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Book Review

The Secret of

Frederic Ozanam

(By Rev. Edward O’
Conner S. J., M. H. Gill
and Son Ltd. 50 Upper
O’Connel Street, Dublin.
1953. Pages X +97. Price
5s.)

This book, as its name
indicates, analyses the
secret of the success of
Frederic (Ozanam, who
“from - the
chair, the journalist’s san-
ctum and the orator’s rost-
rum had taken up the
intellectual sword  and
lance in the name of Ca-
tholicism’. On the 27th of
April 1952, the Holy Fa-

ther, in aspeech addressed

to the National Congress
- of the Conferences of ‘St.
Vincent De Paul,: paid a
glowing tribute to their
founder in the follow-
ing words:
once again your standard-
bearer, Frederic Ozanam.
What -multiple activities
in hislite that was conse-
crated to the Church! He
was a writer, orator, pro-
fessor, scholar and a poli-
tician! What intense acti-
vity in a life of 'forty
years!”
The driving force be-

hind his maniiold activi-

ties was his deep faith in
God to whose service he
had dedicated his entir
being. This idea is
brought into relief in this
beautiful book published
on the occasion of his
death.

The Conferences in In-
dia vied with one another
in celebrating the cente-
nary on a grand scale.
They will do well to. buy
each a copy of this book
and meditate on the
wonderful life of the great
lay apostle in order the
better to serve God and
country. “What he and
others like him showed?,
writes Francis Budenz, the
famous convert from Com-
munism, “was that well-
equipped Catholic laymen,
understanding history and
their nation, could perform
a special duty to their age
by combating the abuses
of extreme individualism
and the threatened slavery
of collectivism.” (This ls
My Story-Page 23)

If that could be done in
* Paris or Dublin why mnot
in India? “Carry to the
ends ot the earth the
spirit of Ozanam®. This is
the famous clarion call of
Pope Pius X and also the

crying need of our country

at the present critical
Juncture. “The Secret of
Frederic Ozanam” is sure

to stand us in good stead |

in that novle and very
iruitiul apostolate.
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