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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

All achievements in history have been attained either by true individual
_initiative or by collective initiative. Most of the famous historic events
were created under a feudal system. Masses of human beings made their
contributions; and the driving force behind such achievements was -very often
blunt or sheer coercion. On the other hand, there was the individual initiative
which often by personal labour and efficiency, by fair and unfair methods,
achieved great things. In modern times names and methods have changed. But
there are still these two trends of action in the world. Neither of them is ideal

and both work only under human pressure whether individual or collective.
Besids these two bases of human enterprises there is a third one which has its

origin in religion; and it is doubtlessly correct when I say “in Christian reli-
gion”. I do not mean that all Christians have practised it or are practising it.
Fortunately many non-Christians today have made this their principle of
action. Our Christian institutions in these parts of our land are examples of
such actions. What had those men in mind when they started an institution
like this college, more than a hundred years ago, at a time when there was no Gov-
- ernment grant assured, and only very few people were educationally minded ?
As far-sighted men, they must have known that they were laying upon theiy
sheulders a heavy burden. And they have borne this burden happily through a
periQ,d of over a hundred years. Their individual labour did not bear any
dividend ; and their collective sacrifice was not corrupted by national or inter-
national motives. Their motto of life was serviee. This example will shine and
call us for real service. ~Service can only be real when it is selfless; otherwise it
is no service at all.

Rt Rev. RICHARD LIPP
Bishop in North Kerala
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THE AUTOMOBILE CIVILISATION

The motor car has become an indi-
spensable part of twentieth century civili-
sation. The possession of a car has come
to mean a sure sign of success in life, The
Greek concept of *‘ the good life” has now
been replaced by the ever-changing concept
of *“ the good car.’” These days news is
plentiful of cars setting up records in speed
at world automobile meets; we read of cars
making trans-continental and inter-contin-
ental runs; and photographs appear of
ministersand menin public life ‘launching’
some new model of some famous auto-
mobile firm.

A motor car has become an end in
itself to most people. Only the other day,
a doctor who advertised himself as a young
man “handsome and with considerable
practice” offered to marry any girl whose
father could present him with the latest in
motor cars. Many young women would
set every other consideration aside and
make life's choice purely on the merits of
an automobile, The 2oth century is not
the century of Bernard Shaw or Thomas
Mann; it is the century of the convertible
coupe.

The largest number of motor carsis
to be found in the United States. There
even the ordinary worker is reported to
have his own car. This must be partly
because automobiles can be bought on the
hire-purchase system or the instalment
basis. And because most people in the
United States have their own cars, it is
difficult to find parking space in the cities,
Itis difficult to go to the theatre because
the cars have to be parked about a furlong
away and the car- owner will then have to
walk to the theatre. To overcome this
difficulty, built-in theatres are provided
in the States, In a\built-in theatre, one
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can drive straight in with the car, and

watch the film-show without having to
leave the steering wheel or one’s seat
inside the car. The built-in theatres must

be on a generous scale, you can imagine' :

These built-in theatres are quite a regular
feature of American cities, Store-keepers
find that their customers are forced to
park their cars furlongs away and come to
the store on foot. To get over this,
American stores now provide parking space
on their terraces. There isa drive conne-
cting the road and the terrace. This means
that terraced buildings will soon become
the craze in the United States. The
changes that ‘“ automobile civilisation’ are
likely to bringinto American architecture
have been discussed in a recent BBC
broadcast. (Text published in THE LIST-
ENER August 9, 1955)

Of course there is no likelihood-call it
danger, if you like-of such an increase
in the number of carsin India. Buteven
now there are too many private cars-on
Indian roads than are good for them or for
us. My experience with motor cars have
been far from happy. Perhapsthat is why
I think thereis a ““car craze" in India.
The first time I got angry with an auto-
mobile was as a .school-boy. It was
the monsoon. The roads were full of
puddles. I was walking to school with
satchel in hand, unwillingly like a snail.
And then past me without notice, in a
split second, flashed a cursed motor car.
It splashed mud and slime on all my
clothes and on all my books, A crowd
collected round me and began booing me,
I have never got rid of my aversion to
cars or crowds.

The second time that I got angry with

an automobile was when a jeep threw me
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ont. I wassitting to the right of the
driver — jeeps have “‘left hand drive : cau-
tion"” you know —and this jeep was taking
asharp turn to the left down a steep slope,
As it took its left turn it threw me out on
the road and sped on, leaving me literally
in the lurch. The third time was when I
had my longest runina car. It was an
old type Ford and had been commandeered
for election duty by my uncle who wasa
candidate in our constituency, About a
score of volunteers, or election workers as
they were called, had packed themselves
in like canned sardines. We took pleasure
in cress-country runs; we hung to various
parts of the good old Ford and the village
children added their weight For weeks
the car kept itself going by a singular
effort of will-and then its heart of oak gave
way. There were a few spluttering noises
from under the bonnet, and then-suddenly
all motion ceased. Nothing would make
the Ford budge and the driver and I-all
the volunteers had disappeared by then -
had to push the old bird home,

It was then that I said: Let us raice
the banner against this automobile civilis-
ation. ButI must not be misunderstood.
I have nothing against buses, lorries,
tractors, road-rollers, station waggons, bull-
dozers etc, Yon may call me irrational

and inconsistent; but my opposition to
automobile movement is mainly on the
private approprination of it. Buses do
splash mud and slime on unwitting school
boys; buses do run into old women; some-
times they run into bullock-carts, some-
times into other buses, sometimes even
into onrushing railway trains. But the bus
does not ask you to look upon it as an end
in itself; it is at best a means to get to the
railway station, or to the theatre or to the
library and college; its use is eommunal
and truly for society. But the private car
is quite different; it makes you think of
yourself as a priviliged individual as
against society; when your neighbour buys
the same model of motor car as yourself,
yvou hasten to dispose of your car, and buy
another in the latest and singular style
1f your neighbour has a radio fitted to his
car, you try to put upa more impressive
aerial than he; if his car has an engine in
the front, you try to get one with an engine
at the back, and thus in wvicious circle it
goes on-this struggle for appearances, Let
us have more buses, more lorries and of
course, more tractors and bull-dozers-but
let us have a curb on this ** automobile
civilisation " in which the private car-
owner rules the roost.

V. M. VENUGOPAIL AN
Class II :




THE RULE OF THE PERUMALS

Any history of the Perumals must
attempt to trace the causes for the
failure of Republican Government in
Chera land and for the coming to power
of the Perumals ; it must sketch the con-
flict between the Aryan ideas and the
matrilineal society in the early years of
Perumal rule ; it must take note of the
great contributions made by Buddhism in
the spread of education and culture; it
must seek-to explain the functioning of the
tharas and the numerous merchant and
craft guilds-institutions of self-govern-
ment ; above all this, it must sketch the
great contributions made by Kerala in the
realms of philosophy, mathematics and
Ayurveda. Vhis essay is not an attempt
to deal with these aspects of Chera history;
it intends only to submit a more accept-
able and a sounder chronological frame-
work than at present prevails,

The beginnings of Chera history are
undoubtedly dim and hazy because they
recede into the distant past of the 1oth
century before Christ. From a study of
the Old Testament, it can be deduced that
the Israelites had established maritime
relations with the west coast of South
India even as early as the time of David
and Solomon. In the first Book of Kings,
in Chapter 10, it says: ““And the navy also
of Hiram, that brought gold from Ophir,
brought in from Ophir plenty of almug
trees and precious stones .. For the king
had atsea a navy of Tharshish with the
navy of Hiram ; once in three years came
the navy of Tharshish, bringing gold and
silver, ivory and apes and peacocks.”
Hiram was a Phoenician king who used
certain ports of Solomon’s kingdom to keep
his ships. But Ophir and Tharshish are

obviously ports and it is noteworthy that

the products from these ports are typically
Indian — almug which is a mistaken form
for algum which is sandalwood, ivory, pea-
cock and apes. It has for long been the
practice of historians to consider both Ophir .
and Tharshish as Indian ports. Professor
K. A, Nilakanta Sastri says that “Ophir
may well be in the Abhira country and its
twin Tharshish may also be sought there,”
but modern historical research basing itself
upon the use of the word Sophir in the
Septuagint, the Greek translation of the
Old Testament. has identified Sophir with
Safar, the famous Arab port, The Hebrew
name for products imported from Thar-
shish have a distinct Dravidian ring about
them. and because the navy from Thar-
shish took three years for its voyage, this
port is to be sought for on the west coast,
in Kerala, It must be some ancient city
that perhaps lies buried waiting for the
assiduous spade of the archaeologist to dig
it up out of its forgotten existence,

In the fourth century before Christ,
the first definite mention is made of the
Cheras by Katyayana, the grammarian who
supplemented Panini. The Cheras are
well. known to Kautilya and in the Asokan
edicts, Keralaputra is distinctly stated to
be outside the Mauryan empire along with
the Cholas and the Pandyas but relations
between Asoka and the Cheras were
friendly. The history of the Cheras in the
centuries before Christ has to be based on
these brief notices of Katyayana, Kautilya
and Asoka, but happily, the first century
of the Christian era offers some material.
The first of these sources is Pliny’s Natural
History which has been assigned to50 A, D ;
Periplus of the Erythrean Sea has been
placed round about 40 A, D, and the third
of these sources is Ptolemy’s Geography,
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generally considered to be compiled about
150 A. D, From these sources, it can be
found that the discovery of the monsoon
winds by Hippalusin 45 A B, revolution-
ised mariime routes  and commercial
channels. And because with the conquest
of Egypt by Caesar Augustus in 20 B.C,
the Red Sea had become a Roman sea, the
trade with the Cheras became a Roman
monopoly. According to Pliny, the voyage

from Egypt to the Chera coast took two

mcnths and ten days. From the writings
of Ptolemy it is possible to form an idea of
the extent of the Chera kingdom of those
days, and also of the important ports and
towns of the kingdom. ¢ftolemy calls the
Chera rulers ‘Kerabothros’ which is a Greek
variant of ‘Keralaputras’. Kerabothros
controlled the coast from Navoor (a port at
the northernmost tip of Kasargode taluq)
to Baikkare which - has been identified as
Purakkad on the Ambalapuzha river. In
addition to the coast, Kerabothros ruled
over Nilagiri, Coimbatore, and Salem dis-
tricts, over Palni taluk in Madura district,
over some talugs of Tiruchirapalli district
and some parts of Coorg. Muziris— which
is the Roman name for Muyirikkode or
Kodungalloor - was the most important of
the Chera ports. The Romans even built
a temple in memory of Caesar Augustas in
Muziris and many Roman traders settled
down in this port which was the centre of
the pepper trade, Another clear evidence
of Roman centact with the Chera Kingdom
is the large vumber of Roman coins
that have been unearthed at Pollachi,
Vellaloor, and Kottayam in - North Mala-
bar. These coins belong to the reigns of
Caesar Augustus and of Galba, a period
from-29 B, G, to 69 (As D The. pre-
sence of a large number of Roman coins
particularly of these two emperors, has led
historians to postulate the large-scale im-
migration of Romans or Jews prior to
7o A. D, and the coming of Christianity to
Kerala with Apostle St. Thomas.

Perhaps the most formidable denunci-
ation of the theory that St. Thomas visited

P e

Kerala has come from Mr, M. C, Joseph in
an article published in the Mathrubhumi
Weekly of September 4, 1955. In his view
the claim that St. Thomas visisted Kerala
is based on various legends collected to-
gether in the foreign literary source of
evidence known as ‘““Acts of Mar Thoma”
and according to him, these legends are
anything but trustworthy. But certain
Syrian documents of 363 A. D., which have
been discussed by Father Houston in his
article on the ‘History of the Christian
Church in the East’ clearly indicate that
the visit of Apostle St. Thomas to Kerala
cannot be dismissed as a figment of the
imagination,

Apostle St. Thomas visited Kerala in
52 A. D, and having won many followers
for Christianity, built seven churches in
seven placeson the coast. He then pro-
ceeded inland for further missionary work,
but was martyred. His mortal remains
were transferred from the place of his
martyrdom — wherever that was—to Mala-
yattoor in the 3rd century, and a monast-
ery was set up near there at about the
same time. In A. D , 68, the Romans besieg-
ed Jerusalem, which drove many Jews and
Christians into exile. One set of Jews and
Christians came to Kerala because there
wasalready a Christian community here
and also because they had heard of the
religious toleration in the Chera king
dom. According to legends collected by
Kunhikuttan Thampuran in bis ““Keralam"
the first Jews and Christiap communities
to immigrate did soin the time of the 14th
Perumal. It may therefore be justifiable
to place the 14th Perumal between 50 and
7o A, D,, A critical evaluation of the tradi-
tions supplied by Mushikavamsakavyam
and Keralolpathi has helped to fix Ugras.
wan as the 7th Perumal and his dateg to 6o to
40 B C., Working backwards and with the
aid of a critical evaluation of the numerous
legends and local traditions, it is possible
to fix about 170 B. C. as the year of found-
ing of Permual rule. There i1s a very
persistent tradition that Perumal rule was
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establisehd only when the republican gov-
ernment of the self-governing communities
had broken down and failed to estabiish
order and security in the country. This
tradition like most traditions is ageless and
cannot be assigned to any definite date;
but it is of considerable value in permitt-
ing the acceptance of the hypothesis that
the Perumals were not the rulers of the
Chera land from the most ancient times,
but that there was a period of republican
rulein this country upon the failure of
which Perumal rule or monarchical rule
was instituted.

