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Editor’s Notes

We started the yearin a rather wistful
strain when we bade farewell to five mem-
bers of the Staff, Our gloom was soon
dispelled by the arrival of five new faces,
all exuding the ardour of youth. They
were formally admitted into our ranks at
a tea party coaxed out of them by gentle
persuasions. Variety is the spice of life
and initiation ceremonies great fun but
parting is such sweet sorrow. The young
hands outnumber the old with just one or
two precariously suspended in ‘the middle.
To be faithful to the old or swear
allegiance to the new is their problem
although they are aware of the wisdom
of neutrality.

%** **¥

The gaiety of College life was eclipsed
by a tragedy when Samuel Thomas, Balaji,
was drowned at Thengilakadav, where he
had gone on an excursion with fellow
students. Quiet, smiling Balaji, popularly
known as ‘the boy with the Alsatians’,a
friend of the old and helpless, was snatched
irom our midst while yetin his teens.
But don't they whom the gods love die
young ?

x*x «*x

Our various associations have been-

more active this year — the reports of their
activities are longer.  Our students have
distinguished themselves in oratorical
contests held both in College and by other
local organisations. They participated in
the Quiz Programme for College students
organised by the AIR, Kozhikode. The
success of such ‘Brains Trust’ programmes
over the air lie in their frequency; and
from one precious Quiz programme once a
year, the AIR may profitably oblige
listeners with one every term.

*** ***

In response to an appeal by the World
Health Organisation, we celebrated World
Health Day on July 17, 1952. The meet-
ing was presided over by Dr. N. Achuthan
and addressed by the Municipal Health
Officer. Students, surfeit with lectures
in the class-rooms, would welcome a Health
Exhibition on such a day, which would
no doubt further more effectively the aims
of the W. H. O.

% *®

United Nations Day was celebrated
with a mock session when representatives
of different nations voiced their opinions
each in his or her characteristic ‘national’
style. Worthy of note were Com. Hashim-
sky who believed that Malayalam was a
Russian language and the French delegate
whose speech in “‘frenchified English”’ did
rouse cries of ‘Vive la France!’ from the
Visitors’ Gallery. This mock session would
have been a greater success had the repre-
sentatives appeared in their national
garbs. In fact, we maintain that the
United Nations Organisation — the real
oneof course- will meet with greater success
if it were to discard the colourless uni-
formity of dress in preference to the gay
national costumes. Every session will be
more dramatic,

*
*** #*

The jeint meetings of the Parliaments
of Guruvayoorappan and Christian Colleges
have not been very successful this year,
whatever the Parliament report might say.
Students of both institutions have evinced
very little interest on these occasions. The
entertainments were rather shabby, the
dubious histrionics of the actors and act-
resses exhibited before a disinterested
audience, quite reminiscent of  the
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Scriptural reference tocasting pearls before
swine, It is necessary that the entertain-
m:nt programme on these occasions receive
as much emphasis as the elocution con-
tests get ; and this can be done if the items
are contributed by different collegeson the
model of a ““College Pudding”’.

*** #*#

Independence and Republic Days
were celebrated with the usual flag-hoist-
ing ceremony and sports for the little
children, We are glad to note that the
Government are trying to mould the
little ones into model citizens by a free
gift of sweets —““‘messengers of prevailment
on unhardened youth”.

**%#

%7
Those who have gone out of this
College seemed to take agreater interest
this year in their Alma Mater than before,
It was evidenced in the celebration of “Old
Students’ Day” the first of its kind in the
annals of the Old Students’ Association,
Thanks to the untiring efforts and unstint-
ed co-operation of the old and present boys,
the full-day celebration was a success. In
the matches between the old and present
boys, the former annexed all the coveted
trophies save that of the Tug of War, an
item won by our boys through the great-
hearted efforts of our coach whose inspiring
and timely ““Heave I”” brought them the
last-minute success:

i**

**x
The rather mediocre performance of
our athletesin the College Day Sports is
a matter of concern. Athletes aretrained
not in spurts; and if round-the-year
efforts are lacking, even those who are
born sportsmen will fail to establish new
College records. In tune with this medio-
cre performance was the work of our
amateur cameramen ; this has led to a total
black-out of sports-snaps from this year’s
magazine. ;

' **t

We had a distinguished visitor in
Dr. Thomas P. Clark, Head of the Depart-
ment of History, University of Kentucky,
who was on a visit to Calicut to deliver an
extension lecture on ‘‘The Presidential
Election of 1952”. Dr. Clark addressed
our students on ‘“Aspects of American
Life’* and the questions that he had to
answer were brought within a reasonable
limit only by the intervention of the
Principal, who presided over the occasion.

**¥= **')F

Our College Day was celebrated under
the distinguished presidentship of Mr.
R. Prasad I.C.S., Collector of Malabar.
The toast of the College proposed by Miss
A K. Meenakshi M. A., M. Litt.,, an old
student, was responded to by Mr. M.P,
Sridharan, a member of the Staff, We
very badly missed the traditional heavenly
downpour which is so much a part and
parcel of our College Day celebrations.

* % L

Our entertainments on the Old Stu-
dents' Day and the College Day were really
entertaining which is something remark-
able in amateur theatricals. One redeem-
ing truth that gratifyingly stood out dur-
ing these shows was the loss of face that
English has come to suffer since the advent
of our cherished freedom. That really
humorous play from the pen of no lessa
humorist than Mr. A. A, Milne, “The Man
in the Bowler Hat”’ should have actually
brought the house down especially when
it was put over as competently as was
done by our players. Yet no laughs came
except one; and that singular pheno-
menon-you may rest assured -at the
wrongest moment, All because the play
was in English, Who says that two cen-
turies of foreign domination have enslaved
the spirits of the sons of India?

* ¥ L
Talking about the Malayalam ones,

they were hits not on any linguistic con-
siderations but just on their innate
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stage-worthiness. The farce presented at
Kunnamangalam in connection with the
Adult Education ‘Festival’ was an adapt-
ation of Tchekov’s “The Proposal”’, and
no amount of incompetent adaptation
could mar the brilliance of the original,
As for the one-act play on the Old Boys’
Day, and the full length farce for the
College Day, both were works of
the ace-dramatist, Mr. M. P. Sivadasa
Menon, whose plays spell the ‘Open
Sesame’ to theatrical success.
t** ***

The casually tossed out references to
College Magazines in Bloomsbury liter.
ature seem to ascribe an insignificant
amateurism to them, among literary pub-

lications. We of course have tried to be
different and better. And what is more,
we think we have succeeded. Ranging
from the essays which the most fastidious
editor of an 18th century periodical would
have thought twice before rejecting, our
contributions cover a variety of topics
coming up with the latest in critical
writing., It is a matter of surprise that
more originality is seen in the English
section. The cliche-ridden nature of the
Malayalam writings is only a reflection of
the cliche-ridden way of thinking rampant
among the adolescent minds. This may be
the necessary evil of any renaissance ; and
haven’'t we been told that Malayalam is

enjoying a period of renaissance ?

~

As we go to Press, we understand that the College
Oratorical Team has distinguished itself in the Elocution
Competitions held by the Rotary Club, Kozhikode, for
students of Colleges ix Malabar.

Sri.

K. T. Raghavan of Class II annexed the

first prize in the Malayalam competition open to students

of both' Degree and Intermediate

Sric Wo

classes,

Jayakumar of Class I won the second prize in the English
competition open to Intermediate students. We congratu-
late them and wish them further successes.



PRINCIPAL'S REPORT

—_—

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

We cannot look back upon the year
without a sense of profound thankfulness
to God for the mercy vouchsafed to us and
to the world and for preserving the world
from being devastated by another war, It
cannot, however, be called a period of
peace for it looked as if one by one the
lights were going out on the world vs{hloh
seemed to bein the grip of a grim military
mind. If theimmediate danger of a world-
wide conflagration has been averted, we
may thank the several international bodies
like the United Nations Organisation, in
the working and even in the guidance of
which our Republic continues to play an
important part.

The peace that has till now been
preserved for us by Providence is looked
upon by many as the calm which precedes
thestorm. But to us has been given the
faith that these threats of violence and
these fears will disappear in the dawn of
a new era of friendship and peace. May
we not look to the future with the fervent
hope that, in the words of the hymn that
was sung at the commencement of this
function, -

“Nation with nation, land with land,
Inarmed shall live as comrades free;
In every heart and brain shall throb
The pulse of one fraternity.

Man shall love man, with heart as pure
And fervent as the young-eyed throng
Who chant their heavenly psalms

: before
God’s face with undiscordant song.”

Today we lift up our hearts to God
in praise and thankfulness for helping us
in our work of training the young men
and women entrusted to our care and of
imparting to them a definite type of
education which tends to refine their
minds with enlightenment and their chara-
cter with goodness, thus fitting them for
the service of God and man. And so
while we look back with gratitude to God
for what He has done by this institution, it
is our hope and prayer that it may go for-
ward to a new period of service under the
guidance of its Lord and Master.

On an occasion like this it is custo-
mary to give a short account of the work- .
ing of the College and I shall place before
you a survey of our activities during the
year,

The strength of the College classes is
2%6 including 5T women students, of the
High School 1083 with one division less
than last year and the Higher Elementary
School, 126. The personnel of the teaching
staff has undergone a few changes. Mr.
T M. Purushothaman Nedungadi, B, A,
(Hons) was appointed Lecturer in English
and Mr- M. P. Sridharan, B. A, (Hons)
Lecturer in History. Messrs K. Reghu-
nathan B Sc. and Paul K. Varid B Sc. were
appointed Demonstrators in Physics and
Chemistry. and Mr, Sabastian Mambally,
B. A, Tutor in English. Messrs S. Hutton
B. A.,B.T. and A. R. Viswanathan, B, A.,
B. T, were appointed High School Assist-
ants, Mr, M. Narayanan Nair, assistantin

‘the Lower Secondary section and MrM ~

Pangunni Nair, Junior Malayalam Pandit,
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108 students appeared for the Inter-
mediate Examination in March 1952, of
whom 358 passed, I5 being placed in the
first class. 137 pupils sat for the S.5. L. C,
Public Examination. 93 were declared
eligible for admission to the College.

The other sides of College life are not
neglected. The College offers many and
varied opportunities for athletic activities
and ample facilities are provided on the
_ playground for developing the beauty and
strength of the body -as well as the
virtue of team spirit. Besides the com-
pulsory physical training, there is provi-
sion for Football, Hockey, Volley ball,
Basket ball and Badminton, and for -bad-
minton and tene-koit for the women
students. The School participated in the
District Schools’ Tournaments and won the
Hockey cup. In the Annual Schoolsports,
the School won the “Super Senior’” shield
and the championships for the Senior and
the Junior Divisions.

The College Parliament, the Literary
Association, the Science Association and
the History Association, all had a busy
year. There were weeks when every even-
ing there was some meeting or other. The
associations were also able to conduct a
large number of debates and discussion
meetings. That these debates were useful
is seen in the creditable performance of
our budding orators in the oratorical com-
petitions in which they participated. At
the joint sessions of the Parliaments of
the Guruvayoorappan College and of this
College, our students won the first prize in
_ the English elocution and the first and
second prizes in the Malayalam elocution,
The College Parliament celebrated the
24th of October as the United Nations Day
with a mock debate which served to high-
light the way the United Nations Organis-
ation functions today. The History
Association took its members on an excur-
sion to Madura and reports indicate that
it was a most successfully organised affair.

The activities of the College Branch
of the S, C. M. began with a meeting on
August 23rd when the Rt.Rev. T.G.
Stuart Smith, Bishop of North Kerala
spoke on ““The Christian Attitude to life.”
The Association had the privilege of
welcoming Mr. Kenneth B. Smith one
of the student delegates from the
U. S. A, to the World Conference
of Christian youth at Kottayam in Decem-
ber. A fancy sale on a small scale was
conducted by the members of the S. C. M.
for raising funds in aid of our Social
Service programme,

Adult Education Classes have been
organised by the Social Service League of
the College and are conducted under the
supervision of a member of the staff, The
Social Service League has more than thirty
active members and the Adult Education
Classes are conducted by them in shifts.
In view of the poor attendance at our
Night School classes, especially on account
of the number of Reading rooms in the
neighbourhood, each of which is conduct-
ing a night school, the Social Service
League decided to shift its main work to
one of the neighbouring villages. Thus
this year a night school was started in
Kunnamangalam on the gth mile ‘on the
Calicut-Wynaad Road. The classes are
conducted thrice a week by our students,
who go there by bus. We have worked
the Kunnamangalam night school for four
monthsand the progress made by the
adultsis very satisfactory. The League
conducted a variety entertainment at
Kunnamangalam a few weeks ago and this
has helped to popularise the hitherto
silent work that has been done by our boys
at the night school. The success of this
activity is due mainly to the enthusiastic
efforts of Mr M. P, Sridharan, our Lecturer

in History.

50 children are given a free noon meal
on every working day, the expenses for
which are met by funds specially raised
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for the purpose. The College also runs a

canfeen,

I am thankful to the Old Students'
Association for their enthusiasm in the
cause of the Institution and for the help
and co-operation which the Association has
extended to the College. The Association
organised an “‘Old Stwdents’ Day” on
January 26th and invited the students of
the Senior Intermediate and S.S.L .C.
Classes for the function. There was a
joint gathering of past and present stud-
ents in the morning, when someinteresting
speeches were made by old students and
present students. The function closed
with a tea-party and an entertainment.
We hope that this will be an annual fun-
ction and that it will be a great help to-
wards fostering a spirit of fellowship
between the past and present students. I
should like to take this opportunity to
express my gratitude to Mr, P, P. Hassan
Koya, the President of the Old Students’
Association, the members of the Execut-

ive Committee and to all the members, for

the hearty co-operation they have extend-
ed to me during the past year.

We have to record with deep regret
the death under tragic circumstances, on
November 8, 1952, of Balaji-Samuel : Tho-
mas, one of our students in the Senior
Intermediate and the youngest son of
Mr. & Mrs, T. M. Thomas. He was one of
a party of lecturers and students who
went on an excursion to Thengilakadav,
about. 12 miles east of Calicut. While
playing in the river, he slipped and fell
into deep water,

After a long search he’
was brought up in an unconscious state:
and immediately rushed to the hospital,:
but on the way he breathed his last.:
Balaji was loved by his College mates and’

lecturers and by everyone who came into
contact with him because of his winning
ways and of his readiness to serve others.
He was often seen in the company of pets,
especially his alsatians. He was an ideal
companion and a good student.

I should take this opportunity to
express my sincere thanks to the Head-
master and to all my colleagues on the
stafft who have readily and heartily
co-operated with me in every way in the
successful working of the TInstitution
during the year. I should also thank the
students both of the School and College for
their uniform courtesy and good will,
especially the student volunteers and those
taking partin the entertainment, who have
worked to make this evening function a
success. My thanks are due to Mr. N G.
Joseph, General Secretary of the Y. M.
C. A. for the services he rendered to the
College by conducting Scripture classes
and morning prayers. I have also to thank
Miss A.-K. Meenakshi, one of our old
students, who has very kindly consented
to propose the toast of the College.

The success of our College Day this
year is in large measure due to the esteem-
ed and distinguished president of this
evening. Ever since he took up office as
the Collector of Malabar, it has been our
hope that one day he would join us in
celebrating our College Day. That this
hope has been fulfilled is, indeed, a matter
of abiding gratification and on behalf of
the Old Students’ Association, of the staff
and students of this institution and on my
own behalf, I thank you, Sir, most sincere-
ly for so kindly consenting to preside on
this occasion. Ladies and gentlemen, I
thank you all for accepting our invitation
and for your presence here this evening.
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List of Prize- Winners 1951 - 52.

=

Class I. Proficiency in English: P. Revindranathan
e Ma,]ayala_m: Miss. RITA MATHEWS
5 Sanskrit : Bhaskaran, M.
" Mathematics: Jacob, C. S.
Jose, K. Ipe

Radhakrishnan, A.
Revindranathan, P.
Selvaraj, E. M.
- Physics: P. Revindranathan
= Chemistry: P. Revindranathan
Modern History: Damodara Variar, T AV
Indian History: Miss. REBECCA JACOB

5 Logic: Kunhikutty K. K.
Venkitaramanan, T, V,
Class II: General Proficiency: Joseph, C. 1.

Special Prizes:

Sarojini Prize: Proficiency in History : Miss REBECCA JACOB
(instituted by Mr. K. Kunhikrishnan
Nair in memory of his daughter
~ Sarojini who died while she was, a
student here). :

Gundert Prize of Rs, 40/- General :
Proficiency : Revindranathan, P,
(awarded to that student of Class II
who, not having failed in any subject,
obtains the highest number of marks
in the annual examination of Class I).
Old Students’ Association Scholarship
of Rs. 50 /-
(awarded to that student of Class I
who joins from the College High
School and who, not having failed in
any subject, obtains the highest.
number of marks in the S.S. L. C.
Examination),

Rajendran, P. K.
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0Old Students’ Association Prize
of Rs. 25/-:

(awarded to the woman student who
obtains the highest number of marks
in the annual examination of Class I).

C. K. Ramdas Memorial Prize:

(instituted by the friends of the late
C. K. Ramdas, one of our Old Boys,
awarded to that student in Class I
who obtains the highest number of
marks in English and Malayalam
together, in the S. S. L. C. Public
Examination), :

Benjamin Pavamani Prize:

(instituted by Mrs. Pavamani in
memory of her late husband Mr. Ben-
jamin Pavamani, one of our old
students, to be awarded to two
students, getting the highest number
of marks in Mathematics, one in the
S.S. L.C. Examination and the other
in the Intermediate Examination).

Arthur Henry Prize:

‘(instituted by the late Mrs. Henry in
memory of her son, one of our old
boys, who died in Ethiopia, for profi-
ciency in Logic).

Nedungadi Prize:

(instituted by Dr. Nedungadi Trust to
two deserving students, one in Class I
and the other in Class II,.

