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INTRODUCTION

The Government of Madras took up for consideration the question
of publication of the various manuscripts in different languages on
subjects like Philosophy, Medicine. Science, etc., early.in May 1948.
Important Manuseripts Libraries in the Madras Presidency were
requested to send a list of unpublished manuseripts with them for favour
of being considered by the Govenrment for publication. The Honorary
Secretary of the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s Sarasvathi Mahal Library,
Tanjore, alone complied with this request. This list as well as a similar
list of unpublished manuscripts in the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras, were carefully examined and a tentative selection of
manuseripts suitable for publication was made. The Government in
their Memorandum No. 34913/ 48-10, Education. dated 4th April 1949,
constituted an Expert Committee with the Curator of the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the Secretary, for the final
selection of manuscripts suitable for printing and for estimating the cost
of publication. :

i

The following were the members of the Committee:—

1 Sri T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai, M.A., B.L. M.L.C.,
2 Sri R. P. Sethu Pillai, B.A., B.L.
3 Sri C. M. Ramachandra, Chettiar, B.A., B.L.
4 Sri R. Krishnamoorthy (%elk:).
5 Dr. N. Venkataramapayya, M.A., PH.D.
6 Sri M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, M.a.
7 Sri V. Prabhakara Sastri.
8 Sri N. Venkata Rao, M.A.
9 Sei H. Sesha Ayyangar.
10 Sri Masti Venkatesa Ayyangar.
11 Sri M. Mariappa Bhat, M.A., L.T.
12 Dr. C. Achyuta Menon, B.A., PH.D.
13 Dr. C. Kunhan Raja, M.A., D.PHIL.
14 Dr. A. Sankaran, M.A., PH.D., L.T.
15 Sri Polakam Sri Rama Sastri.
16 Sri S. K. Ramanatha Ssatri.
17 Dr. M. Abdul Haq, M,A., b PHIL. (Oxon.)
18 Sri Afzul-ul-Ulama Hakim Khader Ahamed.
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19 Sri P. D. Joshi.
20 Sri S. Gopalan, B.A., B.L.
21 Sri T. Chandrasekharan, M.A,, L.T.

With the exception“of Sri Masti Venkatesa Ayyangar, and Dr.
C. Kunhan Raja, the above members continued for 1950—51 also to
be members of the Expert Committee to which the following gentlemen
were added in Government Memos. Nos. 7297-E/50-3, Education, dated
19th May 1950 and 15875-E/50-4, Education dated 7th September 1950:—

1 Dr. A. Chidambaranatha Chettiar, M.A., PH.D.

2 Sri S. Govindarajulu, B,A., B.L., LL.B., Bar-at-Law.
3 Capt. G. Srinivasamoorthy, B.A,, B L., M.B. & C.M.
4 Dr. Muhammad Hussain Nainar, M.A., PH.D.

5 Sri T. V. Subba Rao, 8.4., B.L.,

6 Principal, College of Indian Medicine, Madras.

The members of the Committee formed into Sub-Committees for
the various languages, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugn, Kannada, Malayalam,
Mahrathi and Islamic Languages. They met during the month of May
1949, at Madras and at Tanjore to examine the manuscripts and make a
selection. The recommendations of the Committee were accepted by
the Government and they decided to call these publications as the
“MADRAS GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL SERIES,” and appointed.
the Curator, Government Oriental Manuseripts Library, Madras, as the
General Editor of the publications under this series.

The following manuscripts were taken up for publication during
1949-50: —

“A” FROM THE GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL MANUSCRIPTS
LIBRARY, MADRAS.

TAMIL

1 Kappal Sattiram

2 Anubhava Vaiddiya Murai
3 Attanakolahalam

4 Upadesa Kandam

5 Colan Purva Pattayam

6 Sivajnana Dipam
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TELUGU

1 Aushadha Yogamulu

2 Vaidya Nighantuvu

3 Dhanurvidya Vilasamu

4 Yoga Darsana Vishayamu
5 Khadga Lakshana Siromani

SANSKRIT

1 Vishanarayaniyam (Tantrasarasangraha)
2 Bhargava Nadika :
3 Hariharacaturangam

4 Brahmasutravrtti—Mitaksara
5 Nyayasiddhanta Tattvamrtam

MALAYALAM

1 Garbha Cikitsa
2 (a) Vastulakshanam
(b) Silpavishayam
3 Mahasaram
4 Kanakkusaram
5 Kriyakramam’
6 Kanukkusaram (Balaprabodha.m)