The Sangam period has been fixed
between 100 and 250 A D, mainly on the
strength of internal evidence supplied by
Silappadikaram. The author of this most
attractive of epics, Ilangovadigal was the
younger brot ier of Senguttavan Chera, one
of the most valiant of Chera rulers. Itis
said that Senguttavan invited all his
neighbouring rulers to Thiruvanjikkulam
on the occasion of dedicating a temple to
Karnaki of the famous Kovalan-Karnaki
epic, and -among those present was
Gajabahu, ruler of the island kingdom of
Ceylon.
fixed to about 170 and 195 and thisis
taken as the period when Senguttavan
flourished. On this basis, the Sangam Age
is taken ‘“to have extended from say A. D,
100 to 250.”" But there are serious diffi-
culties in accepting this chronological
system. On page 112 of his ‘““A History
of South India,” Professor K. A. Nilakanta
Sastri admits that Silappadikaram in its
present form cannot be placed earlier
than the 5th century. If Ilangovadigal
cannot be placed in a period prior to
‘the 5th century, then it follows that
Senguttauan Chera, his elder brother, also
cannot be placed in any pre- 5th cen-
tury date, It is now necessary to declare
that the Sangam Age cannot be fixed to the
second and third centuries of the Christian
era, especially because Mahavamsa, the

Ceylon chronicle, mentions two Gajabahus,

The date of Gajabahu has been’

and what is more, the Mahavamsa is pro-
verbially wrong about' dates. In the
second decade of the Pathittipathu (Ten
Tens,) mention is made of a naval fight in
which Neduncheral Adan defeated a
Yavana fleet and took several prisoners.
Research has now established that this -
Yavana fleet was despatched by the Persian
Emperior Khusrau Naushirvan to aid the
ruler of Ceylon, Kashyapa I, in his fight
against the (hera ruler. The date of.
Kashyapa is from 526 to 552. This helps
to fix the date of Neduncheral Adan to
526 to 550 and of his father to 500 fo 520.
And because the first decad of the Ten
Tens begins by singing the praises of
Udayan Cheral, the father of Neduncheral
Adan, it may be taken that the Sangam
Age began with 500 A. D, The last decad
of the Ten Tens, if available, would have
taken the story down to 700 and that date
may for the present be regarded as the
finishing point of the Sangam Age. The
appropriateness of that date lies in the
fact that the famous Saiva saint Manikka-
vasagar came to Kerala in 701 A, D,
which may indicate a period of Saivite
dominance from 700 to 800, In this cen-
tury must have lived Cheraman Perumal
Nayanar and his bosom friend Sundara-
moorthi Nayanar.

The period from 800 to 1018 of Peru-
mal rule is well illumined by inscriptional
evidence. Even here there are not a
few controversies but they are only such as
promise to bring forth an authoritative
history of the final and perhaps the most
interesting phase of Chera rule, Itis now
generally agreed that Sri Sankara was
born in 788 and passed away in 376, An
articlein the Journal of the Royal Asiatic
Society of 1912 may be referred to in this
connection. With the aid of the Tharisa-
ppalli, Paliyam and Jewish charters, the
dates of the last of the Perumals have been
fixed, more or less conclusively: Sthanu
Ravi varma (844-885) Rama Varma (885-
917) Goda Ravi Varma (919-947) Indu
Goda Varma (947 -978) Bhaskara Ravi
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Varma (978 - 1018), Therise of Chola power
in the last half of the roth and the first
half of the 11th century wasa momentous
development in the history of South India.
In 925, Parantaka Chola destroyed the
Pandya capital of Madura and annexed
the Pandya territories including Nanjinad.
In 989, Rajaraja Chola undertook an in-
vasion of the Chera territories.. He won
Some initial victories but he could not enter
the Chera kingdom proper. It may be
supposed that the Cheras fought wvaliantly
especially when it is remembered that the
Cholas had become a great military puwer
even in the time of Rajaraja. But in 1000
A, D., the Cholas won the decisive battles
of Kandalloor and Vizhinjam. Trivandrum
was captured and the Cholas made exten-
sive preparations for a combined navaland
land assault on Mahodayapuram, the cap-
ital of the Perumal, In 1018, according to
the Chola inscriptions, the Chera crown
was seized by Rajendra Chola. The rule of
the Perumals thus came toan end in the
first quarterof the 11th century, From

the famous Jewish charter preserved in the
synagogue at Mattancherry, itis possible
to fix the name of the last of the Perumals.
This charter invests Joseph Rabban, a
Jewish leader, with certain special privi-
leges and rights - evidently in return for
his loyalty to the Perumal during the criti-
cal period of the Chola-Chera wars. It
stands issued in the name of Bhaskara Ravi
Varman, and is dated the 38th year of his
reign. From internal evidence, the Jewish
charter has been assigned to the year
999 A. D, and basing upon this date, the
reign of Bhaskara Ravi Varman may be
fixed between ¢6r and 1018 With the
decline and fall of Perumal rule, the politi-
cal unjty of Kerala was lost, and in place
of one central administration there came
into existence nearly two dozen feudatory
principalities ; in society too a new era
opened — the era of Namboodiri dominance;
in literature the post — Perumal era is asso-

~ciated with the great period of Manipra-

valam poetry.
M. P. SripHARAN, B. A. (Hons)

Condensation of a lecture delivered on 14 —3—56 under the auspices

“the University Extension Board, Kozhikode - Feroke.




INDIA’S GREAT EXPERIMENT IN DEMOCRACY

PAST ACHIEVEMENTS AND FUTURE PROSPECTS
BY

SIR GEORGE SCHUSTER,

I am glad to have this chance to write
for the occasion of India’s Republic Day.
I am glad for two reasons-first, the
parsonal one that my life has given me
cause to feel a warm affection for India
and Indians; secondly, because [ believe
that there is no single issue which matters
more in world affairs today than that India
should succeed in her social and economic
poiicies, so that the great [ndian sub-conti-
nent may be an area of progress, freedom.
and stability,

This is a critical time for the whole
human race -and certainly for India.
India is engaged in a great experiment.
Mrs. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit said recently
in a public speech: “The experiment in
India m1iy well be the crucial test for the
application of democratic methods in a
backward country pressing for swift
change ..It may not be too much to claim
that if the Indian experiment succeeds it
can give a new content and appeal to the
concept of democracy”.

Certainly that is not too much to
claim, And Mrs. Pandit’s words lead to
another thought. Let us not forget what
it would mean for the world if the Indian
experiment were to fail.

So, on this anniversary, the whole
world has an interest in the question of
how India has fared during the past year.
And for us in the United Kingdom it is
natural to ask another question. What has
been the course of India’s relations with
Britain and the Commonwealth?

COMMONWEALTH LINK

We are proud to think of India as a
member of the Commonwealth of Nations
to which we belong, and we believe that
by the right kind of co-operation, in many
fields, the Commonwealth countries can
help each other and the whole human race.
Believing this, we welcome tne words
spoken by Mr. Nehru in the Indian Parlia-
ment on December 5: “It is desirable for
us — more especially in the present day,
when big questions arise — to have this
Commonwealth link and association, and
thereby help the larger cause of peace and
the solution of world problems.””

Looking back over the past year,
there have been many examples of our
close association. Mr. Nehru attended the
Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ Conference
held in London in February, and it has
been announced that he is going to the
next conference in June 1936,

What a difference his presence-and
that of the Prime Ministers of Pakistan
and Ceylon — makes to the whole natuare of
these conferences! The mere fact that on
many issues they bring an entirely different
outlook adds to their significance. As
Mrs, Pandit said in the speech already
quoted : “Until the emergence of India,
Pakistan, and Ceylon as independent
nations, the British Commonwealth was an
exclusive club for like-minded mnationg
belonging to the same race. But today it
is not only multi-national but multi-racial.”
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Mr. Nehru's attendance at conferences
in England has been balanced during the
past year by visits of British statesmen to
India. Sir Anthony Eden spent some time
in India in March on his way back from
the South-East Asian Conference in Bang-
kok; and Lord Home, the Secretary of
State for Commonwealth Relations, estab-
lished wmwany personal contacts in India
during his Commonwealth tour in October.

ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION

Then, too, co-operation in the econo-
mic field has developed in various ways too
numerous to record in a short article,
Among notable examples there may be
mentioned : first, the agreement signed in
New Delhi on November 17 between the
Government of India and Associated Elec-
trical Industries for the establishment,
under the technical guidance of a British
company, of factories to manufacture heavy
electrical equipment at a capital cost of
about £ 20,000.000; secondly, the steel
mission provided by the United Kingdom
Government under the Colombo Plan,
which went in April on the invitation of
the Indian Government to advise on the
establishment of a new Indian steelworks;
and thirdly, the agreement just concluded
between the United Kingdom Atomic
Energy Authority and the Indian Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy for close co-opera-
tion and mutualassistance in the develop-
ment of peaceful uses of atomic energy.

Turning to the main questionof India's
progress during the past year, it is natural
to look chiefly at the economic field, It is
not the spirit of the Indian people to
interpret human progress solely in terms of
material standards, nor must we forget the
many occasions on which the detached
position of India has enabled Indian
representatives to play an invaluable part
as intermediaries in the field of interna-
tional policies. :

Yet it remains clear that there can be
no sure foundation for India's political

strength or social progress without great
improvements in material production -
improvements sufficient to lift the living
standards af the Indian masses well above
present level,

SECOND FIVE YEAR PLAN

In the economic -field, the notable
feature of 1955 is that it has been possible
to look to the end of India's First Five
Year Plan and to formulate a Second Plan
for 1956 - 61,

This is not the place to attempt a
detailed appreciation. Of course, progress
in the first five years has not worked out
exactly as planned; but to the outside
ob-erver, appreciating all India’s immense
transitional problems since her start as an
independent State eight years ago, what
stands out as remarkable is the extent to
which the first Plan has succeeded rather
than the margin by which it has fallen
short of its full goal. (It is to be noted that
in a recent policy statement, the Indian
Finance Minister said that 83 per cent of
all the targets of the first Plan had been
achieved.) )

What matters now for the future is
the second plan, Speculation has it that it
is on a great scale, and its publication will
be awaited with great interest in the Unite.d
Kingdom as well as in India. There 1is
considerable thought in financial circles
both in Britain and the U, S. A. as to the
extent to which the Plan will attract
foreign investment capital.

This leads me to my concluding reflect-
jons, I write as one who has faith in
India’s success, and who (as already stated)
believes that India’s success matters trem-
endously to the rest of the world. 1 want
to consider some of the things which this
means. It requires little imagination to
appreciate what a disastrous difference it
would make to human prospects if any de-
mocracy were to become the victim of
revolutionary influences.



SCOPE FOR CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE

But I want to point, rather, to certain
ways in which India can make a construc-
tive contribution by showing how to find
solutions for some of the special problems
which hang over the world to-day. India’s
need for foreign capital to implement her
economic plans points to one of those.

The world today is divided  into
‘“deficit” and ‘‘surplus’’ countries —coun-
tries whose production is below what is
needed to support decent .standards of
living for all their people, and countries
which have far more than enough, If there
is to be a safe prospect of peace and
progress in the world, the surplus countries
maust help the deficit countries, at least in
the early stages of their struggle for im-
provement.

And one of the great problems today
is how “surplus countries” can give help to
““deficit countries” in ways which involve
neither demoralization of the receivers nor
undue interference by the givers. To find
such ways requires certain qualities on
both sides — generosity and vision on the
side of the givers; energy, efficiency, and
integrity on the side of the receivers. India
has such qualities, and can be a helpful
example to the world.

There is a second need of a more
general kind in the economic field - the
need for a spirit of international co-
“operation and a power of sympathetic
understanding of other people. As to this,
we may look at the Colombo Plan, and the
co-operation between the Commonwealth
countries which support it, as demonstra-
ting in some measure, at least, the working

_ of such a spirit in practice.

And here, too, India can make a con-
tributiou of special value, because India is
not only a receiver but also a giver of help
under the Plan. In devising ways for
helping other countries in Asia, India has

already shown that she can play an'impor-
tant part.

PRESERVING LIBERTY

There is a third important problem"
Mrs. Pandit, in the speech already quoted,
referred to a ““backward economy pressing
for swift change’. Countries like India
must press for swift changeif they are to
keep pace with the awakening demands of
their people.

Change of sufficient swiftness cannot
be accomplished without a planned co-
ordination of national ‘activities. The
crucial problem is how to make such
central planning effective while preserving
democratic methods and liberties. That is
a problem of interest to all free countries
today, and Mrs, Pandit rightly said that if
India could show the way to a solution it
would be an example of great value.

Finally, there is the overriding problem
of the world today - how to make the
human race a community of nations which
preserve their freedom and national charac-
teristics, but between which the idea of
war is unthinkable. The greatest value of
the Commonwealth is that it is a pattern
of such a community, and the inclusion of
India among the Commonwealth nations
gives the pattern a special significance.

Mr. Nehru, in a speech reported

_ recently, stressed that India continued toO

have a strong individuality, soul, mind,
and intellect,and that to consider that such
a nation would tie itself up with any Power
bloc appeared to him to be a complete
misunderstanding of what India was, is,
and will be.

One can accept these words with full
agreement and sympathy and yet have
faith that India’s power torealize her finest
qualities, and to make her full contribution
to the advance of human civilization, will
be strengthened by the existence of the
Commonwealth and by her own free
association with it,
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ADVERTISEMENTS FOR A CHANGE
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For a New Year’s gift, I asked dad to
buy me a bottle of Sheenoil. I was prepared
for his outburst: “You had better clean
shave your head if plain coconut oil won’t
do for you!” What I was not prepared to
do was to leave it at that My album of
advertisement cuttings of Sheenoil I placed
before dad ; T showed him how cricketeers
from Miller to Mankad were asking man.
kind to use Sheenoil; there was Premnath
saying the same thing, and Ashok Kumar
too; if dad were not going to follow their
example, at least how could he reject the
advice of our own Tensing, congueror of
Everest ? Anyone who counted for any-
thing was ordering Sheenoil; but dad
instead of being sensible and accepting
good advice freely given in gentle doses
along with his morning newspaper, began
calling me a fool for “swallowing adver-
tisements.”

Dad does not ‘“swallow advertise-
ments.” To be sure, that charge cannot
be laid at his door. He still calls in a
barber for a shave although everyday the
papers carry news of Hariram's spectacular
success. Hariram was an ordinary clerk
in a commercial firm till the other day
when someone told him about Block
blades. Within a week of using these
blades and settling his accounts with his
barber, Hariram got a promotion to
become the Branch Manager. And what
of Porter Makki? Makki is the most
popular porter on the Buntul railway
platform. And why if you please? Because
he never goes to a barber but uses Block
blades. I have nothing against dad’s
barber or his trade union for that matter,
but why in the world should dad slave the
rest of his days asa wayside station. master
when with a packet of Block blades, he
could be the District Traffic Superintend-
ent with headquarters at Doddyal ?

Dad’s attitude to Bottlix is equally
irrational. Almost everyday news comes
through of the beneficent effects of a cup
of Bottlix every night for thirty nights.
For those of my age particularly. Lately
I have shown an inability to score goals in
football matches, The Physical Director has
more than once pointed this out and even
warned me that I might lose my place in
the College XI at this rate. [ know what
the matter is with me. It is ‘night starva-
tion.” Itisan epidemic, It makes young
people who till the other day were full of
life and promise, listless, tired and done for.
It makes them use up energy quicker than
they can replace it. Go to any doctor, even
to your own family physician, and he will
tell you the same thing. Night starvation
is the same kind of thing all the world
over. Thirty nights of Bottlix would
suffice to alter all this; after a course of
thirty cups of Bottlix staggered over thirty
nights, it might be difficult to stop me
from forming the hat trick habit after all.
But suppose you tell this to dad, his im-
mediate reaction would be to ask me to
stop playing football, Little does he know
that Bottlix is good not merely for scoring
football goals; Bottlix helps to hit centu-
ries, win debates and even land scholar-
ships. Any casual reader of the records of
Bottlix would know for certain that it is
as indispensable to students as Burmah
Shell to India’s life and part of it. What
about dad ? He just won't listen to reason.
He refuses to take to Bottlix not because
it is foreign ; merely because he refuses to
‘“swallow advertisements.”’

