ber of boys had to be trained to
tect and pick out the beetles during
he season which meant a very costly
item of expenditure unthought of by the
Agricultural Department. Besides pick-
ing, the following measures also were
tried to control the attacks—

(@) Powerful petromax lamps were
burnt during the nights and the following
e observ&t:on made one night ea.lly

ne 1933 -

The beetles darted at the hrrhh a,nd :
f%llmﬁpa basin of ‘water placed under

« = 1 beetle'
« b bestles
3 s 11 ”
11 p. m-4a m 5=
It was also observed that the
baetles were more between 8 and
p.m. than at other parts’of
the night and the height of their
ying would rarely exceed 15-16

Vild castor seed decoctmn was kept
arthen vessels at various places. Ad
n of night soil to these vessels had
er effect. The foul smell attracted

y beehles into the vessel where they -

ed. T'hese beetles mcluded a few

had a pretty good effect, but the P
Was too cost.ly to he adopsed

and .1.8 lbs. ot as"
years. Phe exach -
out of the m ,-n




crop was mtroduceﬁ:ﬁhe aver-

‘per. tree rose up to 20 in 1946

ome ‘plots with no pine-apple -
ation it was as low as 5 nnfs rer tree.

1167'13 : :hqwever, : dtﬁiculb now to malke
ite statement about the economics
6 dry farming in South Kanara
Fraition takes place late. In my

.2 plants out of 1500 flowered in the
urthyear and the first flowers brought

its. In the 5th year 30 trees
] ut yielded no fruits for the next
five years. In the 6th year about 100
owered with no fruits for b years.

end of the 18th year there were 3

h did mot flower af all so far.

1 Wered trees bega,n to y1e1d

"cultWa,txon like pme-a,pple was
made in the interspaces.

; ', a, kp:@ ;ﬁ,‘;ﬁmuwumlnuuxunﬁ

- Since no income was got for more.
tha,n a decade after pla,ntmg coconuts,
most of the cultivators in the district
- abandoned their gardens and consequently
_ the statement ‘money in coconut’ could
~not be justified. However, I see that with
patience, the trees can be improved and
the pla,nta,tion proved a success in the
long ran. Here again, I have to state
that the psychology of the cultivator has
to be given as much importance as the
selection of site or soil in sta,rtmg coconnt
plantations under the dry system of @ulh-
vation.

The abandoned plantations s_hoi!_]\dr =
not be given up -as lost. Their present
condition is apt to create a prejudice
against coconut cultivation and every
effort has to be made "to improve thme
gardens.

ebesltiag,
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MANURES derived from p!ants,
and ammals are known as organic

leaf manure, compost, farm-yard manure,
0il cakes, fish manure and bone-meal.

: There are geveral manures which are
dug out of the earth or made by chemical
processes. These are known as chemical
manures. Ammonium sulphate, sodium
nitrate, super phosphate, African phos-
phate, kainite, potassium sulphate etc.

~belong to this class.

- The results of the application of

organic manures are rather slow to show

- themselves. These manures decompose

- slowly and plants absorb only gradually
the nutrition contained in them.

Soil which apparently is lifeless is in
~ fact the home of countless minute living
~ organisms. In a handful of soil may be
found millions of bacteria.. They are
_ however,. visible only to the powerful eye
of the microscope. It is the function of
these bacteria to convert the organic
manures to the state in which they can be
»easlly assimilated by plants. Organic
:;pa.nures help the bacteria to multiply
and augment the fertility of the soil,
;They feed the soil and as the réesults of
~ their apphcatxon are felt over a long period
_of time, plants are not seriously a,ffected
- even if there is failure to ‘manure them
fora.season

~ Inorganic or chemical manures are
- readily assimilated by plants. ~ But they
,[&elp neither to enrich the soil nor to re-
tain its fertility without impairement. Nor
¢ they useful to increase the ba.ctena,

manures. In this category are included

.stop doing so,

~ ably.

mical manures.

‘ ebha soﬂ teature or 1ncre&se ity -

RGANIC & INORGANIC MANORES

They feed the phmts dlrectly I :
chemical manures are applied regula,rly
what will happen is that the plants’ will
gradually consume also the organic
manures that exist in the soil and deprive .
it of its reserves of fertility. If, in these
circumstances, there is failure to apply to-
the plants artificial manures in a.n‘y'g—.-:"f
season, they will be seriously affected.
The ordmaly coconut grower_ has learnt
this by experience and he says: “English
manures are very good indeed. Bub if
you start applying them, yoy should no
Any interruption in their
regular application will adversely affect
the coconut tree”. The chief defect of in-
organic manures is that they ‘do neither
enrich the soil nor keep in tact its na,tnml
fertility. > :

Scientist¢are of the view that 6r‘g&nié
manures are the best from the point_ of
view of the health of the plants as well ag
the taste and nutritive qualities of their
{ruits. Hxperience bears out this view to.
a large extent. Coconufb trees whlch
receive plenty of light and are trea.ted to
organic manures are smoulally fea:st&nt
to diseases.