KANNADA

1 Lokopakaram

2 Rattamatam

3 Asvasastram

4 Vividha Vaidya Vishayagalu
5 Sangitaratnakara

6 Supasastra

ISLAM1C LANGUAGES
1 Jamil-Al-Ashya
2 Tibb-E-Faridi
3 Tahqig-Al-Buhran
4 Safinat-Al-Najat
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“B” FROM THE TANJORE MAHARAJA SERFOJI'S
SARASVATHI MAHAL LIBRARY, TANJORE

TAMIL
1 Sarabhendra Vaiddiya Murai (Diabetes)
2 Do (Eyes)
3 Do (Anaemia)
4 Do (Svasakasam)

5 Agastiyar 2000
6 Konkanarsarakku Vaippu
7 Tiruccirrambalakkovaiyar with Padavurai
8 Talasamudram
9 Bharatanatyam
10 (@) Pandikeli Vilasa Natakam
(b) Pururava Cakravarti Natakam
(¢) Madana Sundara Vilasa Natakam

* 11 Percy Macqueen’s Collection of Folklore in the Madras
University Library
12 Ramaiyan Ammanai.

TELUGU

1 Kamandakanitisaramu

2 Taladasapranapradipika

3 Raghunatha Nayakabhyudayamu

4 Rajagopala Vilasamu

5 Ramayanamu by Katta Varadaraju.

MAHRATHI

1 Natyasastra Sangraha

2 (a) Book of Knowledge
(b) Folk Songs
(¢) Dora Darun Veni Paddhati
(d) Asvasa Catula Dumani

3 (a) Pratapasimhendra Vijaya Prabanda
(b) Sarabhendra Tirthavali
(¢) Lavani

4 Devendra Kuravanji

5 Bhakta Vilasa

6 Sloka BaddhaRamayana
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SANSKRIT

1 Asvasastra with Tricolour illustrations
2 Rajamrganka

3 Anadakandam ,

4 Ayurvedamahodhadhi

5 Gita Govinda Abhinaya

6 (a) Colacampu

() Sahendra Vilasa

7 Dharmakutam—Sundara Kanda
8 Jatakasara

9 Vishnutattvanirnaya Vyakhya
10 Sangita Darpana
11 Bijapallava

During 1950 only the Sub-committee for TAMIL, TELUGU and

KANNADA met in the month of July 1950 at Madras.

The following books were taken up for publication in the various

- languages during 1950-’51: —

TAMIL

1 Datcanayanar Vaiddiya Attavanai
2 Vaiddiyak Kalanciyam
3 Anubhava Vaiddiya Murai, Vol. 3.

TELUGU
1 Saivacarsangrahamu
2 Anubhava Vaidyamu
3 Abhinayadarpanamu
SANSKRIT

1 Arogyacintamani
2 Tattvasara with Ratnasarini
3 Sutrarthamrta Lahari
4 (o) Ratnadipika
() Ratnasastra

MALAYALAM

1 Asvacikitsa
2 Phalasarasamuccaya
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KANNADA
Vaidy& Sara Sangraha Vol. I.

; During 1951-°52, only the Sub-committees for TAMIL, TELUGU
and MALAYALAM met in the month of April 1951. The following
books were taken up for publication in the various languages:—

TAMIL

1 Saptarishinadi, Vol I. Mesha Lagna

2 Karnatakarajakkal Savistara Carittiram
3 Bharata Siddantam

4 Pillaippinivakatam Vol. I

5 Anubhava Vaiddiyam, Vol. 4

6 Mattuvakatam

TELUGU

1 Brahmavidya Sudharnavamu
2 Ragatalacintamani

3 Vaidyacintamani

4 Kumararamuni Katha

5 Katamaraju Katha

SANSKRIT

1 Devakeralam —Candrakala Nadi
2 Patanjala Yogasutra Vivarana by Sri Sankaracarya

MALAYALAM

1 Kilivandusamvadam
2 Advaita Vedantam

3 Barhaspatyasutrs with Malayalam commentary
4 Karanapaddhati

KANNADA

1 Sadgururahasyam

‘ ARABIC
1 Shawakil-Al-Hur
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In Government Memorandum No. 18947-E/52-2, Education, dated
7th August 1952, a few changes were made in the personnel of the
Expert Committee. ‘