0Old Student’s Prize of Rs. 100/- per year:

(instituted by an old student who
wants to remain anonymous, awarded
to the most deserving student belong-
ing to the Thiya community).

Balaji Prize:

(instituted by Mr. & Mrs. T. M.
Thomas in memory of their son

Miss. PREMI, M. P.

Narayanan Nair, C.

Rajendran, P. K.
Joseph, C. I,

Kunhikutty, K. K,

Venkitaramanan, T, V.

Bhanu Nambiar, M. K.

Bhaskaran, M.

Miss. P. DEVAKI

Revindranathan, P,

Class I
Class IT
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Samuel - Balaji -~ who died on Nov. 8,
‘52, awarded to the student who gets
the highest marks in  Mathe-
matics, Physics and Chemistry in the
annual examination of Class I).

Malayalam Association Prizes :

I. Elocution: Ist Prize: K. T. Raghavan: Class II
2nd Prize: O. Bharathan: Class II
2. Essay writing: 1st Prize: O. Bharathan: ClassII
2nd Prize: K.T. Raghavan: Class II
FILLER £

I'll hunt thee vibgyors on the blue of the deep,
And sweep thy heart of its cobwebs in & heap;
Will you then not leave thy bosom to boyish Cupid's sway?
Will not then the jessamines blossom in the twilights of May?

I'll fetch thee corals from the blue of the air
And dance to the strains of Memory's music fare;
May I not then on thy long dark locks my homage pay?

Will not then the jessamines blossom in the twilights of May?
P2C:



The Language Question in Educational Institutions

It is conceded that with the great
change in the political set-up of our cou-
ntry certain consequent changes in the
educational set-up are necessary. In acc-
ordance with the spirit of the constitution
of the Indian Republic, English is to be
replaced by Hindi which is accepted as the
national langaage. It is agreed on all
hands that an independent country must
have a national language which helps to
act as a unifying force.

Till a few years ago, in the secondary
educational stage which is to be considered
as the pivot of the educational system,
English was more or less the firstlanguage.
The South Indian was an adept at quickly
learning this foreign language and this
enabled him to gain access to considerable
knowledge about literature, science,law,
medicine, commerce etc. and he wasin the
forefront. Thus, South India produced
men and women of great intellectual attain-
mentsin various spheres, In secondary
schools now, more prominence is given to
the regional language, the study of the
offizial language of the Indian Union is
made compulsory and the standard of
Englishis lowered. It must be noted
that in South India there are many regi-
onal languages while in North India the
main regional language is Hindi. In re-
gard to educational institutions any area
in South India becomes practically a
trilingual area while North India continues
minly to bz a bilingual area as'before. This
sudden transition into a trilingual area
has affzcted the standards in educational
institutions. There is a lowering of stand-
ards. Bit there are many who would
like to call it an apparent lowering of
standards. :

&>

It must be admitted that the regional
language cannot be relegated to a second-
ary place. It must also be admitted that
the secondary school course must be made
self-sufficient so that the students can
finish their course there, if they so desire
and enter various professions. Again, this
course must enable students to follow
higher courses of study in the University.
Before replacing English by another langu-
age that language has to produce the
needed literature in the various branches
of learning and until such time the system
of teaching of English at the secondary
school stage should be such that the stud-
ents would be in a position to accept
easily English as the medium of instruction
in the University stage. Of course it is
the duty of every Indian to try to obtain
a working knowledge of the federal
language.

In the University stage English will
have to be continued as the medium of
instruction for a fairly long period. If
any one says that English is to be elimi-
nated because it is a foreign language it is
only a prejudiced and emotional view, and
not an intellectual and practical view.

The practical value of this foreign
language cannot be underestimated. Ac-
cess to knowledge, especially higher know-
ledge in all branches of learning, is easily
available through this medium. Any
number of good books on various subjects
for higher studies are available in English,
If it is accepted that science can help in
the solution of the country’s various prob-
lems the role of English language cannot
be belittled. The teaching of advanced
sciences and the communication of the



ok e

results of research will be adversely affe-
cted if English is replaced, as in science
flexibility in the expression of meanings
and precision of expression are matters to
be taken into account, Formerly students
were sent to foreign countries for post-
graduate education, Itis now being felt
that all facilities should be provided in
Indian Universitiesfor post-graduate educ-
ation and that specialists in branches of
learning should be invited to India to give
higher training to students here, Better
results are of course expected. Allthisis
possible only if the standards in the wvari-
ous slabs of the educational system are
upgraded instead of being lowered, and
English is retained as the medium of in-
struction in the under-graduate and post-
graduate courses. So far, if any Univer-
sity accepted an Indian language as the
medium of instruction, the students of
that University suffered in the various all-
India competitive examinations and this
affected the future prospects of those
students.

It is encouraging to note that the
Central Government has begun to realice

that the standard of English should be
improved and that this international
language is the only efficient channel for
communicating ideas with the external

world,

Again, in this battle of languages go-
ing on in this country the true conception
of education in a higher sense cannot be
forgotten. Until such time as the econo-
mic condition of the people improves,
there will be a demand for a system of
education mainly intended to prepare a
student for earning his bread, but actually
knowledge can not be a substitute for
bread, The training and the refining of
the student’s mind must be a very import-
ant factor, and if this is accepted there
cannot be any dislike for any medium of
instruction. Whatever is good for the
country must be accepted whether it is
found here or elsewhere and whether itis
found in an Indian orin a foreigner.

0. AcHutHA MENON, M. A,




Stray Thoughts on Friendship

““ Friendship, peculiar boon of heaven,
The noble mind’s delight and pride,
To men and angels only given

To all the lower world denied”.

So said Samuel Johnson and we have little
reason to disagree with him if he meant to
use the term men not in a strictly biologi-
cal sense. Friendship is a blessing; one of
the pleasures of life, to be sure, for “they
seem to take the sun from the world, who
withdraw friendship from life.”

The worth of true friendship is greater
than wealth or honour. It can be counted
one among the essential human values,
and that is why poets of all ages have been
fascinated by it as a noble thing. Yet one
can safely assert that the flowering of
friendship took place in the Middle Ages.
Many a story in Decameron or II Pecorone
or Gesta Romanorum tells us that the
medievalist had polished friendship into a
fine art. Dark in whatever else sense it
might have been, certainly the medieval
age was not dark in friendship. Quite the
contrary one should say; for, it was in the
light of those friendships that Shakes-
peare sketched his Antonio and Bassanio,
the aristocrats of Venice, his Valentine
and Proteus, the Gentlemen of Verona,

So a man may have wealth, honour,
and resources, but what joy is there with-
out friends, ‘‘the most valuable and fairest
furniture of life””? A person without
friends is cursed. None cares for him
save himself, and evidently his life will be
dark and gloomy. It was so with Pope.
All that he could ask of life was his, but
there were few whom he could call friends;
one should venture to say that there lay

the reason why he found life ‘a long
disease’’.

It is impossible to keep away from
friends, when once we have experienced
the pleasures of friendship. From child-
hood to old age, we are always happy in
the company of friends. The very toddling
babies are influenced by company One
can sense a vast difference between the
baby cradled and tended all alone and the
one brougnt upin a Child Welfare Centre,
To the old it is clearly a pastime, which
makes them forget their approaching exit.
“Blessed are they who have the gift of
making friends, for it is one of God’s best
gifts”, and when he said this, the author
of Tom Brown's School Days certainly
knew what he was talking about.

Fine as friendship is, there is nothing
irrevocable about it. Unlike habits, they
are difficult to make but easy to break,
Duels were never fought between strangers
and enemies but between those who once
were fast friends, or those who belonged
tothe same Club or salon. Fresh friend-
ships prevent the flow of life from .being
stale and putrefied. The sage of the 18th
Century Coffee clubs, of course I mean Dr.
Johnson, with his uncanny commonsense
knew this fact and said that we should
always ‘“‘keep our friendship in constant
repair.”” - If you persist in being a one-
friend person, and if you believe in bring-
ing the Casabianca spirit into the field of
friendship, then thereis every chance of
your being outmoded and hence cast away.

But this does not mean that each and
everyone, good or bad, should be our
friends. The selection of friends deserves
much care and attention, for a man’s
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character is generally gauged by the com-
pany he keeps. After all, birds of the
same feather do flock together. It is
seldom that a man fastidious and imma-
culatein his daijly habits picks up the
friendship of a Bohemian, or a pious one
that of an agnostic or an old man that of
a young lad.

As Dorian Gray’s friend, Sir Henry
Wotton will have it, all influence may be
bad; but it cannot be denied that for good
or for bad, friends wield a great influence
over one’s personality. Occasions offered
to enlighten and ennoble one’s self by the
advice or request of a friend are as numer-
ous as those offered to be tempted and
deviated from the path of virtue. A wron
choice of friends will only toll the knell of
a person as a S5ocial being. Good and
noble friends inspire us to raise ourselyes
by imitation and emulation.

Daily company is no warranty for
friendship. So we ought to know a per-
son before choosing him as our friend, It
does not stand to reason tosay that just
because two or three men are working in
the same place or are neighbours, they
should be friends. Itis equally unreason-
able to say that men of the same rank or
occupation should be friends. Real friend-
ship should pierce through the outer
defence of status and society and look for
true kinship, The friendship of Shaw and
Tunny is an instance in point.

A discreet selection of friends is not
an end initself, What is essential is the
ability to keep them. The affections we
have for them should not be mere fleeting
fancies flickering for a moment, There
are some for instance, who constantly
change their friends. Once they may be
seen in the company of very many people,
and next, with only one or two of them, if
not with “‘self-sufficing solitude”, In
most of these cases, the basis for friendship
may be wealth, This always results in
failure, every fluctuation in the local] Wall

Street affecting the graph of feelings, It
is very often seen that a person’s wealth
acts as an incentive for others to get
chummy with him, Taking a tip from Mr.
Sampath of R, K, Narayan, somehow or
other they strike up a friendship with this
“guy on the velvet”, Surrounded by
friends and surfeited by their friendships,
he spends all he has on them, the parasites
sticking on solong as there is any juice to
be drained out, It isonly when by some
misfortune, he becomes reduced to a state
of poverty that he realises his friends'
faithlessness. He will have none to con-
sole him or help him in that state. -Itis
only then that he realises the vanity of his
friendship. A little more care on his part
in the selection, and the glories of friend-
ship would have been his. Impervious to
flattery and honeyed words, he should
have avoided the pitfalls of sycophants to
reach the bliss of friendship.,

_ Even though one may not have
friends, it is alright so long as he has no
enemy, For,as Emerson puts it,

¢“He who has a thousand friends,
has not a friend to spare,
And he who has one eremy,
shall meet him everywhere."”

‘This does not necessarily mean that ill-
feelings too are to be reciprocated. What
we should actually do is to treat him bear-
ing this always in mind that some day he
may become a friend of ours. Indifference
is no solution to this problem. What is
required is tact or diplomacy to smoothen
out the rough edges of misunderstanding
and deeds, rather than words, will come
in handy for this. Moreover in the culti-
vation of such friendships, one should
always be wary of condescension, Sympa-
thy without condescension (which as some
say, only a woman can give) is the healing
balm for for may a blister.

True friends can never be parted frem
each other, If our friends are “grappled to



our souls, with heoops of steel’”’, nothing in
the world can part us, Some hold the opin-
ioa that true friends are those who never
part from each other, are always together,
and who indulge in the liveliest talk. But
this belief is erroneous for, friendship
though something divine, may have false
facades. It may spring up more in distant
hearts than in two ever near. Often in
times of distress, the friend far away may
turn out to be ‘“the indeed one’' than the
one nearer. Joined existence either is no
index of the union of minds--the real
strength of friendship, ‘Real friends
though absent are still present, though
dead, still alive.”

As for ‘the gift of the gab’ contribut-
ing to healthy friendships, one cannot but
beg to differ, If the ace conversationalist
—a neo-Johnson, a neo-Coleridge and their
like not excluded —were to start his per-
formance on the beach when the moon
sleeps with Endymion,

“When the winds are breathing low
And the stars are shining bright”
whenin short, all the Wordsworth in you
is surging up, his very conversational

talents will spell the ruin of any friend-
ship. The telepathic communication of
two personalities which is required here is
the most sublime of all forms of friendship.
Itis no time for any talk, however exquis-
ite the flow may be. Voice must fade away
and let feelings seepinto the atmosphere

Sometimes the worth of friendship is
realised only when the cold hand of Death
comes between two friends, During their
lifetime one’s friendship for the other
may not be revealed completely. This -
latent spark will come to be noted and
appreciated all the more when the friend
isnought; an example of being conspicu-
ous in absence, perhaps,

We should choose our friends not for
what they have, but for what they are.and
it isonly then that friendship will bea
success, And-friendship must be made a
success. Did not Cicero say: ‘“We have
received nothing better from the immortal

Gods, nothing more delightful, than
{friendship’?
M. P. PREMI
Class 11
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Fashionable

Change

Fashions change witha pace that only
inconstant matter can equal. They chan-
ge with the same suddenness as the myriad
colours in a sky when the sun sets beyond
the sea or the distant hills.

Centuries before Christ, long before
the Greek atheletes ever pitched on the
fig-leaf, the British fashion, in clothes
was to paint bodies blue. No young Brit-
tanicus would pass for respectable with-
out a smear of woad blue that served the
purpose that clothes came later to serve.
That was Britain; in India they tried
various experiments till they accidentally
hit upon cotton. One young goddess at-
tempted to set the fashion of making a
Honolulu skirt out of the chopped limbs
of sinners. The patches of clotted blood
lent additional colour, Her bosom she
corsetted with a garland of severed heads
from the same source and with the same
colour appeal, This fashion soon died
ouf, fast indeed it may be imagined, for
sinners were few and far between in India
that was Bharat, The father of this young
goddess whose coiffure was for long the
reigning fashion in hairdo in the Tamil
Cinema, set the fashion of winding the
barks of obliging trees. round the waist,
He could have wound them round his
neck, but it is stifling in the tropics, Be-
~ sides the marked slope of the torso on to
the waist and the gradual rise of the hips,
comparable to a diagram representing the
volumetric change that accompanies the
passage of water to ice, suggested a natural
clothstand. It wasthe inveterate search
for finer and still finer barks of trees that
set man on the exciting and adventurous
path at the end of which lay the mysterious
plant that bore cotton blobs for flowers,

-

From cotton to cocoons was one path
of development-the strictly vegetarian
path. Silk would never have been dis-
covered anywhere but in China, for only
the Chinese know the potentialities of a
worm. In China, Republic or Kuomin-
tang, even a worm fails to turn before
making its spiced appearance on some
specimen crockery in a Chungking restau-
rant. If Indians were merely told that
silk can be made out of cocoons, if they
were not told that hot water poured
on  cocoons produces silken blobs,
they would have gone on feeding the coco-
ons on forests of mulberry trees, and still
not made silk. By themselves, the appli-
cation of hot water to the chrysalis would
have eluded the Indian for that would be a
defiance of the Edicts of Asoka. Such defi-
ance comes not too easily to India. But
even cocoons are strictly not non-veget-
arian, considering the decisive role that
mulberry leaves.play in the making of silk.

There is a non-vegetarian path of
development in cloth fashions. No parti-
cular geographical territory standsout in
this. = But if there were even an innocuous
branch of the S, P. C. A. in the meadows
of Flanders, wool may never have been
made. For the little boy who plucked the
wool of the backs of his sheep, did so fear-
lessly with no S, P.C. A. to haunt him;
and he did it not to bless humanity with
tweeds and Scottish tartans but just to
carry on his private yet stern war against
the quantitative increase of black sheep in
his fold.  Long before this craze for justice
spread to the Scottish Highlands the non-
vegetarians in Africa and America were
experimenting with the colourful plumes
and down of distinguished birds from such
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as geese to guan, Stitched in a fashion not
very remote from the quills of the shuttle-
cock, the plumes of ostriches were at first
worn at the waists, till, perambulating,
they landed on top and established the
flamboyancy of Victorian hairde. The
glory of ostrich quills, equally of ivery, is
resplendent not matched with brunettes
and red-heads but the ebony black of
torrid skins, That should account for the
flimsiness of ostrich feather superiority
in Western fashions. But the shift away
from ostrich feathers and the decay of
fashions in bird plumes was not confined
to Africa,. The Red Indian, galloping con-
fidently across the prairies of America, long
before Columbus became a standard bearer
of Spanish wanderlust, wore a head-dréss
that centuries later won the admiration of
John Buchan, who never looked a true
Lord Tweedsmuir but when he had donned
the headwear of Hiawatha.

Yet it was in the land of non-violence
that the non-vegetarian development in
clothes made striking advances. Here in
India, the men who squatting on Sindhu
banks, created a script that baffles even
the most resourceful of South Indian, to be
precise, Dravidian archaeologists, discover-
ed cotton; after discovering cotton they
wenton to discover that the hides of beasts
made excellent fashion. Polka dots were
available if the leopards in the hills could
be bagged; the old gold and deep brown of
-the Bengal tiger could be used even as
uniforms by a football team that preened
itself to look as ferocious or as jingo as the
Hyderabad City Police XI. Besides all the
excitement of Rudraprayag or Kumaon
could be had for the taking, Or is it some
softer colour that meets the eye, some
azure blue that tickles the fancy? Then
rove your eyes over the wide and colourful
range that are for you to master in the
forests, in the fields, or in the bluest of
blue skies. You will turn back surfeit with
fulsome colours; your mind, a little while

back so neat and trim, will turninto a
riotous easel, with only a Bacchanalian
orgy of colour to relieve the disorder and
confusion that are dominant, No wonder
then that the non-vegetarian fashion in
clothes persists with such tenacity down

-the corridors of ages; the hounds of passing

tastes may pursue, but tiger-skins and
those of deer will always be with us,

Fashions change not only in the realm
of clothes; they change even in the execu-
tion of capital punishment. The Romans
of an Augustan evening crowded " the
Coliseum to pass judgement on the skill of
starved lions making mince-meat of perse-
cuted Christians. This fashion was
abandoned only when Androcles knocked
the bottom out of it in the inimitable way
in which Aesop has described it. While
fashion ran its course thus in Rome, Open
City, the eastern provinces of the Empire
fashioned a contrivance called the cross.

