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“I give you the end of a golden string
Only wind it into a ball, i
It will lead you in at Heaven's Ga‘te
Built in Jerusalem’s wall” (Southy
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RELIGIOUS PERFECTION’

ELISEUS 0. C. D.)

(Rev. Fr.

On the programme of a Religious Week, the
theme °‘ Religicus Perfection’ undoubtedly
ocecupies an important place. Religious perfec-
tion is indeed the primary aim of religious life.
A deeper knowledge of it is certainly benefieial
to our souls; for a well-defined aim means
greater power. energy and enthusiasm in its
pursuit. The end is the principle that deter-
mines our activity.

Moreover, the times in which we live are so
gvii that the Religious have fo become more
conscious of the need of personal sanctity in
order to fulfil more effieaciously their sublime
mission as vietims and mediators between the
guilty world and the just God who threatens to
punish it for its erimes. At such a time as this,
if we Religious are not up to the height of

perfection required of us by God, shall we_

stand the test of trials and persecutions which
may be in store for us in a not distant future?
Before God will separate the chaff from the
wheat we can more profitably do that work
within our souls. Rising above the conventional
standard of medioecrity, let us live our religious
life in such a manner that, on the day of God’s
harvesting not a single grain of chaff be found
amongst us. In Malabar itself we form an army
of about 7000 religious to fight the battle of
“God. Nof a single soldier should desert our
ranks when we shall be called out to fight our
enemies in the open field. A clear idea of the
goal of our life will equip us hetter by encoura-
ging us in our efforts to acquire religious per-
feetion. We shall, therefore, develop two main
points of our theme which is so vast that
volumes can be written about it, (1)

I-The ideal of Religious perfection,
II-The eXIgencles of Rellgmus perfectlon

* Paper read durmg the rehgmus week held in Thev ara, Ernakulam on 27-80 December 1955. i 5 :,,
Cfr. Acta et Documenta Congressus Generalis de Statibus Perfectionis, 4 Volumes, Romae 1950,

(1)
(2) Summa Theol. ITa 1l@, Q. 184, a, 1.
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a,specﬁs however. In tha abstrae.t the ldea‘ ~of
rehglous pe“fectlon sngmﬁes the concept; of ﬁhﬁt

to tend by his voeation and which he shcnl@
attain as far as it depends upon him In the
concrete it means the partial and progresalv
realisation of that ideal in the prachioaldas’r‘}téf
day life. In other words, the ideal of religious '
perfection in the abstract means its theoreﬁma}
consideration as regards its naturs, principles,
obligation ete. On the other hand, when we
consider it coneretely, our aim is to know how
it is lived, what ara the conditions of its con-
quest or simply, what are its exigencies. OF
this we shall treat in the second part. Now we
are concerned wibth the ideal of rehglous por: i
fection in the abstract. i

Since religious perfection is nothing else
than the spiritual perfection to be acquired im
the religious state of life we shall speak of

1. Spiritual perfection in general,

9. The religious state of perfection, ** =

3. Spiritual perfection in particular or the

divine union as the summit of the reli
sious ideal of perfection. i

1. Spiritual perfectmn in general

(4) Notion: * Hach is said to be perfecb
in so far as it attains its own end which is the
highest perfection of anything” (2) says St
Thomas Acquinas. We say that a plant is per-
fectly grown when it produces flowers and fruits
which its nature requires of it. Slnce the
ultimate end of man is God, his perfectmn con
sists in ahtmnmg God. Therefore absalut&l\y




; ipn ‘
eﬁhe parzeﬁ possessmn of
But here we speak

n is the same as sanctity. We call
in whoss lives th'era is nothmg

¥ h same fihough d1ﬂarent-. berms are
;;p ress it-  The popular notion varies
ag and persons. St. Francis de Sales

on of ehar{ty. He says: Essen-
tan& foremost Chustmn perfee-

1 fnelghbaur, instrumentally in “the
ordered to remove the obstacles to the
h ‘vi‘t.y i fi) Thls is also the summary