In the Coconutl Station at Vyttilla (Cocliiﬁ' :
State) experiments were conducted over a8
period of ten years to ascertain thecompa.' ?
raftive merits of organic and inorg
manures. Coconut trees which received an
application oflnorga,nxc manures gave very
quick results. The yield increased consider-
The trees to which organic manures
wereapplied showed only g'ra;dua.l improve-
ment but in the fifth year they were on a
pat with those which were tréated to ¢
Later, they wen
better a;ndga.ve h;gher yieldsthan the




; Tha,t doe.a not however, mean that

“chemical manures are to be despised.

They are required where quick results are

~ wanted. Ammonium sulphate and sodium

nitrate help the plants to overcome weak-

- nets; they promote their growth. Famished

looking coconut trees show surprising im-

- provement when treated to these manuves,

 Plants which have neither flowered nor

“bornefruit will put forth flowers and fruits

 when tteated to super phosphate and

- African phosphate. Kainite and potassinm

sulphate promote the health of the plants

\ and add to the taste and size of their fruits,

The best course, therefore, is to treat trees
“both to organic and inorganic manures.

A firsh rate manure treatment for the
‘eoconut tree consists 0° a bundle of rotten
leaves, two or three baskets of ‘cattle
manure, two pounds of bone meal and two

~ tins of agh. At the becinning of the south

- west monsoons broad circular trenches

. ghould be prepared round the trees and
the rotten leaves and cattle manure put in
them. The manure should be applied
- away from the base of the tree and with-
__out-touching it. If the manure is applied

~ tothe base of the tree it becomes over-

il

Ofganic & Tnorganic Manﬁ;re_s

grown with. surface roots. The remain- -
ing manures should be applied in August
—September anly. They should be spread
out evenly in thetrenches and the trenchan
covered up, .

When the crowns of the frees are
cleaned at the beginning of the monsoons
it would be desirable to sprinkle.on them
a mixture of one measure of common.salt

and two measures of sand. This ;Sfr_eyen’ta L

the breeding of rhinoceros beetles. More-
over, when it rains the salt is dissolved

and carried down to the soil where it a"f&s

to its fertility, It has been observed that
the soil in the interior parts of the country -

where the trees are more sub]ect toattacks

from the: rhinoceros beetle, is deficient
in salt. ~ Needless to say that salt is & good
food for the coconut tree, '

Please note that whenever you apply
chemical manures you do so after consults
ing the officers of the Agricultural Depart-

ment;
undesn able.

0. RAMAN MENON,;
Agricultural Assistant,
Coconut Nursery,
IRINJALAKUDA.
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 YOU ASK, WE ANSWER

Questlons:

r Ate the nuts of coconut trees to which
. ammonium sulphate is applied deficient in vita-
mins? :

- Does ammonium sulphate deprive the soil
of its fertilts Can it be applied by itself to
tlie coconut tree? :

(T.P. Y.and K.K., Edarikode)

Answers;
The use of ammonium sulphate as

manure does not decrease the vitamin:
content of the fruits (nuts).

2. Ammonium sulphaﬁe’ 'does, not
destroy the fertility of the soil.

3. Ammonium sulphate supplies only
the nitrogen requirement of the coconut
palm and therefore it is not enough if this -
alone is used to mauure coconut trees,
Potash is very necessary for cocontits and
this has to be supplied to the tree’as good
quality firewood ash. IEvery alternafive
year it is advisable to give a basal dressing
of gome organi¢ manure' like cow-dung,.

minicipal compost or greem manure to s = {

coconut gardens.
(Plant Pathologist, Quilon).

: EXPGRTS of copra in the Philip-

- pines estimated to reach about one million
tons this year (1947) are well: below the
.- fignre needed to ease the world shortage
-~ of coconnut oil, says a report in “The Oil
- and Colour Trades Journal” (Liondon).
- Exports have been increasing steadily in
~ the later part of the year and in October

- reached 100,000 tons as compared with
600,000 tons in July, and the peak figure of
118,000 tons in March. Exports during

- thefirst ten months of this year passed
~ the 800,000-ton mark and compare with

- 596,000 tons.

