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who inaugurated the Founder’s Day.
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THE FOUNDER'S DAY CELEBRATIONS

The Founder’s Day of the Zamorin’s
College was inaugurated on the 10th of
Uctober this year by His Excellency the
Miaharajah of Bhavnagar, Governor of
Madras. The Hon. Mr. K. Madhava
Meznon, Minister for Law and Education
presided and the Hon. Mr, Justice
P. Govinda Menon, Judge of the High
Court of Judicature, Madras, delivered
the Commsamoration Address. We are
deeply grateful to them all for their
graciousness in accepting our invitation.

A unigue and memorable feature of
the occasion was the presence of His
Highness the Zamorin Rajah himself in
‘the College and we are grateful to
him for his kindness in agreeing to
associate laémself with the function.

The long awaited and eagerly
expected 10th of October dawned
brignt and gay. The otherwise sombre
and rather serious atmosphere of the
College underwent a thorough change.
The whole place had put on a festive
appearance. Imposing arches adorned
the gates of the College, Festoons and
tlags were evident all along the drive
and at the entrance to the great Hall,

At sun-get the Whole place was
brilliantly lighted up.  The ‘Hall
itself looked like Aladdin’s palace. The

decoraticns were in ’che. hands of the
well-known artist of Malabar, Sri C. P.:
Raman Nair, our former drawing master. .

He and his able assistants were able to
transform the place overnight into a
veritable heaven on earth!

Bright and joyous faces ‘jostled

alon
eatly hour, looking very self-important
and busy. The boys had discarded
their books, the girls their shyness

the narrow verandhas from an’

and the masters their sericusness.
The teachers and the taught
mixed freely with one another and all
artificial distinctions between persons

and persons were forgotten for the
. time being.

The day's programme was

scheduled to ‘commence exactly at 6 .

p. m. but students and guests began
The

pouring in several hours earlier.
College Volunteer Corps and the mem
bers of
anxious time of it seating the guests. It
was well nigh impossible to keep seats
reserved for distinguished visitors
unoccupied for any length of time.

It was an arduous and very delicate
task, for feelings were bound to get
uffled at the first false note, but it

was managed with great tact and good
humour by all concerned.

H. H. the Zamorin Rajah arrived
a little before six and was cordially
received at the entrance to the hall by
the Principal and Members of the Beard
of Management. He was then conducted
to his seat on the dais, all the guests
and students dutifully standing and was
profusely ogarlanded. His Highness

locked cheertful and happy and was

evidently pleased with all that he saw.

Soon after, the Hon. Minister, Mr. K.
Madhava Menon and Mr. Justice P.
Govinda Menon,

gate. Mr.
Nambudiripad garlanded the Minister
and Mr. N. G‘rovmdan Nair, the Judce.

H. E. the Governor himself arrived
at 6-5 p. m. and was received in the
portico by the President and Members.
After. .

of the Board of Management.
introductions were over, H. E. inspected
a Guard of Honour provided by the Boy

of

the staft had a busy and

both of them
distinguished ‘old boys’ of the College,”
-+ arrived and were duly received at the
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Scouts of the College. He was then
conducted to the decorated platform
and was garlanded amid resounding
cheers by Principal Krishna Iyer.

The day’s programme opened
appropriately with ‘a prayer song in
Hindi by three sweet-voiced girl
students of the College. This was
followed by a recital of a few verses in
Sangkrit, composed by Sri D. Rama
Variar for the occasion, offering a
a welcome to His Excellency, the
- Governor.

The President of the Board of Mana-

. gement, Rao Bahadur K. P. Krishnan Nair,
 in a short speech welcomed His Excel-

:'?fx'j lency on behalf of the Zamorin Rajah.
" H.E. Ths Governor then delivered

~ his speech in a rich manly voice which

resounded through the Ilength and
breadth of the Hall. :

H. E. the Governor’s Speech
Mr. Chairman and my friends,

I consider it a privilege to have
been invited to this function today, for
the fams of this institution is not only
known in the state of Madras but also
throughout this country. We are met
here today to do honour to the founder
of this college, Sir Manavikrama Raja,
of Calicut, who started this institution
in 1877. I have bzen reading an account
of his life, but to an audience in this
town it would be needless for me to
repzat his many accomplishments and
his achievements. This college was
founded by him in 1877 as a school and
has rapidly progressed since then to
its present status as one of the premier
institutions on the west coast. It num-
bers amoéong its old students some of
the prominent men not only on the west
coast, but throughout India. It is by
-quality and not so much by quantity
. that we judge such institutions. One of
the most common boasts of our country,
I think, is that we have a population of

nearly 350 millions; nor is.this boast
contined to the country generally. It is
quite common to hear such and such a
person declaring that 10 or 15 or 20
millions of people, as the case may be,
will not allow this or that to be done, or,
are insistent on such a demand being
met. This method of assessing our
wealth by the counting of numbers,
appears to me, to be entirely wrong. It
is not these millions or crores alone who
give the country its importance. Our
standing in the world is not judged by
these millions but by the character and
integrity of its people, and above all,
of its leaders. We are judged by the
number of such men and women who
can give a correct lead to the rest of
their fellow-citizens. We have to accom.
plish many things in this country and if.
we are to do it successfully we need not
merely the material wealth which we
can command, but what is more impor-
tant, a proper lead given to our people
by its natural leaders. By its natural
leaders, I mean those who have had the
good fortune of passing throuch a
college like this. For institutions of this
nature not merely provide the necessary
amount of knowledge and learning in
the sciences and the arts which help to
earn our living hereafter. Institutions
of this kind stand for progress and for
the search for truth. They serve to
develop our character and self.discipline
and above all to instil in us that spirit of
humanity and sympathy to our fellow-
men which is the hallmark of educated
men. Thisis the tribute which I would
like to pay to the founder of this college.
For as long ago as 1877, when our coun.
try was still under foreign domination,
he realised the need for education on
these lines for our younger generation.
He realised the need for such enlighten.
ed and liberal education if our country

was {inally to attain its proper statuc.—

The west coast of Madras state and
especially this area has long enjoy@
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The Hon. Mr. K. Madhava Menon,

who presided over the Founder’s
Day Celebrations.
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rare reputation for its high standard of
education and the enterprise of its resi-
dents and if this region has enjoyed this
reputation it is due, in a great measure,
to our early pioneers in the field of
education like Sir Manavikrama Raja.
It is a fashion sometimes to decry the
cfforts made by these early leaders,
particularly because they had to work
within the limits of their times and the
circumstances of that age.
the work done by the founder of this
institution should be a sufficient answer
to such critics.

The results achieved by that work
in this college should be sufficient to
move such critics to admiraticn and
praise.

[ join with you all in paying this

tribute to him and in wishing this

college many more years of service to
the youth of this country. -
- rJar-HiNDe

H. E. was loudly cheered at the:

conclusion of his speech.

The next item was a Music Recital,
vocal and instrumentasl, by some of the
past and present students of the
College, at the end of which, the Prin-
cipal proposed a wvote of thanks to
H.E. and to the Zamorin Rajah. The
time was now about 6-50 and H. E. and
party left the Hall. Soon after, H. H.
the Zamorin Rajah also left and the
Hon. Mr. K. Madhava Menon commenced
his introductory speech in Malayalam.

The Hon, Mr. K. Madhava Menon’s
Speech.

The Minister paid a tribute to H. H.

Sir Manavikrama Rajsh, the Zamorin
who founded this College in 1877 and
said that it was the duty of this gener-
=t to cee that the College was raised
¢ to the First Grade, sothat it may benefit
succeeding generations. He asked those

present to take a vow that they would
w-\

The life and"

.-ing the hope that they would rise equal

“recited some verses in Sanskrit snd
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do their utmost in helping this cause
While stressing the immediate necessity
for raising this second grade College to
the first grade, the Minister regretted
that Government could not do much in
this direction as there were already iwo
first grade Colleges in Malebar—one |
at Palghat and the other at Tellicherry.
In the adjacent districts of Coimkatcre =
and South Canara there were {wo
Government first grade Colleges. At
the same time, there were districts like
Bellary where there were no Colleges
at all. It would not therefore be fair on
the part of the Government to endow
more Colleges where there were already
several while doing nothing tor such
backward districis like Bellsry. The
Minister pointed out that it was for the
people of the locality themselves io 8
take the initiative in this matter and he
closed his introductory sreech express-

to ‘the task. . ;
Two students of the College then

Malayalam in honour of the Founder, =
composed by Messrs D. Rama Variar
and V. T. Vasudeva Panikker.
Mr. Madhava Menon then called upon
the Commemoration speaker, The Hon.
Mr. Justice P. Govinda Menon, to deliver
his address. ' '

Mr. Govinda Menon's speech. =
which lasted for nearly 45 minutes, was
followed by another item of music by
some of the former lady students of the
College. At theend of this, Mr. Madhava
Menon made his concluding remarks.

time, pointed out that unless
Zamorin’s College was immediately
raised in siatus, there was the danger
of its becoming a ‘High School’ as per
the recommendaticn of the Univgrsily
Commission recently aprointed by the
Central Government. This bedy, -he
told the aidience, had recommended
that existing Second Grade Colleges
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imparting instruction only up to the
Intermediate standard should be clagsi-
fied as ‘High Schools’ and only colleges
having B. A. and higher classes should
be graded as ‘Colleges’. He revealed
that the Central Advisory Board of
Education at its last meeting which the
Minister himszlf attended, had decided
to accept this recommendation of the
Commission. Hence the time at their
disposal, the minister urged, was very
short indeed and they should bestir
themselves in the matter of raising the
_ status of the College without delay.

The Minister recalled with pleasure
the days which he himself had spent in
the Zamorin’s College and exhorted the
present students to make themselves
worthy of the great traditions and pres-
~ tigs which the College has steadily built
up all these years. In conclusion he
said “We, the old boys of the College,
have a pride in our institution and that
pride you must also develop and always
be able to say wherever you go ‘I was
formed in the Zamorin's College.
Zamorin's College made me’.”

Sri P. Govinda Menon, Member of
the Board of Management, proposed a
hearty vote of thanks to the President of
the evening, to the Commemoration
Speaker and to the guests who were
present. He read Messages of good
wishes which had been received from
eminent persons—all friends and well-
wishers of the College. Amid resounding
cheers, Mr. Govinda Menon anncunced
the receipt of a munificent donation of
£ 500 to the College Fund from Messrs.
Pierce Leslie & Co.

The next item was a short Malayalam
farce in lighter vein entitled ‘a'esdto
aoat®” written by Mr. M. P. Sivadas
Menon and enacted by some old
students of the College. Mr. Rajsh,
playing the heroine, gave a creditable
and convincing performance. His make-
up was also excellent.

Round about 10. P. M. the function

terminated with the singing of the

National Anthem.

Long live the Zamorin's College

S. K. SABHAPATHY,




THE BRAHMIN IN HISTORY

What Jesus has been to Christianity
and Jerusalem, and Muhamad to Islam
and Arabia, the Brahmin has been
to Hinduism and India. Ever since the
ceremony of corcnation came into vogue
‘the protection of the Brahmin has been an
integral part of the coronation oath. The
ceremonial installation of every Zamorin
comes to a close with his solemn promise in
the presence of the Alvancheri Tamprakkal
that cows and Brahmins will be protected.
Helpless against brute force but indispens-
able to the state as the custodian and
guardian of the accumulated wisdom of
the past, the Brahmin attained to his

- homnoured place in society not by usurpation

but by service, not by arrogance but by

~ humility and sacrifice.

!

But for him India would not have
become famous for its learning and culture.
The Wisdom of the East flowed towards
the West from two fountains. China and
India. The former emphasized the
material, the latter the spiritual, aspect of
civilization. Though the non-Aryans had
their own monumental achievements, as
evidenced by the relics of Mohenjo Daro,
their genius very often lost itself in
emotional extremes and extravagance.
The cold rationalism of the Aryan, as
represented by tne Brahmin, checked the
easily excitable volatility of the Dra-
vidian, and inseminated those virtues of
deliberate self-control and uncompromi-
singly logical ratiocination, without which
no progress is possible and no science and
philosophy can ever thrive. It is nota
mere accident that the superstitions of
India are pre-Aryan, while its philosophies
are post-Aryan.

Evenin political history the role of

- the Brahmin has by no means been insigni-

ficant. We have a number of imperial
Brahmin dynasties like the Sungas, who

S

patronized Kalidasa, the Kanvas who
succeeded them, and the Andhras who
ruled the Deccan from sea to sea. But the
achievement of the Brahmins has been
greater as preceptors and ministers remain-
ing in the background than as rulers in the
limelight with all the pomp and parapher-
nalia of royalty.

Everyone knows that Arjuna’s

greatness was in the main due to Drona. =

Any school boy will tell us that without

the Brahmin Chanakya there would have =

been neither Chandragupta Maurya nor
the mighty Mauryan Empire. It was the
Brahmin who converted the Apollo-
worshipping Greek into the Vaishnava
Hindu and transformed the savage Hun
into the glorious Rajput. If the efforts
of the Brahmin king, Dahir of Sind,
had been vigorously seconded by his
subjects Islam would not have planted its
banner on the banks of the Sindhu. If
only the rank and file of the Hindus had
listened to the counsels of the Brahmin
Devala and accepted his smriti by taking
back the hundreds of thousands who had
been compelled to embrace Islam India
would not have had the seemingly insoluble
Hindu-Muslim problem now. It is well-
known that Sivaji owed his inspiration to
the Brahmin Ramdas, and the Maratha
Empire from Kashmir to Kumari was the
work of the Peshwas.

Local history has the same tale to tell.

But for Ramayyan, Travancore would have

remained a petty state and been over-
whelmed by the Mysorean avalanche that

swept down upon it after his death. He
was to Martanda Varma much more than
what Chanakya had been to Chandragupta.
If during the dark days of the Mysorean
occupation the Zamorin had only chosen
to adopt the advice of Swaminatha Pattar
Karyakar, instead of allowing himself to




- Brahmin has made his mark,

i

be beguiled by Diwan Kesava Pillai of
Travancore, he could have retained his
ruling powers and the Rajapramukhship of
of Kerala might have been the privilege of
Nediyiruppu, not of Venad. On behalf of
his master the Brahmin minister inter-
viewed the Tiger of Mysore in his den and
persuaded him to reinstate the Zamorin
and order the governor of Calicut to hand
over the treasury to him. But as return
to Calicut involved war with Travancore
and Kesava Pillai was the Travancore
Diwan, the Zamorin rejected the proffer-
ed hand of friendship. Hence it was that

'Tipu, who had vowed the destruction of

Travancore, proclaimed a jihad against
the Nayars as a nation of oath-breakers.

