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Dr. Panjabiao Deshmukh, Union . Minister , for Agriculture, - inaugurated the
17th m-eting of the Indian Central Coconut Committee, at Ernakulam
on the 8th April 1953. ‘Dr. Deshmukh is seen
heie addressing the meeting.
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Ssi K. R. Damle, I C. S., President, Indian Central Coconut Committee, delivering his
presidential address at the I7th meeting of the Committee. To his right are, the
Hon’ble Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh, Union Minister for Agriculture, and
Sti K. P. Madhavan Nair, Vice President and to his left
Sri K- Gopalan, Secretary of the Committee. .,
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Indian Central Coconut Committee’s
Activities |

Dr. Deshmukh’s ‘Appreciation

H'P'HERE is no short-cut to useful

results in the domain of re-
search and particularly agricultural
research: It requires long and patient
investigation. = In the case of ‘a peren-
nial tree like the coconut, the duration
of research may be longer than that for
an annual crop. It is, therefore. re-
freshing to note that “undeterred by
these obvious limitations the Com-
mittee is going ahead with itsschemes
of research in various aspects of the
problems facing the coconut industry,”
observed Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh,
Union Minister for Agriculture, inau-
gurating the I7th meeting of the Indian
Central Coconut Committee at Erna-
kulam: on the . 8th April, 1953.. The
Hon’ble Minister stressed the need for
stepping. up.the production of coconuts
in: India to keep pace with the increas-
ing demand for the commodity and

urged the Committee to make available
to coconut growers, in the different
regional languages, the results of
researches.

The following is the full text of
the Hon’ble Minister’s speech:- £

«Tt gives me great pleasure to
inaugurate the 17th meeting of the
Indian -Central Coconut '‘Committee
which has been working hard to serve
the cause of improvement and develop-
ment.of the Coconut- Industry during
its short span of life. As you are aware, .
India, though she ranks second only

‘to Philippines in the production of

coconut crop, faced an. acute 'shortage
of copra and coconub oil during the
war when supplies from abroad were:
almost completely cut off. = The Indian
Central Coconut Committee was set up,.
to initiate and co-ordinate plans to
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intensify production of coconut crop,
to meet immediate demands created by

the war and also to assist in the re.
habilitation of the industry.which did

not have full scope for development in
the past owing mainly to the competi-
tion from abroad.

Supply of Quality Seedlings

“T am glad to note that the
nursery §chemes of the Committee are
_capable of supplying at a modest price
about five lakhs of quality seedlings of
‘coconut per annum to growers in
various parts of the country. Consider-
- ing that the coconut palm is a peren-
nial tree, I think the Committee has
- been well advised to launch schemes
for the supply of seedlings of guaranteed
quality in various parts of the country
where coconuts are grown.

Work of the Central Research Stations

“It is also gratifying that the
Committee is devoting its energies to
conduct fundamental research in con-
nection with coconut growing as wall
. a8 in the particular problems facing the
industry. At the two Central Coconut
' Research Stations of the Committee at
Kasaragod and Kayangulam an impres-
-sive list of problems is being tackled.
Studies regarding exofic varieties of
coconut, hybridisation of coconuts,
study of button-shedding and the
occurrence of barren nuts, soil moig-
ture studies, potash fixation
-experiments etc., are being conducted
at Kasaragod while studies on the role

of seednuts in the transmission of
disease from generation to generation,
the evolution of disease-resistant varie-
ties of coconut, studies of the effect of .
the application of micro-nutrients to
diseased palms and of the application
of plant hormones on  button-shedding -
and studies on the pests of the coconut
palm are being carried on at Kayan-
gulam.

«At the Regional Coconut Res-
earch Stations functioning in the States
under schemes sanctioned by the Co.r_vnf‘.
mittee important cultural and manurial
experiments are being carried out, the
results of which will prove to be of
great use to growers of the regions
concerned.

«The  fact, however, remains:
that there is mno short-cut to useful re-
gults in the domain of research and-
particularly agricultural research. It
requires long and patient investigation. -
In the case of a perennial tree like the
coconut, the duration of research may
be longer than that for an annual crop.
It is therefore, refreshing to note that:
undeterred by these obvious limitations
the Committee is going ahead with its:
schemss of research in various aspects
of the problems facing -the coconut
industry. -

Bridging Gulf between Demand and
Production i

“The progress already made by
the infant Coconut Committee augurs -
well for the future; but the country has -
stll much leeway to make to reach '

o § iy o
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the stage of self-sufficiency . in the pro-
duction of coconuts. There was a time,
befsre the first World Wayr, when India
used to export copra and coconut oil to
foreign countries on account of lack of
demand in our cwn. But since then
the picture has changed considerably.
Our industries consuming coconut oil,
particularly those connected with the

manufacture of soaps and toilet articles,
have been growing at a fast rate and &
large demand for coconut oil, estimated
at 1,98,000 tons has developed in the
country itself, whereas our production
is estimated at 1,183,000 tons. - We have
. not-only to bridge the gulf between that

demand and production but, if Tmay
look-ahead & few years, to step up pro-
duction so as to keep pace with the
continually increasing demand. This
is no doubt a vital problem and it is
obvious that the country attaches great
importance to it. When recently I
piloted the Indian Coconut Committee
(Amendment) Act, 1952 during the
last session of Parliament, a large
number of members of both Houses
exhibited great interest in the coconut
grower and coconut growing. Seeing
their concern over the matter, I called
them all together along with your well-
known and conscientious Vice = Presi-
dent go that any complaints they have
may be looked into and suggestions they
have may be duly considered. This gave
me & welcome opportunity to study
the working of the Coconut Committee
and to see if any changes or modifica-

tion of activities in any particular

field was npecessary end ocalled for.

As & regult of these deliberations,
it is proposed that we should undertake
setting up Seedling Growing Farms
in coconut growing areas, where
such farms do not exist already, cele-
brating a “Coconut Day” on the lines
of ‘Vana Mahotsava’, opening of re-
gional research stations in various
parts of the country eand publish-
ing the results of important researches
carried out by the Committee in various
regional languages ete. T have no doubt
the Committee will give its due thought
to these and other similar suggestions.’
I am sure your deliberations will greatly
assist Governmeént “in taking such deci-
sions as will bring the country mnearer
the ultimate goal of self--sufficiency in
the production of coconut oil and copra.
I would like the Committee also o con-
sider if in their opinion there is need
to increasethe growers’ representatives
on the Committee.

Representation to Growers

“In the course of the debates in
the Parliament it was suggested that
greater efforts should be made fo

. introduce a system of election so far as

representation of the various interests
of the commodity committees were
concerned. I had promised sympathetic
consideration of this view point
especially 50 far as the growers were
concerned. With this object in view we
decided to try in the first instance with
the Arecanut and Coconut Commniittees:
The State of Madras have already
framed a register of Arecanut growers,
We are thinking of taking advantage
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of this and frame our proposals
g0 a8 to secure our objective without
duplication and at the same time with.
out incurring any larger expenditure.
By these means we intend to organise

or assist the organisation of growers
of these two commodities so as to give
them direct representation on these
Committees. I expect this will secure
us at least: two advantages. One would
be'that the growers will have a repre-
sentative on the Committee of their own
choice and. secondly this  very fact will
make thedeliberations of the commodity
committees of greater interest and pos-
* sibly greater benefit to the growers. We
will then be able: to.do away with the
system iof - nomination 'which we have
now o adopt.

“Criticism- has also been heard
in regard to the financial assistance
given by the Committee to Copra Mar-
keting Societies for - promoting co-
operative effort among growers of coco-
nuts.  These sociefies made a good
initial start but later, it seems, got into
trouble and, therefore, the Committee
stopped its share of the grant to them.
As you are, no doubt, aware, the Com-
mittee has no administrative control
over such societies which function under
the aegis of the State Governments
concerned with whom the Committee

shares the .cost on 50:50 basis. But I
have no doubt that if any loopholes
existin the matter of grant of financial
assistance to such societies those will
be rectified by the Committee. .

Propaganda Among Growers

ssAnother  very important side
of the work of the Committee.relates to
educating the: growers of the need of
greater production and to make avails
able - the' resultsof ~various researches
carried on ‘in the technique of quality
production of coconuts. The Committee
is-already taking measures forthe:pro=
motion of the green manure habit:tol

- improve the soil fertility and texture;

it also provides' an' Information Service
to farmers through propaganda officers,
exhibitions, radio talks, monthly Bul~
letins in Malayalam, Kannada and
English ‘and the  Coconut Journal:im.
English, pamphlets and. handbooks: in
English and regional - languages on
scientific cultivation of coconut.

