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Editor’s Notes

We started the yearin a rather wistful
strain when we bade farewell to five mem-
bers of the Staff, Our gloom was soon
dispelled by the arrival of five new faces,
all exuding the ardour of youth. They
were formally admitted into our ranks at
a tea party coaxed out of them by gentle
persuasions. Variety is the spice of life
and initiation ceremonies great fun but
parting is such sweet sorrow. The young
hands outnumber the old with just one or
two precariously suspended in ‘the middle.
To be faithful to the old or swear
allegiance to the new is their problem
although they are aware of the wisdom
of neutrality.

%** **¥

The gaiety of College life was eclipsed
by a tragedy when Samuel Thomas, Balaji,
was drowned at Thengilakadav, where he
had gone on an excursion with fellow
students. Quiet, smiling Balaji, popularly
known as ‘the boy with the Alsatians’,a
friend of the old and helpless, was snatched
irom our midst while yetin his teens.
But don't they whom the gods love die
young ?

x*x «*x

Our various associations have been-

more active this year — the reports of their
activities are longer.  Our students have
distinguished themselves in oratorical
contests held both in College and by other
local organisations. They participated in
the Quiz Programme for College students
organised by the AIR, Kozhikode. The
success of such ‘Brains Trust’ programmes
over the air lie in their frequency; and
from one precious Quiz programme once a
year, the AIR may profitably oblige
listeners with one every term.

*** ***

In response to an appeal by the World
Health Organisation, we celebrated World
Health Day on July 17, 1952. The meet-
ing was presided over by Dr. N. Achuthan
and addressed by the Municipal Health
Officer. Students, surfeit with lectures
in the class-rooms, would welcome a Health
Exhibition on such a day, which would
no doubt further more effectively the aims
of the W. H. O.

% *®

United Nations Day was celebrated
with a mock session when representatives
of different nations voiced their opinions
each in his or her characteristic ‘national’
style. Worthy of note were Com. Hashim-
sky who believed that Malayalam was a
Russian language and the French delegate
whose speech in “‘frenchified English”’ did
rouse cries of ‘Vive la France!’ from the
Visitors’ Gallery. This mock session would
have been a greater success had the repre-
sentatives appeared in their national
garbs. In fact, we maintain that the
United Nations Organisation — the real
oneof course- will meet with greater success
if it were to discard the colourless uni-
formity of dress in preference to the gay
national costumes. Every session will be
more dramatic,

*
*** #*

The jeint meetings of the Parliaments
of Guruvayoorappan and Christian Colleges
have not been very successful this year,
whatever the Parliament report might say.
Students of both institutions have evinced
very little interest on these occasions. The
entertainments were rather shabby, the
dubious histrionics of the actors and act-
resses exhibited before a disinterested
audience, quite reminiscent of  the
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Scriptural reference tocasting pearls before
swine, It is necessary that the entertain-
m:nt programme on these occasions receive
as much emphasis as the elocution con-
tests get ; and this can be done if the items
are contributed by different collegeson the
model of a ““College Pudding”’.

*** #*#

Independence and Republic Days
were celebrated with the usual flag-hoist-
ing ceremony and sports for the little
children, We are glad to note that the
Government are trying to mould the
little ones into model citizens by a free
gift of sweets —““‘messengers of prevailment
on unhardened youth”.

**%#

%7
Those who have gone out of this
College seemed to take agreater interest
this year in their Alma Mater than before,
It was evidenced in the celebration of “Old
Students’ Day” the first of its kind in the
annals of the Old Students’ Association,
Thanks to the untiring efforts and unstint-
ed co-operation of the old and present boys,
the full-day celebration was a success. In
the matches between the old and present
boys, the former annexed all the coveted
trophies save that of the Tug of War, an
item won by our boys through the great-
hearted efforts of our coach whose inspiring
and timely ““Heave I”” brought them the
last-minute success:

i**

**x
The rather mediocre performance of
our athletesin the College Day Sports is
a matter of concern. Athletes aretrained
not in spurts; and if round-the-year
efforts are lacking, even those who are
born sportsmen will fail to establish new
College records. In tune with this medio-
cre performance was the work of our
amateur cameramen ; this has led to a total
black-out of sports-snaps from this year’s
magazine. ;

