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- -~  INTRODUCTION .
e

Mr. S. Paramesvara Aiyar, M.A,, 1§*~,,.,L., , M. By
familiarly known as Ullur Paramesvara Aiyar, needs no
introduction to the reading public of the West Coast.
He comes of an old and loyal family, many of whose
members have, in the past, faithfully served their Sove-
reign and State. One of his ancestors carried the histori-
cal note of apology from Maharaja Bala Rama Varma
to the camp of Colonel St, Leger—a fact mentioned in
Welsh’s Military Reminiscences. Paramesvara Aiyat’s
father, the late Assistant Inspector Subrahmanya Aiyar,
was a Sanskrit scholar of eminence, a persuasive speaker,
and a pioneer of vernacular education in North Travan-
core. :

Paramesvara Aiyar was bern and brought up at
Changanaseri, my birth-place. He received his early
Sanskrit education from my late lamented cousin, Ravi
Varma of Lakshmipuram, a sound Sanskrit scholar and
one of the greatest of modern Malayalam poets, Scarcely
was the pupil 14, when the preceptor wrote congratu-
- Jating him :—
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This prophecy has been amply fulfilled. Paramesvara
~ Aiyar had a brilliant academic carcer. fle was the
favourite pupil of the late Mr. Boyle who used to giv
him record marks in English. He passed the B.
~ Degree Ezamination in the first class, taking &nnsknt

-~ for his second language and was preparmg for M A i
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English Literature, whehn, at the instanse of some or us,
he changtd it for Malayalam and Tamil, in which langu-
ages rb‘bﬂe had till then passed the highest examination

in Arts, He was the first M. A, & B. L. in the State

- service, where his career has been, so far, universally
admired. The late Mr T. Rajaram Rao, officiating

Dewan, has written of him: “He has given good proof
of his command cver -the English Language. Heisa
young man of bright parts and destined some day to

_shine well in the world,” while the late Mr, Sankara

Pillai, Dewan Peishcar, has recorded: ‘'l can bear
ample testimony to the sound and practical commop
sense, strict integrity and earnest devotion to duty, which
have hitherto characterised his career as a public servant
and made it a great success and which give promise of a
brighter career in future.,”” | know that, in-every station
he has worked, he is remembered by the people with
gratitude and affection. His unofficial career has been
equally successful. He is an earnest student of literature
and history., His translation of “Mayurasandesa” and
other English poems were greatly admired by the ate
Mr. R. C. Dutt, and show the . perfect mastery he holds
over English rhyme, while his numerous pamphlets on

- South Indian history, such as “Travancore and Vijaya-

' nagar” illustrate the depth of his historical learning, -

While oniy a head clerk, he was appointed by the Gov-
ernment as one of the three members of the **Historical

- Relics Preservation Committee.” Paramesvara Aiyar
- has been Chief Exzaminer to the University in Mala-
© yalam for the past many years, and His Highpess the

. Maharaja has been graciously pleased to present him
~ with a golden virasrinkbala in recognition of his talents.

- The (o most admirable traits about Paramesvara Aiyar
- are the range of his knowledge and the tenacity of his

- memory. The.stock of first-hand information that he
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“and valiant minister. One of these men sets fire to the

v = ____.__——-——--!

possestes i;l diverse direction is really marvellous, while,
in the dim and slippery fields of early Malabar history

and early Malayalam literature, he is rightly rcgazded

as an authority by scholars. As a Malayalam poet,
scholar and critic, [ need hardly say that Paramesvara
Aiyar stands in the very forefront of the literary men
of the West Coast, while as a speaker in Malayalam,
he has hardly any rivals, His works such as Vanchisagiti,
Sujatodvaham and Nercha mark him out as a poet of the
highest order, while his edition of the Aranyakanda of
Kapnassa Ramayana shows the depth of his scholarship in

“-theg language. His writings have, to a large extent,

been responsible for raising Malayalam verse to the level

- of Sanskrit poetry.