“I have mno doubt that the
Committee will take steps  to have the
literature on the subject published in as
many regional languages as possible,
which are spoken in coconut-growing
areas of the country. The constructive
and almost pioneering work that the

‘Committee has been engaged upon, has

to be taken almost to the door steps of
growers. I would venture to suggest

that an important link between the
Committee and the growers. can be pro-
vided by initiating their representatives
in the Parliament, State Liegislatures,
members of the Fourth Estate and.other:
interested persons to see for themselves
and learn at first hand what is being
done at our research stations.
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“If only the coconut growers of
Kerala and elsewhere are stimulated
to follow the technical advice and
guidance of the coconut committee and

‘adopt measures to increase production —

and T am assured that by regular inter-
cultivation and manuring existing
production can be increased by about
509 - there would be little or no need
for imports at all in the years to come.

“I hope that the recent amendment
of the Indian Coconut Committee Act
will bring you increased revenues and
thereby enable you to expand the scope

_of your research and development: pro-

grammes. I should like  to assure the
Committee that any suggestions put for-
ward by them will receive due con-
gideration at our hands.

. Planning For Seli-sufficiency

“One of the subjects on your agenda
which particularly attracted my atten-
tion was subject No. 64, which refers
to fixation of a five-year target for

" “stepping up the production of coconut

and devising the ways and means for
the purpose. As you well know and
as has been referred in the note on

' the subject, the Planning Commigsion
- has fixed an

additional “production
target of 875 lakh toms for oilseeds:
Although the Planning Commission has
not worked out a definite target for
coconut ~growing for 'making the

country: self-sufficent, it has been, I
- believe, ~correctly estiizated ‘that the

deficit production to be made up should
be one lakh tons in terms of copr'a,.'

At the rate of 6,773 nuts per: ton of
copra, we shall require an additional
production of 6773 million nutg,
which is ‘about 20 per cent of the
existing ' -production of 3,399 million
nuts. It is also common knowledge
that by regular cultivation, manuring
and timely control of pests and:'dis-
cases, the average additional produc-
tion can be of the order of anything
between 25 to 50 per cent. As in the
case of other crops, we come back fo
the same thing in respect of coconut -
also. All that we need do is to resort

to better cultivation on as large a scale
as possible. '

¢If you will permit me, I would
like ‘to express my sincere semse of
gratification and thankfulness to'all
the State Ministers' and their officers
of all ranks for taking up better
cultivation of paddy and resorting to
some of the more important items in
the so-called Japanese method. If we "
could arouse public enthusiasm and
try to help the growers of coconut in
the same way as we are proposing to
do the grower of paddy, we could make
considerable progtess, without adding
much to the area under cultivation
itself. But I do not mean to suggest
that larger cultivation should not be
aimed at dimultaneously. I must also
pay my tribute to the Indian Press.
It is most heartening to see how they
have taken up the matter with utmost
geriousness. 1 think it is no exaggera-
tion to say. that the Indian Press has
become intensely ‘agriculture-minded.

i®
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I do not think in any previous period
of time our Press devoted so much space
to agriculture. The Japanese method,
athough I know some of them do not
like the name, is everywhere ' given
the highest priority. I would like to
thank them all most heartily from the
smallest to the biggest.

“] am glad this item is on your
agenda and I hope you will chalk out
gome practical scheme which may take
wus nearer the target. Just as in the
case of paddy, we want to concen-
frate more on irrigated areas so far as
coconut is concerned, it would be
sufficient if we concentrate utmost of
our energy in.the States of Madras
and Travancore-Cochin. = These are
our biggest producers of coconut and
in such educationally advaneed States
as Travancore-Cochin and Madras,
our propaganda should reach the grower

more ~ quickly and ‘methods of better
cultivation preached to them should
find a readier response. I have mno
doubt the Governments of those . two
States will co-operate with any efforts
that the Committee has to suggest
whole-heartedly. May I, therefore, look
forward to some achievements in better
cultivation of coconut within not more
than a year or two everywhere but
more  particularly in Madras and
Travancore-Cochin ?

“] hope too that through’ your
labours you will be able to touch the
lives of the coconut growers at many
points €0 that the name of your Com-
mittee may be to them a benediction
and a blessing. T do not wish to keep
you any longer from the work await-
ing you and wish you godspeed'in your
endeavours. Jai Hind.” F

NOTICE

Appiications are invited for the purchase of coconut
seedlings of the Coconut Nursery Scheme, Assam, Kahikuchi <
at annas 8 per seedling during the planting season of 1953.:

About 1300 seedlings will be available:

The applications will -

be received up to 30th June 1953 by the Horticultural Assistant, -
Coconut Nursery Scheme, Assam, Kahikuchi P. O. Ajara. The  »
: seedlings will be available from 15th June, 1953. Advance pay=~

P ment will have to be made by the successful parties on

hearing

By sais ing from  the Horticultural Assistant, Coconut Nursery
& Scheme, Assam, Kahikuchi P.O. Ajara. o o




Stepping Up Coconut Production

Central Coconut Committee’s Short And Long Term Measures:

HE most important problem that the

; Indian Central Coconut Com-
mittee was facing at present was the
question of stepping up coconut produc-
tion in India and the Committee had
adopted & number of short-term and
long-term measures to achieve this end,
observed Shri K. R. Damle. I. C. S,
President, Indian Central Coconut
Committee, addressing the 17th meeting
of the Committee (held at Ernakulam
on the 8th April 1953) and requesting
the Hon’ble Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh,
Union , Minister for Agriculture, to
inaugurate the session.

. In the course of his gpeech Shri
Damle said:—

“Tndia has an area of about 1.54
million acres under coconut, but her

production. is only of the order of
3399 million nuts. This small produc-
tion has forced the country to import
considerable qua.ntltles of copra and
coconut oil from abroad. The low
produetion in the country became stri.
kingly evidentiduring the war years when
supplies from Malaya, the Philippines
and other countries were cut off. The
ghortage of coconut production in'the
_country focussed spotlight on the Indian
coconut 1ndust1y and it was decided
that measures for the rehabilitation of
this 1,ndust:y wh'llcgh_h_ad suffered neglect

aroitihnog) rried

cultivation and for supplying
pfertlhsers to coconut growers.

for a long time should be taken up. The
Indian CentralCoconut Committee was,
therefore, set upin 1945.

Measures to Step up Production

“The most. important problem that
the Committee is facing at. present is
the question of stepping up the coconut
production in- India so' that the gulf
between the production in the country
and the demand for coconut may be
bridged. The Committee has adopted a
number of  short-term and long-term
measures to achieve thisend. The short-
term measures include intensive propa.
ganda among coconut growers for the
adoption of scientific methods of cultiva.
tion and manuring, whereby the yield
per acre of the existing gardens can be
increased; practical demonstration of
the value of regular cultivation and
manuring and of spraying to con-
trol the leaf disease in the areas where if
occurs and the promotion among coco-
nut growers of that habit of cultwatlng ;

_in their gardens green manure crops like

wild sunn-hemp, have also been some of |
the items sponsored by, the Committge.
The Committee has also extended,te\chm-_.
cal support, to the scheme sponsored by,
some South Indian firms for demonstra-
ting in 240 coconut fields in. Jerala the
value of N. P. K. fertilisers in coconut
these

‘167



168

Bulletin Issued By The Indian Central Coconut Commitee

Distribution of Quality Seedlings
«Among the long-terin projects which
have been undertaken by the Commit-
tee are the Central Coconut Research
Station at Kasaragod and Kayangulam
and four Regional Coconut Research
Stations,  three in Travancore-Cochin
* and one in Orissa. Two more stations,
one each in Madras and Bombay, are
also being set up. The distribution of
quality seedlings and propaganda re-
garding proper methods of spacing and
planting of coconut seedlings have also
been undertaken by the Committee. As
the = coconut palm starts bearing
only seven or eight years after
planting and lives for about 70 or 80
years, it is of the utmost importance

that coconut growers are supplied with

geedlings which will become good
bearers. The Committee, therefore,
began from its very establishment to ex-

tend grant-in aid to nursery schemes for
supplying quality coconut seedlings.
Beginning with six such nurseries
which had an annual output target of
85,000 seedligs, the Committee is now
financing nurseries with an annual
production target of 478,000 seedlings.
Besides these nuseries, aided by the
Committee, there is one at the Commit-
tee’s Central Coconut Research Station
at - Kasaragod which produces about
10,000'seedlings every year. The nur-
series sponsored by the Committee are
situated in the States of Travancore-
~+ Cochin, ' Madras, Bombay, Mysore,
Orissa); West Bengal and Assam.