Jnhn voi:»‘bhe Cross spiriﬁual per-
.'.s_piritua.l transformation manifested

o will of G'rod (5). Below we shall he
re elaborately of the nature of this

S,b,wn state of life " (6). It is evident that
e obhga.tmns the first pla.oe is for

of one as a Christian. Without fulfilling them ox- .
actly no one ean hope to be spiritually perfect.
Then come the obligations of the different states
and walks of life. By reason of religious pro-*
fession the Religious are bound to observe their
vows, the rules and Constitutions of their Order ©
and the orders of their superiors. Besides,
there will be social, eivil and professional duties
to be performed according to the state or condi- %
tion of each one’s life. All these obligations are
to be fulfilled forthe love of God habitually,
constantly and faithfully even in every detail
of our life, as required by Him. This is to 8
accomplish the will of God and thus to conform =
oneself perfectly to that supreme norm of ¥
sanetity or spiritual perfection. Therefore fo =
be spiritually perfeet in the supernatural order,
your powers, passions and appetites must be
informed by perfect habits of virtues, and your ° ‘
life must beecome an habitual exercise of them in
a perfect degres, out of pure love for God and
for His greater honour and glory. In other °
words, vou have to know, love and serve God

perfectly. This isthe end of spiritual life here
on earth.

(B) Przmples of Spiritual Perfection : !
But this end being above the natural °
capacity of man, God in His infinite Merey
raises the soul to the superuatural order by
endowing i with what is called the superna-
tural organism which comprises the sanctifying
grace, the infused virtues and the Gifts of the
Holy Ghost. Haeh of these principles has its
own function to fulfil in the soul. :

far

Sanctifying grace is the vital and the funda-
mental principle of the supernatural life. It
is a supernatural quality infused by God into
the substance of the soul as a participation of
the divine nature and of the divine life in a real
and formal, but acecidental manner. You know
that the nature of a being is the root-eause or
the radica.l capacity of its oparatious Now the

ta Aposbohcae Sedis (AAs. ), 1920, p. 173.

(4) 1 o, art 3

(5) Ascent of Mount Carmel AM

: Terasa, G D., translated by E. Allison Peers, London, 1934 -

S g0
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divine nature, as we conceive if, ia that svhich
ronders God radically capable c_)f kr_xowing a.nd
loving Himseli as He is in reality. Being
purely and infinitely spiritual, in God there
can be only two operations ad intra. In faect,
faith teaches this truth when it reveals the
eharnai generation of the Divine Son  in the
bosom of the Father and the procession of the
Holy Spirit from the Father aud the Son. This
constitutes the mystery of the Holy Trinity,
which is the proper intimate life of God.

The soul is called $o partake in these divine
operations i. e, to know and love God as Ee i.s
in Himself. This the soul cannot do unless ifi
has also the divine radical capacity which ids
given by the sanechifying grace. Henee it
veal participation of the divine nature.

is a

But grace which is inherent in the sub-
gtance the soul renders it only remotely _
capable of attaining God by means of its oper-
ations. The soul is operative only through its
faculties. Hence these are also to be raised to
the supernatural order and even the very
operations are to be supernaturalised. Now the
faculiies of the soul are raised to the super-
natural level by means of the infused virfues
and Gifts of the H. Ghost which flow forth from
the sanctifying grace. It is not withous reason
that two series of supermatural principles,
namely, the virtues and the Gifts, are found in
the faculties. In the development of spiritual
life the soul has to be active in the exercise of
virtues and passive under the influence of God.
The infused virtues are the principles of acti-
vity, and the Gifts, the principles of passiviby.
The important part the Gifts of the H. Ghost
play in the perfection of the spirifual life is not
gufficiently known and stressed by spiritual
directors. It is the Gifts which enahle the soul
to operate in a superhuman manner—modo
suprabumano-in the state of perfection.

of

Besides, God gives the soul different forms
of actual grace—operating, co-operating ete.~so
that the very operations of its faculties may he
raised to the supernatural order not only from
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supernaiural motives or from the part of the

final cause, but also from the part of ther eﬁm
ent cause.

