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The present publication ‘Bhimaparakrama’ is a dramatic
pleca belongmor to the class of Vyayoga. Dagarupaka, the well
known work on dramaturgy, defines it as follows :— '
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F e &R e e g e )
e fAeETET WA o |
THEERIEE! AT aghe | 7

| As the name indicates, this play glorifies the exploit of
B]:nma in vanguishing and slaying Jarasandha, the king of
.= Magadha. Yudhisthira was planning to perform Rajastya after
~ Kkilling Jarasandha. ~ But then he received a message from Jars-
ndha either to pay him tribute or to leave the kingdom and seek
" refuge in Dvaraka. The Pandavas accepted the challenge and
prqrmsed bo meet Jarasandha. Thereafter, disguised as Snatakds,
- Krsna, maa and Arjuna set out to Magadha. Jarasandha wel-
“.5 __comed them unaware of their identity, but they refused to partake
@f his entertainment, as Jarasandha was preparing for a Purusa-
| medha, human sacrifice, in which numerous kings were fio bo
sacrificed. Then arose a dispute between Krsna and Jarisandhs
a8 to the righteousness of such a sacrifice. Narada who happened
to come there, was made the umpire. Jarasandha agreed to do the
_ behest of !Krsna in case of defeat. Krsna gained victory, and
¥ a.ccor&mg to the original agreement, JarZsandba had to mest
. Kism and his companions in a duel. In the duel which followed,
. Bhima killed Jarasandha. Krsna thereon celebrated the vncbory
l;,;-:by relea.smg the kmgs who had been 1mprmoned by Jarasandha.
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The story, in the main, is I:a,kefn from Mahabharata, but is
presented with due dramatic effect- No information is available
about the author, except the vagne mention made in the sthapand
83 ‘FRI WATUFATET Fod TAAEFAEGD: 0 J adging from the style
of composition we should admit that this work deserves high
praise.

The edition is based on Manuscript C. O. 1694 and Trans-
oript No. 31. The manuscript was obtained from Sri K. R. Kesava
Pisharodi, Katuttrutti, Vaikam. It is in Malayalam script and
18 written in palm leaves. We hope that this will be a valuable
addition to our Sanskrit series. '

University Manuscripts } SuraNAD KuNnsan Pirzat,
Library, 17-12-1954. Honorary Director.
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