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Our American Letter

“AMERICA SPIEIAKS T0 ME”

K. A. V. Pangdalai.

It would 'be'of great interest to
look into the causes that‘contribute
to the presperity of America, A
nation . of great financial
mineral resources, that has gone
through a heavy and impeverish-
ing world-war, stands. up with
great power and Strength when

all the other nations of the world

are going through a very chaatic
aftermath of war. The inflation
in France and China, the austerity
measures adopted in England to
cross the embrassing economic
crisis in England, the poverty and
misery of most of the European
and Asiatic - countries make us
think why
escaped the heavy and pernicious
repercussions of the war and in
fact, become stronger cfter the
war This would- be of great im-
portauce to Indiams as we have to
work
coun-try a prosperous one. If Ame-

rica which has a population whichis.

only half of that of India can, thro-
ugh industry and proper planning,
bacoms a world power there is no
reason/ why India cannot- But the

internal disordar shoald be guelled
“and the
- emphasis that was being laid on
" caste, creed and community should

undus  importance and

be done away with because it is
a meanace to progress and a dis-
grace to India.

1f I were asked. to say in a_word
what 1 thmk is the reason: for

“America’s prosperity, [ would say

Industrialsation. - Today, we l1ve in
& scientific age and we see_,_ma.u
using and misusing Science. A
nation has got to industrialise her-

self if sha is to preserve herlibertya :
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America alone. has .

immadiately to make our:

Also national defence and the 'im-
perialistic designs of certain count-
ries cf the world make it imperative
for peace-loving countries to resort
to scicnce .in order to safeguard
independence. India to be a great
nation has to industrialise vastly
and - immediately. Perhaps  a

step
; 2
Americans seem to have a dis-
like for nationalisation of industries.

geological survey would be the first

1128 @alme 80-9008- m‘lm.ao&

They do not bslieve in Government

taking over and running
thing; industries, companies and
banks for they say that no Govern-
ment can do it properly Their
feelings in this matter are best
expressed by Thomas Dewey of
New York when he said that he
was convinced that no Gavernment
can ever do any job as well as
ptivate enterprise ' This is the
reason why almost all the key in-
dustries such as steel industries and
oil companies. are private enter-
.prises. Schools and Colleges are
private. One thing is quite certain;
nationalisation kills cf)mpetmon
which alone can keep the prices
low and also it hits at the root of
efficiency. This does not mean
that I am advocating private enter-
prises; but I am of opinion that

every.

the management of industries rua

- on a‘ private enterprise basis can
"be - controlled and

liason officer in order to safegaurd
the rights and improve the lot of
labourers. This means Gaovern-
ment is not taking ‘upon itself a
great’ and difficult = responsibility,
but at the same time, Government
almost controls the management.
This is véry important for India
because the Government at present
has to devote all possible time
and energy in running the adminis-
tration efficiently and in pla-ning
to lay the foundation for a prosper-
#ous nation. The economice crisis

of England partly caused by the

hasty schems of nationalisation

adopted by the present Laboar
Government in FEogland shold
serve AS a warning, for manv

Indians very loosely talk of na-
tionalisation as if it were a panacea
for the many ills and troubles of
our country.

The high speed comforts and
constant  improvements in the
railways in America might be due
to .competition and the private
enterprise-basis on which they are
run The use of diesel oil; improve-
ments in the mechamsm and the
design would improve the Indian
trains. In these days when trans-

 portation is of great moment India
should do all she can to improve
the means of ttansporlat:on.

Almost all the nattons of the
world are undergomg an acute food
crisis which is awavatad by war.

thier policy
checked by Government through a-

1

 good and just relation between
labonr and mana.gement, -hould-

America alone has mora that what

_she needs, As stated in the last
~ article, this is due to one fact, that
shaamploys the most

thods

_and

. the tenant and landlord based

~that labour, if given' more import-

1
" In future n» country can afford toe ﬁ
»

.ions are. private owned.

India are compared, it will be seem §
that if we immediately adopt means i
to check soil-erosion, we need not ¥
have much head-ache about the °§
fertility or four soil' What is most

needed is the application of the
scientific and . up todate” methods = §
discarding of  antiquated
meéthods wlvch: should be obsoletes ™ &
Co-operative farming will be seen to =
yield mcre, than when ‘tiny plots %
are cultivated separately. - 11 India
the crying need todayis food and
so this problem cannot be put offs
Partition of land is is menace and
a .means of impoverishing the
people . Also it a essential to"
enact some legislation to bring
about befter understanding between'

on a decent treatment of labour.
But it should be borne ‘in mind

ance than it deserves, would only =
further labour-troubles which would . °
hinder progress An equilibrium
bas to be struck. If India or any =
state in India is going to be in- =
different to the most important )
problem ‘of agriculture, and food &
we will be digging our own graves.

be dependant on other countries in
essentials like food and ¢iothing.

Almost everything in America is
private owned. Automsbile in-
dustries, oil companies, steel indus-
tries and even broad-casting stat-
Perhaps
this is too much. What is sug-
gasted is not a cent per cent adop-
tion of this system in India; but,
to start with, we would do well to
run  important indastries on a
private enterprise system with the-
Government having a good hand
in the management until their
foundations are unshakeably laid
when the Government may, if need
there bs, nationalise ~them. It
would be unnecessary for any
Government to nationaliss any
industry if almost all the advant-
ages of such a step could be ob-
tained by other means because
whether an idastry is nationaliseed
or not, what is mainly aimed at
is the fair and just treatment of
labour and the safeguarding of their
legitimate rights.” The income to
Government due to. dationalisation

‘can be made up by the lavying of

some sort of tax like Excess i
Proftt Tax which will either lead = =
to a greater distribution of the
profit among the labourers or a
part of the profit going mto the -
country’s exchequer. i

In short, if the prosperity and
the high rank America occupies in
the highly industrialised nations of -
the world teach us anything, it is
that any nation to become highly
advanced shofild be independent in
the matter of essentials like food,
should resort to a schems of rapid
and vast industrialisation which
alone can solve the problam :
unemployment, shou'd. give great
encoura.gement to private
prise, enact legislation to effect a
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