Thus you see that the soul of a christian
who isg just is well-equipped to reach the Sutﬁé‘
mit of spiritual perfection here on earth and 6
possess God for ever in the next world,  Hence

the guestion who all are called to splrltua.l
perfection ?

(C) Vocation to 8 piritual Perfectz‘on”
gseed put into the ground under favourahl
atmospheric conditions cannot but germmaté
and Erow aecording to its nature. Grace is
supernatural seed sown in the soul. It awakens
in it a movement towards sanetity, for it is by S
nature sanctifying and urging to sanectity of
life. For this purpose-alone God has granted
it to the soul Hence all those who have -ié—
ceived the sanctifying grace together with the
infused virtues and the Gifts of the Holy Ghost
are called by God to spiritual perfection, That
sanctity is the common vocation of all the
Christians is a truth not sufficiently undérstabd-!"
by the generality of them. The doatrine of the
Holy Scriptures, of the Tradition and of the
ordinary teaching of the Church is very eclear
on this point. The cbligation of an ordinary
christian to strive after perfection by doing
more than what is commanded is so striet that,
if he fails to do so, he may even endanger his
eternal salvation. Bul among the Christians
there are some who have received a speecial
vocation to spiritual perfection.

In this cate-
gory of sculs the ‘.\ellglous 0GCuU Py t‘.he ﬁrqt'
place,

2. The Religious State of Perfection.

The Church being the Mother of Saints has
always encouraged and promoted the lite of
perfection among her children. Her divine
mission is to sanctify souls. Therefore it is
also her duty to safegnard them from possiblé
dangers and aberrations. In the measura in
which the life of perfection bhecame prominent
in the Church and Societies were formed for
that purpose, the interventions of the Church,



of -fshe- Chureh. They are the

nstitutes, Societies of common life
s and the Secular Institutes. .

es-religious Orders and Congrega-
_prosent & wonderful variety and
o é,ame" time, as in a musical concert.
ffer, 16 is true, one from aﬂother

. end they pursue a.nd m the
spect of their life. This amazing
eds from the infivite perfections of
they imitate after the teaching and
of their respective founders In
eXuberant richness of the Gospel
s also kept shining in the Church.
ders, for example the Carmelite

f n, innumerable are the Religious
hich underline Christ’s preaching,
ary aplrlh and His charity towards
ind the sick. To know the blending
iades of differences which exist among
cms rellgious Ordexs and Congregdtxons

nders and of the aaint'l‘y members
ad. ' The doctrinal aspect of a reli-
lhuke has its repercussion on the
rgam‘saﬂun of its life aceording ag it
antly contemplative or apostelie,

atever ‘be the dlvermty of rehgmus
8, all of them have certain elemants: in
‘Their prlma.ry end is acquisition of
’otuby, 1:'e4 tiha ev&ngelma.l perfeetlon
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life is the fullest affirmation of the ohrlstmn
ideal of spiritual perfection.
for the Religious to attain this end is the ohser-
vance of the three evangelical

This engagement is definitive and stable. Not
only the public charaecter of the vows, but also

their stability is essential to the canonical state
of religious life.

Besides, the Church generally demands of

religious life also other elements which, though
not essential, are nevertheless obligatory. Such

are, for example, enclosure, common life regu-

lating food, clothing and furniture ete. They
are the additions of Christian tradition and are
considered by the faithful as external signs of
withdrawal from the world, internal solitude
and real charity and fraternity which are at
the hottom of the perfect religious life. Of the
various elements vows, stability and common
life are comprised in the definition of religious
life, given by the Canon Law, n. 487. It says
that by the religious state is meant “a stable
manner of ecommunity life in which the faith-
ful, besides observing the common precepts, bind
themselves to the obserance of the evangelical
counsels by the vows of ohsdience, chastity and
poverty.”

