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EABLY CARMELITES IN MALABAR

Sri. V. C. George, B. A., L. T., Kuravilangad

Throughout the long history of the
Catholic Church there have been inst-
ances without number of latent mysteri-
ous forces within it taking shape and
actively working in clear-cut movements
and well-knit organisations to effectively
counter-act influences and currents of
thought that threatened to disrupt the
unity and defy the sanctity of the great
Mystical Body of Christ. The truth of
this statement is borne out by the facts
and circumstances connected with the
rise and fall of various Schisms and He-
resies both in the East and the West. As
in the case of certain living organisms
which are endowed with inborn powers
to repair losses sustained at the hands of
hostile agencies, the Catholic Church
has been provided with-the capacity to
repair wonderfully damages caused to it
by disobedient and rebellious children,
and by wild and unrelenting foes. This
is indeed a powerful reminder of Christ’s
assurance that the Gates of Hell shall
not prevail against His Cherished
Spouse.

The Church in Malabar has had
periods of progress and fame, of decline
and dismay, chasing each other; but the
seventeenth century marked a critical
phase in the history of this Church far
exceeding all others in the intensity of
internecine quarrels, complexity of dis-
ciplinary disputes, and wantonness of
State interference. A good portion of
these disturbing factors should be deemed
a legacy from the Synod of Diamper of
1599 convened by Archbishop Menezes of
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Goa. Up to the time of that Synod the
Malabar Syrian community was a homo-
geneous body following the Chaldean
Rite and acknowledging the Supreme
Authority of the Pope through the Chal-
dean Patriarchs of Babylon. Early
European Missionaries who worked in
Malabar recognised the Syrians of the
country as fellow-Catholics, ministered
unto their spiritual needs in all possible
ways, though the missionaries followed
the Latin Rite, different from the Chal-
dean in details, non-essentials and exter-
nals. One of the objects of the Synod of
Diamper was to make the Malabar Syri-
ans to comform to the Latin Rite, to
eliminate the intermediary authority of
the Patriarch of Babylon, and to bring
the See of Angamale directly under the
authority of the Archbishop of Goa.
Following the Synod the See of Anga-
male was deprived of the governance of
a Chaldean Prelate, and it was placed
under the administration of a Latin-
Rite Bishop, Francis Roz. The Arch-
deacon and the [Chaldeo-Syrian leaders
considered the innovations made by the
Synod beyond endurance, and wanted
the old order of things restored, especi-
ally after Dom Menezes had withdrawn
from Malabar with all the royal splen-
dour and military strength that surro-
unded him throughout his triumphant
march across the country. Also the.
Syrians could not tolerate the view that
“the Bishop of Guova (Goa) was the
Bishop of Malabar and the whole of
India” and “that no one without his
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leave could interfere with the Christians
of these parts”’, and “ that those who
went to minister the Sacraments to the
Christians of Malabar without the leave
of the Bishop of Goa were thieves who
did not enter through the door to the
sheep-pen.”” (Vide Antonio De Porto’s
letter to the King of Portugal. The
Jesuits in Malabar, Vol I, p. 160).
Regardless of these pretensions of
the Goan Archbishop the Syrians desi-
red to get down Chaldean bishops from

- Babylon to rule over them and carried

on negotiations for that purpose. Some

| of the missionaries from the West could
- not brook the presence of Chaldean Bi-
. shops in Malabar,
- gave the missionaries all possible facili-

though the latter

ties to work among the Malabar Syrians
for their spiritual welfare. In this con-

. nection the following extract from a
- letter written to Fr. Acquaviva, General
. of the Society of Jesus, by Fr. Abraham
- di Georgio, S. J., in December 1593 is

significant : * My Father, till now I have
wandered throughout this Serra of San
Thome, with other companions, adminis-
tering the Sacraments etc,, according
to the good custom of the Society. The
fruit we obtain among this people is very
great, as can be gathered from the letters

. of Fr, Provincial, Francis Cabral etc.
- Yet I shall not cease to beg with all my

heart and with tears that Your Patern-
ity should deign to help the great needs

| of this poor Christian people, both in

temporal and spiritual things; and

- chiefly (as Your Patenity knows well).
' that the Archbishop here is a heretical

Nestorian and lives worse than a pagan,
a beastly and carnal life. I leave Your
Paternity to conclude what disciples and
ministers he will leave after himself, and
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what kind of doctrine he will sow."”

(Ibid p 173).

The great volume of care and love
bestowed on lhe Malabar Syrians by the
European missionaries, be they Trini-
tarians, Franciscans, Dominicans or
Jesuits, and their spiritual ministrations
among them could not wean them of
their deeprooted affection for their own
Chaldean Bishop. The more the Prelates
and Priests of the Latin Rite strove
to alienate the Syrian community from
the See of Babylon and from the Chal-
dean Rite, the stronger became their
attachment to the Patriarchate of Baby-
lon and their unwillingness to give up
their traditional and time-honoured
Chaldean Rite. Thus in 1653, more than
half a century after the Synod of Diam-
per, in response to persistent demands
from Malabar, a Chaldean Bishop wished
to enter the Serra claiming authority
from the Pope and the Patriarch of
Babylon ; and the Malabar Syrian com-
munity was eager to give him a hearty
welcome into their K midst. But the

~ Portuguese authorities stood in their

way ; and troubles unprecedented in the
annals of Christianity in India arose in
consequence.

