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THANKEGIVING

My grateful thanks for favours
recerved tbrough the intcrces-
sion of Sr Alghonsa.

K. L. Thresiamma.
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Carmelite
Price Rs- 3)
Th's is the latest book by Father

Monastery, Manjummel

Cyril, who in spite of weak health

and pressure of work in Class, Pulpit

and on Platformy managesto find
time to carry on the apostleship of

pen. “Madonns” is a summary cf

Marian Theology in its manifeld
aspects, succinctly exposed, beauti-

fully expressed. and copiously
reinforced by choice quotations from

the Scripture, the Ifuthers and the

Liturgy. The book will be a greit

help for priests to preach on Our Bl.

Lady, for prieste and'laity to practise

intelligent and fervent devotion to

her. Hence while

knowing Catholics and

institutions.

Intelligent Religion

congratulating
the author on the production of such
2 uscful book we have great pleasurs
to recommend it to all English
Catholic

(Je Na)s =

What part does the intellect play
in religion? There are some who
think that faith excludes the actiom
of the intellecty-and that a Christian

should pot look for logical reasons
to support his belief. The opposite

is true. No man's religion is solid

unless his very {faith is rooted in
reason, and unless he s;ek ~and find
an answer toany doubts or diffi-
culties that arise in his mind. There

are three proper ways of using one’s

mind in the service of religion:

1. By asking questions. Just as
sick people ask doctors how to get
well, and wronged pecple ask

lawyers to help them regain their

rights, so those who are troubled
or doubtful about religion should
ask for enlightenment from experts
in that field. Many a person has

gone through life with very foolish

doubts about religious truths only
because he was too proud ‘to ask
gomeone trained in these matters
for answers to his doubts. Humble

enough to ask experts for advice
finance,
health, etc., they avoid those who.
could instruct them in religious

about business, law,

matters.

2. By listening to sermons and
re't2ous lectures. The Bible says

that “faith cometh by hearing.”

" The context of that statement
shows that it means listening to
the authorized and trained spokes-
men of religion.
avoid sermons in church, or
lectnres by trained expounders of

People who

Christianity, and yet listen to the -i

idle remarks about religion made
by people who have no more
training or authority to speak cn
such matters than themselves,
“have no one to blame for their
doubts but themselves.

3. By reading. Somewhere,
in & form adapted to any sort of

education or ftraining, there are

books, pamphlets and publications

L N e At A

N

that deal with every conceivable'f'j

doubt and confusion about religious

truths. A man with doubts who
does not look for reading matter

that can clear them up is not :

applying his intellect, as God
intended, to the most serious
business of life. Some people

read avidly anything wriiten by
doubters and disbelievers, but

never & line’ by those who are =

intelligently certain in their faith.
They are unreasonable and foolish./
Man is man “because he has an
intellect. Religion is proper to man
because it is based on intellectual
convictions. Intellectual convictions
can be based only on information,
instruction, evidence and reasoning.
Asking  questjons. listening to
sermons, and reading, provide the

matter for such convictions.
The Liguorian
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