The vows and life in common ave import-

ant factors in the religious life. The Canon
Luw not only points out common life as a sure
means of acquiring perfection, but also imposes
is on Religious as a serious obligation, nay,
évon sanctions it under severe punishment
(C 2389).

The Religions Institutes are clearly distin-
guished from the Societies of common life, which
form the second canonical state of perfection
recognised by the Church. They imitate the
Religious in their fraternity and common life,
while giving the greatest possible freedom of
action in the field of apostolate. Their primary
end just as that of the Religious Institntes, is
the acquisition of evangelical perfection and

The proper meang

counsels of -
obedience, chastity and poverty to which each
religious binds himself by public vows, acknow- '_
ledged and received as such by the Church.




the exercise of perfect eharity. The means to
attain this end is the observance of the three
evangelical counsels to which each member
binds himgelf not by public vows, but by oath,
promise or even privafe vows.

The third State of Perfection under the
name of Secular Institutes was officially ap-
proved by the Church in 1947 by the Papal
Constitution ‘' Provida Mater”” (7). The chara-
cteristic of this new state of perfectiun “is that
15 does not oblige its members even to commu-
nity life. However, it is permitted to them
where it is necessary, They, too, take no
public vows ; but have the same fundamental
ideal as the Religious Institutes and the Socie-
ties of common life : tendency to perfection of
charity by the practice of the evangelical coun-
gels in a ecanonical state of life freely chosen.

Hence the three States of Perfection are
inspired by the same evangelieal ideal. All the
three require perfect charity and total conse-
eration of oneself to God (8). The proper and
efficacious means to attain the perfection of
charity is the observanes of the three evangeli-
cal counsels to which they explicitly oblige
themselves, but not with the same binding force.
The nature of this obligation, its extent and
various applications to practical life largely
differ according to the Constitutions of each
Ingtitute.

' Here one may ask: is it, then, necessary to
join any of these Institutes to become perfect ?
Not at all.
is highly conducive to perfect sanetity, even an
ordinary christian can become perfect without
it, as the lives of so many Saints clearly testify.
But for him also a necessary condition for the
perfection of charity in which sanctity consists,
is the practice of evangelical counsels at least
according to their spirit in so far as his condi-

tion in life will permit and the inspiration of
grace will demand.

But it must be pointed out that in the rell-

gmus state of llfe t.he vows continually add the

Although the institutional supports

merit of the virtue of religion to the practice of
the evangelical counsels, nay, to each and every
act performed by the religious (9). Hence we
can understand how great is the perfection
which can be and should be acquired by a

religious, called by God to the first and best éf H
the canonical state of perfection. We are now
going to speak about the nature of this sublime
perfection which each religious i§ obliged to
acquire personally in conformity with the
particular ideal and spirit of his Order or Ooﬁ? 3
gregation. : %

3. Spiritual perfection in particular
or the divine union

e
The religious life, we saw, is the pleni-‘m@e; g
of christian life. Hence vocation to religious
life is vocation to the fulness of christian per- :
fection.  All the religious are proximately ca.ll-'-f j
ed by God. to the summis of this perfeeuoﬂ
although not to the same degree. This always
remains and will remain the primary aim of
the religious life. Other values and achieve-
ments of the religious Institutes in the field of
christian culture and ecivilisation and even
apostolate are only the connatural outcome of
the practice of their religious ideal, namely,

perfect sanctity or perfect union with God.
What is this union ?