Malayalam literature the
We cannot
think of Trichur Puram without calling to
mind the Venmanis. Tolan, Punam and
Puntanam have made their own contribu-
tions. The father of Tunjan, who intro-
duced Kilippattu in Malayalam, and of
Kunjan, the king of satire, are supposed
to have been Brahmins. And both of them
owed their rise to fame to the Brahmin
chief, Devanarayanan of Ambalappuzha.
No one has excelled the Miltonic profun-
dity of Ulloor or the Dickensian humour
of P. G. Rama Iyer.

Even in

The Brahmin is however very often
condemned as the author of the caste
system. But ignorance alone canattribute
its evolution to him. It was the product
of socio-economic forces over which he had
as much control asover the rising and

setting of the sun. The social exclusive-
ness, which is very often ascribed to him,
is not his monopoly; nay evenin enligh-
tened Kerala no one can be found so ready
to hobnob with the Christian and the
Muslim, not to speak of the Cheruma and
the Pulaya. In the villages he is blamed
as the author and promoter of temple
entry; while the pseudo-educated classes
denounce him as the creator of caste, the
uneducated classes curse him as its
destroyer.

It is indeed true that very few non-
Brahmins have become Brahmins. But
how many have really desired it? No mona-
stic system, ancient or modern, in the East
or the West, can show anything more
rigorous or exacting than the discipline of
a Brahmin’s life. He is a priest indeed,
but not merry. The (dinacharya) of a
Brahmin combines the asceticism and
effacement of the monk with the arduous
duties and cares of a householder. From
the worldly point of view, the Brahmin’s
life with all its poverty is not at all attrac-
tive. Luxury and indulgence have no
place init. Truth is the Brahmin’s goal,
the conquest of the mind his delight, and
silence his relaxation. It is more easy for
a Brahmin to become a warrior or trader

than for a warrior or trader to take to the

life of a Brahmin. Hence it is while
Dronas, Chanakyas, Ramayyans, and
Swaminaths have been numerous there
have been only one Viswamitra and one
Satyakama. And they are half mytholog1~
cal, half historical !

K. V. KrisuNA IYER, M. A, L, 1.

(To be continued)
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A MYSTERY SOLVED
By
(V. Gopinath Menon, Junior Intermediate)

Last summer vacation I felt a great
desire to visit my village in which we had
some property.

My village, Melattur, is a very small
place hidden away among the hills of the
Western Ghats.

The “out-housers” had gone away for
a few days. I was feeling very lonely but
the Sexton Blake books I had brought
with me made my stay endurable.

I felt dull. So I chose a book from

the shelf and settled myself to read. The
book was ‘“The woman in white’’. It was

- frightful but at the same time thrilling. I

was so deeply buried in my book that
I had no idea what the time was. I glanced
up at the little time-piece on the mantel-
piece and I found to my surprise that it
was already past midnight. I decided it
was high time I was in bed and asleep. I
slipped into my night dress and crept into
bed. Everything was so still I could hear
the great grand-father clock ticking away.
I went on thinking of the book I was
reading and could not compose myself to
sleep. Suddenly the ominous howl of a
fox rent the air and was soon followed by

‘the hoot of an owl from a neighbouring

tree. I began to feel nervous and hugged
my pillow closer and drew the blanket
over my head, I feltso hot that quickly
put out my head again and glanced through
the window. A powerful light struck right
into my eyes!

I knew that the light came from the
out-house; but had not the tenants gone
off to some place? Perhaps they had
returned. 1 went to the window and
looked out. Everything outside was quiet
and the place was assilent as a grave. Oh!
the-unexpected light gave me the creeps.
My first instinct had been to scream and
cail for help. But my curiosity to find out

all about the light got the better of me. I
began imagining all sorts of {air prospects
before me in a detective agency, if I could
only find a solution of this mystery.

Thus backed by my imagination I
went out of the house armed with a walking
stick and a small pen-knife which I always
carried about. If it came to the worst, I
thought Iwould at least knife the criminal.

I walked quietly up the steps hoping
that the burglar or who ever it was would
not get a warning of my approach and
slink away, for that would spoil my
adventure. Without making the least
noise I walked into the darkness groping
along the walls until T came to the door of
the room with the light. My word! was
not I surprised to find not a soul in the
whole room ? Perhaps the intruder might
be standing behind the door waiting for
me to come in, and then might suddenly
pounce upon me. I stepped in cautiously
but even then the room remained noiseless
as ever. Then I thought, perhaps he had
gone to some other room. I searched high
and low for the culprit but found none.
I wondered how the light came and examin-
ed the main switch; but everything was
all right. Suddenly it occurred to me that
I might look at the switch in the particular
room. DBehold! the switch is on and there
sleeps a mother squirrel with two of her
babies in a cosy nest. I found that the
switch was very loose and due to the
weight of the squirrels the light was on!

When I came home I told this funny
mystery to all my brothers and sisters and
we had a good laugh over it. Alas! if I
could only have foreseen what was the
matter, I would not have made such a fool
of myself by trying to invade a happy

family of squirrels with walking sticks and - .

pen-knives.



HOW I, BELL SINCCLOVE TANDL OUT ' OF IT

(R. Sivaramakrishnan — Junior Intermediate)

My friends used to give me novels to
read — mostly what they called ‘love
stories”. But those books did not affect my
moral principles because I never bothered
to understand the inner meanings in them,
conveyed by certain sentences. I read
books mainly for their style. In fact, I
never believed there was any inner meaning
at all to the sentences.

I was reading a particular book when,
for the first time in my life, I came across
the phrase, *‘fell in love with”, I had
then, no idea what the phrase actually
meant. I cimply thought that it was an
idiomatic phrase for the word, “loved”.
So, I imagined that I had learnt a new
idiom in English.

One day I had a quarrel with one of
my friends. Words ended in blows; and
being physically the stronger, I got the
better of my opponent. He promptly
complained to the head master of theschool.

The next day, the head master called
an assembly of the high school-students
and asked me to appear on the plat-form.
There I was questioned and cross-questioned
by the head-master. ButI answered him
with great calmness.

In the end, the headmaster said,
“This being the first time that such a
complaint has been brought against you,
you will be excused,

but you must beg

pardon of your opponent before this
assembly for having caused so much
trouble”.

To beg pardon of my opponent! And
to do so before this large gathering of my
friends and class-mates! I would rather
have begged his pardon a hundred times in
private; but to beg his pardon before so
wany students was too much for me; yet,
I had no other go!

So, in short, assuming an air of
non-chalance, which I was far from feeling,
I turned to the assembly and said very
reluctantly, but very loudly, “ILadies and
gentle-men, I am really sorry for having
caused so much trouble 1In fact, T have
fallen so deeply in love with my friend after
our quarrel yesterday, that I am not at all
ashamed of having to beg his pardon.

Before I had finished, the hall rang
with laughter. Instead of wusing the
simple words, “I love my friend very
much”, I tried to make wuse of my
“idiomatic language’’. But I was ridiculed.
Unable to bear the jeers ofmy school-
mates, especially of the girl-students, T
rushed down from the plat-form and ran
out of the place as fast as my legs would
carry me, firmly making up my mind
never again to make use of the phrase
“TO FALL IN LOVE WITH” or to do it
in real life either.




(AN ALPHABET OF GOOD SAYINGS,)
By
(S. R. Ramachandran.)

Action is thy duty, fruit is net thy concern.

Beware of little expenses, a small leak will sink a ship.

Cut thy coat according to thy cloth.

Do not attempt to shine on borrowed feathers.

Eat to live, and do not live to eat.

Frugality is the supporter of generosity.

Give every man thy ear, but few thy voice.

He that lieth with dogs shall rise up with fleas.

In the deep unwritten wisdom of life there are many things.
to be thought which cannot be taught.

Judge not, that ye be not judged.

Keep time, never be ashamed of doing right.

Look before you or you will find yourself back.

Many a little makes a mickle.

Never say die or despair.

Only after the well is dried we know the worth of water.

Pluck at a gown of gold, you will get a sleeve of it.

Reading alone is of little use unless we think of what we read.

Seek not happiness too greedily and be not fearful of unhappiness.

Take care of the pence and the pounds will take care of themselves.

Use thy spare time for thy self-development.

Venture not upon the threshold of wrong.

Want of punctuality is a want of virtue

(E) Xtend to everyone a kind salutation.

You pluck all good cheer, and be centres of joy.

_ Zealously labour for the right, success is sure and certain,



~ they are today.

A PROGAMME FOR THE YOUTH

“The old order changeth, yielding place to new
And God fulfils Himself in many ways.”

This little article is written by one
belonging to the old order, and when he
addresses himself today to his young
friends of the College, he does not, and he
has no businesss to, forget that he himself
left the portals of his educational academy
nearly four decades ago, when India and
the world were quite different from what
India was then a land of
“slaves” under the yoke of the foreigner,
and every ‘‘slave” was vying with the other
in the art of “‘slaving.” Every badasahib
was irradicated in the belief that nothing
was better than the Union Jack for himself
and ‘his progeny. His idea of his own
country was profane, and in his desultory
opinion any one who drudged for the glory
of the “white man’ was alone irreprovable,
because he was sure that his posterity was
secure with the 16” gun of the Britisher
behind him. And as for the large mass of
people, they never thought or felt as
members of one community. There was
nothing like a nation, and the prognosis
of the badasahibs was that such a con-
ception, India a Nation, was impious and
doomed to failure.

Castes, creeds, communities, commu-
nal fights, festive incidents, and many
other social factors had activated animo-
sities to such an extent that the “white
man’s burden” became heavy, and he
naturally claimed more and more of
implicit obedience to his iron yoke. It
was deep chaos under the apparent cosmos,
and the foreigner was happily fishing in
the troubled waters, because he found that

~ even the middle classes were aping him,

aspiring to lead the same idle, luxurious

-~

3

nonchalant life of the badasakid. In fact,
the whole country had been stultified.

Then came leaders after leaders who
began to speak of nationality and of the
people uniting against the white man and
his stooges. Annie Beasant kindled the
fire of freedom in the manner of the West.
Great Indians like Swami Vivekananda
said, “Let the Lion of Vedanta roar! Let
me tell you, strength, strength is what we
want,” and ultimately Gandhiji also came
into the field.

~ Naturally, things have changed, and
India, or the Indian Union asit is now
called, is supposed to be different from all
that today. The Great Father of the Indian
Nation called halt to all that old order,
because the Lord God wanted to fulfil

Himself- through this “little”” Great Man
(Mahatma). Gandhiji said that Indians
should change their ways, their habits and
their beliefs, and that they should not ape
the foreigner. He said, “'India is definitely
a nation,” and he laid down certain
national laws to be observed by Indians.
He proposed that we give up the luxuries
of modern life and retain the spiritual
peace of our ancients.
no via media between Indian nationalism
of the purest type and the pseudo-nationa-
lism of the moderners, as the latter was
according to him nothing but an exhibition
of the weakness of the flesh. He blamed
the modern generation for growing up
discontented, foregetting the principles of
plain living and high thinking. He blathed
the youth of our country for its “silver
screen’”’ ideology. He argued with the
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youth that there was no fun in blaming the
system of distribution for all the ills of
this country, when they themselves did
not contribute to the "cause of production
as much as they expected to get out of the
society to which they belonged. He told
them that the character of the people of
the country alone was important in building
up a national charactor. He insisted ona
high standard of character for his followers
and for the entire country. He idealised
his own life and placed it as an example
before the country. He pursued his purpose
obdurately, and may of his followers who
were paying only lip-sympathy to him,
waited for the day when the ‘ order would
change”. The Great Man disappeared,
and the “order changed’’ again, and the
country is once more steeped in chaos.

Some of our elders repeat in place and
out of place that India, though materially
backward, is spiritually leading the world.
It is true, a Budha was born in India, a
Gandhiji too; but it is also true that the
spirituality of the Budha was murdered in
India alone, as also the body of the
Mahatma. OQf course, India isa land where
“jsms’’ thrive like mushrooms. But “isms”
are not going to produce, neither slogans,
the fairylands that our youth witnesson
the silver screens.

Unless the youth of our country are
prepared to work very hard in an organized
manner, casting off their indolence and
without complaining, no revolutions or
redistributions ‘will give them any good.
As the irreproachable Patel said the other
day, production must precede distribution,
What is the use of talking of distribution

. of wealth, when the country has no wealth

at all? India is essentially poor. Look at
our masses! They are in rags, emaciated,
ill -fed, and hungry-looking. Exceptfora
few Tatas, Birlas, Dalmias, Maharajas and
Zamindars, the country is absolutely
poverty stricken. The need of the hour is
the utilization of the entire manpower for
producing more and more, Every young

man, nay, every man young or old, must
work, and work more, and produce more in
materials goods. There could not be any
excuse for non-workers, It is this lesson
that must go deep into the minds of the
youth of this vast country. Our genuine
national leaders like NehruandPatel tell us
this. Lack ‘of public spirit is another
damaging factor in our national life today.
Perhaps, our long servility produced in us
this deliterious effect. But at least now,
when our hard won freedom is being
challenged on ull sides, we should caution
ourselves. We should have better sense
of our national wealth and national pro-
perties. ;

Even a single example should open
the eyes of our youth to the national
calamity that awaits us. Look at the way
in which we use our public roads, the
railway compartments, the public tanks
and the other public places! It will be
shocking to any decent foreigner to see
these. Each man in these public places
thinks of ‘just finishing hls affair’, allowing
the devil to take care of the needs and
conveniences of the others. Moreover, is
it not a matter of shame: to- our sense of
justice that we do not encourage the
public officials to discharge their duties?
Again, for example, think of the ticket-
collectors of the railway department. Are
we not encouraging ticketless travel by
our indifference to justice or even by our
active sympathy with the .culprit, forget-
ting that every such act.ultimately tells
not merely on the national character of
our young men, but -also on our national
exchequer ? : :

Look at our manufacturers, many of
them, who mind only their profit and not
the goodwill of the public! They rarely
think of building up a reputation which
will pay them rich ‘dividends hereafter,
incidentally also increasing the prestige of
the Indian goods abroad. Every interna-
tional incident, though far away frem our
frontiers, is made an ercuse to increase the
prices of even minor agricultural products
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of our villages. It would seem as if
everybody wants to be rich overnight, no
no matter what happens to his neighbour.
Little is it realised that unless the total
wealth of the country increases, the
individual will not be benefitted in the
ultimate analysis. Adulteration, false
weights, false measures, inferior stuff
labelled as better ones, these common
dishonesties in trade will undermine the
commercial morality beyond compare.
Think of the thousands that dicd of “‘ber:
beri”’ last year due to the adulteration of
maustard oil in Northern India! Is this the
New India for which our elders worked and
sacrificed ? The youth of the country have
a great responsibility in this matter. They
can educate the masses against the bad
ways of the merchants, and also tell the
dishones’ merchants to behave better.
They could themselves set examples of
better conduct by engaging in trade and
by doing things properly. They could
actively non-cooperate with the evil in
society. They could abandon the evils
like smoking, and thus reduce the national
loss.

