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16, Victoria Crescent,
Egmore, Madras,
27th April 1951.

I wish the conference every

success. The importance of such a cultural
conferefice cannot be over-estimated at the
present monient when both our religion and
eulture are in danger of being neglected and
bypassed.

reia *

Yours stncerely,

- Sd. P. V. Rajamannazr,
- Chief Justice, Madras.

30th April 1957,
Many thanks for your kind invitation
for the Third All Kerala Hindu Religious
. and Cultural Conference to be held at Guru-
_ayur on the 7th and 8th May. I wish the

Conference all success. =
Yours sincerely,

gd. K. Madhava Menon,

Minister for Education and Law.

May Curuvayurappan shower his bles-
sings for the happy termination of the
conference.

Zamotin,
H. H. The Zamorin Raja of Koghikode.

“Gita”’
7 Waddell Road,
Kilpauk, Madras,

29—4—51
Boest 1 wish the conference all
success. With kend regards,

Yours sincerely,
: sd. A. S. P. Ayyar,
(A. S: P. Ayyar, M.A.,1.C.S.F.R.S.L.
: Bar-at-law)

Gorakhpur, May 4, "51.

* * * *

It gives me pleasure whenever I find
young men feeling the urge to hold confe-
renices and religious functions with the pious
motive to revivify our ancient hoary culture.
Indeed only the spirit of the Vedic period
can solve the problem of life and the present
ones staring in our face. May God givé you
undaunted will and strength to enable you
to carry on such laudable activities in the

‘best interest of the humanity. Victory and

prosperity follows one who cherishes love for
God and his Dharma.
* % I wish your Conference all

suceess.
With best regar.ds.

Yours sincerely,
Sd. Hanumanprasad,
Controlling Editor,
“Kalyana-Kalpataru’.

We have also received messages of good

‘wishes from the following men of high

offices.

1. The Hon’ble Sri C. RmGopalachanar.
Minister for Home affairs, Govt. of
India.

9. The Hon'ble Sri K. M. ’\Iunahx Mmlster v
for food and Agricultire, Govt. of
India. :

3. 'H. H. the Maharaja of Cochin, Hill
Palace, Tripunitura.

4. H.H. The Raja Pramuih of Travancore
— Cochins
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LCULTURAL SESSION

The Presidentiai Address

delivered by

oSri Swami Chinmayananda Saraswathi
(Ananda Kutir, Rishikesh)

Children of Light; Wisdom and Bliss,

This Sadhu is finding it rather difficult
to get at the right words to express his thank-
fulness to you all for having given him this
opportunity of doing a Divine Seva in this
Guruvayoor Gnana Yagna. In an assembly
of Pandits and Scholars, Chinmaya can best
express all that he has to say with this:

Sri Krishna Govinda Hare Murare:
Hge natha Narayana Vasudeva:

The burpose of human existenice is the reali-
sation of the Real or the True as distinct
. from the unreal or the untrue. What is that
- which is Real and True and why it should
be realised is the theme of all philosophy.
The experience from Within_ clearly demons-
trates that the Real alone is the Everlasting,
'and It alone is the goal of our aspiratiomns;
for, mothing that is of the nature of the
fleeting can give complete satisfaction toany
intelligent, thoughtful individual. In,order
to ktiow at least intellectually what is after
all meant by being real, it is necessary to
analyse the very conception or the idea of
the Real along with the different aspects of
the life as we live it.

Extra emphasis in what way we' ean
__strive to know and become the Real and the
True must be the key-note of all delibera-
tions in such conferetices, if we “must bring

- forth any substantial benefit to the Society -
_ immediately. Philosophy brought to living

wvalues is culture, Mere discussions conduc-

Thioted only to ‘establish cne system of philosophy

~or other, undertaken with a spirit of showing

off merely one’s book knowledge; erudition,
or scholarship will not give the world what -
it immediately needs, viz. a Philosophy of
values to be lived. No life based upon the
unreal can provide us with any tangible
peace or joy. Hence the nieed and urgency
of making an enquiry into what is Real and
True. =