According to St John of the Crossitisa
degree of perfection just below the beatifie
vision, hidden from the soul only by a thin veil
of faith. On this degree of perfection the éoul (2
is so completely purified and embelhshed that
it will have no need of passing through purga-
tory (10). The spiritual union which will he
effected between a thoroughly purified soul and
God is the greatest and the highest state of per-
fection atitainable in this word (11). Though an
obscure habit, it is a total and permanent umon'
of the soul with God living in its centra,

Nevertheless, it ecannot be identified with
the natural wunion which is there alwayg
hetween God s.nd every creature m so far

(7) AAS. 1947 pp. 114-124.
{9) Acta et Documenta...Vol. T, p. 188,
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(8)” Ees Instituts Seculiers, Jean Beyer, q J Bruges, 1954, p. 149,
(10) Dark Night =DN. Book II, ch. 6, n. 6.

‘,&

(11) AM. 1u7;11
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‘He greserves its being (12) nor with the simple
Wnaﬁuml upion in the just soul by means
5 the sanctifying grace, although this is a
‘m.reeqms:te to the union of perfection. It is
neither a simple transitory act of union nora
'ﬁermnnent actualization of the faculties of the
‘goul in infused contemplation and love, which
\mmerved for the beatific vision. Also in this
life the habt; of union will certainly be follow-
‘ed hy acts of union in the faculties of the soul;
Kowever their frequency, intensity and senti-
'ment of perception will greatly differ even
among the perfect souls (13). :
The habit_of supernatural union, which is
he idenl of spiritual perfection, is a new manner
; of union to be etfected in a soul already endow-
Fa ‘ed with sanctifying grace. This comes to stand
‘when there is likeness of love between the soul
\a.na God. Hence St. John of the Cross calls it
lnnon-of Tikeness '’ (14). It is the property of
nlove to engender likeness between lovers, if it
“does not already exist. He calls it also union
‘of transformation, for, as he says, it ' comes to
<f'lasiﬂ when the two wills-namely that of the
“goul and that of God-are conformed together in
~one, and there is naught in the one that is
‘repngnant to the other. And thus, when the
' soul rids itself totally of that which is repugn-
~ ant to the Divine will and conforms not with if,
§ is transformed in God ‘through love ” (15).

This perfect conformity, required of the
‘soul for the divine union, is not only affective,
buﬁ also effective, i. . practised exteriorly in
the accomplishment of its duties. It is nof
suﬂiment that the soul is free from the volunta-
ry aot.s of imperfections; even their very habits
5 sﬁould be removed from it. :

. Even though the union of likeness does not
¥ smuclde with the simple union of sanctifying
gmce it is wrought in proportion to the in-
_crease of t.hls grace and love in the soul (I B).
-E‘he soul is * notally united and transformed in
~ God supernaturally, When grace and cha.rlty

,(12) AM. 11/5/3,  (13) Cir, Art.
j ]uamstma, p. 812, Romae 1943,
(18)

(14)
nistica, O, cit. p. 312.

“ Education qan;uanista » by P. Benjamin de la Trinite O.
AM. II/5/3.
Autobiography, ch. XIT,

o

have increased to such a degree that all ifg '

operations are perfectly conformed &o the will

of God and moved ab bottom by His Holy Spirit

in a superhuman manner.

This union of likeness or transformation,
whieh, according te the Mystieal Doctor, is the
highest state of spiritual perfection, presentsa
triple characteristic : the soul’s total conformity
to the divine will, habifual divine motion in a
superhuman manner, and perfect possession of
the sanectifying grace, virtues and the Gifts of
the Holy Ghost (17).

(a) Total conformity of the soul with the will
of God takes place above all and formally in its
will. The will, filled by charity and purified
by continual self-abnegation of all that is dis-
pleasing to God, surrenders itself to the divine
will in all things and with the whole strength,
not only affectively, but also effectively.

The Little Flower says: ' I do nobt wish
but what he wishes; I love only what He does”
(18). ‘' Perfection is doing His will " (19).