The youth of today will be the plllar
of tomorrow’s national life. By forgetting
the idea of self-aggrandisement and by
emulating the examples of those great sons
who have made enormous sacrifices to

_build up the Independant India of our

prayers, young men can make our future
bright. They could look squarely at the
face of snobbery; they could put down the
nepotism of some of our rulers, they could
encourage those who want to assert their

could work wonders to produce conditions
to make India a happy country. The lack

-of national character which is observed in

our midst today can be ruthlessly wiped
out by our young men if they have the
determination that way.

Looking at the turn of events in our
country after obtaining power, our young
men should be feeling ashamed of their
elders! Most of these ‘‘elders’” are now
engaged in campaigning against one
another and attributing the worst forms of
corruption and bribery. They are so
callous that they do not mind what their
own men think of them and how they will
be treated out of their office when that
situation arises. Our young men can make
these snobs understand and behave better.
They could form associations to arraign
these characterless public men, instead of
allowing the charges to remain neglected
and the public form unhealthy conclusions.

The young, lofty-minded students of
our Colleges who are bubbling with enthu-
siasm and who expect a new order in India
should remember that they themselves
have to be creative in spirit. They are
now in the training field. If they really
want a better life for themselves and their
progeny, they should do hard and sustained
work, they should forget to repeat shabby
slogans, they should not be led away by
false prophets, they should ‘acquire
thrilling character, thorough homesty and
ennobling public spirit, and above ali, they
should think of their country more than
of themselves. That way lies the happy

individuality against the spurious assump- future
tions of some. of our officials; nay, they PAZHANNUR RaMA PISHARODY
L T |
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EXCURSION PHOTOS

Santhi iketan, Ooty. Botanical Gardens, Ooty.
—Photo By P, B. Subramanian,
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Charing Cross, Octy. Race Course, Ooty.
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“troubled us for a few stations.

AN EXCURSION

By
Philip Kurien ! U. c

We the scouts of the High School, de

cided to go for an excursion to Kotagiri, a
place‘near Ooty. There were fourteen of us

including our Scout master and one 'of our
Rev. Fathers. With the necessary equip-

ments, we went to the school on the

evening of the fourth September. 'We put

our luggage in a cart and started walking

to-the station, which was close by. Having

reached there, we carried our own things:

to the platform ourselves. We got into
one of the compartments and no one
We had
the carriage all to ourselves and our joy
knew no bounds. We cracked.jokes and
laughed and spoke all together. As
the train moved on, we began to sing,
blow the bugle and beat the drum which
we had taken along with us. None of us
thought of sleeping during the whole night.
It would be a waste of precious moments,
we felt.

At 1—30 at night we reached
Coimbatore where we had to get down.
We carried our luggage to the third plat-
form where the train to Mettupalam was
to come. The train was scheduled to leave
onlyat 4—30A. M. So we had ample
time to do whatever we liked. All the big

boy5101ned together and sauntered about
the place looking very important. We,
small fellows with our master, went to see
the town. We were surprised to find the
shops kept open throughout the night.

~ We had to go outside the station through
underground ways. We

fruits and sweets. ~After secing the place
we returned to the station where our Rev.

Father and some scouts were waiting
for us.

‘while.

bought some -

- After some time the train came and
we all got intoit. In ‘the morning we.
reached \/Iettupalayam The next traln to
Coonoor was waiting on the other plathrm
This train was of a spécial kind., It had-
canvas ingtead of wooden windows'and the’
compartments: were: very small ‘indeed..
The engine too was very. small but very’
sturdy. As the-compartments were already.
nearly full, all of us could not get accomod =
ation in one compartment. So.we had to' =
sit in different carriages. From this train
we took some food which we had brought.
At 7—30 A. M. the train left Mettupalayam.
It went very very slowly. After going
about a furlong there was the cog - rail, like
the crank wheel of a bicycle. This enabled
the train to climb the mountain. . There
were many sharp turnings’ and steep
mountains on both sides of the rail.
Water was rushing ‘down the mountain
sides. The train steamed through long
tunnels which were very dark.

After three and a half hours we reached‘.-
Coonoor at 11-A. M. We got down at Coo-
noor railway station and on' enquiry we
came to know that the bus for Ko{agrl w 5:5;. ‘
only in the evening. We ‘visited Sim’s
Park at Coonoor and returned at twelve.'

ez Jutiih
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“Then we took our meals from a hotel,

returned to the station and rested for a -
In the bus we had to go in two «
batches. I was in the first batch and this
batch had to take the luggage of ever one. -
After two hours journey, we reached V est :
Brook. There was a huge, building on the
top of a mountain where there were onr_ly.:_
two Rev, Fathers staying. This was to be
our residence during the visit. We carried
everything into the building. On looking
out of the windows we saw that the whole
landscape was covered with mist and we
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began to shiver with cold. We wore our
sweaters and prepared coffee. After some
time we heard the whistle of the second
batch of scouts and responded with
our whistles. Thus they were able to reach
us by hearing our whistle call. All of us
took coffee and wandered about the place,
free as air. The compound was full of pear
trees and we plucked and ate a few fruits,
Due to the severe cold we were not able to

eat much though we were generally greedy

fellows. After some time we returned to
our rooms. Five rooms were given to us
for our use. One we used as dining room.

Two separate rooms were given to our
master and Rev. Father. We occupied the
other rooms. We were divided into two
groups each under a leader. Each group
- Was to do cooking in turn. In the night
we went and sat near the fire to warm
ourselves. At 8-30 the bugle was blown
and everyone rushed to the dining room
with their plates. We had a good supper
which we enjoyed thoroughly. That night

when we went to bed we were a set of tired
but happy mortals,

From the next day onwards we
had night duty also. We went tracking
on the mountains. One day we went
to Ooty. Here we visited the Govern-
ment Botanical gardens and returned to
West Brook in the evening. On Saturday
morning we gathered many pears and got
ready to return to Calicut. We bade fare-
well to both the fathers and came down
the mountain with our luggage. - After
sometime the bus came and we all got into
it. When we reached Coonoor, we visited the
Pasteur Institute. In the evening we got
into the train and the next morning we

reached our homes at Calicut.

What an experience it has been. We
felt we had returned from a dream-land.
Visions of green gardens and busy thorough-
fares, the sylvan surroundings of the lands-
cape at Pykara, not to mention the
fashionable race course which existed not
far from the humble huts of the Todas—
passed and repassed before our minds.

o
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BTHE NOBLEE

Krishnakumar was neither studious
nor suave in his behaviour. He agreed to
join College only to please his father and
enjoy the company of his friends. He re-
lished the good things of life, ate good food,
dressed himself fashionably and looked his
best at all times. He never missed a good
show at the local Cinema Theatre or a
Sports event in the Town. He liked to
catch the attraction of others.

However, he found that he had to
“cut” his classes on may afternoons and
became less and lessserious about his books

~and other class work. He lagged behind

every one else in his composition and his
Record work. Though he soon became a
leader and well-known figure at College, he
was disliked by his Lecturers and the
Principal. Every opportunity was, never-
thless, utilised by them to bring home to
him the advantage of punctual attendance,
attentiveness in the class-room and interest
in hisstudies. They knew that deep down
Krishnakumar possessed a clear and sharp
intellect and was capable of improvement.
The Principal wasknown to Krishnakumar’s
family for over two decades and did not
want to rebuke him directly or hurt the
feelings of his parents,

Krishnakumar’s father Devendranath
was one of the wealthiest persons in the
town and was among the ‘upper ten’.. No
big eventcame off without his participation
in it. He was besides, a man of sterling
character and Krishnakumar, being his
only son, he was extremely fond of him. He
allowed nim to have his own way in every-
thing and as for his monetary needs,
gavehim whatever he wanted for the mere
asking. :

Krishnakumar led a care-free and
“happy-go-lucky” life fornearly six months
after joining College.

PR ANGCHP AL

The Half-Yearly Examination was on.
Suddenly, Krishnakumar’sheart sank with-
in him at the thought of the results of the
Examination becoming known to his father.
He was sure to fail. Till then, he had given |
false reports to his father that he was at
the top of his class and very well-up in all
subjects. Now the cat will be out of the
bag. Krishnakumar was in a tight corner.

He appeared for the Examination,
although he could not answer even one
paper satisfactorily. The College re-opened.

A number of their relations had arri-
ved in connection with a marriage in their
house and taking advantage of this oppor-
tunity, Krishnakumar decided to stay at
home. He induced his father to counter-
sign his leave application for a week. He
was now anxiously awaiting the College
peon and hoped to receive the Progress
Report himself.

Ravi was a sincere well-wisher of
Krishnakumar’s. He was extremely good
natured and had an engaging personality.
He deplored Krishnakumar’s way of life
and desired to wean him away from his
bad companions. He wanted to correct
him without offending him. He liked to
apply “the iron hand with the silken
glove”. Ravi knew why Krishnakumar
had taken leave and remained-at home
through one of Krishnakumar’s servants.

Ravi hurried to the Principal and
entreated him to intervene and thus
bring about a change in Krishnikumar’s
character. - The Principal was noble and
had all the wisdom and experience of his
age and position in life. He promised to
do his best and hit upon a plan.

Immediately he despatched a Peon
with the Progress Report and instructed
him to deliver it only to Krishnakumar.
Krishnakumar, with a sigh of relief, -got
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the Progress Report from the Peon and
quickly tore it to pieces and set fire to it.

He was happy and:hoped to be free to con-
tinue his care-free life for another term.

The next day, the Principal called at
their house. Krishnakumar’s father
and the guests who had arrived were all
intimately known to him. He moved with
them and talked to them freely and all
~were happy. Krishnakumar alone avoided
the Principal and was nowhere to be seen
in the house. After tea, the Prircipal
took Krishnakumar’s father into a near by
room and spoke to him earnestly fora
few minutes.

As is natural, the father raged and
grew furious at the conduct of his son
but the Principal quickly pacified him.
Krishnakumar was called in. After much
persuasion by his relatives and trembling
with fear, he meekly went forward. He
dared not look up and simply hung down
his head in shame before his father and
the Principal. He suddenly burst in to
tears and confessed his fault. He craved

their indulgence and begged for forgive.-
ness. As luck would have it Ravi dropped
in just then and all the-three cheered up
Krishnakumarand helped him to regain
his lost self respect.

From that day, Krishnakumar was
almost a new man, quickly transformed
into a bright, studious youngster. The
Lecturers were happy and amazed to see
the great change in him, while his college
mates predicted that he would top the Uni-
versity Examinations.

* %

It was a red letter day in the history
of the College and to Krishnakumar and
his parents when they saw from the results
that Krisnnakumar had passed with the
first rank and he would be getting Prizes
and a Scholarship for higher studies.

***

Krishnakumar realised that wisdom
was really above riches and felt himself
deeply indebted to the nobility and high
character of the Principal.

By N. RacaunATtHA Rao,
First Year Class.




THE MARVELS OF SCIENCE

By
P. B Subramanian,

(First Year Class)

Who, indeed, can
today ?

ignore Science

We are all living in the *‘Atomic Age”
as it may well be called. During the ten-
thousand years of human civilization,
Science has advanced considerably. It
has influenced the progress of humanity
greatly. But, during the last 150 years,

- Scientfic progress has become explosive

and dangerous. In the beginning, Scientific
discoveries were used only for constructive
purposes; but, later on, they came to be
employed for destructive purposes. Science
was made a mere slave in the hands of
Scientists, to destroy their enemies, Thus,
the Atom Bomb and the Hydrogen Bomb
are destructive forms of Atmoic Science.
The Radio, the Motor Car, and the Aero-
plane are inventions which increase the
welfare of the Nation, and they may be
called Constructive forms of Science.

Dalton, in his famous Atomic Theory,

told us that Atoms are the most minute

particles of matter, and they cannot be
split any further, into simpler substances.
But, Scientists of the present age have
proved Dalton wrong,and they say that
Atoms can be split into simpler substances,
which yield +tremendous energy. This
energy is made use of for the manufacture
of Atom Bombs, for wholesale destruction.

Let us turn the pages of Science
through five centuries and examine the
various changes that took place in its
progress during those years. Let us peep
through the inventions of some of the
great Scientists, such as Marconi, Edison,
James Watt and the Wright brothers, in

the field of mechanical Science, and Simp-
son, Harvey and Pasteur, in the field of
early Medical Science. Let us ask our-
selves: What was the condition of man,
during the pre-scientific ages? What is
the condition of man, now? In the pre-
scientific age, men had noMotor Cars, Areo-
planes or the Radio and they did not
dream of that mysterious force called
Electricity. But, in the present times,
Scientists have harnessed Electricity,
Steam and the Atmosphere for their
researches, and these things are slaves in
the hands of Scientists.

Science laid the paths to civilisation.
We say a country is civilized only when
that particular country is Scintifically
advanced. We, who live in an age of
Science, live in an environment totally
different from the pre-scientific age.

Let us trace the growth of the mecha- -
nical marvels of Science. The Telephone
found on the desks of Officesis a monu-
ment to the memory of Graham Bell. Now-
a-days, we can speak to any one in any
part of the World through the Telephone.
Of those five Scientific Wonders of the
Modern World, the Telephone, the Grama-
phone, the Radio, the Motor Car and the
Aeroplane-the most amazing, both in
achievement and progress, is surely the
Radio. Evenin our own age, when broad-
casting and the Radio have become a part
of our life, there is still a thrill of wonder
when we hear a man speak to the whole
World. Marconi was its inventor. j

Man’s conquest of the new element, air,
is thrilling, when we hear the fact thatthe



T AR g g o e o pua i1

S

first flight was made with a machine, much
heavier than Air, in 1930. This achieve-
fment is made possible by the labours of
the American brothers, Orville and Wilbur

Wright.