The purpose of such Religious and
Cultural Conference where the learned and
the scholarly come to meet on a cémmon
platform, is to arrive at the Omne Supreme
Reality, which the ancient Seers and Rishis.
had experiericed in life and had left for usin
their wisdom-words. The Infinite alone is
the Eternal; the Eternal alone is the Reality.
Words being finite, they cannot express the
Infinite; moreover, words represent the unreal
names-and-forms and our minds and intellect
at present so full of these dream-stuffs that
the teachings of the Vedas, must n:acessari!y
be to us very hard and difficult to comprehend
in their true sense. Infact the Vedas, though
written in Nagari Alphabets and spelt as
Sanskrit, the familiar sounds must necessarily
indicate, and they do, an unfamiliar and -
not-too-often-recognised Param Tatwa, which
constitutes the substratum for the fleeting
world-phenomenon of joys and pains.

Naturally, the interpretation of Truth
by the great Acharyas must in their very
nature be intricate amnd full »f technicalities,

for, their’s is a job of guiding their disciples

through the unreal fo the Real,
Asathoma satgamaya. :
Thamasoma jyothirgamaya,



Mrithyorma Amruthamgamayd,........ is
the prayer of all sincere aspirants.

Broadly speaking, it can be said that
empirical experiences, which is the same, as
relative life or the every-day-life, consist of
thoughts and actions. Thought 1s a njode of
consciousness, a particularisation of the
‘awareness of being, a direction of oneself to
something. In other words, thought functions
only on the basis of duality, of the notion of
. the distinction of oneself from amnother. A
sense of limitedness in self-existence is the
necessary condition for all forms of thought-
Consciousness discerning the body is thought,
and we have no thoughts in sleep when, we
‘have no body consciousness either.

Action, as far as it is connected with a
value’. is only the way in which thought,
functioning through the instruments of the
senses, manifests itself through the body in
the outer world of sense-objects. The body
is the charriot driven by the Intelect and
presided over by the Consciousness directing,
guiding and ordering the Intellect by Its mere
Presence. There is nothing in life, except
thoughts or ideas, and t hey getting expressed
“through the senses and the body as actions in
the outer world.

Now, why does thought operate and why
do the senses work? On a careful analysis
1'q’}"'it will be found that thought is a relation, a
contact established between a subject and an
object, a link between the knower and the
~ known. Knowledge of an object or any

relation with an object is not possible unless
thought functions as the medium between
_the two.  Since, as far as the knowledge of
an externally existing object is‘ concerned,
the knower is jusk an 1nd'1v1dual circumscri-
bed by space, it can be said that conscious-
ness defined by particularity is the knower of
- all things in this universe, As it was already
; ioticed this particular-consciousness is the

B .
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same as thought or mind. The scope or
thought " therefore, is only knowledge of
spacial-objects and time-relationships.:

The question may now be asked as to
why should there be objective knowledge at
all. In what way is the knower concerned
with the object of knowledge. The sense of
a chocking imperfection experienced at the
time of momn-knowledge is the cause of or
rather we may call it the desire for, all such
abjective knowledge. Action is merely the
manner of fructifying the urge for overcoming
this sense of Self limitation. Since an action
is a modification, and as every modification
is a temporary process, the result of an action,
viz. the obtaining of the object of mental
knowledge, is also temporary, leaving thus
the knower as restless as, if not more than he
was before. All forms of mental contact are
in the end nothing but wombs of pain.

