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America ani India bave a strange
fascination for each other. In spita of
the - great material  progress, America
has got high respect for ‘India’s spisi-
tual culture and has immense faith in
India’s future mission. “When India
sends her best men and women of
youthful spirit-to America: in order to
acquire knowledge . ‘in tha ‘modern
sciences, she in turn seeks Iudiaa help
to quench her spiritual thirst.” The
people of America flock to tha.Hindu
~students to learn from them something
- or. other of the "Sanathara’ theoriss

: abou; birth, life and death. ltisa
pity, no one of them can answar to
. .their questions. Americans are wonder
_struck at the. ignorance of the Hizdu
.students.  They ask the. swamijies of
the Sree Ramakrishna Mat thers' why
the Indians are so negligeat ahout
- - their own réligion which is so scieatific
- and. most perfect. - Swami Vividish-
ananda of America,  the other day said,
that he -had often satlahﬁd
questloners with the answer: ‘Hindu-
_“ismis a religion to be understocd and
' pfacuced ‘mot ‘to be ‘preached’. The
a.dvancernent in‘materialism proves the
backwa.rdness in spintoalism. It is
* high time that all of us," especially our
- youngsters; are well acquainted with
,the trus Vedanta principles of ‘the Sa-
~ nathana DFarma of the ancieat Jndians:
Hinduism is only Indianism; not ar all
a separate religion. It is the religion

husband, fath-r, citizen and nsighbaur,
etc, ste.. | It is  the only scientific
method by. which man can enjoy ab-
solute bliss.. Every other religion such
as Vaishnavism, Saiwism, Brahmanism,
~+Sakthism, Budhism, Jainism ,Judaism,
Xiiagity, Mohamadinism etc, is in
- Hinduism and not outside of it. Al
prophets have preached only the stauch
principles of the Sanathana Vedanta.
All-religions lead to-Hinduism,. nay, all
religions are in Hinduism. _
At ‘the ‘Art Institute of Chicago,
Swami Vivekananda with his nob'e
bearing, handsome face, musical veice,
brilliant apparel, and ‘his compslling
perconality, electrified some 7,000 or 30
of the Americans inthe parliament of ra-
hgmns in 1893. When headdressed them
as “Sisters and Brothers of America”
great was its effect ~ Well did the
. peopls understand that a sound brother-

hood of men on earth can be created
.only on a' spiritual * basis. = Swami

Vivekananda formed the confluence of

two great streams. of thought — the
“oriental and the occidental — and do-
minated them both. In order to realise
the full significance of the occasian it
is necessary to know the background
of the Swami’s thoughts and also that
of the contempaorary American culturs.

the
caps during the first
~of their

INDO-AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP

SAROUJA Ndxx-_

nent part in -her social and cultural life
In the'Mayflowes' in 1620 pi‘grims from
England and Holland landed i1t Amgrica
jast for the sake of freefom of woiship.
The:later colonists were there who re-
ssnted the reshigious restrictions impo:
sed upon them by the. then ralers of
England. These two sects combined
and formed the stu-dy, rel'g ous-minded
New Englanders and two centuries
after became-the:inteilectual and " <piri-
tual - leaders of Aw'rica - Abraham
Lincoln has'said ‘Aaerica is a nation
conceived in libarty and dedicated to
the proposition thac 2li men are created
equal’. = It isitrus a tremendous passion
for freedom; equality, justice asd one-
ness permeated the thinking of Awmeri-
hundced years

independeaces To these

ideals Swam! gave a spiritual interpre-
tation from the stand peint of Vedanta.

Durlrg the 19th Century the cul-
tural history of Ame:rica presents a
saies of events which culminated in

the Parliament of Religionsin Chicago. .