Electricity has become, more or less, a
domestic and industrial slave. Michael
Faraday, Luigi Galvani and Ec}ison made
this possible. Fraday’s invention of the
induced currents, the discovery of the
Dynamo, the current Generator and
Edison's invention of Electric Lighting,
aftera very long and patient research,
have paved the way for future researches in

" Electricity. The progress of future research

tends, not to diminish, but to enhance and

glorify the labours of

inventors.

these mighty

Locomotion is another factor that
interested Scientists. James Watt inven-
ted the Steam Engine, which was improved
by his successors. Science has advanced a
great deal in Agriculture and Industries.
Lastly, in the Medical Science, the disco-
very of Chloroform and Bacteria is most
important. The harmful Bacteria, which
are the great enemy of human life, were
discovered by Louis Pasteur. In the olden
days, patients used to die of pain, even
after a successful operation. This was
remedied by the invention of anaesthetics
by James young Simpson.

)
FUNNY ADVERTISEMENTS
By
U. Balagangadharan J. I.

“Wanted a partner, ready to invest Rs. 10,000 in business for a firm in

Cocanada now. Apply sharp.

“Pauper” & Co., Cocanada,”
(P. B. 20,000)
**a& *’v** v ***

Applications are invited from, Unmarried, Hindu, Non-Brahmin, Scheduled
caste candididates who have passed M. A. (Hons) (Economics) of any recognized
University, in the year 1938, with a working knowledge of Shorthand & Typewriting
for the pos't of a Cashier in an excellent firm at Ludhiana. Age: should not be less
than 37 but below 38. Persons having good personality only need apply. :Security
Rs. 3,000 only. Applications should accompany a posial order for Rs, 5 (uncrossed).
Salary Rs. 70-3-150. Post temporary, but likely to be made permanent. :

Apply to: ;
, Liquidation & Co., Ludhiana.




R0

POWER SUPPLY

IN OUR STATE

N. Lakshmanan, II U. C.

Electricity has now become a necessity
in every walk of life. It forms the real
backbone of the country’s Industrial and
Agricultural development. It is thus of
paramount importance to set this on a
proper and sound basis, SO that’= the
country’s national prosperity, in future,
may rest on a solid foundation.

In the first place, the development of
Hydro-Electric schemes in the Madras
Province has progressed to a certain extent
in recent years. The schemes so far com-
pleted by our State are the Pykara, Mettur,
~ Papanasam and South Madras. Each of
these stations is provided with one or more
reservoirs. Unfortunately, there are serious
handicaps such as lack of proper imple-
ments which have made the construction
of additional reservoirs rather slow.

The Madras State entered into the
development of Hydro-Electric schemes in
1927 and for the first time in 1933
completed the first stage of thc Pykara
Hydro-Electric project in the Nilgiris
followed by the development of the Mettur
and Papanasam projects in 1937 and 10944
respeetively. In 1946, a new chapter was
opened in the history of power development
with our Government’s plan to double up
the power generated by the State.

Now let us consider the mew projects
of the state, namely, the Pykara and the
Moyar schemes. In 1933, the waters of
the Pykara river in the Nilgiris was, tapped.
At its origin in Mukurti basin a dam was
constructed for the Mukurti Reservoir.
This is situated at about twenty miles
from Ooty and part of the waters of the
Pykara river was taken by a channel to a
forebay constructed at Glenmorgan, some
twelve miles off Ooty. The head works at
Glenmorgan has a small reservoir. Pipe
lines are run down from here to the power

house at Sringara on the Mysore side of

Nilgiris. The vertical height between the

forebay and the power house being 3074

feet, a pressure of over 4000 pounds is
forced down. The total length of this pipe

line is more than Toooo feet, that is, 600

feet longer than the Sivasamudram project.
From the head works, the power house is
reached by the Ooty— Calicut road

covering about forty miles passing through

Gudalur and Teppakad. A quick access o
provided with a ropeway trolley communi-
cation to the power house from the head

works. This runs parallel to the pipe lines,

at an inclination of forty degrees, the slope

being one in one.

Two pipes were originally run to feed
three turbines. Every pipe is divided into
three branches, each feeding three water
wheel alternators. FEach generating set -
produces 6250 Kilowatts “pOwer. In the
next stage, in 19460, one more pipe line was
laid and two additional generating sets of
10000 K. W. were installed. Production
shot up to 40000 K. W.; that is an output
of 185 million units per annui. The
Pykara project’ was connected up with
Mettur first and then Papanasam. The
power house at Sringara supplies Malabar,
Coimbatore, Nilgiris and portions of 3%
Madura district.  Sir C. P. Ramaswamier
was responsible for sponsoring  this
scheme. Es

A third stage in the progress of the
scheme is the newly proposed dam close to
the Ooty —Calicut road which is being
constructed to form a lake between the
Mukurti dam and this project. Further,
it is proposed to install two extra pipe lines
from Glenmorgan to Sringara power house
providing three new generators of 13000
K. W. water wheel alternators. This will
be completed by 1952. 5o A
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The used up water in the power house
at Sringara is intended to be pumped on
to a new project at Moyar, twelve miles off
Stingara on the Mysore border. The Moyar
scheme will be provided with a reservoir.
The vertical height betwen Sringara and
Moyar is about 1000 feet. Three generating
sets of 12000 K. W. capacity will be
installed, which will provide twice the

. present power by 1953. The scheme is
estimated to cost 385 lakhs of rupees.
- When connected with Ramapadasagar,
Sivasamudram, and Pallivasal schemes,

this will help to raice the total output to
100000 K. W. for our state.

1t3+13 1€cessary “to - protect” our
Industries with Hydro-Electric power as it
does not yield either coal or petroleum.
The interest of our state is to supply every
nook and corner with electricity, which
will make Madras a model industrial state
in India. It does not stop with the
development of power alone. Let us hope
that electric power would be provlded not
only for the important towns but also for

the most remote villages in our state.

Two men, one of them renowned for his meanness, went into an inn for a
drink. The drink was about to be paid for, when the mean man spcke out, “Look
here,” he said, “I've been staying at your place for iwo months. You've looked

after me splendidly.

Jou've teken me ‘o theaires, and you've alwsys paid for

everything. Fair's fair. You musin’t pay for this drink”' “Bui—" began the

~other.

“No, no,"” said the mean man, “we’ll toss for this drink.”

The late Lord Halsbury once paid & surprise visit to a lunatic asylum.. He
arrived unannounced, and said to the attendant, “Good morning, ] am the Lord

Chancell‘or."

‘em ere.”

**%

“Beastly weather,” said one,
“Horrible," answered the other,

_“Avout the same” was the retort.

- “How’s the wife ?” queried the frst,

“Step this way,’' said the attendant with a smile. “we' ave three more of

*
**

Two friends met in a smoking compartment.

<=




¥

THE CHESS - BOARD

ISLANDERS

By

P. R. Venkitakrishnan

It was a night of unprecedented
violence. The incessant pelting of rain,
intermixed with blinding flashes of lightn-
ing and nerve - racking peals of thunder,
coupled with sudden and frequent
squalls, having the force to uproot
giant trees or shake any man- made
structure to its very foundation, caused
it appear as if the whole nature,
(unmindful of the creations of man or even
of God) was going to crumble into frag-
ments. So it was with an extreme feeling
of strange indefinable consternation that I
went to bed and fell into a deep sleep.

Whether it was due to the terrific
effects of the disturbed elements without
or due to the fact of my not being able to
dissociate myself from the romance of
sailing in a medieval type of vessel instead
of in a modern liner, or due to both, I felt
I was moving in a Schooner that rose and
fell buoyantly over a vast expanse of an
ocean, with all the sails bulging out in the
gentle breeze, looking like a full - breasted
swan against the clear blue margin of the
sky, when suddeniy the barometer fell and
in'a short while the sky bscame overcast
and a tremendous gale set in. It soon
developed into a tempest of such a great
ferocity that in spite of the strenuous efforts
of the Captain and his mates and the
entcire crew, all control of the vessel was
lost and she went and dashed againt a rock
and was split. What confusion then
followed I am at a loss to comprehend.
But soon the boat was lowered and we
left the ship with the captain inside his

" cabin,

Whither we were bound we knew not
for who could discern the sign of a land
nearby-even if any-insuch a gloom as this?
But being driven to extremity we had lost

the fear of death and what we still expect-
ed soon came to pass. The boat tumbled.
In one loud voice we all ‘plunged into the
sea to try our last chance of battling with
the surging waves. I soon missed sight
of my companions and I never saw
them any more. But to my great relief a
dirfting plank blocked my motion ‘and I
clambered over it. For many along hour,
the plank supported me and my joy
found no bounds when at last my feet
touched a shore. Let it be any land.
Enough I had been saved. Iwalked a few
paces up the sea - shore and my exhaustion
became so great that [ sank myself down
and got merged into that Elystan oblivion.
I knew not how long.

II

But when in my dream I next regain-
ed consciousness I was bewildered to
find myself closeted in a prison. Beside
myself, there was another black old man
in the cell. .He seemed never perturbed
at my being there. As my confusion grew
less I half said to myself, “What can be the
meaning of this?", At this the old man
asked me, "Are you not coming from
the other Island?".

" What Island?" I asked.

" The Black Island of Chess" was
the reply.

“ 1 know no such Island. What is :
the name of this place ?"

" The white Island of Chess".
" Wonderful Island this! But who
are you?". .

" 1 belong to the other Island" he
said, "and I serve my King, who is always

.
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at war with the king here, for they cannot
exist without that ",

" Always at war and they cannot
exist without that! "I repeated, * Why so?"
I asked.

“ Why so! ” he repeated in surprise

and after a pause he said, "there is no_

such question as 'why so ' here or in our
Island. We obsy our respective Kings
implicitly and we never ask them such
guestions and every one of us is prohibited
from contradicting the Kings' opinions".

“ But may [ know ", I humbly asked

. him "the cause for this perpetual war

between you two neighbourning King-
doms, who ought to exist in mutual friend-

ship for the benefit of both ?"".

" Qur colour is black ", he said, " and
the colour of the people of this Island is
white. So how can we exist in peace ?

Black is~b1ack and white is white
And ne'er the twain unite!”.
I asked him, ’;Why not ?",

He again repeated my question in
surprise and said that I must not ask such
questions, for they were against principles,

His every cool - headed answer sur-
prised me a great deal. What places
could be these? Two neighbouring Islands,
one containing black inhabitants and the
other white, governed by two Kings, who
were obeyed without questions, without
any uneasiness or murmuring!. - These
Kings to fight without pause because of
their difference in colour and no other
. cause!

" How came you here ?," 1 asked.

He said h= was the war minister of
his King and when he came to the White
Island of Chess to discover the forces of
his adversary, he was arrested and put in
prison. - At this the prison door opened
and a white man dressed in a soldier's
~ gdrb came in. He commanded me to go

o

Y

with him to the King's Court. So I left
the war minister to himself and went out.

ITI

While I was going with my escort, I
thought of the sea and my former com-
panions, I began to prefer even the
boisterous sea to this strange Island. I
could understand neither the mysterious
ways of the war minister nor the wonderful
people of this island, Though I asked the
minister many a question, he never cared
to ask me who I was. But stranger still
these Islanders! While I was sleeping
without even so much as taking any effort
to inquire into my identity, they had
removed me to a prison!

My conductor was such a singular
person that I had never seen the like of
him in my life. The sternness in his look
and behaviour can never be surpassed in
anyone. When I asked him whether he
knew the reason for my arrest or the
cause of my summoning before his. King,
he quickly turned round and commanded
me to mind my own business and keep
qguiet. This unexpected answer stunned
me a great deal. When I thought of my fu-
ture, I began to feel, I was doomed for ever.
A King to command and a whole island of
subjects to follow him with implicit faith,
not even caring to understand: that he
himself was a human being and was
capable of erring, which could not be
tolerated in great persons! But I was
temporarily relieved by the consciousness
that such things do happen everywhere
on earth and they are considered to be
inevitable.

I was conducted between two rows of
white soldiers, fully armed. Every one of
them wore a grave and determined face.
When [ entered the magnificent apartment
of the White King, I saw his Imperial
Majesty seated on an ivory throne on the
other end. Beside him sat his grand and
imposing minister. Though ‘they looked
well advanced in age, they had all the
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energy of youth. I trembled at the sight
of the mighty King and 'his tremendous
following. All of a sudden, in a solemn
sonorous voice that shook the whole
apartment, the King began, “Do not think,
your Black King can dupe me! Let him
beware that I am not a fool. You must be
a very clever man to have slept on our
beach to prove your innocence! Have
you discovered the strength of my force?".

I felt myself much stupefied. How
could I convince him of my identity? If
I were to tell him I knew nothing of the
Black Island of Chess—my colour being
black — he would never have believed me,
Or if I were to have told him that I did
belong to that Kingdom, I was only making
my position deliberately dangerous.

~ While I was thus debating within myself,

the King getting irritated persisted, "Have
you heard me?".

I could suppress my grief no longer.
So I burst into tears and said "I know
nothing of the Black Island of Chess, your
Majesty™.

When the King heard this, he gave
forth such a boisterous laugh and said
"B capital jokel. ... ... ... But then who
are you?".

I told him my whole history. He
heard me with rapt attention and felt
much pleased to know that there were
other lands on the Globe more spacious
than his Island and inhabited too. Shortly
afterwards due to his bengin attitude
towards me I took bold to move about
the island as a friend of His Majesty and
he promised to supply me with a ship to
go back to my country after his next
}é?;cﬂe with the King of the Black Island of

ess.

He then took me to a great precipice,
overlooking an extensive battle- field
checkered with white and black squares

and studded with elephants, horses,
chariots and soldiers in magnificent martial
array, all moving in a measured harmony*
of an adjusted and a well-understood style.
It was a disciplined fight of a very high
moral order and which must have cost
the two Kings millions of pounds. Men
and animals dying in the field seemed the

-natural order of things there with the sure

assurance of reaching God and getting an
eternal taste of heaven.

