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Long Live our ailing Father His Holiness Pope Pius XII.



PREFACE

THE IDEAL is the organ of the Sodalists of our college, whose highest and’
noblest Ideal, after our Lord Jesus, is Mary Queen of heaven and earth.

There are some who build statues of snow and weep to see them melt.
But true ideals are the world’s masters while our Ideal is God’s Masterpiece:
the Ideal Creature. Every life has its actual blanks which the Ideal must fil¥
up, or else it remains bare and profitless for ever; indeed great ideals form:
great minds.

Youth is the period of building up in habits and hope and faith. Youth:
is the opportunity to do something and to become somebody. 1t is a season of
ambition, enterprise and energy to a nation as well as an individual. No better:
ideal can be proposed to such dynamic young men than Mary Mother of
Christ. Provided they keep this Ideal before them, there is no chance of the:
follies of youth becoming the vices of manhood and the disgrace of old age.

Tell me the prevailing sentiments that occupy the minds of young men,.
and I will tell you what it is to be the character of the next generation, said
Burke. Our young men, who love Mary as theu mother will ever have
noble sentiments about them and employ their hey-day of youth to make their
old age fruitful, subline and blessed. Children of Mary are really a boon to.
the family, to the society and to the nation.

Thanks, congratulations, good wishes to all those who deserve them,.
especially to the Prefect Sri M. M. Philip, Secretary Sri M. V. John, to the
Editor Sri V. M. Kurian and his associates, to the St. Francis Sales and
L. F. Press authorities.

We respectfully dedicate this Annual to the Queen of heaven and earth
and earnestly request her to gramt victory in life’s 'struggle to all her-
children.
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EDITORIAL

The Marian Jubilee

The declaration of the Marian Jubilee
Year by the Holy Father was an epoch-
making event in the history of the
.Catholic Churh, for, it has undermined
the whole situation of the boisterous
and restless world. It added much to
the faith of the Catholics all over the
world.

In fact it was a source of blessings
for the people of India especially to that
of Kerala, for, the creative minority of
Catholics could zealously exhibit theix
devotion to our Mother. Well, we have
a prolonged reputation for the devotion
to Mazry, our Mother and the Marian
Jubilee has enabled us to redouble our
devotion and deep-rooted affection to-
wards our Mother. :

The inspiring direction of our Holy
Father guided our efforts. The signifi-
cance of the Marian Jubilee depends not
only upon the revival of our faith and

devotion to the Mother of God in the
souls of all, but also in the conformity
of our lives ‘to the image of the Virgin.
The practice of the daily recitation of
Rosary was a special feature of the year.
The recitation of rosary is the best
means for pleasing our Mother very
much. By this we can achieve the goal
of our life and we are sure that our
fervent prayers and devotion to our
Mother would bring peace and pros-
perity to the world.

Centenary Celebration

The inauguration of the Centenary
Celebration of the Carmelite Congrega-
tion held at Ernakulam has roused in
the minds of every Catholic a new

_ inspiration and a new zeal. It is an

indication of the praiseworthy and che-
rished ambition of the Carmelite Fathers
for extending the salutary influence of

-Christ,all over India. The Carmelite



Congregation has a vigorous missionary
spirit which they try toinculcate in the
minds of every Catholic. This Centenary
has ultimately created a new record in
the history of the Syro-Malabar Chris-
tians.” The Carmelites have adopted
further measures to enable the laymen
to lead a more austere and intense
spiritual life and thus to secure im-
measurable strength to conquer the
whole world for Christ the King.

The Syrian Carmelites form the bigg-
est indigenous religious congregation
for men in the whole of Asia and the
Oriental Church can be proud of her as
her biggest religious order.

Here are the statistics of the congre-
gation, founded in 1831.

Religious Priests 331
Scholastics & Novices 123
Lay Brothers 78
Aspirants 137
Monasteries 35
Schools 292
College 1
Printing Press 5

Daily Newspaper: This is the only
Deepika 14{ daily run by areli-
gious order.

Monthlies 2
Mission Stations 54
Missionaries 40

Mother house

‘We wish every success to the Con-
gregation whose blessingswe en1o3 from
day to day.

Mannanain.

Queenship of Mary

Another crowning event of the Mari-
an Year is the proclamation of a new
universal feast of the Queenship of Mary
by the Holy Father, to be held every
vear on May 81st. The Holy Father has
further ordained that the celebration
of the feast must be marked by the

renewed consecration of the human race
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. We
must be fully convinced of the fact that
great advantages will derive for the
Church if this solidly demonstrated
truth of Mary’s Queenship shall shine
forth more evidently than ever before
all as the most shining light of her
candelabrum.

A (all to the Youth

It is two thousand years since the
light of truth has been spread out all
over the world. Yet the vast land of
India has only a microscopic minority
of Catholics, whose duty it is to lead
their brethren to the way of eternity
and thus to fulfil the mission of God. If
we go deep into the matter we would
most certainly understand that it is be-
cause of the lacking of our apostolic
spirit that we are now a minority. An
awareness of this lack of Apostolic
spirit was manifested at the AsianSemi-
nar held at Madras in last December-
The delegates of University students.
from about twenty Asian countries,
unanimously expressed in clear terms.
that our young men in the colleges have
an inalienable personal duty to be imbued
with true apostolic zeal and to radiate
christ around them. Now it is high
time for every staunch religious-minded
Catholic to come to the fore-front and try
to cultivate assiduously in their minds a
renewed spirit and apostolic zeal. We
must fully be aware of the fact that
we live on the threshold of Communisin
which is the inveterate enemy of the
Church. Cominunism-is now making a -
frantic effort to wipe out the Christian
faith and civilization from the face of’
the earth. Therefore let us respond to-
the call to be the heroes of the Church..



HAIL HOLY QUEEN

A crowning event of the Marian Year
was the publication of an Encyclical
Letter in which Pope Pius XII proclai-
med a mnew universal Feast of the
Queen-ship of Mary to be held every
vear on May 31.

Addressed to the Bishops of the world,
the letter further ordained that celebra-
tion of this feast should be marked by
renewed consecration of the human
race to the Iimmaculate Heart of Mary.

Bearing the date Oct. 11, Feast of the
Maternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Pope’s encyclical is entitled, Ad
Caeli Reginam (To the Queen of Hea-
ven). On Nov. 7th the Holy Father crow-
ned an ancient image of the Virgin—the
“Salus Populi Romani” (Salvation of the
Roman People)—which is preserved in
the Basilica of St. Mary Major, thé
world’s greatest Marian shrine.

In citing his reason for proclaiming
the new Feast, Pope Pius writes that,
after mature consideration, he was pro-
foundly convinced that “great advant-
ages will derive for the Church if this
solidly demonstrated truth of Mary's
Queenship shall shine forth more evid-
ent than ever before all as the most
shining light of her candelabrum”.

“Therefore”, he says, by Our Aposto-
lic authority, We decree and institute
the Feast of Mary, Queen, to be celeb-
rated every year in the whole world on
May 31. We like-wise ordain, on that
aforesaid day, the consecration of the

human race to the Immaculate Heart of
the Blessed Virgin Mary”.

“Great hope is reposed that, in this
deed, a new era may arise, nourished
by Christian peace and the triumph of
religion”, the Holy Father adds.

A substantial part of the Pope’s ency-
clical is devoted to citing the basis for
Catholic belief in the Queenship of
Mary. Also contained in it is a renewed
appeal for prayers to Mary on behalf of
the faithful in the Church of Silence,
so that they may regain their status as
free men, and be able to serve God and
practice their religion without hind-
rance.

Speaking of the Church of Silence,
Pope Pius says:

“In some countries of the earth are
people who are unjustly persecuted for
professing their Christian faith, and
are deprived of their divine and hu-
man rights and freedom. Up till now,
reasonable demands and repeated pro-
tests have availed nothing to remove
these evils.

“May the powerful Queen of Crea-
tion . .. look upon these, her innocent
children, with eyes of merey. May the
Virgin, who is able to subdue violence
beneath her foot, grant also that they
may soon enjoy their rightful freedom
to practice their religion openly, so that,
while serving the cause of the Gospel,
they may also contribute to the strength
and progress of nations by their harmo-

So far as our mission is concerned it is
our duty to work hard for the salvation

of our brethren, keeping in our hearts

a profound reverance for the work of God

and a deep faith in His abiding grace
Let love and service be our motto. May
the Immaculate Heart of Mary shower
her blessings lavishly upon us.



nious cooperation and the practice of
extraordinary virtues, which are a glow-
ing example in the midst of bitter
trials”.

The basis of Mary's Queenship, the
Holy Father continues, is two-fold: her
divine maternity and her cooperation in
the Redemption.  He cites numerous
saints who spoke of the Queenship of
Mary, beginning with St. Ephrem the
Syrian, who lived in the fourth century,
and was the firet to use the term
“Queen”’. Others among them, he says,
were St. Gregory Nazianzen, St. Pru-
dentius, St. Jerome, St. Peter Chrysolo-
gus, and St. John Damascene, during
the fourth to the eighth centuries.

Both the Oriental and Liatin liturgis-
ts, Pope Pius declares, have long extoll-
ed the special prerogative of the Blessed
Virgin with such hymns as ‘““Hail, Holy
Queen”, and antiphons such as “Queen
of Heaven, rejoice. Alleluia”.

The Pontiff stresses that the principal

arguments on which the queenly dignity
of Mary is based have long been evid-
ent in the ancient writings and tradi-
tions and in the Sacred Liturgy, all of
which accept her Divine Maternity
without question.

“Tn accomplishing the work of Redein-
ption, Mary Most Holy is most certainly
closely associated with Christ. Thus it
ig, justly sung in the Sacred Liturgy,
‘Holy Mary Queen of Heaven and Mist-
ress of the world’, the Pope writes.
The quotation was taken from the tract
for the Feast of Our Liady of Dolours.

“Tt is certain that in the full, proper
and absolute sense, only Jesus Christ,
God and Man, is King”’, the Holy Father
adds. ‘‘Nevertheless, Mary also—whe-
ther as Mother of Christ or as compan-
ion in the work of the Divine Redeemer
and in the struggle with enemies and in
the triumph achieved over all—particip-
ates in the royal dignity, be it only in a
limited and analogous manner”,

lllllllllllllll.K:I!lilllllIIIIIHIIHIIIIHIIH

. «Jf we are to have genius we must put up with the inconvenience of
genius, a thing the world will never do; it wants geniuses, but would

like them just like other people”

* *

* *

“Good manners are the small coin of virtue”.

* *

* *

“Cultured and fine manners are everywhere a passport to regard™.

