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Pusbor and a

living marbyr. The

vlst suecessor of St Pater is really the
Ang!allcus as annocunced by bhe 80
'phqu of Malachy.

POPE PIUS XII
An Aﬁ;recialion

(Fr. Archangel, O.C.D.)

f
d

Some Pseudo-Prophecies

More than a century and half ago, to be
exact, in 1799, a e¢hild of the French
Revolution, Citoyen Deydier by name, &
notified his Government in Paris, “The Ci-devant L
Pope has expired, it will be the last .;g

Ay 5 et S S .

-

and the end of superstition. ‘“That super-
stitious message was sentat the death of another
Pius, the sixth, and we are now ecelebrating §
the 17th anniversary of the election of the i@
twelfth Pius and the 262nd Pope %

From Luther, at least, down to the Commu- @
nists of our own day so many had the temerity
to foretell the end of the papaecy. But only the
prediction of the English protestant historian
Macaulay had any chance ‘of coming approxi-
mately to the reality. Lord Macaulay wrote:
“There is no other institution left standing
which carries the mind back to the times when
the smoke of sacrifice rose from the Pantheon,
and when camelopards and tigers bounded in
the TFlavian' amphitheatre......The Papacy
remaing, not in decay not a mere antique bub
full of life and youthful vigour......She saw the
commencement of all the governments and of
all the ecclesiastical” establishments that now &
exist in the world, and we feel no assurance |
that she is not destined to see the end of them

all. “(Essay on L. Von Ranhet's History of
the popes) :
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Chequered Career

Prior to his election as Pope on 2nd of
March 1939, on the 63rd anniversary of his
birth, after the shortest conclave on record,
Pius X1I had had a very remarkable and cheque-
red career, which prepared him to be one of the
most brilliant and able of Popes. Though of
weak health from his infancy, Eugenio Pacelli,
of all Romans”’, at the age of 20,
the Professor of Canon Law at the
Pontifical Institute of Canon Law. He was
then not yet ordained priest, but was already
a triple Doctor—of Philosophy, of Divinity, and
of Canon Liaw.

1}
“Roman
became

Immediately after his ordination to the
Priesthood, at the request of Cardinal Gaspari,
Fr. Tugene Pacelli entered the Vaticar,
worked under the Cardinal for the codification
of Canon Law At the commencement of World
War I in 1914, he was a Monsignor, and at the
heud of the Extraordinary Affairs in the office
of the Secretary of State- As such he was fto
bring to life most of the initiatives of the
paternal heart of the then Pope, Benediet XV,
for the exchange of unfit prisoners of war, the
liberation of civil prisoners, the hospitalisation
of the wounded and the sick, the repatriation
of tuberculous prisoners, the return home of
hostages, correspondence with the invaded
countries and for those without a country, the
revictualling of oceupied countries, the probec-
tion of children, the sending of drugs and
clothes, religious help to soldiers and specially
to the prisoners.

and

Statesman

By 1917, when the world was in the gian
grip of war and suffering, Mgr. Bugene Pacelli
was ripe to be an ambassador of the Pope
among the belligerents. He was then well
versed in church affairs at the age of 42. Pope
Benedict XV consecrated him Archbishop on
May 14, 1917 and sent him as papal Nunecio to
Munich (Bavaria) at a very critical time in the
history of the country, There the new Nunecio
showed his calibre and statesmanship. Not

only did the Nunecio successfully coneclude &
concordat with Bavaria, but also did his best to
alleviate the sufferings of a people burdened
and discontented with a devastating war.

On April 29,1919 at 3. p m commander
Seiler of the Red army, and a group of armed
comrades with drawn pisbols and guns and with
hand-grenades, waited for the Nuncio at ﬁhsi'
door of hig Library, The unperturbed Arch-
bishop Pacelli soon made his appearance,
grasping the peclioral eross, and facing the guns.
As Attilla before Pope Lieo, Seiler recoiled and
dropped his pistol which touched the pectoral
cross of the Arechbishop as i6 fell to the ground.,
None in the party dared to raise a ﬂngel."._
against that tall lean and ascetic figure of the
Archbishop.  Dumbfounded they went baek
to their headquarters to report that they
were simply unable to shoot the man,

From Munich Archbishop Pacelli was sent
as Nuncio to Berlin in 1925, There, affer
four years of hard diplomacy, the Nunecio con-
cluded a treaty with the proud Prussia. He
was then universally hailed as a great ehurch-
man and diplomat, and after twelve years of
Nunciature, was called back to Rome and creaf-
ed Cardinal- His new office was to assist the
old Secretary of State, Cardinal Gaspari, who
was on the Iook-out for an able successor that
he might retire. This Cardinal Gaspari did in
the following year, with profound satisfaction
at finding the fittest man at the head of the
foreign office of the Pope.