' **t

We had a distinguished visitor in
Dr. Thomas P. Clark, Head of the Depart-
ment of History, University of Kentucky,
who was on a visit to Calicut to deliver an
extension lecture on ‘‘The Presidential
Election of 1952”. Dr. Clark addressed
our students on ‘“Aspects of American
Life’* and the questions that he had to
answer were brought within a reasonable
limit only by the intervention of the
Principal, who presided over the occasion.

**¥= **')F

Our College Day was celebrated under
the distinguished presidentship of Mr.
R. Prasad I.C.S., Collector of Malabar.
The toast of the College proposed by Miss
A K. Meenakshi M. A., M. Litt.,, an old
student, was responded to by Mr. M.P,
Sridharan, a member of the Staff, We
very badly missed the traditional heavenly
downpour which is so much a part and
parcel of our College Day celebrations.

* % L

Our entertainments on the Old Stu-
dents' Day and the College Day were really
entertaining which is something remark-
able in amateur theatricals. One redeem-
ing truth that gratifyingly stood out dur-
ing these shows was the loss of face that
English has come to suffer since the advent
of our cherished freedom. That really
humorous play from the pen of no lessa
humorist than Mr. A. A, Milne, “The Man
in the Bowler Hat”’ should have actually
brought the house down especially when
it was put over as competently as was
done by our players. Yet no laughs came
except one; and that singular pheno-
menon-you may rest assured -at the
wrongest moment, All because the play
was in English, Who says that two cen-
turies of foreign domination have enslaved
the spirits of the sons of India?

* ¥ L
Talking about the Malayalam ones,

they were hits not on any linguistic con-
siderations but just on their innate
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stage-worthiness. The farce presented at
Kunnamangalam in connection with the
Adult Education ‘Festival’ was an adapt-
ation of Tchekov’s “The Proposal”’, and
no amount of incompetent adaptation
could mar the brilliance of the original,
As for the one-act play on the Old Boys’
Day, and the full length farce for the
College Day, both were works of
the ace-dramatist, Mr. M. P. Sivadasa
Menon, whose plays spell the ‘Open
Sesame’ to theatrical success.
t** ***

The casually tossed out references to
College Magazines in Bloomsbury liter.
ature seem to ascribe an insignificant
amateurism to them, among literary pub-

lications. We of course have tried to be
different and better. And what is more,
we think we have succeeded. Ranging
from the essays which the most fastidious
editor of an 18th century periodical would
have thought twice before rejecting, our
contributions cover a variety of topics
coming up with the latest in critical
writing., It is a matter of surprise that
more originality is seen in the English
section. The cliche-ridden nature of the
Malayalam writings is only a reflection of
the cliche-ridden way of thinking rampant
among the adolescent minds. This may be
the necessary evil of any renaissance ; and
haven’'t we been told that Malayalam is

enjoying a period of renaissance ?

~

As we go to Press, we understand that the College
Oratorical Team has distinguished itself in the Elocution
Competitions held by the Rotary Club, Kozhikode, for
students of Colleges ix Malabar.

Sri.

K. T. Raghavan of Class II annexed the

first prize in the Malayalam competition open to students

of both' Degree and Intermediate

Sric Wo

classes,

Jayakumar of Class I won the second prize in the English
competition open to Intermediate students. We congratu-
late them and wish them further successes.



PRINCIPAL'S REPORT

—_—

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

We cannot look back upon the year
without a sense of profound thankfulness
to God for the mercy vouchsafed to us and
to the world and for preserving the world
from being devastated by another war, It
cannot, however, be called a period of
peace for it looked as if one by one the
lights were going out on the world vs{hloh
seemed to bein the grip of a grim military
mind. If theimmediate danger of a world-
wide conflagration has been averted, we
may thank the several international bodies
like the United Nations Organisation, in
the working and even in the guidance of
which our Republic continues to play an
important part.

