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H. E. THE GOVERNOR OF MADRAS,

who inaugurated the Founder’s Day.
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THE FOUNDER'S DAY CELEBRATIONS

The Founder’s Day of the Zamorin’s
College was inaugurated on the 10th of
Uctober this year by His Excellency the
Miaharajah of Bhavnagar, Governor of
Madras. The Hon. Mr. K. Madhava
Meznon, Minister for Law and Education
presided and the Hon. Mr, Justice
P. Govinda Menon, Judge of the High
Court of Judicature, Madras, delivered
the Commsamoration Address. We are
deeply grateful to them all for their
graciousness in accepting our invitation.

A unigue and memorable feature of
the occasion was the presence of His
Highness the Zamorin Rajah himself in
‘the College and we are grateful to
him for his kindness in agreeing to
associate laémself with the function.

The long awaited and eagerly
expected 10th of October dawned
brignt and gay. The otherwise sombre
and rather serious atmosphere of the
College underwent a thorough change.
The whole place had put on a festive
appearance. Imposing arches adorned
the gates of the College, Festoons and
tlags were evident all along the drive
and at the entrance to the great Hall,

At sun-get the Whole place was
brilliantly lighted up.  The ‘Hall
itself looked like Aladdin’s palace. The

decoraticns were in ’che. hands of the
well-known artist of Malabar, Sri C. P.:
Raman Nair, our former drawing master. .

He and his able assistants were able to
transform the place overnight into a
veritable heaven on earth!

Bright and joyous faces ‘jostled

alon
eatly hour, looking very self-important
and busy. The boys had discarded
their books, the girls their shyness

the narrow verandhas from an’

and the masters their sericusness.
The teachers and the taught
mixed freely with one another and all
artificial distinctions between persons

and persons were forgotten for the
. time being.

The day's programme was

scheduled to ‘commence exactly at 6 .

p. m. but students and guests began
The

pouring in several hours earlier.
College Volunteer Corps and the mem
bers of
anxious time of it seating the guests. It
was well nigh impossible to keep seats
reserved for distinguished visitors
unoccupied for any length of time.

It was an arduous and very delicate
task, for feelings were bound to get
uffled at the first false note, but it

was managed with great tact and good
humour by all concerned.

H. H. the Zamorin Rajah arrived
a little before six and was cordially
received at the entrance to the hall by
the Principal and Members of the Beard
of Management. He was then conducted
to his seat on the dais, all the guests
and students dutifully standing and was
profusely ogarlanded. His Highness

locked cheertful and happy and was

evidently pleased with all that he saw.

Soon after, the Hon. Minister, Mr. K.
Madhava Menon and Mr. Justice P.
Govinda Menon,

gate. Mr.
Nambudiripad garlanded the Minister
and Mr. N. G‘rovmdan Nair, the Judce.

H. E. the Governor himself arrived
at 6-5 p. m. and was received in the
portico by the President and Members.
After. .

of the Board of Management.
introductions were over, H. E. inspected
a Guard of Honour provided by the Boy

of

the staft had a busy and

both of them
distinguished ‘old boys’ of the College,”
-+ arrived and were duly received at the
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Scouts of the College. He was then
conducted to the decorated platform
and was garlanded amid resounding
cheers by Principal Krishna Iyer.

The day’s programme opened
appropriately with ‘a prayer song in
Hindi by three sweet-voiced girl
students of the College. This was
followed by a recital of a few verses in
Sangkrit, composed by Sri D. Rama
Variar for the occasion, offering a
a welcome to His Excellency, the
- Governor.