The King burst out into the most
hilarious laughter imaginable on survey-
ing the field and flashed out orders to the
different units of his army in high ecstasy
very often getting down and recklessly
plunging himself into the thick of the
fight, but his beaming face fell when the
battle finally ended in a stalemate and he
said to me that even a defeat he would
have received with better equanimity,
for, that would have given him a greater
spur to make preparations for the next
fight than such a sort of prosaic end,
which dulled the edge of enthusiasm for a

long time to come.

During my whole stay in the Island
taking lesson from my companion of the
cell, the foreign war minister, I never
asked the King the cause of this perpetual
war lest he' should be angry with me.
Afterwards in my wakefulness, when things
could be gauged in their truer perspec-
tive, I understood that the King soon
believed my identity because he knew
that a native of his island or that of the
Black Island of Chess would never under
any circumstance deny his birth- place.
But even to this day, I have not found it
possible to understand it to be unnatural,
not to be able to reconcile myself to the
reason of this never - ending craze for war
between the two neighbouring Kingdoms,
even though in a drean, for who can be
certain that a vision is not almost always

a true mental reflection of the actual ! , .




“A MISER " REFORMED”

By
P. S. Rajan

Everyone liked Ramu of our village.
He was ever ready to help anybody to
any extent, so far as such help did
not touch his purse, His name was
proverbial for two of his hateful weak
nesses his utter miserliness anad his fre-
guent absent mindedness. It was even
whispered that post cards written to
him were redirected back to the sender,
with his reply written (in red ink) in
between the lines!

Arriving at my village on leave from
Madras, [ came across Ramu. We had
not met for seversl years and as such
the meeting was a source ofjoy to both of
us. He was now a graduate, undergoing
the necessary period of apprentice-
ship as a teacher in the local high
school before he could get admitted
into the Teacher's College. While
conversing with - me, he made
several very uncomplimentary

. remarks about the High School. The

school being my ALMA-Mater, I resent-
ed the remarks. Had it come from
any other person I would have
answered him with a kick. But to kick
Ramu, in the first place, I realized,
would lose me the one and only friend
in the village. And secondly, I was
sure, in my case Ramu would not mind
the expense of buyirg me a cup of
coffee provided I managed to convince
him I have been really starving for a
couple of days.

- Finding time hanging heavy on my
hands, I one day visited my friend in

- -

his school. A crowd had gathered there.
In the centre of it was Ramu, garlanded
and made much of by a few prominent
villagers. Ramu was locking immensely
pleased with all that was taking place.
I gathered it was a party given to him
on the eve of his departure to Madras
fcr his training.

. On seeing me Ramu beckoned me
to his side.

“Hello, Bobby | Look at this waste.
Personally I would have been
happier had they presenied me with
a purse or something”, he re-
marked.

“But all the same you seem mighiy
pleased”. I answered.

“Of course,of course after all, it's
not my money."

As we stood thus talking, a gentle-
man approached Ramu. In a tone of
surprise, the new comer enquired of
my friend whether it was true ihat
he intended to travel 1st Class to
Madras. [ expected Ramu's usual
answer in the negative followed by a
curse for the waster who travels by the
upper class when almost all trains now-
a-days have III class carriages But this
time his answer stunned me. Ramu
asked whether they doubted it and
produced a 1st class ticket. That
indeed, was something of a pleas-
ant surprise to one and allof us. The
public had to reverse their opinion
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of him. They said Ramu after his gra-
duation had reformsd and changed
thoroughly.

But his absent-mindedness had taken
a worse turn. Even that very day it had
been exhibited in his forgetting the
name of the organizer of the tea party,
the paper on which he had jotted down
the points of his speech, the name of
the college he was going to join, and to
cap all, the name of the verv place he
was going to. And this last, he told me
would have really made him cut a very
miserable figure on the dais, had it not
been fcr the timely remark ota by-
stander that he preferred Madras snuff

to the Mangalore variety.

After the function we returned

together to my house. A telegram,

urging me to proceed immediately to
Madras had come there from my head
otfice. Reading it, I told Ramu, that
there would be no worry about his
absent-mindedness throughout the jour-
ney as I would be accompanying him up
to Madras. I gave this announcement
expectingan cutburst of uncontrollable
joy from him. Butinstead his face paled
and a frown showed up fora second. I
readily guessed the reason.

“You are thinking of the class you
are going to travel. Don't worry. I
have also decided to travel 1st. Don't

mind spending it for your company’.
I said.

A muffled ‘yes' was his reply.

“There will be a big crowd at the

to see you off, I believe"
Tsaid. -

“No.” he replied “I have arranged

to leave by an earlier train snd they
don't know it”.

“Atta Boy!” I exclaimed “can'tstand

the crowd, what? Same here. Your
idea is splendid and it just suits
me.”’

Another muffled 'yes'came to my
ears by way of reply. ‘Look here,
cast away that gloomy leck of yours.
I am with you and shall .see that
you remember every blessed thing.
No more of your absentminded-

ness’.

And &t the very first act of his
absent-mindedness I could not help him.
It happened at the Railway Staticn
when the Ticket Examiner had to
be shown the ticket. My friend was
searching frantically. Trunks were
opened, bags ransacked, the pockets of
his coats turned inside out. There
was no sign of the ticket. I was also
perturbed. Tothe suspicious Examiner
I explained my friend’'s forgetfulness.
I told him I could proeduce any number
of witnesses to prove that my frierd
possessed a ticket and that I myself had
seen it. The TXR grew a little sympa-
thetic and advised my friend to search
calmly.. Ramu, in the meanwhile,
exhausted and tired, had opened his
flask to revive himself with a cup of
coifee. He graciously invited both of us
to partake of the beverage with him
and we consented.

As the first cup was poured, out
dropped something thick and lo! It was
Ramu's ticket, now wet and stained. My
joy at the sight of it was immense. What
little suspicion the TXR entertained
vanished completely. Seizing the ticket
he punched it after wiping it with my
friend’s kerchief. And as he handed the’
ticket to my friend he said, .

.
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*Keep it safe with you, Sir, or you
had bstisr give it to your {friend's
kecping”’.

Ramu profusely thanked the good
tellow for his advice and we got intoa
comfortable compartment.

When the train began to move I
Teyiewed within myself what would have

been our fate had the ticket not been
found. [ grew so furious at the thought

_ that I decided to read my friend a sound

lecture.

“Look here, Kamu'’, Isaid, “This
absent mindedness will be the ruin
of you. Also there was no need
for you to purchase a first class
ticket How extravagant you have
grown!” “Extravagant, you call me?
I could get only a 1st class ticket to
Madras in my collection of old tickets.
And as for my absent-mindedness, I
knew well enough where I had the ticket
all the time. You see, cnawet and
stained ticket the date can never be

discerned”’, be smiled.

So that was -that!

- The traveller watched the old man going along by the side of the train and

ow and then tapping the wheels with a hammer.

“Why do you do that ?" asked the traveller.

“Got to be done," sazd the old man,

done it these forty-four years."
“Yes, but why is it done ?"

The old man scratched his head.

“and 1I'm the man for the job. I've

“Danged if I ever thought of that," he answered.

*
**

*
**

The omnibus was crowded. A Jew rose to surrender his seat to a lady.

' But before the lady could profit by his politenzss,

cap ﬂopped into the seat.
and anger.

for ?” he asked.

a youngman in a loud check

The Jew looked hard &t him, trying to show his disgust
The young man returned his look insolently.

“What are yuo glaring

“You look as if you wanted to eat ms.”

“Uniortunately,” said the Jew, “I am forbid‘den to eat you. I am a Jew.”




‘that little boat.

MAHMOOD

By

(P. S. Vijayam, Old Student)

Mahmood stood disconsolate on the
sea shore gazing at the scene of ruin before
him. He was drenched and soaked
through the skin, but hardly seemed to
notice the fact. A wild despair was in his
face, a strange dullness in his heart. He
stood brooding over the catastrophe that
had befaller him. A storm which had
rocked the coast overnight had carried
away his fishing boat. It was the prop of
his livelihood, for Mahmood was a fisher-
man. Many a storm had he braved with
He regarded it more as
a living thing than an inanimate object,
and would often talk to it about his hopes
and fears. And now, it was gone! Yes,
that was the end of everything, so for as
he was concerned.

Dusk was falling. It was a cold
evening in December. A group of Arabs
had gathered about the pier. Mahmood
saw them at a distance and inconsequently
admired their sturdy physique. How jo-
cund they appeared! They seemed to
have not a care in the world. Mischief
was in their eyes. A smile lit up their
dark faces. They began talking animated-
ly, but Mahmood paid no attention to it
Slowly, he retraced his steps not knowing
what to do. His brain was addled. Even
to think clearly was an effort. Was there
some other means of livelihood, he
wondered.

Suddenly there burst into the air the
piercing shrieks of a young lad. Mahmood
rose from his reverie and gazed in the
direction of the sound. Two of the Arabs
had detached themselves from their com-
panions. They were dragging by the hand
a young lad of eight or there abouts. The
Arabs looked fierce. The boy struggled
and howled, Mahmood turned his back

on the scene. Such sights were quite
common. Had he not seen many a boy
carried away by such ruffians? But then,
he never bothered to interfere, for it was
not his business. He brought his mind
back to the scene before him. He vaguely
remembered that the boy was wearing
gold bangles. He could guess what would
happen. The Arabs would prompily re-
move the gold, and in all probablity, do
away with the boy, if he proved trouble-
some. Suddenly, -a wild thought struck
him. Why should he not join these
people, and help them on with the kidnap-
ping? A fat lot indeed had he earned by
being so good and kind all his life! He
would do it.
least a square meal out of the adyventure
and perhaps a portion of the booty, may
be—who knows? For a moment however
a vision of the pathetic face of the boy
flitted acorss his mind, but he chased the
thought away. He reminded himself that
he did not care what happened to the boy.
He had enough worries of his own.

His mind made up, Mahmood

approached the Arabs. "Hey! Look here",

he said in Arabic, “what about letting me
on into this? We will give him a chocolate
or a piece of banana and I shall see that
he keeps quiet”, The offer was accepted
“whats your share in this?" they asked.
"A quarter of what you get"”. "And the

boy?" "That's not my concern". “That's -

right then". — And they began removing
the bangles. The brutal force with which
this was done made the boy howl with
pain. As they say, even in the hardest
of hearts there is a soft spot. And
Mahmood's was by no means, so hard.

This pitiful wailing of the boy was ‘too -

much for him. The milk of human kindness
in his heart surged up. =

A

He would be sure to get at
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A sudden change came over him.
What was he doing? Was he not aiding
and abatting a treacherous act? Helping
a foreigner to rob and probably murder
a child of his country ? “Stop!" he shouted
out to the Arab, "you shall not hurt him I
He ‘was fully aware of the strength
baneath those brawny arms of the Arab,
and knew fully well the strangs unity of
the Arab ftribs. If one of their clan
should bz hurt, all would join up to take
revengs. Yet this was India and Malabar.
People of his own class dwelt near by. If
there was unity among the Arabs there
was unity among Malayalis. The Arab
raised his hand, and like a lightning the
blow landed on Mahmood's cheek. That
settled it. “Abdullah," he shouted, “Rahman,
Andi, Itoop" and with all his force dealt a
stunning blow to the Arab who. held the
child. With the other hand he drew the
child away. In a minute the Arabs were
on him like blood-hounds. But he was in
luck.~His shout was heard and in no time
a crowd had gathered. There ensued a
f’_l{ee fight between the Moplahs and the

rabs.,

The Police duly arrived. In the
meanwhile, Mahmood tried to get away
with the child but was caught in the act
by the police and was promptly charged
with attempted abduction. He pleaded
not guilty and though he had not
seen the boy from Adam, in his fear, he
blurted out that he knew the boy and his
parents. Both Mahmood and the child
were taken into custody.

The boy took them to a very big
shop, which was his father's. This old
gentleman in his confusion, naturally mis-
took the rough looking Mahmood for
the culprit. He raved and threatened.
He would simply have murdered
Mahmood then and there but for the
timely intervention of his son. “Father:"

said the boy, “that is the one that saved
me!",

The much thankful father offered
money to Mhamood. Mahmood was about
to accspt the same, but suddenly with
drew his hands. The fact that he too had
besen a party to the abduction smote his
heart and he could not accept the gift. It
is true that he had changed his mind after-
wards. Even then what right had he to
accept the present? His conscience kept
on asking this guestion. So he left the
place, still the same pauper who had to

find some other means of earning his

livelihood.

Another day drawned. Mahmood
woke up from an uneasy slumber on the
pial of a tea-shop. His mind was made
up. The war was on. They were recruiting
stalwart young men. He would enlist
himsslf in the Navy. It is true he could
not read or write. But he was strong,
smart and intelligent. The recruiting
officer, he heard, was camping at Badagara.
He would have to leg it out of course but
that could not be helped. The sea had a
strange fascination for him. He could not
get away from its side. So he decided to
walk along the sea shore. He had gone
about six or seven miles. His eyes spotted
something, in the distance, What was that
dark-shaped thing at the foot of the light
house ? It may be an elephant, for aught
he knew, for there had been unpreceden-
ted floods in the neighbouring areas and
the Nilamboor forests were famous for
their elephants. He was consumed by
curiosity. He jumped into the waters and
swam towards the light house. He could
hardly bslieve his eyes! The elephant
lLke thing was his own fishing boat caught
between two jutting pieces of rock, none
the worse for its®nocturnal adventure!

"Bismillah !" he sighed.

é?;




HO'B'BTE S

By V. S. Ramaswamy, J. I.

A Hobby is an amusement. Ttis the
favourite pursuit of a man in his leisure
time, and not his chief business in life.
The exact word ‘“Hobby" came from a word
“‘Hobby-Horse”, which means a wooden
horse for children to play with.

Everyone in the world must have a
hobby. Hobbies are of various kinds. What
is a serious subject or main work to one
person would be another man’s hobby.
For example a professional photographer’s
hobby may be gardening or keeping pets
and a paid gardener may take photography

“as his hobby.

Some Hobbies take the form of collec-
ting some interesting things. Collecting
stamps, collecting labels of match-boxes are
examples. Stamp collecting is very popular
in other countries. Collecting stamps
is a source of knowledge. It teaches us
something of the history of a country.