As Papal Secrefary of State for nine years,
Cardinal Pacelli created history. In 1930 itself,
a treaty with Italy was effected putting a stop
to century old disputes. Cardinal Paecelli was
the right-hand man of Pope Pius XI, who had
created him Cardinal, in concluding a series of
concordats with new States and old ones. The
Cardinal was the chief delegate of the Pope in
all important events throughout the world,
such as the Eucharistic Congress in Arvgentina
in 1934, the Centenary celebrations at Liourdes,
the TFucharistic Congress at Budapest, the

BN |



any other labours brought him into inti-
ontact with different nations and peoples.
nd hbw*thi's-'stanﬁs him in good stead as Pope.
dinal .,Pa.celli'»‘wa,s a man of letters and well-

, when such a man is placed on the throne
of Peter, ‘his brilliance is perceived by all the

Vi
e

The Pope

Vhen, as it is reported, with a majority of

s ont of 62, Cardinal Pacelli was elected
o after such a uniquely brief conclave, he
the 261st successor of St Peter, and the
h Roman to be Pope. In passing it may be
ng to remark that there had been 105

rmans, O Asiatics; 3 Africans. 3 Spaniards,
atians; one each ‘from Palestine, Thrace,
rus, Galatia, Holland, Portugal, and
_in' the Chair of St Peter- Among this
varied array of Popes, there are many

s‘a.iipts ~and , great churchmen and
J ien. The present Pope bids fair tio excel
.~ many in all these respects. Heis a dry mar-
. saint and a great diplomat.

A Dry Martyr

Ihave borrowed this title from Bishop
on J. Sheen. I shall leavs it to him to ex-
n his meaning. The Bihop writes: ‘‘Per.
haps no Pope in history has seen so many mar-
fgfr’e_g or the faith as has Pius XII. The first
P es, including St. Peter, were marbyred
rﬁ faith. They wore the wob martyrs,
1e present Holy Father has seen millions
ortu d, persecuted exiled, and martyred
‘under the beatings of the hammer and the out-
ting [ the sickle of Communism: he has ago-
'a,_u_'p.der the double cross of Nazism and
gﬁm iﬁ‘_his__bbdy the marks of the sticks of
cism ; he has seen the Slow attrition of the
1d, as the shores of the western civilization

gave way to the floods of Communist aggre-
ssion—all this and other sorrows, he f{elt as his
own. As a father sees the dark future fora
child afflicted with polio, so, from the beginning,
he had before him the horrible image of the 2nd
World War......” To the multitude of moral
sufferings 'were added nfany physical ailments.

The Holy Father

This title so pleasing to the catholies,
" Holy Father” doubly suits the present Pope.
He is holy not only on account of his august
office as Viear of Christ, but also by his
personal holiness. Though a very popular
Pope who has so completely captured public

popularity, he lives a very reserved life. He is
a veritable recluse in the Vatican Palace. He
has no friends whom he sees off duty, no

intimates or relations around him. His meals
are simple and are always taken alone, served
by his faithful, greying, jovial, Italian Giovanni
Stephanori: The Pope, even when not sick,
eats lightly, breakfasts only on coffee and rolls,
and his dinner is very ordinary. Pius XII does
not smoke. During his meals his pets, the
birds, and especially the canaries, keep him
company- Thusthe Pope, perhaps the highoast
placed human on earth, leads the simplest of
lives in the most sumptuous of sebtings

While being conseious of his God-given
high offics and authority, the present Pope isa
really humble man. During an audience when
Bighop Sheen protested his loyalty to the Viear
of Christ, the Pope, after acknowledging the
God-given high office, added,
I am nothing... ...........nothing”" The Pope
is unassuming, gentle and kind, naver
hasty never impatient The Pope's genial
behaviour, unaffected goodness and cordial
smile had been praised and applauded by
visitors of all nationalities and creeds. He is a
combination of  dignity, scholarship and
harmony, equalled by few, surpassed by none.