The origina! 13 colonies had developad
into - the Ugited States af Americg, a
land  of patural rssaurces, to “which
ths ‘Eurcpeans brought. a spirit of
techaical skills, adventure dand Courage.
America produced'a .number of states-
mex, politicians, inventcrs; econontists,

, military’- expe thinkess,
poeas writers and pr.—.ch:a.’ men Its
material prosperity awakan ten's'minds
and censciencss. = .Jn Philadelphia in
1333 an anti-slaverys ociely was started
Emerson’s Traascend:ntal * Movement
was-in-truth a fore-runnsr ofSwami's

n!t: perts;

that tsaches man his duties as son,
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Vedanta mavement. Emsrson was -
flaenced by ths philosophy of Greere,
the ethics of China, the rostry of tha
Sufts, and the mystcism of Iedia.” He
koew by heart the Gita, and had read
the Upani:had» He adagtad for s
motto ‘L g'zt from-the East.' = Walt
Whitman 1o ‘Leaves of Grass’ breatheg
the spirit of rdeutlty with every form
of life. His 'Song of ths Open Road’ is
full of Vedantic principles .......:..

No wordsr such a land received in full
¢ wami's- msssage of universality, equa~
lity, freedom acd cneness -

The Gald Rush in 1849 diverted
the American peoples’ attention. Tha
Civil War intensified * theit- desire for .
material progress: ard changed their
attitude ' towards life.  Immigranis
from other parts.of Eurom damped the
spiritual ardoor of the early Americans,

In 1859 Darwin's thecry of life revalu-
tionised the: thaughts of mep.  But
respective” ones felt hungry for the
freedom and harp ness that can never

bz had from materialism - Enlightened
Amerlcans naturally yearced for a
philosophy thar, goiog Ekand in haod
with sciepce, weou!d show them the
way to a higher vision of life. The
way was clear for: Thareau's dreams

cf a mariiage of Eastard West tobe
fu'filled ;The time was ripe for'a
cwnthes:s of science and mysticism. ‘
‘The right person canie in Swami'siper-
sonage  America, which was always
eager for new tratlis, whiere ever found,
welcomed Swami and is even now very
mauch idterested in the Vedanta: move-
ment inaugurated by him.

Swami showed them the umvcrs
ahty of Hincuism, the rational basas of
spirituality, ard the scieatific va'ue of
religicn:  He was invited to - different
partscf Ametica to explain to the. do-
ctrines of Hiddoism. His sgeeches are
recordéd ard re=d eagerly by the “pre-
ceptpopulation. ' The: ccngmegﬂtfms B
Vedanfa® certies .cons’sy inainly. of .
Chrwttﬂ.&& Ands <omeJew. iMax Ame
cand practife conrentration aﬁ

“They are ¢ager fir a _-ratxona.i i
statement of spiritual truths and seeka -~
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universal truths Cburcbes, cultoral so-
cieties, education centreg, are all anra- 5
cted te Hinduism. ‘Tlfe Xnan anmi-
sters are :a]k:rg,r-bcut respect for oiber i
faiths ard atout the reed for meditation
etc.  They also admit’ the- divigity of
Budha, Krisbea and other Prephets.,
Swami built the spiri val bridga
joinicg-India and America. May his
dreams of crealirg a new world culture, . =
through the excharge of Ea t West
ldeals, ccmé true in the near future.
Hindu- students are now flocking to -
America to learn science and techno-
logy. With preliminary training they
themselves can be made effective chan-

Studying with pandits, meditating

in caves and forests talking with princes
~and beggars, his sharp eyes dialated on
the problems of his motherland the Swi-
mi became convinced ‘that spmtuahty
‘was the backbone of India, and its mis-
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pels for spearding the knowledge of In-
dian culture in America, thus qeatmg
further good will for India Through ex-
perience America is lesirpirg to regard-
moral as well as spiritual: achievements
as more valuable ta the material advan-
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spiritual culture, was the object of his
‘thoughts by day and of his dreams by
night. Finding no cooperation from
~his fellow-men be sought the help of
‘the scientific and dynamic people of the
~ West. . In return for the knoswledge of
- Vedanta he tried to get for India tha
%smenuﬁc and technological knowledge
_from_ the, westerners just enough to
- raise the standard of living here. He
‘thought it wise to preach religion herg
~_afeer relieving the poverty of the masses. e
- He felt quite sure that India, revitaliz- "4
~ ed by the wisdom of science and te-

leives its impression on the paintidg of
Raphael and Leonardo da Vinci, the
sculpture of Midael Angelo the music
of Palestrina and Bacch and also the
writings of Milton, B]ake, o ennysan,
Wordsworth, hakespear ete. Let 1
. eternal religion of" the Hiddu pation
. 'come out of its lsommd becomc
dynamic as well as aggtyssweg e
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