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Salvation
for Non-Catholics

Should you be asked to- expla.':'n
the statement: “Outside the Church
there is no salvation,” we suggest
you quote the Revised Baltimore
Catechism (1949) to this extent: “We
mean that those who through their
own grave fault do not know that

the Catholic Church is the true

Church, or knowing it, refuse to
join it, cannot be saved. ‘Outside
_the Church there j8 no salvation’
does not mean that everyone who is
not a Catholic will be condemned.
It does mean that no one can be
saved unless he belongs in some
mauner to the Catholic
either actually or in desire, for the
means of grace are not given withoug
some relation fo the divine insti.
tution established by Christ.

“Those whoare outside the Church
through no fault of their own are

‘not culpable in the sight of God "

because of theirinvincible ignorance.
Persons who make use of the graces
God gives them, even though they
are not members of the true Church,
actually have the desire to become
members inasmuch as they wish to
use all the means ordained by God
for their salvation.”

Prayer of
St. Francis of Assisi

Lord, make me an instrument of

Thy Peace. Where there is hatred,
let me sow love. Where there is
injury, pardon. . Where there is

doubt, faith. Where there is despair,

hope. Where there is darkness,
light. Where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine master, grant that I may
not so much seek to be consoled as
to console; to be understood, as to
understand; to be loved, as fo love;
for it is in giving that we receive, it
is'in pardoning that we arepardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born
to Eternal Life.

P oPgge. @e gad N

Church,

The Ave Maria

Vel i S
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