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AN APPRECIATICN

One’s reminiscences as such of a great Soul
g

 like the late Madhav Seshagiri Prabhu usually

cannot find a place in a book which deals mainly

- with his literary activities. And when one happens

to be a very close relation; he feels peculiarly in-

competent to give his thoughts to the press for

publication.

But as repeatedly desired by Mr. Pai, Iam ‘

Just penning down a few things which struck me
all along as they would sirike any ordinary man
who knew that Mahatma. ,

' His sturdy independance and courage of con- '
viction were remarkable. While on the one hand

- this made him a hero admired by one and all, ke

had, on the other, to endure repeated set backs in

. his official career. He had even to appear for his

M. A. Degree Exatnination in Sanskrit more than

once to get a “Pass”! Why? He had to retircona

comparativily small job! Again why? -

His intelligence, studious habits and scholar-
ship were by-word all over Malabar and South

Kanara. Even whilé his wife (first) was ailing.

from a chronic disease patiently borne to which |

that revered lady ultimately succumbed he would,

after nursing her and looking after ds four young

children, snatch a few moments now and then at
night to apply himself to his books, having the -
young ones around him and lulling them to sleep.
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. He was deeply rehglous, performmg his dally_"

~ pooja regularly. But not at all superstitious. He

; - once literally caught held of a “Dancing Oracle’’
. very common in those days, in front of the temple
. Diety at Tellicherry and prevented him from per-

% formihﬁ his antics to the awe and consternation

of the credulous folk who had assembled in large

numbers. He risked his very life by the act, but

-~ the moral effect on the intelligent youngsters was

very great. ; _
' An intellectual giant, and in all respects a true, :

Grihasta Of the type mentioned in our Puranas, his

‘ biography ought to have been published long ago. -

‘Mr. Madhava Pai in whose hands the work has

fallen is fortunate. By writing this 'bo‘ok,', “ he not

only honours the dzparted Sahitya-Kusala, buthe

also does a real service, in more ways than one to

- the Saraswat residents of the West Coast.

Pr. V. Nageji Rao, M. B. & C. M.
Trivandrum, } Principal Medical Officer, *
19-8-1118 .

Travancore State Forces.
RE [




FOREWORD
When Mr. R. Madhava Pai asked me to write

. a foreword to his biography of the late lamented

‘Mr. M. Seshagiri Prabhu I readily agreed on ac-
‘count of my genuine respect for the memory of
- the departed leader with whom I had been long
acquainted and for whom I had high admiration
and sincere regard. But when I came to know
that so high an authority as my esteemed friend,

 Rao Sahib Mahakavi Ulloor S. Parameswara Iyer =~
~ had alteady favoured the author with a foreword =
I told him that it would be quite superfluous on

‘my part to add another foreword. But Mr. Mad-
hava Pai persisted that I should do so and I had
to yield. Tt is mainly to express my appreciation
for the arduous task of Mr. Madhava Pai that|
_add the following brief preface.

The late Mr. Seshagiri Prabhuwasa jself-madé :

man in the real serse of the term. He belonged to

. a respectable but poor family. With much pecu-
- niary difficulty he managed to pass the Matricula-
- tion and F. A. Examinations with greatcredit. He
_ was obliged owing to poverty to stop his collegiate
. course after he "passed the F. A. Exemination,
He started his career as a Malayalam Munshi on
. a meagre salary of Rs. 15 per mensum. Subsequ-
ently he passed by private study the B. A. and
M. A. Degree examinations with distinction. He
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‘gradually rose in his career and at the time of his
retirement he occupied one of the highest posts in
the Madras Educational Department to which an
Indian could then aspire. Even after retirement
from Government Service Mr. Prabhu continued
his literary activities with great zest. The books
he published and the contributions he made to the
press bear ample testimony to his undoubted pro-
ficiency in English, Malayalam and Sanskrit. The
well-known Orientalist, Dr. Ramakrishna Gopal
Bhandarkar ofinternational fame had high opinion

about Mr. Prabhu’s scholarship in - Sanskrit

literature and gramimar. Mr. Prabhu was an ardent

student throughout his life. He was a notable ex-

~ ample of plain living and high thinking. To see
him was to love and respect him. Mr. Prabhu was *

a great leader of his community and had worked

whole-heartedly for its uplift. The gap created in
- the community by his demise still remains unfilled
though it occurred nearly two decades ago. When
- the death of Mr. Prabhu was announced at the
meeting of the Goud Saraswat Brahmin Parishad
held at Alleppey in May 1924 under the disting-
~ uished Presidency of Swami Suvicharanand (for- :
‘merly Mr. D. Ganapath Rao of Calicut), the
“whole audience was plunged into extreme sorrow’

‘and excitement. I was present at the meeting and “~

. shall never forget this melancholy incident. One
_ of the prominent members of ‘the Parishad —a
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devoted admirer of the departed leader-lay down
_in the Parishad pandel almost unconscious and
cried aloud. A condolence resplution was at once
~ passed and  a decent contribution in money was
~ voluntarily made ty the audience for the purchase
- of Mr.- Prabhu’s library. Such was the deep
- affection and high regard in which the departed
leader and scholar was held by his community.
~In spite of the fact that Mr. Prabhu was an orna-

_ ment to his community no permanent memorial

“to his memory has yet come into existence. Many

writings of importance left by Mr. Prabhu still

remain unpublished. I trust that the Goud Sara-

swath Brahmin Mahasabha, (the successor of the

Parishad) whose main object is the uplift of the

- community will take steps to remove these defects
without further delay. -

The task of collecting the manuscrlpts and

arranging and publishing them may be safely

entrusted to Mr. Madhava Pai, the author of this
brochure. Rao Sahib Mahakavi Parameswara Iyer
“has in his characteristic and inimitable® style exX= i
pressed his high apprematlon of the arduous task

of Mr. Madhava Pai /in writing this excellent e

biography of the Scholar and gramfarian of
Malabar. He begins the book by narrating briefly

_ the life-history of Mr. Prabhu. The various pub-
. lished books of Mr. Prabhu and his contributions

to the Malayalam Press are then taken into
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consideration and the author’s comments on them
are very instructive and interesting. The book is
-written in easy, elegant and attractive style and
~ language. The author has laid his community
under deep obligation by producing an interesting
life-sketch of an outstanding leader of the com~
. munity. I have great pleasure in congratclating
the author on the success of his task and I trust =
that the Malayalam knowing Public will extend to
him their unstinted help and encouragement.

Trivandrum, } ‘N. G. Narayana Rao 8. A, B. L,
4-7-1118. Retired High Court Judge, i
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