The Holy Father is a silent sufferer-
Besides the many moral sufferings, due to
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the sorrows and afflictions of all peoples and
especially of his spiritual children, the present
Pope had many physical ailments all through
hig life; all of which he bore with such heroic
patience. It is reliably related that from his
last illness which had brought him close to the
grave, he was miraculously cured after a vision
of our Lord, which vision wasg perhaps not the
only one during his life,

A Praying Man

Fope Pacelli is eminently a praying man.
Already his predecessor who had made him
Cardinal had declared it. In 1929 Pope Piug XI,
in bhis
Secretary of State wrote: ' 'We have been
inclined to appoint you, firstly because we have
confidence in your spirit of piety and prayer,
on account of which you will receive greab
divine help 7. Here is the first quality for the
first diplomat of the Chureh.

The thin and flexible neck of Pacelli could
hend in front of the invisible and he could easily
close the of his hody to the sensible
world, and open of his soul to the
intuition of an ultrasensitive world. Morning
and evening, and especially during H. Mass,
he would pray for his people. It is a
gpectacular sight to see him oxbend the
arms in the form of a cross to bless the
people. :

eyes
thcse

His mind and heart were above human
emotions, he was a politician who worked at
things human in the perspective of the Divinity.
His heart was always with God. That explaing
his attitude of profound piety, his prophetie
vision of material things, and his extraordinary
wisdom.

The Samaritan of the Century

Ag early as during the first world war,
Pacelli as Chief of Extra-ordinary Affairs in the
Office of the Secretary of State, has shown the
good Samaritan in him by helping the afflicted

letter appointing Cardinal Pacelli as

in sundry ways, as we have seen ahove. As
Nuncio at Munich he would visit the ecruel
concentration camps, and tears would be
flowing both from his own eyes and from those
of the wounded and sick of heart and hody.
He would console them as only an angel
could do. ‘

The experience gained in the first war

_ served the Pope well to organise help for the

vietims of the second. The Viear of Christ
belonged to no nationality, he was on the side
of the sufferer, and he went to the a._ssisﬁance
of those in distress, he wasthe good Samaritan,

The Pope saw the war coming and he left
no stone unturned to prevent it ~When at last
it came in spite of all his efforts, he did not sit
back, but transformed the Vatican, the fortress
of faith, into the General Headquarters of
Active Charity. The Palace of the Popes hecame
the post-office of the whole world. The dig-
tressed from both the belligerent parties flocked
to the Vatican to receive help. The Holy See
was transformed into an information bureau
at the service of all, collecting and transmitting
information about missing soldiers, displaced
persons, shipwrecked sailors efe. What an
ampunt of work had been done can be inferred
from the fact that daily as much as 1800 appli-
cations for information were being received .
Money and waggon loads of food and clothing
wore also sznt from the Vatican to all thoge
in need.

The Pope opened to the persecuted the doors
of churches and convents. The Jews, hunted
like dogs by Nazis and Fascists, were so hero-
ically protected by the gesture of the Pope.
Having heard that the Germans were agking
from the Roman Synagogue an exaggerated
amount of gold, threatening reprisals and depof‘
tation, the Pope ordered all the gold of St.
Poter's to be remitted into the hands of the
Chief Rabbi. ' |
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y change of events the very per-
: ja:x:x:efiijihé' ‘persecuted, even then Pius
orders that they also be received,
d, hidden and protected. The charity

et

S v ¢
Wherever there was famine or

any parb of the world, Pius XIT gave
thing he could. Tven our mother-
experienced the muniSeence of the
ring several famines and floods.

r Gt?*d, Rome has to thank the Pope for
verance from utter destruction from
Dbelligerents, And when bombs fell in
ts o,i the city, the Bishop of Rome was

t of the ruing io help,
d to cheer.

| ACrusader
n this eritical and chaotic age when the

to bless, to

fil &arb@mmb

f ':The Holy Father comforts his people affter the bombardment of Rome.
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St. Peter with unprecedented fury, this
cessor of the Prinece of the Apostles

harnessed all ‘the forees for good on his sidey
No man in history has faced so courageously

more lucid vision or a more courageous oppo- |
He has defied the
cunning of the godless dictatorship of materia- %

listic Russia, resisted the overpowering might

sition or wiser decisions.