Work at the Central Research Stations

: “At the Central Coconut Research
. Station of the Committee at Kasaragod,

problems of fundamental researeh
relating to coconut are being tackled-
The Director and a part of the research
staff at this Station were appointed only
in December 1950 and & fully equipped
laboratory has yet to be constructed at
the Station. 5

“At the Central Coconut
Station at Kayangulam, work is done
on problems connected with diseases
of coconut, particularly the root and

leaf diseases and the pests of the coco-
nut palm. It has been found that the
leaf disease which is caused by para-
sitic fungi could be kept in check by
spraying the crowns of the palms with
copper fungicides. @ To demonstrate
thi<, a spraying scheme is being
worked by the Central Coconut Re-
search Station at Kayangulam. The
etiology of the root disease is still

Research

‘under invesbigation but the work done

so far has shown that by judicioug
manuring and cultural practices’ the
affected ftrees can be made to give
economic yields. It has been shown '
that spraying with 02 per cent of
DDT. is effective’ against the leaf.
eating cater-pillar and that spraying
breedmﬂ places of the rhinoceros

beetle with B.H.C. at low concent-
rations of even up to 0.01 per cent

was lethal to the beetle grubs.
Development Schemes

“The Committee has recently sanc-
tioned two coconut - development,
schemes, one for West Bengal and the
other for the Andamans. Lhese have
started functioning. Conditions in
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West Bengal are said to be eminently = of the technological items of work re-
suitable for coconut cultivation. Ex- lating to coconut calling for urgent
perienced staff for running the coconut investigation. The Committee has so
development scheme in the Andamans far been handicapped for want of
was sent by the Committee about three funds, but with the enactment of -the

months back. Indian Coconut Committee (Amend-
: ment) Act, 1952, which provides for
Regulated Markets collection of cess from all power mills

«“On the economic side the Com-  crushing copra, the Committee’s

mittee has investigated the possibilities finances are likely to improve and we
of setting up regulated markets for hope that the Committee will be able

copra in the Travancore Cochin, Mad- to underfake schemes which it could
ras and Mysore States. Enquiriesin. 1Ot sponsor for want of funds.
to, the cost ef cultivation of coconuts

in the Travancore-Cochin State have “These, Sir, are in brief some of
been conducted and the results have the activities in which the Committee
been published. A similar enquiry is has been engaged since ifs establish-
now being conducted in Malabar and ment. With better financial assistance
South Kanara Districts. In consult- and larger interest in the affairs
ation with the Directorate of Market- of the Committee from those who
ing and Inspection, grade speci- are atthe helm of affairs and the public,
fications for coconut oil and standard we hope that we shall, be able
contract terms for milling copra have to embark upon a fmore -extensive
been presctibed for adoption by the programme relating to the various fune-
trade. Pilot schemes for the correct tions which have been assigned fto the
estimation of area and yield statistics Committee.
have been sanctioned for the States of .
Madras, Bombay, Travancore-Cochin “Before I request you to inaugurate
and Mysore;  The Mysore scheme hag  the 17th meeting of the Commiftee, I
been started and will be completed by, once again express our thanks fo you
the end of 1953. ~ou: for your presence amidst us in spite of
ii; the pressure of a heavy Parliamentary
“On the techmnological side, the Session. I shall now request you, Sir,
Committee has not been able to do to inaugurate this meeting of the
much so far beyond preparing a list Imdian Central Coconut Committee.”-

R
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Essentials of

Applicable

THE coconut palm is not only use-
. ful to man in a wide variety
of ways but it bears fruit throughout

the year.
coconut palin could yield up to0150 nuts

a year and thie wonld go on for 60 to"

*0 ‘years. In some places ‘coconut

trees properly cultivated and manured”

have been known to.be good bearers
even after 100 years.

Bub many growers are not aware
of the propei methods of raising seed-
lings, planting them or taking care
of them. In the Chathamangalam,
Puttur, Ilathil, Balusseri, Meppayur
and Perambra villages of Malabar
‘District, coconut seedlings are planted
in very small pits, often only 9 inches
deep. The above places are high

and dry and seedlings should be plant--

ed inpits which are 3 or 4 feet cube.
~ Only then could the bole of the palm
develop properly and, when fully deve-
loped, be ' 'beneath the soil surface.

Such deep 'planted palms will haved:
7,000 to 8,000 roots, will be’ able to

resist drought and yield long
for 80 to 100 years.

,. that is,

palm is surface-planted, part of the
bole is exposed above the soil surface
and the number of roots is reduced.
Such palms will not have more than
1,000 to 2,000 roots and they will be
oasily affected by drought.

170 : ;

Such a

If properly cared for, a

tree and . tree is provided,

If the coconut

Plant Growth
to Coconut

small complement of roots is unable to
serve the needs of the growing frunk
and crown and the tree becomes un-
healthy i about 25 to 80 years. More-
over, ‘on account of the poor root
anchorage, the tree is likely fo get
uprooted in strong winds.

If coconut palms are planted in' "
pits of the proper depth and sufficient
space is allowed between them, they’
will grow and bear for about.a hundred
years. Lf adequate distance between
the palms
will grow up straight and gain height
slowly.

As most people are not aware of"
the conditions that make for the pro-
per growth of plants, they are des- °
eribed below o

The first thing to bear in mind is
that plants have life 'ag 1much “as ani-
mals. ‘They too take in food, breathe,
grow and propagate their species and
they too require for their growth air,
water, ' light, a suitable chmate and
proper environments.

Air

A plant takes in air through all its
parts. lf seeds are dibbled too deepin
the soil they rof far lack of soil areation.
Tiny seeds like those of greens, chillies,
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brinjals, tomatoes etc. should ‘mot-be
covered by more than a 4” layer of
‘soil. The seeds of bitter gound, snake
gound, ash gound ete. should not be
_dibbled deeper than ¥’ below the soil
surface.
deep or if the level of the coconut
garden is raised too much by the
addition of soil, the roots of the palm
are apt to rot and the tree may be
ruined. Two years ago, about 100
coconut palms in a garden at Ariyallur
in Ernad Taluk (Malabar District)
were injured because .the level of the
garden was raised by the addition of
fresh soil.

In low-lying areas, on account of
waterlogging, there is inadequate soil
- areation and cocouut palms standing
. in such soils deteriorate. There ' are
-many such coconut gardens mnear the
.'backwaters. In such gardens drainage
channels should be dug and the exeess
watber drained off. Butif the level 'is
too low: for drainage channels to be
effective, it must be raised gradually
by the addition of soil. A 120-acre
coconut garden at Vettakkal in Tra-
vancore-Cochin has been improved in
this manner. The palms which once
were having tapering crowns and small
nuts have now healthy well formed
crowns and the nuts are larger and
bigger in number. Without any special
manuring and by merely rectifying the
condition of waterlogging, the above
results were achieved.

. In hard laterite soils, unless the
soil is regularly - cultivated, it may

If the coconut is planted too

become caked up and hard and’ the
roots may get damaged for lack of
aeration. BSoil aeration is essential for
the nutrients in the soil to become
available for the plants. It is, there-
fore, ~quite mnecessary - that the soM.
should be dug and kept stirred and
aerated. This is particularly so in the
case of hard laterite soils.

Water

Plants, li ke animals, cannot subsist
without water. Tt is owing to lack of
water that coconut does not thrive
well in the loose sandy soil ‘of the
stretch of land from - Shertallai to
Alleppey (Travancore-Cochini, of Ida-
kazhiyur (Malabar) and: Trikkarippur
(South Kanara). The water-table in
these areas is very low and 'the soil
does not have any water-holding capa-
city. For the coconut to grow well the
roots should be enabled ' to draw in
sufficient moisture without being
water-logged. The water-table should
be neither too low nor too high. Du.
ring the rainy season the water-table

should be at least 4 feet below the

soil surface and during the summer it
should not be lower than 20 feet.

In areas where the water table is
very low and the effects of drought are
felt there are two ways of preservmg
moisfure in the soil.

1) Grow a green manure crop in
the garden and incorpate it into the
soil.

