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Vatican Radio Talk

by Mar

Dear friends and belov:d brethren,

1 ain Mar Severios, isnop Adwi-
nistrator Apostolic of tue Catholic
divcese of l'iravalla. 1 have cowe
to ths eternal City to pay wy
howage to the H .ly Fathers the

Pope and to get the blessings of the

Holy Year. Iam one of the four

“Prelatés who wade their submission

to the Pope since 1930 from the
dissident Jacobite church ot Malabar
that lost commnunion with the Head
of the Cuurch in 1653. 1 take tais
occasivn to address you a few
words.

The Pope has churches in com-
munion with him in all parts of the
world. He bestows his solicitude
on every human being. There is no
one else in the whole world who is
so vitally conuected with the affairs
of men as he is. He views the
interests of men and people im-
partially, while all the other heads
either civil or ecclesiagtical have
their limitations and selfish interests.
St. Peters Basilica bears ampie
living testimony to this fack. For
at the general audience that the Pope
graats every week, people from ail
parts of the world fluck in hundreds
and thousands without distinction of
caste or creed, colour or nation-
ality and he says sowet.ing to each
ofthem andthey all go b .ck satisfied.
One cannct fail here to note how
the heart of the Pupe yearns for
the good of mankind.

When the world takes to any
means for the satisiuction of the
natural needs of man, and is enticed
by false prospecis, tue Pope in
uaegaivocal  voice  proclaims the
eterual dowinion of God and brings
home to the people thit *nov 1n
bread alone doth man live”, e sees
also that the mo-t daoger. us tempta-
tions are those which ai® clothed in
the garb of God's honour and
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service. Does not the multiplication
of religions and religious sects
testifly this? All men of good will
find it & necessityy, man being a
reasonable being, an jotellectual
necessity to bave an infallible voice
to guide themn in their confusion of
ideas and ideals. Here from St.
Peter’s the Pope proclaims the eternal
truth as delivered by the Son of God
Himself. This voice has guided and
is guiding all seekers after truth as
did the star guide the wise men from
t¢he Hast.

The big Basilicas in Rome pro-
claim the victory of Christianity over
the forces of darkness. These are
standing monuments of lives made
perfect in the Catholic Church. The
Basilica of St. Peter stands on the
site of the Circus of Ewperor Nero
and here in the middle of it St.
Peter, the Prince of the Apostles of
the Son of God, Jesus Christ, was
martyred. The Basilica of St. Peter
now stands as one of the wonders
of the world; no one 'who has not
seen it can conceive its stateliness
and magnificence. 176 years were
employed in its construection. Its
cost amounted to over ten million
pounds. Itcan hold at least seventy
thousand people.

One who comes to Rome cannot
close his eyes to the great Colosseum
that stands in naked contrast to St.
Peter’s. Emperor Titus inaugurated
1t with great festivities lasting for
bundred days, after his return from
the conguest of Jerusalem. The
mighty eaifice covers about six acres
of ground. The height of its
external wall is 150 feet. 1t was
the scene of the fearful barbarities
during the Cnrisiian persecution.
It now stands consecrated to the
Bacred wewory ¢f the martyrs who
were Kkilled there. Liet every one
take a lesson from it. Mussolini who
lived at the foot of it did not.
Hitler did not. Let the Colosseum
be ever a proof to the great words
of the Pope Pius XI of happy
mewory, “He who strikes the Pope
dies.”

On! Freedom! The most precions
thing! God only knows the greatness
and vaiue of it, Man bargains it
for perisnable things. God delivered
Lis Son Jesus to brutal death,
rather than take away the' freedom
of man who crucified Him. Freedom
i3 tue price of eternal happiness.
Freedow is the birth-right of man.
‘Lhe world has yet to learn what
freedom means. It is true many
a battle has been foughtin the name
of freedom, bctween countries and
countries, between nations and
nations, between individuals and
individuals, History of the world
is a history of the play of freedom
History shows all is not well with
the world because troe freedom is
not used correctly, The correct use
of freedom is to merit eternal
happiness. It is given so that man
my know God, love Him aud serve
Him, To wuse ones freedom
kaowiogly and willinglyand with full
Joy to do the will of God in the way
he wants to do it is the perfection of
freedom. Let every one understand
that to obey is freedom, to submit
to divine authority is life itself.
This is the consecration of freedom.

Today there is much talk about
unity of faith and peace among men.
All this talk ends in greater con-.
fasion and multiplication of divisions.
In ail tnese one can well see the
uster lack of an infallible voice to
guide them; for them to consecrate
their freedomn  Hearken to the voice
of the Pope, and there you will have
unity of faith and peace of the world.
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