over- |
This :
Valiant Crusador of 80, is still busy with his o

of the Nazi Germany, and successfully
powered the Facist bravado in Ttaly.

pen; this warrior is still figshting with his armour
on; this infallible leader is still steering the
bargue of St. Peter, directing and enlightening

the faithful on every harassing prol)iem con” o
fronting mankind.
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Pope Pius on the pedestal of Peter is the
beacon light that illumines this dark and
dwindling ecivilisation, torn assunder by doubt
greed and hatred. He is the erusader for
fairness, integrity, justice and charity for all,
He has given to the world with unabafed zeal
a compelling expression of truths that are
unchanging in a changing world.

A Friend of India

Pope Pius XII has a tender heart for India
and the Indian catholics. His relations with
the Nehru government is most cordial. = Nehru
considers tha Pope  with no ‘‘ Divisions” and
with only 108 acres of land as his own, as the
greatest moral force in the world. Pope Fius
has created the first Cardinal for India, and
many Archbishoprics and Bishopries. To India
he has sent a special encyeclical on Catholie
Action. For the St. Thomas and St. Xavier
Centenary, and for the National Marian Con-
gress, the Pope sent his delegates, and spoke on
the Radio on these two auspicious occasions,

A Brilliant Diplomat

Having worked in the Vatican foreign office
from his early years, and as papal Nuncio for

twelve years, and as Secrstary of State for nine:

years the Pacelli Pope has hecome a very good
diplomadt.
relations _with all the countries outside the
Communist eamp. 38 nations have actual diplo-
malic relations with the Vatican, the smallest
State in the world. This watchman from the
Vatican hills is the best listened to in the whole
world, Even thae Communists are forced to

respect him.
A Hard Worker

The most extraordinary thing about this
slender, so often ailing Pope is the ineredible
amount of work he has turned out during his
Pontificate. ~ Voluminous writings, weighty
encyclicals, lucid allocutions, and authoritative
pronouncements that are epoch making. A
noted orator, his speeches hold the key to the
solutions of the problems that vex humanity.
The Pope’s day starts very early in the morning

As such he kesps the best possible. Y#scoive the Holy Huoharist

and is continued till one or two o'clock after
It is said that the Pope’s only hobby

midnight.
is work,
Conclusion :

The present holy Father has earned many
more well deserved fitles.
Pope .
tion of the Dogma of Assumption and institution

of the feast of Mary Queen, mark the climax
of his devotion to the Mother of God. H"'a}_.is_v b
No man in this h‘ofi,_:;l‘
and cold war-trodden age of ours has worked .

the ' Angel of Peace .

so much for peace as the Pope from the Pa.:c,-eil-l-i
family, with the dove of peace on ifs coat oi'_p.i'ms;

The Pacelli Pope does not beliove in just any
sort of Peace, not at all in a revengeful or unfahj
peacs, in a peacs by blackmail as at Versailles,

but he believes in a peace that is the outcome .Qf
justice and charity. That is why he has
chosen as his motfo

which had been vexing the theologians for
many years, such asthe question of the essence
of the Priestly ordination ete,
settled by him. He has allowed the liturgy in
the mother tongue, has simplified the Rubries
of the breviary and liturgy, and relaxed the
Communion fast to enable many more to
: The evening
Mass and reformed Holy Week celebrations
are timely and beneficial innovationg:

Pius XII is above all '* Pastor Angelicus .
The good Shepherd watches over us and is
throbbing with love for us, and he works for
us. lLazy and indifferent flock that we are, we
graze at his feet head down, and from one bif
of grass to another

away. We abandon him, to taste a mint or a
branch of myrtle.

v

He is the “ Marian
The Jubilee year of Mary, the Difini-

“ Opus Justitiae ngx
He is " A Modern Pope”. Doubtful questions

have been

we peacefully go further '

Let us, at least from now on, pray for

our good Shepherd, that God may bless and

enlighten him and spare him to us for many
more years to come. Like good sheep let us hear
his  voice and
with him to create a new and better world-
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follow him and cooperate
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