* *

* *

«“Never does a man portray his own character more vividly than in

his manners of portraying another”.

* ¥*

* *

“You cannot dream yourself into a character. You must hammer

and forge one for yourself”.
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' S. H. COLLEGE SODALITY

Annual Report 1954__"55.

~ May I place before vou the annual
Teport of the Sodality for the year
1954—55. This year being the Marian
Jubilee Year a good number of students
were eager to enlist themselves as
children of B. V. Mary. We are 236
strong.

‘Office Bearers

Director—Very Rev Fr. Prior
Sp Director—Rev. Fr. Marcel, C.D.,M.A.
Prefect—M. M. Philip, IV B. Com.
. Vice Prefect—Paul Joseph, 1V B. A.
. Secretary—John M. V. IT U. C.
Y. M. Kurian, IIT B.A.
C. A. Abraham,IV B.A-
V. P, Paul, IV.B. A,
C. P. Paulose, IIL B, A.
.Social Service Society—K. K. Jose,
IV B. Sec. (Secretary)
V. M. Kurian, I1T B. A.
(Asst. Secretaxy)
Knights of the Altar—T. A. Ouseph,
IV B. Com. (Secretary)
Music Club— Alex J. Chavara, II U. C.
(Secretary)
V. Li. Joseph, 1II B. Com. A. Sec:

Editorial Staff

Hostel Representatives

George Thomas Malayil,
IVEB A

K. P."Baby, IV B. Se.
V. I Cyriac, I1I B. Com.
Alex J. Chavara, 11 U. C.

.S. H. Hostel +

Bosco I 1Devasia K. O, IT U. C
‘ C. M. Joseph, IT U. C.
Bosco IT K 1. (Thomas, IT,1..C.
K. Phomag, T
Boseo I 3Thomas J. Neyarappally,

ITU. C.

Bosco IV—M. J. Joseph, 1I U. C.
Bosco V—0. Varkey, IT U. C.

GENERAL ACTIVITIES

Inauguration. The inauguration of
the Sodality was held on July 3rd, on
the feast of our Father St. Thomas, with
Very Rev. Fr. John Berchmans C. D,
Provincial, on the chair. In the course
of the inaugural address he reminded
us of the great role of the Sodalists
in completing the work begun by our
father St. Thomas. Messrs. Mathew
Ulakamthara B. A., Joseph C. M. and
O. Lukose made eloquent  and erudife
speeches.

Feast of St. Maria Goretti

The Sodalists honoured 'St Maria
Goretti, the virgin Martyr and patro-
ness of Sodality with special gathering
on 10th July. A triduwm was heldin
preparation for the feast. A solemn
litany was conducted in honour of her.
A short sermon was preached by Rev.
Fr. Gabinus C. D. The functions came
to a happy close with the kissing of the
holy relic of the patroness. Here we
are happy to mention that Rev. George
Otta was kind enough to send for the
S. H. College Sodality, the relics of
our patron St. Gabriel Possenti and
St. Maria Goretti from Rome.

Reception of New Members

Twenty-six new members were solem-
nly admitted into the Sodality by Very
Rev. Fr. Josephath C. D., Director of
Sodality on the eve of the feast of Our

Liady of Mount Carmel. His reverence

(2)



exhorted the' new - members
great privileges and responsibilities of
Sodalists,

Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel

We had an extra ordinary gathering
on 16th July under the presidentship of
Very Rev., Fr. Maurus. C. D., Prior
General, in honour of the feast of Our
Liady of Mount Carmel. Messrs. C. A.
Abraham, TV B. A,, V. P. Paul,IVB. A,
C.'P. Poulose, IIT U. C.,70. Varkey,
IT U. C. and V. M. Mathew, I U. C. spoke
on the occasion.

Reception of Scapular

The reception of scapular by our new
members was a very happy function.
Eighty members joined the Scapular
Association and Very Rev. Fr. Prior
General solemnly received them to the
confraternity of the scapular.

Ordinary Meeting.

On 26th September Very Rev. Fr,
- William, C. D., M. A, L. T. addressed
the Sodalists and exhorted us about the
great duties and privileges of Sodalists.
He also proved that devotion to B. V.
Mary is a sure way for salvation. He
emphasized the great necessity of fre-
quent reception of Holy Communion.

Mission Sunday.

On 24th October a combined meeting
of the Sodality and C. S. U. was conduct-
ed with Very Rev. Fr. Athanesius, C. D.
in the Chair.

Pilgrimage to Vallarpadam &
St. Mary’s Cathedral. 6—11—'54

Tb solemnize the Maryan Jubilee year
and to gain Jubilee indulgences, a pilgri-
mage was arranged to Vallarpadam. It

on the

was done'in an atmosphere of penance-
and sacrifice. At St. Mary’s Church,
Vallarpadam, after the Jubilee prayers:
Rev. Fr. Severinus, C. D. gave us a
short exhortation about the great neces-
sity of devotion to B. V. Mary for
salvation. e

Then we visited St. Mary’s Cathedral
Church, Ernakulam. There solemn lit--
any of B. V. Mary was sung and after
that His Excly. Rt.Rev.Dr.Joseph Pare--
kattil was kind enough to bless the
pilgrims with a sermon. His Excellency
said that children of Mary must lead a
life of solid spirituality, especially keep-
ing the purity of soul and body. His
Excly. pointed out various dangers which
encircle and endanger youth, such as
bad cinemas and bad literature. He
explained to us well how the devotion to-
our heavenly Mother can' help us in
these perilous situations and about her-
great intercessory power she had be-
fore God. His Lordship emphasized
very much on the immense spiritual
value of rosary devotion and the great
necessity to recite it daily. And at.
the end we took a solemn promise not to.
see bad cinemas and to read bad books.

End of Jubilee year & 12 hours Rosary.
A triduumn was conducted as a pre--



paration for the feast of the Immaculate
Conception of Qur Mother. On the eve
of the feast a grand and solemn candle
procession was held. The procession
started from Bosco Hostel Grotto to
Lourds Church, Perumanur. From there
it returned to the S. H. High School
pavilion. Rosary was recited during the
procession. At the pavilion we had a
very inspiring and informative sermon
by Rev. Fr. Canicius, C. D., D.D,, D. Se.
Following the sermon was the Benedic-
tion of the Most Blessed Sacramentin
the pavilion. Another important item
was the rosary crusade conducted con-
tinuously for 12 hours throughout the
whole night of the 7th and 8th December,
It was a grand success on account of the
whole-hearted co-operation of all Ca-
tholic hostelers, 8. H. High School
boarders, S. H. Aspirants, S.M. Primary
School and above all of the local faithful.

Spiritual Bouquets.

On solemn occasions such as the patron
saints’ feasts of His Grace the Arch-
bishop of Ernakulam, Very Rev. Fr.
Provincial and Very Rev. Fr. Prior, we
offered spiritual bouquets.

Social Service League.

The T.eague is one of the most import-
ant organisations of the Sodalists, and

the activities were begun with the
election of the office bearers. Its mem-

bers are divided into groups for feeding
poor at noon, collecting and distributing
old clothes, for religious instruction for

children "and for collecting voluntary
contribution from Catholic  hostel
students. Especially our department for
‘Poor feeding’ at noon is doing a great
and meritorious service to hundreds of
the poor of the locality.

The Ideal—the Sodality Publication.

As usual the magazine committee
printed and published last year a Jubilee
Special of “The [deal” with a beautiful
tricolour photo of B. V. Mary on a
lotus flower in Indian fashion. Be-
sides two manuscript issues last year,
this year we published a ms. issue of
Sodality occasional and the final one is
in the press. Our hearty congratulations
to the Editors of our Ideal.

Conclusion.

Before concluding this report I would
like to express our heartfelt thanks
to Very Rev. Fr. Prior, Rev. Fr. Princi-
pal, Rev. Fr. Barnabas and our be-
loved Spiritual Director Rev. Fr. Marcel
C. D. for their keen interest and valu-
able advices rendered to us during this
year. I have great pleasure to thank
the Rev. hostel wardens and represent-
atives.

Finally let us thank our beloved
Mother for the abundant blessings she
has bestowed on us during this year.
Let us be devoted and true scne of our
Heavenly Mother.

tn M T

Secretary.

For 1955—°56. Prefect V. I. Cyriac, Secretary T. K. Thomas
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KNIGHTS OF THE ALTAR

We are 15 strong. There is consider-
able increase in number compared to
the preceding year. The degree classes
have contributed 6 members. It is
gratifying to note that many junior
students have come forward to join
the Society of the ‘knights of the Altar’,
Some of them are serving at the altar now.

All the Holy Masses said in the
College Chapel are served by us. Thanks
are due to Rev. Fr. J. Marcel C. D.,
who took so much pain to teach the
junior students altar rites.

T. A. Joseph, Secretary.

SODALITY SOCIAL SERVICE

During this academic year the sodality
social service activities began with a
new spirit and light with the patronage
of Rev. Fr. Marcel and Rev. Fr. Hera-

clius. Indeed we are happy to record
that all the members of the sodality
gshowed their keen interest in social
service and sincerely helped our activi-
ties, providing necessary material, and
timely help. The representatives of each
Hostel have tried their best to collect
the generous contributions from the
members of the Hostels. With their

help, we have collected more or less a
good sumn and distributed as clothes and
shirts to the poor and needy.

Only a very small proportion of the
population of India is educated and
large numbers have no chance of getting

education. and even sufficient food
for their daily livelihood. ‘What
India needs today more than ever

is social reform. The bringing about
of great social reforms must be left
to statesmen and legislators, but there
is much that can be done even by
the humblest individual who is willing
to devote himself to social service; and
everyone can find plenty of opportuni-
ties for serving and helping his less
fortunate brothers. We, the members
of the sodality with this idea in mind
are now feeding nearly 150 children by
givings them noon-meals daily. They
are satisfied with what we give and we
are glad to note that they have con-
siderably improved in health and vi-
tality.

Another important thing we did was
the distribution of old clothes gathered
from the sodalists, to the poor people of
the locality.

To conclude, we are extremely grate-
ful to the sodalists who have contributed
their valuable services to make these
activities a grand success. -It is our
duty to give special thanks to the re-
presentatives of each Hostel, who have
sincerely co-operated with us in all our
activities. Our hearty thanks to Fr.
Heraclius and to beloved Fr. Marcel,
who directed and advised us in all our
activities. We believe that our succes” .
sors will keep up the tradition.