There's not one in the whole of my
class who does not knew Chacha with his
No-burn balm and his Dubist Syrup,
Chacha's exploits are as well known as the .
qualities of I. C. A. (Ignition -Control .
Additive). We know how he helped the



oo

chieftain’s daughter to marry her sweet
heart; and how Mirza won in the kite-flying
contest upon Chacha's timely arrival But
ask dad about Chacha's latest ‘exploit and
he will blink at you in a bewildered sort of
way. I have often wondered what dad
does with his mewspaper if he does rot
know Chacha. When the other day I asked
him about it, he crushed me with a five
minute polemic against the practice of
“swallowing advertisements.”” His refusal
to ““swallow advertisements’’ has gone to
such ridiculous lengths that our house -
strictly the railway quarters- has become
a playground for the Shrinakdrop devil
and his dances, Not only ondad's uniform,
not only on mother's blouses, but on my
shirts and my kakhi shorts, Shrinkadrop
dances non-stop All because the very
mention of ‘“Bombarised” cloth brings
out the full range of dad's vocabulary of
abuse.

Dad’s objections to swallowing straight-
way have imposed heavy strain on his
teeth. Some of them still remain with him
though with obvious reluctance. *If gums
bleed even the slightest bit, it may be a
sign of serious gum trouble,” T read out to
him from the advertisement, He could
have not only sparkling white teeth but
sound healthy gums too if he would start
at once - at once — to use Boshan's tooth-
paste. He won’t care. May be, I thought,
he might take to something with a dash of
chlorophyll (nature's own, wonderworking,
etc.,) init. Or how would it be if he were
to be asked everyday in the week, “Did
you Bingclean your teeth today? ** All this
isno use. Dad belongs to a generation
that refuses to believe in advice freely

squandered, His generation would seem
to believe only in advice strictly paid for.

The worst of it is that there's no fight
in dad, There's not a newspaper you can
open which does not buck us up and call
upon us: “Don’t give in to that feverish
cold!” And is it difficult to imbibe this
spirit of fight, this courage not to surrender
to the deadly virus of cold ? The way is to
take Laspho. That way you do not hurt
the heart or stomach but you get plenty of
fight out of t. And Lospho dissolves in
water quicker than any other allopathic
pill that you can get anywhere in India,
But dad says he believes in non-violence,
and does not want to fight the common
cold. Whata Jain !

Like a true South Indian Brahmin,
dad is a coffee addict. Times without
number I have pointed out to him that
nothing refreshes like Indian tea. Madhu-
bala takes Indian tea; Mushtaq Ali takes
Indian: tea; Mewalal and Manna take
Indian tea ; dad’s retort to this is that he
does not believe in alliteration, Teatime
is any time ; someone somewhere is now
drinking tea, Yet dad refuses te join this
world - wide fraternity and insists on his
decoction of black coffee. Because he
refuses point blank to swallow advertise-
ments,

Often I have told him: ““You don't
know what you are missing !> But the
subtle dart is lost on him because he does
not even care to read advertisements, let
alone swallow them,

MoslesS,




THE GALLERY HALL

e e

Guarded on its two sides by the
Physics and Chemistry labs, stands our
majestic Gallery Hall, the only one of its
type in the whole college section. lts
importance is hardly being realised by
folks. Itis a hall of unigue experiences.
It is the only hall having & fan, yet it is
the only hall where the initial temper-
ature of 29.5 degree C. rises to a maxi-
mum of 69 degree C by the end of the
period -a temperature usually marking
the ignition point of the shirts of the stu-
dents.

You might mamber the story of
Sankaracharya and his ascent of the
Sarvajna Peeda. I donot know if you
quite approve of the comparison. But
the wise elders going up the last spirals
of the gallery have somehow reminded
me of that old tale of spiritual c>nguest.
From this level of greatness, the gallery
seats slops down, each bench marking a
particular level of wisdom. And this
explains why the fair sex gets the bench
nearest sea - level. However, the lecturer
is just a wee bit beyond the scope of
this logic.

The wise guys at the back spsecialise
in archery. If Cupid’s arrows were or
are made of flowers, fittingly enough the
arrows of the wise are of paper; that suits
the atmosphere of a place of learning.
(Paper has always stood for knowledge,
you know.) These arrows are not just
arrows, they are symbolic. They reach
their goal (of God-consciousness, say the
back-benchers) with the same accuracy
as the Vedantin's thought. And the

_small front-benchers then try to reach at
the goal, but alas ! in vain.

Then you have the cries frorri the
nearby street. ItLis the language of the

street, the immortal proletarian epic of
our socialist century. When the lecturer
tries to impart all his knowledge to the
kiddies, the boy in the street— the man
in the street being so often flagged I may
be allowed to omit him — calls out in the
democratic dialect of the street: **You
son of “a....” The student who is very
much interested—academically, of
course —in things happening in the
world outside, will never fail to express
his full-throated support to the hawker
who cries: “Kadalakkai, kadalakkai! *

It is from here that scientists have
their first lessons in science. It is here
in this hall that Physics goes on to ex-
plain the acceleration of a paper ball
starting with an initial velocity of 1% feet
per second and dashing against the head
of a student sitting at sea level. And it is
in this very hall that students breathing
in sulphur dioxide coming out of the
Chemistry lab long for simple oxygen,
and listen to a lecture on Chemisiry
which informs them that fifty per cent of
the earth’s crust is comprised of oxygen.
(Shakespeare endorses this view but
Einstein says something else.) And when
the student confronts intricate problems
in Physics, he will rather indulge in
quoting Walt Whitman than in setting
himself to work them out.

" The two old, simple problems
every intertwined
Close home, elusive, present,
balfled, grappled
By each successive age, insoluble,
pass'd on
To ours today — and we pass on
the same."
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And when Chemistry goes on expla-
ining how minerals are used in industry,
the student with the philosophic bent
usually remembers the words of Jalaludd-
in the Sufi who said : '

"1 died a mineral and became a plant

I died a plant and rose an animal

I died an animal and I was man! "

And after becoming man, the student
is again to study about the minerals,
about the Panchabootham (not the five

principles of coexistence) the very things
from which his body has been made.

One could go on and on about this
wonderful gallery hall of ours. We pass

out of the College, we leave the gallery
bzhind, the vears cast a haze over its
very memory. Ihen in the dim eternities
of time, as we lose our battles of life, let
us think of the gallery and the deathless
epic it creates for generation after
generation.

" May the rusting harvest hedgerow
Still the traveller's joy entwine |,
May the rusting harvest hedgerow
Please other men."

P. K G. ViJAYARAM
Class 11

—




English—Its future in India

As misdirected patriotism clamours
for the abolition of English, and as the
constitutional dead line appraaches, one
starts thinking very seriously about the
problem. One feels that there are some
who live by agitating, no matter against
what. And they build their own wind -
mills to fight against These wind -mills
are many. English is one.

But there are a few who speak out
with courage. Recently Sri C. Rajago-
palachari made a plea for the retention of
English. It was decidedly an unpopular
slogan. But Sri C. R. had many a time
in the past come out with unpopular
slogans, slogans whose wisdom events
always proved. [ the frenzied mob is
deaf to the voice of reason, at least we,
within the four walls of an academy, have
to discuss the issue without getting
excited.

We have always associated English
with British rule. This is not a very
pleasant association, But today we are
a free country, and English is just a lan-
guage which we can use for our own pur-
poses. If English had been the language
of slavery, it had also been the language
of the united struggle of this wvast sub-
continent against slavery. It is not
proper to forget that English had a large
share in knitting us together.

Let us examine the position of
English today. The administrative mach-
ine which we took over from the British,
‘in spite of its red tape and bureaucracy,
has attained a remarkable level of

efficiency. English is the medium of ad.
ministration, and one should think a
hundred times before doing anything

that might impair the efficiency of this
machine-

Hindi is yet to develop. It sufferg
from a serious poverty of words, It has
not grown enough to replace English.
This is no attempt to repudiate Hindj
altogether. Every nation must have its
own language, a language which will
express its spirit. And Hindi, being the
language of the largest group, has to be
accepted as the Rashtra Bhasha. But it
is folly, it is madness to drive out English
only to build here the Tower of Babel.

This essay does not try to minimise
the importance of regional languages
Our various languages are the expression
of the distinctive cultures of our peoples
They might replace English, at a later
stage as the official languages in the
states. But English is at present best
suited for States-Center communication.
In this context it is good to remember
the North-South tensions which rage
today, and which are sure to worsen if
Hindi is ‘ clamped down ‘' on the South
at present.

Over a period of years, Hindi could
be popularised and the linguistic groups,
especially of the South could be made-
to cultivate the ‘Hindi-sense'. Trans
lation of docunents and codes could be
attempted on an enormous scale. Fren-
zies and passions could be pacified
Then of course we could go on with this
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éxperiment, which in the present situ-
ation poses the biggest threat to the
unity of India.

We should also not forget that
English today is not -necessarily: the
language of the English. It is the language
of an. ever-widening - understanding, of
shrinking distances. - This realisation
should help us gzt over the feeling that
we are a people without a language of
our own, talking a language that does not
belong to us. - Wherever nations met, our
representatives have spoken in English.

This undoubtedly has helped them to

-achieve things and enhance the prestige

of India.

A time however will come, when
English will have ceased to be the official
language of India.. But let us decide that
the great cultural wealth of English will
be preserved in this land for ever. No
one nation can claim monopelistic rights
over the language of William Shakespeare
and John Milton,

: K. ABOOBACKER

Class II
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YOUTH SUMMER CAMP OF 1955

Kuttuparamba, nine miles away from
Tellich=rry on the road to Mercara, which
is an area served by the National Exten-
sion Scheme, was the venus of the Youth
Summ=r Camp organised by the Social
Service League ot our Collsgs. The
Camp ran from April 30th to May 21st -
a pariod of twanty-two days. There were
fifty-two membsars in the camp including
mambers of the staff.

The project allocated to the campers
was the levelling of the Kuttuparamba
Maidan. This maidan is B acres in area
and it slopes from north to south at an
incline of 12 fest. The maidan could be
levelled, if mud, 6 feet deep over an area
of 200 feet by 120 feet could bz removed
from the northern part of the maidan and
dumps=d into its southern part. The level-
ling of the maidan is a sorely felt need in
Kuthuparamba, which is fast developing
into an urban cantire. For seven years
now, ssveral organisalions have tried to
finish this work. Three years ago, a
Maidan Improvement Committee had
bzen formed, and this Committee had
collected funds and carried out some
work. When the work was allocated to the
Youth Summer Camp organised by our
League, it was not thought that the work
in its entirety could be finished by 52
campers working for 21 days. [t was
understood that the campers would apply
themselves to removing mud over an
area 100 feet by 50 feet to a depth of 3
feet and to depositing this mud in the
southern part of the maidan to form a
bulwark for the stone rampart which the
Improvement Committezs had built last
year. This stone rampart had cost the
Committee a sum of Rs. 1,200/- and it
badly needed to be bolstered up with
mud, as there was a_threat of its being
washed off by the heavy flow of water

coursing down the steep incline of the
maidan during the monsoon.

It is true that the project could not
bz carried out fully, because most un-
fortunately and indeed most unexpected-
ly,no work could be dene on the last
three days of the camp due to a cyclone.
The cyclone started on May 18th and
worked up in intensity till the 21st causing
serious loss of property and humsan lives
in the three northern taluks oif Mzlabar.
The heavy rains and cyclonic weather
disrupted the camp routine and preven-
ted the work from being carried out. It
must be placed on record, however, that
during the 18 days that the camp ran to
schedule, mud from the northern side of
the maidan over an area of 100 feet by
40 feet to the depth of 3 feet was carted
to the southernmost part of the maidan,
thus providing the much needed bulwark
to the stone rampart put up by the
Improvement Committee. The Camp
therefore succeeded in saving the people
of Kuttuparamba the sum of Rs. 1,200/-
besides turning out work which it would
have taken the commitice to get done
only with an investment of nearly
Rs 8,000/-. The actual expenditure of
the camp including travelling expenzes
for the campers was Rs. 2,492/- and it
must be said that if workmen with a daily
wage of Rs. 1—8—0 were to be put on
the job, they would have turned out on
the same expenditure the some amount
of work and not more. This fact was
admitied by responsible reople in Kuttu-
paramba, like members of the Panchayat
Board and officars attached to the Com-
munity Dzvelopment Scheme.

The éampers campad at the Kuttu-
paramba High School building, which is

“seven furlongs from the Kuttuparamba
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Maidan. The food was supplied by a
msss which was run entirely by the cam-
pars. Thz cooks were campsrs without a
single exception Everyday a batch of ten
campo>rs was allotted to do the work in
the kitchen It was their job to g=t ready
the early morning tea by 4-45 a. m., to
cook the luach and dinner, serve the
campears, keep the premises neat, and
clean the latrines and lavatories. This
w3is a nots-worthy f2ature ot the camp.
The success of ths camp kitchen can be
appreciated from the fact that through-
out the 22 days of the camp, thers was
no complaint about the iood irom any
s=ction of the camp.

The programms of work- drawn jup
for the camp was: work at maidan from
6 to 10 in the morning with an interrup-
tion of half an hour b=tween 8-30 and 9,
Actually work always began at 5-30 in
the morning and went on till 11 with an
interruption »f half an hour batwesn 8-30
and 9 for breakfast. It was impossible to
work beyond 11 in the mornings b=cause
of the intense haat of the sun. After 11,
the programme was bathing and launder-
ing. Bscause of water scarcity in the
camping site, the campers had to split
up into two batches, one batch going to
tha tank five furlongs away, and the other
batch walking about three miles to the
river. Lunch was served bstwezsn 1-30
and 2-30 in the aftsrnoon, and from 2-30
to 3-30 the campz=rs took rest. There was
little d=parture from this programmes of
rest bacause after the heavy physical
labour and the laundering and bathing,
the campers were tirad and badly need=d
rast. From 3-30 to 4-30 in the evening,
ths campars did their collective reading
of papars and m3g3zinzss. The two hours
from 4-30 to 6-30 was allotted for con-
tacts with the villagers through pro-
grammes of recreation and entertain-
m=nt. Dinnasr was served between 9 and
9.30 in the night. At 10 every night, a
m=eting was held which was presided

over by the Lectursr in charge, at which

the day's work was reviewed and assess-
ed and lessons were drawn for the next
day’s work, the persons for kitchen duty
selected and other questions about con-
tacts with the villagers discussed. At 10
the camp relired after a full-throated
singing of Jana Gana Mana'.