The Spanish Inquisition which fora
few centuries set the fashion for all Europe
in prayer as well asin murder, abandoned
Roman pratices, and called upon Prome-
theus Unbound to reduce the witches on
the stakes to shambles. Across the English
Channel, past the white cliffs of Dover, in
the stately homes of England, men and
women tried to set the fashion of the sharp
hatchet. The English King, whom all the
gallant charges of Rupert’s cavalry could
not save, rested his royal head cn the
butcher’s board, and gently put his beard
out of the way. All this was chivalry, for
the age of economists had not yet come.
But all this was cottage industry doomed

‘to sterility and decay compared to the

mass methods introduced by the kind and
unpretentious Dr, Guillotin. As the wide
blade came down on such tender napes as
that of Marie Antoinette. there were many
in the Parisian crowds who did consider
that after all, if there were no bread, cakes
could be equally serviceable.

-
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The scarlet of flowing blood may
appetise the producer of a modern Holly-
wood technicolour film; it was ranning
out of fashion in Victotian days when
men wore long whiskers the better to
conceal sharp razor cuts reaped in the
course of some youthful shave. Fashion
soon turned toa mere rope, which com-
ing down in a knot held the condemned
limp and disfigured; the early rise of the
jute industry in Calcutta was due to the
world-wide demand flowing from the new
fashion in executions,

But fashions somersaultedsoon en-
ough ; Thomas Alva Edison created the
first sparks of electricity and it was only a
matter of time before the electric chair
made its entry. This again is not the end
of fashion in execution. With its vast
potentialities, the modern state can, still
change ; it can use potassium cyanide or
even large dosesof morphia. But fashi-
ons are best not anticipated; they must

have no gradualness about them; they
must firmly declare against Fabian met-
hods and resort to qualitative change
with the same suddenness as simmering
milk over a constant flame.

. Isfashion like the Karmachakra of
Lord Buddha, a wheel that takes the
same monotonous turns revolving round
the same axis, whose area and circumfer- -
ence are someway related to the celebr-
ated Il of the Greek alphabet? Or is it just
a line each point within which attests the
preceding and the suceeding generations
between which as a link in the golden
chain of history the present stands.

The history of man is the study of
perpetual movement, of .change. Men
perish in the attempt to remain static and
constant. But history triumphs because
it recognises in changing fashions the
impetus to life, the antithesis of death.

LS.

~ With Apologies

to Shakespeare

Farewell, a long farewell to all my fashions!

This is the state of man : today he puts forth

The tender leaves of figs ; tomorrow trousers ;

And bears his blushing blazers thick upon him.
The third day comes a shirt, a yankee shirt

And - when he thinks, spineless sissy, fully surely
His “‘jackets are ripping; ain't they ?"—nips his looks,

And then he falls as I do.

PN



The Madura Excurston

This is but a frank account of an
excursion —a delightful recollection of
incidents. Itis no “emotion recollected
in tranquillity”. It reports adventures
not unexpected, worthy of mention.

The History Association had picked
out the Puja Holidays for the excursion.
And the destination was Madura. If the
membsrs of the Association were
beaming upon everyone else in the
College, it was not on account of the
Puja holidays. They knew that they
wsre destined to set up a new record
in College excursions - in the matter of
distance covered.

At last the scheduled date for our

departure - the long awaited 26th of
Saptembar had arrived. The earlier
part of the day sped away fast. At 12
noon w2, numbaring exactly twenty,
Mosassrs M., P. Sridharan and T. M. P.
Nedungadi, both membears of the Staff
out of the counting, found ourselves at
the Calicut Station, boarding the ‘Mail’.
The railway concsssions were in order,
the tickets were bought, and every-
thing seemaed in order. But there
was just one hitch. Mr. Sridharan, “our
foreman who had the liberty to stir the
fire” was not to be sesn anywhere on
the platform or in the train. There was
a moment of an Alfred Hitchcock sus-
pense: We raced the platform up -and
down, our heartbeats doing double
- quick work. The thrill had its climax
in our boss suddenly rushing in and
darting into the train as it left the
station. :

“After the first powerful plain
manifesto

The black statement of pistons,
without more fuss,

But gliding like a queen.”

None of us then dreamt what an excell-
ent excursion it would turn out to be.

Once in the train, we did think
about the city we were going to visit.
Madura, ancient and historical city, was
once as tamous as Damascus or Dacca
for its cotton cloth. Imperial city of the
ancient Pandyan Kingdom, it once had
attracted merchants and artisans from
distant Rome. In the era of South
Indian colonisation, Madura had spread
culture and learning to the islands of
the Pacific, had maintained relations
with the mainland of China, and cities
and kingdoms in the Malayan archipel-
ago had bsen founded in her name,
Marco Polo had loftered in her streets.
And in more modern times, the Nayaks
of Madura made it the cynosure of
Tamilakam,

We had among us a few ‘karmayogis’
who were concerned more with the
journey than with the destination. They
sure had taken “Their Chccolate Bus’
and Robert Lynd seriously. One of
them, not much later than we had left
Calicut station, hummed a tune. That
faint start was enough. Consequently
everyone of us rather shouted out songs,
all the jovial ones in our repertoire.
Mr, Nedungadi, the musician as well as
the main photographer of the company,



entertained every soul in the compart.
ment with his merry numbers, one of
which —abwaseom) _was outstanding,
cheerfully backed up by a powerful
chorus, whose baritone was Hema-
chandran.

Thirst had overtaken us as @ matter
of course but the tender cozonuts of
Tanur were equal to the situation. One
point of interest about Tanur Railway
station, where the time allotted for the
halt of the ‘Mail’ is absolutely nil, is its
trade. The tsender coconut business,
especially, is entirely free trade, laissez
- faire in political parlance. Those who
drank, kad it free, for they never had
time to pay for it; those who paid did it
free, for they never drank anything.
This was learnt from experience, biiter
for some.

We proceeded with our concert till
we steamed into Shoranur, There the
cameras of Messrs Nedungadi, Vijayan
and Dhar did good work; that is, if the
clicking of shutters several times is any
criterion. A cup of tea gurgled down
our throats and off we went =

We had to change train at Olavakkot.
We made enquiries of the Station Master
about the train we were to board. His
non-chalant reply was characteristic of
one cf Emett's creations in The Punch,
He pointedto a couple of bogies stand-
ing on the lines next to Platform No. 2,
and said : “If they are not being shunted
to Palghat just now, they will take you to
Madura." We thought for a moment;
we realised that we wereon the metre
" gauge of the Southern Railways.

From Olvakkot the train we boarded
gave us a compartment all to ourselves,
but that we managed AFTER considerable
arguments with the many saffron-colour-
ed passengers, all of whom were pilgrims

to Palni. While some of our party pre-
ferred sleep, ‘@ la portraits of Picasso',
others chose cards,—and let it be con-
fidential, one at least chose answer
papers—and thus the ‘moving’ night was
spent with dreams on one hand. and high
mental and physical activity on the other,

We reached Madura as Goddess
Ushas greeted us with outstretched arms.
Madura! a city it really is! As we strolled
down the wide streets and the broad
pavements, (remember, we were from
Calicut) of that metropolis, we were set a-
wondering by the towering buildings,
wondering what strides this city had taken
down the corridors of ages- For a time,
we forgot the past; we got into the city
bus and headed on to the American
College, where thanks to the Principal,
we were allowed to lodge for the duration
of our stay.

The impressive gate opened to a
very tidy and trim long path, tucked in
at the edges with red bricks, which
Promised a gaunt building at -its termi-
nation. On both sides of the path were
Massive lawns. laid out in taste. Yet
despite all anticipation, the magniticent
sight of that stately building was a deli-
ghtful surprise. And the building itself
turned out to be beyond all these pro-
mises held out by the lawns.

Aliens, we were who had just alight-
ed in this city, and in this new College.
But we were soon at ease, as we were
most warmly welcomed to the College
Hostel by the Warden who delighted in
providing us with every possible facility.
He even sat down in council with us and
dictated our programme for the stay. It
was a packed one, and was arranged not
according to hours but minutes. We had
hardly time to have our bath—the shower
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baths in the Hostel having been opened
to us—when we had to start. We were
informed that we could visit the renowned
Madura Mills, it being the “Ayudha Puja"
day, when all the machines and everyg bit
of the establishment would be open to
the public. We became part of the mill-
ing crowds that moved in and out of the
gigantic structure of those workshops;
some tried to explain how the machines
worked, some gave the output figures,
but most of us were historians, and the
more things were explained, the more
they eluded us and the more amazing,
strange and exciting they looked to us.

We came back to the Hostel, walking
the long road in the noon-day sun. We
wanted some rest and recreation, but the
programme had by this time begun to
take the proportions of aFrankenstein
monster whom we had created but who
was dictating to us and had us at its beck
and call. It now took us by the hand and
led us to the Meenakshi temple, one of
the most famous of South Indian temples,

the temple that gave Madura the name of
‘Holy City".

The bus dropped us just before the
main entrance to the temple, the most
imposing of the four entrances. Being
the Puja day, inside the temple the pil-
grim crowds were huge, and we could
only make a cursory survey of thestructure.
Most of the time was spent listening to
the fables, legends and gossip about the
temple which one of the ‘guides’ regaled
us with. These fables and legends in-
creased tenfold if the payment of the
guide's fees was promptly made. What
with the crowds and our disability to get
on well with the guides, we decided to
come back the next morning and study the
architecture of the temple. We had en-
tered the temple in strict union, for one
slip in the company would mean a person
iost for hours. Yet it did happen. The
thrill of the tour was provided by .one
fellow of our company who strayed and
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stayed away for hours and made the rest
anxious almost tfo the point of reporting
to the police station, Modesty triumph-
ing over egotism prevents me from men-
tioning his name. The temple was crow-
ded with men, women and children, who
often swarmed the corridors (especially
the sections of the temple ‘market’) from
inside, and thus made entrance impossi-
ble. The more people went out, the
more entered. We came back to the
Hostel, tired and determined to go to
sleep. But we were not allowed to, what
with chess, the harmonica and a pack
of cards.

The next morning we went back to
the temple, walked round and round,
and looked into every idol and every
pillar of this edifice. Imposing as it
looks from outside, its art is sophistic-
ated. The repetition of figures of course
exhibited the remarkable control over
style of the artists ; but the overflow of
emotion and the fulness of feeling that
can be seen in every line of tha Tanjore
or Mahabalipuram creations are lacking.
The age that produced the Madura
temple must have been an age of res-
traint, almost of Puritan resiraint, One
could sense it in the attempt to show
sculptural skill in animal forms, and in
the attempt to escape from depicting
the beauties of the human forms.

From the temple to the Thirumalai
Naik Palace is a short cut of a furlong;
and as we approached this great build-
ing, we had not the slightest idea of the
overwhelming impression of awe and
wonder that it was going to give us. Iis
pillars and facades suggested the famil-
iar Greek lines; its domes and ceilings
bear the unmistaksble stamp of Indo-
Muslim architecture and the two
minor towers at the entrance speak of
Portuguese influence. Itis the great-
ness of the Naysk palace thst it combines
these distinct architectural influences,
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vet it breathes eneness and stands as
one architectural unit.

From the Palace we went to the
Teppakulam. Tradition saysthat this
tank originated from out of the stone
quarries that had to be created for
building the Naik Palace. We hired
boats and were for music while rowing.
There were too many Ghantasalas among
us but no Lata or Geets as some might
say; and so no ‘shrieking'. The whole
afternoon we spent in the mandapam
which stood in the middle of the tank.
At dusk we rowed back to the road and
found that our programme wanted us to
visit some of Madura's colleges. We
saw the new buildings of the Thyagaraja
College; and then the National College.
We had a tiring day, the sands of our
finance were running out, and besides
we were to leave Madura that night. It
was difficult to accept the dictation of
the programme which made it plain
that we could not stay beyond that night.
All argument with the Frankenstein was
in vain.

But the journey back was not bad;
we managed to extract the last bit of

merriment out of the excursion. On the
29th of September, late in the forenoon,
as the Jalarpet—Calicut Passenger stea-
med in at Calicut station, a weary, multi-
coloured batch of studenis was ceen
getting off the train, Tired faces they
had, all of them; but their eyes sparkled,
for the Chancellor of the Exchequer of
the excursion, Mr. K. V. Vijayan, had in-,
formed them that the Budget allowed
for a ‘break-up lunch' at the ‘Lucky’
The waiter who attended on us seeing
our merry mood, and our hold-alls,
asked us: ‘“ Where do you intend
going ? "’ “Going? Why, we are re-
turning home ! ”” ““ But watching you eat
in that mood, no ons would say that this
is a return trip ! ”

Well, you hear that? That's what
we looked like. The next class-day
even Bhaskaran Nair had a request to
our two lecturers: “ Please, Sirs, how
about another cne?”

K. M. JAIPAL
Crass IT,




I was Interviewed

I did not know why, but I was feeling
on top of the world. I thought the inter-
view just a trifle. Information gathered
assiduously both from men who had been
in the line and from that indispensable
“Modern Interviews" was perhaps behind
this feeling. 1 received the call; [ went
for it.

I was not alone, There were fellow-
travellers; twenty-one of them. They put
us up in a long hall and fed us on Chap-
pathi and rice—there were other dishes
too but everything had that * Army Qu-
ality” about it, all over. We demur-
red; but the authorities assured us that
the food had ‘nutrition value'. Yet most
of us preferred taste to nutrition.

Besides the nutrition diet, they had
a Club for us. It certainly boasted of
indoor games. The club was maintained,
as we were proudly told, on the contri-
bution of one rupee which every candi-
date paid, whether he was selected or
not. I had an idea that the secret behind
the frequent calls for interviews and can-
didates was this club. I told this to my
fellow-travellers. But they, who had
richer experience than I could claim, told
me that the rupee was the price we had
to pay for the privilege of being inter-
viewed. No mean privilege, as you will
gather. =

In the afternoon we were hustled off
for the tests. Each one of us was given
two precious minutes to prepare and two

equally precious minutes to talk on. We
gave our solutions courageously to such
problems as the Food Problem, the
Korean Problem on which discussions
are being carried on for months and
months by experts. These problems
have confounded even experts. But for
four minutes we rushed in where angels
have feared to tread all their lives.

At the personal interview, I was
questioned about the discipline in the
College; I talked about the attendance
for the Physical Training classes. Then
came the qusstion on the distance be-
tween Palghat and Kozhikode and on
the nature of the road that runs
between these two cenires. I gave him
the distance by rail, and informed him
that unlike the distance between Erna-
kulam and Quilon, the whole distance
was railed, and was comfortable travel by
train. By the spark in his eyes, I knew he
had treated my answer as a memorandum
about the Ernakulam-Quilon rail link.

Was he impressed? Orwas he?
“ Which paper do you read regularly? *

I thought for a while. That was en-
ough. “The question paper at the end
of every term."” He seemed to have been
mighty pleased with my answers. 1knew
I had risen in his estimation. Thenhe
turned to what magazine I read. Nota
moment lost, I replied: * The College
Magazine". He must have been highly
impressed with me, for the next he asked



e was my suggestion for the solution
of the Kashmir problem. Being rather
honest, I answered that as I was pre-
occupied with my studies, I had little time
to attend to these matters of international
importance. In fact I did not even know
whether Dr..Graham, the last time he went
to Geneva to conduct tripartite talks,
wentby plane or not. Regretiully I in-
formed him that as far as the Kashmir
Question was concerned, I had not yet
formed any fixed opinion on the matter.
He shook hands with me; it was warm
and almost seemed to say, ‘“On such
disarming frankness is the Indian Army
built up.” His reassuring smile held out
a promise of at least a Captain’s rank. But
“aman may smile and smile and yet be a
villain." Ah, me! I was double-crossed.

Then it was the turn for the psycho-
logical tests. Any person is apt fo be
confused while doing a job, unless heis
told why he is doing it and for what
purpose he is doing it. All the questions
for the psychological tests were so many
bolis from the blue. And they came
within an allotted time,

_ The first was the ninety question test,

which had to be answered in forty five
minutes. Here are some types: ‘‘1,2,3,4,5
...... what is the next number?" or “A, B,
Gl B E is the fifth letter from A;
what is the fifth letter from PinP, Q, R, S,
T, U, V?" or “Sound travels at the rate of
1100 feet per sec; what will be the dist-
ance covered after five seconds?" The
question paper consisted of ninety such
questions, The purport of these questions
and what the Board can make out of our
answers are for Psychology.

Then came still another crazy test;
some figures full of straight lines, arrows,

triangles, circles, squares etc. The firs
figure had some geometrical connection
with the second, the third with the fourth
or any of the last four. We had to jot
down which of the last four was connect-
ed with the third. A very simple oper-
ation. I had seen such figures and
guestions only in the Children’s Corner
of the [llustrated Weekly of India and I
don't know what they have to’do with the .
selection of the future officers of the
Defence Services of the Indian Republic.
Moreover it is a long time since I relin-
quished my membership of the Young
Folks' League, and whatever I had learnt
under Aunty Gwen is all forgotten.
By the way [ have a hunch that these
figures were supplied by some pssudo-
surrealist @ la Picasso in a weak moment,

This was not the end of the tests.
I was shown a word like “Garden’ for
thirty seconds. For thirty fleeting
seconds, I was allowed to gaze at this
word and then in three minutes I had to
write a sentence on it, We were not
informed what kind’ of sentence, simple
compound or complex. ‘‘Garden"—with
an exclamation mark added, this in itself
could maks a complete sentence, but the
literary ability of the men who correct
this may give them different views on the
matter. :

Then a slide was shown to us through
a magic lantern. - The lantern had per-
formed service beyond all others ofits
kind and bore a close resemblance to the
one used by its inventor Friese - Greene.:
So it is left to the readers to visualise the
results. One slide was that of @ man and

_ a woman and another one of a boy climb-

ing up a rope. We were shown that for
thirty seconds, and had to write a short
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story oni that in the record time of three
and a hall minutes. But I have some
respect for the technique of the short
story and that form of literature to write
one so fast. As for the slide;, a man and
a woman have been the topic from
the time of Homer to the time of
Dylan Thomas. That slide could mean
anything from Adam and Eve to Ava
*Gardner and Frank Sinatra. Volumes
have been written on this topic and still
it remains a mystery. Either this is done
in a sentence or in an endless epic.