- Buteven a million fons of copra ex-
- ports from the Philippines will mean only
_about 600,000 to 660,000 tons of coconut
~ oil to belp meet the world’s oils and fats
~ deficit which was recently estimated by
the chairman of Unilevers at 4,000,000
a and coconut oil exports from

- total exports during_ the whole of 1946 of

~PHILIPPINE COPRA EXPORTS -~

the Philippines would thus be only a -
gmall factor in-relieving this tight supply
situation in an important food group for
which Europe will have more and more _
need during the coming season.«

The rising prices of fats and oilsin

the United States this year have beemat-
tributed basically to the shortage of these
items. The eifect on Philippine eopra
and coconut o1l for a time was depressing
and this resulted in the sharp slump of
the market here during the middle of the
year. e

Meanwhile, vegetable oil manu- =

facturers, in an appraisal of the aworld’s
fate and oils: situafion, point out that
against the heavy demands on the exist-
ing short supplies™is the inability of
former consumers to restore purchases
to normal. - . Regs e o

Germany is mentioned as an example

of a country which before the warim-
- ported about 1,000,000 tons but whichis -
now able to import only a few thousand.
Germany at one time was the largest
buyer of Philippine coconut oil in Europe,
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~.on fth‘_e next day.

NEWS

Homage to Gandhiji

Hoecmage to the  last  remains of
Mahatma Gandbi was paid by the Indian

Central Coconut Committee when, on be--

‘half of the Committee, a wreath was
placed by the Secretary before the urn
contatning a portion of Gandhiji’s ashes
which was brought. to Ernakulam on the
11th February on its way to Cape
Comorin for inffnersion in the sea there,

s SRR x X
‘Seventh Meeting of the Committee
The seventh meeting of t he Indian
Central Coconut Committee has becn

fixed to be held. at Erpakulam 6én the

- 17th April 1948 when Sardar Bahadur Sir

Datar Singh, Vice Chairman, Indian
Council of Agricultural Research and

- President of the Committee will preside,

The various sub-committees will meet on

‘the previous two days.

X L X X

~ Coconut and Coir Surveg in Travancore

-~ The Government of Travancore are
underfaking a “Coconut Survey” of the
State with a view to obtaining more re-

liable statistics of coconut production -

than'five now available. Both the enu-
meration “and sampling methods will be

_npphed to a test area comprising & taluk

and 'if ‘the figures obtained by the two
methods agree or the margin of difference
is negligible, the whole survey will be by

. the sampling method. A “Coir Survey”
~ for the collection of statistics relating to
“the Coir mduatry and for studymg the
economics of “‘the industry is aJse being
underta.ken

et

& NOTES

. Issued by the Indian Central Coconut

.in need of sprayers m&y cantact fﬁe al

Act }lmendme;{t' Sub-Committee

At the last méeting of the Committee-
it was thought that the Indian:Coconut.
Committee Act required to be amended
in certain respects and a special sub-com=-
mittee comsisting of Messrs. 5. Krishna
Iyer, K. P. “Madhayah Nair "and
A. Karunakara Menon was get up to sag-
gest “such amendments as mlght be-
deemed necessary. A meeting of the spe~
cial sub-committee was held at Erna~
kulam on the 30th January 1948. Itsre-
port will be ‘considered by the Com-
mittee at its next meeting,

X X 3 X

The Tellicherry Exhibition 5

The All-India Industrial and Com—.
mercial Exhibition at’ ’I‘elhcherry bet-
ween the 16th February and 2nd Ma.t
was ayailed of by the Committee to p
larise its pubhcatlons copies of whie]
were exhibited for sale in the Madrag
Agriculture Department’s stall by kin
permission of the Director of Agnculture’
Madras. Visitors to the. BExhibition
evinced keen interest in the “Bulletin

Committee,” “The Indian Coconut Jour--
nal” and the various pamphlets 1§suer1'~' '
by the Committee.
x x b
Sprayers’
Messrs Danraﬂ‘h Sm@’*

driven sPra.yers whxch can b‘a nse@ fos
spraying coconut ifhes ‘Readers wh"z re

ﬁrm




MARKET

REPORT

(FEBRUARY 1948)

Cochin, Alleppey & Calicut

: ‘.F'abnia.rfy_ proved a very disappoint-
-ing month from the point of view of the
" prices for coconuts and ccconub products.
Prices on the 2nd of the month were
_reported as follows:- s
S e (T T

Calicut
A. PS. RS. AS. PS. RE. AS. Ps.