The implementis used by the campers
were supplied by the Panchayat Board
and also by the Maidan Improvement
Committee. It was at first feared by all
of us that these implements might come
to be roughly handled and great losses
inflicted on the public bodies that were
good enough to lend these implements
to us. But after 22 days, the President
of the Panchayat Board as well as the
Secretary of the Maidan Improvement
Committee placed on record their appre-
ciation of the way in which the campers
used the implements lend to them, and
went so far at to state that hired labourers
would have bsen more harsh and cruel
upan ths implements than the campers
had bzen. This was taken mean that
the campers had learnt to make use of
implements like pickaxes, shovels and
spade; and of all the good things said
about then, this'was the one that pleased
them the most,

On all the days the campers worked,
local volunteers joined them at the work-
spot. At first there were only a dozen
students, but later when the people
bsgan to realise that the camp was a
serious effort at volunteer labour for the
improvement of community - life, the
number of local volunteers increased to
24. The great day for popular participa=
tion was May 15th, when more than -
200 people joined the campers. That day
a lorry was available for carting the mud
and the expenses of the breakfast for
this large force of volunteers were met
by the Maidan Improvement Committee.

Because the camp was started only
in May, it was interrupted by the heavy



g

monsoon which broke out this year rather
early in Malabar. There was no skilled
direction for the unskilled labour of the
campers’, and the result was that they
turned out less work than they could have
if they had been guided by some skilled
contractor. The camp would have been
a much greater success if a proportion
of its members were agricultural workers
or labourers drawn from the locality.
Although the campers got many oppor-
tunities to mix with the villagers, it was
not possible for them to use those oppor-
tunitiss to advantage, because they were
not well equipped to deal with some of
the problems of the villagers, If the cam-
pers had bezn put through a Refresher
Course or a Szminar on Extsnsion
Service and given some hintson the new
davelopmentsin farming and agricultural
methods, the campers could have used

their meetings and contacts with the
villagers to greater effect. For example,
some knowledge about the new methods
ot raising good poultry, or treatment of
soms of the common diseases afflicting
cattle, coconut palms and other crops, a
basic knowledge of some of theltertilisers,
could have been very helpiul.

It was generally felt that members of
the Youth Summsr Camps must be care-
fully selected and put through a psriod
of training before the summer holidays
begin This training could bs imparted
to them in the college outside college
hours by the Block Davzlopment Officers
and the Extension Officers from areas
where the studeuts’are planning to hold
the summer camp. Thls will make the
Youth Summsr Camps an effective instru-
ment to bring about some important
changes in our villages.




Accident Prevention

on Public Highways

Over and above the usual run of
natural deaths in India, many thousands
die of snake-bite and as a result of floods
and fires every year. To this is added
desath by accidents. Accidents occur
more on roads than elsewhere. Nota
day passes without a report or more in
one or other of the daily newspapers
about some mishap on the highways.
Road accidents are gznerally caused by
the carelessness on the part of one or
other of the parties inveolved. In these
cays of speedy traffic, the highways have
become a source of danger to their users.
One does not know where the danger
lurks. Not even a geiger counter or
radar can help one to forestall what
might happen at any moment.

Can this situation be altered? Isit
possible to prevent accidents on the
highways ? Yes, it is possible to a large
extent, though not entirely. What then
are the measures to be adopied ?

It cannot be gainsaid that the care-
lessness of the pedestrian, the motorist
or the person in charge of any other
vehicle is the major cause of all such
accidents. Every road-user must be
taught to be ever alive to the dangers.
He must realise that there are certain
written and unwritten laws to be strictly
followed for his safety as well as the safety
of his fellow -creatures. He must also
realise that however careful he may be
there are other road-users who are care-
less and hence alwaysa possible source of
danger to others. Therefore it boils down
to this. All must be trained to have a
mental state of absolute precaution. This
can be achieved only by propaganda

more propaganda, and yet more pro-

paganda. Institutions deing welfare work,

public bodies and the Government
should carry on incessant propaganda to
make the people develop a road sense.
Pamphlets, striking posters, radio talks,
cinema films should bs freely used:to
drive into the minds cf the people their
duties and responsibilities while on the
road. It is a matter of great regret that
children, innocent little thinas, are often
victims of road accidents. To make the
child understand how it should behave
on the road, safety talks should form an
important subject of teaching in all ele-
mentary schools. And even more, de-
monstrations and displays by way of
visual education should be started in
each school. In America some institutions
do this reqularly where even the little
ones are made to act as Traffic Cops
during school hours. We are ncw having
what are called play-feslivals in every
town and Panchayat Board area for
school children, when all the children are
gathered together to tske partin or see
all types of entertainments. To these
must be tacked on demonstrations to
teach safety first on the roads. Some
times the parents are careless in letting
tiny iots play on the roads and streets.
This must be stopped and intensive pro-
paganda must be carried on to instil into
the minds of the parents a sense of the
danger of such carelessness regarding
their own precious little ones.

The Government have also to bear a
large share in the work of preventive
measures and the following methods are
suggested :

a) Proper traffic control

b) Building side pavements for the
pedestrians to walk on every
busy road.



h) Directing

c) Arranging pedestrian crossings

at selected places on the roads
with police control to stop the
flow of traffic from either side at
fixed intervals.

d) Putting up round-abouts at cross-

roads and sectioning the roads
with white lines around corners.

e) Employing smart traffic police

not only to control and direct
traffic but also to do effective
propaganda at frequent intervals
on the roads using loud-speaker
equipment.

) Introduction of strict speed-limits

in certain.areas.

g) Putting up road signs of different

types wherever necessary.

one-way traific and
prevention of overtaking on nar-
row streets.

i) Barring heavy firaffic such as
buses and lorries on crowded
thoroughfares.

j) Banning parking of vehicles in
narrow streets.
These must be enforced with
great striciness,

It may be thought that this is a tall
order. But if the Government is pre- -
pared to spend lakhs of rupees on health
measures to prevent the spread of
epidemics, if the Gecverement is running
hospitals and dispensaries to cure the
sick, the halt and the maimed, the
Government should also spend unstint-
edly to carry out the suggestions here
made. Letus try for a Wellare State on
all fronts.

Ask me if road accidents are not cut
to a large extent if these suggestions ere

carried out.
N. C. ANIRUDHAN,

Class II.




THE OTIYANS OF [HOLANNUR

The electrification of the country-
side, whatever it has meant, has dislodged
many of our ancient sup=rstitions. But
as you penetrate deeper and go to the
more obscure villages at the foot of blue
mountains, you come across fascinating
survivals. The Otiyans no longer exist,
but if you come with me to Tholannur in
Palghat Taluk, the old Karanavans will
tell you obout the Otiyans who had won
for that village a sinister reputation.

It is four miles from the twentieth
century to Tholannur We detrain at
Palghat and board the bus to Kuthanoor,
which is the last outpost of civilisation
on our way to the land of the Ofyans.
The blue Themmala ranges rise into view
as our bus speeds across vast paddy
fields. In about two hours we reach
Kuthanoor.

A funny sort of fecling creeps over
you when you get down from the bus.
You feel that you have come to the living
edge of Time. It is quite a god-forsaken
place, and the only valid law there is the
dictate of the Agricultural Labourers’
Union. There is an attempt at a bazaar:
you find a gentle confusion of bunks and
stilted trays, the usual ‘free trade’ that
thrives around a rural bus terminus.

We have some lime juice and begin
the four mile trek to Tholannur. We
are walking down a hedged-in lane, with
pink and violent pin-heads of flowers on
either side. You see little birds, shining
skinks, lizzards, bettles, all sorts of things
that slowly build around you, as you
walk on, a vivid world of magic.

Today Tholannur is a decrepit
village, with a few straggling fossils

thrown sullenly about to give it a quaint
historicity. There we find the ruined
basement of the Nalukettu which had
been for two centuries the seat of an
illustrious line of feudal oligarchs. The
great Kotharamiachan died five years
after the War of Independence of 1857.
It is this guy’s ghost that we see nailed
on to the banian iree on a brass plague. .
The ghost is still much of a force here,
and even the Agricultural Labourers’
Union, which took over power from the
whitz Sahib’s King, has often to pro-
pitiate it.

The story of the Otiyans dates back
to that decade when this ghost was
paying taxes to Queen Victoria. Kotha-
rami became master of a vast tract of
land at the age of thirty. And tradition
has it that he died at forty. He died a
most deserving death, old folks say. By
his magic he had brought under his power
the goddess of the local temple. (The
temple has since then been desecrated)
It is said that Kotharami knew this god-
dessin sin. The songs of the Panas and
Pulluvas narrate the story of this fant-
zsiic debauchery. But on the night of
Rchini the sinner broke a vew and his
charms failed him. The goddess there-
upon struck him dead.

That's how folks say he died. His
ghost in the form of a severed head flew,
over the village and wailed over the -
temple, but only the initiated: saw this
bloed - curdling manifestation. However
the initiated told the uninitiated, and
thus managed to curdle their innocent
blood too. So, everybody's blood was
curdled, untill at last a mighty big Homa
was arranged, and the ghost was coaxed
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into the brass plaque, and the plaque
nailed on to the tree.

Well, he is there nailed up for you
to see. We shall now go to that ench-
anted decade in the beginning of Queen
Victoria's reign, when Kotharami was
alive, when villages around were littered
with his illegitmate children and when the
voice of protest ‘was smothered by that
whispsr of helpless dread—The Otiyan !
Most of us in Malabar know something of
the Otiyan. The Otiyan is ahuman being
who is supposed to acquirs the ability to
change his form. He could even become
totally invisible for short lengths of time.
He is a killer, and those who could master
him, hired him.

There are quite a number of stories
describing the terrifying forms the Otiyan
assumed, Sometimes he appeared as a
bundle of bamboo thorns turning round
an unseen pivot, or as a giant basket spin-
ning with drunken volition. He took also
the forms of animals, the bull, the buffalo,
the horse, sometimes the elephant, and
the lame black dog. The bull was the
most fearful manifestation, though it was
as the dog that the assassin was the most
unrelenting. The bull gave out a guttural
cry, known in Tholannur as Okire Kath-
thal—a cry which once upon a time
sent the villagsrs terror-stricken to their

beds.

The killings followed a particular
pattern. The Otiyan would first sprinkle
around the house of the victimi a sleep-
inducing powder. Only the victim would
stir and rise, and in a glazed, open-eyed
hypnosis, walk out to meet Death on the
door step. After the killing, the Otiyan
would let himself loose on the meadow
in the wild gles of slaughter and bzllow
forth the dreaded okiri. The okiri some
times preceded the killing, and quite
often was sounded as a random threat.

: I told you Kotharamiachan owned a
vast tract of land. On this land hundreds

of men and women slaved, The wages of
this slaving barely kept them alive.
Kotharamiachan saw to it that the men
remained alive, for he needed them. The
women too he needed. And none dared
oppose his needs, for he was the master
of the ‘seven Otiyans.’

When his fields were ready for the
harvest, he posted no watchmen. But
under the full moon, the listening
villagers would hear a cry reverberating
through the wvast paddy land—the un-
mistakable guttural cry.

It is believed that Kotharamai had as
many as a hundred killings to his credit.
Numberless families he disgraced. He
broke the hearts of lovers. The rice that
came into his granaries was bitter. And
his sinister shadow, like that of a hideous
banian tree, spread over Tholannur and
many more villages around.

If we walk around that ponderous
basement, we can make out the hallin
the western wing, where even now a
built-in pit, where an infernal fire burned
Kotharami and his Ofiyans would stand
and slaughter buffaloes when the moon
was full. The drums would send forth an
ominous peal into the transparent skies
and ears for miles around would listen.
Then from the hill top, over the burial
around would come the clif-cloft of
hoofs, and the revengeful guttural cry.

We stroll rcund and see all that.
The basement of the Nalukettu, the
ruins of the temple, and certain cactus-
clad suggesticns of ancientness are to be
seen around us. We pitch our tents
here for the night, we stretch our camp-
cots out in the open; the queen moon has
risen. Ths eerie dirge of the palmyras
leaves comes in with the wind The last
bus to Palghat has left Kuthanoor. We
hear its faint throbbing fade into the
night. That is the last civilised noise of
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our century. Time's drawbridge is drawn
for the night.

I.lie on my back, smoking, and send
a poetic whisp up into the moon, and
revolve in mind a bit of rural econo-
mics and history. When ths white sahib's
Queen Victoria ruled my land in the
name of God, Kotharamiachanruled this
village. The veil of magic and super-
stition now lifts, and I see the Ofiyans
as plain feudal thugs killing their kind for
their master. Queen Victoria’s thugs too
came to the village, some white, others
black, but bearing the ‘white man’s
burden’ on their black toadying should-
ers, spite in their black slave's souls, they
came crawling like vermin to kill those
who refused to be slaves.

The Otiyans are dead, quite and
decisively dead. The few modern ones
that survive on the fringes of a moribund
and anachronistic feudalism too are
doomed. And when at last the Angsl
sounds his trumpet, [ wonder if the Agri-
cultural Laboeurers' Union will concedes

to them the last
resurrection.

sad privilege of -

The cigarettee has burned away. I
feel slespy. I see you dear companion,
lying limp and curled, the honey-dew of
sleep on your sweet and broad eyelids.
I shall not, I decide, let rural economics
into my mind at this witching hour. I
have, at least for this night. escaped my
fevered and hectic century.

Then with the suddenness of a spell
a teeming legion of shadows springs to
life around me. [ see the Themmala
range, alive, and wvivid with a sudden
proximity. From Kali's dreaded shrine
comes the muifled chant of drums. The
Poothams dance about and chase the
bats. And rubbing thzir eyes of pearl,
the dead raise to revisit the glimpses of
the moon. Then clear and sharp and
hard, I h=ar hoofs on the rocks, and like
a wave of terror swelling through the
moonlit emptiness, comes the unmis-
takable guttural cry.