The President of the Board of Mana-

. gement, Rao Bahadur K. P. Krishnan Nair,
 in a short speech welcomed His Excel-

:'?fx'j lency on behalf of the Zamorin Rajah.
" H.E. Ths Governor then delivered

~ his speech in a rich manly voice which

resounded through the Ilength and
breadth of the Hall. :

H. E. the Governor’s Speech
Mr. Chairman and my friends,

I consider it a privilege to have
been invited to this function today, for
the fams of this institution is not only
known in the state of Madras but also
throughout this country. We are met
here today to do honour to the founder
of this college, Sir Manavikrama Raja,
of Calicut, who started this institution
in 1877. I have bzen reading an account
of his life, but to an audience in this
town it would be needless for me to
repzat his many accomplishments and
his achievements. This college was
founded by him in 1877 as a school and
has rapidly progressed since then to
its present status as one of the premier
institutions on the west coast. It num-
bers amoéong its old students some of
the prominent men not only on the west
coast, but throughout India. It is by
-quality and not so much by quantity
. that we judge such institutions. One of
the most common boasts of our country,
I think, is that we have a population of

nearly 350 millions; nor is.this boast
contined to the country generally. It is
quite common to hear such and such a
person declaring that 10 or 15 or 20
millions of people, as the case may be,
will not allow this or that to be done, or,
are insistent on such a demand being
met. This method of assessing our
wealth by the counting of numbers,
appears to me, to be entirely wrong. It
is not these millions or crores alone who
give the country its importance. Our
standing in the world is not judged by
these millions but by the character and
integrity of its people, and above all,
of its leaders. We are judged by the
number of such men and women who
can give a correct lead to the rest of
their fellow-citizens. We have to accom.
plish many things in this country and if.
we are to do it successfully we need not
merely the material wealth which we
can command, but what is more impor-
tant, a proper lead given to our people
by its natural leaders. By its natural
leaders, I mean those who have had the
good fortune of passing throuch a
college like this. For institutions of this
nature not merely provide the necessary
amount of knowledge and learning in
the sciences and the arts which help to
earn our living hereafter. Institutions
of this kind stand for progress and for
the search for truth. They serve to
develop our character and self.discipline
and above all to instil in us that spirit of
humanity and sympathy to our fellow-
men which is the hallmark of educated
men. Thisis the tribute which I would
like to pay to the founder of this college.
For as long ago as 1877, when our coun.
try was still under foreign domination,
he realised the need for education on
these lines for our younger generation.
He realised the need for such enlighten.
ed and liberal education if our country

was {inally to attain its proper statuc.—

The west coast of Madras state and
especially this area has long enjoy@
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The Hon. Mr. K. Madhava Menon,

who presided over the Founder’s
Day Celebrations.
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rare reputation for its high standard of
education and the enterprise of its resi-
dents and if this region has enjoyed this
reputation it is due, in a great measure,
to our early pioneers in the field of
education like Sir Manavikrama Raja.
It is a fashion sometimes to decry the
cfforts made by these early leaders,
particularly because they had to work
within the limits of their times and the
circumstances of that age.
the work done by the founder of this
institution should be a sufficient answer
to such critics.

The results achieved by that work
in this college should be sufficient to
move such critics to admiraticn and
praise.

[ join with you all in paying this

tribute to him and in wishing this

college many more years of service to
the youth of this country. -
- rJar-HiNDe

H. E. was loudly cheered at the:

conclusion of his speech.

The next item was a Music Recital,
vocal and instrumentasl, by some of the
past and present students of the
College, at the end of which, the Prin-
cipal proposed a wvote of thanks to
H.E. and to the Zamorin Rajah. The
time was now about 6-50 and H. E. and
party left the Hall. Soon after, H. H.
the Zamorin Rajah also left and the
Hon. Mr. K. Madhava Menon commenced
his introductory speech in Malayalam.

The Hon, Mr. K. Madhava Menon’s
Speech.

The Minister paid a tribute to H. H.