Some stamps bear the pictures of ani-
mats -and trees or birds. So when we
collect these stamps we get an idea of the
animals, trees or birds of that country.
Match-Box pictures collectingis not very
popular throughout the world. But in
our country some take a keen interest in
it. Some men collect flowers and rare
books and curious articles. But collecting
rare books and curiosities is acostly Hobby,

Photography is an interesting and inst-
ructive hobby. Itis also an art. Photo-
Albums help us to procure various things,
personalities and natural scenes which we
have come across. But itis not easy to
arrange the pictures in a good order. If you
succeed in arranging pictures beautifully,
then certainly you must have some artistic
temperament. Photography develops our
power of observation.

Painting and wood-carving are two
other forms of amusement. These wneed
artistic gift.

The most attractive hobby for girls is
embroidery. They can embroider kerchiefs
table-cloths, and similar things in an
attractive way in various colours. Needle-
work is another hobby for girls. They
can make cushion covers and other things
in their leisure time.

Keeping pets is a common hobby of
the English and the French people. Pets
give pleasure as long as we treat them
kindly. They develop kindness and sympa-
thy in us. The cocker spaniel, and Dach-
shund, are good pet dogs for children, A
knowledge of 200 logy is got from the care
of animals. 2

Besides these there are more interes-
ting hobbies, such as games and gardening.
Games give us courage, presence of mind
and patience. Some games like cricket
give us training in organisation and disci-
pline. Games are of two kinds.--Out door
and Indoor games. The latter like chess
sharpen the intellect.

Gardening is a delightful hobby.
Many famous men like Dean Gooder, Hans
Acheson, State Secretary ¢f Truman, are
very fond of gardening. They have culti-
vated gardens with their own hands.
Beautiful gardens, attractive flowers and
fresh vegetables give a stisfaction to the
mind. Witha garden we can make a paradise
in our own home. In ancient days the
Emperor Akbar built the famous Shalimar
gardens in Kashmir. Gardening as ahobby
increases our aesthetic sense and we become
Nature lovers.
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PANTALAYINI

——

Broadcast talk by
Sri K. S. Krishna Iyer,
Principal, Zamorin's College, Calicut. on 23—7—1950.

Pantalayini, or as it is more correctly
called Pantalayini Kollam, to distinguish
it from South Kollam, now known as
Quilon, is in the Kurumbranad Taluk of
the Malabar District. It lies 16 miles to
the north of Calicut and about one mile
north of Quilandy where all the Govern.
ment Officss and a High School are
situated. The Railway Station of this

- placs is also now named Pantalayini, and

at one time this was a town of great
historical and commercial importancs
being the csntre of highly flourishing
trade. The population of this placs,
according to the 1941 census, is only
about 13 thousand of which nearly 8
thousand are Hindus and the rest Muslims.

The earlisst referencss made  to
Pantalayini by ancient writers and tra-
vellers are found in ths writings of Pliny,
the Roman historian of the First Century
A.D. He describss a route to Patale from
Arabia which could b= safely undsrtaken
with the aid of the West wind It is bs-
lieved by some that the Patale of Pliny is
Pantalayini, and as Pliny in the same
account spsaks of Misiris, which has been
identified, beyond doubt, with Cranganore,
it is probable though by no means cer.
tain that Patale is Pantalayini. Even
before Pliny's tims trade relations must
have existed bstween the West Coast of
India and Arabia and the countries of
eastern Europe and Egypt.

The Arabs appear to have taken over
this trade between the West Coast of
India and Europe after the decline and
fall of the Roman Empire, They must

have engaged in this trade even before

they embracad Islam. The famous travel-

ler Ibn Batuta whose real name was Abu
Abdulla Mahammad, had spent some

tim2 in Malabar in the 14th century and
had noted wtth satisfaction the prosperity
of his co-religionists on the Wast Coast.
Spsaking of South Kollam - Quilon - he
says" in this place is a large number of
Mohammadan merchants" He also spsaks
of the enormous wealth of some of the
Arab merchants at Calicut. Coming to
Fandaraina - his name for Pantalayini - he
found "the Mohammadans in possession
of three districts, in each of which was a
mosque with a judge and preacher'-
Marco Polo dsscribed Mount Dzli or Eli
Mala which is a little to the north of
Cannanore as a landmark, which is the
tirst thing sighted by sailors coming from
the West. Abdul Razac who visited

Malabar in 1442 on a mission which did

not succaed, also baars testimony to the

great prosparity of the Arab merchants.
of Malabar, who carried on thriving trade -
bstween Malabar and Arabia in small

coasting vessels which plied bstwesan

Kerala and Aden.  From Aden the pro-

ducts of Malabar were carried across the

Red Sea and transported to the countries.
of Europe until the discovery of the Caps

route to India in the 15th century..

How Pantalayini got that name is not
very clear. Legend has it that the earliest
traders who visited the place for buying
and selling carried on their transactions
under the extensive shade of the Ayini
trees which spread out their hospitable
branches like a pandal. A palace belong-
ing to the Zamorin which was at a short
distance from Pantalayini, along with the
site on which it stood, came to be known
as Kovil-kandy which became corrupted
into Koilandy. Another explanation of
the origin of the latter name is that the
cultivating peasants called the. Muslim
quarters of the Town Koil- kandy, Koil
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being the name by which the Muslims
were called by them. Many of the
merchants who carried on business at
Pantalayaini had. migrated there from
South Kollam in the 10th and the 11th
centuries. They were mostly Nayars and
they called their new settlement by the
same name - Kollam - and to distinguish it
irom their original home, they called it
Pantalayini Kollam. The Kollam era
which is still in vogue in Kerala has refer-
ance to South Kollam. The story of the
migration of the Nayars from South
Kollam to Pantalayini receives confirm-
aiion by the fact that the Trustees of the
two famous Hindu Temples here, Pishari
Kavu and Nageswaram, are reputed to be
members belonding to eight families who
had come from South Kollam for purposes

‘of trade and had settled down here,

They are also said to have brought their
Goddess Bhagavathy with them to
Pantalayini. A temple was built at
Pantalayini and the Goddess and Siva
were installed therein. There is close
resemblance in the rituals in the temples
at both Kollams. A beautiful story is
told about the building of this temple.
One of the original settlers wasa man of
exceptional abilities and he bore the name
of Chingan Nayar (Chingan is a corruption
of Simham meaning a lion).
have been a lion among men. He carried
on business, which was trading chiefly in
pepper, personally without employing
agents. On his return from one of his
successful voyages, his ship was caught
in a storm off Pantalayini He had to
jettison all his treasures to lighten the
vessel. Among hijs treasures was a grind-
stone made of solid gold, the gift of a
foreign king and queen who were pleased
with his great honesty. He cut the follow-
ing words on it and threw it in the sea —
“If fate wills it, come back to me-other.
wise; go-". His ship was wrecked, but
he escaped with his life and little besides.
After some months he happened to visit
the hut of a fisherman (Araya) near his
home, and when he was washing his feet,

He must

he put one foot on a stone and rubbing it
with his heel to remove the dirt, what was
his suprise to find the inscription he had
cut on the gold grinder, exposed
to view? The Araya had accidentally
fished out the stone from the sea and
thrown it in front of his hut fto

serve as a step ! Chingan Nayar redeemed

the precious grinder from the Araya
who was willing to part with it for
nothing as he had no " idea of its value.
But the merchant who was an honourable
man rewarded the fisherman with 365
pieces of silver. Chingan Nayar pros-
pered more than before, and inviting more
of his friends and relations from Quilon

started building a Temple to his beloved

Goddess Bhagavathy who, he believed,
had miraculously restored part of his
wealth to him. This was how the famous
Pishari Kavu is believed to have been
built in Pantalayini. He also dug the big
Tank in Kollam which is one of the three

famous Tanks in Malabar — the other two

being Chirakkal Chira aud Thiruvachira.
The sacred umbrella which is held over
the Deity when it is taken out in proces-
sion at the annual festival in the month of
Meenam is even now brought from the
house of the Araya who was made .the
custodian of itin grateful remembrance
of his ready surrender of the gold grind-
stone to Chingan Nayar. Another Nayar
family is said to have built about the same
time the Nageswaram Siva Temple.

Pantalayini had all the facilities requi-
red for a centre of flourishing trade. It
had a natural harbour. Ibn Batuta des-
cribes Pantalayini as “a beautiful and
large place abounding with gardens and
markets", Opposite to the Town on the
coast is a small bay with one of those
mud banks which are peculiar to the West

Coast. This afforded protection to ships +

even when the sea was stormy and unsafe.
The calm waters on the mud bank even.
when the sea was tempestuous nearby:

are believed 1o be due to the presgngéfég
oil in the mud which is squeezed oyt .Df
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- approach of any enemy by sea.

the earth into the sea by the terrific pres-
sure of the mountains in the hinterland.
Similar mud banks are found at Alleppy
and Narakkal, and they seem to shift
from place to place. Vascoda Gama is
believed to have anchored his ships on this
mud bank off Pantalayini after landing at
a place called Kappat, or Kappakadavu,
about two and a half miles to the south of
Kollam in August 1498. At that time
Pantalayini was the great emporium of
trade between Arabia and Malabar and
also a stronghold of the Arabs.

There is a hill in Pantalayini known a8
Mayyat Kunnu,-the hill of graves. There
are numerous old tombs here some with
ancient inscriptions on them. The hill
commands an extensive view of the se,
for miles and miles. At flow tide ships
and boats could approach right up to the
foot of the hill. There were bastions built
on this hill for purposes of defence and the
Tuins of steps cut in the rock leading up to
the top are still to be seen. There are
some natural cave formations about the
hill and they appear to have been used
as arsenals. Beacon fires used to be lit
on the top of the hill as signals at the
Even now
a pungent odour is reported to emanate
from these caves. According to the Taha-
fut-ul-Mirjahidin, one of the earliest
disciples of the Prophet, Malik Ibn Dinar,
built one of the nine original mosques on
Mayyat Hill and appointed one of his ten
sons as Kazi there. Close to the mosque,
in a natural hollow in a rock, there is an
impression of a human foot and this is,
according to an old legend, believed to be
the print of Adam’s foot as he landed in
India, his next stride taking him to Adam’s

- Peak in Ceylon. Malik Ibn Dinar’s mosque

was on the same model as the one at

Mecca. Its dome was covered with sheets
of copper and as it stood on a promontory
and was seen a long way off, Arab vessels
Passing to and fro always saluted it, and
Muslim mariners never omitted to offer
prayers when passing this mosque. In the
Hindu Temple at Pantalayini and in the
Jamat mosque, which was originally a Siva
Temple as is evident from certain features
of structure and equipments, there are
stone slabs with inscriptions dating back
to the 1oth and the 11th Centuries. There
isa legend current in these parts that
though Mayyat Kunnu has wild jungles
and shrubbery and though the surrounding
country abounds in cobras, no instance of
death by snake-bite ever occurs here-
This, according to folk-lore, was consequent
upon a miracle by which Malik Ibn Dinar
Testored to life a lady of high rank who
had died of snakebite and whose body had
been brought to this hill for burial. In
grateful remembrance of this supreme
service, this lady is said to have assigned
the Hill and adjacent lands as a gift to the
Muslims for building and endowing a
mosque. A carnivorous plant which grew
‘n profusion on this hill may perhaps be a
more rational explanation of the absence
of cases of snake bite in this area, as snakes
would naturally give it a wide berth by
instinct.

It is not necessary to discuss in the
context of this talk the truth of the story
that the last of the Perumals— Cheraman
Perumal — left for Mecca via Pantalayini
after embracing Islam in 824 A, D., the
year from which the Kollam era is believed
to have begun. It is not even certain that
he was the last of the Perumals and his
alleged conversion is a subject of contro-
versy. However the political result of
the end of the rule of the Perumals was
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the rise into power of the Zamorin. The
early Zamorins encouraged trade so that
Arab merchants settled down in their
dominions, and the trade of Calicut waxed
great. By the end of the 15th Century,
Payyanad, Kurumbranad, Vettathnad, and
Parappanad Rajas, the Payyormala Nayars
and other Chieftains in the wvicinity of
Calicut had become the feudatories of the
Zamorin. Travancore was beyond his
reach and the Kolathiries of North Malabar
appeared to have been strong enough to
resist aggression. The Zamorin, however,
waged frequent wars with the Raja of
Cochin, and in the sixteenth Century this
enmity between the two States became a
major factor in Malabar politics.

There is a story of how Pantalayini
came to be annexed to the dominion of
the Zamorin. The river Korapuzha was
the boundary between the dominions of
the Zamorin and the Kolathiri. Women
who crossed this river from the south into
the Kolathiri’s territory were declared
outcasts. One Kolathiri had a romance
with a princess of the Zamorin’s house, by
name Neelakesi. The Kolathiri gained
access to the Zamorin’s palace in the dis-
guise of a Nambudiri Brahmin, and eloped
with the Princess. As she had crossed the
Korapuzha she could not be taken back.

. However, the Kolathiri was compelled, by

military action by the Zamorin, to build a
palace for his wife at Neeleswaram and
endow her with lands befitting her status.
In this way Pantalayini had come under
the jurisdiction of the Zamorins before the
arrival of the Portugese.

The Portugese period covers about
165 years—from 1498 to 1663. The arrival
of the Portugese in Calicut in 1498 aroused
the bitterest jealously inthe Arabs who

fora long time enjoyed the monopoly of
the Red Sea and Persian Gulf trade, and

they immediately began to intrigue with
the authorities for the expulsion of the

Portugese from the West Coast. An
account of this conflict for supremacy
between the Arbs and the Portugese and
the political and commercial complications
and turmoil that ensued is beyond the
scope of this talk, except in so far as they
led to several attacks made by the Portu-
gese upon Pantalayiniin the 16th century
Soares defeated a Moorish fleet here in
1504. In 1525 Henery Menezes who suc-
ceeded Vascoda Gama landed in Pantala-
vini Kollam and destroyed the town, the
bazaar and the shipping. In 1550 the
Portugese again invaded the Town and
more than half the population was put to
the sword. The coming of the British and
and the wars and troubles that followed
gradually but inevitably diminished the
commercial importance of Pantalayini.
The total destruction of the Port bya
cyclone at the end of the 18th century, was
the final blow to the prosperity of the
Town which sunk into the status of a

glorified village rich only in Historical

associations, Temples, mosques and Tombs,
When Hyder Ali and later his son Tippu
invaded Malabar, Pantalayini was also
annexed by them. There is a touching
story of how when Tippu came to Pantala-
yini he suddenly developed an acute colic

pain which his Physicians were unable to ;
Stop. At night the Goddess Bhagavathy

is said to have appeared before him ina
dream and advised him to consult
Nambramoli Vaidyar. The Sultan did so
and obtained instant relief.

settled an endowment on the Bhagavathy

Temple for the daily firing of pop-gums in®
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As a mark of
his gratitude to the local Hippocratis,
Tippu conferred an Inam on him, and alse




honour of the Goddess. In 1792 Tippu
had to abandon Malabar and the Zamorin
agam came into power; but in 1793 Pantal-
ayini was ceded to the British.

