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“ihe bonds of friendship and affection that unite your
Imperial Majesty’s great people with the people of cur Church
go back to tne beginnings of history And for the past
fifteen centuries since Chalcedon, our common conviction regar-
ding the essential unity of the Person and Nature of Our Lord
Jesus Christ has always been a strong bond uniting us in peace
and truth

Yet anocher golden bond that unites our peoples is the
happiness and appreciation we feel at tie wonderful [eadership,
that your Imperial Majesty has given to the development and
reform of the great Ethiopian Church. [t was during your
Imperial Majesty’s. Kegency_ that this ancient national Church
regained Its right to nave its own bisnops, and we have watched
with great interest the progressive steps by wiich the Church
has become free from outside domination, to follow its own
programme of consolidation and progress.

We ourselves have had to go through severalstruggles be-
fore the autocephalous independence of the Indian Church was
restored Some of our brethren here have not yet accepted
the Catholicate.  This in its turn has led to the protracted
Obligations and disputes. It is cur fervent prayer that through
the prayers and good offices of Your imperial Majesty and the
Bishops of Your Church this breach of peace may be healed.

May we use this occasion finally tosay also that there are
many spheres in which we of the Eastern Cnurches should come
together into closer fellowship and co-operation. The exchange
of theological students and staff, joint conferences, joint projects
of evangelism and service, occasional visits by the prelates of
one Church to the peopls of another, these are some of the ways
that we could expiore with Your lLnparial Majesty’s help and
leadership.”

(Address of Welcome, C. ™. S, Press, Kottayam)
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