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The Feast of the
Kingship of Christ

We would now, Venerable
Brethren, in closing this lefter,
briefly énumeratethe blessings which
We hope and pray may accrue fo
the Church, to society, and to each
one of the faithful, as a result of the

 §

anw o)

public Veneration of the Kingship of -

Christ.

When we pay honour to the
princely dignity of Christ, men will
doubtless be reminded that the
Church, founded by Christ as a
perfect society, has a natural and
inalienable right to perfect freedom
and immunity from the power of the
State; and that in fulfilling the task
committed toher by God of teaching.
ruling and guniding to eternal bliss
those who belong to the kingdom of
Christ, she cannot be subject to any
external power. The State is bound
to extend similar freedom to the
orders and communities of religious
of either sex, who give most vala-
able help to the Bishops of the
Church by labouring for the exten-
sion and the establishment of the
kingdom of Christ. By their sacred

vows they fight against the threefold.

concupiscence of the world; by
making profession of a more perfect
life they render the holiness which
her divine Founder willed should be
a mark and characteristic of His
Church more striking and more
conspicuous in the eyes of all.

The faithful, moreover, by medi-
tating upon these truths, will gain
much strength and courage, enabling
them to form their lives after the
true Christian ideal. If to Christ our
Lord is given all power in heaven
and on earth; if all men, purchased
by His precious blood, are by a new
right subjected - to His dominion; if
this power embraces all
must be clear that not one of our
faculties is exempt from His empire.

He must reign in our mmds, which
should assent with perfect submzs-'
gion ‘and firm belief to revealed
truths and to the doctrines of Christ. .
He must reign in our wills, Whmh
should obey the laws and precepﬁs ?
of God. He must reign in our
hearts, which should spurn natural
desires and love God above all
things, and cleave to Him alone. He
must reign in our bodies and in our
members, which should serve as
instruments for the interior sancti<
fication of our souls, or, to use the
words of the Apostle Paul, as instrus
ments of justice unto God. Tfall
these truths are presented to the
faithful for their consideration, they
will prove a powerful incentive to
perfection. It is our fervent desire,
Venerable Brethren, that those who
are without the fold may seek after
and accept the sweet yoke of Ghnst,
and that we, who by the merey of
God are of the household of the
faith, may bear that yoke, notasa
burden but with joy, with love, with -
devotion; that having lived our lives }
in accordance with the laws of Godls.
kingdom, we may receive ful 5
measure of good fruit, and, counted
by Christ good and faithful servants,
we. may be rendered partakers of
eternal bliss and glory with Him in
His heavenly kingdom.”...(Fius X1)

(From tie Pope's Encyclical insti-

tuting the Feast of the Kingship of
Christ.)
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