In conclusion it may be observed that
as the Zamorin owed a large part of his
greatness and wealth to the Mohammadans
who enriched him and themselves by their
trade. he granted special privilegesto them,
and at all times most cordial relations
prevailed between them- This amity and
good-will among the Hindus and the
Mohammadans were in abundant evidence
at Pantalayini too. It is believed that
some of the most important Mohammadan
families in Pantalayini who still follow the
Marumakkathayam system of inheritance
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had originally been Hindusand had been
converted to Islam. If is reported that
there still prevails a curious but significant
custom according to which two of the most
important Muslim Tarwads in Pantalayini
(the Koottumath and the Thacharat) send
atoken present of a certain guantity of rice
and a sum of money to the Hindu family
of Komath on all ceremonial occasions and
this symbohc action of brotherliness and
good-will is reciprocated by the Komath
family.

May this peace and good-will be with
us all for ever.
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OURSELVES

By

(C. Remani - Senior Intermediate)

10th of June 1949. I was dozing in
my easychair after a heavy lunch, when
my brother came running and made the im-
portant announcement that the results
were to Dbe published that day in
the city. I managed to drag on the
torturing interval between fears of failure
and sweet dreams of a delightful College
course. It came atlast. I had passed.

Then the admission. “Why waste
a seat on a girl when so many boys want
admission ?”’ Such ‘remarks greeted me
when I stood outside the Principal’s room.
I did not bother about their meaning
then; but looking back I sometimes feel
troubled at what I had heard.

We, girls in mixed colleges, too often,
feel that we have come as unwanted
children passing two inglorious years here,
leaving with no regrets. We are grudgingly
allowed to pick up a few crumbs of learn-
ing, Itisa generousconcession! Are we
after all of such poor value in this world ?
Is our intellect worth only wasting ? What
I have read of history shows me that my
sisters down the ages have played an im-
portant role in the World. They have
helped in shaping the minds and bodies
of their younger brothers and their own
children. They have even helped the pro-
gress of the Nation. Miss Mayo might
havesaid half a dozen things about the
women of India. We might be birds in-
side cages or confined within kitchen
doors. But instances are not wanting
when, inspite of every obstacle we have
shown that we too are capable and level
headed. The unknown man who sang, ““The
hand that rocks the cradle rules the world,”
certainly understood the vital truth about
us, women.

The Great Slave King Iltumish pre-
ferred his daughter Rajiya to all his sons to
succeed him to the throne. And history
records that in the midst of a brilliant
administration she was doomed by the
jealousy of the nobles. Chand Bibi defend-
ed Ahmadnagar against mighty Akbar,
to whom even Rajput heroes had succumb-
ed. But for Nurjahan the Mughal Empire
would have had its fall when it started
growing. Sivaji the Great, the idol and
ideal of the Hindus, owed his everything in
life to his mother. But for her he would
not have been what he was, The Rani of
Jahnsi raised the banner of independance
against the British. Malabar hereself is
famous for her brave women of old—
Unniyarcha, Umayamma Rani, Rani
Gangadhar Lakshmi, and a number of
others not too well known to history
perhaps, but none the less admirable.

Look back to the days of the Puranas
and early history and you will realise that
things were better then. Bharathi, the
wife of Pandit Mandana Misra, was ac-
knowledged by Sri. Sankaracharya him-
self as the most learned person of his time,
and he appointed her as the Judge in his
philosophical debate with her husband.
Did not Subhadra drive the chariot for
Arjun? These are not mere figments of
imagination but facts known to be true.

“You may say that the historians have
painted a rosy picture of women because of
their chivalry. But what we see around
us here and now can certainly not be false.
Sri. Sarojini Naidu alone is sufficient vindi-
cation for the honour of our womanhood.
Sri Vajayalakshmi Pandit is now brilliant-
ly upholding India’s prestice in the
western world; Captain Lakshmi who ‘wore
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khaki and fought shoulder to shoulder

. with men against the greatest odds for the
cause of India's freedom is another flam-
ing example.

In spite of all these things the stigma
of weakness still clings to the fair sex.
* Butis not weakness a comparative term ?
I should think it is not strength of body
that counts in the modernage, but strength
of mind.

Nature hereself has shown the admir-
ation for women’s strength of mind by
entrusting them with the most onerous and
responsible task in her scheme - the reering
of children. What does not a man owe to
his mother ? Hismind, his soul, his being
itself. - And yet there are people to say

““why waste our resources in educating
mere women’? Waste, indeed! even
when our Puranas prove the fact, history

H—=

confirms it and current affairs carry con-
viction to doubting hearts that women are
in no way inferior to men.

if we do not shake off this insinuation
we shall be destined always to be kept
under heel, inside closed doors. A woman
will then be regarded either as a drudge or
as an ornament in a glass case. What we
should do to avert such a fate is to feel
ourselves that we are in no way less
important in the scheine of creation. As
“the mind can make a Hell of Heaven and
a Heaven of Hell”’, this attitude of mind
alone will be sufficient inspiration anda
guidance for us to achieve a better rank
in the world order.

It behoves society therefore to give us
our due place in life and help us to pre-
serve it. Failure to do this will only

cripple us and thereby cripple the whole of .

the human race,

“SpRING CLEARING”’

P. S. RAJAN.
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BERNARD SHAW THE ICONOCLAST

BERNARD SHAW

Bernard Shaw has rightly been hailed
as the Prophet of the Twentieth Century.
The age, remarkable for many great mei,
has produced none so characteristic of it,
who has so vividly coloured its whole
ideology. :

He is the ideal Iconoclast, who broke
down what most deserved to be broken-
rank conventions and superstitions that
have long been poisoning the world. Many
are the follies exposed by the searchlight
of his intellect — the crimes of capitalism,
the fraud of democracy, the futility of
marriage and the silliness of church

sponsored religion. Like Jesus purifying
the temple he has swept away delusions
from our minds and thus inspired the wish
tobuild a wiser orderon theruins of theold.

What then, did he believe in,and
what sort of a leader is the age following?
He certainly did not believe in religion’
though the Rev J. Davies, who adiumi-

| stered the last rites to him, affirms the

contrary. He vituperates the God of con-
vention ““more heartily than Shelley ever
did,”” calling him ‘“an Almighty Fiend
with a petty character and unlimited
power, spiteful, jealous and cruel.”” The
religious theory of creation he finds to be
nothing but nonsense, and he sets out to
invent a rival legend based on Darwin’s
theories in ‘‘Back to Methuselah”. He
even asks, “why not throw the Bible into
the dustbin, as the Soviet has done?” !
Against mere dogma he upholds the claims
of life and nature. Purposely to show the
effect of religion on a virgin mind unspoilt
by church influence, he creates his Black
Girl and makes her search for God. And
her naive conclusion that “God is Love™
cannot satisfy and she must “cultivate her
garden and bring up her picaninnies’ as

Voltaire advises, is Shaw’s own last word
on the subject.

It is, however, only the dogma that
he would consign to the dustbin. The high
aspiration and revolutionary fire of the
Bible, its wealth of poetry and drama and
legend, his artistic mind would treasure.

He chooses St. Joan as his heroine not
for her piety butin spite ofit. What he
would regard as silly in a modern girl,
her “voices,” he tolerates as merely the
delusions put in her by the mediaeval
church. .

1. Preface to “Back to Methuselah.”
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While rejecting the Christianity of the
churches he yields to the Christianity of
Christ. Without worshipping him as the
son of God he surrenders to his influence
declaring, in his caustic way, that it is
easier for a Muhammedan to follow christ’s
teaching than for a British person ham-
pered by the Church.

Funnily he claims the support of Jesus
for his views on marriage which, of all his
ideas, have most shocked society. Jesus,
he points out, was against tying up people
into families, as it would hinder their
following God. His ideal of the sexunionis
as a free and reasouable yielding to Nature
to serve her own purposes. The question,
which he often touches on, he fully thre-
shes out in “Getting Married.”” Here he
shows up the absurdities of the marriage
laws which force the innocent young to
take terrible risks and even warn off intel-
ligent women most capable of contributing
the finest children to the race, from taking
the fatal step at all. :

"The basis of the social structure itself.
the capitalist system, he attacks as a
supreme folly which has caused ‘‘the double
curse of poverty and riches” and has filled
the world with criminals. In “The Econo-
mic Basis of Socialism” and “The Intel-
ligent Woman’s Guide to Socialism and
Capitalism” he advocates the establishment
of the Socialist State.

Fraud wherever met with he exposes.
Thus the pretence of democracy, the false
heroics of war, the “humbug” of the
medical profession, the vanities of inocul-
ation and vivisection, are all dragged into
the light.

His flouting of religion and morals
and property rights, his slashing of society’s
pet conventions, at first repelled. But
from repulsion the public passed on to
agreement and even delighted admiration.
Even “Mrs. Warren’s Profession’, at first
banned, the actors being even prosecuted,

fully converted society to Shaw’s way of
thinking on a most vexed question. Indeed
over any question, few in this age, if only
they go deep into it, would disagree with
Shaw. For he took his stand firmly on
human nature and what he preached was
the gospel of common sense.

His personality is a compound of
contradictions. He has puzzled many, for
while being an extreme intellectual revolu-
tionary he lived a sanely moderate life,
repudiating extremes. A communist in
theory, he was yet a Fabian who loved
peace; an atheist and a free thinker, who
yet lived in stainless purity. An unsparing
satirist, he cruelly sneered at mankind.
But the sneer hid a heart of gold, which
finally made him their beloved patriarch.

Women, especially were first terribly
upset by all his jeering at marriage and
morals. His violation of taboos offended
their delicacy. When he deliberately set
out to betray and expose woman’s pursuit
of man, calling her a “boa constrictor who
gets her coils round man,” who, far from
being the persuasive wooer, is nothing but
the marked-down prey,”! the sting
hurt. But he continued laughingly to tear
off their disguises and gradually they
discovered that the Iconoclast was wielding
theflaming sword for them. He showed them
that the conventions which they had belie-
ved guarded their rights were only hampe-
ring prisons. He took the woman’s part in
everything, even about Mrs. Warren’s
profession —for woman’s cause is, according
to him, always nature’s. Truly women
never had a champion so gentle.

Shaw’s cynicism is merely superficial.
Bebind it gleams his bright faith in
humanity. His picture of 3000 A. D.,
fantastic as itis, reflects his hope that
“after passing a million goals man will
press on to the goal of redemption trom
flesh.........to the whirlpool of pure
intelligence”?. We may not live for 300

1, “Man and Superman’’

% 2. “Back to Methuselah’
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years to achieve perfection, as he wishes;
yet it is possible to pass on the torch of
this intellectual ideal till a better world
evolves. :

The first step for it Shaw takes by
clearing off the cobwebs. In his crusade
against Nonsense his favourite tactics was
shocking the public. The sensation caused
by ““Mrs. Warren’s Profession’ in “startling
the critics and sending the press into
hysterics of moral panic” afforded him
the purest amusement. It was not only
the permeating philosophy of the plays-
even the paradoxes and epigrams of the
characters shocked. But it wasa shock
that spread the contagion of a laugh. Who
can resist such remarks as ‘‘Nonsense;
there is no man in England who really and
truly loves his wife as much as he loves
his pipe”; “I despise all this domestic
purity business as the lowest depth of selfish
wife-grabbing vulgarity” *; ‘A constitu-
tional king is nothing but an India Rubber
stamp” **; etc? When King Magnus says
he is unfit to be a constitutional king, not
having the necessary gift for self-efface-
ment, and will abdicate in favour of Robert
who will make “an admirable constitu-
tional monarch’, some one puts in a word
for Robert: “Oh, come Sir; Don’t be hard
on the lad, he has plenty of brains”’, And
after all it turns out that Robert is so fit
for kingship just because he will do nothing,
knowing full well that *“what Government
does matters not a rap’’, as the country is
really governed by Breakages, Ltd !™**

Such sparkling instances of unmixed
wit may be picked up by hundreds from
any play. Indeed Shaw is the master of
pure comedy. For. if comedy is the ridi-
culous juxta-position of incongruities, Show
achieves it as no other has done. The
humour of Shakespeare, softened as it is
by poetry and graciousness, cannot com-
pare with the sharp-edged brilliance of
Shaw’s. Imagine the comic scene when

the bride, in the midst of the wedding
toilet, receives a pamphlet entitled “DO
YOU KNOW WHAT YOU ARE GOING
TO DO? By A Woman Who Has Done
it”’, and announces to the waiting guests
that she will not stir a step to the Church
until she knows what she will be called
upon to do if the bridegroom murders
some body? —and how the children are to
be divided in the event of divorce?! King
Magnus cowing down his Prime Minister
by threatening to abdicate and stand for
election as an ordinary member;? the
“guttersnipe’’ girl, whose clothes must be -
burnt while she is to sit ‘““wrapped up in
brown paper’’, being raised into a duchess?;
the Microbe whimpering that the patient
has given him Cholera;* the Doctor finding
that he has only committed “a disintere-
sted murder” when the wife of the patient
he has sent to death marries another;® the
Villain convicted of breaking every law
of society defiantly taking his stand as the
“disciple of Bernard Shaw,” to the utter
disgust of all the Doctors;® these and
many scenes too numerous to mention are
among the highlights of universal comedy.

Take for instance, last
mentioned: —

“Louis: You do not understand, You imagine
that I am simply an ordinary criminal.

Walpole: Oh no, not an ordinary one...... Do
yourself justice.

the one

Louis: Well, you are on the wrong track
altogether......... All your moralisings have no value
for me. I don’t believe in morality. I’'m a disciple
of Bernard Shaw.