What then is the way to perfect satis-
faction of the Self? Theonly way that has
been handed down to us by the great Masters
of realisation is that by which the Self be-
comes aware that It has every thing with
Itself and in Itself. And it therefore wants
nothing at all other than the knowledge of
Its own being as in the ultimate stage the
Self is the all, is the entire Existence itself,
The knowledge of the Self means the know-
ledge of the Reality or the very kernal of the
entire universe. All thoughts and actions
are only blinded and misguided indicators
pointing towards this urgent necessity to
achieve Self Perfection or the realisatioa of
the Absolute Reality, Omnipotent,” Eternal,
Substance of all Experiences. Conseduently
it is quite obvious that as long as thoughts
function on their dualistic basis Self-realisa-
tion is not possible. Hence in the state of Per-
fection or Self Realisation, every yoga points :
out to a complete cessation of all objective
thoughts.
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Sri Sankaracharya, the noble son  of
Kaladi, the stupendous philosopher and
genius, who belongs not only to India, but
in his wisdom to the whole of the human
race, was the greatest exponent of .Pure
Knowledge, the Knowledge of the Self, or
the Absolute Being, which alone is the accep-
table ideal of all aspiring humanity. The
realisation of this Absolute T'ruth has to be
striven for by every omne at all costs and
without which no one is worth even a straw,
(Kena). Malabar was the birthplace once of

Philosophy of Knowledge and of Saintliness,*

but today Malabar is, parhaps, the least
interested in Philosophy and Szlf tealisation
and least striving “in this field. Modern
children of Kairali have com= to forget their
own elder brother Sri Sankaracharya and a
Sanyasi in robes is to the Malayalees today
ﬂothix}g more than ‘a beggar at large looting
the society in the "name of Palani, or in
impotent idleness trading upon the credulity
of the people !!

Malabar is not wanting in formal reli-
giousness, in ceremonial piety, or in rigid
ritualistic observances. But how far has she
understood the meaning implied in these
practices? Does she know that all actions
and all thoughts are to be directed to the
Kmnowledge of the Real, the Omnly Real, the
One Real, which Sri Sankaracharya, the un-
precedented scholar saint and genius son of
Kerala, had explained for us hundreds of
vears ago? Intellectual educationand external

'rituals are.meant to train the individual to
dive deep into the Spirit through symbols,
Illustrations and suggestions; they are by no
ffieans an end in themselves. Art and reli-
gion, Science and philosophy all bave to:co-

operate in such a way that they comstitute

"aspects of the One’ Whole, and each influen-
~cing the individual through the different
faces of his nature must mould him to achieve

PN
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the common end and aim of life viz. Perw
fection.

Visiting temples and' offering devout
worship, for example, is oaly an indication
of the inner necessity te commune with the
holy and the perfect. And by such formal
worships, the mind is trained to follow the
law of the governing principle of Self-abne-
gation and Self-unfoldment. It is active
participation in the spiritual goodness or the
Truth of the Spirit. The temple and the
image form symbols of the presenice of - the
Universal Lord of beings, the real adoration
of Whom lies in the realisation of His Beiug
in all things especially in one’s own heart.
The practices of worship and religious cere-
mony are but the external suggestive - repre-
sentation of this perfect ideal to be achieved.

- Idol worship has its supreme value in
that it is a suggestion to ‘the mind of the
pettiness of the individual and the adorable
magnificience yof the Absolute. In other
words, in idols and symbols, in temples and
worship, man is provided with supports to
help his faith in the Absolute thrive and
flourish, Brahma Bhava, the voiceless expe-
rience of he Absolute, is the ultimate result
of all work, aspiration art, literature, science,
religion and philosophy worth their naimes.

- In these days, the unfortunate feature
that characterises all pursuits in life is that
we are habitually blind to wltimate values
and thus our life has become a vain seeking
after a host of insubstantial, fancied, phan-
toms. The students of Sanskrit, espécially
in Malabar, think that just by cramming
Sidhantha Kaumudhi, Amara Kosha, the
Kavyas and a few other literary works, pre-
dominantly™ sentinféntal and entotional, or

- by mugging up Tharka Sangraha, Deepika

etc. they have become unapproachable
Pundits and worshipful Vidwans !!! Even in
the modern system of education in schools
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-and colleges, the aim is unfortunately more

« - and more at informative and quantitative

worldly Knowledge of impirical phenomenon
than real qualitative wisdom which alone
can really guide the students to the very
depths of things and beings. We cannot
hope to drag on life, in its present scheme of
superficiality now for long, for, the dire
teactions to such sballow values of life lived
must mnecessarily get manifest quickly and
stare at us in the form of mental and physical
pains. The world groaning today under its
own nameless fears, endless desires, shame-
less vanities, and criminal ambitions, is but
the early symptoms that should warn us of
the Adharama—ulcer that is spreading
within the world politics. True Culture alone
can save us. ;