The last of the tests was to - describe
my own character. It had to be written
from what [ had heard about myself from
others. Iam by nature very reluctant to
make myself the topic of conversation'and
moreover allergic to egotism. And few
people have shown an interest to discuss
me. It would have been much better if
the Board had asked me to sketch its
character, I want to do it, and how !

But then there may be another
interview ! '

K. RAMANATHAN,
Class II.

Lady of the Ramparts

Scale the stairs with gentle steps
And curb the sidelong darts,
Issues of the shell-blue eyes,
O Lady of the Ramparts!

Toe the top, and stay aloft
To tease a thousand hearts.
Tresses be thy banners high

O! Lady of the Ramparts!

P.N.









National Defence Academy

1. Like a big question mark the pro-
blem of choosing a career facss the new
matriculate and his parents or guardian.
What next? The answer to that ques-
tion is not so easy in a country like India
whers schools turn out matriculates by
the thousand and when opportunities for
productive employment are restricted by
our limited technical and industrial dsve-
lopment. Quite a largs numbsr of those
coming out of schools drift into colleges
and universitiess for higher education
irrespective of the fact whether they have
any inclination for it or whether they will
benefit by a general education which
does not give a specific direction to
their life.

2. But quite often it is not so much
lack of opportunity as lack of correct in-
" formation that accentuates the problem

of finding a career. Few, for instancs,
would know that the Armed Forces offer
a wide variety of careers suited to a long
range of educational and other qualifi-
cations. Generally, when we think of a
career in the Armed Forces we think of
the figh'ing soldier. Fighting of courss, is
an essential part of the Armed Forcss
training, but there are lots of other jobs
to be done and it is here that opportuni-
ties exist for young men who have the
necessary aptitude for them. It is pro-
posed in this article to describe briefly
how these opportunities can be availed of.

3. The main channel for joining the
commissioned (Officer) ranks of the
Armed Forczs is through the National
Defence Academy at Dshra Dun. The
Academy, established in its present form
in 1949, is the translation into tangible

shape of the lessons learnt during Worlds

War II, which amply demonstrated that

success in warfare depends greatly in
inter-Services co-operation. In its joint
Services Wing. therefore, the Academy
gives combined preliminary  training to
cadets of the three Services—Army, Navy
and Air Forcs. As the premier Services
training institution of India, and the first
of its kind in the world, the Academy
sees to it that its standard of training is
in kesping with the great traditions of our
Armz=d Forces and that the new officers
that it turns out are fully equipped, ment-
ally and physically, to play the important
role, in the country's defence, that they
will be called upon to play.

4. Admission to the Academy is
open to all citizens of India irrespective
of their caste, creed or class and subject
only to the minimum educational and
other qualifications prescribed. Merit is
the only criterion for recruitment.

5. Selection for the Joint Services
Wing are made through the Union Public
Service Commission, followed by inter-
views by Sarvicss Selection Boards. The
educational qualifications required are
Matriculation or its eguivalent and the
minimum age limits are :  For the Army
and Air Force,. 15 to 173 years; for the
Navy, 15 to 17 years.

6. On passing out of the Joint
Services Wing, after two years' training,
cadets go to the training establishments
of their respective Services; those of the.
Army joining the Military Wing of the
Academy. Direct admission to the Mili-
tary Wing is also allowed in certain caseg
and special facilities are provided fop
joining this Wing to members of the N,_
tional Cadet Corps and to graduates 1n
technical subjects. Datails regarding t},o
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recruitment of these categories of cadets
can be obtfained from any recruiting
office.

A word here about the method of
gelection. As has b=2n stated, the first
step is a qualifying examination held by
the Union Public Service Commission.
Next come the interviews by a Sarvices
Salection board. It is here that the meth-
od of selection has undergone a complete
reorientation since 1943. The new meth-
od is more scientific and has been so
davised as to enable the selectors to
obtain the bzst material as well as to give
the candidates an opportunity to reveal
the best in them.

Under the old system, selection of
candidates for commissions was made
through a personal interview by an officer
or a board of officers. During their brief
interview, lasting about 20 minutes, candi-
dates had to be judged not only on the
basis of their present worth and ability
but also on their potentiality for develp-
ment as leaders of man. The system had
many drawbacks. However sympathetic
che interviewers might be, the candidates
could not be put at their ease in 20 odd
minutes and hencs correct assessment of
their ability was difficult.

Under the new system candidates are
interviewed by Services Selection Boards
which consist of specially trained officers.
The tests are spread over a psriod of
three to four days. Candidates are com-
fortably accommodated ‘and arrange-
ments for their messing is made by
the Board during thz period of inter-
view. On the first day they are left to
themselves to setile down in their new
surroundings and to g=t to know each
other. On the second day the tests
begin and last for three days. They com-
prise of series of indoor and outdoor tests
to assess the psychological make-up and
leadership potentialities of candidates.

The testing staff of a Selection Board
consists of: the President or Deputy Pre-
sident who are exparienced officers and
have a good idea of the officer material
we want for the Armed Forces; a Group
Testing Officer who is specially trained
for the purpose and administers most of
the indoor and outdoor tests; a Psycho-
logical Officer who takes certain intelli-
gence and pshychological tests. Each
member of the Board writes an independ-
ent report on each candidate from his
own point of view. The testing staff of
the Selection Board are not permitted to
discuss a candidate amongst themselves
prior to the final conference, when each
member puts up his views on the candi-
date. After a discussion, a candidate is
finally graded, views of each member
of the Board having been taken into
consideration.

It will thus be appreciated that each
case receives due consideration and the
fact that more than one person are con-
cerned in deciding the fate of each candi-
date, each one of whom separately gives
his report, obvijates any chances of
favouritism or foul play.

What is life like at the Academy ? It
is neither all work nor all play buta
balanced combination of both. The basic
idea is to prepare the cadets for a life of
discipline, for leadership of men, to
make them healthy and energetic
and to create in them a zest for the career
they have chosen. While emphasis is on
military training, due attention is paid,
side by side, to academic subjects. On
the other hand, there are plenty of out-
door and indoor games and sports and
facilities for the cultivation of interesting
hobbies such as music, photography,
dramatics, mountaineering, hiking, ‘shikar*
etc. and a number of clubs provide
a variety of extra-curricular activity in
addition to developing an esprit de
corps among the cadets.
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While at the Academy a cadet's
expsanses, except pocket money which is
not likely to exceed Rs. 30/-, are borne
by Governmsant. Cadets whose parents’
orguardians® income is bzlow Rs. 300/
p. m, and are unable to meet this pocket
expense even, may be granted financial
assistance by the Government of India on
the recommendation of the District Magi-
strate of the district concerned.

And what does the future hold for a
cadet trained at the Academy? On
successful completion of training Army
cadets are granted commissions as 2nd
Lieutenants. Navy and Air Force cadets
gst commissions in corresponding ranks

Sanjeevan was leaving the military school.
the best cadet and it was his last test.
Officer asked him: “The time is midnight.

on completion of their training in their
respective training establishments. A
2nd Lieutenant starts on Rs. 350/- per
month plus allowances amounting to
Rs. 130/- and upwards. Promotion up to
the rank of Major is by time scale and
thereatter by selection.

But what is perhaps of greater im-
portance to one's future and to that of the
country is the opportunity for national
service and whether you join the Army,
Navy or Air Force, you belong to an
organisation that commands the world’s
respect and your own country's affection

and confidence.

(Coniributed)

He was
The Commanding
The wind is

chill. You are the sentry on duty. Suddenly from behind,
two hands slowly fold round your neck. What will

you do?"”

A conscientious cadet, Sanjeevan replied promptly:
“I will tenderly remove the hands and say, 'Not now,

babef "



An Eclipsed Art

Beauty is beloved ; it is beloved of me,
as itis of you. This emotion, not unmix-
ed with a certain degree of awe, is often
attributed to our aesthetic sense. We do
even claim that by sensing the beautiful,
we are really patronising art. But I can
prove with the least effort the hoilow
nature of this claim.

If mere sense of beauty were responsi-
ble for this love, should not a rose be as
dear to us? We who discover red roses on
a girl's cheek are surely conscious of the
rose's beauty. Moreover it smells sweet
too. However sensitive our aesthetic sense
may be, I am sure it has never sensed any
fragrance in Eve's daughters apart from
those piercing odours of stale cosmetics or
oriental perfumes. The case of Satyavathi,
‘the matsyagandhi’, it need not be con-
tended, is a very rare exception—and
indeed is there a law without exceptions?
The fact however remains that we love
feminine beauty better than the rose.
Why ? Because the fair sex is loquacious.
Perhaps I am mistaken in saying that they
have no fragrance. Thereis in them the
fragrance of their outstanding powers of
talk. They can take the whole of mankind
by their talk. Talking upon sweet nothings
for any length of time, they can command
your admiration, respect, reverence, and
love. We, men are too vain and conceited
to recognise their achievements. Butat
times when the company is dull and silent,
do we not heartily regret that we are no
good at conversation? And who can say
that men do not entertain a secret envy

for these ‘talkative females’? Shakespeare

was certainly envious of this invaluable
asset of women when he wrote:

"

“Silence is only commendable

In a neat's tongue dried
and a maid..... .

He was to have stopped there, Sudden-
ly he became aware of the wrath of women
he would be exposing himself to; of course
he knew that hell hath no“fury like woman
scorned.” So he went on to add ‘not vendi-
ble’ and provoked the fury of a feeble
down-trodden minority alore.” Yes, at this
point of loquacity, man has seen quite an
overmatch in his mate. No wonder if he
humbles himself to the state of a mongrel
cur at her feet!

Why, then, should he marvel at her
powers of talk so much? Because he has
come to understand that silence is the
negation of the very life. He has learnt
from nature how noise contributes to the
fulness and richness of the world. The sea
is always restless and noisy; birds and
beasts too are the same. A new state of
pleasant silence cannot be devised for
mankind, Man is but a part of the living
world and as such he has to abide by the
laws of nature. The first and foremost
law of natureis to keep moving and where
is movement without noise?

To make noise is then an elementary -
necessity of man. Even ‘“Rishis’’ who
preferred a life of solitude, did this by
chanting their mantras and prayers aloud.
But to keep alone and go on making noise
seem unnatusal to cultured man. Lunacy
is'the euphemistic term given to this, As
for the ordinary human beings, the medium
chosen tocreate a noisy atmosphere is
conversation,
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Nobody can lay down any particular
rule for conversation. ‘“The object of
conversation is not to communicate ideas,
but it is to keep up a buzzing sound”,
wrote Robert Lynd. Buses make a buzzing
sound, mosquitoes do the same; the noise
when wind passes over dry grass alsoisa
buzz. Is it possible to include all thisin
a particular framework? Indeed the buzz
over the dining table or at the night club
is best appreciated if it is shared by
common sympathy. That is why subjects
like weather provide an excellent beginn-
ing for the conversation. In the parlour
of Mrs are assembled, the women of
the neighbourhood just for some merry
talk and easy time, Nobody having any-
thing particular to say, weather comes in
handy as a preface:““O, my | how terribly
hot it is?’’ staits one.

“By Heavens | look how this kid here
issweating!”’ snaps in another:

““O! to be in Coonoor, now that summ-
er is here” A third one: ““I wish I had
bought that weather wholesaleand brought
it over here.”

“Really 2" joins a young bride, “my
husband (she continues when her affected
wonder subsides) writes from Darjeeling
that he had to get three blankets the other
day and yet the cold is so awful. And do
you know (she adds with much interest
-and without pausing for breath) the price?
Prohibitive, I shouldsay! Sixty rupees
each.”

“Sixty !|” wonders all and in the typi-
cal Crawford Market manner they go on to
discuss rising prices or decontrol, each one
trying to emliven the company by her
inexhaustible store of anecdotes and per-
sonal experiences ; how the sudden rise in
the price of cucumber shocked her almost
toa heart-failure and so on. See how sub-
jects of common sympathy stir up the
company.

This may not be thecase always.
Often subjects of common sympathy are
difficult to be unearthed. Three men over
a cup of tea ; there are two of them who
had been in the College together. They
go on sharing for a while the happy ex-
perience of recalling their college days—
and indeed mankind has a peculiar endear-
ment to reminiccences to which distance
lends an added allure.

‘“The Prineipal? Can you expect
such sociability from a man of hisstatus ?”

- Thus they go on discussing the lectur-
ers, throwing themselves heart and soul
into their topic.

“And what about the — Lecturer ?”’

“The man whom we nicknamed
‘adolescent tendency’’*?

“Yes, yes, adolescent tendency !”
they laugh together.

“The thought of him has filled me
with a sense of remorse ever since. How
nice a gentleman, yet what cruel remarks
we used to pass about him in secret !”’

“You remember that day when some-
body laid a caterpillar on his chair ? What
harmless fun did he provide that day with
hisill-placed fury and — *’ thus their care-
worn hearts are getting momentarily
warmed up and awakered by the wine of
reminiscence. All this time, the third
person is showing his impatience by his
frowns and occasional dipsinto the watch.

“Off with your silly talk’” jumps in
the fellow exploiting his familiarity, “I am
simply bored”, and with that comes the
tragic end of one of those very rare occa-
sions of an agreeable noise. Who do you
think is the bore here ? Do you consider
the two who are heartily enjoying the -
conversation mere twaddlers? The fact
that the third person cannot stand a bit
of agreeable talk makes him the bore
here. lLet us grant that he is not inter-
ested in the topic. Even then, should he



not be civilised enough to appreciate the
art involvedin their harmonious talk ? He
is really a very disagreeable fellow, unfit
for society.

But the most conspicuous example of
such kill.joys is to be found among men
who lack the talent for talk and are oblig-
ed to remain the listeners of society. The
champion talker of the company is narrat-
inginall 2arnestn=ss someinzident in which
perhaps his own self appears lime-lighted.
For one thing it is not in these listeners to
appreciate his sincerity. But what is more
loathsome is the way these people —utter
failures as conversationalists, themselves —
wink. at each other with suggestions of
contempt and derision and smile anirritat-
ingly condescending smile as if they
-mean: ‘‘Itis purely outof human sym-
pathy that we listen to the boring talk of
this emptiest-headed chatter-box here.”
Such people are the black-legs of society-
They can be best compared to the fox
which decreed: ““The grapes are sour”. It
ismere frustration esrpressing itself in
themas scorn and indifference for the
achievements ofothers. Still it will be
possible to detect in the heart of theirhearts
a pathstic inferiority complex, a deep
regret that they are not good conver-
sationalists.

Need I hesitate any further to declare
that noise is the pulsation of life; that con
versation is the awakening nerve which
helps society recover from its stupor ?

I do not want to alarm anybody when
I say that the sublime art of conversation
is getting more and more eclipsed with
the progressof this mechanical age. Man-
kind as it were is ‘speeding up’ its
attitude towards life and its experiences
are indeed most disheartening, Man, it
seems, hassetout 0a an endless journey.
In the midst he seldom finds patience or
leisure to sit quiet and chat for a short
while, with his fellow - travellers. *'This
disease of modern life with its sick hurry
and divided aims’ is thus showing itself

as a real threat to our favourite art. Men
of blunt taste are even attempting to
blackmail it. Lovers and patrons of con-
versation cannot remain idle when emin-
ent persons like Cowper begin to wield
their prejudiced pens against our heroes-
the conversationalists. Arise, awake
friends, and raise your voice above all:
“We want protection to this ancient art of
conversation.” Meanwhile let imiuense
petitions and memoranda be presented to
the authorities concerned suggesting steps
to be taken immediately. Here are afew:

1. Politicians and leaders should
be trained to bes good-humoured and
loquacious. :

Speech-making is a very close ally to
conversation and very often one becomes a
handmaid and even a part of the other.
Encouraging oneis thus an encourage-
ment to the other also. Unfortunately
our politicians take care to encourage
none. “The dearth of good-humoured story-
tellers’”” among them is yet another thing
to be bewailed. Politicians are as Mr.
Adam Adil (of all people!) puts it “‘a
sombre crowd”. In this disheartening
state of affairs our hopeful eyes are centr-
ed on one great man alone. Pandit Nebru
may not be very good humoured buthe
spares no pains in prod ucing a marvellous
lot of lengthy, eloquent speeches, nay
exhortations. He is setting an example to
be followed. But we should not be con-
tent with this alone. More time should be
devoted by him and other leaders fcr the
manufacture of lengthy speeches and for
talking at others.

2. Women who are the most active
among talkers should be specially
encouraged.

Providing them with extensive ameni-
ties for social work will serve a double
purpose since most of the social work
these days, is remarkably accomplished in
the parlours of society dames. Our Govern-
ment really deserve to be congratulated on
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their excellent plan of training social
workers from among women. Even if
some paltry sum has to be spent on their
count, it should not be grudged. To
speak the truth, only the women social
workers do care now-a-days to fulfill the
social duty of talking. Along with congr-
atulating them for their excellent service,
I recommend them more leisure from their
domestic obligations and undertakings so
that they will find themselves {ree to
- “warble the woodnotes wild” incessantly,

3. Story-telling should be popularised.
A spicy story is the very spine of
conversation, These unwritten stories,
always characterised bya pleasant exagger-
ation make the narrators ‘“‘society stars’'.
From old grandmother downwards these
story-tellers have an individuality of their
own. Theirstories abide by Browning’s
dictum of being ‘“‘always old and new",
This quality is miserably lacking in many
of these “‘written” stories that invade the
press and readers every day. Unfortun-
ately however, the story-teller is not given
his proper status in modern society. This
flaw has to be rectified immediately.