2) Cultivate the soil in.November-
December and keep the top soil stirred.
This will prevent loss 'of the sub-soil
moisture by capillary'évaporation.
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Light
Plants require plenty of light for

their growth. If plants exist too close
to each other they bend and grow in

the direction of the light. 1t has been

recognized from ancient times that
trees like mango, Jack and tamarind

should be planted 50 feet apart, coco-
nuts 28 feet and arecanut 10 feet. If

coconut trees are planted too close fto
each other, their energy is taken up

in gaining height for the sake of light
and the yield is poor. In Mjysore,
only 40 to 50 coconubt ftrees are
planted to an acre. The trees there
grow straight up without bends and
yield well. They gain height only
slowly. As trees that stand on the
borders of gardens, road-sides and
river-sides get plenty of light they
yield much better than those in the
interior of gardens. The friangular
method of planting is better to enable
coconut palms to get more air and
light. Moreover the triangular method
will enable 64 trees to be planted to an
acre.

Climate

Extremes of cold and heat and ex-
cessive rains are conditions unfavour-
able to plant growth. In the coconut-
growing regions of India these condi-
tions do not exist. Although if may
not be possible for man to change
climatic conditions, the adverse effects
of drought could be combated by irris
gation, cultivation and the addition to
the soil of organic manure.

Food

Plant food is known as manure.
Coconut is manured properly by adding
to it a complete manure as a basic
manure and some modern concentrates.
The complete manure is applied more
for the purpose of ‘improving the tex-
ture of the soil. Only'if the texture of
the soil .is good, can 'its water-
holding capacity be preserved.  Cattle
manure, compost, green leaves; back-
water silt and water weeds ‘are all
complete manures which improve - soil
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texture. Any one of these could be
applied at the rate of 100 1b. per tree.
The actual application is done in broad
shallow basins dug round the palms.
Over this, ash, prawn dust, ground-
nut cake or bone meal is. applied ac-
cording to requirements. Anyone of
the following manure combinations
may thus be applied:-

1) Prawn dust or fish guano 10 1b.

Ash 30 1b.
2) Any oil cgke 15 1h:
Ash e 30 1b.
3) Bone meal... 5 1b.
Ash 30 1b.
4) Duek’s droppings 15 1b.
Ash sy e G 80D
5) Ammonium Sulphate 4 1b.
Potassium Sulphate 2 1b.
Super Phosphate ... 3 1b.
After applying a basic manure
apply any one of the above manure
combinations.

- The cost of cultivation surveys con-
ducted by the Indian Central Coconut
* Committee, in Travancore-Cochin and
Malabar go to show that only a small per
centage of coconut gardens are properly
manured. The number of gardens of
which the per acre yield is more than
3,000 coconuts is also very small.

Those who own both coconts
gardens and paddy fields apply _a.ll

available manure to the paddy crop.
The coconut is practically neglected.

But growing & green manure crop
in coconut gardens and incorporating
it into the soil, is something which
everyone can do. It will not cost, in-
cluding the cost of the two ploughings
involved, more than Rs. 100 per  acre.
If green manure seeds do not become
readily available, the seeds of cowpea
‘can be sown and the crop incorporated
into the soil when it begins to flower.
When coconut is planted in virgin
soil, the trees may bear well for some
time without any special manuring,
but gradually the soil gets exhausted
and manuring becomes necessary.

Environmnets

Plants become - unhealthy .and

discased in soils which are water-logged

and when they (the plants) stand over~
crowded.. It is, therefore, essential to
keep all gardens, particularly coco-
nut gardens, well drained and: free
from weeds. The seasonal operations
of digging, ploughing,

of canals and tanks, - earthing

up of bunds and putting up of cross .

bunds, all should be attended to re-
gularly. If the garden is kept clean,
weeds and pests could be checked to a
great extent. By stirring the soil

(it is properly weathered. “Clean culti-

vation” is the motto of Western fa.r-
mers and we too should a.dopt if.

“%

" cleaning



Plantain Cultivation in Mysore

Coconut Gardens

IN Mysore they plant 45 to 50 co-
conut palms per acre in river-side
gardens and 40 trees per acre elsewhere.
Such' abundant spacing of palms makes
the cultivation of inter-creps in coconut
gardens very easy. In riparian areas,
plantains are cultivated between rows
of coconut palms. At least 3 lines of
plantains ‘are planted between coconub

rows. Between the lines of plantains

shallow' trenches are dug which get
filled with silt after the floods in the
rivers subside. ‘'When the silt dries' up
it is dug out and applied to the base of
the plantains. The rest of the garden
is 'dug up’'well 'at the beginning ' of
summer and the soil kept loose.” The
plantains are not transplanted for
three years following the first planting.
In the fourth year all the plantains are

uprooted, the garden dug up afresh and’

the plantains planted again. Farmers

get''a/ met annual profit’ of Rs. 200-per

acre from pla.ntams alone

Certain good varietios of planta,ms
are grown in coconut gan:dens situated
in areas where facilities for 1rr1ga.t1on

exist. Two lines of plantains are:

planted between every two rows 'of
palms. Two trenches 2 ft. wide and 2
ft. deep are opened between the rows
of palms leaving a distance of 6 _ft.
between the frenches and plenty of
rubbish and cattle manure put in the

174

' are uprooted

trenches, between the ''stckers ‘away
from ' 'their bases. 'In''November the
sides of the trenches are trimmed. In
December watering commences. Water=
ing is done on a liberal scale, once

_or twice a week. Hither an oil engine

or an electric motor is used for purposes
of irrigation, and as thdf coconut gar-
dens are situated in wvalleys the water
table is not very low. Asthe plantains
are copiously watered in summer, the

bunches they yield are first rate ones,

The plantains’ate not transplanted
for the next three years during' which
soil is added to them;iiso 'that at the
end of the period the plantains stand
on bunds having channels'in bétweden.

Watering is done by letting water into!

the in-between channels. About' ‘950
plantains are planted to an acre. The
yield is ‘at' the rate of 250 bunches at

' the end of the 1st year, 400 at' the end "
of the 2nd year'and ‘600 at' the end' of ’
the'3rd year. Plantain cultivation has
a great beneficial effect on the coconuts.

In the" fourth 'year the pla,nta.ms

“'and ' newly' '‘planted. "

Otherwme, some other crops like cab-

bage or, -coriander is - grown. Any' one
of the crops brings in a net profit’ of

_.Rs..200-390 per acre. All this is pos-

gible because coconuts are planted in
straight lines and are properly spaced.



June 6pératioﬂs in Coconut Garciens_

.BEFORE the heavy rains of ' June
and July the cross bunds in the gardens
should be repaired and strengthened
so that the rain, water  does not flow
off but soaks into the garden itself.
This is essential to prevent soil erosion.

Those who cannot afford to raise a
green mantre crop in ‘their gardens
should have: broad circular ' basins
about 10/ ft. in diameter  dug round
their palms in June for' "applying’ ma
nures. All non-functioning roots of the
palms should be cut and removed with-
out' injuring the new and tender roots.
The manure should be'dpplied in such a
manner as not to touch the Bole of the

palm. A'head-load of green leaves and
three baskets of cattle manure should

be spread 'in each basini” and covered
with a8-inch layer of earth.' Tn August,
1 or 2 tins of ash should bé put’in each
bagin' and whole basin covered up.

June and'July are the months most
guitable for| the! application to newly
planted ‘seedlings ‘of speéial mantres
which willoenable them to grow up
quickly. -Among: such 'special’ manures
are:ammonium sulphate, ‘urine, cilcakes
and fish guano. . Ammonivwm ‘sulphate
should be sprinkled in'the bagin round
the seedling at/the irate 'of 3 1b. for
one-year old seedlings, % 1b.. for 2-year
olds,z§:Ib. 'for those ‘which ‘are 3.years
old and 11b. for 4-year old ones.The am-
monlum sulphate should be sprinkled
when it rains heav1ly, a little away

from the bole of the pahn Thls should

be done twice—once in June and

again in July.

If there is a school mnearby, the
urine from the  urinal could be col-
lected and applied to the palms. The
application may be at the rate-of 8. to
32 ounces per tree per week according
to the age of 'the seedling: 'Oilcakes,
prawn dust and fish guano “also may be

applied ‘at the rate'of 1 to 4 1b:, accor.
ding to the age of the seedlings. ' They
should be sprinkled in the basins'round

the seedling and forked into the 'soil.