Cochin Alleppey

- RS.
Cd‘ﬁonuts :
~ per 1000 293 00
“Copra
{per t.on) 879 12 0 890 100
Coc. 0Oil
(per ton) 1261 11 0 1222 10 0

R0 ORI

--’»’:Cake (do.) 375 20 359 20
 Oil and copra- steadily declined from
ﬁm above levels through succeessive
eeks until on the 27th ‘ebruary when
. oil at Cochin was quoted at Rs. 1077-6-0
~ and copra at Rs. 734-10 per ton- Oil had
‘touched lower levels on various other
days, the lowest being that on the 19th
February when it was quoted at Rs:
S 1040-12-0 per ton. Copra price was lowest
il :bnthe 26th February when the quotation
N -was BS. 708-14-0. - Cake price was not 50

-B&j_RS 392-2- Oon
and came down to
24th. On the 25th
E &Bhde, the ‘price going
A t'.r R&,Bﬂ% per ton. The next®
two aays 88  price Iower still at

: : £

Rs: 883-8-0. The fall in the price of
coconuts was also steady with only minor
fluctuations. From being R8. 124 on the
2nd February it stood at Rs. 117 only on
the 27th. On the 26th it was Rs. 2/~ less
per thousand.

In the Alleppey market too the fall
of prices was serious. On the 28th of the
month oil was quoted at Rs. 1001-3-0 and
copra at Res. 711/11/- per ton. Cake had
on that date reached Rs; 265-7.

On the 9th, the prices were report-
ed as lollows per ton:= "

9-2—1948
Cochin Alleppey Calicut
RS. AS. P8. RS. AS.Ps. RS. As. Pg

00 102 80
70 837140 824 00
001154 001184 -00

Coconuts .
per 1000 123

‘Copra

(per ton) 8356
Coconut oil
(per ton) 1197
Coconut oil
cake (per

385

ton) 50 365150 868,00

On the 16th they were said tobe
as below: ° _

16— 2—1948
Cochin ~ Alleppey Calicub

. Re. AS. PS. RS. AS. PS RS. AB. P8+
Coconuts -
per 1000 Not — 105 00
Copra quo- : A :
(per ton)  ted 786 100 800 00O
(Coconut oil
per ton) 1097 13 01152 0 0
Coconut oil
cake (per

ton) 3b5150 3&&0(}
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AHSIKEBE and TIPTUB

(Mysore State)

The following report on the condi-
tions of coconut market in Arsikere and
Tiptur during the latter half of January
and the first ha,lf of February 1948 has
been received from the Chief Marketing
Ofﬁcer, Mysore:-

Durmcr the period under 1epolt both
the hsupply and demand of coconut, copra
and coconut 0il to the market were rather
poor. Booking of copra from Tiptur and

-~ Arsikere, fo places ontside the State re-

mained cloged during the first three

; On the 24th the prace position was
ag follows:

24 - 2--1948 :
Cochin Alleppey = Calicut
5 RE. A8S. PS. RB. AB. PB. RS. As. Ps
- Coconuts ;
.per 1000 117 00 s 95--100
:Copra ,
perton) 743 60 719 40 776 00
Coconut oil
-(per ton) 1074 2.0 1036 1 0 1120 0 0
Coconut oil
- cake (per : 2
on) 341 40201 20 368 00

On the 28th the prices were reported
0 be thus:

Cochin Alleppey Calicut
RE. AS. P8. RS. A8, PS. RS, AS.PS.

Coconuts
per 1000 Not -
Copra quo-
(per ton) ted
Coconut oil
(per ton)
Coconut oil

-cake (per
ton) %

711 11 0 768 00
1001

104 40

150 1088 00

265 70 868 00 :

weeks of the period under report, Book-

- ing at Arsikere opened in the  last week

and in spite of this the s‘upply of ‘goods
to the market did not improve. As aTe
sult of unsteady rates tham hants
afraid to stick on to & definite T
The price position&-‘ﬁ;_;"' . this period

was ag follows. ar
Tlptm: Armkere

Il WEEK OF IAHUARY 1948. ¥ § gy
a) Coconuts Raoor oot " Rel ol
per 1,100~ 160 to 200 Red quality 195 =
 bulk* l60
- small” 110
(b) Copra - one o S
satta of 10 mds. ol
or 315 lbs. 255 to 260
{c) Coconut oil VI ey e
per md. of T
24 1bs. . i
I variety 18-12-6'
Lle g 15- 00

Tk g 13- 4_0
IV WEEK OF JmUARv 1048

(2) Coconuts per
1,100 125 to 130
(b) Copra one
stta of 10 mds.
or 3151bs. 22540 230
(c) ooconut oil per
md. of 24 1bs.
1 variety
1 SO
IIL

Balk125 60180

225 02