Selecting the Story-teller Laureate and-

honouring him with awards is only one
of the urgent measures needed. Allowing
professionalism in story-telling will help
attract men to this trade, Competitions
_also can be held and tempting prizes
awarded- I do not recommend another
five-year plan to promote all these, for the
solitary reason that one is already hung
around the common man's neck, like the
Mariner's Albatross,

The method adopted by foreigners in
encouraging story-tellers is to be emulated.

Take for example, the Burlington Liars’
Club. That Club is holding a contest
open to liars who humour their company
with their exaggerated stories. Recently
it selected one Mr. Harry Cummings (of
Texas) to occupy the throne of world
champ liar and awarded him a diamond
studded medal. And what do you think
was Cummings' fantastic story? It was
about the size of mosquitoes in Japan, He
said that it was with much difficulty he
believed those ‘six-footers' who approached
his bed to be mosquitoes. ‘‘Suddenly" he
continued “I heard one of them say, ‘Do
you think we should eat him here or
should we carry him home?’," After a
minute's consideration the other replied:
"Let’s eat him here. You know very
well that if we take him home, big
mosquitoes will take him away from us”,
Who would not goall the way to Texas-—
and evendon the sombrero - to enjoy his
pleasant company ? Yet another story by
B. H. Lycan (of Portsmouth) will provoke
your smile and leave you wondering at the
marvellous powers of fat talk and tall lies :
“Recently I had a cottage to paint
and no ladder; I therefore broke two or
three thermometers, rubbed my feet and
legs with mercury and as the day was
sunny and the mercury rose [ started
painting all the way to the eaves. Then I
walked over to the roof to a shady side,
painted that way down as the mercury
began sinking."”

RABINDRANATH P.
Class I1.



The Almost Perfect Murder

I admit I was rash in having bought
it. Buat what else could one do? What
better investment than real estate? And
it was a jewel of a house too, Rightona
good road, not too far away from the
business centre. The wide sandy beach
was not more than a five minute walk.
Look at it from any angle, it was tops. I
bought it, and T admit I was rash. It had
been rented last for forty rupees a month.
I did some mental arithmetic and found
that at this rate, Rs. 480 a year would
be mine,

I putin an advertisement and sat
back expecting enquiries to stream in but
believe it or not, not even one came, for
the whole of the first week. Then a few
fellows bzsgan to approach, I would show
them round the house., They would nearly
sign an agreement but would comein next
day to call the deed off. My friends had a
wise look on their faces, but what did I
care for those know-alls? Anyway the
house remained vacant for six moxnths.

I thought it was timeIdid something.
I tried selling it, but that too never seemed
to go beyond the enquiry stage. AtlastI
gave up my dreams of Rs, 40 a month and
condescended to Rs. 33. I know it was
agreeing to be robbed, The house next to
mine fetched forty-five chips for its owner,
and mind you, mine has electric lights.
But luck was against me. It forced me
down to Rs. 30 and then ah me! to 25, ‘At
this moment walked in Govinda Menon. -

My heart leapt. Here was somebody
who was not superstitious. He called on
me and asked me whether he could have a
look around the house. Could he? In

fifteen minutes I had him there and took
him rightin. No one could but beim-
pressed when I switch on my high pressure
sales talk. If my friends tell you that
the only person I impress is myself, you
can be sure that they are being envious;
mere puppets in the hands of the green-
eyed monster.

I ought to have known that there
would be a snag, It came, He shot the
question at me: “Who was your last
tenant ?”’

“Mahavir Timber Syndicate” I said
and could have bit my tongue off for hav-
ing said it. He must have known it immedi-
ately. Who wouldn’t with all those news-
papers splashing the news asif it were
some August 15th or something like that,

“Oh, the company that crashed?” said
he. ‘So thisis the place of Mahavir's
suicide?”

I nearly wept. ‘“‘Look here” I said
‘‘he was an old fool who for once had taken
the easy way out. The house has nothing
to do with it.”” I thought it was the end
of the bargain. I locked up the house in
silence that could be cut with a knife. I
put the key -in my pocket. Then G. M,
asked from behind: “What about the
rent? How much do you want ?"

“Twenty five rupees”’ the
amost fell out of my mouth.

answer

“When do I' move in ?" asked Menon,
It took some time for me to realise
that he had rented the house. “You
mean to say that you are taking the
house ?‘f - I asked sort of incredulous. '
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“Now itself, if you don't mind.”

I made a belated attempt to carb my
eagerness, but he seemed indifferent. I
touched him for an advance and got it.
Twenty-five crisp ones, The age of mira-
cles was on the way.

Govinda Menon wasa clerk just trans-
ferred to our town by some superior
officer, A messenger of God, T would say.
He also thought that he made a good
catch. He did get the house cheap. He
was in his middle thirties. Within a week
his family was there. His wife wasa
typical country girl. And he had three
kids, two boys and a girl. I madeita
habitto drop in on almost all evenings.
The children were sprightly and rather
liked me, Perhaps because of my pockets
bulging with sweets.

Menon interested me because he was
unusual. He looked slightly disappointed
and his wife looked much the worse  for
the heavy household duties, I could
understand their troubles in having to
live in the town on a meagre salary. Menon
would talk of himself, his work, but his
favourite theme was how Dame Fortune
scrupulously avoided him. He wanted to
be a Bachelor of Arts but four precious
marks never permitted him. ~Of course I
took this with a pinch of salt. He hailed
from an aristocratic family of Palghat.
He seldom spoke about his wife or her
peopl: but once it slipped out that she
camefrom Veranjipuram. Thoughl tried
my best, I could not glean anything
besides. I liked them, yet I always felt
that there was morein this than met the

eye.

Very soon T had to leave the town for
three months on my business toar.
fifth of every month brought me twenty —
five rupees without any fail. I even

The:

thought of slightly increasing the rent
within a year or two.

My tour took me to Veranjipuram.
My sister was there and all on a sudden I
remembered that this was the home town
of Mrs. G. M., Veranjipuram turned out to
be a smallish place where everybody knew
everyone else and knew the skeletons in
the cupboard as well. My sister was al-
right and my nephew was also okay, but
for the habit of pilfering all the lcose
change in my pockets., 1 kept the -small
coins always out of his reach thereafter
and dreaded the day when he would know
paper currency as well,

Ilost no time in asking my sister
about G. M., She was surprised that I knew
him. T lit a cigarette and leaned back
feeling secure and with pleasant anticipa-
tion of a juicy scandal. It took her three
hours and a lot of digressions to give me
some information. But it was worth it.
I recalled the frustrated expression on
Menon's face. Well, minus the digressions
here goes the story.

G.M. was the scion of a family,
wealthy and influentjal —in the past of .
of course. He grew up a spendthrift,
true to type. He was intelligent but
somehow got stuck at the Bachelor of
Arts hurdles. He thought it beneath his
dignity to make a seccnd attempt. So he
joined the Provincial Government service
and was paid Rs. 40/~ a month. Butour
Menonhad other irons in the fire. This
may be an age of democracy, equality and
what not. But there are still people to
fawn on you if your great-great-grand
father - the one who was hanged — was
married to a real live princess or some-
thing equally improbable. Menon knew it
and obviously made good use of it for he
married the daughter of the richest man in
Veranjipuram. That man sure was rich.
G. M, never knew why he was rich or ior



that matter how. He took his wife to
Badagara where he was posted and he
spant his salary in a couple of weeks. Of
course the next thing he did was to write
to his father-in-law. The father-in-law
was supposed to lend a helping hand.
This father-in-law did nothing of the sort.
G. M, wrote again. No reply. He went
in person. He was duly thrown out.
The whole village listened to the old man
exhorting upon the spendthrift modern
youth, G, M, providing the illustration.
They never met afterwards but the father
was not the one to regret it. He saved a
lot of expense.

Business called me away for two weeks
and as soon as I called on my sister on my
way back, she started talking. And that
means she started talking about Govinda
Menon.

He had been there again. The old
feud was patched up, “You know, G, M.
has reconciled with his father-in-law,
What d>y you know? He has even taken
him home to stay with him" cooed my
sister. :

“Stay with him?” Icried. And Iwas
so excited that the smoke of the cigarette
went in the wrong way, and kept me
coughing while sis droned on. The old
man, it seems had fallen ill one fine morn-
ing. Who else but G. M, rolls up, clasps
the old man’s feet, and puts over a bigre-
pentanceact, in other words, played the
compiete prodigal. Theold man refused
to melt at first but he mellowed when it
was suggested that he was to be taken
along with G. M. for expert medical advice,
The old man hated to spend the three
rupees he had to on the local vydier. So
when G, M graciously suggested treatment
at town and what was more important
at G. M's. expense, the old man fairly
jumped at it — out of his sick bed.

I was dumbfounded. I was so dazed
that I allowed my nephew to filch two

rupees thirteen annas and six pies before I
left the place.

Way back home on the train, I thought
it out, (Train is the place to think
things out if you know what I mean), It
was sheer murder. Look at it this way..
Whoever took that house of mine had
some old man dying there within six
months, Now you see daylight, don't you?
I mean why I stepped down from Rs. 40 to
Rs. 25. There were three cases of families
arriving and leaving within six months
minus a beloved old father or a dear old
mother. The last but one tenant tried to
be smart. He removed his old man before
the climax came, The father was removed
to the hospital. A week at the hospital
made him sound and healthy and he came
back to the house. Within that week of
his return, asilluck and my house would
have it, he had a relapse and he died -
before they could remove him to the
hospital again,

I used to think that if one in the
family died under that roof then the spell
would be broken and that the rest would
stay happily ever after. But nothing so
sensible ever occurred to them. The last
one was a limited concern, Now a spell is
not supposed to attack a limited firm which
has only a legal existence. But perhaps
this one was the exception to prove the
rule. Mahavir Timber Syndicate took it
and within the six months, the Company
declared four annas seven pies in the rupee.
To crown it all Mahavir, a grand old man
on the wrong side of sixty, committed sui-
cide in the top room, Of course, it became
the talk of the town.

No one would take the house because
they had heard the story somewhere. All
except myself and that explains how I
bought the house. I had read about the
Mahavir incident in the newspapers but
never knew that this was the house which



boasted of the record. Now here was G. M.
taking his father-in-law there, an old man
over seventy. It was plain murder.

Icalled on G, M. as soon asI was
back in town. My -worst fears were realised.
The old man was sinking but he was
putting up a tough fight. And he could
afford to do it with his horsey constitution,
He was only piling up the bills, but what
did G. M. care? His wife was the only
child and she would inherit a rich legacy.
Three doctors were in attendance. G. M,
was doing it in fine style; get the old
crony before the all-important six months
were out and then call three of the best
doctorsin town. He talked in a respect-
ful funeral voice about the condition of
his father-in-law, but sure he was smiling.
Why shouldn’t he? He had the perfect
murder scheme.

I used to call everyday. One day I
found that things were heading fast to-
wards the critical stage, the denouement.
The old man was fighting for breath. I
decided that it will not be done in front of
me without my doing something about it.
At once I called G. M. aside, and told him
of Dr. Koran. He was a retired Professor
from the Medical College. G. M. thanked
me and he asked me to fetch the doctor
myself, It wasa tough job, making Dr,
"Koran move. He harped upon the fact
that he was sixty and that he had positi-
vely retired. But I switched on my high

pressure talk, this time about duty and
saving a life to win a passage to heaven,
I took Dr. Koran with me, I led him
inside the house. We came to the stair-
case. He demurred saying his heart was
not what it was and stair-climbing was not
the ideal tonic prescribed for weak hearts.
He climbed it though scrupulously he paus-
ed for breath every two steps. He examin-
ed the old man and was not very hopeful.
But he sent the servant to fetch some new
anti-biotic. In an hour the servant was
back, and the doctor gave the injection,
Believe it or not, the old man began to
come round. Within fifteen minutes the
old man was alright but hope died in my
breast when everyone around said that it
was the last flicker of the dying flame.

We escorted Dr. Koran down and at
the bottom of the stairs he sat down a
bit. We showed him to the nearest chair.
He did not speak. Then in a rather low
voice he asked for a cup of water. Govinda
Menon went to get it. Before he was
back I saw the doc grasp his chest in pain,
slump forward, and gasp. His body stiff-
ened in a minute. I shook him but there
was no response., As 1 felt his pulse,
G. M, returned with the glass of water. I
told him: “It is a case of heart failure’’.
A medical man would have said: “Coronary
thrombosis”. :

GEORGE GEORGE
Crass II




Democracy at Home

Damocracy is a difficult and complex
concapt. Contradictory interpretations
of democracy are given by American and
Russian thinkers. What is democracy for
Russia is termed dictatorship by others
and what is democracy for America is
called bourgeois capitalism by people
elsewhere. This crisis in thinking can be
avoided by removing the political bias in
the interpretation of democracy. Agree-
ment has first to bz assumed on the basis
of the democratin spirit, which is essenti-
ally the devslopment of the personality
in man. It is in this context that the in-
fluential value of democracy at home (a
badly n=glected sphere of practical de-
mocracy) has to bs emphasized before its
national significance is pointed out.

A little of comparative thinking will
convince anyon= that ths element of
natural dzvelopment from household
economy to nationalr economy is con-
spicuously absent in the political organi-
sation in a democracy. Thus ths family
has not dsvelopsd as a democratic unit.
On the contrary when on the national
scale there is a great emphasis on a de-
mocratic set-up often the family is allowed
to stagnate as an undemocratic unit.

The family is not only a unit of
society; it is also a unit of government.
The origin of this unit lies in the free
consent of the husband and wife to live
togsther. Th= natural development of
ths family with the addition of young
ones takes no note of the opinion
of ths nsw - comers who are to live
together for a large part of their lives.
Hencsz it is all the more important that
there should bz the democratic spirit at
home. The Home government should

not be the monarchy of the father or the
mother; or the: Oligarchy of the elder
brothers and sisters. It has to be the
government of the members, for the
members, by the members! It is
only such an emphasis on domestic
democracy that will eradicate any
sort of slave mentality and nurture
in the members, including domestic ser-
vants, conviction in the dignity of human
personality.

Unfortunately stable family govern-
ments are becoming scarce because of
the incessant attacks of the social evils of
the modern era, For stability the three
aspects of governmental organization,
legislative, executive and judiciary have
to be emphasized with peculiar signifi-
cance. Olten the family legislature is not
organized with the result that the rulers
frame autocratic laws without consulting
the powerless members. After all the
Home Legislature can afford to be the
ideal legislature where every member
has a place. Who knows whether the
youngest member in the family household
will not turn an original speaker at the
weekly Family Meeting and influence
the Family Time Table which will
represent the domestic law? But alas!
for the present it remains a quixotic
imagination.

Again perhaps it is the extreme
instability of the family Executive that
causes chaos in many of our domestic
governments. As a rule a set of members
called domestic servants bear the brunt
of executive duty. Those with a historical
bent of mind will remember the
slaves of the ancient democracies. But
itis a grave crime to insist on any form
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of 'slavery’ even though polite, in the
modern household, There must be
sharing of responsibility and remunera-
tion as well as of thoughts, feelings and
aspirations. This will sustain the belief
of the members in the dignity of human
labour and personality. The domestic
servant is not for the service but the
domestic service is for the servant - quite
reminiscent of the Scriptural doctrine—the
Sabbath [s for Man and not Man for the
Sabbath.

Blind leadership is the curse of the
age both in the family and in the nation,
The world is now bsing driven to a crisis
because of the "block spirit” of the
American and the Russian political philo-
sophies. India for her part is working out
her own new political philosophy which
has unique characterestics. She won her
freedom after one of the strange blood-
less revolutions of world history. And
now she has to face innumerable social
and economic problems. In solving her
problems she has to avoid the capitalistic
bias of American democracy and the

'slavery’ of Russian democracy. Our
countrymen cannot —anymore remain
politically idle and tolerate social and
economic slavery. But we cannot also
ignore the fundamentals of our philoso-
phy of life, based on the dignity of the
individual developed at the family level.

Great responsibility therefore falls
on the rulers of our households, . the
benevolent autocrats of the traditional
Indian household. Times are changing
- and foreign ideas have bsgun to influence
the imagination of our youth. Unless the
home is made the basic unit of democra-
tic organization the situation will prove
to be hard for the average social thinker,
organiser or worker, No doubt domestic
democracy has significance even in our

activities in the cultural and economic
spheres.

For India where the concept of
decentralization is given an important
place, to get immediate economic better-
ment, greater significance has to be seen
in small scale domestic industries as is
done in countries like Japan. A demo-
cratic set up at home will make it at the
same time a cultural unit, and a social
unit with its religious, industrial, educa-
tional and other implications. The
absence of such an emphasis has led us
to such stagnation and lethargy that even
when a National Five Year Plan is pro-
claimed, our {family democrats have
nothing special to say or do and so days
drag on in unending monotony devoid of
enthusiasm for even national activities.
Sir George Schuster, a recent distingui-
shed visitor to our country pointed this
out in one of his speeches.

It will be conceded that our families
are now cradles of slave mentality be-
cause slavery is almost inevitable in the
present state of affairs. Invariably a well-
to-do family has a host of servants and in
a poor family all the members are slaves
in the sense that they depend on others
for subsistence. Unless the spirit of
independance and self-reliance is culti-
vated in all families the future indeed is
gloomy. When slavery on a national
scale in the form of a political philosophy

- faces them, people will be easily led to

submit to the fancied atiractions of
foreign ideals. For the present we can
only raise our voices and say with the
philosopher ‘‘Charity begins at home"
and add, democracy also.

S. G. MAMPILLI B. ‘A., B. Com,,



THE WITNESSES

V. S. Pritchett, the noted critic and
short story writer, writing in a recent
issue of ‘The American New Statesman
and Nation', remarked: “A generation
that has not read The Bible will find a
great deal of English literature and
especially postry incomprehsnsible
and they will bs obliged to pick up
their references paintully as they go
along as those of us who have no classi-
cal education have to do when we meset
classical allusions; but I think the
decline in Bible reading has been
exaggerated".

