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NOTES ON
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(By thelate Very Rev. Fr.
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YOUNG MEN desirous to serve
God as Religious in Missions,
Schools, Orphanages and other
Establishments as a Missionary
Brother of S.t Francis of Assisi
may apply to:

Very Rev.Bro. Superior General

Mount Poinsur,
Borivli P. O., Near Bombay

Or

Rev-Bro: Modestus, C-M:S-F-
Master of Novices:s
Mount Alverno,

Kotagiri P- O-» Nilgiri Dt-
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lm‘portant Aunouncement

We are mush pleased to announce ths opening of a Sub-Office of our Com-
pany for the United State of Travancora and Cochin at St. BENEDICT ROAD,
ERNAKULAM under the charge of Mr. JOSEPH M: MANJURAN, Ernakulam-

Persons interested in representing our Company throughont Travancors &
Cochin are ianvited to write to Mr. JOSEPH M- MANJURAN at-the above address

or to us directly.
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Our Company pays profits eaven on paid-up policies-

THE INDIAN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY LTD.

(Incorporated in Pakistan with Limited Liability)

ESTABLISHED : 1892

Chief Office for India : ILACO HOUSE

Sir Pherozshah Mehta Road,
Fort, BOMBAY
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: PLLAN TODAY .,FOR TOMORROW
* SAVE ALL YOU CAN
BUT REMEMBER TO INVEST YOUR
SAVINGS WHERE THEY WILL BE
SAFE AND WAITING FOR YOU
WHEN YOU NEED THEM.

H.O. CHANGANACHERRY.
BRANCHES:. ALWAYE, CHANGANACHERRY, KOTHAMANGALAM,
KOTTAYAM, MUVATTUPUZHA, NEDUMKUNNAM, PONKUNNAM,

TIRUVELLA, TRICHUR, AND UPPU LHARA.

P. M. DEVASIA,
; Secretary

;
| é
| |
TheEasternMercantileBankLID-,;

:
| z
| §

V. M. KURIAN,

General Manager
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NEW DECREE
ON ROTARY CLUBS

~ The Sacred Congregation of the
Holy Office has issuea a decree
whick states: “This Supreme Con-
gregation has b2en asked wheiher
Catholics may sabscrike fo an assoe-
iation commonly called the Rotarv
Club.
. “The Most Eminentand Reverend
- Cardinais who have been appointed
fo ‘safeguard the matiers and morals
of the Faith; having previously
voted upon it in plenary session on
De:eember 20, 1950, decreed ‘the
fullowing answer: Clerics are not
. permitted to sabscribe to the Rotary
~ Ulub or to be present at their
~ meetings. Laymen must be urged
- ‘to observe the .- prescriptions of
Article 684 of the Canon Law cods.

“On the 22nd day of the same
~ month and year, the Pope, in audi-
. ence with the Mot Excellent and
Reverend Assessor of the Holy Office,
- after he had been advi:ed of the
- resolutions of the Eminent Cardinals
~ approved and ordered this to be
~ published.”

(Canon 684 reads: “The {aithiul '

deserve praise when they join asso-
ciations which bhave been erected
or at least recomended by the
Church. They should beware of
gsociations which are secret, con-
demned, seditious, or suspected,
and of those which strive to with-
draw thewnselves {rom the legitimate_
supervision of the Church.”

It is understood that the guestion
was considered at this fime because
of a special request to the Vatican
for a clarificationd of; its attitude
towards Rotary - .membership. A
Vatican Secretariat of State spokes-
man commented: .“Lheq decree
specifically forbids the clergy
from  belonging to the Rotary.
Laymen are merely remiuded of
~ exisiing Canon Liawand the situation
for laymen in regard to the Rotary
- can be considered unchanged.” The
- spokesman recalled that Catholics
are forbidden to jointhe Freemasons.
i Tae following is: the comment
in the Liondon Universe:—

Although - the Holy Office has
given uo reasoyn for g its warning
wnab it is inadvisable' for Catholic
laymen to join Rotary ‘clabs, the
reason, as far as Britain is concern-
ed, is probably that the eociety
follows a policy of neutrality oo
religion and thus relegates it to @
place of secondary imgportance gor
less and - favours greligious - in-
- differentism. Osher reasons mmay
apply in many Latin Americsn ccun-
tries and some Kuropean countries,
includiog ltaly, Bwitzerland, Bpaio
and Belginm, where the society is
closely linked with freemasonry,
‘reports the N. C. W. C. news
service. In some cgses it has e¢ven
been directed by  masons
and used as a candidacy school from
 which the masons choose their
members: The Rotary is said to
have given considerable support to
President Calles’ persecutiou of tue

Church in Mexico and was condem-
- Ded by several bishops, iocluding
the entire Spanish hierarchy; as
long sgo as 1927.

Three things should be rememb-
ered in coonection wish the new
decree: Itis not a new action. It
is not based on or directed at cond-

itions in just one couatry or aréa;
but it is of universal application.
1t is concerned with only Rotary
clubs and not similar organisations.

While laymen are not expressly
forbidden to join the Rotary or
attend its meetings, the Holy office
considers it inadvisable for them to
do so: According to authorities in
Rome this allows for judgment in
individual cases whether or not the
Rotary club falls within the provis-
ions of Canon 684.This Canon urges
the faithful to “beware of associ-
ations which are secref, condemned,
seditious or suspected, and of those
which strive to withdraw themselves
from the legitimate supervision of
the Church.” 1f there is any doubt
the local bishop is to judge.

The section of Canon 684 which
may apply to Rotary clubs in
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Britain is that referring to organi
-sations “which strive to withdraw
themselves  fromn the legitimate
supervision of the Church.”

Although at times explanatory
articles have been issued with decrees
of the Holy Office,the congregation
normally merely gives directions
in compliance with its task of
safeguarding the faith and morals
of Catholice. Long, patient study
and investigation precede each of
its actions. The case of Rotary

clubs has been under cousideration
since 1928 when the Sacred Consis-
torial Congregation replied to quest-
ions of several bi-hops who asked
whether they could permit priests
to join the society. The answer
then was “Non ez; edit” —it is not
expedient.”

The reasons which prompted the
first answer have continued aund
even taken on greater seriousness
since this time greater restric ions
are imposed. Aleo, a number of

bishops have asked for guidance on
the situation. : :

Preaching in the Jesuit Church
in Rowe, I'r. Frapcesca Pellegrino
8. J., said that Rotary movewent
enters ujpon the spiritual and moral
field as well as busidess and teuds
to push religion to the outer edges
of iife. 1t educates people to the
idea that all religions are equally
good and encourages the idea ot the
“inadequacy” of  Christianity in
modern social life, he said.
= Bearing out this statement are
the words of the KRotary founder
Paul Harris: “Our plan excludes
creed almost entirely: it glor fies
actions and is opsn 10 Protestants,
Catuolics, Jows, Christ.ans and
Buddhists.”Another Rotarian,Herman
Bons, said: “Rotarian worality has
no nationality, no religion, belorgs
to no party, 16 -is-wonderfully aud
histor.cally neutral in the broadest
aund wost beneficial - sense of Lhe
“.ord.l,

Many Catholics are among the
344,090 members in 7,20 ciuos in
83 couuntries. Italian  mewbers
include a uephew of Pope Pins XI,
Count Franco Ratti, severul ¢ Liris iun
Dewocrat  Govecninens  Ministers
and the Coristian Democrat Mayor
of Rowe, Signor Kebeceini-

(The Examiner)
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