Sir Manavikrama Rajsh, the Zamorin
who founded this College in 1877 and
said that it was the duty of this gener-
=t to cee that the College was raised
¢ to the First Grade, sothat it may benefit
succeeding generations. He asked those

present to take a vow that they would
w-\

The life and"

.-ing the hope that they would rise equal

“recited some verses in Sanskrit snd
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do their utmost in helping this cause
While stressing the immediate necessity
for raising this second grade College to
the first grade, the Minister regretted
that Government could not do much in
this direction as there were already iwo
first grade Colleges in Malebar—one |
at Palghat and the other at Tellicherry.
In the adjacent districts of Coimkatcre =
and South Canara there were {wo
Government first grade Colleges. At
the same time, there were districts like
Bellary where there were no Colleges
at all. It would not therefore be fair on
the part of the Government to endow
more Colleges where there were already
several while doing nothing tor such
backward districis like Bellsry. The
Minister pointed out that it was for the
people of the locality themselves io 8
take the initiative in this matter and he
closed his introductory sreech express-

to ‘the task. . ;
Two students of the College then

Malayalam in honour of the Founder, =
composed by Messrs D. Rama Variar
and V. T. Vasudeva Panikker.
Mr. Madhava Menon then called upon
the Commemoration speaker, The Hon.
Mr. Justice P. Govinda Menon, to deliver
his address. ' '

Mr. Govinda Menon's speech. =
which lasted for nearly 45 minutes, was
followed by another item of music by
some of the former lady students of the
College. At theend of this, Mr. Madhava
Menon made his concluding remarks.

time, pointed out that unless
Zamorin’s College was immediately
raised in siatus, there was the danger
of its becoming a ‘High School’ as per
the recommendaticn of the Univgrsily
Commission recently aprointed by the
Central Government. This bedy, -he
told the aidience, had recommended
that existing Second Grade Colleges
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imparting instruction only up to the
Intermediate standard should be clagsi-
fied as ‘High Schools’ and only colleges
having B. A. and higher classes should
be graded as ‘Colleges’. He revealed
that the Central Advisory Board of
Education at its last meeting which the
Minister himszlf attended, had decided
to accept this recommendation of the
Commission. Hence the time at their
disposal, the minister urged, was very
short indeed and they should bestir
themselves in the matter of raising the
_ status of the College without delay.

The Minister recalled with pleasure
the days which he himself had spent in
the Zamorin’s College and exhorted the
present students to make themselves
worthy of the great traditions and pres-
~ tigs which the College has steadily built
up all these years. In conclusion he
said “We, the old boys of the College,
have a pride in our institution and that
pride you must also develop and always
be able to say wherever you go ‘I was
formed in the Zamorin's College.
Zamorin's College made me’.”

Sri P. Govinda Menon, Member of
the Board of Management, proposed a
hearty vote of thanks to the President of
the evening, to the Commemoration
Speaker and to the guests who were
present. He read Messages of good
wishes which had been received from
eminent persons—all friends and well-
wishers of the College. Amid resounding
cheers, Mr. Govinda Menon anncunced
the receipt of a munificent donation of
£ 500 to the College Fund from Messrs.
Pierce Leslie & Co.

The next item was a short Malayalam
farce in lighter vein entitled ‘a'esdto
aoat®” written by Mr. M. P. Sivadas
Menon and enacted by some old
students of the College. Mr. Rajsh,
playing the heroine, gave a creditable
and convincing performance. His make-
up was also excellent.

Round about 10. P. M. the function

terminated with the singing of the

National Anthem.

Long live the Zamorin's College

S. K. SABHAPATHY,




THE BRAHMIN IN HISTORY

What Jesus has been to Christianity
and Jerusalem, and Muhamad to Islam
and Arabia, the Brahmin has been
to Hinduism and India. Ever since the
ceremony of corcnation came into vogue
‘the protection of the Brahmin has been an
integral part of the coronation oath. The
ceremonial installation of every Zamorin
comes to a close with his solemn promise in
the presence of the Alvancheri Tamprakkal
that cows and Brahmins will be protected.
Helpless against brute force but indispens-
able to the state as the custodian and
guardian of the accumulated wisdom of
the past, the Brahmin attained to his

- homnoured place in society not by usurpation

but by service, not by arrogance but by

~ humility and sacrifice.

!