Perhaps Pritchett had “The Witness-

es” in his mind when he wrote this.

For it is a modern poem inspired
by The Bible and dealing with the
characiers in the New Testament.

“The Witnesses” by Clive Sansom
snatched away the coveted prize in the
Poetry Competition held by the Arts

Council of Great Britain in the Spring of
~1951. [t was the Arts Council's aitempt
at starting a new kind of literary patron-
age. High priests of mocdern English
criticism, Sir Maurice Bowra and his
kind, were the judges, and this poem on
these old stories, they decided, was the
best. Thus “The Witnesses’ is another
example of the revolution that is taking
place in the realm of English poetry. As
a matter of fact, poetry is an art-not
merely an art, but one ranked in the
very front rows of the fine arts. The

definition of art is ““Skill as applied to

subjects of taste’”. Taste is not the same
for all. Varying irom man to man, from

place to place and from time to time, it

has no universal standards. And so the

style of writing poems —an art in itseli-
cannot but submit to changes. And at
the same time, this style differs from
post fo po=t.

Look back into the history of English
poetry and it does not take much time
to tealise the rhythmic swing of the
literary pendulum from classicism o
romanticism and then agsin to classi-
cism. It was one such reaction that
brought poetry irom the smug self -
complacency of the Victorians to the
never-ending and desperate searches of
the modern poets. With no ideals to
fight for, with no goals to fix their eyes
upon, they began to wander, ‘“‘a lost
generation”. They had “shape without
torm, shade withcut colour”, and this
formlessness slowly and steadily spread
its tentacles to grasp not only the matter
of the poems but their manner alseo. Ere
long, the studied obscurity of Ezra
Pound and the deliberate digressions of
Eliot became the features of modern
poetry. Most of the imitators, like all im-
itators, mistook the shadow for the sub-
stance. The reasons for thas essential
dignity of the masters were not appreci-
ated, - Perhaps the obscurity and
formlessness were accepted by the
imitators because to them they came
natural and also handy.

““The Witnesses’ suggests a reaction
from this morass of half —baked ideas
and ill-expressed fancies. This new poem
ig solid. It is clzar. Written in conven-
tional metres, with a real regard for
rhyme and assonance as factors contri-
buting to the music of poetry, it deals,
as already mentioned, with a noble .
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theme. Digging a “wasteland’’, austere
in its baldness, for the hidden =stench
and filth is no task for the fine fingers of
Clive Sansom.

About the theme: it is a collection
of evidences, autobiographical in nature
given by witnesses, those who had
witnessed some aspect or other of the
life of Jesus. They are all here; the
haunted Judas, the hot-headed Herod,
the Jesting Pilate; John with his devotion
and Andrew whom he made a fisher of
men; even the inn-keeper's wile, the
shepherd in Nazareth, and the Pharizee
are here. But there is the sirong vein
of one Personality running through all
these small and separate pieces, anim-
ating them, giving them a continuity
and imparting to hem a sublimity. This
presence of a central impulse makes
the whole poem vigorous and strong.

Yet this is not to suggest that the
form is outmoded, the diction “worn out.
Then, instead of being a dynamic piece
of art, ‘“The Witnesses" would have been
a mere school exercise. The theme is
old ; the form is not ‘modern’. Agreed.
But both have been revitalised by the
prevailing climate of thought and sen-
sibility. ‘Moreover, the poem qgains in
" dramatic quality since all the witnesses
are individualised. The rustic and dull-
witted wife of the inn-keeper and the
madman of Gergesa are drawn in such
firm lines that they can anyday hoild
their own with such inherently intense
dramatic portraits like those of Pontius
Pilate and Mary of Magdala. Or take
Martha of Bethany for an example, who
grumbles,

“It's all very well
Sitting in the shade of the courtyard
Talking about your souls,

Someone's got to see to the cooking"

- Yet one should say that the philoso-
phical strain trespasses at times as when
the inn-keeper’'s wife says :

(13

.. The world is a sad place, .
But wine and music blunt the
truth of it."™

The diverse characters and these
diverse opinions in short paint for us a
very good picture of the Holy Land at
the time when Jesus sirode across it
like the Colossus that he was. These
various opinions obviously spring from
various motives. The Pharisee knows
too well that Jesus,

“He threatens your finances,
The temple dues, remember,
Those plump white profits

On sacrificial lambs,"

vet he would gladly join in with the
Sadducee to “witness his stoning with
the profoundest satisfaction", for the

soclety of the Pharisee has no greater
threat than Jesus.

“The man endangers our
very existence
Threatened with
submergence
By waves of heathenism, ,
our single hope
Lies in the observance of :
religious ritual

As a nation.

The badge of Juda."

If the word “Mother" is the greatest
one word pcem in the langvage, then the
author has succeeded in making Mary a
synonym for mother. In the character
of the doveseller we find self-justific-
ation at itz worst. Caiaphus is also
smitten by the same weakness ; and it is
he who carries through the deal with
Judas, over which he exulis:
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..... The fruit hangs ripe for picking.
One of the Nazarene's followers,
a man called Judas:

Offers the evidence we desire—
i no enemy
Like a disappointed friend | — private
conversations
Meant for their ears alone.
Yes, words enough
To dam for ever the breath that
spurted them.,"

In Boy Mark’s witness, we see the feel.
ings of a sincere and true heart when
one whom heloves is in danger. There
are two stanzas describing the scene
at Gethsemane:

“These words I heard on the
moonlit hill :

‘Father, hear thy son!
Remove this cup, and yet Thy will,
Not mine, be done’
“Now, on his brow, great pearls

of sweat
Glisten like drops of dew
Silently, under Olivet,

My tears are falling too”

The beautiful descriptive ability of
a poet, of the thoughts and emotions of
various types of men, in the simplest of
words, is manifested in the poem. The

few words in which the poet expresses
the ecstatic joy of the you that the Pcol
of Siloam is arresting:

“And when I stooped

To wash it away,

In the water I scooped

The day was day !"
Each piece presents akaleidoscopic
picture of some man or woman associ-
at=d with Jesus. The brevity of expres-
sion is exquisitely employed in portray-
ing the discreditable past of Mary
Magdalene. And what a regeneration !
Momentous, simple and powerful.

I wiped my lips and bound my hair
And tomen's surprise

No longer walked throuch the
Street of Doves

With sidelong eyes."

The transformation was perfect, it was
complete: “I was & woman once
more—"

A little child said of Jesus:
“Like poem his talk was:
The words that he said
Were strung in the sunlight
Like pearls on a thread —"

One feels like saying the same of Clive
Sansom’s work.

Miss REBEccA JACOB,
Class II



Folk Culture in India

A revival of interest in Indian folk
culture is markedly seen at the present
day. The collection and publication of
Vadakkan Pattukal and similar ballads by
the Madras University is only cne inst-
ance of the interest shown by our uni-
versities in the research and study of
folk culture. In keeping with this reviv-
ed interest, magazines and journals carry
academic articles cn different aspects
of folk {festivals and the traditional
practices associated with them. The
present essay is concerned with the
significance of folk culture to the study
of Indian history.

“‘What precisely is meant by ‘folk
culture'? Itisa term widely applied,
bandied about from both platforms and
soap-boxes and is therefore in need of
a scientific definition. Folk culture is
commonly conzidered to bz the “culture
of the backward elements in civilis-
ed societies.” However inadequate
such & definition i3, it dosgem-
- phasise that folk culture is som=thing

that exists side by side but apart from

- the generally accspted or advanced
culture of any society; that therefore it
" contains elements of conflict with the
~ dominant culture in any civilised
- society. To illustrate: The - Kufii-
“chathans and Gulikans and the lestivals
associated with these “devil-dancers”
. can bz considered to represent ‘Jolk
. culture' in our own day because the
~culture that they represent is not the

. accepted culture of our society. The’

‘interest in iolk culture lies precisely

in the fact that there is always a conflict -

bstween folk culture and the culture of

- developed " society, and this conilict.

thers exists

exists because of the weaknesses of the
advanced culiure of the given society,
The student of Inaian history will fail to
form a correct or compleie picture of
the sociely of any period of India's past
if he does not possess knowledge of the
different folk cultures of India.

Yet folk culture is essentially
the idiom of cultural expression current
among the -people in a feudsl scciety,
such as prevailed in medieval Europe

_or in India till the advent of the British.

In other words, the existence of folk
cultuie prssupposes a self —sufficient
and static economy, where agriculture
and handicraft are clossly linked toge-
ther and where society is divided into
small groups, one above the other in the
order of scocial position and influence.
It has become the practice to identify
feudal culture with the culturs of the
manorial houses, or the monasteries or
universities of Europe; or taking India,
to identity the temples, the viharas,
stupas and chaityas with &ll that is cul-
ture in India's feudal past. It must be
conceded that "this. culture, however
advanced it may be, is only the culture
of a section of scmety, and the fact that
folk culture, side ‘by .side
with this culture in time, is proof that
largs sections of society lay outside the
influence of the advanced culture.
Students of Indian history who foday
study about the social and econcmic
conditions of the Brahmanic period, or
the Mauryan or Gupta Age will do well
to remember that apart from the culture

-of which they find so much in aurhoni-

ative text books, there is a folk culture
of the same pericds which hss not been’
fully. explored.. Only a- =study of
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these folk cultures will give the student
a complete picture of these forgotten
strata of society. Such a study will
show how in the course of long centur-
ies, this folk culture and the people who
created and developad it, influenced
social and historical development for
good or for bad.

It will be correct to say that in all
communities of feudal society the folk
culture is an expression of the tension
tnat exists between court or temple
culturs and the popular modes of cul-
tursl expression. In feudal society all
strata of socisty from tne serfs to the
landlords and the royalty accept the
main structure and organisation of
society bscauss the cantralisation of
society a‘chisved by court or temple
oromises greater social security to the
pzople in contrast to pre-feudal
society; but at the same time within this
acczpted framework, there is always
tension between ditferent csstes and
groups. That tension is seen in folk
culture.

Tllustrations of this point can best be
appreciated against the general back-
ground of Indian social history. The
original Aryan settlers brought to India
a religion of Nature worship which could
not immediately take root among the
people of a country who were imbued
with the culture of Harappa and Mohen-
jodaro. The pre-Aryan culture of the
indigenous peoples was preaccupied with
the concrete struggle for existence and
they were familiar with the myth and
ritual of the soil, a culture which centred
almost entirely around dramatic identifi-
cations of desire—desire for rich crops,
for successful procreation, and for every-
thing else essential for a life of plenty
and the conquest of environment. This
is seen in the worship of the Mother
Goddess, of the Linga and of a prototype
of Siva, familiar to all students of the

»

Indus Valley civilisation. When the Ary-
ans established themselves as rulers
thanks to their fast moving horse-drawn
chariots, the ratha, they were rulers di-
vorced from the soil and the indigenous
peoples. They developed-it was inevi-
table that they would develop- their
religion in the direction of metaphysics
and speculation. The conflict between
the conguered and the conquerors shifted
from the battlefields to the field of
theology. The conqusred continued to
flaunt their old forms of worship while
the conquerors went on creating their
advanced culture. The nature of this
conilict between the Aryan invaders and
the indigenous peoples and the assimila-
tion of aspects of this folk culture by the
advanced Aryan culture helps the Indian
historian - or should help him - to delineate
the terms on which Aryans and Dravid-
ians agreed to build a new composite
society. ‘

As a minority community the Aryans
had no intention of forcing their ideas on
indigenous populations; yet whenever
Brahmin oppression was acutely felt,
there was a tendency for the conquered
to rally behind the indigenous myths and
rituals as a subtle and perhaps uncon-
scious means of expressing their protest.
But when these popular protests became
a threat to the social structure, the con-
guerors had no alternative but to make a
compromise—first by tolerating the in-
digenous myths and then later assimilat-
ing them into the orthodox religion. In
this way myths that began as po-
pular heresies almost invariably end-
ed as incorporations into the Hindu
pantheon, and it is this process of revolt
and assimilation that account for the
exceptional complexity of Hindu my-
thology with its innumerable gods and
goddesses. '

It may be suggested that Buddhism
was an expression of this aspect of revolt
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inherent in folk culture. Buddhism took
the shape of popular revolution against
Brahmanic priestcraft, and swept across
India on the revived memory of the lost
group-life of the conquered peoples,
proclaiming the equality of man and
calling upon man to seek perfection in
his own way without the intervention of
the priest, irrespective of caste or con-
vention, The philosophy of Buddhism
taught “‘salvation by knowledge, but it
was not the same abstract knowledge
cultivated by the earlier Brahmin phi-
losophers. Drawing its strength from
human activity, it substituted practical
scientific knowledge in place of abstract
and codified knowledge which had lost all
contact with reality.” But Buddhism
which began as a revolt was later made
respectable enough to make Buddha yet
another of our gods. Revolutions similar
to Buddhism, each one religious in form
but social in content, and expressed
richly in folk culture took place at later
stages of Indian history. They were later
assimilated. Itis against the background

of this wider historical process of revolt
and assimilation between Aryan and
pre-Aryanism that the folk culture of
India must be studied. And it is in being
able to throw light on this process of
revolt and assimilation that the signifi-
cance of folk culture lies.

Historians in India are today engaged
in the discovery of the pattern of Indian
history. Some claim to see that pattern
in the development of the doctrine of
non-violence or in a general sense, of
Indian philosophy; some claim to see in
the history of India the development cf
India’s fundamental unity; still others
her federal existence. But no attémpt
will succeed which fails to take note of
the persistence of the folk tradition in
Indian society; and only a complete study
of the Indian folk culture will lead to the
reconstruction of Indian history on
scientific lines and help to delineate the
pattern of India's social and political

development.

M. P. SripHARAN B. A. (Hons)



Wordsworfh for a Day

"Up, up my friend and quit your bzoks

Let Nature be your teacher "

Unconsciously Shanker was repeating
these lines and covering  his face
with his palms, he bzgan to think.
Yes, his favourite post was Wordsworth.
He was yearning to be ‘a Wordsworthian
scholar. Numberless volumes of the
poet's work lay scattered about him in his

room. He wanted to be a Wordsworth-

and that was his ambition in life.

He woke from his reverie and-watch-
ed from the window the human sea, off for
the day’s labour. The Wordsworth in him
was roused and clenching his fists, he
turned his face away to avoid seeing the
tret and fever of the city life.

Once more he was at his desk and
he glsnced over those lines again. He
knew well that it was nature that made
. the post what he was. He decided to quit
his books and study from the book of
nature. In his "Life of Wordsworth ",
the beautiful Lake district of England lay
stretched before him. He imagined him-
- self standing on one of the precipices in
the twilight with the blue skies above and
the sparkling waters of the lakes below.

That night when he closed his . eyes
in slumber, he dreamt that he was rowing
over a blue lake in the moonlight, with
the majestic roar of the waterfalls and the
songs of the nightingale keeping him
company. He never knew where he was,
till he saw " Kashmir" written in Hindi
on the side of the Shikara, He woke from

his dream muttering to  himself:
nKashmir, the paradise on earth". He got
up at the break of day and gazed outside
his window. The fresh morning breeze
cleared his thoughts and he decided that

_Kashmir would be the spot of inspiration
for him. He was a man of action and
wealth. In a few days, he was speeding
towards Kashmir. The lovely countryside,
with its tall poplars and cypresses, seem-
ed to beckon to him. He took great care to
choose his hotel and was happy when he
saw one suited to his taste, in the midst
of nature at its best. The running brook,
the lofty gray haze of the majestic moun-
tains, the pearly dew drops on the smart
sprouts of grass-blades, all made him feel
like a post of nature and he really consid-
ered the vernal wood yonder capable
of imparting lessons of moral good and
evil more than all the sages of the
universe .

A glimpse of the lake through his
window urged him to read Wordsworth’s
'Prelude’ - that rowing adventure of the
post as a boy in stolen boat-and it made
a deep impression on his mind. He
remembered his dream and was thrilled
at a new idea that flashed across his mind.
That night, he decided, he would have
the same adventure as the poet and
who knows?—he too may be able
to write another ' Prelude’. At midnight,
he came out of his room in his hotel, and
stood by the lake. There was a pale
moon: all around was silence; only the
ripple of the waves and an occasional
song of a distant nightingale disturbed
that solemn hour. He looked around and
thought that anvone could be a Words-
worth if only one were born and bred in
such a lovely place, '
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He got into one of the boats and
soon found himself rowing on the lake.
As he rcwed on and on, he heard the
rumble of a nearby waterfall; he slowly
directed his boat to the banks and stepp-
ing out, went in search of the waterfall. He
reached a precipice and looked over the
edge of doom, and saw the sounding
cataract. Had not a sounding cataract
haunted Wordsworth like a passion, years
ago?

He did not know why but this sound
filled him with awe and instead of
pleasing and inviting his mind made his
blood run cold. Nature seemed to be
furious and it frightened him. A thousand
ghosts would not have made him more
panicky. His thought was to run for dear
life, for he felt that an unseen fiend was
dragging him towards the edge of the
precipice.

5——

He retraced his steps and reach=d
the banks where he had kept the boat. He
heard voices and saw some men advan-
cing with lamps and torches. Suddenly
they pounced upon him. He was about
to step into the boat, when a sudden
blow made him reel and fall to the
ground. Before he lost his senses, he
heard a voice: "“The rogue! He had the
cheek to steal my boat!”

- When he opened his eyes again, it
was dawn. He was lying on the banks
while the spray from the waterfall laughgd
at his face. A sharp pain at the nape of his
neck reminded him of his Wordsworthian
adventure. A deep sigh escaped him and
he muttered to hitself ”Poets are born,
not made”

Miss PrREMILA M.
(Old Student.)

TO SHANKER!

Poet of Nature, T‘hou hast yet to know

That stolen boats seldom sight Parnassus;
" And Garrﬁ’s and Raleighs mould a Wordsworth.