The intellect, being enligh-
is

There is more.
tened by the supernatural light of [aith,
attracted to the ceutre of the soul and con-
formed to God in every thought and judgement.
This illumination of the understanding is an

essential part of the union and [ollows the |
Finally the divine *

purification of the facnlties
union transforms the enlire man by extending
its dominating influence to the sensitive powers
a3 well nay, even down to the body itself,

In this state of union the only oceupation
of the soul is to love God with a practical love,
which unites and unifies the manifold activities,
intentions, sacrifices and sufferings of the soul.
Q. John of the Cross makes the soul say : * The
memory, understanding and will,

oubward senses, desires of the sensual part and

of the spiritual part: all these work in love and
for the sake of love, so that all that
with love and all that I suffer,

C: P in Sﬂ.—;l-
(15) Ibidem. (16) AM.1I/5/4. (17) Sanjua-
(19) Letters to Caline, 6th July, 1893,
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inward and

1do, I do
I suffer with the
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pleasure of love " (20,
concentrates all its forces on God alone.

“ The qtrendbb of the soul covsisis in its
faculties passions and desires, all of which are
governed by the will. Now when these facul-
ties, passions and desires are directed by the
will toward God, and turned away from all thab
is not God, then the strength of the soul is kept
for God, and thus the soul is able to love God
with all its strength " (21).

It is only in this state of union that a soul
perfectly accomplishes the first precept of God:
“MPhou shalt love the Tord thy God with all
thine heart. and with all thy soul and with all
thy might > (22). Here God becomes the centre
of the life of the soul, which by a centripetal
movement of love directs all its activities even
to the minutest details for His glory in perfech
conformity with His holy will. Now there 'is
no self-seeking in the soul, no effort to satisfy
its own inclinations, no self-centred activiby.
All its movements are orientated toward the
only objeet of its love, namely, God Who has
beecome thus the objestive principle inspiring
and directing all its actions in the order of the
final causality. The soul has acquired sueh
perfection that 8t. John of the Cross does not
hesitate to say : it ‘‘ becomes naught else than
an altar whereon God is' adored in  praise and
love and God alone is upon it (23)-

Hence the marvellous fecundity of the
apostolate of such a soul, whether it is contem-
plative or active. Hven in the active works it
knows how to unite -harmoniously Martha and
Maria. The life of such a perfect soul pro-
cures greater glory for God and is more pro-
fitable to the Church than the lives of hundreds
of others who are satisfied with a sluggish
medioerity.

It must be observed, however, that, since
perfection has no limit, there are, so to speak,
mﬁmt'.e degrees in the state ot divine umon

(20) Spiritual Caniicle (B), str. 98, n, 8. (
(24) Sum. Theol. TT/TI/148/3. (25) Matth. V/48.

Del Monte Carmelo and the Noche Oscura of
Washington, 1941, p. 160, (28) AM. I/5/7.
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In one word the soul

(21) AM. TI1/16/2.
(26) AM. TI/5/11.
St. John of the} Cross.by Rev. John J. McMahon, M. 8. 8.

“ There is no measure to be set in the end to
which we tend, but only in the means” (24).
Has not our Lord exhorted us: “Be perfecs, as
also your Heavenly Father is perfest” (2‘5)._, :
The degree of the union partly depends on the
purity of the soul, partly on the will of Goa
Who predestines each'soul to a certain degtee
and no more according to its capaecity.

£

...... although in this life here below we
find certain souls enjoying equal peace a.nd
tranquillity in the state of perfection, i
each one of them satisfied, yet some of !shem
may be‘many degrees higher than others. Allj ,“;
however., will be equally satisfied. beoanse \,ﬂ
the capacity of each one is satisfied. But Bﬂ&* i
soul that attaius not to such a msasure of
purity as is in conformity with its capacity ‘i
never atbtaing true peace and satisfaction, "’(96}” "Wi

Tt is again the divine predestination of the
souls that ultimately explains why certain souls ;
have lagting pereeption of the vivifying presence
of God and others only an obseure sentiment bf
divine action in them (27).