Secretary: K.~ Kooser TV B-Sc.
Asst. Secretary: V. M. Kurian, 1IT B. A-



PREFECT'S PAGE

At the very outset let me express my
deep sentiments of gratitude towards the
Director and the members of the Soda-
lity for electing me as the Prefect and
rendering their valuable help in the
performance of my duties.

We, the Sodalists, who are the child-
ren of Blessed Virgin Mary, have got
greater duties than that of other Catholic
students. We are from different parts
of Kerala, and let me say that we are
the representatives of our own place.
All Catholic Students are not the mem-
bers of the Sodality. We are the selected
ones. Remember,the chosen few have got
much 1nore responsibilities than others.

A university student is expected to
show good example to others. It is a
fact that when we return from our
college the people of our locality will
watch us. They would observe our
habits and behaviour and there may be
many to copy them from us. So it is our
duty to show them good example. Other-
wise we will be responsible for the bad
habits which they have copied from us.

We, the students of the Sacred Heart
College have got an atmosphere of spiri-
tual life. We are bestowed with ample
facilities and I am glad to say that
many of us are making use of them.
‘We are under the protection of the Sacred
Heart and we should kindle the light in
others heart which we received from
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We should be
like burning fire among other students.

Dear friends, our college career would
terminate within a short time. We have
to enter into the field of our trouble-
some life. . Whatever may be the career
which we select, don’'t forget the life
which we led in the Sacred Heart under
the protection of Bl Virgin Mary. It
is said that the present day vouth are
not giving due importance to the virtues
of purity and obedience. But remember
they are most dear to our Mother. She
bestows her blessings only to those who
have got these virtues. So my friends
try to practice these virtues. Let the
Bl V. Mary may bless us. Thanks,

M. M. Philip, Prefect

MUSIC CLUB
Our Music Club consists of the follow-
ing members Alexander K.J. 1I U. C.
(Secretary), C. A. Abraham IV B. A,
M. M. Philip IV B. Com., V. I. Cyriac
11T B. Com., P.I. Pylee.IV B. A., P. C.
~ Cherian II U. C., - Pascal Rodriguse

1T Gip:Marcelline=J. T UuC.,r Vi M.
Thomas I U.C., V. L. Joseph III B. Com.

The Music Club has taken leading part
in all important Sodality and C.8.U. fun-
ctions. On every sunday we sing for Ben-
ediction of the most Blessed Sacrament.

On the eve of the feast of Tmmaculate
Conception we sang the litany with due
solemnity. = 'We also had an active part
to play on the occasion of the Marian
Jubilee-year-end-celebrations  on 7th.

December 1954,

The Crowning function of our activities
was performed in the church of Vallar-
padorn and St. Mary’s Cathedral where
we assisted at the liturgical songs. We had
the rare privilege of, entertaining our
fellow pilgrims on.our way to and from
Vallarpadom and St. Mary’s Cathedral.

At the close of this year I can say
without any exaggeration that we had
quite pleasant and joyful perfomances
under the auspices of our club.

Let me conclude this report by ex-
pressing our heartfelt thanks to Rev.
Fr. Marcel T. O. C. D. our spiritual
father, friend, and guide, for his solici-
tude in the welfare of the Club.

K. J. Alexander, Secretary.
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TO ENJOY THE ROSARY

(S. H. §.)

I wonder whether there exists any
other devotion in the church so popular
as the Rosary. It is so easy to say it,
once you get accustomed to it. It isso
simple that even a child can follow it
without the least difficulty.

If it is an easy thing to say the Rosa-
ry, I think it is easier to say it badly—
without zest or energy, parrot-like, with
our imagination in the stratosphere or
even beyond. The way so many of my
companions recite the Rosary during
the community prayers almost filled me
with shame. The indolent attitude and
a certain amount of indifference shown
by not a few set me thinking. T felt
that T must be up and do something in
the matter, and hence this article.

In the light of these facts what are
we to think of the unstinted praises =o
profusely lavished upon the Rosary devo-
tion by the Popes and Bishops during
these last decades? What about the
insistence of the Bl. Virgin herself both
at Lourdes and at Fatima? How is it
that such a beautiful prayer be found
uninteresting? It seemed to me that
here is a situation to which we may
apply the famous theme of action of the
J. O. C, Belgium: “See, judge and Act”"
Now that we have realised the symptoms
of the disease, nothing remains but to

dig deep into the root of the evil and
thus to form a mature judgment about
it.  The question is reduced to this:
why is it that we are not able to enjoy
the Rosary? I think it is because we do
not say it intelligently—we do not em-
phasize the element of meditation on
the mysteries of the Rosary. Please
dont get frightened at the word medita.
tion. It is just thinking quietly over
the life of our Lord just as we keep
thinking . of yesterday’s Basket Ball
match. We do not realize that the
heart of the Rosary is the life of Jesus
seen through the eyes of Mary. For
what the heart is to man, that medi-
tation is to the Rosary. Add to this,
the lack of concentration on the mean-
ing of the prayers we recite—another
serious fault. Due to this, the repetition
of prayers, instead of becoming a langu-
age of love, becomes insipid and in-
significant , dull and dreary. No wonder
then, if we find the quarter of an hour
dedicated to the Bl Virgin Mary almost
as a torbture!

What is the remedy for this spiritual
lethargy to which most of us are more
or less subjected? We should remember
that the Rosary includes two elements:
one which sets up for the mind a back-
ground of uniformity and rest (the
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repetition of the voeal prayer) and the
other which, on that background, creates
movement and activity (the loving
meditation on the mysteries). We must
combine together these two elements.
But for some, the crux of the problem
lies precisely here. How are we to unite
the two at the very same time? To
bring this about, two .methods are re-
commended: 1) To recite the prayers
attentively with the mental picture of
the corresponding mystery in the back-
gronnd. 2) Or to focus our attention on
the meditation with the Hail Mary in

the background. I.et us briefly analyse
these methods.

According to the first method, having
pondered the respective mystery, we
recite the first part of the “Our
Father” to glorify the most Bl. Trinity
for the accomplishment of the mystery
while in the second, we pray for the
grace for a more fruitful participation
in its fruits. Next we say the Hail
Mary in the spirit of the angel saluting
Mary who gave her consent for the
Incarnation and consequently for all the
other mysteries it enfailed. On saying
the second part, we ask our Bl. Mother
for the graces we are in need of, reali-
zing that her participation in the life of
Christ was fruitful for us her children.
In other words in the first part of the
Hail Mary, we salute her as the most
intimate sharer of the redemptive work
with Our Liord. While in the second we
enfreat her to execute the plan of re-

demption in our day-to-day life. ‘“Pray
for .us. now....2. . Thus we say the
prayers attentively, connecting them

with the respective mystery.

Without directly reflecting on the
words we pronounce, we may also pon-
der on the mysteries by looking ment-
ally at each of them. This method may

14

be likened to a song with soft ‘obligato’
or better still fo a silent film with low
synchronized music. We think of each
mystery as ordained by God for our
sanctification and we ask God that all
men may share in its fruits, an idea
very appropriate to us Catholics of a
mission country. We may also foliow
the idea of offering each decade for a
separate continent according to the
suggestion of Bishop Fulton Sheen.
Meanwhile we recite the Our Father.
Then in Mary’s company, we begin to
contemplate the mysteries of Jesus,
we see these in their relation to Mary
meanwhile learning her virtues and
trying to imitate her spirit. We feel one
with Jesus and Mary. TLiooking through
the eyes of Mary, we begin to imbibe
‘the mind of Jesus' (St. Paul). We
realize how Mary lived each of Christ’s
mysteries and how intimately she asso-
ciated herself with Christ. We pray
her to teach wus the lesson of each
mystery and to obtain for us an ever
larger share in Christ’s redeeming grace.
Meanwhile we recite .the Hail Mary
At the end, we give glory to God, the

ultimate source of all redemption and
sanctification.

Surely, we can adjust ourselves to
any of these methods of reciting the
Rosary fruitfully. The latter method
may have a special appeal o us of the
modern age for whom the pictures are
such an important thing in life. Of-
course with a few day’s practice, the
method will become more simple and
attractive. =~ Then we will begin . to
enjoy the Rosary. For do we not then
live the greatest drama the world has
seen? May this type of ideal Rosary
help you to know Jesus and Mary more
intimately to love them more ardently
and to imitate them more closely.
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OUR PATRON

(T. C. Joeeph, III B.Sc.)

Victory makes a man a hero, and self
conquest is the greatest of all victories.
Our patron, St. Gabriel is one who has
attained self conquest.

He was born on the 1st Day of March
1888, at Assisi the land which produced

St. Francis the most lovable character
in the Christian Calendar. " St. Gabriel
was a hero of sanctity. By naturehe
was impetuous and strongly inclined to
disobedience; he conquered himself only
by humble submission and obedience to
superiots. “He conquered self by assumn-
ing the poor and humble habit of a
passionist and by ' constant self denial.
Great sacrifice is required to be present
punctually at every act of monastic

observance. Gabriel was punctual to thée
minute, and exact in every point even
the least. He ‘was a hero of faith for
he noted in eveything the will of God; a
hero of hope, he looked for his reward
to God; a hero of charity, he renounc-
ed worldly things and did all for God,
The proof for his victory is his life
itself more miraculous than anything
else. Gabriel did not work any miracle
nor he did anything extra-ordinary be-
fore his death. Perhaps his death might
have been the best of his gloripﬁs deeds,
for after that he was well known. He
became so powerful that people opposed
an attempt to femove his' remains
on the plea that several persons live
and die unnoticed. ;
Gabriel, Our patron, after entering the
monastery wrote thus to a friend of his
“Dear Philip,if you truely love your soul
shun evil companions, shun the theatre.
I know by experience how difficult’ it is
while entering such ‘places in the state
of grace to come away without having
lost or atleast exposed it to great
danger; shun pleasure-parties and evil
books”. 'These words can be regarded
as an advice given to us all, especially
the youths who are  easily amenable to
all these evils in 'daily life. Friends,
recall to mind the pledge we took at
St. Mary’s Cathedral on 6—11—'54, viz
to avoid vulgar pictures and evil books
Gabriel was a servant of God Who
made him the dispenser of many graces
and blessings. The decree which app-

 rove the two miracles attributed to the
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intercession of St. Gabriel urges us more
effectually to imitate the virtues of this

4)



WHAT DOES OUR LADY ASK FOR?

(M. V. John, 11 U.C)

Our Heavenly Mother in her several
visits fron heaven to those peasant
children of Fatima has told explicitly
her great desire, the prime mission of
her apparitions. Throughout all these
marvellous happenings, what does our
Liady ask? It was nothing other than
the recitation of the Rosary. This can
be clearly understood from the various
apparitions to those three children
Liucy, Jacinta and Francisco.