BB



Impressions of a Carnival

e

The Drones' Club- the Drones to be
exact - were having one of their yearly
ebullitions, and happening to be in the
neighbourhood one day, I just strolled in.
They called it their ““Grand Carnival”’, I
was rather curious to see what it was all
abbut, never having been to one before,
although almost all our local Clubs and
Associations held each their own annual
Carnival. The Drones' Carnival was my
first, and it shall be my last. Iam satis-
fied for a lifetime; having grown ‘sadder
and a wiser man’, ;

Not that there was anything seriously
wrong with the way it was conducted.
What got my grat was why they should
have given it such a flaunting name as the
‘“Grand Carnival”, It would have been
more to the point to have called it the
‘“ Parish Mothers’ Annual Tea-Drinking
Party” or something of the sort, and
then I would unstintingly have given
the Drones all the kudos they deserve.

I don’t know who was the originator
of the Carnival idea, bul whoever it was
must have turned over in his grave at this
Drones Club affair. On second thought, I
should say, he must be most energetically
rolling over and over in his grave at each
of these modern interpretations of his
Dream Child. The Saturnalia of the
Romans was mainly, so to say, materialis-
tic. The Latin warriors were more interest-
ed in catering to their stomachs than to
their souls. The Carnivals that the Popes
instituted, —and these, in fact, are the only
genuine articles —were primarily meant
to edify the plebeian mind.

These modern Carnivals belong to
neither of these categories. They fill

neither the Upper Storey nor the Middle
Temple. They ought never to be given
that name. A ‘fete’ or a ‘show’ would
be all right, and people with common-
sense, who could aficrd to call a spade a
spade and not a steam-roller, always do
that. Thatis how we have these Flower
Shows and Dog Shows and others of that
motley ilk, the former where canines are
not allowed, and the latter where only dogs
are admitted, with owners attached of
course. These seem to be rather indispen-
sable adjuncts to our civilization.

There were not many items in the
Drones’ Carnival. The highlights were
the songs and dances and the amateur
theatricals.

Of the first I won't say much, as I lay
no claim to be an expert in the line. They
were definitely tolerable. But I have
rather decided views about the latter. Not
to mince words, they were first-rate flops.
What obviously was meant to be a tragic,
touching scene brought the house down
with laughter, while the comedian’s chest-
nuts were received with great roars of
silence.

There were besides, diverse little side-
shows which do not merit particular
mention. ~

T

The greatest point of attraction,
however, is yet to be told. The Drones
had got up a number of games of skill —
or chance, have it what you will — where
chaps knocked down bottles or putted a
ball into a tin-can, and did other such
various feats. Those who were successful
were awarded prizes. Of course, they had
to pay first for entering the game. Icould
see a number of young blades in this
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miniature Monte Carlo, intent as if they had
staked a kingdom or a bride on the result.

The last port of call, which certainly
was not the least, was the Drones’ Buffet.
It was enough to make our old friend start
his acrobatics again. No longer were to be
seen the fountains running with wine, or
‘oxen roasting whole on a cheerful fire.
Old man Ahasuerus, the Wandering Jew,
would, I thought, have something to say
about this, after the Bacchanalian revelries
he witnessed in his younger days. The

strongest drink was a rather dubious
coffee ; and the food would not have satis-
fied a hungry worker-bee. But it would
have made Pope Sextus weep for joy. It
was all part of the Carnival Spirit.

And this finishes the inventory. It
was this storm in a tea-cup that caused so
much excitement, and proved a six-days'
wonder while it lasted. I was not amused.

An Old Boy,



'The Old Students’ Day

This year, for the first time in the

history of our O5A; a ““ Day ** was observ-.

ed with great gusto. ~ In the past, it was
customary for old students to meet once a
year, usually on the evening after the
College Day Sports. At such meetings,
bare business was transacted over a cup of
tea. They were tame affairs, and passed off
unnoticed except by those few who were
present. The OSA Committee this year
decided to change the old order, and may
I say, ring in the new.

The Committee said that no more
should our annual gathering of old students
be tacked on to the College Day Celebr-
ations, thus denying it the limelight, but
that we must have a full day’s program, all
our own. This decision obtained the
blessing of the authorities of the College,
and so Republic Day- January 26 — was
also christened Old Students’ Day for our
College. :

In taking this decision, the Committee
had in mind another important consider-
ation. Our OSA had so far worked in
isolation, with no contact of a real nature
with the present students of the College or
its Staff. Tothe students in the Senior
Intermediate Class, and the S, S. L. C,, the
OSA, if at all they knew of such a thing,
was an unembodied spirit, just a name,
The Committee realised that such a situa-
tion was most unsatisfactory, especially
when it knew that the present senior
students will become its constituency in a
few months.

A sub-committee was formed with the
purpose of arranging this one-day celebr-
ation, It was to be a celebration in which
the present senior students would also
participate.

. fun too!

The celebrations began with a meeting
of the old students and the present senior
students with Mr, P. P. Hassan Koya, the
young and enthusiatic- President of the
OSA, in the chair. There were quite a num-
ber of old students, and a much larger num-
ber of present students. Several old stu-
dents spoke, including a lady, on what
College life was like when they were stu-
dents themselves. Some of the experiences
narrated, and incidents and anecdotes
recalled by these fairly old “Old Students”
amused the young men and women. The
fact that the audience (those of “you who
know a student audience would bear me
out) remained most receptive throughout
the entire morning session, which was
composed of speeches, showed that this
program had been well-received.

After lunch the OSA met at 3 o’clock,
for its business session, This was a brief
sessien, which chose the officials for next:
year by re-electing those of last year, with
only one minor change. Thissession also
passed the Accounts, which were duly
audited and presented.

Then came the Tea given by the OSA
to the present senior students. There

‘were about four hundred and fifty persons,

and it was so. arranged that there was
apparent disorder all about the place,
The eatables were in a nice-looking paper -
box, and these were stacked on tables
kept in different spots on the Verandah.
Cups and saucers were similarly arranged,
and tea was available only attwo or three
fixed points. All this meant moving about,
first to get your box of eatables, then for
your cup and saucer,and then for your
tea. All this meant informality, and good
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This account of the Old Students’ Day
would be incomplete if I did not paya
glowing tribute to the way in which the
present students cooperated with us. After
tea, they put up an excellent program of
entertainment, which was highly appreci-
ated by all, The Celebrations ended witha

-subscription dinner which was attended
by about a hundred persons.

As we finished our dinner and went
our several ways, we might have thought
of this aspect or that event in our
Celebrations. Perhaps some of us’ felt

criticisms surging up within ourselves,
against the way tea was served, or the taste
of the rasam at dinner. Itis sufficient for
us to realise that we were participating in
something new and good which we hope
will be continued in the years to come.

Note: To those who get puzzledin
this age of abbreviations, let me tender
this explanation: OSA when reasonably
expanded reads “Old Students’ Associ-
ation®,

N. GEORGE JOSEPH, B, A., (Hons)

IN SEARCH OF TEA: ON OLD Stupents’ DAY,




+ IN MEMORIAM «

Wk W
Samuel Thomas - Balaji~was the youngest son of Mr & Mrs T. M. Thomas.
He was a student of the Senior Intermediate class of our College and was one of
a party of lecturers and students who went on an excursion to Thengilakkadav
on November 8, 1952. He slipped and fell into the water while playing in
the river, and though he was brought to the bank in an unconscious state and
rushed to the hospital, he died on the way.

Talland quiet, Balaji had a smile for one and all. A boy so eager to help
the old and helpless is rarely seen. On his way back from College one evening,
he was seen getting off his bicycle all on a sudden to help an old womanin her
fruitless attempt to pluck some flowers beyond her reach. The good deed done,
he went his way oblivious to the looks of surprise and admiration of the
passers-by. We do not know how long the woman had been trying to get the
flowers but it was only Balaji’s kind heart that went out to her in her difficulty.
The day before his death he was seen helping an old man who had just alighted
from a busto a nearby house. Although it was long past 10 in the morning and
pretty late for College, he waited for the man to come out and considered his
job done only after he had helped the old man intoa bus that would take
him home,

Balaji was always seenin the evenings sauntering along flanked by Judy
and Laddie, his two inseparable canine friends. How can one forget Balaji’s
assuring smile—as if to say that his Alsatians were as friendly as their master,
while these dumb creatures looked up to him, wagging their tails in approval?

Suddenly and under tragic circumstances was this dear one snatched away
from us. The College today is poorer for his loss.

“I know he will awake

And smile on me as he did yesterday;

And he will have some gentle word to say,

Some kindly deed to do, for loving thought
Was warp and woof of which his life was Wrought
He is not dead. Such souls forever hve

In boundless measure of love they give.”

*
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SOCIETIES

STUDENT CHRISTIAN
MOVEMENT

The movement started functioning
this year with great gusto. A student
committee consisting of the following
persons were elected to carry on the work
of the movement ;

Mr. G. George...... Secretary
Mr. P. C. George .....Asst. Secretary
Miss Enid Pushpavathi...... Treasurer

Miss R. Jacob ..... Women’s Repres-
entative, Class II.

Mr. P, E. Thomas...Men’s Represent-
ative, Class II.

Miss Prabhavathi Chandran...Women's
Representative, Class I.

Mr. Mammen Mathai..............Men’s
Representative, Class I.

The inaugural meeting was held on
23rd August 1952. Rt. Rev. T.G. Stuart
Smith, Bishop in North Kerala delivered
the address. He spoke on the challenge of
Communism to Christianity and on the
methods of meeting this challenge.

We had the distinction of having in
our midst Mr. Kenneth B, Smith, an active
member of the Student Y. M. C. A -the
U. S. counterpart of the S. C. M — who had
come to [ndia as a delegate to the World
Conference of Christian Youth held at
Kottayam. He advised us to work earn-
estly for the fulfilment of the S. C. M. role
in everyday life. The gathering that

evening was deeply moved when he obliged
us by singing two Negro spirituals.

The next meeting was held on
February 1, 1953 when Mr, George Joseph
B. A. (Hons)., Secretary of thelocal Y. M.
C. A., who was a delegate to the World
Conference of Christian Youth, addressed
us on the *‘Story of the Conference and
my impressions of it’’.

We got up a small-scale Fancy Fete
on December 19 and 20 in aid of the
Pemmal Leper Colony conducted by the
Madras - Vellore - Chidambaram S. C. M.
This would never have been the success it
was but for the whole-hearted co-operation
and untiring efforts of Christian and non-
Christian students, To all those who have
helped us in these many ways, we owe a
deep debt of gratitude.

In addition to these activities, not
the least important is the weekly devotion-
al meeting which we hold regularly on
Wednesdays in the College chapel, where
we are joined in worship by a few non-
Christian students too. We may also
humbly record that we made a small
contribution out of our mite to defray the
expenses of the Remembrance Day service
of the World Christian Youth Conference
held at St. Mary’s Church, Calicut.

We pray God to give our successors
the tenacity of purpose, the firmness of
will and fidelity to the faith to accomplish
what we have left undone.

G. GEORGE,
Secretary. -
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SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE

The main work of the Yeague this
year was in the field of Adult Education.
We began with great handicaps; first, we
had no trained workers to conduct the
night school, Mr. Appu Nambiar who had
attended the Adult Education Training
Course conducted by the Director of
Public Instruction, having left the College
to take up work elsewhere; then, we faced
the problem of thin attendance at our
classes. When we began our night school
here at College, in the last week of the first
term, we had six students, and about 30
student-teachers. The attendance began
to thin towards the end of the second term
and came down to four. This thin attend-
ance is partly due to the fact that there
are a few night schools being conducted by
different organisations in the neighbour-
hood of the College. They too have
the same problem of thin attendance.
This deplorable state can be altered only
if there is one central night school in the
area, where our Social Service League
members can also go and work. In spite
of these difficulties, we have kept alive our
night school here at College, and that is
a matter of some satisfaction.

In one sense this year was eventful to
our League because we branched out in a
new and right direction. We opened a
night school in a village some nine miles
away from Calicut and very near Kunna=
mangalam. We began with fourteenadults,
and throughout the year we had a steady
attendance of twelve. The classes were
conducted thrice a week, and in spite of
many weaknesses in the organisation and
running of this school, we may claim that
this promises to be one of the achievements
of the League. The night school at
Kunnamangalam would never have
succeeded in the measure it has done were
it not for the sustained help of Messrs K.
P. Padmanabhan, M. Karuppan and

Oy
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P, Balakrishnan Nair. My thanksto them
are here recorded. '

The Adult Education Centre at
Kunnamangalam was formally inaugurat-
ed at a meeting on Pongal Day, 1953. Our
College Speaker, Mr. O. Bharathan presided
over this function, and Sri Thayatt
Sankaran addressed the audience, gathered
in the main hall of the Kunnamangalam
High School. The meeting was followed
up by a Variety Entertainment, the high-
light of which programme was the
Malayalam rendering of Tchekov’s * Pro-
posal.” To all those who assisted us in
the work of organising this function, on
behalf of the League I express thanks.

Tt is our hope that with next year we
will be able to undertake schemes apart
from Adult Education work. We had
planned this year to organise a Sociological
Study Groupand a faint beginning was
made when we organised a two - day camp
of our workers at Kunnamangalam during
the Michaelmas holidays. This Sociologi-
cal Study Group will, it is hoped. start
regular functioning next year. We also
hope that next year we may be able to join
with other local social service leagues in
such work as cleaning up the open drain
at Vellayil.

Our difficulties would have been multi-
plied manifold and our work largely left
undone were it not for the steady support
and guidance of our Principal, to whom all
of us offer oursincere thanks,. The Social
Service League and its members will also
remember with gratitude the help that Mr.
T. M. P. Nedungadi rendered on many
occasions. -

I thank all the members of the League
who have given me their cooperationin
large measure and among them I may
mention K. P. Padmanabhan, M, Karuppan,
Sanjeevan, Moideen Koya, Janardhanan
Nambiar and Balan Nambiar Ch. Some
of them will leave us at the end of this



e pass

year, but the Social Service League may
face the new year with the confidence that

it will have the services of another band of
devoted workers.

M. P. SRIDHARAN,
Lecturer in Charge.

* ¥
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COLLEGE PARLIAMENT

The activities of the Parliament were
inaugurated on 13th August 1952 by Sri.
B. C. Verghese M. A, Dr.H, S. S.Lawrence,
Lecturer in Psychology, Government
Training College, Calicut, presided on the
occasion, On the 26th August, the Parlia-
ment met to debate on a resolution
moved by Mr. XK. M.. Hashim:

psom altolo:cunTelwlcs @oanocuecono
Mo ajMdallermo ® 01 fa el lssmma.
Mr. K. T. Raghavan led the opposition.
This session of the Parliament was ad-
journed to 22nd October when the
resolution was passed. The debate served
to show that we had no dearth of orators;
although it must be stated that the maiden
speeches were mnot received with the
tolerance that they deserved.

The organisation of the Mock Debate
on UNO Day was one of our achievements.
The ‘“General Assembly’” began with a re-
solution moved by Com. K. M. Hashim call-
ing for the admission of Republican China.
This was heatedly debated; the American
delegate Mr. Jayakumar making a speech
that almost upset the mike arrangements.
After an impassioned appeal for admission
by the delegate from Republican China,
Mr. A. Radhakrishnan, the General Assem-
bly gotinto a revolutionary mood and call.
ed for the admission of Red China. Having
done this, the General Assembly proceeded
to discuss : “The Kashmir Demilitarisation

Problem. India was represented by Sri
O. Bharathan and Kumari Rebecca Jacob;
the case for Pakistan was presented by Mr,
P. Revindranath and Miss Prasanna M. K,
The debate looked almost interminable
with delegates from Iran, Iraq, Philli-
pines, Egypt and even Chile partici-
pating! But statesmanship saved the day.
The Pakistan and Indian delegations
agreed to a joint resolution calling for the
setting up of a Commission that would
organise futher discussions between the
two parties.

We carried on the tradition of organis-
ing Joint Sessions of the Parliaments ofour
College and Guruvayoorappan College. The
first session held on #th November was
presided over by our Deputy Speaker,
Mr, K. M. Hashim, Miss M, P, Premi and
Mr. O. Bharathan, both students of our
College, won the first prizesin the English
and Malayalam oratorical contests respe-
ctively. The Variety Entertainment on the
occasion was provided by the students of
the Guruvayoorappan College. The second
joint session was held in the Main Hall of
our Collége on 16th January 1953. Miss
Elizabeth Koshi, Speaker of the Guru-
vayoorappan College presided over the
session, In this session too, the first
prizes for English and Malayalam elocu-
tions were won by students of our College,
Miss M. P, Premi winning the prize for
English elocution, and Mr. K. T. Raghavan,
the one for Malayalam. We present-
ed a short programme of variety
entertainment. The success of the two
joint sessions, particularly the one held at
our College, is due largely to Mr. T. M. P.
Nedungadi who was almost a friend,
philosopher and guide for the Parliament
on such occasions.

Messrs K. T. Raghavan,
P, Revindranath, W. Jayakumar, and Miss
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Premi deserve to be congratulated for
maintaining the high traditions of the Coll-
ege Parliament by winning prizes in a num-
ber of oratorical contests. They will surely
remember with gratitude the wast help
which the College Parliament gave in de-
veloping their talents for public speaking.

The wvaledictory address of the
College Parliament is yet to be organised
and we approachit with mixed feelings.
For who can help regretting that the
College Parliamentis about to close its
activities for the year?

The Cabinet of the College Parlia-
ment was composed of :

O. Bharathan (Class II) : Speaker
A. Raghunath (Class IT) : Secretary
C. Chandrasekaran (Class IT): Member
in charge of Reading Room
Miss M. P. Premi (Class II):
Lady Speaker
Misses Vimala Chandran & Rebecca
Jacob (Class II):representatives
Mr, K. M. Hashim (Class I):
Deputy Speaker

Abraham John (ClassI):
Asst. Secretary
Ram Mohan (Class I) : Member in
charge of Reading Room
Sybil Cambil ;: Deputy Lady Speaker
Misses Prabha Chandran & Bhanu-
mathi Amma (Class I) : representatives

I must express the thanks of the
College Parliament to the unfailing advice
and considerate assistance which the
Principal gave us at all times. To all
those who cooperated with the Parliament
and helped in its work I offer thanks,

May the rusting harvest hedgerow
Still the travellers’ joy entwine!