It is during the heavy rains that
the incidence of the rhinoceros beetle
is the heaviest. When the palms are

climbed for collecting nuts the crowns
gshould bé ' cleaned, the beetles taken
outof their holes with the aid of'a hook

and the holes themselves:filled with a
mixture of sand and B. H. G -

Copra-drying is difficult during
the rains and those who own copra
kilns are few. The price 'of coeconuts,
therefore, 'suffers a severe *decline
duting the rainy months.  During 'this
geason coconuts do not mature as
quickly as ‘they do in the suinmer.
Therefore, they’ should be harvested
only after they become fully ripe. If
they are kept 'till September good pﬂces
may be obtauned

It isin June that mter-crops like
cow:pea and ragi.are raised in coconut
gardens. It is usual for the coconut

growers of Ponani taluk to cultivate
(Continued on page 177)
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Manuing Young Coconuts Planted
on Hillocks

Question: I have in my coconut garden

seedlings aged one year, two years,
and three years. The garden is
situated on a fairly high hillock,
and laterite stone can be seen at
a depth of three feet. The seed-
lings planted by me were obtained
partly from the same locality,
partly from  hilly regions, and
partly from the Pattambi Farm.
I have applied green leaves and
ash to the seedlings. The pits
have not been covered up with
sand except in respect of the three-
year old seedlings of which the
pits have been filled up with sand.
What manure should I apply to
these young coconuts? When and
how should the manure be applied?

~ Answer: The land is not quite suitable

for coconut planting since it is
& fairly high hillock and there is
laterite stone below three feet of
the surface. The trees are bound
to suffer during the summer months
and will take a fairly long time to
bear, Coconuts require a fairly
deep soil and good soil moisture
during the dry months if they are
to grow and yield well. This
aspect of coconut cultivation has
been well emphasized in the hand-
book on coconut cultivation pub-
lished by the Indian Central Coco-
nut Committee:

Since you have already plant-

ed the coc¢onuts you thay adopt. the
following methods:-

1. The lands may be provided with
suitable bunds and terraced so that
the rain water may soak through
the soil instead of going out as
run-off water.

2. A green manure crop of sunn-
hemp or Crotalaria siriate may
be raised during the South-west
monsoon period and incorporated

into the soil towards the end of
the rains.

3. Green leaf, cattle manure and
ash-are very good manure for coco-
nuts. Liberal doses of these 1iray
be given. The seedlings may be.
given, as an alternative, about 5 1b.
of groundnut oil cake and 1lb. to
11Db. of amnmonium sulphate towards
the end of the rains early in Septem-
ber. 10 to 20 1b. of good ash may
be applied by October middle and
again in April-May. About 1 Ib.
of bonemeal or superphosphate may
also be applied when the green leaf
is applied. It may be noted that
ash and ammonium sulphate should
not be mixed up. There should at
least be an interval of about a
month between the application of
ash and ammonium sulphate.

Cleaning Crowns of Coconut trees

Question: Can the decaying matter at

the top of the coconut tree be
removed at all times ?

Answeri-  All the old spathes, stipules

and other matter which come off
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easily when pulled by hand may
be removed at the time of each
harvest although cleaning of the

" crowns of coconut trees is general-
ly done only once a year in Sep-
tember or November-December or
in May before the regular monsoon
sets in.

Use of Insecticides against
~ Rhinoceros Beetle

Question: Isit not possible to use in-
gecticides . to kill the rhinoceros
beetle? If so, how ?

Answer: Though insecticides like
B.H C, D. D. T. etc. have been
found to be definitely lethal to the
rhinoceros beetle under laboratory
conditions, it has not yet been possi-
ble to use them for the control of
the beetle under natural conditions.

This is due to the fact that the
beetles burrow into the axils of
leaves and when they are in the
burrows they don’t come into con-
tact with the insecticides in suffici-
ent quantities to get killed. Further
the effect of the . insecticides 'ig
rapidly lost under natural condi-

tions. However, trials have shown
that B. H. C. 5 per cent dust, when

mixed with equal quantity of sand
and applied in the leaf axils, pre-
vents the attack of the beetle for
two or three months. Regular
spraying of the crowns with 0.026%
B. H. C. may also serve fo prevent

the attack of the beetle. :The best

way to tackle the beetles is fo kill
them in the grub stage in breeding
places, such as manure pits, compost
heaps etc. Spraying compost heaps
and manure pits with. 0.026% B.H.
C. is found to kill the grubs of the
beetles.

[ Continued from page' 175 ]

cowpea and ragi in their gardens.
They prepare raised beds and plant the

ragi seedlings 18” apart. Between the,,
ragi seedlings cowpea seeds are dibbled.
In some coconut gardens of Mysore

intercrops of ragi and corn are raised.
Corn is planted in rows 10 ft. apart
and ragi is planted between these rows.
Corn is cut down before the ears are
formed to serve as cattle feed.

1n newly planted coconut gardens
tapioca is planted in June. The plan-
ting beds should have a width of 14

_tapioca.

ft. at the base and 1 ft. at the top.
They should be 1 ft. high and the di.
stance between beds should be 2 ft.
Ash is the most important manure for
If properly planted and
manured 10,000 to 15,000 1b. of tapioca
can be eollected from an acre of land.
In the castern parts of Malabar and
South Kanara districts people from
Travancore plant ¢coconut and cultivate
tapioca as above. The cost of planting:
coconuts is realised from the sale of
the tapioca crop. ;




News and Notes

HHE geventeenth meeting of the
T Indian Central Coconut Co mmit-

tee 'was held on the afternoon of the 8th -

April, 1953 in the Law College Halls
Ernakualam under ¢he presidentship of
Shri K. R Damle, I. C. 8., President of
the Committee-

‘The meeting was inaugurated by the
Hon’ble’ Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh,
Union Minister for Agriculture. The
Hon’ble Minister expressed gra.tlﬁca.hoa
at the work the Committes was doiag in
the ‘ihatter of the distribution among
coconut growers of quality © seedlings,
fundamental reseirch at the Central Co-
contt Research. Station,” Kasaragod,
investigations of the pests and diseases of
the coconut palm at Kayangulam etc.
and declared that the progress already
made by the infant Coconut Committee
augnred well for the future. They had
not only to bridge the gulf between de-
mand and production but also -step ‘up
production 50 as to keep pace with the
continually increasing demand. The Hon’-
ble Minister ! suggested to the Committee
the celebration of ‘a “Coconut Day” on
the lines of “Vana Mahotsava”, starting
of coconut nurseries where they do nofb

_exist'ab present, opening of regional re-’

gearch stations .in various parts of ‘the
country and publishing the results of
important researches carried out by the
Committee in various regional languages.
Concludiog, the Hon’ble Minister sxpres-
sed .ithe ' hope that th: Committee,
through its labours, would be able to
touch the lives of the coconut growers at
many points so that the name of the
178

Committee may be to them a benediction
and a blessing. (F'ull text of the Hon’-
ble Minister’s speech may bé seen elge-
where in this issue).
% * %

Harlier, Shri K. R. Damle, President
of the Committee requesting the Hon'ble
Minister to inaugurate the meeting re-
ferred to the circumstances in which the
Committee was 'seb upin 1945 ‘and the
short-term and long-term: - measures
adopted by it since, to step up fthe
production of coconuts. (The text of the

President’s speech is also” published
elsewhere in this issue).
The Committee unanimously re-

€lected Shri K. P. Madhavan Nair, Mem.
ber, Council of States, as its Vice-
President for one year from 1st May 1953.
The Committes also appointed the

Finance and other sub-commiftfees for
1953-54. :

Arising out of a discussion on.a resolu-
tion moved by a mewmber that the
imports of coconuts and coconut products -
be restricted, the Committee decided.to
recommend to the Government of India.
that the imports of copra and coconut
oil be limited to 50,000 tons durilié 1953 :
54 in terms of copra.