First Apparition

Our Lady asked the three children to
come to the same place at the same hour
on the 13th of each ménth until October.
In the first apparition, Lwuecy, being
zealous of her salvation asks the
HeavenlyMother, “Shall I go to heaven”.
Our Lady answers: “Yes, but you must
say the Rosary, and say it properly.”

Then Liuey asks, ¢“Shall Jacinta go?”’

““She will go too.”

“And then Francisco?”’

“Yes, but he must say many Rosaries”,

Second Apparition

‘When ourLiady appeared on 13th June

Lucia asked ‘“What do you want me to
do?” This time Our Liady asks not mere-
ly for the Rosary, but for the frequent
recitation of the Rosary. And then adds

After the “Glory be to the Father” of
each decade, say this prayer: Ok Jesus,
forgive us our sins, save us from the fire of
hell and lead all souls to heaven, especially
those who most need your mercy”

Third Apparition

On the 13th July, Our Lady urged the
recitation of the Rosary in her honour,
for the end of the war, since she alone
could bring it about. At this apparition,
Our Lady said to Liucy: “I ask the con-
secration of the world to My Immaculate
Heart and H. Communion in reparation
on the first Saturdays of each month.”

To satisfy the desire of our Heavenly
Mother, Holy Father Pope Pius XII, on
the 13th October 1942 consecrated the
entire world to the Timmaculate Heart of
Mary. In order to give the prominence
it deserves and that it may leave a last-
ing impression, we have observed the
devotion of the five First Saturdays.

Fourth Apparition

This time Our Liady did not appear on
13th August at Cova Da Iria because the
three children were under the custody of
the Administrator of Gurem. So Our
Lady appeared after five days and met
the children at a place called Vallinhos,
near Fatima.

“dear son of Umbria. This decree in
regard to Blessed Gabriel teaches us
one lesson i.e. perfection depends on
the diligence and constancy with which
one discharges his duties.

A whole-hearted love for God, a fer-
vent practice of religion, humility,

18

obedience, poverty, chastity self-denial,
penance, prayer, fraternal affection a
constant remembrance of the presence
of God, can be practised in every state of
life and by this practice we can make
life more worthy and valuable for the
INOITOW,



Fifth Appariton

On 13th September 1917, about thirty
thousand persons were said to have
assembled at the Cova de Iria. Hvery
road and path was crowded with pil-
grims. Just at mid-day Our Lady
appeared and once more urged the
children to recite the Rosary to end the
war.

Sixth and Last Apparition

On the 13th October, 1917 the huge
crowd at Cova da Iria was more than
seventy thousand. And they all were
saying the Rosary. Lucia bearing in
mind Our Lady’s promise, respectfully
asks: “Who are you and what do you
want?”’

To this Our Liady said, “I am the Liady
of the Rosary, and I have come to warn
the faithful to amend their lives, and
ask pardon for their sins. They must
not continue to offend Our Lord already
so deeply offended. They must say the
Rosary”

Thus we can see as clear as crystal
from the above apparitions that the
important and outstanding message of

Fatima was nothing other than the re-
citation of the Rosary. A short review
will make this quite clear. At the first
apparition, to Liucia’s question “shall I
go to heaven?” Our Lady replied. “Yes,
but you must say the Rosary’”. “And
Francisco?”’ The reply is ‘“Yes, but he
must’ say many Rosaries”, At three
other apparitions, Our Lady urged the
saying of Rosary. At.the last apparition
when respectfully asked by Lucia to
give her name, Our Liady replied, “T am
the Liady of the Rosary”.

It is only a matter of fact that there
must be some very grave reason for this
urgent appeal of the holy Mother of God,
As she is the Seat of Wisdom,can we not
think that Our Blessed Mother is the
best judge of our position and needs ?
And also being the Mother of Mercy and
Refuge of sinners; when she points out
the remedy for the evils of the day, is it
not simple commonsense to follow her
guidance? Without doubt. So I hope
all those who read this will do their
part, and induce those under their in-
fluence, to pray the Rosary as demanded
by Our Liady.
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Sacred Heart Hostel
Abraham C. A, IV B.A.

Abraham K.M,IVB.Com.

Abraham K. I., ,, B.A.

Alexander J,, IIT B.Com.
Antony V.J., IV B. Sec.
A ST

Antony T. K., -
Anto P. J., 11T
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Alfred Pinheiro, 1V B.Se.

Baby K. P., &
Cherian P. J., TV B.Sec.
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Chacko K. E. 1V ,,
Chandy K. I., III B.A.
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Joseph A. A., III B. A.
Joseph Mathew P.,
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Joseph P. V. ,, B.Sc.
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Joseph T. C., ,, B. Sc.

Joseph T. A., IV B.Com.
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John A. G., III B.A.
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Varkey T. K.,

OUR SODALISTS

John V. J., III B.Se,
Jose K. K., IV B.Se.
Jose KR, IIT
Joy ‘M. C., »eia T BTAL
Joseph 'AUP., IV ,,

Joseph Kuruvilla IT U.C.
Kuriakose M.V,, IV B.Sc.

Kunjapdan V. €75, .,
Kurian V. M., IIT B.A.
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Eopis AV TRIGE A
Mathew K. M., IV B.A.
Mathew K.J., TTT B.Com.
Mathew P. 1., IV B.Se.
Mathew K.V., IIL ,,
Mathew-P. T.. |,; B.A.

Mathew C. 1., IV B.Com.

Mathew V.A., IV B.Se.
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Paulose C. P., III B.A.
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William K. V., %,
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Abraham J., S

Alexander K.J, ,,
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OUR PATRONESS

(Paul Joseph, IV B.A.)

Maria was the eldest of six children,
of a poor peasant family called Goretti.
She was born on October 16th 1890, in
Corinaldo, near Assisi.. She was the
daughter of Assunta, a poor peasant

woman and of Louis Goretti, a man of
military career and popularity.

When Maria was mnine, her father
died. She had mever gone to school.
She could not read or write. Very early,
from her mother she had received reli-

gious teachings. Maria loved her mother
intensely. She was the comfort and
consolation of her mother. .

Love and prayer were the two weapons
in her life. Sin was her inveterate
enemy and chastity was her treasure.
On the day of her first communion, she
promised, “I will die rather than commit
a mortal sin”. She kept her promise at
the risk of her own life.

Now Maria was not yet twelve. The
charming beauty of Maria attracted
Allessandro, a close neighbour of her.
‘When Maria was alone in her house, he
came to tempt her to sin. She turned
a deaf ear to his requests. Allessandro
threatened her with his dagger, demand-
ing, “surrender or die”. Her flat refu-
sal infuriated the wicked youth. Yielded
to despair and passion, he wounded her
body fourteen times by his dagger. She
fell bleeding “Mother, mother”, she
cried, “I am dying, O 1y God! help me™
On sunday afternoon, July 6th 1902, she
died peacefully as a martyr of chastity:

Maria was beatified on 2Tth April
1947, and cannonised on June 25th 1950.

H. H. Pope Pius XII summoned up
the life of Maria thus, “The blood stain-
ed lily, she is the St. Agnes of the 20th
century”.

Maria Goretti was declared as “The
Patroness of Sodalists” by the Holy
Father.

LRI TRA LR DR AR AR LA AL LR LA S

Chara.cters do not change; — opinions alter but characters are only developed.

* *

* * — Disraeli.

“Not education but character is man’s greatest need and greatest safeguard”.

22

— Spencer.
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(Cherian J. Pullockaran, IV B. Sc.)
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THE SCAPULAR

—OUR PLEDGE OF SALVATION

It is with a sense of profound devo-
tion and deep veneration that every
godalist is thinking of our Lady of
Mount Carmel.

As a matter of fact the scapular is
our pledge of salvation. The scapular-
promise is so stupendous a favour that
non-catholics do not hesitate to look
upon it as superstitious or something
prejudicial. The protection of our Lady
proceeds from Mary's love for her
children and the great affection of these
children for her. She is the mediatrix
of all graces.

The Scapular is not merely a badge
but a garment of grace. The first Sca-
pular miracle was a striking manifesta-
tion of Mary’s power to save souls on
the brink of hell. According to the
desire of our mother we have to use the
scapular as an appropriate instrument
for our salvation.

Once upon a time there was a boy
who used to wear Scapular.While he was
a child his mother had been very parti-
cular in bringing him up in the devotion
of Blessed Virgin Mary. When he was
over twenty he was mnot sufficiently
devoted to Blessed Virgin Mary asis
generally found among young men of
today. In course of time he became a
goldier. During those days he wore the
Scapular. It was at that time that war
broke out. He had no other go but to
face the bitter consequences of war,
He wrote a letter to his mother describ-
ing his sad condition. He got but a
few words from his mother “stick to the
Scapular”. He blindly obeyed the advice
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of his mother. A short interval was
enough for" him to realize the truth of
his mother’s words. In the course of
the war bullets began to be showered.
So many soldiers were shot dead.
It was really a pathetic scene, One
bullet struck his body. To his astonish-
ment it was found that is did not pierce
his body. From that incident he under-
stood the significance of the Scapular.

The above menfioned incident throws
light on the fact that to wear a Scapular
is a great privilege. But in the modern
world we see a kind of indifference
especially among young men in the
wearing of Scapular. A through change
for this attitude is necessary. May the
ever good Mother bless us all abundant-
ly and fashion us one and all into good,
learned and enthusiastic devotees of
Scapular and models to others in shap-
ing a new world wherein there will be
no one without the Scapular—is my
earnest prayer.
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PROBLEMS OF SOCIAL ORDER

Catholics have an unparallelled ad-
vantage in facing problems of social
order. As they have the benefit of a
revealed religion they have no confusion
in their minds about the fundamental
bases of social order. Whenever there
is a social problem catholics have
a solution to it based on the teachings
of their revealed religion. Take for
instance the question of population.
Catholics have no necessity to view this
problem with any doubts in their minds.
I find in every major social problem the
catholic stand point = definite, simple,
and easy to understand. Our complaints
are not that we do not know the right
approach to these problems, but we are
failing in the social technique of getting
our ideas accepted on a 1mass scale.
It is easy to formulate good principles,
but to make the masses accept them in
modern times, an elaborate and often
subtle technique is necessary. 1tishere
that good leadership, effective propa-
ganda and scientific methods of mass
contacts are absolutely necessary for
any substantial success. In modern
times Nazis in Germany and Communists
all over the world have made use of
modern methods of propaganda to 1nake
the masses accept their respective politi-
cal and social ideas. It may be argued
that catholics are not & politieal group
with schemes of world domination as
the Nazis were and the communists are
today. This attitude is definitely wrong
and unimaginative. There is nothing
wrong in promoting catholic ideas of
social order with the same zeal as com-
munists propagate their ideas of an
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international order. In fact the greatest
rival 'of international communism is
international eatholicism. Catholicism is
not all a merely mystical, spiritual and
ritualistic edifice. Tt is all these but it is
gomething more also. It is also a social
structure in harmony with the other
aspects. We should not overlook the
importance of the social basis of catholi-
cism. Catholies hold the most progressive
ideas I have ever heard of, yet mon-
catholics generally regard in ' their
ignorance that catholics are a group of
medieval reactionaries. This misunder-
standing about us is due to want of
effective propaganda on our side. It is
very important that we call out at the
top of our voice that we are the most
progresgive people in the world.