But for him India would not have
become famous for its learning and culture.
The Wisdom of the East flowed towards
the West from two fountains. China and
India. The former emphasized the
material, the latter the spiritual, aspect of
civilization. Though the non-Aryans had
their own monumental achievements, as
evidenced by the relics of Mohenjo Daro,
their genius very often lost itself in
emotional extremes and extravagance.
The cold rationalism of the Aryan, as
represented by tne Brahmin, checked the
easily excitable volatility of the Dra-
vidian, and inseminated those virtues of
deliberate self-control and uncompromi-
singly logical ratiocination, without which
no progress is possible and no science and
philosophy can ever thrive. It is nota
mere accident that the superstitions of
India are pre-Aryan, while its philosophies
are post-Aryan.

Evenin political history the role of

- the Brahmin has by no means been insigni-

ficant. We have a number of imperial
Brahmin dynasties like the Sungas, who

S

patronized Kalidasa, the Kanvas who
succeeded them, and the Andhras who
ruled the Deccan from sea to sea. But the
achievement of the Brahmins has been
greater as preceptors and ministers remain-
ing in the background than as rulers in the
limelight with all the pomp and parapher-
nalia of royalty.

Everyone knows that Arjuna’s

greatness was in the main due to Drona. =

Any school boy will tell us that without

the Brahmin Chanakya there would have =

been neither Chandragupta Maurya nor
the mighty Mauryan Empire. It was the
Brahmin who converted the Apollo-
worshipping Greek into the Vaishnava
Hindu and transformed the savage Hun
into the glorious Rajput. If the efforts
of the Brahmin king, Dahir of Sind,
had been vigorously seconded by his
subjects Islam would not have planted its
banner on the banks of the Sindhu. If
only the rank and file of the Hindus had
listened to the counsels of the Brahmin
Devala and accepted his smriti by taking
back the hundreds of thousands who had
been compelled to embrace Islam India
would not have had the seemingly insoluble
Hindu-Muslim problem now. It is well-
known that Sivaji owed his inspiration to
the Brahmin Ramdas, and the Maratha
Empire from Kashmir to Kumari was the
work of the Peshwas.

Local history has the same tale to tell.

But for Ramayyan, Travancore would have

remained a petty state and been over-
whelmed by the Mysorean avalanche that

swept down upon it after his death. He
was to Martanda Varma much more than
what Chanakya had been to Chandragupta.
If during the dark days of the Mysorean
occupation the Zamorin had only chosen
to adopt the advice of Swaminatha Pattar
Karyakar, instead of allowing himself to




- Brahmin has made his mark,
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be beguiled by Diwan Kesava Pillai of
Travancore, he could have retained his
ruling powers and the Rajapramukhship of
of Kerala might have been the privilege of
Nediyiruppu, not of Venad. On behalf of
his master the Brahmin minister inter-
viewed the Tiger of Mysore in his den and
persuaded him to reinstate the Zamorin
and order the governor of Calicut to hand
over the treasury to him. But as return
to Calicut involved war with Travancore
and Kesava Pillai was the Travancore
Diwan, the Zamorin rejected the proffer-
ed hand of friendship. Hence it was that

'Tipu, who had vowed the destruction of

Travancore, proclaimed a jihad against
the Nayars as a nation of oath-breakers.

Malayalam literature the
We cannot
think of Trichur Puram without calling to
mind the Venmanis. Tolan, Punam and
Puntanam have made their own contribu-
tions. The father of Tunjan, who intro-
duced Kilippattu in Malayalam, and of
Kunjan, the king of satire, are supposed
to have been Brahmins. And both of them
owed their rise to fame to the Brahmin
chief, Devanarayanan of Ambalappuzha.
No one has excelled the Miltonic profun-
dity of Ulloor or the Dickensian humour
of P. G. Rama Iyer.

Even in

The Brahmin is however very often
condemned as the author of the caste
system. But ignorance alone canattribute
its evolution to him. It was the product
of socio-economic forces over which he had
as much control asover the rising and

setting of the sun. The social exclusive-
ness, which is very often ascribed to him,
is not his monopoly; nay evenin enligh-
tened Kerala no one can be found so ready
to hobnob with the Christian and the
Muslim, not to speak of the Cheruma and
the Pulaya. In the villages he is blamed
as the author and promoter of temple
entry; while the pseudo-educated classes
denounce him as the creator of caste, the
uneducated classes curse him as its
destroyer.