The Cominittes eonsidered the ques-
tion of fixing & 5 year target for steppmg ,
up the producbxou of coconuts in the
country and of devising ways and means
for the purpose and dicided to set up an
ad hoc sub-committee consisting of the
Directors of Agriculture, Madras, Tra-
vancore-Cochin, Mysore. Bombay and’
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Orissa,  or their representabives, the
Director, Central . .Coconut Research
Station, Kasaragod and the Secretary of
the Committee to suggest concrete pro-
posals for stepping up the production of
coconuts in the country during a disignat.
ed period ‘of time. '

“'The Committee 'had, since August
1952, enhanced the annual 'subscription
of its popular moathly “Bulletin” from
6:annas to 12 annas. It had, hrwevar,
been represented’ to the Committes that
having regard fo the valuable naturs of
the service rendered by the Balletin it
would be useful ' if the subscription was
retained at the old rates. The Committee,
therefore, decided to reduce with effect

from August, 1953 the annual subscrip-
tion of the Committee’s monthly Bulletin
from 12 annas to 6 annas and to appoint &
specially trained officer to stimulate and
promote the circulation of the publi-
cation so that it could reach a larger
percentage of coconut growers and result
jn “the adoption of better methods of
cultivation by an increasing number ' of
growers.’ Pests of the coconut palm like
the rhinoceros - beetle, - the ' leaf-eating
caterpillar; the red palm weevil “ete. are
responsible for'd considerable redtuction
in the ‘yield'of coconut palme and the
Committee decided to publish and distri-
bute free of cost pamphlets on the control

regional languages of the coconut grow-
ing States of India.

_ Among ofher things, the Committee
resolved ‘to” recommend to ‘the Govern-
meént of India that, during the hs.lf-year
endmg Deceniber 1953 ,COpIa and cooonuﬁ

oil of the order’ of 25,000 tons in terms
of copra might be allowed to be imported
and that restrictions on the import
of potash be removed in view of its gr ow-
ing demand in the country for nuse in_the
cultivation of eoconuts.

F * £ *

The Hon'ble Dr. Panjabrao 'Desh.
mukh, Miaister for Agriculture, Govern-
meat of India who inaugurated the I7sh
meeting of the Indian, Central Coconut

Com nittes on the Sth April 1953, arrived
at Cochin by air on that day and was

received at the aecodrome by Messrs.
K. P. Madhavan Nair & K. Gopalan, Vice
President and the Secretary respectively
of the Committee. He left Ernakulam
for Madras by air on the 9th April.

Shri K. R. Damle, President of the

Committee arrived at Brnakulam on the

' 6th April 1953 and was 'received at the

aerodrome by Shri K. Gopalan, Secretary
of the ‘Committee.
of the Committee and the Coconut Naur-
gery at' Parur on the 9th instant and left

for Bombay on the 10th April 1953.

® * *.‘ o ’ *.‘ .

He visited the office

 Among distinguished. ws:tors to the: 4

Central Coconut Research
Kayangulam, during March 1953 was Dr.

of the pests of' the' coconut palm 'in the* D-J. Finney, F. A. O. expert in statistics

‘'and Mr. M. Lury, Chief Engineer of

Messrs, Pest Control Litd., of Cambridge
(U "K]}: ‘Dr. Finney evinced great interest
in the trace element manurjal experi-

~ments that are proposed to be started at
the station in the coming season. Mr.
Lury was | greably impressed by a demon- e

Statlon- . .
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gtration of sprayiny and dusting of
coconut palms.

* * % *

Under the spraying scheme imple-
mented by the Central Coconut Research
Station, Kayangulam 11,445 trees were
gprayed for the leaf disease, durivg Feb-
ruary 1953 inthe taluks of Meenachil,
Kunnathur, and Kottayam in the Travan-
core-Cochin State.. The number of trees
gprayed {rom the lst December, 1952 to
98th February, 1953 was of the order of
35,878.

* * * *

Shri R. Venkatasubba Raddy of
Tindivanam, 3 member of the Indian
Central Oilseeds Committee and Indian
Central Sugarcane Committee visited the
Central Coconut Research Station,
Kasaragod, in March 1963. He expressed
great appreciation of the work done af
the station and felt that the station would
prove an importsnt one not only for
Indie but for all coconub-growing
countries.

Two parties of students from local
High Schools accompanied by their
teachers aleo visited the station in March
. 1953, and were shown round the farm.

* * * *

A meeting of the epecial Sub-Com-
mittee which has been constituted to
scrutinise and approve of plans and esti
mates for works at the Central Cocoaub
Research Station, Kasaragod met at the
Station on the 18th March, 1953, to

consider plans and estimates for the
laboratory and office and other works
at the station.

* * * 5

The Horticultural Assistant, Coco.
nut Nursery Scheme, Assam, has reported
that during the month of February, 1953
fiftyfive coconut s°edlings were sold from
the nursery at Kahikuchi functioning
under the joint auspices of the Agsam
Government and the Indian Central
Coconut Committee. During the four
months from Novewber, 1952 to Febru-
ary, 1953 the total number of seedlings
distributed from this pursery was of the
order of 561.

* * x* *

The Director of Agriculture ang
Food Production, Oriesa has reported
that during January, 1953, 100 coconut
seedlings were distri: uted among 12
growers from the nursery at Balia.
There was no distribution of seedlingg
from the nurseries at Puri and Cuttack
during the month. The total number of
seedlings supplied from these: three nur-
geries which are run under the joint
auspices of the State Government and
the Indian Central Coconut Committee
for the period of ten months from April,
1952 to January, 1953 is of the order of
12,722.

* * * *

Superior types of plants are likely fo .
be developed as scientiste study the
effects of atomic radiation upon plant
reproduction and growth. Scientiste
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believe that changes brought about by
exposure of geeds to atomic radiation will
eventuslly improve plant strains and in-
crease crop yields, says a reported in “U.
S in Review’:

One of the most promising experi.
. ments is being carried out 2t the Brook_
haven Natloml Liaboratory of the U. S,
Atcmic Energy Commission. By expos
ing maize kernels to atomic radiation
gcientists are creating mutations, or
changes in hereditary charaeterict cs.

Afomic radiation provides a meang
of cr ating a great number of mutationg
in a short time, and scienticts at Brook-
baven are now studying the first and
second generation offsprirg of irradiated
plants. They are seeking desirable
mutants of characteristics which could
be developed on ‘& commercial scale.

These studies are based on the scien-
ce of genetics, one of the great sciences of
our time. - Each living cell,. plant, or
animsl contains thousa nds of specialised
chemical units called genes. These de-
termine the physical inheritance of
offspring. They are the basic regulators
of processes involving the life, growth,
pnd health of each living thing.

Fach of the  multitude of genes nor-
mally . raproduces itself faithfully from
generation to . _generation-except about
once in.every million times. Then a
chemical or physical change occurs which
regults in & changed individual or muta-
tion. These mutations may be inherited:

By using radiation, the geneticist
can induce a variety of mutations. Some-

times the new strain produced is more
valuable than t e original. By in-breeds
ing the new strain with the best of'the
old strains an entirely new and better
plant is developed.

Research workers at ' Brookhaven
hope to @peed the incorporation  into
hybrid maize of 8 genetic mutation which
will reenlt in a shorter hybrid plant with
a Ligher proporfion of gruin to stalk
'This desirable nintation appeared in a
saeetcorn live s nd has been incorporafed
into several i1 bied strains of tield corn:

* x * * * -

8hri S. K. Kallapur (Growers’ re-
presentative), Shri K. P. Madhavan Nair
and Mr. C. E. Bipghsm (Coconut Oil
Indusfry representatives), the Agricul.
tural Commissioner with the Governmenf -
of India, the Dn'ector of Agriculture,
Mysore and Shri V. J. Joseph (Represen.
tative of the Travancore Chamber of
Commerce) have been renominated fo
the Committee for a period of three years
with effect from the 1st April 1958

In the place of Sri V. R. N&yanar
who represented the growers of coconut
on the Committee since 1945, Shri A.-
Appu, M. L. A. (Madras) has been nomi-
nated for the same period and in the
place of the Director of Agriculture
:Wadras, the Oilseeds Specialist, Coimba-
ore.

3 * * %

Mr. J. Malcolm Orchard, Agricul-
tural Information Adviser to fhe Indian
Council of Agricultural Research, New

—
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Delhi came down to Erankulam in the
last week of March 1953, at the invitation
of the Indian Central Coconut Commitiee
to advige the Committee on ways and
means of improving the contents, get-up
and circulation of the Cowmmittee’s
monthly *“Bulletin’>. Me. Orchard's sug-
gestions were considered by the Committes
at its mectin z held on the 8th April and
mauy of them were acc:pted. It isaccord-
ingly proposed to have a young agricule
tural graduate with a flair for silesman-
ghip trained in the latest Ameriean
methods of circalation promotion, so that
a higher percentaze of litarate coconus
growers could becoms subscribers to the
“Bulletin” and results of scientific re-
gearch on coconut taken t> as large s
number of growers, as possible.