Then again we have to give a thousand
times more attention to social problems.
For historical reasons the organisation
of the catholic church has grown up in
such a way that it is best suited and
best specialised in promoting certain
aspects of life. No great institution can
cut away from past traditions without
great efforts and great sacrifices. Take
for instance the caste system among the
Hindus. I suppose the vast majority of
Hindus are against casteismm today; yet
the institution of caste flourishes in
India even today. It will take a long
time for the caste system to disappear
from India. How the catholics can be
made to accept a social system which is
in harmony with the moral and religious
teachings of the church, is a problem of
the greatest immportance. It is not a
problem of argument and conviction.



We are all convinced about it. Tn fact,
no academy, no seminar and no con-
ference is necessary to carry conviction
to us. What we want is a method, a
technique, a practical approach. Take
for instance, Rerum Novarum. I have
read it well and I should like to put it
into practice in my dealings with people
whom I employ. I have always honestly
desired to pay wages to my servants as
generously as the great Pope, Leo XIII
wanted one today. ButT eannot do it
on account of a variety of causes rela-
ting to social structure. I have therefore
come to the conclusion that I cannot be
as good as I want to be unless the majo-
rity of people around me also become
good. There cannot be a divided pros-
perity in the world. = So also is goodness
to a great extend. Goodness can flourish
only on: an appropriate social structure.
In order to live a catholic life with cent
percent benefit, it is important that the
people around you also are persuaded to
accept at least the fundamentals of
catholic ideas. Communists are working
to convert the whole world to commu-
nism because they have understood that
then only their way of life will be
safe. Catholics therefore will have to
take up the work of converting the
whole world in right earnestness.

Catholics have to make others believe
that they are a progressive group. Can
you make Pandit Nehru or a man of hig
stature outside the church declare that
catholics are a progressive people. Tt is
almost impossible. We can do it only
when we give up all our vested interests
and our sophistry in defence of all our
vested interests.

Of all the problems of social order in
our country the most important is the
one relating to the ownership of land.

What is to be remembered is that the :
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land question is a source of conflict in
society. Liand is limited in quantity comn-
pared to the people who desire to own
land. So competition for ownership of
land creates social conflicts and dis-
harmony. I know definitely that in the
middle ages people believed and the
church approved the belief that all land
belonged to God, from God the King
held land but did not own if.  From the
King the barons held land but they also
did not. own it. From the barons the
knights and tenants held land but they
also did not own it.. In fact the belief
in the middle age was that nobody own-
ed land. TLand holders only held land.
Absolute ownership belonged only to
God. Land holders had only the bene-
fit of the use of land. It is only during
the last two centuries that absolute
ownership of land became a widely
accepted practice in certain countries of
the world. His Holiness the Pope fa-
voured a more equitable distribution of
land in Italy and in his last Christmas
message emphasized the point that it
was the duty of the catholics to limit the
right of private property in a reasonable
manner for the sake of social welfare.
Catholics must pay heed to what His
Holiness has said in his Christmas mes-
sage and endeavour to approach the land
question in a truly -christian spirit,
Liand must be held and utilised for the
benefit of the people. Tt is on that basis
that we approved the price controls
during the war years. There need mnot
be any hard and fast rule as to who
should own land or how much an indi-
vidual should own. Such rules and
regulations as are made from time to
time are subject to alterations, provided
the individuals liberty and dignity are
not violated and outraged. There will
soon be land reforms all over India-



Our constitution is going to be amended
mainly for that purpose. Catholics need
not consider it as their duty to disapp-
rove the land reforms. They should not
even remain merely passive with regard
to land reforms. They should take up
the course of the reforms with enthu-
siasm and uphold the necessity for them.
There cannot be and need not be any
rigid rule with regard to compensation
vrovided justice was done.

Liabour and wa7es give rise to a crop
of social conflicts in our time. We all
know what the teachings of the Church
are with regard to the question of wages.
The encyclicals on this question are
emphatic that labourers must be paid
living wages. In the changing world
of today the labourers expect not only
living wages but also a recognition of
human dignity. They should not be
looked down as social inferiors because
they are wage earners. That will out-
rage their feelings and Creed social dis-
harmony. Ideas of partnership in busi-
nesses between employers and workers
are new becoming popular in the United
States of America. The U.S.A. is expe-
rimenting upon various novel techniques
of keeping workers happy and contented.
Above all the employers have to organise
their businesses with a view to the wel-
fare of the workers. If the business is
efficiently organised profits will be
greater and the workers can be paid
more. In businesses inefficiently mana-
ged profits will be low and consequently

the labourers could be paid enly low
wages. Ifficiency, therefore, is a duty
in business and inefficiency a crime.
Catholic employers must always keep an
eye on the good name of their commu-
nity and do their best with a missionary
zeal to pay more to their workers, to
keep them contented and happy. Profits
should not be the primary aim but a
gsecondary aim only.

Education as a social problem has a
variety of aspects. Its social importance
lies in the direction of social propaganda.
Education is the most patent method of
propaganda. Social education in our
times are undertaken not only in schools
and Colleges New ideas are being
broadeast in news papers, magazines,
Cinemas, literary works, Music, Drama
and in a thousand other ways. It is
Common knowledge for us how the
Communists are making use of all these
instruments for spreading their ideas.
Catholics must with equal vigour make
use of all such instruments to spread
correct and sane ideas. They must, for
this purpose, first and foremost, feel
within themselves that they have only
sound ideas to spread. If they have that
conviction, they will naturally develop
zeal. Convictions should not be half
hearted. They should be wholeheared.
Then zeal will naturally follow.

I have now indicated some of the
problems which will be discussed by
other speakers today. *

# This is the introductory speech viz. the statement of the social problem in the Academy held on

“The Social Problem’, on 23rd January, 1955,



Catholic Approach to the Problem of Land*

Introduction.

The Importance of agriculture has not
been expressed in more clear terms than
those by Zoroaster, the founder of the
religion of ancient Persia, who said, ‘“he
who sows the ground with care and
deligence acquires a greater stock of reli-
gious merit than he could gain by the
repetition of ten thousand prayers.”

The discovery ol agriculture which
means cultivation of land is a revolution
that took place between 6000 and 3000
B. C. From being a food gatherer, man
turned himself into a food grower. This
great discovery, in the opinion of scho-
lars, revolutionized the whole way of
life and laid the foundation of civiliza-
tion. After the discovery of agriculture,
we find,in the place of a man wandering
over hillg and forests in search of food,

(Antony Joseph, M. A.)

an economic man free from the fear of
starvation, and settling down some-
where enjoying the fruits of his labour.

Land, students of Economics would
say, is one among the four factors of
production, the other three being; labour
capital and management. Problems pecu-
liar to agriculture are the outcome of
the peculiar -characteristics of land.
Unlike labour and capital land is limit-
edinareaand it isimmovable. Diversity
of soil and the dependence on the
vagaries of nature like rain, draught,
flood, storms, pests and cattle epidemics
are characteristics peculiar to land.
Fruther, the fertility of land is limited
and it is easily subject to the Law of
Diminishing Returns.

The Problem Stated.

Problems connected with land are
legion. Itappearsto me that the problem
of land in industrially backward coun-
tries of Asia, especially in India, where
about 70% of the people are directly
engaged in agriculture for their liveli-
hood, is really the problem of ownership.
Mr. Nehru was right and our confidence
in him as the only one who could feel
the pulse of Asia reaffirmed when he
gaid that “The problem of Asia is a
problem of land tenure.”

With the dawn of Industrial Revolu-
tion and the coming of the British, the
small peasants cum craftsmen and the
traditional village community, which
had been the proud possessions of this

# Summary of the speech delivered at the academy held under the auspices of the C, S, U. on 23rd

January, 1955. Two other speeches follow it.



great country gradually began to dis-
appear to the background. The self-
suffieient and contented peasants had
slowly given place to the rich and
generally haughty, land-lords possessing
not only the right of ownership, but
also the right of collection of revenues
and taxes.

Private Ownership.

Right of private ownership is one of
the Fundamental rights of man. = After
stating in unequivocal and unambigous
terms that private ownership is a natural
right Pope ILieo XIII adds . ..every
man has by nature the right to possess
property as his own .. Since right of
ownership is a natural right, i. e. a right
divinely bestowed on man, no power on
earth, even the most belevolent of
governments can deprive an individual
of this right. The Pope doesn’t stop
with the mere affirming of the right of
ownership, but proceeds further and
states in clear terms the right of every
individual to possess private property in
land. Man requires the fruits of the
earth for his substinence. But a riht
merely on the [ruits and not on the land
which produces them, has ths danger of
them being taken away from him by
needy or greedy members of the commu-
nity. Therefore, he should have some-
thing on which he could rely for the
maintenance of himself and his family.
Hence, the Pope says: “Man not only
should possess the fruits of the earth,
but also the very soil, in as much as
from the produce of the earth, he has to

1 rovision for the {future’’.
i (Rerum Novarwm)

“T,and to the Tiller”

This again poses before us another
question as to who gshould be the real
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owner of land. Is it the Zemindar
whose liquidation is almost complete, or
the Geenmi or the absentee landlord who
possessed vast areas of land, cultivated
by tenants and fattened on the blood,
sweat and tears of others or is it the
tenant or the villege peasant who turns
waste lands into smiling gardens.
“Land to the Tiller’’ is a shibboleth of
recent origin. Political parties have
been extravagent in making use of this
popuiar slogan in place and out of place
with their eye on the ballot box. It is
natural that even an educated Catholie
should lose his way in the labyrinth of
political and economic slogans. Here,
I would like to emphasize that the time
has come for all men of good will fo
understand that the Catholic Church
finds nothing new in this slogan, I hope
that I shall not raisea contraversy if I
say, that it was Pope Leo XIII, the
champion of the cause of the oppressed
and the down-trodden peasants and
factory workers, who first raised this
slogan, ofcourse not in its present form.
The Pope says “ now, when man thus
turns the activity of his mind and the
strength of his body towards procuring
the fruits of nature,bysuch act he makes
his own that portion of nature’s field,
which he cultivates - that portion on
which he leaves, as it were, the impress
of his individuality; and it cannot but
be just that he should possess that por-
tion as his very owa and have a right to
hold it without anyone beingjustified in
violating that right’’. Do we require a
better authority than the Pope to give
us more convincing arguments for the
elimination of middle men either in
theform of Zemindars or absentee land-
lords who suck up like a spong the
fruits of the peasants’ labour. _
There still exists in this country, the



vestigrs of feudal intransigence in some
form or other. In order to ensure social
justice,, create the necessary incentives
to production and for the welfare of the
community as a whole it is necessary
that unearned incomesshould be limit-
ed and the ordinary tiller of the soil be
given fizity of tenure and protection
azainst ejection. Land belongs to the
tiller and intermedearies in between him
and the state seems to be an injustice
and anachronism.