It is indeed true that very few non-
Brahmins have become Brahmins. But
how many have really desired it? No mona-
stic system, ancient or modern, in the East
or the West, can show anything more
rigorous or exacting than the discipline of
a Brahmin’s life. He is a priest indeed,
but not merry. The (dinacharya) of a
Brahmin combines the asceticism and
effacement of the monk with the arduous
duties and cares of a householder. From
the worldly point of view, the Brahmin’s
life with all its poverty is not at all attrac-
tive. Luxury and indulgence have no
place init. Truth is the Brahmin’s goal,
the conquest of the mind his delight, and
silence his relaxation. It is more easy for
a Brahmin to become a warrior or trader

than for a warrior or trader to take to the

life of a Brahmin. Hence it is while
Dronas, Chanakyas, Ramayyans, and
Swaminaths have been numerous there
have been only one Viswamitra and one
Satyakama. And they are half mytholog1~
cal, half historical !

K. V. KrisuNA IYER, M. A, L, 1.

(To be continued)

e




iy

A MYSTERY SOLVED
By
(V. Gopinath Menon, Junior Intermediate)

Last summer vacation I felt a great
desire to visit my village in which we had
some property.

My village, Melattur, is a very small
place hidden away among the hills of the
Western Ghats.

The “out-housers” had gone away for
a few days. I was feeling very lonely but
the Sexton Blake books I had brought
with me made my stay endurable.

I felt dull. So I chose a book from

the shelf and settled myself to read. The
book was ‘“The woman in white’’. It was

- frightful but at the same time thrilling. I

was so deeply buried in my book that
I had no idea what the time was. I glanced
up at the little time-piece on the mantel-
piece and I found to my surprise that it
was already past midnight. I decided it
was high time I was in bed and asleep. I
slipped into my night dress and crept into
bed. Everything was so still I could hear
the great grand-father clock ticking away.
I went on thinking of the book I was
reading and could not compose myself to
sleep. Suddenly the ominous howl of a
fox rent the air and was soon followed by

‘the hoot of an owl from a neighbouring

tree. I began to feel nervous and hugged
my pillow closer and drew the blanket
over my head, I feltso hot that quickly
put out my head again and glanced through
the window. A powerful light struck right
into my eyes!

I knew that the light came from the
out-house; but had not the tenants gone
off to some place? Perhaps they had
returned. 1 went to the window and
looked out. Everything outside was quiet
and the place was assilent as a grave. Oh!
the-unexpected light gave me the creeps.
My first instinct had been to scream and
cail for help. But my curiosity to find out

all about the light got the better of me. I
began imagining all sorts of {air prospects
before me in a detective agency, if I could
only find a solution of this mystery.

Thus backed by my imagination I
went out of the house armed with a walking
stick and a small pen-knife which I always
carried about. If it came to the worst, I
thought Iwould at least knife the criminal.

I walked quietly up the steps hoping
that the burglar or who ever it was would
not get a warning of my approach and
slink away, for that would spoil my
adventure. Without making the least
noise I walked into the darkness groping
along the walls until T came to the door of
the room with the light. My word! was
not I surprised to find not a soul in the
whole room ? Perhaps the intruder might
be standing behind the door waiting for
me to come in, and then might suddenly
pounce upon me. I stepped in cautiously
but even then the room remained noiseless
as ever. Then I thought, perhaps he had
gone to some other room. I searched high
and low for the culprit but found none.
I wondered how the light came and examin-
ed the main switch; but everything was
all right. Suddenly it occurred to me that
I might look at the switch in the particular
room. DBehold! the switch is on and there
sleeps a mother squirrel with two of her
babies in a cosy nest. I found that the
switch was very loose and due to the
weight of the squirrels the light was on!

When I came home I told this funny
mystery to all my brothers and sisters and
we had a good laugh over it. Alas! if I
could only have foreseen what was the
matter, I would not have made such a fool
of myself by trying to invade a happy

family of squirrels with walking sticks and - .

pen-knives.


























































































































































































































































