0. V. Vijavan, M. A.

—_—————
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THE SHRINE AT PARSSANIKKADAYV

Six miles up from Baliapatam railway
station on the right bank of the river are
the stone steps of a river ford that lead
the pilgrim to Parssanikkadav, the most
famous of shrines in North Malabar.
Rising steeply from the river bank,
against the dark green foliage of cocount
palms with the brick-red mud to enhance
the total effect, the shrine impresses
even the casual visitor with its natural
setting.

The deity at Parssanikkadav is
Muthappan meaning ancestor or fore-
father. His worship is strictly non-Aryan,
In ancient times when Aryan influence
had not reached Kerala, people worship-
ped trees, snakes and the spirits. of the
departed. Even after the Aryans intro-
ducsd their Vedic
Hinduism had become ths accepted
religion, the old faiths could not be wiped
out, Orthodox Hinduism had fo come
to a truce by which ancestor-worship was
recognised to be within the pale of
Hinduism although on the fringes of it.
This peculiar relationship can be under-
stood from the fact that Muthappan,
unlike other Hindu gods and temple
deities, relishes both meat and drink.
Before the introduction of Prohibition in
Madras State, toddy and arrack were the
drinks offered to the presiding deity at
Parssanikkadav. Now the juice of the
tender coconut has taken the place of
toddy and arrack. Inspite of the cosmo-
politan tastes of Muthappan, there is no
temple, church or mosque in the whole
of North Malabar which attracts greater

gods, even after

crowds. Every year in Decembsr, there
is a great festival at the shrine. Pilgrims,
young and old, come from far and near
from all communities to pay their prayer-
ful homage to Muthappan

There are numerous legends about
the origin of this ancestral worship and
about the shrine. One legend connects
Muthappan with Kottiyoor, another
great centre of pilgrimage in Malabar.
Kottiyoor is in the heart of a jungle area,
hardly accessible for the greater part of
the year. The presiding deity at Kottiyoor
is generally termed the Kottiyoor Per-
umal. The annual festivities in Kottiyoor
begin only after a representative of
Muthappan (chosen from the Thiyya
family of Kottam in Puralimala near
Pazhassiin Kottayam talug) doss the
first rituals in the place. This links up
the Kottiyoor Perumal with Puralimala
and Muthappan, and this association
has persuaded some historians to look
upon Muthappan as a historical per-
sonality.

In the songs of praise sung during
the thirayattam or devil-dances in conne-
ction with the Permulas, four names are
usually meniioned : Puralimala Muth-
appan, Andaloor Daivattar, Cheraman
Xotta Nayanar, and Nambola Mutha-
ppan. The inclusicn of the name
Cheraman Kotta Nayanar suggests a
connection between Muthappan and the
Permulas, who were the rulers of Kerala.
The practice even now followed. of a
representative of Puralimala Muthappan
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inaugurating the festivities of Kottiyoor
Perumal also indicates this connection.
One of the Perumals-Chengal Perumal-
is recorded by tradition and legend to
have endowed many non-Brahmin temp-
les in Kerala, bescause he was a non-
Brahmin himself, having been adopted
into the Perumal family from the Vettu-
vas or Kalaphras of Tiruchengode. He
died in Parssanikkadav, and the shrine
there became a centre of pilgrimage.
Chengal was a contemporary of Prophet
Mohammed, who is reported to have a

sent a letter to him through the Arab
traders who at that time were frequent
visitors to Calicut. Because of the
great tolerance with which he treated
Muslims, Parssanikkadav is looked upon
by Muslims too as a shrine acceptable
to them.

It is thus the memory of a great
warrior-ruler of Kerala that is being
perpetuated by the shrine at Parssani-

kkadav.
N. G. RAMARKRISHNAN
Class I




THE ANNUAL REPORT *

My, President, Ladies and Gentlemen :

At the very outset let me, on behalf
of my colleagues and myself, and on behalf
of the student body of this college and
school, extend to all of you present here
this evening a most hearty and cordial
welcome, The College Day, as you per-
haps know, is the most important festival
in the college calendar each year. It isan
event eagerly looked forward to by stu-
dents and teachers alike, A great deal of
fun and merriment is invariably associated
with it and, I am afraid, to many thatis
a1l that the College Day means. ButIam
sure there are some who look behind all
this funfare, and discover in this annual
College festival a greater significance, a
deeper purpose. The College Day is the
only day in the year when the college in-
vites to its campus its alumni and the
public. We do so in order that we may
tell you what we are trying to do here and
to ask you to help us in doing it. Educa-
tion, as you know, is a co-operative end-
eavour ; an endeavour in which the
teachers share with the home and the
public the responsibility for training the
youth of the community. If the work of
the college is to be successful, co-operation
between the college and the public isan
imperative condition. The real purpose of
the College Day is to help the public know
of the work of the college and to promote
co-operation between the college and the
community. The sight of this vast assem-
bly of old students and the public who
have come in response to our invitation is
certainly most heart-warming and reassur-
ing. I take it that by your presence here
this evening you are acknowledging and
affirming your share in the tremendous task
of training the youth of India. Ladies

and Gentlemen, I thank you most sincerely
for responding in this overwhelming mea-
sure to our invitation,

I must now address a special word of
welcome to the distinguished President of
this evening. We deem it a great honour
and a rare privilege that Mr, Justice
A.S. Panchapakesa Iyer is with us this
evening to preside over our College Day
function, We know how extremely busy
he is, and we are deeply grateful to him
that he has found the time and taken the
trouble to come ail the way from Madras
to preside over this function. That he
has done so is a testimony to his sincere
and deep interest in the cause of education,
There is nothing surprising, however, ina
judge being interested in education. The
experience of his professional life must be
making him painfully conscicus of the
defects of our education and must be fill-
ing him with a passion to share with
professional educators and the general
public his views on the subject of educa-
tion. But tho e of you who know Mr. Iyer
or have heard about him will know that
hisinterests are not confined to thesubjects
of Jaw and education. The versatility of
his interts, abilities, and accomplishments
is widely known and greatly admired, He
has done us all a distinct honour in accept-
ing our invitation and. on behalf of all of
you present here, I extend to him a very
warm and cordial welcome, and I thank
him for his kindness in accepting our in-
vitation, I would have liked to welcome
him also as a distinguished son of Malabar
but I hesisate to do so lest you should
think that I sound too provincial.

Our College Day this year is an im-
portant College Day In the history of the.

# The Principal’s report presented at the College Day Public Meeting.
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institution, This will be the last year that
we shall be celebrating the college day as
a Second grade college. As you should all
be knowing by now, in the new scheme of
university education that is going to be
introduced from the beginning of the next
academic year, there is no room for inter-
mediate colleges. Pupils who pass the
S.S. L. C. Examination in March this year
will be admitted in June to whatis called
the pre-university class. At the end of the
pre-university class there will be an
examination conducted by the University
and those who pass this examination will
be admitted to the first year of a three-year
Degree course. Thus in place of the pre-
sent 2 plus 2 pattern of organization we
shall have a 1 plus three pattern. While
there are many new features in the new
scheme it is this change in the organiz-
ational pattern of university education
that concerns us most. In the light of this
new scheme what is the future of our
college ? Many old students and friends
of the college have in recent months been
anxiously enquiring if these changes con.-
templated in wuniversity education will
affzct our college adversely. I am deeply
touched by their expression of concern
about the future of the college. I am glad
to announce that we have no reason for
anxiety. The Syndicate has considered
our application for affiliation of the college
in the B. A. degree course and has inform-
ed us that we might go ahead with the
plan, We are permitted to remain on our
present site ; and if all goes well, with God’s
help, shall be able to open Junior B. A,
class next year,

Let me not, however, give you the
impression that the upgrading of the
college is as simple as all that. What does
upgrading involve ? In the first place, it
involves a large endowment, 1t is expected
that this college will be asked to furnish
an endowment eof Rs.2 lakhs, In the
second place, upgrading involves the
~ question of additional accommodation,
What we propose to do is to take for the

use of the College the main block of our
building and to construct a new block to
house the high school classes that are now
held in the southern wing of the main
building. The work on this new block for
the school is expected to begin immediat-
ely. An additional block will be required
for the college by the beginning of 1957-'58.
In the third place, upgrading involves pro-
viding the new classes with the necessary
furniture, and equipping the library and
the laboratory. Allthis means that we
need funds urgently. I take this opport-
unity to appeal to the old students of the
college and the public tocome forward and
help us in raising this old institution to
the stature of a Degree College.

In my campaign for funds so far, I
have been greatly helped by the President

of the Old Students' Association, Dr.
T. Balakrishnan, and the President cf
the College Building Committee, Mr

P.P Hassan Koya. They are both very
busy people, but they have given liberally
of their time to the cause of the college.
I must also add that they have aiso given
us very handsome ‘donations in cash as.
well, Our efforts to raise funds have so
far borne an -encouraging measure of
success. Despite the popular complaint
that one often hears from business people
about the money market being very tight,
we have succeeded in collecting, in promise
and in cash, about Rs. 20000/- in the
course of the last four or five months,
People have given generously and cheer-
fully. I mustrecord here my sense of
deep gratitude to them for their very kind
and timely help. Money raising is a girm
business but it brings you all sorts of
interesting experiences. My campaign
for funds has sometimes taken me through
some of the business firms in Calicut, and
I would like to refer to an interesting
experience | had in one such place, I take
pride in referring to this becsuse none of
my illustrious predecessors could have had
such an enviable experience. When I
visited a business firm I was happy to see
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on the staff a number of my own old
students, and I went from table to table
taking a donation from each one of them,
And then I came to a certain table and
there sat one with a familar face, I asked
him, Aren’t you one of my old students?”’
Back came the reply, "Shut up, we were
class-mates,"”

Now, ladies and gentlemen, let me go
on to give you a report on the work of the
College and School during the past year.
The strength of the College this year is
342 agaiust 303 last year; of the school
1160 against 1136 last year. In the Un-
iversity Examination held in March last
year 46 students passed out of 112 present-
ed for the Examination. Of these 6 were
placed in the first class, 10 in the second
class, and the rest in the third class, In
the High School 121 pupils appeared for
theS. S L.C Examination and 83 were
declared eligible for admission to the Uni-
versity course.

The College and the School have
continued to take a keen interest in games
and sports. Althoughin the inter-collegiate
and inter-school tournaments our college
and school teams won no cups, we did
come up to the Semifinal, in some of the
games and to the finals in certain others,
In the field of sports we have again set up
a splendid record this year. In the Dist-
rict School Sports in which 18 High
Schools took part our school won two of
the four shields, P. Wilson of our school
was awarded the much-coveted Grigg Medal,

The year under report has been an
extraordinary successful year for the
College Parliament judging from the
number of distinguished speakers whe
have spoken under its auspices. During
this year the students have had the
privilege of hearing Mrs Clubwalla Jadhev
of Madras, Mr Holroyd, the representative
of the B, B, C. in India, Dr Malaiperuman,
the General Secretary of the Y. M. C, A.in
India, Mr P. Kodanda Rao,of the Servants

of India Society, Mr, W. Morrel, a visiting

journalist from U, S. A, and Mrs Lakshmi
Menon, Secretary to the Minister of Exter-
nal Affairs in the Government of India,

The various College Associations such
as the History Association, the Science
Association, the Malayalam Assocjation,
have also had a number of very succesful
meetings. The College Sunday School and
the College S. C. M, also have been active
throughout the year.

A special word must be said about the
College Secial Service League, Our Social
Service League was privileged to fcrm part
of the nation-wide network of Summer
Youth Camps organized by the Govern-
ment of India in April-May 1955. Our
camp functioned in the Community Project
area of Kuthuparamba with fifty members
working on the levelling of a maidan fora
period of 22 days. We are thankful to the
President of the Kuthuparamba Panchayat
Board, and to the Block Development
Officer for the high appreciation they have
recorded of the work of our camp. At
present, volunteers of the League are
working on Saturdays and Sundays on
laying a road within the Calicut Municip-
ality. The League would wish to repeat
the assurance already given to the Calicut
Municipality, that our volunteers would be
readily available for any unskilled labor
required by the Municipality in the con-
struction of the projected stadium for our
city.

Our college took part in Inter-collegiate
debatesin English and Malayalam condu-
cted by the University, In the Ensglish
debate, one of our students, P. R, Gopalan,
was selected for the second round. In the
Essay Competition conducted by the
Automobile Association of South India in
connection with their Golden Jubilee
celebrations, one of our students,
N. C. Anirudhan, of the Senior Intermediate
Class, won the second prize for the whole:
of South India. :
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In the School a1=o
report has been one of great activity in
the extra-curricular field. The School has
now organized a small Scout troupe and a
unit of the Auxiliary Cadet Corps with 36
cadets.” There have been a number of
educational excursions to places like Mud-
ura, Cochin, Shoranur,and Pattambi.

Last year the School conducted an
entertainment in aid of. the Poor Boys’
Fund and realized a net amount of Rs.
1,400/-, During this year we have been
giving a free lunch to 55 poor pupils on
every working day of the school. Owver
150 pupils are being given free milk
received through the good offices of the
Bishop of the Diocese of North Kerala,

The work of the school may be sumed
up in the words of the District Educational
Officer who in his inspection report said:
““The school is well staffed and well con-
ducted, and has maintained good all round

progress,’

I must mention here that our school
has been the only aided school in the
District selected for a special grant from
the Government of India for the improve-
ment of the teaching of the core subjects.
The amount of the grant is 83% of any
sum up to Rs. 15,0007- that 'my be spent
by the Management for this purposes,
The Headmaster has drawn up an elaborate
list of books, articles, and equipment, and
the list has been approved by the Depart.
ment, When these books and equipment
are received the school may be said to be
will equipped.

There have been a few changes in the
staffs of the College and School. In the
college Mr P. T, N Nambissan, M. A,
Lecturer in English, resigned at the end of
last year and Mr O. V. Vijayan, B. A,
(Hons) was appointed at the beginning of
the new year. Mr P, Regunathan B. Sc,
demonstrator in Physics left and his place
has been taken by Mr M. A, Gopinath, B. Sc,
The temporary appointment of Mr.

the year under -

Paramesawarn Nambissan, Lecturer in
Malayalam was terminated at the end of
last year and Mr. V. A, Kesavan Namboo-
diri has been appointed in his place.