May the rusting harvest hedgerow’
Please other men!|

O, BHARATHAN,
Speaker,
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MALAYALAM ASSOCIATION

The activities of our Association this
year were characterised by much vigour.
Holding regular meetings and conducting
literary competitions was our program for
the year.

The election of the office-bearers of
the Association was conducted in the first
week of August 1952. The following were
the members of the Working Committee:—

Mr. J.F. Thaddaeus — President

» C:S. Ezhuthachan — Vice-President
» A. V. Harihara Iyer — Treasurer

,» M. Sreedharan — Secretary

,» K. Karuppan — Asst. Secretary
,» P, Balakrishnan — Member

»» M. Radhakrishnan
Miss M. P. Pankajam
,»» P. C. Kunhamma

”
¥
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Theinaugural function was held with
great gusto on 27th August 1952. Sri
A. P, P. Namboodiri, Lecturer in Malaya-
lam, Farook College presided. Sri. M. V.
Devan inaugurated the Association with
an address on ;: ®#LIQ.enm oM AIG oY) Yo,

Mr, T. M. P. Nedungadi presided
over the first ordinary meeting. The
pioblem ‘“‘€laz@'® SalaslOQES NS
eomeal?’’  was heatedly discussed. Many
speakers participated in this debate.
At ameeting held on the 14th January
under the presidency of Sri K T, Raghavan,
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a speech wes delivered by Sri Thayat
Sankaran, an eminent short story writer
on “®eiw1eel @yo1omood sam e’ The va-
ledictory address of the Association was
delivered on the 25th February 1953 by
C. K. Mohammed Koya, one of our old

students. The subject of his address was
«ol@em)® &Hallmads?’.

It is our regret that we could not
get Sri. G, Sankara Kurup and Prof:
Mundasseri to address the Association,
although we came very near doing it. We
wish better luck to the Association
next year,

The literary competitions were held
just before the College Day. Messrs
K. T. Raghavan and O. Bharathan stood
first and second respectively in the
elocution competition, In the essay
competition, Messrs O, Bharathan and
K. T. Raghavan stood first and second
respectively., Prizes were distributed on
the College Day.

_ Our heartfelt thanks are due to the
lecturers and students who helped us in
our work,

M. SREEDHARAN,
Secretary.

*
#** *'3!'

SCIENCE ASSOCIATION

: The Association will look back on the
past year with justifiable pride in its
steady work throughout the year. It had
been our earnest effort to provide the
members with the opportunity of cultivat-
ing the talent of public speaking and of
hearing the speeches of eminent men in
the field of science.

The General Body first met on
14-7-52 with Mr, O. Achutha Menon, M. A.,

ex-officio Vice-President of the Association
in the chair and elected the office bearers.
The composition of the Working Com-
mittee was:

Mr. J. F. Thaddaeus .... President

Mr, O. Achutha Menon]v_ et
Mr. U. Narayanan 1 Vice-Presidents

Revindranath P...... Secretary

Somasundaran Y ..... Asst. Secretary

Raghunathan A ..... Treasurer

Jayanarayanan U. & Miss Mariyamma
Mammen : Members

The Association ‘was inaugurated by
Sri V. P. Kannan Nair, Vice-Principal,
Government Training College, Calicut.
The Inaugural meeting was presided over
by Dr. B. S, Bhimachar of the Central
Fisheries, Calicut. Discussions on *‘ The
Need of Scientific Approach to our food
problem”’ and “Science and World Peace’
were held at two meetings, with Messrs
T. M. P. Nedungadi B. A. (Hons) and

Sebastian Mampally B. A., B. Com.,
presiding respectively. A symposium
on ‘“Modern Science is a threat to

spiritual progress’’ was held on January
19th, 1953 with M:z. M. P. Sridharan B. A.
(Hons) in the chair. The association had
an opportunity of hearing Mr. Koman Nair
of the Kerala Polytechnic, who gave us an
account of ‘ Radio Broadcasting and
Reception’”. Mr. Sunder Kini of the
Govt. Oil Factory, Calicut presided over
the last meeting of the Association and
Fr. Vergotini delivered the wvaledictory
address. A social function under the
guidance of Mr. J. F. Thaddaeus, our
President, was organised on 23rd February
which was characterised by much mirth
and merry-making.

The tragic death by drowning of
Balaji Samuel Thomas, our friend and a
member of the Association was a great
shock to us, In his dear memory the
Association has decided to give a prize to



the student of Class II who scores the
highest aggregate of marks in Mathe-
matics, Physics and Chemistry in the
University Examination of March 1953.

Let me take this opportunity to thank
all the patrons of the Association in and
outside the College who have helped us in
our various activities.

P. REVINDRANATH,
Secretary

*
** ***

HISTORY ASSOCIATION

Theinaugural address of the Associ-
ation was delivered early in the first term
by Mr. M. P, Sivadasa Menon M. A., and
the first job which the Association took on
hand was the organisation of a ‘historical
excursion’ to Madura. All those who were
mambers of this excursion will treasure
this experience. Allow me to call it a
feather in the cap of the Association,

Mr. M. Parameswaran Nair M. A,
presided over a meeting of the Association
on 8-10-52 when Mr. I.G. Menon M..A.,
spoke on - ‘ Planning for Peace’. We had
the opportunity of listening to Mr. Kenneth
B. Smith, who spoke to us at length on
““The American Revolution’’. This meeting
was more than a meeting; it was a
seminar! Early in the third term we
organised a discussion on *‘ British Influ-
ence on the Study of Indian History.”
The discussion was initiated by Mr. P. T.
Srinivasan and a number of speakers
participated, among whom may be men-
tioned our History lecturer, Mr. M. P.
. Sridharan. On 29th January 1953,

Dr. Pavamani M. A, Ph. D, delivered a
most interesting lecture on ‘ My Experi-
ences in the United States.” This meeting
was presided over by Mr, T, M, P, Nedungadi
B. A. (Hons)., A year of satisfactory work
is about toend, and we approach our
valedictory address with pride,

The Association bade farewell to
Mr, Appu Nambiar M. A,, in the beginning
of the year who left us to take up work
elsewhere, Towards the end of the year,
when it was time for us to bid goodbye to
our lecturers, Mr. U, Vijayaraghavan B. A.
(Hons)., our Logic lecturer left us to join
Government service. The Association had
thus to organise two farewell functions,
and to the members who co-operated with
us in this work, thanks are to be rendered.
The composition of the Committee elected
for the year was:

Mr, J. F. Thaddaeus—President.
Mr. M. P. Sridharan — Vice - President.

Mr, P, K. Kunhikrishnan — Secretary;
Mr. K. M, Hashim — Asst, Secy; Mr. E. R:
Sukumaran, and Misses Padmini Chittaya-
gam and Rebecca Jacob represented Class
11 on the Committee; Mr, K. Sivadas and
Miss Parvathikutty K. represented Class I.
It is my privilege to thank them for their
unstinted work for the Association. May
this Association organise many more €x-
cursions, and many more seminars is the
wish of all of us who will bid it goodbye
this year!

P. K. Kunhikrishnan,
Secretary

*
#**‘ *_*



ATHLETICS

Football:

The latter half of the second term
saw the beginning of Collegiate Soccer
tournament for colleges in Malabar. Our
first encounter was with Government
Brennen College on their home ground.
This was a fast encounter in which our
defence shone to excellent advantage,
Sanjeevan and Moideen Koya, bsing in
form. We lost'the game because of our
weakness in the forward line. We have
at least the satisfaction that we lost to a
team that reached the final round in
the Collegiate Soccer for the whole of the
University.

The composition of our team is:
Frederick William; Bharathan O, and
Sanjeevan P; Hashim, Moideen Koya,
Goray; Sachidanandan, Ramachandran,
Sivadas, Vijayan and Chandran.

We played more than ten matches in
all of which we fared creditably. If the
team is able to build a forward line which
.is more opportunist and develops a little
more understanding, it can go much

farther in the Inter-Collegiate Soccer
Tournament.
P. P. SACHIDANANDAN,
Captain.
*** ***
Hockey :

This year we played more than
twelve matches, all of which we won. We
had theresfore high hopss of our team. In
the Inter-Collegiate hockey fixtures, we
lost to the Guruvayoorappan College by
a solitary goal. This defeat was all the
more unexpected bscause in friendly

matches played against them, we had
beaten them by clear lead.

Towards the end of tne second term,
we entered the Asher Memorial Tourna-
ment, which was played on' the Victoria
College ground, Palghat. Our team had
the services of two players from our High
School. The first fixture was against
Kerala Polytechnic which we won. We
lost in the final round to the Agricultural
College, Coimbatore, by 2-1- In this
keenly fought game, Sivadas, Cheriyathan
Moideen Koya, and the captain played a
great-hearted game.

The team was composed of: Hashim:
Stanley Edakadan and Goray; Moideen
Koya, Ramachandran. Francis
Raphael; Sanjeevan, Anantakrishnan,
Sivadas, K. V. Vijayan and Eapen Chacko

I express thanks to Mr. Sebastian
Mambally, our English Tutor who gave
us valuable tips. My thanks are also due

to Mr. P. C. Mathew, our Physical
Director.
M. ANANTAKRISHNAN,
Captain.
St * %
Basketball :

We may proudly say that our Basket-
ball team is the best among colleges in
Malabar. In the Inter - Collegiate fixtures
for Basketball, we defeated the Brennen
College, the Guruvayoorappan College,
and the Government College, Mangalore,
W= reached the Zonal Finals where we
lost to the Sacred Heart College, Thevara.
They defeated us by a convincing margin
and we regret that they, who defeated us,
lost in the Presidency Finals. !



=g

1 am proud to write that in our team,
almost every piayer has distinguished
himself in some other branch of Sports,
such as Hockey, Football and Athletics.
The team was formed out of the following:
Sanjeevan, Moideen Koya, Janardanan,
Sadanandan, Ramachandran V. K., Hashim,
Damodaran Nambiar A. C, and C. S.
Thattarakkal

With the passing of the year, the
team will lose three of its pillars of
strength-the Captain, Sanjeevan and
Sadanandan. But we have great hopes in
young Janardanan, and we hope that in
the year to come the team will maintain
the high tradition of Christian Baskstball.

MoipeEEN kovAa M. K.,

Captain.
*** %**

Volley Ball:

Interest in Volley Ball was on the
decline and we succeeded in forming a
tolerable team only after some effort.
We won against the local Government
Training College, but we lost matches to
the local Fire Servicea Team and the
Kerala Polytechnic. We even lost to the
Old Boys' Team. In the Inter - Collegiate
Tournamant we lost in the first round to
Guruvayoorappan College. The team
was composed of: Muhammed Ali A Y,
Sreedharan Adiyodi, Sankaran T. V,
Divakaran, Padmanabhan Adiody, and
Kunhikutty K. K. '

Next year the team will lose some of
its hitters like Muhammed Ali and the
captain but we are sure that greater
interest will attach to this game which is
fast bacoming one of the popular national
games. T,

. May I express thanks to Mr. P. C,
Mathew and Mr. T. Velayudhan for their
unfailing support.
- K. K. KUNHIKUITY,
Captain.

Badminton :

We played five matches this year in
all of which we may claim to have done
well. The matches aginst Guruvayoora-
ppan College and the Y. M.I. A. were
our beast games and we won comfortably
against both these teams. Lovers of
Badminton are bound to regret that no
Inter — Collegiate - Tournaments are con-
ducted in Badminton. We hope that this
state of affairs will change in the not
distant future. Our team was composed
of Revindran P. N, Muhammed Al
Divakaran, Kunhikutty and P. K. Kunhi-
krishnan Nair.

This report would be inadequate if I
did not mention the co-operation and
encouragement given to us by the Physi-
cal Director Mr. P. C. Mathew and
Mr, T. Velayudhan. My heartfelt thanks

to them.
P. N. REVINDRAN,
Captain.
* k * %k
* *
Tennis:

We formed our Tennis Club after the
monsoon. The monsoon, whatever its
other blessings is always looked upon
with disfavour by Tennis enthusiasts.
This year we have a bigger membership.
Yet we lost our matches against the
Ol dBoys' Team and the Guruvayoorappan
College. -In the Inter-Collegiate Tourna-
ment also we lost to the Guruvayoorappan
College. Our tennis stars are Jose K. Ipe
and V. K Ramachandran. Though a
bzginner, V. K. Ramachandran plays well,
and with steady and scientific work, is
sure to do well.

The Physical Director Mr. P. C,
Mathew has taken great interest in giving
special coaching to all members of the
Club and but for his deep interest the
difficulties of the Club would have been
almost insurmountable. To him I express
thanks on behalf of the members. . -

A. P. HEMACHANDRAN,
Captain.
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COLLEGE HOSTEL

The Seniors came back to the hostel
on 9th June, and waited eagszrly for the
arrival of the Junior boarders, to see what
new faces and what new minds were this
. year coming in. There were only 17 of
the Juniors - a smaller group than last year.
But in imbibing the Hostel spirit of
common life, they were not backward.
" They soon got used to the ragging and
have now, towards the end of the year
begun to rag even the Senior members.

The office ~bzarers were elected at
ithe beginning of the year; Sri K. K.
Kunhikutty  was Secretary, with Balan
Nambiar Ch., Revindran P. N., Kunhi-
krishnan Nair P. K, Haridasan
Nayanar V., and Karunakaran Nambiar as
the Mess-Committee msmbers. But
towards the end of the second term, like
~any other democratic organisation, or to
be more przcise, like the French Parlia-
ment, we decided to change our
Secretary. Mr. Revindran Poyil was
called upon to take over the Secretary-
ship at a general meeting of the citizens
“on 11th November 1952,

Our Reading Room has improved this
year, with the addition of a few journals.
We have also formed regular teams for
football, hockey and even cricket. Cricket
is played under great handicaps, without
- pads or gloves, or even a good bowler;
and even without any other coach than the
famous Tanur cricketeer, Chandra-
- sekharan, Most hockey players have
hocksy sticks, and those who do, not
possess them are satisfied with sturdy um-
brellas. Among indoor games, the inev-
itable carromen board is there; playing
cards is strictly forbidden and those who
are caught by the Warden indulging in
this mischief become a source of income
to the hostel coffers.

As for the mess, we have a dinner
every month in the usual course.
Attempts were made to change this tradi-
tion and set up the precedent of one
dinner every week, but the rising mess
bills soon led to a decline of this move-
msnt. The mess has been very good to
us this year, has fed us well and many of
us are going back with extra pounds and
stronger muscles. :

Tournaments were conducted in all
games in connection with the Independ-
ence Day celebration. It was during one
of the hotly contested fixtures in football
that young Gangadharan K. P., a junior
hosteler, fractured his shin-bone. He
had to be removed to the hospital where
he was in plaster for near two months.
We are happy to have him back, safe and
overhauled.

The Independence Day celebrations
were presided over by Mr. T. M. P.
Nedungadi B. A (Hons)., our English Lect-
urer. W= organised a grand tea party and
followed it up by a variety entertainment.
But our best celebration was “‘ The
Hostel Day*” which took place on 22nd.
February 1952. Miss V. Thaddaeus was
the Chief Guest and the prizes were
distributed by Mrs. J. Theophilus. We
have almost immortalised this occasion
with a group photo.

It is the tradition in our Hostel that
our Principal makes a friendly wvisit and -
raises a few rupees by fines imposed on
those caught red-handed in breaking
elementary rules of the Hostel by loiter-
ing in the corridors at study - time, or by
sleeping with the lights switched on. This
year the Principal has not yet made the
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visit, and we are afraid that a long=
established tradition is almost on the
point of being broken. But taking deep
interest in our life in the hostel, he has
more than once called up some of the
hostelers for the dreaded interview in the
Principal's room.

On behalf of the general body of the
hostelers, [ express thanks to our Warden,
Mr. Julius Theophilus. We will always

remember his interest in us, and will
cherish his winning manners. The time is
approaching for the Seniors to bid good -
bye, and for the Juniors to wait for the
coming of their juniors. Then will they
become the senior hostelers. Thus life
goes on, yielding place to new.

P. REVINDRAN,

Secretary.
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SANTA BHAVAN

BOARDING & LODGING HOUSE
Moideen Palli Road, KOZHIKODE-1.

Phone: 356.

While in Calicut
STAY AT

SANTA BHAVAN

VEGE. BOARDING & LODGING

Nearest to KOZHIKODE Rly. STATION

Comfortable, Well Furnished
Rooms, Bathroom attached.
2Up-to-date Sanitary fittings.

T T

A trial will convince you
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WESTERN AGENCIES,

Palayam Road, CALICUT.

Q

Authorised Dealers :
H. M. V. RADIOS.

MURPHY RADIOS,
H. M. V. REFRIGERATORS

Slectrical Dealers & Contractors,
Radio & Refrigeration &ngineers

Branches at :— TELLICHERRY & TIRUR
@QQ@SM@@@QQ‘@GG@EQ@Q@@E@Bﬁ@@@@@@@@mm@@@m@ZSG@@GQQKS@S@@?SM@G@@BG@@
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REOPENED.
BOMBAY PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDIO,

(Estd : [923)

at Navodayam Building,
KALLAI ROAD, CALICUT. :

GOHHNOHHOGHOHHOHHOBVHVHBBHHOBOTHOHOHEBBEHOEE

We were the leading photographers for 18 years in Calicut.
There were no big functions without Bombay Studio.

We assure you full likeness in Photos and Enlargements and
guarantee permanancy in all work.

We have special arrangements for family photographs

We are agents for all Photo Materials.

Your patronage is earnestly solicited.

Managed 6y :— M. R. DAS,
Ex-Works Manager of Rembrandt Studio, BOMBAY.
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