The peace that has till now been
preserved for us by Providence is looked
upon by many as the calm which precedes
thestorm. But to us has been given the
faith that these threats of violence and
these fears will disappear in the dawn of
a new era of friendship and peace. May
we not look to the future with the fervent
hope that, in the words of the hymn that
was sung at the commencement of this
function, -

“Nation with nation, land with land,
Inarmed shall live as comrades free;
In every heart and brain shall throb
The pulse of one fraternity.

Man shall love man, with heart as pure
And fervent as the young-eyed throng
Who chant their heavenly psalms

: before
God’s face with undiscordant song.”

Today we lift up our hearts to God
in praise and thankfulness for helping us
in our work of training the young men
and women entrusted to our care and of
imparting to them a definite type of
education which tends to refine their
minds with enlightenment and their chara-
cter with goodness, thus fitting them for
the service of God and man. And so
while we look back with gratitude to God
for what He has done by this institution, it
is our hope and prayer that it may go for-
ward to a new period of service under the
guidance of its Lord and Master.

On an occasion like this it is custo-
mary to give a short account of the work- .
ing of the College and I shall place before
you a survey of our activities during the
year,

The strength of the College classes is
2%6 including 5T women students, of the
High School 1083 with one division less
than last year and the Higher Elementary
School, 126. The personnel of the teaching
staff has undergone a few changes. Mr.
T M. Purushothaman Nedungadi, B, A,
(Hons) was appointed Lecturer in English
and Mr- M. P. Sridharan, B. A, (Hons)
Lecturer in History. Messrs K. Reghu-
nathan B Sc. and Paul K. Varid B Sc. were
appointed Demonstrators in Physics and
Chemistry. and Mr, Sabastian Mambally,
B. A, Tutor in English. Messrs S. Hutton
B. A.,B.T. and A. R. Viswanathan, B, A.,
B. T, were appointed High School Assist-
ants, Mr, M. Narayanan Nair, assistantin

‘the Lower Secondary section and MrM ~

Pangunni Nair, Junior Malayalam Pandit,
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108 students appeared for the Inter-
mediate Examination in March 1952, of
whom 358 passed, I5 being placed in the
first class. 137 pupils sat for the S.5. L. C,
Public Examination. 93 were declared
eligible for admission to the College.

The other sides of College life are not
neglected. The College offers many and
varied opportunities for athletic activities
and ample facilities are provided on the
_ playground for developing the beauty and
strength of the body -as well as the
virtue of team spirit. Besides the com-
pulsory physical training, there is provi-
sion for Football, Hockey, Volley ball,
Basket ball and Badminton, and for -bad-
minton and tene-koit for the women
students. The School participated in the
District Schools’ Tournaments and won the
Hockey cup. In the Annual Schoolsports,
the School won the “Super Senior’” shield
and the championships for the Senior and
the Junior Divisions.

The College Parliament, the Literary
Association, the Science Association and
the History Association, all had a busy
year. There were weeks when every even-
ing there was some meeting or other. The
associations were also able to conduct a
large number of debates and discussion
meetings. That these debates were useful
is seen in the creditable performance of
our budding orators in the oratorical com-
petitions in which they participated. At
the joint sessions of the Parliaments of
the Guruvayoorappan College and of this
College, our students won the first prize in
_ the English elocution and the first and
second prizes in the Malayalam elocution,
The College Parliament celebrated the
24th of October as the United Nations Day
with a mock debate which served to high-
light the way the United Nations Organis-
ation functions today. The History
Association took its members on an excur-
sion to Madura and reports indicate that
it was a most successfully organised affair.