In the H;gh School the most import-
ant change in staff was the transfef of Mr
J. Theophilus, M. A. first assistant, as
Headmaster of the B, E. M. High ‘School
at Parappanangadi. Mr S, Hutton, B. A,
L, T, resigned, and the service of' Mes=rs
P Govmda Marar, B. Sc, and S. Rama-
swamy, B. A, both untrained teachers,
were terminated. " In this vacancies Mr L.
Chandaran, B. A'L, T., Mr M. P. Paul,

CBLA B eV S Balachandra Nedung-

adi, B, A.and Mr V. Bhaskara Kurup B, A.
have been appointed. Mrs M, C. Sathia-
dasan has been appointed in the new
divisivn of class 4,

In closing, I must place on record
the deep sense of sound and loss .that my
colleagues and I feel in the death recently
of the Rev. Dr R, Hermon. Dr Hermon
was a member of the College Council and
has been a member of the Governing Body
of on Education Society fromthe time it was
founded. In his death thecollege has suffer-
ed a loss that cannot easily be repaired.

Ladies and: Gentlemen, I have now
placed before youa brief report on the
work of this Institution during the past
year. As welook back on the yearthat is
past, we have every: reason to lift our
heartsin thankfulness to ‘God for His
unfailing guidance in all our work, As
we ‘get ready to begin a new chapter in the
history of this institution, we look again to
God for His guidance. Mdy we never
press forward except in His strengrh and
for His glory, - Any' growth that is not
towards God is growing to ‘decay. * May
this college grow in Christian strength and

. Christian service, and may it help young

men and women to ‘‘grow in wisdom and

: stature, and in favour with God and men"

' Ladies and Gentlemen : I thank you
all once agam
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Top Left: A view of the audience on College Day. Top Right: College Day volanteers.

Centre :  Dr. Malaiperuman, General Secretary, YMCA, addressing the College Parliament.
Bottom Left: A dance item on College Day. Bottom Right : A. Bharathan, Joint
holder, Junior Championship.






The Toast of the College

Proposed by

Dr. T. Balakrishnan,
President of the Old Students’ Association.

Let me, at the outset, express my
gratitude to Dr. Pavamani for this oppor-
tunity of associating myself with this
pleasant function. When I look at the
eager young faces before me, I am carried
back in memory to the pleasant yearsI
spent here, and a similar function that I,
as a student, attended. How different
seems the future that then lay before me,
from the everchanging patterns that the
years now present to you! In my day the
future seemed fairly predictable. But
today, though we are planning everything
from the family to international relations,
the confusion is stupendous, and the future
dim and full of portends, However, I am
concerned today to look a bit closely at
this future, and leave the past alone for a
change, Not that the past is inglorious,
especially of this college. But I feel that
the real and only purpose of the past is to
equip you for the future, and it is a mistake
in this stream-lined age to carry a dead
weight of idle superstitions on your back,
and think it something precious and useful,

It is the future with which we are
concerned. Eachin his own way we have
to adapt ourselves to face the changing
times. For this I think a certain mental
attitude has to be cultivated. First of
all, we have to take it for granted that the
changesin social patterns that we seeall
around are there for good. Nobody can
put the clock back. Also, we have to
convince ourselves that these changes are
something desirable, something worth
striving for. This alone can generate in
us an enthusiasm for these new ideals. It

seems to me that a real threat to the
success of our plans lies in their failure to
generate a living and burning enthusiasm,
We have got so apathetic that nothing
would penetrate into our dull conscious.
ness. Itis hard to find the cause or
prescribe a remedy for this state of affairs.

Who can deny that the future, though
different from all that has gone before, is
full of promise? It needsno great vision
to see the great adventure that is going on
all around us. And surely the students of
this college are the natural inheritors of an
adventurous tradition, That was the
spirit which brought the pioneer mission-
aries from Basle to this remote and distant
place. They always put first things first.
Morley said of Truth that it matters a great
deal whether you put it in the first place
or the second. To you young men, facing
a future full of conflicting loyalties, I
would say, put country first, and every-
thing else, next, If you would only do
that, and drop the attitude of ‘safety first®
which we have somehow now adopted as
our our fundamental article of faith, you
too canshare fully and gaily in the great
adventure thatis now changing the very
face of this country,

What I said about planning and future
in general) is applicable with particular
furce to the future of this college. Dr
Pavamani has mentioned how the changes
in the educational policy of the Govern-
ment would affect the life of this college.
To be or not to be-that is the question.
Only the vision and support of the citzens
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of Calicut can save the situation. To the
old students of this college, this presents a
duty and an opportunity. I must say
that the public response has been generous
But much more has to be done, and your
continued co-operation and support are ef
vital importance.

This year we need about a lac of
rupees, and we would require 2-3 lacs of
rapees, in the course of the next four
years. To those of you who have the
interests of the college at heart, I would
appeal to give without waiting tobe asked,
You know very well that it would not be
possible for the Principal to contact each

one of you individually. Nor should it be
necessary. Letus make a small 5 Year
Plan of our own, and collect during that
period all the money this college would
need to establish itself as a First Grade
College. Let us meet this challenge, in the
spirit of the poet’s immortal words ‘““when
we have matched our rackets to these
balls, we will,in France, by God’'s grace
play a set—"’ .

Friends, I have the greatest pleasure
to propose the toast of the College. I
hope you would join me in pledging our
whole-hearted support to make the future
worthy of the past.




Reply to the Toast of the College

By

Mr, J. Chittayagam,B. 4, L, T.
Member of the College Council.

Mryr. President, Ladies & Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to reply on
bzhalf of the Management, to the toast of
the College, that has just been proposed
by Dr. Balakrishnan, the President of the
Old Students’ Association. Let me thank
the Old Students for the toast and the feli-
citous in which it was proposed. The toast
of the College has been a feature of the
Annual College Day celebrations, and it is
proof at once of the filial regard which
animates the Old Students as also the
interest that the institution takes in its
alumini,

On an occasion like this one is irresis-
tibly reminded of the humble beginnings
of this institution and its subsequent
growth through the decades. Started asa
Primary School more than a century ago
by the Basel German Evangelical Mission,
the institution grew from strength to
strength, grew in popularity and status
until it attained its present position as a
Second Grade College abour half a century
ago, As many of you are aware, this jnsti-
tution has been ‘transplanted’, so to say,
twice while it was yet a High School-first

when it moved from Kallai to the-centre -

of the town, near the Mananchira, and
then from there to the present site. Well,
now I am afraid the process has started
again. The High School is moving not
out of this place, but out of the main block
This is a sacrifice which the High School is
making so that the collegiate section can
grow and expand and become more useful
to the public which it has served so well
for so many years,

gus;

- past,

Perhaps in very few ‘institutions will
one find the classes running from the
lowest,i. e. from the 1st class in the
Primary section to the Senior Intermediate
or Senior B, A, class in the collegiate
section. We have till now successfully
resisted the suggestions of the Educational
Department to close down the Frimary
section ; for ifwe did, it would have been a
big disappointment to many a parent, who
hoped to send his son to the same school
where, he, as an infant, learned his 3 R’s,
And so here come the children, grand-
children and great grand - children of our
former pupils and we extend to these
generations of students an affectionate
welcome.

Dr. Balakrishnan has referred to the
changing times and to new problems facing
He has also reminded us about what
Morley said-that one should put Truth-:
first and foremost. We here, have always
put the-eternal spiritual values first and
foremost, and the rest would necessarily
follow. Perhapsno other institution has
Lad so cosmopolitan a staff as we had in
Missionaries from Germany, Switc
zerland, France, England, Australia and
Russia have served this institution—we had
in addition to Malayalees frem this distrit
and from Cochin and Travancore, men
from Tamilnad, Andhra, Karnataka and
Konkan on our staff. We never hada
sectarian or communal outlook and never
will we depart from this, Ours has been
one of Christian service to all.

So much for the past — but what about
the future ? One might be tempted tobe
complacent and say with Omar Khayam :
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‘Unborn to-morrow, dead yesterday,

Why fret about them, if today
be sweet.’

The College is now —as the Principal
has already told you-faced with the
many problems connected with its upgard-
ing. Perhaps at no time in its long history
has this institution stood in need of help
and co-operation from the public as well as
the Old Students, as it does now. Itis
therefore with no little gratitude that we
have listened to the appeal that has just
been made by the President of the Old
Students’ Association, to the Old students
and the public, to come to the aid of the

College in this crisis, We are confident:
that they will notlet us down, but that

they will continue to extend to the institu-
tion the same help and co-operation as in

the past. To us our Old Students are an

asset ; the Collegeexpects them allloyally

and whole-heartedly to support it now. I

hope and trust that the appeal by the

President of the Old Students’ Association

will not be in vain,

Let me once again thank Dr,
Balakrishnan and the Old Students for the
toast and for their expression of loyalty-
and affection to their Alma Mater.




LIST OF PRIZE-WINNERS

Class I: Preficiency in English :
(1954-55) % Malayalam :

5 Sanskrit :

" Mathematics:

r Physics:
.. Chemistry :
e Modern Histery :
n Indian History :
o Logic :

Class [I: General Proficiency :

(1954 - 55)

Special Prizes:

Sarojini Prize : Proficiency in History:
(instituted by Mr. Kunhikrishnan Nair in memory of his

daughter Sarojini who died while she was a student
hsre) Rs: 10/-

Gundert Prize of Rs: 40/- General Proficiency :
Old Students’ Association Scholarship of Rs: 50/-

(awarded to that student of Class I who joins from the
College High School and, who, not having failed in any
subject, obtains the highest aggregate number of marks
in the S. S, L. C. Examination)

Old Students' Association Prize of Rs: 25/-:
awarded to the woman student who obtains the highest
number of marks in the Annual Examination of Class I)

C. K. Ramadas Memorial Prize of Rs. 15/-:

(instituted by the friends of the late C.K. Ramadas, cne
of our Old Boys, awarded to that student in Class I who
obtained the hichest number of marks in English and
Malayalam together in the S. S. L. C. Examination)

Padmanabhan Nair N.V.
Vijayaram P. K. G.
Krishna Panicker M. K.
Gangadharan V.
Unnikrishnan T.
G=ngadharan V,
Balakrishnan S.
Venugopalan V. M.
Nanu P.

Rajalakshmi K.
Ramachandran K.

Rajalakshmi R,

Gangadharan V.

Gopalan P. R,

Anna [, Z.

Gopalan P. R.



Arthur Henry Prize :
(instituted by the late Mrs Henry in memory of her son,

one of our old boys, who died in Ethiopia: for proficiency
in Logic) Rs. 25/-

Nedungadi Prize:

(instituted by Dr. Nedungadi Trust to two deserving
students one in Class I and other in Class II) Rs: 10/-

Balaji Prize

(instituted by Mr, & Mrs. T. M. Thomas in memory of their
son Samuel - Balaji — who died on Nov. 8, 1952 - awarded
to the student who got the highest marks in Mathematics,

Physics and Chemistry in the Annual Examination of
Class I) Rs. 20/-

Old Student’s Prize of Rs: 100/- per year

(instituted by Mrs N. K. Mythili Achuthan in memory of
hsr late husband, Dr. N. Achuthan, one of our old
students, ;to bs awarded to ths most deserving poor
student in the Junior Intermediate )

Dr. N, Achuthan Memorial Prize : Rs: 50/-

(instituted by Mrs N. K. Mythili Achuthan in memory of
her late husband, Dr. N. Achuthan, ocne of our old
students, to be awarded to the most deserving poor
student in the Junior Intermediaie.)

Dr Itty Verghese Memorial Prizs : Bewilse

(instituted by Mrs Itty Verghese in memory of her late
husband Dr. Itty Verghess, one of our old students)
Prizes awarded by the Malayalam Association.

Versification :
Essay Writing :

- Short - story writing :

Rajalakshmi R.

Unnikrishnan T. CI. II.

Rajan Damodaran
ME RS E

Gangadharan V. °

Radhakrishnan P. K.

Archibald K.

Lily Agnes Isaac.’

Krishna Paniker M. K.
Class II

Abdul Vahab T. V.
Class I

Padmanabhan Nair N. V.

Class II.



Reports of College Associations

THE COLLEGE PARLIAMENT

The activities of the College Parlia-
ment this year may be reported with
justitiable pride. The success of our
Parliamentary activities is in the main,
due to the sustained interest of all our
members and to the co-operation exten-
ded to me by the office - bearers. They
were :

Deputy - Speaker :
Mr. P. R. Gopalan

Woman Speaker :
Miss I. Z. Anna

Deputy-Woman-Speaker :
Miss Vasanthi Kamath

" Class Representatives :

Miss T. Premalatha: Class I
Miss Asoka.Bai : Class Il

The activities of the year were
inaugurated with an address by Sri
Karimpuzha Ramakrishnan M. A. at a
meeting held on July 15, 1955 presided
over by Mr. P. P. Hassan Koya B. A. B_ L.
one of our distinguished Old Students.
On July 28, in response to the call of
the UNO to celebrate World Health Day,
an extraordinary meeting was held when
Mr. L. C. Richard M. A, the Municipal
Commissioner of Kozhikode, delivered a
lecture on ¢ Clean Water-Better Health”
On September 15, 1955, Mr L, N. Rao of
the Servants of India Society spoke on
““ The Forest Tribes of Kerala". This
was a most instructive talk, which pre-
sented in great detail many hitherto less
known customs of our forest tribss and
called for patient and persistent work

among them. On the morning of Oct-
ober 10, 1955 at an extraordinary meet-
ing, Mrs Mary Clubwala Jadhav spoke
on “ Participation in Social Service”.
She reported at some length on the
results of the State Conference of Social
Welfare Workers held at Kozhikode in
the first week of October 1955. Dr.
Malaiperuman, General Secretary of the
Y.M.C. A. of India and Pakistan, address-
ed the Parliament on October 18, 1955,
His speech was mainly aevoted to the
significance of the Centennial Celebra-
tions of the World Alliance of YMCA'’S.

The Parliament celebrated UNO
Day on October 31, 1955 with a speech
by Mr. M. P. Sridharan B. A. (Hons) on
“ The Nature and Signifance of the
UNO". Bscauss of First Term holidays,
the UNO Day could not be organised on
the 24th of October.

A resolution moved by MrK.C.
Kelukutty Nair proposing that “Malabar
District must form part of the Dakshina
Pradesh" was debated on November 11,
1955, Considerable heat was generated
in the course of the discussion in spite
of its being held on Armistice Day, Mr
A.K Abdulla led the Opposition and
many speakers from bceth sides of the
House took part in the debate. The
motion was carried by a slender majority.

/& visiting American journalist Mr.
W. Morrel addressed the Parliament on
November 15, 1955, A large number
ot questions about conditions in the
USA formed a feature of this session.

One of the best speeches delivered
o the Parliament this year was that of
Mr. P, Kodanda Kao of the Servants of
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India Society. He spoke on the reten-
tion of English as the medium of instru-
ction in University classes. This speech
was lislened to with rapt attention as
Mr, Kodanda Rao presented an irrefut-
able case for the retention of English
with his wusual lucidity and close
reasoning.