But® the work that is now presented to the public
the Mahakavya by name Umakeralam, is no doubt
the magnum opus of Paramesvara Aiyar. The Poem
consists of 19 cantos, The argument is simple and
briefly this:— Maharaja Aditya Varma who ruled over
Venad in the middle of the 9th century of the ‘Malabar
era was a weak and inefficient ruler. He bad a fair
daughter by name Kalyani and a young minister named

‘Ravi Varman Tampan. Kalyani and Ravi Varma fall =

in love with each other and the Maharaja gives hisassent
to their union. But the ‘course of true love never runs
smooth, and the local barons, well-known in Travancore
History by the name of Ettuvittil Pillamar, sow seeds of
suspicion in the mind of the sovereign against his trusted

paiace of the Maharaja and Ravi Varma catches the

-miscreant in the very act of the ‘mischief, and puts hx. -

to death, By an ingenious contrivance, however; the
pillamar succeed in making the king believe that the‘.,-,,
incendiarism in question was the workgf,the mlmsterrangi' ’
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get him banished from the country, The baréns, having
gained their object, poison the Maharaja, and Ramana-

- madam, the most notorious of them, murders five of the
infant sons of Umayamma Rani, who succeeds the
Maharaja to the throne. In the meantime, the nephew

- of the barop who set fire to the palace makes love to
Kalyani and, having failed in his object, tries to carry
her away. A Moghul Sirdar who invaded Travancore
at the time sees this. The minister himself arrives ac~
the spot to effect the rescue of his beloved, but the Sirdar
kills the baron and abducts the hergine. The Ranithen
sends Revi Varma to Kottayam in British Malabar to
seek the help of Kerala Varma, the Elaya Raja of that
State. He comes over to Travancore, and, as the result
of a miracle, defeats the Moghul Sirdar. The latter, in his

‘-attempt to outrage the modesty of the heroine, is killed
~ by her. Ramanamadam is then hunted down,and after

_the country is restored to peace ‘and quiet, the minister

~ and his lady-love are united in wedlock. On the advice

. of the minister, the Rani gives permission to the English

to erect a fort at Anjengo. With this auspicious eventin

=the hlstory of Travancore, the story appropriately closes.

Paramesvara Aiyar deals with the life and times

of Umayamma Rani in a masterly manner, skilfully
clothing the dry bones of history with the flesh and
~ blood of romance. The parting of the minister and
_ his lady-love in canto III, the poisoning of the king in
canto V, the drowning of the princes in canto VII,
the lament of the Rani in canto VIII, and the murder
of the Sirdar in canto XV, are all portrayed with a
_ireshness of imagination, an originality of thought,
and.a delicateness of touch, which does infinite credit
to our talented author., There is hardly a dull or un-
.~ couth line in the whule poem, In the vividness of its
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i_gaagery; in the grandeur of its conception, and in the

_exquisiteness of its workmanship, this great poem of.

Paramesvara Aiyar, with its lengthy cantos, may not be
inaptly compared to that admirable masterpiece in Sans-
krit literature, the Naishadhiyacharita of Sriharsha, and:
will be seen not to suffer in the least by the comparison.
Both these great works are not meant for the ignorant
or the careless reader, but, on the other hand, for persons
of taste and culture who are prepared to make a study of

them. There are innumerable passages of striking
beauty and exceptional eleBance in Umakeralam, As
-every canto abounds in them, | shovold not be doing
justice to other cantos, were 1 to make excerpts from

_some and present them to the reader. While I am of

opinion that this is, by far, the best of the Mahakavyas
hitherto published in Malayalam, I doubt whether, since
the days of Krishragatha, we have had a poem with such
a wealth and variety of imagery. Present and future
generations of Travancoreans will, I feel sure, read this-
great poem with interest and profit. It has an educative
value of its own, being eminently calculated to foster

feelings of the deepest devotion and loyalty to the throne,

In conclugion, [ heartily congratulate Mr, S. Para-

mesvara Aiyar on the production of this noble work
which substantially ‘enriches the present scanty Mala-
yalam literature, and invite the people of Keralatoa
right rich and royal literaty repast.

Trivandium, (Sd.) KERALA VARMA,
9th Sept. 1913, Valia Koil Thampuran C. S. I.
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