(b) The second characteristic of the state af
divine union ig the habitual motion of the soul
by the H. Ghost. God, the unique object of the
love of the soul hecomes also the moving ' prinei- : ’
ple of its whole activity, not only in the order
of the final causality, but also in that of eﬁaifent‘:(:
causality. The soul is so profoundly moved by _;
Him in all its powers that they begin te act in a.r
new manner—modo suprahumano. God glvqs tha b
soul a new understanding, a new dove, *“ a new

‘Lptlbude according to all its faculties” so that
‘its operation, which before was human, ha.s :

;]

become divine " (28)-

The human way of operation is by means
of deliberation and reasoning. It is a slow pro-
cess. In the state of divine union God takes
over the active initiative of the soul and moves
it to action, leaving it, ofcourse, perfect freadcm
to cooperat;e with Him God does this, because

(22) Deutern. VI/5. (23) AM. 1/5/1.
(27) The Divine Union in the Subida -




posseases the fa.cul!nes and has
) entire master of them, through
insformation into Himself, it is He
Who moves and commands them

% * ok

‘superhuman  operations become

e, this is done not with much effort
‘reasoning, but *‘ with sweetness
ved less by the activity of the soul
b'y God " (32). Such are the souls
86, Paul calls children of God. *‘ Whoso-
led by the Spirit of God, they are the
f God (83). God has perfectly established
ngdom in them. :

-

perfection the motion of the H._Ghost
lways equally perceptible: It varies
'h"% punty and the particular calling of

templatlon and fruitive union unlike
fltual Mother, the great St. Teresa of

i/

Che third characteristic of the
that here the soul possesses in per-
anctifying grace, virtues and the Gifts
« Ghost. These are the very prineciples
upernatural life. It is the prerogative
of divine union that here the virtues
cn___beqome,heroie. ag they are exercised
mpuise of the Holy Spirit; st John of

(30) Tb. 1. 16 (31) ib. 9.
iritual Cantwle (B), sh 24/3. (35)

dwme

(32)
. AM. II/29/6.
by Fr. Gabllel of St. M&ry Magd O. C. D., London, 1940, p-91.:

w

he i this state the virtues
are perfected i in the soul and put into practice
as works which are perfect and heroic " (34).

Charity being the root of merit, exercises
the greatest influence on the growth of super-
natural organism in the soul. The more you
love God and conform yourself to His holy Will,
the more grace and gifts are infused into your
soul (35), and all other virtues, too, grow pro-
portionately-

Summing up what we have seen regarding
the nature of divine union, which is the highest
possible religious perfection we can afttain in
this world and which is nothing else than the
christian ideal of perfection in all its fulness we
may say that this union implies 1) perfect con-
formity of the soul Wwith the will of God in
whatever manner this will is made known to it,
) superhuman manner of soul’s entire activity,
because of the motion of the Holy Ghost, of
which the intensity, extent and experience
largely differs from soul to soul, according to
its purity and divine voecation, and 3) full de-
velopment or perfection of the habhits of sanecti-
fying graca virfues and the Gifis of the Holy
Ghost in the soul.

Divine union, as expounded here, is the
fulness of the ideal of spiritual perfection, to
which we are invited by our dear Lord. But
to be clear, it'must be pointed out that the term
of our immediate pursuit should be the acquisi-
tion of the full and perfect conformity of our
will with the will of God. This is the minimum
required fo be perfect, and is the best prepar-
ation and disposition for higher degrees of
union. - When the soul, by its generous co-
operation with the grace  of God. has attained
this first degree and state of union, He usually
but not necessarily, allows it to go higher still,
the time and manner being left to Himself (36),

(Ta be continued)

AM. II/12/8. (33) Rom. VIII/14.
(36) St. John of the Cross, Doctor of divine
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