Let not anyone think that he is better
off because he knows how many stars there
are in the sky or how many people died in
what way for what reason and in which
battle or how much the oceans are wide, or
to what heights the Himalayas extend;
neither can he be the happier for his know-
ledge of an Atom and its wonderous contents.
Let it be remembered that as objective ktiow-
~ ledge no amount of accumulated informations

of facts on earth or of the skies or of the
Atoms is going to save man from his phy-
sical pains, his mental dejections and intel-
lectual dissatisfactions.
ways of experimenting knowing and living
are, at best, only the curious ways which
Maya has chosen to delude us into a feeling
of false-achievement and a pride of dream-
progress. Im fact we are getting turned un-
ceasingly within the Wheels of Time. We
‘are being slowly pounded out of shape in the
painful Mills of Becomiﬁ‘g,
The servile life of a clerk in a town the
-empty powers of an official in a city, the
boasted vanity of material possessions, the
~silly notion of physical strength or intellec-

Purely materialistic -
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tual accomplishments,......these seem to have
overpowered today the majority of men with
a delusory feeling of self-sufficiency, and a
gloating sense of night-mare achievments.
Far from being so, the normal life of people
at present we all know, is perceptibly a
pitiable fall into degeneracy of the true sense
of values and a distortion of the proper esti-
mate of life. There is more of confusion and
delusion than sanity and wisdom; more of
floating on the surface of appearance thanm
reaching into the bottom of the Reality.

The parents nowadays feel that they are

the most blessed if their sons are barristers
or judges, collectors or principals and their
daughters are married to some millionaires
or some high officials. Is there any one
among you here today who can stand up and
honestly declare that he wants at least ome
of his sons to become a Sanyasin, a true and
diligent seeker after Reality? Is there a
greater form of blindedness and ignerance
than this? The earthly life ‘is a series of
everchanging pictures representing phases of
experiences none of which seem to have ever
led anyone to any definite end. - And yet,
none among us is ready to give up this
sorrowful dream and strive for the joyous
awakening.
" Children of Divinity! Mistake not the
phantom for the Real, the faked for the
essence, the darkness for light. ILet our aim
be high though we may reach it but gradually.
Let us not allow ourselves to be carried away
by the Tamasa Manthra Vada, low Tan-
thrism and superstitious dogmas. Iet the
mere Time-Space-Values ' and weaknesses
be cast away and the great Immortal Diviae
Values be recognised and diligently pursued.
They alone can lead us to joy and shanti,

Man is born free. He shall be free.
During this very life, you can realise your
Infinite Freedom. This is the Central mes-
sage of the Hindu Culture. Eternal freedonx
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is yours by birthright. By real freedom what
is meant is the autonomy of the essentially
unblemished and subliminal Self, To us,
Hindus, Culture means the CULTURE of
the SELF. It is high time that life is looked
upon with a greater seriousness of purpose
and clarity of wisdom, throwing off the
cobwebs of our prejudices, no more allowing
ourselves to be allured away by mere shadows
and making thus our hearts receptive to the
manifestatioa of the Divine. A life of Real
Wisdom, 2 DIVINE LIFE ot earth,a life of
freedom and bliss lived in out higher spiritual
nature becomes the result of an intelligent
- practice of Dharma in the light of the Omai-

@0Moo E0. Edh. a0 lAWABIMENY,00TVEEDBMo

present Reality which is imminent and also
transcendent. . If our deliberations in this.
conference shotild crystallize for us a philo-.
sophy of life to be lived in practical spiritual
values so as to achieve our essential nature of
wisdom bliss and freedom, then alone would
we be justifying ourselves of our scholarship-
and study.  This is our Culture: the Culture
of the Self.

Hare Rama Hare Rama,
Rama Rama Hare Hare :

Hare Krishna Hare Krishna,
Krishna Krishna Hare Hare : .

OM TAT SAT.
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