* * * *

The Indian Cocoaut Committee
(Amendment) Act, 1952 enacted by Par-
liament at -its last Winter session has
come into force since the 1st April 1953.
According to-the Amendment Act all
power mills craghing copra irrsspective
of the number of haads employed by
them will be obliged to pay cess oa the
qggnhities of copra crushad by  the n at
the rate ol 4 annas per cwt It may be
recalled that, under the original Indian
Coconut Committes Act, 1944. cess could
be collected only from mills coming
under the purview of the Faclories - Act
and thab this restriction led to a diminu-
tion in the Committee’s revenue as more
and more mills were struck off ths

register of factories.

The Amendment Act makes it obli-

gatory on the owaers - of such mills as
were in existence at the tims the ‘Act
cam> into force to furnish to the Collector
of Coantral Excise conc2raed, within 14
days of coming int> force of the Act,
particulars of the nams a#di situabion of
the mill. name and address of the owner,
address to which communications relat-
ing to the mill may be sent and the total
capacity of the mill to crush copra. The
owners of ths mills which are set up after
the coming into force of the Amendment

Act should furnish the above particulars
within 14 days of their establishment:
Failure to furnish the above particulars.
is punighable with imprisinment which,
may extend to three months or with fine
which may extend to Rs. 500 or with both:

* * R * 3 *

The Committss is participating in
the following thres exhibitions which are
bsing held - during the periods noted
against each: :

All India Agricultarals 17th April
Industrial and Educational | 1953 to 80th
Exhibition, Trichur. April 1953.
S. N. D. P. Golden Jubilee | 8 weeks
Exhibitioa, Quiloa. from 17th
: April; 1953 .

11th to 26th
April, 1953.

Health, BEducation and
Industrial HExhibition,
- RKozhikode.

-
Lo e




|. COCHIN, ALLEPPEY. & CALICUT-

The daily prices of coconuts, copra, coconut oil and coconub oil cake at Cochin,
Alleppey, and Calicut from the 11th March to 10th April 1953 are given below:—

Coconyt oil cake

Coconuts per1000 Copra per ton Coconut oil pgr ton S toss
B b ¢ . -
gHana iy flo sagos BpinolB 10 fiar g =
Date | & g 2 ! Bt ok 3 2 = ) 2 g
SR R Sid Fpissad Gislome  0dO Droordss -0
Rs«Rs. Ras. Rs.  Rs. 8. - Rs. Rs. Rs. Re: B Re
11-3-53 | 162-8 * 152- 8| 1275- 5 1248- 5 1248 1896.13 1889- 91920 | 862. 5 342 352
12-3-68 | 165  * 167-'8|1271- 11248- 5 1956 | 1-92- 91881 ~ 1920 | 358-'1 342" 3852
13-3.563 | 170 * “167. 8| 1268- 8 1248- 5 1248 | 1883- 4 1889- 91896 | 358- 1 349 352 .
14-3-53 | 1790 155 170 1268- 8 1282- 8 1240 | 1888- 4'1916-151920 | 3858- 1 342" 352
15-3-53 SUNDAY :
16-3-53 | 170 % 16312 1987- 4 1278-15 1256 | 1918- 2 1902- 61920 | 358- 1 349 352
17-8.53 | 170. * 167- 8] 1300- 11282: 8 19256 | 1935- 3 1923-121920 | 8625 342 352
18-3-53 | 175 170 167- 8| 1278-12 1282- 8 1980 | 1905- 5 1915- 31936 | 358- 8 342 3562
19-353 | 17238  * 167- 8| 1223 1282- 8 1264 | 1909-10 1910-15 1936 | 362- 5 342 352
20.3=53 | 170 * ' 162~ 8| '1265-15 1248- 5 1248 | 1884 1902- 51936 | 358- 1 349 359
01-3-53 | 170 169-8 161~ 4| 1254-14 1259-12 1232 | 1867 1795-81904 | 858- 1 837-12 352
92.3-53 | - SUNDAY ‘ :
23-3-53 | 170 * 150 19492-151281- 3 1224 | 1845-11 1863-141888 | 358- 1 333- 7 352
24-3-53 | 165 2= 150 1237-13 1214- 2 1208 | 1845-11 1846-13 1888 | 353-13 324-14 344
95-3-53 | 165 160 155 | 1242. 11197 = 1200 | 1849-15 1846-131872 | 853-13 324-14 336
96-3-53 | 165 ®i& 165 1248.16 1214- 2 19232 | 1858~ 7 1868- 31888 | 349- 8:333. 7 336
27.3-53 | 165 | * 157~ 8| 1258- 51248- 5 1232 | 1875- 8 1898- 21888 | 849: 8 333- 7 336
28-3-58 [ 160 162-8155 1256- 9 1248- 5 1232 | 1871-4 1872- 71888 | 853-138 333- 7 336
29-3.53 SUNDAY .
30-3-53 | 165 *. 155 1260 1239-12 1232 | 1875- 8 1881 1888 | 853-13 333. 7 336
31-3-53 | 170 * 152- 8| 1276- 31288. 1 1232 | 1892- 9 1872- 71872 | B863-18 333- 7 328
1-4-53 | 170 160 160 1257- 71239-12 1248 | 1867  1863-141872 | 38568- 1 342 328
2-4-563 | 170 165 1249-12 5 1248 | 1858 * 1872 |"868=171 * .398
3-4-53 F . ° 165 % * 1916 * *- 1879 | . * B g‘g
- 4-4.53 | 170 160 168-12 | 1257- 71289-12 1240 | 1867 1863-141872 | 358- 1 842
5:4-587  #H SUNDAY
6-4-53 | 170 163-12 | 124«151231- 3 1232 | 1858- 7 1846-13 1872 | 353-13 342 336
7-4-563'| 170 162- 8| 1242-151222.10 1232 | 1844.13 1855- 61872 | 353-13 342 336
8-4:53 | 170 : 160 162- 8| 1246. 61222-10 19282 | 1854- 3 1855~ 61872 | 8563-13 342 336
9-4-53 | 170 155 | 1240- 61222.10 1232 | 1845-11 1846-131862.6| 353-13 342 336
10-4-23 | 170 157- 8| 1243-131222-10 1224 | 1854; 3 1846-131872 | 349- 8 342 836
: — o i
* No repork s 1ga

o o
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Prond Af Catannt Oif Prica in Coahin

(From Our Correspondent)

Cochin, 11th April, 1953.
QINCE sending my last despatch on
the 6th March, the price of co-
conub oil in this market improved till

the 17th of the month when itstood af .

Re. 1935 per ton. From the 18th,
however, it began to decline and was
Re. 1845-11 per ton on the 24th. There
was, however, some improvement
subsequently and the quotation at the
end of the month was Rs. 1892-9. The
downward price trend since the 1Tth
March has been attributed to large
deliveries in Bombay of oil contracted
for in February, the uncertainty
-caused by the Korean Peace Plan and
the reaction on coconut oil of an easing
in the price of groundnut oil.

The downward price trend has re-
mained since the commencement of the
current month. The arrival of consi-
derable stocks in the Cochin as well as
Alleppey markets on the eve of the

ed to continue till about 15th instant,
that is, until after Vishu.

The price of oil at Cochin on the
18t April was Rs. 1867 and on the 1ith
Rs: 1858.

The situation, however, could have
been easily worse but for certain re-
lieving factors of which mention may
be made of the steadiness of the Liondon
market during the last few days, the
appreciation of prices in the Colombo
market on account of bulk purchase by
the Chinese Government and the de-
mand for oil from Northern Indian
markets. It is reported that the
number of waggons of coconut oil
booked for Upper Indian destinations
during the first quarter of 1953 was 443
as against 320 for the corresponding
period of last year. The power cut
continues to be the cause of shortage in
ready stocks of oil. The prospect for

~ Baster holidays has aggravated to some the resft of the month appears
exfent the above trend which is expect- optimistic. :
- BOMBAY

The weekly wholesale prices of coconuts. copra, coconut oil and coconub
oil-cake at Bombay during the month of March 1953 are given below:-

: Copra per candy | §+ :
Coconuts per 100Q of 224qrs. -gf.; 55
== sl
New Old Edible [ S5 |28
Date : = B2 87
s g % - = = ga = 5 B -
= | =B T = o | = &l 2 |38 B
-] = =~ < = - — =) S - g a |©
g8 @ 3 g o & e o z [S&I78%
U 5 | w0 =) - = e =
Rs. | Rs, Rs Rs. | Rs. | Rs. Rs. Rs, Re. | Rs Rs
5—3—531225. 1250 1235 [ * |ay5 | 300 |378 |75 |865 |24-12]29
12—8-—53 {230 | 260 | 240 | * 285 | 310 | 385 | 370 | 360 |25- 8] 30
19—3—58 | 240 | 280 | 250 s 295 | 326 |395 | 885 |370 |26-0]|29
26—3—53 | 235 | 265 | 240« | * 285 | 315 |37 | 380 13865 |25-2|98
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caLOMBO