The Parliament was privileged to
hear Mrs. Lakshmi N. Menon, Parliament-
ary Secretary to the External Affairs
Ministry. She spoke on the need for
discipline among students.

Our Parliament joined hands with
the College Parliaments of Guruvayoor-
appan and Farook Colleges on 17, 1956
to welcome a Chinese Cultural Dzlega-
tion headed by Mr. Mu Han, Vice-
Mayor of Peking. Dr. V., G. M. Pavamani
presided on the occasion, Both Mr Mu
Han and the Vice-Chancellor of the
Shantung University spoke on this
occasion, The latter speech was on the
educational system in People's China.

The Valedictory Address of the
Parliament was delivered by Dr. James
M. Davies M. A., Ed D of the University
of Michigan. His address as on ‘“As-
pects of Higher Education in the United
States”. . A large number of questions
were asked by the membsrs after his
speech.

The record of ‘our work this year
makes impressive reading; and I take
pride that it has bsen given to me to
present itto you. It is to be hopad
that the Parliament has helped all its
msmbers to enlargs their understanding
and broaden their vision. All these
achievements have been possible only
bscause of the abiding interest that Dr.
V. G M. Pavamani hastaken in our
work., On behslf of all the members of
Parliament I place on record our high
appreciation of his help and guidance.

FREDERICK NUMBY
College Speaker




SOCIAL -SERVICE I'EACUE
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The League has been very active
during '55—'56. We have 48 active
members, more than half of whom work
in the Adult Education Classes condu-
cted by the League and the rest belong
to the Manual Labour group. There is
no water-light compartmentalisation of
the two groups.

From May 1 to May 21, 1955 the
League organised a Youth Summer
Camp of 52 members in the Community
Project Area of Kuttuparamba. A full
report of the camp is given elsewhere
in this issus. We learn that this year
Government grants are not available for
such Youth Summer Camps, and not
bzing financially a stable association,
we will not be able to organise any such
camps during this vacation.

In the Adult Education Classes,
members of the League helped 28
adults with regular night classes bet-
ween 6-30 and 7-30 in the evenings.
The night classes were closed during
the Christmas holidays, and but for this
gap, the Adult Education Group fun-
ctioned throughout the year,

The Manual Labour Group helped

in the laying of a road from Asokapuram

to Karimpana Bridge within Kozhikode
Municipality, On the 21st, 22nd, and
29th January, 20 members of the League
worked from 7 to 11 in the morning

with a break of } an hour for breakfast
at 9. Qurs was the first group of volun-
teer workers to be employed on this job,
and after we had started, a large number
of volunteer organisations participated
in the laying of the road. The work on
the road is expected to be completed
before the end of March. On 26th and
27th February, members of the League,
17 in number, helped to remove debris
from the site of a demolished building
in B. E. M. Girls' High School as part of
their contribution to the raising of a

much -needed hall for the School.

I believe that the members of the
League have carried forward the tradi-
tions of selfless service which have
been built up in past years. Increasingly
it has become evident that the Social.
Service League is one of the most
important associations in College life,
not only by its all - round activity, but
because it is perhaps the only association
that brings students into contact with
the problems of society. While expres
sing the fervent hope that the status
of the League would be maintained in
the years to come, I must express the
thanks of all members of the League to
our Principai Dr, V. G. M. Pavamani,
for his guidance and unstinted support

BuASKARAN KovYILIE,
Secretary




Science Association

Professor Kannan Nambiar of the
‘Govt. Training College, Kozhikode, in-
augurated the Association with a lecture
on the “Story of the Earth”. Mr. P. P.
Krishnan B. Sc. (Hons.) presided on' the
occasion. Ina very interesting lecture
Professor Nambiar gayve us a picture of
how our planet is attracted by the other
planets in the universe like the sun, and
how the effects of these attractions are
experienced by human beings.

During the year, Mr. V. G. Tambe
gave us an instructive talk on “‘The hydro-
genation of oils." Mr. A. V. Harihara Iyer
M. A, L. T, presided over this: meeting.
Mr. Tambe gave a detailed description of
the method ot Vanaspali manufacture,
from groundnut cil. He pointed out that
after manufacture, Vanaspati is further
purified and then fortified by the addition
of the required quantity of vitamins He
emphatically asserted that there isno
truth’in the allegation that Vanaspati is
not a healthy substitute for ghee,
Mr Tambe took pains to, tell us of the
various animalfeeding experiments which

were being conducted in various places
in India which show that mice fed on
Vanaspati were not having any eye-
trouble.

Mr. Holyroyd, B. B. C. Representative
in India, spoke on ‘“The British Broad-
casting Corporation’. After his address;
he answered questions put to him, some
of which were cn Television andits work-
ing in the United Kingdom. He refused to
be drawn into a discussion on the merits
or demerits of the AIR, claiming that it
was a matter for the radio listeners of
India to form their opinions uninfluenced
by any foreign notices.

The members of the Committee this
year were : Achuthan Nair and Pushpa-
lata from Class I, and Vijayan and
Shantakumari from Class I. It is a pleasure
to thank them for their co-operation in
the work of the Association.

P. Jayarajan, Class II
Secretary.
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History Association

The Inaugural Address of the Associ-
ation was delivered by Mrs. Dsvaki
Damodaran M. A., L. T., on August 4,
1955. Her speech was mainly devoted to
the falsification of history by students
of history who carry on historical
ressarch with a political purpose to moti-
vate their findings. The speech was very
interesting and wass listened to with rapt
attention by a large audiencs.

In October 19,1955, Mr 1. G. Menoki
B. A.,B. L,an old boy of the College,
addressed the Association on “The Pros-
pects of Peace.” The speaksr held that
India's foreign policy is the greatest f2ctor
for World Peacz; and that thanks to
India, an "area of peace" has already
come into being.

Mr. Hubbard H. Heath, Asst Cultural
Officer of the U. S I. S., spoke on “The
Foreign Policy of the USA” on January
18,1956. Mr. Heath developed the thesis
that the fundamental aims of the USA
and India were the same, but that the
approach to international problems of
these two nations differed from time to
time bacause of their differing geogra-
phical positions. :

Mr. Waechter, a visitor from the
Federal Republic of Germany to the
Indian Industries Fair, spoke to us on

January 23, 1956. Mr. Waechter spoke
in English and his subject was " The
Reunification of Germany." There was a
lively discussion after Mr. Waechter's
speech in which students and members
of the Staff participated.

The Association organised an excur-
sion to Coimbatore during the Ayudha
Puja holidays. The Excursion Party
made a round of Coimbatore's educa-
tional institutions and spent consider-
able time photographing and studying
the Perur Temple.

The valedictory meeting was organ-
ised on February 15, 1956. A. program
of Ottam Thullal was the highlight of
the evening

In concluding this repori, I must
record my appreciation of the help and
cooperation unstintedly extended to me
by the Asscciation Committee. To Mr,
K. A Ramachandran and Miss P. Sarojini
who represented Class I and to Mr,
N. G. Ramakrishnan and Miss Thelma
John who represented Class I, all mem-
bers of the Association are indebted.

Archibald Kallen,
Class I
Secretary



High School Education in Rhode Island

Interview with T. A. Wilson.

How enviable a turn of events it is
when a student journeys all the way from
the Weastern hemisphere and joins college
on the wastern coast of Indial That
is the happy lot of Thomas Adams Wilson
who is at present attanding our College
for a few wseeks this year. Tom, as hsis
affectionately called by his new-found
friends, hails from Rhodz Island, one of
the Naw England States. Rhodes Island
is the smallest state in the United States
and bslongs to the New England group
of states. It is not an island as its
nam= might suggest. From New York
it is a hundred and eighty miles north to
Rhodz Island, and forty-four miles south
irom Boston. Roger Williams who escap-
ed from England in the 17th casntury in
ths facs of intense Puritan persscution
founded this State. -Today it has bzcome
a highly industrialised area. The first
textile mill in the whole of the United
. States was established here. At present,
Rhode Island's major indusiriss are
jewsllery, plastics, and precision instru-

ments. It has also bzcome famous
as the original home of a tough
breed of poultry, the Rhode Island

Reds, which have become very popular
in India.

Tom has his house in Foster. He has
finished his high school, and in our Coll-
ede, he attends some of ths Pre-Univer-
sity, Senior Intermediate and III B. A
Classes. He wishes tolearn of youth
activities and studies in this country.
Gsenerally speaking. he attends the
English, Economics and History classes,
His special interest, however, is History.

In Rhode Island, high schooling
extends to four years from the 9th to
the 12th grade. During these four

years, Tom studied Algebra ifor two

years, Geometry for one year, Latin for
two y=ars, French for thres years, English
for all the four years, History for two years
American History for one year, Chemistry,
for one year, Physics for one year and
Biology for half ayear. Examinations are
held every half-year and there are daily
tests also. Promotions are decided upon
by adding two-thirds of the marks obtain-
edin the daily class tests to the half-yearly
examination marks. In such a system,
the importance of class tests can be
easily realised. A student is therefore
forcad to sovend two to three hours
every day for his daily class test. In
the ninth grade, whan a student enters
the high school, he has to study five sub-
jectsin all. Ifout of these five subjects,
he do=ss not gst the minimum marks
for promotion in three, then he has to
study in the same grade and work for
another year. If he loses only two
out of these five subjects, then he
must prepare for these two subjects and
qualify himself for them along with the
10th grade subjects. At the end of the
course. it is his own teachers who run the
final examinations and decide the merit
of each student.

The school which Tom attended
was Classical High School which is a
colleg= preparatory High School. There
is no uniform standard or the same final
examinations for all the High Schools in
Rhode Island. In India, a high school
student is tested by a state-wide standard
but no such state-wide standard test is
applied in Rhode Island. Each student
has to qualify by an entrance test if he
wishes to join College after graduation in
High School Thse method of teaching is
also different. There classes are con-
ducted in the form of discussions by
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students undar the supervision of the
teacher. Studsnts prepare previously-
noted subjects at home and then start
the discussion which is guided by the
teacher.

Education is compulsory upto the
age of sixteen. High School education is
free. Books, and stationery are also
supplied ires to the students. Someiimes
teachers give notes in classes, but since
text-books are rather exhaustive, seldom
does the need arise for note-dictation by
the teacher. The standard of education
is rather high. In English. the student
in the high school has to study the works
ot Shakespeare, Tennyson, Wordsworth,
Longfellow ete,, The relations bstween
the teacher and his students are very
cordial, Tom says that thsre is a
class of officars there known as Truant
Officars, whose job is to patrol the city
streets in search of students playing
truant at school. According to Tom, the
only class of people who have no freedom
in Amearica are the students. Hs made
that statemant with a hearty chuckle.

Students do net take active part in
politics. Very szldom do you hear even
of student agitations. Sometime back,
there was a student agitation with re-
gard to some tournament. Students
marched in a preceession with the effigy
of a governor. This is the limit as far as
siudent demonstrations go. In Rhode
Island, Negroes have equal status with the
whites in schools. There is alsc coeduc-
ation. You do not hear of controversies
about cozducational institutions there.

In the first thres years of high school,
students have physical training. Foot-
ball, Tennis, Golf, Basket-ball, Baseball,
' Fencing are sports for boys, Hockey is

generally played by girls. The girls
play tennis, soitball, basket-ball, and go
out skating. There is no scout movement
inside the institutions. Scouting is orga-
nised outside the schools.

There are students who in their
spare time work at some trade and earn
their way. They work in hotels or on
farms. In the summer when hotels do a
brisk business, itis easy for students to
find employment in them.

There is a “legislative assembly" in
Rhode Island intended purely for stud-
ents. The best speakers from each high
school are chosen and sent to this Ass-
embly. All problems discussed by the
State Assembly are discussed by the
Student Assembly ico. This serves as a
training ground for future politicians and
legislators.  Thsre are other debating
clubs which organise inter-school debates
and in each school there are forums
which are organised for debatss and
discussions. The entsrtainmentsin the
school are organised by the Students’
Council- Each class sends its represent-
atives to this Counczil. The Council
submits the various programs for the
acceptance of the Principal of the
school. The major item of
ment is dance. There will be at least
one dance a month.

Tom will be leaving cur College and
India in October. He plans to work for
six months and earn enocugh f{or one
year’s study at College.. He intends to
go to Philad=lphia where he will take up
philosophy as his main study. We wish
him well.

~
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CYBERNETICS

Recentlyl came across a press report
that an Intsrnational Congress on Cyber-
netics was held in Namur, Belgium, be-
tween June 26 and 29, 1256. I had never
heard of Cybarnetics and looked up my
dictionary. But the word was not there
either and I was still more puzzled. I
was determined to find out what all this
businzss of Cybzarnetics is about and the
results of my elem=ntary search are
included in this article.

Norbart Wiener, an American math-
ematician puhlished a book in 1948 titled
Cybsrnetics The name soon bscame a
fashion in the West although it was a
very ancient word for all that. The
ancient Greeks had us=d the word to
mean the art of steering or guiding, part-
icularly the skill of sailing or steering
ships. The Greeks who were a sea-faring
people esteemed this skill so highly that
they cslebrated sp=cial festivals in its
honour.

Modern Cybernetics does not of
course mean the skill of steering ships.
At the Namur Conference on Cyberne-
tics, press reports of which first aroused
my interest in this new word, there was a
discussion on the definition of Cyberne-
tics, on its relation with other sciences,
and on its principles and methads.
Bceording to Norbart Wiener, Cyberne-
tics is concerned with *‘ communication
of commands in human b=ings and in
machines." At the Conference, Prof L.
Coutffignal of France pointed out that
Cybernetics was ‘‘the science of the
effective action of organisms. systems
and their elements,” and that it was
based on” the theory of performance.
From the discussion it seems to me that

cybernetics is a scientific concept that
links biology, technolegy and the study
of machines. It is therefore concerned
with automation as a science, notably
the theory of automatic control and the
theory of computing machines. Such
computers are being used in book-keep-
ing, in insurance companies, in the
processing of dataete. Cybernetics also
deal with ‘rcbots’. Robots are a variety
of mechanical hands that can move and
turn parts, control machines etc.

Automation is playing an increas-
ingly important role in production, in-
creases output, and also ensures a stand-
ard quality. It also releases labour force.
Of course this aspect of automation has
brought about bitter labour troubles.
But automation cannot be stopped just
as the breaking up of machines by
weavers and artisans in the 18th century
didnot put an end to the Industrial
Revolution in England. It is perhaps
right to see that when automation is
introduced, it is done without uprcoting
whole seclions of society. But that
problem is for the social sciences to
solve and not for automation as such.