Solution.

As I have stated earlier, the problem
of land in India is a problem of owner-
ship, the only remedy for which is re-
distribution ol the existing agricultural
holdings. We all azree that the present
set up is defective. What about re-
medies? Again there won’t be much
opposition to the suggestion that distri-
bution of land is the only possible re-
medy for this great social evil. The
points of disagreements come only when
means are su jsested to achieve the end.
Is it to be achieved by appealing to the
good sense and generosity of the big
land-owners or by legislative and
coercive means?

Bhoodan Yajna.

When we consider voluntary methods
of distributing lands, what strikes my
mind is the ‘Bhoodan Yajna (Liand-gifts
Mission) initiated by Acharya Vinoba
Bhave, one of the most ardent disciples
of the Mahatma. The idea came to his
mind on the 18th of April 1951, while
he was tourinz Telengana in Hydrabad
where the communists had succeeded, at
least partially, in establishing a parallel
government. Bhoodan Yajna is a non-
violent way of resolving the land ques-
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tion peacefully and without state-inter-
vention or legislation. People all over
the world are eagerly watching the pro-
gress of this silent revolution under the
unique leadership of Acharya Bhave,
Bvave has estimated that 50 million
acres of land would be necessary to
solve the land problem in India and
expects to reach the. target before
January 1957. He says: ‘‘I have asked all
to regard Daridranarayana as a mem-
ber of their families, and give him his
share as a right, and not as a piece ef
charity’. The revolutionary aspect of
this great movement lies in the fact that
it is not by coersion or legislation but
by a change of heart that we expect
people to part with a portion of their
land. He warns his countrymen that
if they don’t contribute their share to
the common pool, the age of viclence
which is approaching will destroy not
only the land but also those who are
occupying it. To the land owner, he
says “if you have four sons, and a fifth
is born, you would certainly give him
his share. Treat me as your fifth child,
and give me my rightful share’’.

The movement has been more success-
ful than any other official measures
taken so far to solve this vexed problem
of redistribution of land in India, The
interest evinced by the people does not
make us sanguine of the success of this
experiment, It is painful to note that
Catholics who should have taken much
interestin this movement are indifferent,
If a movement like this, which while
respecting the Fundamental Rights of
man tries to solve the land problem in
this country fails, the fault will be ours.

. When such a move fails, the only
alteluatxve seeims to be legislation to
which many are opposed.



Legislation.

Liezislation for redistribution of land
would mean coersion and fixing a ceiling
on land. Fixing a ceiling on land, it is
assumed, would lead to the creation of
more economic holdings. I think I will
be failing in my duty il I don’t state the
attitude of the Catholic Church to the
question of fixing a ceiling on land. In
his Christmas Broadcast to the world,
in 1942, Pope Pius XII said “The dignity
of the human person requires normally,
as a natural foundation of life, the right
to the use of the goods of the earth. To
this right corresponds the fundamental
obligation to grant private ownership
of property, if possible, toall*’, Here,
the Pope considers it an obligation on
the part of Catholics to create circum-
stances which would enable all people
to own property. Our aim should be not
to make this divine gilt the exclusive
possession of a few individuals but to
make each and every one the owner of a
plot of Jand, of course, not proceeding
further with redistribution at the point
at which production tends to be dimi-
nished. Therelore, it is high time that
we catholics, who uphold the natural
rights of man and consider them as more
valuable than our own lives, launch a
fight against the concentration of this
vital means of production—land—in a
few hands and for pregressive legisla-
tion. The concentration of lands in a
few hands, I fear, would amount to the
misuse of private property. The Popes,
while defending private property, have
time and again condemned its misuse.

Thus, Pope Pius XI, in this Encyclical
DIVIN1 REDEMPTORIS says: “Is it
not deplorable that the right ol private
property defended by the Church should
go often have been used as a weapon to
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défrand the working man of his jiist
salary and his social rights'’. Tiet me
once again emphasize that we demand
the redistribution of land because we
want to affirm our faith in private pro-
perty and make each and every one enjoy
the right.

Land Bills of T. C. State.

The Socialist Govt. of our state has
published an imposing list of Seven
Bills dealing with land reforing in the
The much eriticized and per-
haps most revolutionary of them has
been the RESTRICTION ON POSSESS-
ION AND OWNERSHIP OF LAND
BILL which seeks to impose a ceiling
on individual land-holdings. In all
seriousness and sincerity some may ask
a reasonable question, “where is the
need for singling out land alone out of
all assets and for fixing a ceiling on
individual landholding?’’ The answer is
simple. It is practically impossible to
set any limit to the indusfrial expangion
in the country; but land is an asset
which is fixed and constant. " Therefore
justice in distribution demands the
difusion of an asset like land without
any diterrent effect on agriculture. The
fixing of ceiling is indeed, a dificult
task for the simple reason that the fer-
tility and irrigation facilities of land
vary {rom state to state and from village
to village.

According to the recommendations of
the CONGRESS AGRARIAN REFORM
COMMITTEE the maximum size for
individual holding is to be three times
the size of an economic holding, An eco-
nomic holding is one which provides full
employment to the agriculturist and his
capital and enables himto raise a suffici-
ent income to maintain a reasoable stan-
dard of living for himself and hig family

(6)



Therefore, an economic holding varies
according to the nature of the crop rais-
ed, the capital available and the fertility
of the soil. The Madras Land Reform
Committee set up in 1950 fixes 5 acres of
wet and 10 acres of dry land as economic
holding for the undivided stateof Madras.
It is now easy, from theavailable figures,
to fix a ceiling which would not in any
way hamper agricultural production in
the country. Owur conclusion is that in
the state of Madras, the ceiling should
be 15 acres of wet land which is three
times an economic holding and 30 in the
case of dry land. The ultimate objective
in fixing a ceiling on the present hold-
ing, as I have stated earlier, is to create
a large number of economic holding or
in other words, to make as many people
as possible, owners of this vital factor
of production.

1t is disappointing to note that the
reaction to the land bill published by
the Socialist regime in this state was far
from encouraging. It is still more re-
gretable that effective opposition came
chiefly from Catholic sources, respon-
sible dailies and individuals. We don’t
deny the fact that the bills on the legis-
lative anvil of T. C. State are not with-
out defects, It is, nodoubt,an example
of hasty law making without any refer-
ence to relevent data or information
regarding the persent condition of agri-
cultural holding in the state. There are
responsible Catholic dailies in the state
which have not yet published a word of
appreciation on any single point. Under

such circumstances, one isinclined to
think that those responsible journals
and individuals are either against any
piece of lezislation which will affect the
status quo, or they have not cared to
study the billsin detail without prejudice.
To me it appears, that the land bills
published by the Praja Socialist Govt.
in T.C. State are in conformity with the
teaching of the Church and that they are
reasonable, provided minor alterations
are made here and there which are
inevitable in the case of any bill., Itis
a piece of legislation which will form
the basis of future land reforms not
only in this state, but also in other states.
This legislation, if carried, would give
an incentive to individuals and the
Govt. to speed up the programme of in-
dustrialisation which isthe only remedy
for solving the chronic unemployment
in the country. Itis high time for the
Catholics of this country to cast off
their cloak of step-motherly attitude
towards progressive legislation which
are in conformity with the teachings of
the Church, and approach all question
either political or economic or social in
a realisbic manner. In the present
attitude of certain individuals and sect-
ions, of the Catholic community in
appeasing and nursing the obsolete and
dangerous concept of capitalism and
unbriddled individualism under the
pretext of upholding the right of private
property, there is always the danger of
the baby being thrown out with the
bath-water.




Catholic Approach to the Problem of Labour

The world of to-day is feverieh with
an anxiety and fear and it looks forward
with eagerness to a solution that would
soothe the manifold wounds that afflict
mankind. Anyone who has been study-
ing with an unbiasged mind the course
of the progress of humanity, must bear

testimony to the fact thatmost of the
social ills prevailing in the present
society can be attributed to the glaring
disparity of the two broad classes into
which society is so unjustly divided, viz.,
the class of employers and the class of
workers. And this has been the erux
of the whole problem of labour. At this
critical juncture, we believe that the
Catholic Church, with the principles she
stands for, her wide experience of men
and of things, spread over long centuries
of trials and glorious achievements can
really steer clear of the present social
malady. :

K. C. Jacob, M. A .

The equilibrium of human society is
disturbed. Wealth has been accumu-
lated in the hands of a few capitalists,
leaving behind them a lawless and rest-
less multitude to utter misery andpoverty.
The poor and the needy are not content
with their lot; no wonder they feel ill at
ease and seek a solution. The wide gulf
that has been created between the
masters and workers and the consequent
estrangement has been the root cause
of all the present ills of human society.

Manifold and phenomenal changes
occured in the different stages of agri-
culture. The bullock gave way to the
tractor, the wooden plough to the steel
plough, and the sickle to the harvester.
The rising wave of mechanization in-
vaded the numerous stages of cultivation.
Techinque and science conquered the
field of industry too, transforming alto-
gether the various processes of industry.
New sources of power were pubt into
use; roaring machines were invented.
Startling discoveries in the multifarious
fields of industrial activity staggered the
people and such was the tempo of the
progress in the 19th century, that it
gained the name the “Industrial Re-
volution”. Factories with fuming chim-
neys, sprang up everywhere; mammoth
industries grew up around fowns and

cities. Tiocalisation of industries at
favourable places and the inevitable
concentration of workers were the

attendant features of the period. The
industrial towns were the most insani-
tary places, the hot beds of virulent and
contagious diseases. On the other side
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of the picture, there was the' wealthy
capitalistic employer who controlled the
means of production and pocketed the
huge profits for himself, “unlawfully
obtained” as the worker deemed it to be.