The activities of the College Branch
of the S, C. M. began with a meeting on
August 23rd when the Rt.Rev. T.G.
Stuart Smith, Bishop of North Kerala
spoke on ““The Christian Attitude to life.”
The Association had the privilege of
welcoming Mr. Kenneth B. Smith one
of the student delegates from the
U. S. A, to the World Conference
of Christian youth at Kottayam in Decem-
ber. A fancy sale on a small scale was
conducted by the members of the S. C. M.
for raising funds in aid of our Social
Service programme,

Adult Education Classes have been
organised by the Social Service League of
the College and are conducted under the
supervision of a member of the staff, The
Social Service League has more than thirty
active members and the Adult Education
Classes are conducted by them in shifts.
In view of the poor attendance at our
Night School classes, especially on account
of the number of Reading rooms in the
neighbourhood, each of which is conduct-
ing a night school, the Social Service
League decided to shift its main work to
one of the neighbouring villages. Thus
this year a night school was started in
Kunnamangalam on the gth mile ‘on the
Calicut-Wynaad Road. The classes are
conducted thrice a week by our students,
who go there by bus. We have worked
the Kunnamangalam night school for four
monthsand the progress made by the
adultsis very satisfactory. The League
conducted a variety entertainment at
Kunnamangalam a few weeks ago and this
has helped to popularise the hitherto
silent work that has been done by our boys
at the night school. The success of this
activity is due mainly to the enthusiastic
efforts of Mr M. P, Sridharan, our Lecturer

in History.

50 children are given a free noon meal
on every working day, the expenses for
which are met by funds specially raised
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for the purpose. The College also runs a

canfeen,

I am thankful to the Old Students'
Association for their enthusiasm in the
cause of the Institution and for the help
and co-operation which the Association has
extended to the College. The Association
organised an “‘Old Stwdents’ Day” on
January 26th and invited the students of
the Senior Intermediate and S.S.L .C.
Classes for the function. There was a
joint gathering of past and present stud-
ents in the morning, when someinteresting
speeches were made by old students and
present students. The function closed
with a tea-party and an entertainment.
We hope that this will be an annual fun-
ction and that it will be a great help to-
wards fostering a spirit of fellowship
between the past and present students. I
should like to take this opportunity to
express my gratitude to Mr, P, P. Hassan
Koya, the President of the Old Students’
Association, the members of the Execut-

ive Committee and to all the members, for

the hearty co-operation they have extend-
ed to me during the past year.

We have to record with deep regret
the death under tragic circumstances, on
November 8, 1952, of Balaji-Samuel : Tho-
mas, one of our students in the Senior
Intermediate and the youngest son of
Mr. & Mrs, T. M. Thomas. He was one of
a party of lecturers and students who
went on an excursion to Thengilakadav,
about. 12 miles east of Calicut. While
playing in the river, he slipped and fell
into deep water,

After a long search he’
was brought up in an unconscious state:
and immediately rushed to the hospital,:
but on the way he breathed his last.:
Balaji was loved by his College mates and’

lecturers and by everyone who came into
contact with him because of his winning
ways and of his readiness to serve others.
He was often seen in the company of pets,
especially his alsatians. He was an ideal
companion and a good student.

I should take this opportunity to
express my sincere thanks to the Head-
master and to all my colleagues on the
stafft who have readily and heartily
co-operated with me in every way in the
successful working of the TInstitution
during the year. I should also thank the
students both of the School and College for
their uniform courtesy and good will,
especially the student volunteers and those
taking partin the entertainment, who have
worked to make this evening function a
success. My thanks are due to Mr. N G.
Joseph, General Secretary of the Y. M.
C. A. for the services he rendered to the
College by conducting Scripture classes
and morning prayers. I have also to thank
Miss A.-K. Meenakshi, one of our old
students, who has very kindly consented
to propose the toast of the College.

The success of our College Day this
year is in large measure due to the esteem-
ed and distinguished president of this
evening. Ever since he took up office as
the Collector of Malabar, it has been our
hope that one day he would join us in
celebrating our College Day. That this
hope has been fulfilled is, indeed, a matter
of abiding gratification and on behalf of
the Old Students’ Association, of the staff
and students of this institution and on my
own behalf, I thank you, Sir, most sincere-
ly for so kindly consenting to preside on
this occasion. Ladies and gentlemen, I
thank you all for accepting our invitation
and for your presence here this evening.
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