The names of the following members were deleted:-—

1 Sri V. Prabhakara Sastri

2 Sri C. Achyuta Menon

3 Sri M. Abdul Haq’

The following gentlemen were included as members of the Expert
Committee:—

1 Sri M. Somasekhara Sarma

2 Dr. V. Raghavan, M.A., PH.D.

3 Dr. R. Nagaraja Sarma, M.A., PH.D.

4 Dr. S. Krishnan Nayar, M.A,, PH.D,,

5 Prof. S. A. Bukhari, Mm.A.

The Sub-Committee for all the languages met during September
1952 for selecting manuscripts for publication.

The following manuscripts were taken up for publication during
19562—53:—

TAMIL

1 Saptarishinadi, Vol. II—Virushabha Langna
2 Temple Inscriptions of South India, Vol. I

TELUGU

1 Sariramu

KANNADA

1 Bijjalaraya Carite
2 Vaidyasara Sangraha, Vol. II

MALAYALAM

1 Vidyamadhaviyam
2 Sarvasadharana Cikitsa
3 Vishacikitsa and Vishappattusaram

SANSKRIT
1 Nyayaratnam with the commentary Dyutimalika

2 Cikitsatilakam
3 Nrttaratnavali
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The Government in their G. 0. Ms. No. 1820, Education, dated
4th August 1952, sanctioned a grant of Rs. 9,000 to the Dr. V.
Swaminatha Aiyar’s Tamil Library, Adyar, towards the publication of
the following manuscripts as part of the “Madras Goyernment Oriental
Series”: —

1 Tiruvacaka Vyakhyanam
2 Mahabharata Cudamani

The following books were taken up for publication duﬁng
1953-54:—

TAMIL

1 Saptarishinadi, Vol. III, Mithuna Lagna
2 Temple Inscriptions of South India, Vol. II

TELUGU
1 Bharatasarasangraha
' KANNDA
1 Manmathavijaya

MALAYALAM

1 Jnanapiyusam

SANSKRIT
1 Daivajnabharana

PERSIAN

1 Baharisthan Sukhan

Out of the above seven books, five excepting one in Telugu and
one in Persian were printed during the year. ' ‘

The following books were taken up for publication during
1954-55:—

TAMIL

1 Pillaippinivakatam (on Infantile disease.) Vol. TI
2 Saptarishinadi, Vol. IV, Kataka Lagna

3 Perur Kovai

4 Siddhantavilakkam

5 Samudrikalaksanam

6 Anandaranga Kovai
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KANNADA
, 1 Abhidhanaratnamala
2 Vyavaharaganita '
MALAYALAM
1 Vetalapancavimsati
2 Yudhishthiravijayam
SANSKRIT
1 Abhoga
2 Aumapatam
3 Mahabhaskariyam
PERSIAN

1 Nuskha-e-Shajahani

On account of the separation of the Andhra State, the printing of
the Telugu manuscripts could be undertaken only in consultation with
that State. Since the concurrence of that State haz not been received so
far, no work in Telugu was taken up for publication although three works,
namely, Bobbili-Yuddhakatha, Haider Caritramu and Aryabhatiya
Siddhanta Vyakhya were selected for puplication during 1954-’55,

It is hoped that the publication of most of the important
manuscripts will be completed within the next few years. :

Some of the manuscripts taken up for publication are represented
by single copies in the Library and consequently the mistakes that are
found in them could not be corrected by comparing them with other
copies. The Editors have, however, tried their best to suggest correct
readings. The wrong readings are given in round brackets and correct
readings have been suggested in square brackets. When different
readings are found, they have been given in the foot-notes except in the
case of a few books in which the correct readings have been given in
the foot-note or incorporated in the text itself. ;

The Goverment of Madras have to be thanked for financing the
entire scheme of publication although there is a drive for economy in
all the departments. My thanks are due to the members of the Expert
Committee who spared no pains in selecting the manuscripts for
publication. I have also to thank the various Editors, who are experts
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in their own field, for readily consenting to edit the manuscripts and
see them through the Press. The various Presses that have co-operated
in printing the manuscripts in the best manner possible also deserve my
thanks for the patience exhibited by them in carrymg out the
corrections made in the proofs.

