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APOSTOLIC INTERNUNCIATURE
DELHI, INDIA
No. ?)35440/31.

His Excellency

The Mdsk Rev. Mar Ivanios, D. D.,
Archbishop of Trivandrum.

8 Alipur Road, Delhi,
August 14, 1951,

Your Grace,

Please refer to the queries submitted by Your Grace to
the S. Oriental Congregation with your letter of June 24th,
1950.

" His Eminence-Cardinal Tisserant, Secretary of the S,
Congregation has inssructed me to inform Your Grace that

tae queries coacerning matrimonial cases have been referred to

the Pountifical Commission in charge
riental Code,

of the drafting of ‘the

Concerning the queries about the faculty of hearing
confessions and listed under n. XII.in Your Grace’s lefter
His Eminence -has communicated the follwing replies: —

§ I) Can an Oriental priest with jurisdiction given by his
ordinary hear valide et licite confessions in Latin
Churchese :

R. NEGATIVE. See the reply of the 8. Congregation
pro Heclesia Orientali of August 26th, 1932 (Sylloge
n. 173) (Ad infornal EL{_}luh translation ot this
reply is hereby attacbed).

1I) Can a Latin priest with jurisdiction given by his
Ordinary hear valide et licite confesmons in Oriental
churches?

R. NEGATIVE. See the reply of the 8. Congregation
of Propaganda of December 2nd, 1932 (byUone n. 175)
(An informal English translation of this reply is berby
attached).

His Eminence points out that priests of TLatin rite
availl themselves of a reply given by the 8. Congregation.
of Propaganda Fide on June 14th, 1913, concerning
the validity of coniessions heard b) them in Oriental
Churches and particularly in Syro-Malabar Churches,
ag such answer has been reversed by the more recent
one of December 2nd, 1932, quoted above.

III) What about reserved cases by either Ordinaries, when

a Liabin priest hears confessions of faithful of Oriental

Rite, or an Oriental priest hears confessions of faithful

of Iiatin Rite?

The reply 18 provided for in the Constitution “Orient-
alium dignitas (Cir. Collectanea n. 1883 n. 6, which
reads: “Presbyteris tum Latinis tum Orientalibuss
neque in suis neque in alieni ‘ritus ccclesiis fas est
" quemquam absclvere a casii.us quisuis cuiu.que Ordi-
nariis sint reservati nisi facultate ab eisdera permissa:
qua in re quodvis privilegium, vel speciali mentiong
gignum, prorsas revocamus)” (‘Uranslatiowrattached).

Witib kindest xegards and all good wisheg, I remain,

Devotedly in Christ,

S D/- Apostolic Internunclo

R.

'I'RAN*;LA TION OF N. 173 OF THE SYLLOGD
Sicra Congregatio pro Ecclesia Orientali
Prot Nou 541/32
To His Exceilency
The Secretary of the S. C.de Propaganda Fide
Your Excellency:

Having H. E. Msgr. Filippucci, Archbishop of Athens,
submitted to the S. Oriental Congregation, through H. E. Msgr:
Margotti Apostolic Delegate in Greece, tbe following query,
‘“Can a priest of a different rite and different jurisdiction hear
confessions and absclve. valide et licite, in a Latin Church or
oratory, even though the Oriental Ordinaties who approved him

August 26, 1932,

has jurzsmctlon in the same tervitory of the Liatin Archdiocese

of Athens? ,

This 8. Oriental Congregation replied Msgr. Margotti
as follows:"The Oriental prxest approved for hearing confessions
by the Ordinary of his own rite, cannot exercise, valide et
lzcite, such faculty in territcries and places belonging to the
exclusive jurisdiction of another Ordinary of. diff rent rite,
unless that Ordinary has expressely conferred t *..im such
faculty. Therefore, a priest of Greek-Bizantine rit«, approved
for confessions by bis Ordinary, cannot, valide et natc, absolve
Cain burch or oratery under the exclusive jurisdicticn  of the
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Liafin Ordinary, unless the Liatin Ordinary
has given him explicitly such faculty.”

Having this reply been communicated

snot cnly to Msgr. Filippucei but also to
the ordinary of Bizantine rite in Greece,
Msgr. Calavassy, the latter..., requested
that the same  should be reciprocally
declared in regard to the priests of Latin
rite for the Churches and Oratories of
Oriental Rite. :

In principle there is no difficulty for
such declaration. Nevertheless, being ques-
tion of defining obligations and rights of
Liatin priests in Greece, the S. Oriental
Congregation is of opinion that such decla-
ration should be given by the 8. Congre-
gation of Propaganda Tide. It is for that
reason that we deemed opportune to inform
Your Excellency. Réquesting you to kindly
express your opinion in the matter.

S. G. Cesarini,
Substitutus

Translation of N. 175 of the Sylloge

S. CONGREGATIO DE
PROPAGANDA FIDE

Prot. n. 3200/32 December 2nd, 1932.
To Msgr. G. Ceaarini,
Substitutus of the 8. Oriental Congregation.
The undersigned Secretary of the 8. C.
of Propaganda Fide begs to acknowledge
receipt of your esteemed communication
n. 541/32, concerning a declaration 'of the
5. Oriental Congregation about the jurisdi-

. ction for confessions for the priests of

Oriental rites, which has to be conferred
by the Liatin Ordinary for the Churches of
Latin rite.

As you submitted the desire of Msgr.
Galvassy that an analogous principle should
be established for the Priests of Tiatin rite
in order to have complete reciprocity, this
S. Congregation of Propaganda Fide,
having examined the question has also
declared that a Liatin priest cannot, valide
et licite hear confessions and absolve in a
Church or oratory of Greeks Bizantine
rite, unless the Oriental Ordinary expressly
give him such faculty.

S. Carlo Salottu,
Secretary

From the Constitution:
“Orientalium Dignitas” n. 6

Priests of Liatin as well as of Oriental
Rite, cannot absolve anybody, neither in
their Churches (Churches of their rite) nor
in other rite’s Churches, from cases reserved
by one’s Ordinary, unless such faculty has
been given to him by the same Ordinaries
Every privilege in this regard, thcugh
deserving special mention, is uftely
revoked”.
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