It ssems that the social problems
raised by automation are being exagger-
ated. When science and technology are
developing so rapidly as they are today,
there will be many new industries (espe-
cially atomic) requiring the creative (as
opposed to automatic)labour of numerous
specialists and workers in operations
which are not suitable for autcmation.

Automation is supplemented by
telemechanisation. A Frerch engineer,
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Laurent, spoke at the Namur Conference
about his experiments in the control of
frains. A telemsachanised locomotive
which ha devised ran for 40 kilomstrss
and stopped exactly where it was meant
to. Aeroplanes flying to set course,
without any pilot on board and landing
at ths desired spot are not “believe it or
not” stuff any longer. Cybernetics makes
them possible. Cybernetics also helps to
control traffic. Computers receive from
electronic counters equippad with photo
czlls information on the number of cars
in ithe streets, do the necessary calcula-
fions and automatically switch on the
green lights where traffic is most
congested

An Austrian delegate to the Namur
conferencz demonstrated ‘“the Vienna
turtle’’ powered by a starage battery. [t
moves, turns round, reacts to sound and
light, pretends to look for food and

develops conditional reflexes. It seeks
light and then moves towards it. When
it collides against some obstacle it re-
treats, turns at an angle of 30 degrees and
then moves forward again. If the collision
is accompanied by sound, a whistle or a
bell, then after it is repeated for 20 times,
the ““turtle’” begins to react to the sound
just as it does to the obstacle. If the
sound is too loud, the turtle becomes
“frightened’” and stops dead.

Modern Cybernetics is ons of the
youngest sciences in the world. It is a
science which frightens men like Orwell
into thinking that the Brave New World
will be populated by robots. But what-
ever be the prejudiczss against it, Cyber-
netics is a science that will live to a ripe
old age.

T. Unnikrishnan,
I B. A, Gr. I -a,



COME TO MAHE!

Maheis a picturesque seaside town
situated at tha mouth of the Mahe river,
torty miles north of Kozhikode. It was a
French colony till August 17,1954 and
today it attracts tourists and excursicnists
as thes only spot in ths whole of Kerala
with a French story to tell. There are
still many families in Mahe who have one
of their msmboars in the French Foreign
Legion or in ths French Overseas Service
or as a studsnt in one of the lycess of
France. And school.going children in
Mahs have taken very kindly to the
French languags. The strests of Mahe
still echo French words and French
acesnts, for the libsration of Mahe from
French political control is not many
years old.

Mahs got her name from the famous
French admiral, Mahe de La Bourdonnais
who establishad French foothold at this
spotin 1725. He chose this spot bzcause
it was a high ridg= on th= sea coast, easily
acczssible by sea, from on top of whose
hills, French guns could control the road
on which trade passed between the Rajah
of Kadathanatte and the English merch-
ents at Tellicherry. Between the French
and the English there wers frequent
battles fought forthe control cf Mahe
and the unpretentious *own changed
hands many times. In 1763 after the
Peace of Paris which brought the Seven
- Years' War 1o a close, Mahe was given
back to the French, and it remained
French till 1954. There are few areasin
India which have had such a long contact
with a Western power.

It was not easy to force the French
to quit Mahe. The national movement
began only in 1938, and at that stage the
main strength of the movement was the
educated -youth. In October 1948,
French administration was paralysed and

for three days the town was ruled by the
representatives of the people. But this
freedom was soon lost, when the French
re-established their power by landing
African troops. From 1948 to 1954, the
French suppressed the national ‘move-
ment with ruthless measures, but finally
in 1954, they were forced to abandon all
hopes of hanging on to Mahe when some
of the pillars of their support gave way
and joined the nationalist movement. The
victory of the movement was largely due
to the fact that a national government
had come into existence in Delhi and
locked upon the strugale in Mahe with
favour. The transfer of power was achi-
eved without shedding blood, and with-
out a single incident. I still remember
the evacuation of the French police and
officials ; it was drizzling, a large crowd
had gathered sensing the historicity of
the occasion, and asthe last boat carry-
ing the French officials sailed away from
the sea shore, there was not a farewell
shot fired.

Where the river joins the sea is one
of the beauty-spots of Mahe. On a quiet
evening, to lean against the parapet of
the steel bridge that spans the river and
waich the glow of myriad clours as the
sun sets in the western sea isa great
spiritual experience. But Mahe is fam-
ous not for matters of the spirit, although
there is no prohibition in Mahe as yet.
She is famous for her hot fish curries and
tor her very delicious pastries and
pancakes. Baskingin a quaintness all
her own, unlike anything to be seen any-
where on the Kerala coast, with a lovely
sea-beach where you can find anglers and
sea-bathers, it is an ideal spot for a
Malayalee interlude.

M. P. Vibhakaran,
Pre-University Class. -
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Mars is the fourth planet in the
order of distance from the sun. In size
it is one-seventh as much as the earth.
In the heavens, it is a prominent object,
its dull red lustre enabling us to locate
it easily. It is 140 million miles away
from the sun, It takes 686 days for
Mars to go round the sun once. Iis
mean diameter is 4200 miles. Mars
comes closer to the earth than any other
major planet and permits close obs=r-
vation by astronomsrs. Scientists be-
lieve that of all the planets, Mars is
most likely to have life. [t is not sure
whether oxygen is available in Mars,
but scientists believe that there is some
kind of life in Mars.

For some itime now, there has bsen
much discussion about flying-saucers;
one set of people have claimed that
they come from Mars. The most
fantastic and funniest ideas have been
cooked up about the appearance and
habits of the Martians. Some writers
who specialise in scientific tiction have
described Martians as women, with
only ons eye and that too in the very
centre of their foreshead. The bslief
that the Martians are preparing for an
invasion of the earth has gained such
currency in some countries of the west
that a recent broadcast commentary
on an alleged invasion of the earth by
the Martians led to a nation-wide
hysteria in the U. S A, '

This year in August when Mars
cams nearest the earth in many years,
‘some American sailors claimed to have
received electronic waves from the
planet Mars in their radios. In 1924

RANDOM ON MARS

also Mars cams near to the earth, the
distance at that time was 34,700,000
miles. For ~some vyears now, many
astronomers have trained their teles-
copes on Mars because they want to
know once and for all, if the planet
can or does support life. Two years .
ago, an International Committee on Mars
was formed and scientists are now
pledged to a greater degree of co-opera-
tion and co-ordinalion.

In 1877, the Italian astronomer,
Schiaperelli discovered lines en Mars
which he named ‘Canali’ or channels.
Lowell, the American astronomer held
that thess are canals which form part of
a great irrigation system. Watching from
his observatory in the Arizonian desert,
Lowell noted not only natural irreqular
waterways, but was impressed by the
unnatural regularity of many of these
csnals. He concluded : “The observer .
apparently stands confronted with the
working of an intellicence, akin to and
therefore appealing to his own. What
he is gazing on typifies not the outcome
of natural forces of an elemental kind but
the artificial product of a mind directing
it to a purposed and definits end." Lowell
saw this as the last-ditch stand of the
Martians against inevitable doom - death
by the ultimate failure of water-supply.
‘The dryina up of the planet is csrtain
to proceed until its surfsce can support
no life at all. Slowly but surely time will
snuff it out. When the last ember is thus
extinguished, the planet will roll a dead
world through space, its evolutionary
career forever ended."” In spite of the
pessimism of Lowell, societies have been
formed in New York and London which
sell for $ 10 a plot of space on Mars to



bs owned by the buyer and occupied
upon perfection of the space-travel
arrangements.

Improved instruments and greatly
dzveloped technique of observation have
now led to the belief that the canals are
irregular in outline, and more and more
astronomers are giving up the theory that
there is life on Mars. But they are care-
tul enough to concede that there may be
other and lower forms of life. Conditions
for these exist on the planet. There may
not be oxygen but as in our earth, lower
forms of life may evolve th=ir own supply.
The temperature is said to range from 95
degrees Fahrenheit below zero to 85
degrees Fahrenheit above and it is per-
tectly possible for life to carry on. Russian
astronomers are of the opinion that the
green areas on Mars indicate the pre-
sence of the lowest forms of vegetation —
which is itself the lowest form of life. If
there are lower forms of life, then it is
only a matter of time for them to evolve
to higher ones as in our own dear eartn.

According to astrology, the sun, the
moon and Jupiter are friendly with

Mars while Venus and Saturn are -its
equals and Mercury its foe. It Mars rules
a man in his ascendant, he will be power-
ful, courageous, bold, enterprising and
warlike. The house where Mars is in his
full glory is Capricorn while in Cancer
he is at his weakest. Capricorn is the
house of Saturn, a black bedy. Mars
which has a red lustre has therefore been
assigned to its ‘greatest glory in Capri-
corn; likewise the watery sign Cancer
which can extinguish fire is said to indi-
cate Mars at its weakest. If Mars occupies
Taurus or Libra he will be slave to women
and would like to appear foppish. If
Mars is in Capricorn, the man will be
extremely rich, blessed with many child-
ren and either a king or a leader. Which
may mean that everyone of us has a little

_of Mars in Capricorn’since who is not a

king or a leader unto himself? Who is not
a master of his mind or captain of
his soul ?

T. K. Hariharan,

Pre-Univetsity Class.
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.~ The bell sounded and there I was
seated in a classroom I0,000 miles from my
home. How did I get here, I mused. I
remembered the day my father first told
me that if I wanted to wait a year before
entering university, I could extend the
already planned European trip to the land
which had stimulated my imagination since
boyhood. A land famous forits riches and
deep-rooted philosophy. A land that had
won her freedom in a way which had awed
the world and on whom the world was now
looking with great interest as she started
her life as a democratic country. And now
I was here seated with students at the
beginning of an experience which was to
prove very rich in its lessons of human and
thus international relations. That night I
wrote in my journal: ‘Here was what I
was hunting. I found India ticking, One
can learn more in a classroom, even in just
one class, about a country than countless
days touring. The spirit, things which
have importance, the humor and the dis-
cipline enforced all have direct relation.
ship to the heart of the country.”

The days flowed on. Each highlighted
by an incident which made it a day to be
remembered and all blended into an ex-
perience never to be forgotten. The end
has now come, as all ends do, and I have
been asked to make some observations on
what I have seen and learned. To make
any observations, unfortunately, it is
necessary to use comparisons with past
-experience.

The standard of educarion, I find,isa
bit lower here than in the U. S. Of course
I must remember that classes are taught
in what is to the students a foreign langu-
age and that thereis a lack of textbooks
and facilities with which the American

schools are equipped. 1 did notice that
your science labs were better in equipment
and material than those in my high school
at home. This, I am afraid, is not the com-
pliment I'd like it to be as my school was
noted for itsclassical and not scientific
courses. . The history department here I
found was truly great, The lecturers made
the subject’ live in a manner I had
never known before. At last I had Mary
Queen of Scots straightened out! She was
a person whose name had always wrought
coniusion for me, until I heard her so ‘well
explained at Malabar Christian College,
My new adventures into Economics and
Politics were so well guided that I learned
much and always enjoyed the interesting
classes.

The biggest difference 'in classes, I
found was in English, English classes at
home are primarily discussion clasces
dealing with the subject matter ‘and ideas
expressed in the piece of literature which
we were reading, For instance while we
were studying Julius Caesar we spent two
periods and later wrote a composition on
‘mob behavior’. The maths and science
courses, of course, are very similar. It was
interesting for me to have explained here
so well what 1 had learned in my school

“and test myself to see how much I had

remembered—I was ashamed at all I had
forgotten.

The attitude and behavior of students
here is really quite similar to that at home.
M. C. C.’s students are better in the lab
and taking an exam because of their
ability to concentrate and their lack of
restlessness which are faults found in the
American students. Horseplay is found
the world over and thank goodnessit is!
Both learning and teaching could berather
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boring without it. Teachers’ attitude and
behavior, as such, are also very similar.
The teachers of the East are famous for
their teaching ability and the teachers
here have certainly confirmed this for me.
The patience and understanding which are
S0 necessary in a good teacher, seem to
come naturally to all here.

The heart of a school is in: its office.
The office here has a quiet, basiness like
atmosphere to it. The most important
thing about this atmosphere is that it can
always be boosted with friendliness and
hospitality. And when you’ve found real
hospitality in an office, you have found a
rare thing! So much thanks to all of you
who make up the office force for making
me feel at home.

This month has verified for me many
things which have occured to me since
I have been abroad. The main thought is
that man is basically the same, wherever
he may dwell, We all have customs and
habits which seem rather silly to foreigners
for instance—wearing a bathing costume

to go for a bicycle ride! Nevertheless,
the similarity is there—it is man’s love to
be different, Excuse me, Mr. Huxley, when
I say that Man many abolish his differences
but never can he abolish his love to
be different. That is the greatness of
mankind ! '

The only way I can conclude is to
again give my heartfelt thanks for every-
thing all of you have done to make this
past month an experience which will
always be fondly remembered. How proud
I'll be when I can return home and tell
those rather narrow — minded people that
India is not only a land of sacred cows,
sarees and half-naked fakirs, but a democr-
atic country of deep - rooted philosophy,
interesting and friendly people and led by
men who have a true concern for the
welfare of the whole human race.

T. A, Wilson,
Visiting Student
Rhode Island, U. S. A,



THOMAS ADAMS WILSON,
Visiting American Student.
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T. UNNIKRISHNAN T. N. PADMANABHAN
Class II Class 1T
Joint holder, Senior Championship Joint holder, Senior Championship

V. K. REVINDRAN : K. P. DEVADAS
‘ Class II Class II
Joint holder, Senior Championship Joint holder, Junior Championship.
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Published by Victor G. M. Pavamani, Principal, Malabar Christian College, Calicut, and
Printed by K. A. Krishran, at the Empire Press, Calicut.
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WESTERN AGENCIES

PALAYAM ROAD, CALICUT.
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MURPHY RADIOS
&
H. M. V. REFRIGERATORS

ELECTRICAL DEALERS & CONTRACTORS,

Radio & Refrigeration Engineers

Branches at :—TELLICHERRY & TIRUR
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For Anything & Everything in UP-TO-DATE PIECE-GOODS,

SILK & WOOLLEN FABRICS, ETC,, AND SAREES
& CHOLY = PIECES

Ust BADSHA STORES
KOZHIKODE

The Best Shopping Centre on the West Coast

Tel : ““Bashastore’’ P. O. Box No. 107 Phone No, 190
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