" The present work is based on a palm-leaf manuscript Yudhishthira-
vijaya Bhashavyakhyanam bearing D. No. 117, preserved in the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras. This work contains
157 folios with 9 lines on a folio. The size of the palm-leaf is
133"%13". It is written in Malayalam script.

There is a commentary on this work, in Malayalam. It rung
only up to the 38th verse of the 5th Asvasa. Dealing with the
famous epic Mahabharata, it begins from the hunting of Pandu. The
poet is one Vasudevan Nambudiri who lived in the time of Kulasekhara
Perumal. This work is incomplete. The name of the commentator
is not known. '

" Govt. Oriental Manuseripts Library, T. Chandrasekharan,
3 M&dr&s, 5_3—1955- Gura,tor.



PREFACE

* The utility of poetry varies from age to age. To-day poetry is
more or less a medium for Propaganda and the ancient 'classics with
their roots firmly planted in human values, appeal to the modern mind,
not because of their poetic excellence but because of the power their
authors wielded. Those were days when men of learning were held in
respect and the dictum, “VAKROKTIH KAVYAJIVITAM” was
popular. Is there not an artistic beauty even in pedantry? It isa

question worth considering.

An erudite poet may as well be gifted with a fertile imagination
J4n which case he will have unique place in society.  There are many
Malayalees who have to their credit some important works in Sanskrit.
But none of them have achieved that all-India repute which Vasudeva
Bhattathiri, the author of “Yudhishthira Vijayvam’ has established. The
many commentaries of that work in different languages of our land
bear testimony to this fact. Even the name of Melpathur Bhattathiri
whose memory we revere and honour is not so well-known in other
parts of Bharatha as in Kerala. If this is the fate of such a renowned
scholar as Melpathur, we can easily imagine the fate of others, who
were far inferior to him in their intellectual attainments. Vasudeva
Bhattathiri has therefore the unique distinction of having won the
admiration not only of his contemporaries but of later generations too.
A powerful vocabulary and a fecund imagination have enabled that
gifted writer to attain the dizzy heights of fame.

Several legends have been centred round the name of this poet.
Some believe that all his genius was due to the blessings of Lord Sasta,
the deity of Tiruvalla Kavu, a minor temple near Trichur. Even to
this day children in that locality are taken there to be initiated to
learning, because there is still the superstition that Vasudeva
Bhattathiri’s learning is associated with that place. To attribute a
man’s uncommon powers to the influence of something divine is not
anything new to Indian life. Very little is known about the parentage
and early life of our poet though we could hazard certain conjectures
based on some stanzas in *Yudhishthira Vijayam’.

“Yudhishthira Vijayam’, ‘Tripura Dahanam’, ‘Sauri Katha’ and
“Gajendra Moksham’ are the important poetical works popularly
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believed to have come from his pen, though some have tried to thrust
on him the authorship of a few more. ‘Yudhishthira Vijayam’ is a
monumental example of the rare combination of solid learning and
facile fancy. Instances of real artistic elegance and true poetic
splendour are patent to any discerning reader. This explains the
several commentaries of that work in different Indian languages.

In Malayalam also we have a number of commentaries on
“Yudhishthira Vijayam’. Reference has been made to two of them by
Sri Vadakkumkur Raja Raja Varma Raja in his ‘History of the
Sanskrit Works of Kerala Poets’ Volume I. A few: days ago I chanced
to read a Malayalam Commentary of the first three cantos® of
“Yudhishthira Vijayam’ by Sri Kaikulangara Rama Variar, Tt is meant
for school use. This book also serves the same purpose. The detailed
explanations given in the book will certainly enable the students to
make out the meaning and appreciate the rare qualities of poetry.
Malayalam language would have been considered poorer if many of the -
simple but expressive words had not been preserved in such works as
this. Nothing is known to us of the person whe has written this
beautiful commentary on this work in our language. Whoever he be,
all lovers of the Malayalam language and the student population in
particular owe a deep debt of gratitude to that unknown person who
has done this useful service to Kairali.

O. K. Vasudeva Panikkar.
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