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The poem that is now being presented to the public
~deals with the importance and efficacy of ‘Kedara Vrata’, -
-the observance of ‘Ashtami’ to propitiate God Siva and is an
important . contribution on the subject of Siva cult. Even
Parvathi was able to secure the exclusive gift of the ‘half-body’
of Siva only after observing rigorously this ‘Vrata’ for
twenty-one days. '

The secret and details of the Vrata were first explained
to Parvathi by the Saint Gautama. Nandikeswara taught the
same to Chitrangada the Celestial Dancer who in his turn
explained its efficacy to the King of Ujjain. The poem then
- narrates the story of.the two daughters of a Vysia at Ujjain
‘who observed this Vrata. -

The work is written in Kilippattu style which was
. popularised by Ezuthachan, the great peet-saint of Kerala. The
author Suppumman belongs to the Chittor School of poets who
followed the traditions of Ezhuthachan with religious zeal. He
lived at the time of Tippu’s invasion of Kerala and seems to
have predicted the fall of the Palghat fort built by him.

The manuscript of the work was secured by Sreeman P.
Krishnan Nair (Siromani) Junior Lecturer of the Department
(Retd.). He has edited the same with notes adding a lengthy
introduction containing many useful information about the
author and the work.

‘Kedara Mahatmyam’ is a valuable addition to the
Kilippattu literature of Malayalam.

C. A. MENON,
General Editor.
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