Under the influence of a growing
economic individualism fostered by the
development of liberalism,various abuses
and injustices as the “Sweating system,”
“WorkHouse System” etc. crept into the
factory system and they began to assume
gerious proportions. Free competition
was unfair in practice, since the worker
was the weaker of the two, depending
on the mercy of the employer. Now that
they were massed together, and being
victims of the untold misery and injustice
of the factory system they began to
discuss'their grievances and they became
class-conscious.

The Industrial Revolution revolution-
ised the technique of industrial produc-
tion,and it did revolutionise, along with
it;the structure of societytoo,by reducing
it into two main antagonistic classes of
the well-to-do and the proletariat. This
glaring disparity, this wide gap between
the masters and the workers, the former
on the pinacle of wealth and happiness,
and the latter in the vale of despair and
misery and the most unnatural division
of society into the haves and the have-
nots, supplies the gist of the whole pro-
blem of labour. The worker is denied a
fair wage, that is sufficient for him to
maintain himself and his family at re-
asonable comforts. No wonder, under
the pressure of low wages, a wage that
was inadequate and insufficient, and un-
healthy conditions of work, workers
were impelled to search for & remedy for
all this malady.

Politicians, economists, social re-
formers and philanthropists sought hard
for a remedy, The labour question be-
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came the burning problem of the day.
There appeared under these circumst-
ances, diverse and varied solutions one
after another, almost all of which were
contrary to all fundamentals of moral
justice, nay even against reason. The
workers were. by this time nursed with
the hopes and promises of a New Order
which when realised, they thought,
would make the world a better and
happier place to live in.

As a remedy to the existing social evil,
there appeared on the scene the so-called
dynamic, and energetic solution of Karl
Marx,theScientificSocialism as it is called
or Communism. Karl Marx, the Jew,
struck at the ‘Achilles heel’ and he suc-
ceeded in cajoling and hypnotising the
workers as it were, through his catch-
words of “Exploitation”, *Spoliation”
and the like. Marx was no dunce when
he exhorted, “Workers of the world
unite, for you have nothing to lose but
your chains.”

Marx, basing his theory on the evolu-
tionary materialistic interpretation of
history, asserted that the history of all
hitherto existing society is one of class-
struggle,the unceasing struggle between
the rich and the poor. To incite the
workers into a fierce revoultion he un-
veiled to them the injustices and abuses
they had to sustain at the hands of the
capitalists. ~ For this purpose, he in-
geniously invented the theory of surplus
value. Goods and commodities are
simply erystallised human labour and
the worker receives only a part of the
value of his work. The appropriation of
the surplus value by the capitalists, Marx,
said, was the greatest injustice of the
capitalist system, The capital thus ac-
cumulated is the fruit of the spoliation
of the worker. This has been the basis
of the Marxian philosophy and he



proceeded to visualize a day of cataclysm
—a world-wide revolution, a general
breakdown of the industrial system cul-
minating in the final resurrection of the
proletariat. ' Capitalism will cease to
exist and collectivism of the proletariat
will follow, when there will be no more
spoliation, each worker being given a
work befitting his taste and capacity and
pay corresponding to the full value of
his work. ,

The Marxian goal—Is it a remedy ?
Unrealistic arnd utopian as it appears,
ridiculous and fantastic in its assump-
tions, atheistic and materialistic -in its
outlook, the Marxian solution to the pro-
blem of labour is worse than the evil it
intends to cure. It advocates abolition
of private property and collectivisation of
all ncansfof production. The existence of
inequalities among the people,because of
the ownership of property, is no argu-
ment for the total abolition of it. The
workers would only be worse off under,
such a Collective system and the so-called
“liberation” of the workers would be a
mere illusion. It pretends to free man
from all oppression, misery and priva-
tion; but it deprives him of hismost pre-
cious possession, his supernatural goal,
the very foundation of human existence.
Marx's assertions that human history has
been one of class wars between the rich
and the poor is'a simple falsehood and
the cataclysm predicted by Marx has
remained a pure myth till today.

True liberation comes to man through
Christ; a theocraite approach alone can
solve the manifold ills that afflict
society. ~ Human society is neither a
multitude of dispersed and independent
individuals struggling for their existen-
ce in a world of free competition, nor
is it an all absorbing central power,
under which the huwman personality
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loses its entity. Fvery human being
by the very fact that he is endowed with
intelligence, will and liberty has cer-
tain rights. The rights @ include,? the
right to live, to have the proper means
of sustenance, to get a fitting education,
to follow the dictates of his conscience
etc. Tt is evident, of course, that if
there exist rights in some, there must
exist corresponding obligations in others
to safeguard those rights. Hence the'
need for reconstructing the social ' order
giving due importance to the fundamen-
tal rights and obligations of the indivi-
duals. The right of private property is

a natural and inalienable right and a
solution hasto be sought without infrin-
ging man of that God-given right.  But
the right of private property, however,

is not unlimited and is subject to legal
restrictions such as are necessary for
the benefit of the community. It is
therefore clear that the right of private
ownership, though natural and real, is
nevertheless, conditioned by the needs
of others.

- Another title of private property is
labour, but today in fact millions of
men and women are toiling day and
night without being able to acquire a.

pittance as private property and this is

the source of all calamities of our day.

The catholic church therefore insists

upon  the right of a living wage in order
to cure this evils. Popes Leo XIII and
Pius XTI insisted in strong terms on the
duty of the employer to give a living
wage and the right of the worker to getthe
same, The stand of the Catholiec church
with regard to this issue is vividly ‘ex-
pressed in the famous pronouncentment
of Pope Pius XI—“Social Justice cannot
be said to have been satisfied so long as
the working men are denied a wage.that
will enable them to secure proper sus-



tenance for themselves and their fami-
lies”. The Encyelicals exhort the em-
ployers to realise the dignity of labour
and their moral obligation to society,and
to give the worker a fair wage, a family
wage.

The assurance of a just wage or
reasonable income to the worker is the
assurance of industrial peace and
concord between employers and em-
ployees. Now that the worker enjoys
economic independence, he breathes an
air of freedom, and the antipathy of the
classes will slowly give place to mutual
trust and faith, the interests of both
being harmonised,since a rise in the stan-
dard of living of the worker is conducive
to efficiency and better production.

For the attainment of this goal, the
state has to play a dynamic role. The
state has the duty to protect the rights
of individuals and families, to see that
they are not deprived of their legitimate
rights, since the individual and family
are prior to the state. Private property,
should be protected by the state, but not
unlimited private property, for owner.
ship has a two fold character, individual
and social. Hence it follows that the
state has the right to adjust ownership
to meet the needs of the public good.
To quote the Encyclical, “Quadragesimo
Anno”’ of Pope Pius X1 “the state should
specify accurately what is licit and what
is illicit for the property owners in the
use of their possessions”. In short,a wider
distribution of property has to be ef-
fected and the state with its powers can
achieve the same through taxation ete.

The policy of the state should be to
induce as many people as possible to
become owners, Arthur Young says‘“The
magic of ownership turns sand into
gold”. Give a man a beautiful ‘garden
without the right of ownership, he will

turn it into a desert. Give him a piece
of rock, with the right of ownership, he
will turn it into a beautiful garden.
Ownership is conducive to the qualities
of thrift and industry and will prove

beneficial to himself and the society
at large.

Again, the state through the various
welfare schemes of social security as
adopted by some democratic countries of
the west, like provsion of unemploy-
ment relief, provision against accidents,
old age pension etc., protect the weak
worker and reorgnise the economic and
social life in such a manner as to make
it more attractive than the communist
serfdom. Thus bridging the wide gulf
that exists between the two classes, we
can remove the causes of discontent and
revolt among the working classes.

Liastly, the need for the worker's
organizations is no less important. Liong
before any government had introduced
legislation, Pope Tieo XIIT of happy me-
mory had recommended the formation of
trade unions. It must be born in mind
that proper lead and training should be
given to the workers in organizing them
and framing broad policies of their
conduct and working. The ideal of trade
unions should be more to safeguard
their rights and privileges rather than
to destroy those of their brethren
based on the fatherhood of God and
brotherhood of man. For this, the
Catholics should take the lead and
should organize worker’s unions and
direct them through proper channels,
sticking fast to the high ideals of moral
justice, charity, equality and tolerance,
of course, assuring the dignity of the
in dividual. The Catholics should fight
shy of their conservatism and should
come to the forefront. It has to be ad-
mitted regretfully that Catholics in



Catholic Approach to the Problem of Education

Of all problems that confront huma-
nity to-day, there is none more acute
than the training of the future genera-
tion. The prosperity and success of any
nation can be considered to be
gsecure only if the Youth is properly
equipped to hold aloft the torch of
freedom their elders have sacrificed so
much to keep alive. Our leaders have
realised it only too well, and hence the
urgency for evolving the proper edu-
cational system in our country to-day.
The totalitarian countries have given us
a timely reminder that education can be
made as powerful a means of corrupt-
inz, as of improving the mentality of a
nation. In fact, the very success of
Communist Russia encourages us to be-
live that the right type of education, if
only we can discover it, isthe most
effective weapon for the confusion of
the ungodly, and the betterment of man-
kind. The Catholic Church, the mother
of Uuiversities and the most potent
single educating force for the last twenty

the past had not played their proper
part in the political field as they should
have done, and the lack of leadership
among Catholics has been keenly felt by
all. It is quite natural that the workers,
denied of their legitimate rights, go
after any fantastic slogan, and if the
workers are deluded by the communists,
we are to blame ourselves.

There is the moral duty for the catholic
intelligentia, the university students,
who are the torch-bearers of our religion,
to take up the challenge of communism
and to fight this deadly enemy and lead
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centuries, has set forth her approach to
the educational problems of the day in
the famous Encyclical on “Christian
Education” by Pope Pius XI. The world
do well to heed to the advice of his
Holiness drawn from the experience of
centuries.

Aims of Education. The primary aim of
education is to train the youngster into
the true and finished man of character,
and a loyal citizen of the State. In
particular, Catholic Education aims at
fitting & man for life here and an eternal
destiny hereafter. No education can be
said to be complete that stops with this
life alone. Fuarther, education should
gerve to raise the intellectual tone of
society as a whole, and to cultivate the
public mind, aand purify the national
taste. University should be the place
where the student can profitably breath
what Cardinal Newman calls the “Pure
and clean atmosphere of thought’’.