Sir Patrick: Eh ?
B. B : That's enough. I wish to hearno more’,

Shaw is criticised for using literature
merely to propagate his views. But he
did it deliberately, scorning the cant ‘“‘art
for art’s sake”. Indeed the Prefaces which
embody his views in the abstract he consi-
dered more important than the plays,
though the plays served to spread the

» ¢ Getting Married *» 1, “Getting Married” 4. “Too True to be good”
##  «The Apple Cart” 2. “The Apple Cart” 5. “The Doctor’s Dilemma”
##k  ««The Apple Cart ™ 3., *‘Pygmalion ” 6. ~ Do.
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views. According to him the problem
play alone makes true drama, for it alone
presents the conflict between man and his
environment. So he presented problems
and his views on them, addressing himself
frankly to the intellect. The success of

“ his plays on the Twentieth Century intelli-

gentsia fully proves the wisdom of his
method. :

There is less justification for the
criticism that Shaw is no craftsman. He
does not adopt the Shakespearian mode of
architecture; but one has only to recall the

comic entanglements of his plays, all cle-

verly leading to the intellectual conclusion
he drives at, to appreciate their marvellous
art. Till the logical denouement there is
not a moment of dullness. “Back to
Methuselah’” with its fantastic scenes
appeals specially to the dramatic imagin-
ation. In “Getting Married”” how cleverly
the craftsman brings together the various
types affected by the problem.the bridal
coruple, the divorced couple, the conven-
tionally married couple, the old maid, etc;
and through their mnatural behaviour
expounds his ideas! “The Six of Calais” is
a perfect specimen of the rollicking burle-
sque. To those whose idea of royal dignity
is shocked by Edward III ‘“‘alternately
raging and cursing” and laughing and

. hods.

crying on his wife’s lap when he can’t get
his own way, he only replies that his aim
as dramatist is to present the truth about
the mediaeval soldier and to provide an
exhibition for the art of acting, unlike
“dead-as- mutton British drama’’ |

And then, what perfect language! So
compact and terse, that not a word can be
cut. He seems to have condensed the
language and extracted the pungent
essence. Vitality bursts from the lines.
It is in the stage directions that he takes
his ease and stops to elaborate; but in the
dialogues the characters have to speak in
epigrams. For the dramatic crafteman
knows that the audience have no patience
with rhetoric and poetry. It is in short
the perfection of the journalistic style
which was his ideal.

The novice at play writing cannot do
better than study Shaw’s dramatic met-
To imitate his lightning brilliance
is impossible; but one can grasp the
structural secret. His plays are an eternal
intellectual feast at which one can always
replenish oneself in spite of critics and
which will hold the stage longer, perhaps,
than Shakespeare’s.

SHREE DEvi KURUP.
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A SUNSET

“Sunset is a glorious thing

Which comes alike to all.”

It was on a fine summer evening
that I felt the full truth of these lines
deep in my heart It was the most
beautiful sunset I have ever seen and
I stood and gazed in breathless wonder
atits bewitching beauty.

The fiery orb was just sinking below
the rim of the western horizon. An air
of peace and tranquility reigned around
and evary thing was still save for the
faint cry of the birds a -calling on their
way home to their nests. The sky was
tinted with the loveliest hues of gold,
pink and deep-red carelessly left behind
by the vanishing King of Day. On the
waters of a lake near by he had cast
lovely shafis of gold as he bade fare-
well to this side of the globe. The
little shimmering waves looked like
golden plates iloating and dancing
about in glee on the vast expanse of
the water. Far away a few hills rose
into the dim purple of the distance.
Over them masses of clouds in all
shapes and colours floated and swam.
Some were tinged with faint pink and
orange lent by the departing sun.
Close by stood a shepherd watching

-

his sheep slake their thirst at the cool
refreshing waters of the lake — their
fleecy forms, like the clouds above,
reflected in that most beautiful mirroiL
of nature. Trees crowned with red
flowers continued the feast of colours
begun in the sky among lovely crimson
rays of the setting sun. :

The schadows crept on growing
longer and darker as night approached.
Already some solitary scintillating stars
studded the heavens, while many others
brushed the sky like diamond dust. Up
sbove rose the sickle-shaped moon
bathing the world and us in its loving
light, It was a joy to _watch the milky
rays dancing among the crimson ilower-
laden trees. But my reverie was
suddenly broken by the bark of the =
sheep-dog escorting some frisky little
lambkins back to their fold.

1 then realised that is was past sun-
down, and so I retraced my foot steps
home wards, with that beautiful sunset
scene vividly painted by God’s own
hand in my heart.

P. MavLATHI DEVI,
Junior Intermediate.

«K1p - NAPPING”’

—P,.S.RAJAN., - &
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THE SENIOR DEBATING SOCIETY

The election of Office Bearers to the
Senior Debating Society for the year
1980 - 51 was conducted on 31-7-1950
in the Guruvayurappan Hall. The fol.

| _lowing were declared duly elected.

Student President—T. Khalid
Dy. President—Miss C. Remani
Secretary— M. K. Kumaran

The Inaugural Address of the Asso.
ciation was delivered on 13—8—-1950
by Mr. Anthony Lobo, District and
Sessions Judge, South Malabar., The
Principal presided, and Mr. S. K. Sabha-
‘pathy, Ex. officio Vice-President, pro-
posed a vote of thanks.

The first ordinary meeting came off
on the 17th of August with Mr. T. Khalid
in the chair. Mr. P. Gopalan spoke on
the subjsct “Education through the
mother tongue" in Malayalam. Several
membesrs also spoke, some supporting
and a few opposing the proposition.

A Special Meeting was held on the
'12th of October 1950 when the Hon,
Mr. Justice P. Govinda Menon, High
Court Judge, Madras, spoke at length

on the objects of College Parliaments .

and the right method of conducting
them. The Student President was in the
chair. The Secretary proposed a vote
of thanks. The Junior Studenis also
attended the meeting by special in-
vitation,

A Joint session of the Senior and
Junior parliaments was conducted on
the 27th of October to celebrate the
U.N.-O:Day:=:Mr: K. V; Krishng Iyer,
M. A.,L. T, addressed the house on the
aims and objects of the U.N. O. A few
students also spoke.

A condolence resolution on the
death of George Bernard Shaw was
passed at a8 meeting of the Society on

—11—1980. The Dy. President was in
tke chair. Later on, Mr. P. C. Sankaran
Nambudiri spoke on “Sahitya and
Sadachara’ in Malayalam. Several me.
mbers also expressed their views on the
subject. L

On the whole, our achievements
for the first two terms have not been
bad and we hope to have several lively
meetings in the last term.

M. K. KUMARAN,

(Secretary)

_—

*‘Before I raise your salary,”” said the stern mployer, ‘I must have at least
two very good reasons.” ““Twins,” snapped the clerk.
Y8 PP

#**

“I’ll never never ask another girl to marry me as long as I live,”’
““What! Refused again?”

unhappy fellow,
accepted, you fool !’

groaned the

asked his sympaihetic friend. “No,
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THE JUNIOR PARLIAMENT

A meeting of the students of the
Junior Intermediate class was held in
the Guruvayurappan Hall on the 26th of
October to elect Office Bearers for the
Parliament for the year 1950-51. The
following were declared duly elected.

P. V. Gopalakrishnan Unni—
Speaker

Miss C. K. Elizabeth—Dy. Spesaker
Kumaran Vellody —Clerk of the

House.

The Principal inaugurated the
parliament on 11-11-50. On 13-11-50.
V. Ramunni Menon of the Damocratic
Party was chosen as Leader of the House
and asked to form a ministry. M. P.
Gopinathan was elected Leader of the
opposition by the Republicans. Mr.
Ravunni Menon announced his cabinet

to be composed of the following, on
30-11-50,

Ravunni Menon—Premier R
Harilal Vallabh Das—Minister e
M. P, Sshadevan— Do.

K Muralidharan— Do.

John Robin— Do.

The Ministers were sworn in the
same day, by the Principal, who is
the Ex-officio President of the Associ-
ation.

At question time, the Principal
answered a number of lively questions
that had been tabled and wound up the
proceedings with a speech on the
various aspscts of Parliamentary pro-
cedure.

The House expects to go into active
session next term.

KUMARAN VELLODY
(Clerk of the House)

“BrLACK MAILING”

—P, S. RAJAN.



COLLEGE SPORTS AND GAMES

i “Once again the athletic activities

| _-cf the College started with the arrival

—of a large numbsr of enthusiastic and
promising youngsters who were bent
upon making bold bids for distinction
in the sports world. Owing to the
unfavourable weather conditions they
had to restrain themselves for a while,
but when once the monsoon was over,
their spirits were again revived and the
whole College began to buzz with
activity.

E The Captains for various games

- are: Foot ball—K. S :bramanian. Volley
ball: P. Balagopalan. Hockey —
M. Chakrapani. Cricket: Harilal Valla-

bhadas. Basket ball—K. Venugopala
Menon. Badminton: K. Aravindaksha
Menon, Tennis— Walson Sukumaran.

_ Foot ball began with a series of
practice matches with several other
Institutions and local clubs in which cur
boys shone as a team to be reckoned
with. The Young Challengers Club of
Cslicut with a long standing reputation
of being the Stalwaris of Football in the
weast coast were held to a draw by our
Team, much to the surprise of every one.
Subramanian and Karunakaran were
exceptionally successtul this year.

In Hockey too, in spite of the lack
of sufficient playing space, we have set

a fairly good standard this year. In this
season sbout fifteen maiches have been
played. Thanks to Chakrapani, our
painstaking captain,_our players have
come out with flying colours in all the
matches. Win or lose, play the game,
is our motto.

Basket Ball is becoming more and
more popular with many freshers
flocking around. K. Venugopalan the
skipper, with great enthusiasm and
spirit. C. V. Vijayakrishnan and
P. Sivadas Menon have been playing a
real game all along and if they maintain
their progress they have a bright future
in the game.

In Volley Ball and Badminton too
our boys show real enthusiagsm and we
wish them also a good future.

In spife of its high cost, Tennis is
still attracting more and more members,

As in other parts of the country
cricket is at present the centre of
attraction in our college too.

Our Annual Sports day'is to be
held during the third week of January
and our athletes are taking to serious
training. The Hostel day cames and
sports were conducted ona grand scale.
There was keen and healthy competi-
tion. P.Balagopalan and V. Krishnan
shared the championship honours.

K. K. C. NAMBIAR,
For Physical Dairector.

“Is there a criminal lawyer in this town?

asked the stranger,” ‘‘Yes., but

T’ve been here fifty years,” answered the policeman. “‘and we haven’t proved it yet.”

*

w*

Ao Sk
*

***

__ “We will make you feel quite at home,” said the obsequious hotel manager to
his distinguished visitor. The visitor—(oh, yes, he was married)—packed, and left

within the hour.
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EXCHANGE

We have pleasure in acknowledging
with thanks the receipt of the following
Magazines :(—

1. Barrovian, Isle of Man.
2. The National College Magazine,
Thiruchirapalli.
3. Government College Miscellany,
: Mangalore,
4. Pudukotai LCollege Magazine.

5. Hindu Theological High School
Magazine, Madras.

6. Malabar Christian College

; Magazine, Calicut.

7. The Ceded Districts College
Magazine, Guntur-

8. The Pre51dency College, Magazine
Madras.

9. Ramakrishna Home and School

Magazine, Madras. *

10. The American College Magazine

Madura.
11. The Theosophical College Magazine

Madanapalle.

12. The St. John’s College Magazine
Palamcottah,
13. Th2 Pachaivappa’s College Magazine
Madras.

I4. The Maharaja’s College Magazine,
Ernakulam,
15. The Findlay High School, Magazine,
Mannargudi.

16. Ths St. Aloysius College, Magazine,

Mangalore.

17. The Madras Law College Magazine.
18. The Madras Christian College
Magazine.

19. The Government Brennen College

Magazine, Tellicherry.

26.
27.

28,
29.

30.
31.

33.
34.
35.

37
38.

30.
40.

41.
42,

43

Taraporevala’s Indian Literary
Review.
The Government Victeria College
Magazine.

The St. Thomds College Magazine,
Trichur.

Annamalai Nagar Miscellany,

»

Chidambaram,

The Voorhee’s College Magazine,

Vellore.

The St. Joseph’s College Magazine,

Thlruchlraoalh. o

The Loyola College Magazine,
Madras.

Union Christian (ollege Magazine,

Alwaye.

Kumbakonam College Magazine.

St. Teresa’s College and High School

Magazine, Ernakulam.
Law College Magazine, Trivandrum.

The Old College Magazine,
Trivandrum.

The Andhra Christian College
Magazine.

Mc. Millan Educational Bulletin.

Hindu College Magazine, Guntur.

St. Berchman’s College Magazine

Kottayam College Magazine.

The Government Muhammadan

Coilege Magazine.

The Elphinstonian, Bombay.
St, Albert’s College Magazine.
Arthur hope College of Technology

Magazine.

Sri Kerala Varma College Magazine,
Vidya Sagar College Magazine.
Collegian, Nagpur,
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- Young messenger of India, Bombay,

Business: Week, Madras. 50.
College Student, Bihar, 60.
Amrithavani, Bangalore.

The Collegian, Deccan,
moanlemyoain0ong, Tri d 63.
A ¢ Irivandrum,

avlegomnlaoavle, Nilambur, 64.
asoquoavaoo®l, Calicut,
G080, Calicut.
Wmnoeedahe, Trivandrum,

101800, Chittur, Cochin. &7
Britain Today, London. 68.
Coconut Committes 09.

. Bulletin, Ernakulam,
VBOQRIDMo HAHAID

Philips Technical Review, Holland.

Work and Wealth, Calcutta.
Institute of Science, Gymkhana,

Pangalore.

Indian Documentary, Bombay.

Banking and Industry, Kumbakonam,

Agricultural Situation in India.
Hindus Senthi Kumara Nadar

College Mag., Virudhunagar.

Ethiraj College for Women, Madras.
Met Kem South Madras Agencies

Ltd., Tiruchi.

Our life Lines, Madras®
Planters Chronicle, Coonoor.
Journal of Commerce and Statistics.

Bombay.
Salem College Miscellaney.
The Kerala Poly Technic
Annual, Kozhikode,
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—Photo By V. M. Vasudevan

Jungle Elephant

—Photo By V. M. Vasudevan
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