The weekly prices of Coconuts and Coconut products at Colombo
during the month of March 1953 are given below:-

COMMODITY UNIT 9:8:53 9-3<51% {| 16-3:63:¢| 23:3-53 4:32-3-53
: Rs Cts|Rs: CislRs. Cts.]Rs. CtsliRs  Cts.
Fresh Coconuts _ per 170.00 } 170.99 175.00 | 180.00 180.00
(Husked) used for 1000 nuts “to to t0 to to
Copra making and 175.00 175.00 | 1 180.00 | 185.00 | 185.00
el0€al cogsumption. '
Copra—Estate No 1 :
Quality at Buyer's |PerCandy} 192.50 | 202.5) 215,00 | 215.00 | 212.5)
Stores. of 560 1bs. :
Desiccated Coconut— Per 1b. 0.48 0.49 0.52 0.53 0.52
Whnarf delivery or
Buyer’s stores—Me-
dium and fine 50%.
Coconut oil —white, Per ton | 1250.¢0 | 1,300.00 | 1400.00 | 1,425.00; 1400.00
naked, wharf deli- ;
very
Commeodity Unit 7-3.58 | 14-3-53 | 21-8-53 | 28-3-53 |
_|Rs. Cts.|Rs- Cts Rs. Ots.|Rs. Cts,
Coconut (Husked) Per 1000 | 315.00 | 317.50 | 325.00 | 325.00
for export at Buyer’s nuts
shores

Iv. Malabar Markets

Arrlvals and sales of coconuts and copra in the different markets in
Malabar during March, 1953-

Commodity and Market barry over Arrivals Sales Balance
Coconuts (in thousands)
Kozhikode 811 - 4,391 4,659 543
Badagara 708 1,662 1,889 481
Ponani 278 683 548 413
Tellicherry & :
“Dharmadam 203 814 996 21
Com-d. (in candics of 700 1b)
Kozhikode 1,207 7,611 7,541 1 277
Badagara 1,790 5,136 5,214 p L 712
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Weekly prices of coconuts and copra in some of the Malabar
markets during March, 1953

Coemmodity and Markeb lst week |[2nd week @ |3rd week _ 4th week

Rs. Rs. : Rs. Rs.

Coconuts Husked (for 1000)
: Badagara 120 120 120 125
Ponani | 1573-160 160-165 155-165 160-1624

Tellicherry &
Dharmadam 147%-150 170-172 170-180 1725-180

Copra at Badagara Market

per candy of 700 1lbs.
Office 372 372 375 372
Edible Copra :

Dilpas 375 377 375 375
Madras 380 380 380 380
Rajapur 400 400 400 400

V. Straits Settlements

The weekly prices of coconut products at Singapore and Penang during
the months of January and February 53 are given below.

Singapore | Penang :
Copra | Coconut oil | Copra |- Coconut oil
January 1953 $ : $ $ $

St wash 40.50 57.50 40:25 57.00
2nd week 43.00 - 11169.50 43.00 59.25
3rd week 40.00 57.75 39.50 57.756

4th week 37.50 55.00 37.50 | - 55.00
February 1953 S
~ 1st week 38.50 56.00 -39.00 ~-56:00
2nd week 3900 58.00 39.00 7 58.00¢
oy 3rd week: 40.50 59.00 40.50 ©59.00
b 4th week 89.60 58.50 39.00 59,‘0(_)

‘Coconut Qil Cake: Prices remained at $ 12.00 per picul during January 1953.
| The prices quoted above are per picul {. o.b. Singapore ‘and Penang
inclulasive of, cost of containers, i. e second hand steel drums in the case of
coconut oil and gunny bags in the case of copra. " S

One picul=133% lbs, Oue M. Doller=Rs. 1—9—0

:V.\L



/

f

2]

VI lﬂgort? of :':cbéonu-ts, copra and coconut oil fnto [ndia during the month of Janmary 1953.
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“"STATE INTO WHICH IMPORTED

TOTAL FOR ALL
STATES FOR THE

TOTAL FROM THE
BEGINNING OF

bl ong,;:_lj;ztomﬁ : ‘ f MONTH APRIL, 1952
AND‘.«?“.SOUB.OE ‘ -'_{E'RAV-QOGHIN MADRAS ' BOMBAY WEST BENGAL QTY. VALUZ | QTY. VALUE
W= ‘QTY. . VALUE | QTY. VALUE | QTY. VALUE | QTY. VALUE
& 3 RE- L RRA RE- RS. & tra; Re.
Coconuts |
, Nos.|
Copra
(in ewts.)|
Ceylon : 5,080 | 327,850 5,080 | 327,850} 269,640(13,946 ,342
- Maldives , | 700, 28,885
Bt. Bettle- -

\, . ments } £ il A A # 6] 18,100] 8,47,48)
‘Beychelles ; 8,500 |502,012 8,500 | 502,012] 52,000| 2,801,074
[ B/ 8. 8,500| 560,700

ToraL i 13,580 | 829,868 13,530 |  820,868| 348,940 15,144,486
Colbnut. | = L & | i T SR I e
Oil(in cwts.) :
Ceylon | 18,700 (1,158,695 13,700, | 1,158,695 150,660] 11,332,342
Bt. Setble- )
; s 6,680 | 5108)4| 6,580 610.804| 134,580; 10,034,655
500 | 33,920 500 38,920 17,500 1,574,400
31,530] 1,995,778
500.| 38,920 | 20,280 1,669,499 20.730 |1.708,419] 334,320| 24 937,175

N. B. There were no imports of Coconuts during the month.

» Quantity less than 1 cwt.
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Prize for Arecanut Husking and Slicing Machine. - -

§

s The Indian Central Arecanut Committee has decided to
award a prize of Rs. 2000 to any person or body who designs
the best model of .a time-saving and economic machinery for
husking arecanut in all stages of maturity and capable of slicing

o the kernels and demonstrates its working to the satisfaction of

the Committee or a competent body appointed by it.

Further details regarding the prizs can be obtained from

The Secretary, Indian Central Arecanut Committee.
Post Box No, 14, Kozhikode.

MONTHLY BULLETINS

ISSUED BY

[NDIAN CENTRAL ARECANUT COMMITTEE
ADVERTISEMENT CHARGES.
Per Imsertion in one language (HEnglish, Malayalam or Kannada)

Ca” o W o Pt o fa” ]

Full page Rs. 20/- & month.”
Half page Rs. 10/- o
Quarter page Rs. 5/- 9
Apply to:
e The Secretary, :
Indian Central Arecanut Committes,
Calicut. - =
ARECANUT CROP IN INDIAN UNION ' =
- By
Sri K. Kunhikannan Nambiar, B, Sc. (Ag),
Secretary,

O CPDETD P a0 IS W3 S P 5

Indian Central Arecanut Committee, Calicut,
Price Re. 1/- Postage extra Re. 0—6—6

What the leading dailies say about the English Edttzé‘_@ A

#This comprehensive survey is a welcome effort in providing a-background from which
| the improvement and development of arecaput production and marketing can be undertaken.
‘Mr. Nambiar has carried out his task painstakingly. His findings ‘
part of an exhaustive report'.

i

D B0 SRS

................................. orm

THE HINDU, MADRAS.
"The report is thorough and a modelof its kind. The author Mr. K. K. Nambiartells
us about the tree and ifs fruit’. = &
JINDIAN  EXDRESS, | MADRAS.
“'Mr. Kunhikannan Nambiar has approached the-problems of the arecanut industry on
a much wider basis than was attempted to by investigators for many years".
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* GREEN MANURE CROPPING
* PARRY'S COCONUT FERTILISER

We suggest that you copy the DEMONSTRATION
SCHEME now being carried out on nearly 200
fields between BADAGARA and

CAPE COMORIN .

Our Representative in your area will be glad
to call on you and explain the details of our
SCIENTIFICALLY IMPROVED
COCONUT CULTIVATION
METHOD or you may write direct to:-

R TS o R T—

5 HCessrs-
PARRY & Co. A 3D

P. M. W DePr,, : P. B. 12, MADRAS.
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