Broadly speaking, the responsibility
of the education of a young man can be

the ignorant masses to their happy goal.
We need not be alarmed at our present
poor numerical strength for, our strength
is more than outward signs could indi-
cate, since our innermost convictions are
true, sincere and compact, rooted not on
false precepts or treacherous slogans or
erroneous expedients.

Hence, rise up friends! rise from the
silent slumber, put on the armour of God,
grasp the sword of truth and march on,
The way is difficult, path slippery,
climbing steep, but the heights are
glorious and victory sghall be ours.



said to depend upon (1) the family (2)
the State and (3) Religion. The first
two should prepare the youngster to be
a useful citizen, and inculcate in the
young mind his duties to his family, the
state and humanity at large. But it is
through religions and moral instruction
that he obtains a clear conception of the
relations between the Creator and the
creature, ané his duties to the Creator.
The rights of the family and the state
over a child's education being of the
natural order actually complement and
donotsupersede therights of the church
'wh'ich are of the supernatural order.

According to St. Thomas Aquinas,
“The child is naturally something of
the father. So by natural right the child,
before reaching the age of reason, is
under his parent’s care. Hence it would
be  contrary to natural justice if the
child before the use of reason, were re-
moved from the care of its parents, or
if any deposition weremade concerning
him against the will of the parents’’.
Thus the childern belong to the
parents primarily, and they have the firsg
right to educate their children. Totali-
tarian states like Communist Russia
and sgome of what ave called Welfare
States assert that man is born a citizen,
and hence primarily belongs to the state,
and claim that education is solely the
responsibility of the states. But they
forget that the child owes his existence
itself to the parents, and as such the
parents have a right over him prior to
the state. Again, apart from the few
hours the child spends in the school,
the rest of the day he spends with his
parents. Unless his education in the
school is in the line as the training he
receives under his parents, a conflict of
ideas will be the result, with energyand
efforts ~wasted. =~ Therefors, a parent
gshould have the [reedom fo impart to
his child the type of education he con-
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siders best. It is one his fundamental
rights, and the state shall not violate it.

The family, by itself, is not in a posi-
tion to train the youngster in all the arts
and sciences, in tune with the times.
Hence the necessity {or school as a
social instituton, It is good to remember
that in Western Countries, educational
institutions invariably owed their
existence to the church. DBut later, with
the advent of Protestantism, education
could not remain the monopoly of the
church, and the state stepped in. The
function of the state, as far as educa-
tional institutions are concerned, is to
protect and foster it, but as H.H. Pope
Pius XT points out ‘“by no means to
absorb the family and the individual, or
to substitute itself for them.”” The state
can ensure that all citizens have the
necesgsary knowledge of their civic and
political duties, and a certain degree of
physical and moral culture, which
are necessary for the common good. But
the church holds that state shall not
force families directly or indirectly to
make use of government schools against
their will.

In short noonecandeny the fact that the
state has the right to see that children
are educated, But that does not mean
that edncation is the sole monopoly of
the state. HEducation belongs primarily
to the parent to. whom the children be-
long, and they should have the right to
decide how or by whom the children
should be taught.

The present tendency in the so-called
secular states is to cut out religious
instruction completely from schools and
Colleges. Oureducational system confines
itself to the study of arts and sciences,
and to inculcate in the young mind,
love for the country and its heroes, Well
and good. Butis it not equally necessary
if not more, to foster in them as' much
attention to the Creator, and 'to' His



teachings through religion? If God be ex-
cluded from our Class-rooms, how could
our boys and girls have the right atmos-
phere and the right training? They need
an atmosphere filled with the presence
of God, the clear-cutdistinction between
the right and wrong, the law/ul and
unlawful. Catholic Church has been
standing for these throughout the ages.
Now also she demands of the authorities
of the secular states to guarantee these
for the children. Liord Haldane describ-
ed the TUniversity as “The place
where the higher ends of life are made
possible of attainment, where the finite
and infinite meet to-gether””. But how
can we ever expect the younger genera.
tion to understand the infinite through
the finite, where they are not even
allowed to think about their Creator
in their class-rooms?

Catholic Church can rightly be called
the Mother of Universities. Our Divine
Founder Himself started his career as a
teacher, calling around him the illiterate
fews, explaining to them the mysteries
of life here and here-after, about the
benevolence of God and duties of people
to their rulers and to their Creator. ‘Go
and teach ye all nations” and the
church took it up. Smallschools sprang
up around churches, where children
flocked for instructions in the funda-
mental principles of religion. Gradu-
ally as the thirst for knowledge increas-
ed, arts and sciences were included 1n
the syllabus.  Thus originated the
University. Most of the Universities of
the ancient World, such as at Bolongna,
Oxford, Cambridze, Paris, owe their
origin to the Church. With the advent
of Protastantism, the Church lost her
supremacy in the educational field in
gome of the states. Religion is now
totally excluded from education. Every
art and every science is taught in the
universities “exceptthe art of arts and the
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Science of sciences’’. Such an ediication
is bound to become irreligious. As Rev.:
Fr. Sequeira points out ‘‘Religion has
always been an integral partin our
system till British neutrality invaded it;
indeed our ancient Hindu or Moslem
Schools were never more than religious
institutions; whose primary object was
to teach the Vedas or Qoran, and through
them something of other subjects. By
divorcing religion from education, the
British have done a most un-Indian
thing’’. 1If the British Governn.ent were
un-Indian, our national Government
also does not seen to have beccme any
more Indian, considering the present
trend in education.

Magnificent is the record of service
rendered by Catholic Colleges to the’
Cause of education in India. Our poli-
tical leaders do acknowledge this fact in
the glowing tributes they pay to our
institutions. Catholic Colleges remain
a model to other institutions of & similar
kind, and outshines them all in profi-
ciency in the academic field. Even so,
a great deal remains to be done to fit
our iastitutions to the changing times
of the modern era.

Apart from gaining purely academic
distinctions,{ Catholic Colleges have the
responsibility of training leaders for
Catholicism in India. In fact College
is the forge at which future leaders are
to be moulded. Not a few are of opinion’
that Catholic Colleges have not attained
the same. success in this field as in
others. Too much concentration on
examination results, to the detriment of
exfra-curricular activities, have been
attributed by some as one reason for
this. Whatever the case may be; it is
a regrettable fact that sufficient encou-
ragement 1s not given to students td
develop their oratorical, athletic and
histrionic talents, in many Colleges.

Social Service is another field in which
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Catholic Colléges have still to set the
model. It is true that most of our
Colleges claim to have Social Service
Leagues. Some of the Social Service
Lieagues do spend decent amounts on
charitable works, But it is not the
amount the society spends, but the
spirit which animates that really
counts. Students should be encouraged
to render personal services to the poor,
the sick and the illiterate people of the
neighbouringlocalities. Organising read-
ing rooms, adult education classes and
provision of housing facilities are just
& few of the avenues along which
students can be led. Also a few hours
spent on road cleaning, road repair and
thatching of huts of the poor, would be
exhilarating work for the students, in
addition to the welcome effeet it will
produce in the temperament of the boys.

Catholic Colleges are doing a tremen-
dous lot in educating poor boys. A good
amount is being spent as scholarships
for them. Butis it enough? Are there
not still a large number cf ‘“mute,
inglorious” Dantes, Louis Pastures
and Frederick Ozanams wasting their
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precious talents in penury and obs:
curity? Should we not lend them a
helping hand, lead them up to the portals
of the College, enable then to develop
their talents, and thus build up a bul-
work for our Church and state against
the ungodly. If the Colleges cannot
spare enough, money should be found
elsewhere. I suggest that our Churches
and wealthy Catholic laymen should
jointly collect a sufficiently large {und
in aid of poor students. It issureto
pay attractive dividends later on.

The leaders of India are now seriously
experimenting on a new educational
scheme. Sargent’s scheme of Indian Edu-
cation had completely omitted religion
from it. One would have hoped that a
philosopher of Sri Radhakrishnan’s
calibre would have provided better for
religious education in his report. Itis
time our educationists opened their eyes
to the evils of a purely materialistic
education, without any place for God
in it. Let us hope Free India will take
heed and evolve a new system of educa-
tion true to her religious tradition
and culture.
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GERVAS JOHN & CO.,
TRICOLOUR. HALFTONE, LINE BLOCK & RUBBER STAMP MAKERS
ERNAKULAM.,
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Telegrams: “KANIAMPURM” POST BOX No. 82, ERNAKULAM.
Telephone: 501. |
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KANIAMPURAM BROTHERS,
WATCH Co.,

ERNAKULAM.
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Phone No. 158.

R. VENKITASUBRAMANIA IYER

T.

JEWELLER

@0 O@M\N.EW@ _@m&s@mm@mgoboa@ﬁmno

BROADWAY. ERNAKULAM=-1.
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FOR ALL KINDS OF
PHOTOGRAPHIC WORKS

PLEASE CONTACT

|
JOHN & BROTHERS,

PHOTOGRAPHERS

PERUMANUR % ERNAKULAM.
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Tel: PRECIOUS

KOHINOOR STORES

WHOLESALE STATIONERS, RADI0S

&
GRAMOPHONE DEALERS
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Broadway, Ernakulam.
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BASTIN & COMIPANY,

TAILORS AND OUT-FITTERS.

ALUMKADAVU,
ERNAKULAM.

THE KERALA TUTORIAL COLLEGE

WARKEY ROAD, EANAKTLAM,
8.8.L.C, B. A, & B. Sc. MADRAS & TRAVANCORE)

THE ABLEST PROFESSORS ARE GATHERED HERE UNDER
ONE ROOF AND THIS IS ALWAYS TOLD IN OUR RESULTS.

T. K. NARAYANAN M. A.
Principal.
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BHARAT STUDIO

ERNAKULAM.
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FOR THE BEST PHOTOS

THE ROYAL STUDIO

ERNAKULAM.
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ATTRACTIVE DESIGNS

CR2ENR
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@. K. Paunl & Co.,

Manufacturing Jewellers
&

Bullion Merchants

BROADWAY <8 ERNAKULAM.
Phone 536.
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['.' CATERERS )

New Woodlands

Boarding and Lodging

70 FT. ROAD:

ERNAKULAM.
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Printed and published by Rev. Fr. Marc_"el C.D., M A., at the
Little Flower Press, Thevara, 1955.
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Our outgoing Sodalists—Senior Inter and Senior B. A., B. Sc., & BCom. ‘Mary Mother Dear, Bless all our Sodalists’.
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