The Babylon-phobia of the European
missionaries of those days was ill-
founded since in the seventeenth century
there was aline of Chaldean Patriarchs
presiding over the Chaldean Church and
occupying the Patriarchal Throne in sub-
mission to the Supreme Pontiff of Rome.
Of these Patriarchs two, Simon III and
Simon IV, deserve special mention as
Pope Alexander VII sent letters to the
Ruler of Persia soliciting his help on
their behalf. Pope Innocent X ruled from
1644 to 1655 and the Malabar Syrians,
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always attached to the See of Rome, had
ample justification in taking the newly
arrived Bishop Ahathalla at his word
when he asserted in his letter to Malabar
gsent from Mylapore that he had come
with authority derived from Pope
Innocent X. Headed by the Archdeacon
the Syrians convened a meeting at Uda-
yamperoor to consider the claims and
title of Mar Ahathalla; and Archbishop.
Garcia of Cranganore, was requested to
attend it and give his guidance regard-
ing future procedure. The Archbishop,
refusing to attend the meeting, sent a
message in condemnation of the Chal-
dean Bishop. The Syrians resolved to
meet Chaldean Prelate and to ascertain
for themselves how far reliable his pre-
tensions had been. Meanwhile Ahathalla
was removed from Mylapore taken in a
Portuguese ship bound for Goa Via
Cochin, and the Archdeacon and his
followers resolved to meet him at Cochin.
But the ship with Ahathalla did not
enter Cochin harbour, The Command-
ant of the wvessel anchored outside the

bar, and after two days set sail in the
direction-of Goa.  An extract from the
letter which the Syrian Priests and

beople wrote to the Captain of Cochin
Fort well indicates the intensity of their
attachment to the Holy See and their
eagerness to receive Bishop Ahathalla
in their midst. It reads thus: ' We beg
of your honour for the love of God and
of Christian community that you now
endeavour to bring back ‘the Patriarch
(Ahathalla) whom the Paulists (Jesuits)
have taken from us, so that truth may
be known and we may obey ; and in case
the Patriarch cannot be produced, he
having been killed by the Paulists, let
any other person of any of the four

religious Orders come here, by order of
the Supreme Pontiff, a man who knows
Syriac and can- teach us our Office,
except the Paulists, whom we do not at
all desire, because they are enemies of
us and of the church of Rome ; with that
exception let any body come and we are
ready to obey without hesitation.” (The
Jesuits in Malabar, Vol. I, p 50.) Soon
after the Portuguese ship left Cochin in
the directon of Goa, rumour spread all
over the country that the Chaldean
Bishop had been drowned in the sea.
The uncharitable remarks regarding
Jesuits in the above quoted letter might
have taken root in that groundless rum-
our, But there cannot be the least
shadow of justification for the subse-
quent steps that Syrians took. They
met at Mattancheray and took an oath,
the notorious Coonen Cross Oath, declar-
ing that they would no longer obey
Archbishop Garcia nor have anything
to do with the Paulists. This occured
ou the 3rd January 1653.  Subsequently
forged letters in the name of the Pope
and of Bishop Ahathalla were produced
by Ittythomman Kathanar, a prominent
Syrian priest, authorising the consecra-
tion of Archdeacon Thomas as Bishop
of the Serra with the imposition of hands
made by twelve priests. This mock
ceremony was performed on 22nd May
1653 at Alengad. Thereby Archdeacon
Thomas became Metran Mar Thoma Lz
and four councillors including Ittithom-
man Kathanar were appointed to advise
the pseudo-bishop in the administration
of the Christianity of the Serra or Mala-
bar. What a short cut of Hpiscopacy! :
It was indeed a great pity that the fore-
fathers of Ittythomman Kathanar and
others who staged the consecration
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drama at Alengad could not think of
such a short cut and had to cross the
ocean and traverse mountains often
endangering their lives to reach Persia,
Mesopotamia, Constantinople and other
far away places in quest of duly conse-
crated Bishops to preside over their
Church. Installation of the pseudo-Bi-
shop Mar Thoma as the spiritual head
of the Syrians in defiance of the legiti-
mate authority of Archbishop Garcia
meant the outbreak of a lamentable
Schism, and the remnants of this Schism
have been haunting the path and mar-
ring the progress of the Malabar Syrian
community for about three hundred
years.

Divine Providence can certainly
evolve good out of evil; and the nas-
cent Schism of the pseudo-bishop Mar
Thoma helped to secure for Malabar the
inestimable services of a Religious Order
whose impact on the missionary, educa-
tional and cultural development of the
Syro-Chaldean community has been one
of the most important and permanent
features of Catholicism in Malabar. Tt
will be rccalled that in the letter addres-
sed to the Captain of Cochin in the name
of the entire Syrian community mention
was made of four religious orders other
than the Society of Jesus, a member of
any one of which, if consecrated Bishop,
would be gladly accepted by the Syrians
as their Spiritual Head, in place of Bi-
. shop Ahathalla. Included among the
four was the Carmelite Order which had
much to its credit and nothing to its
discredit in the eyes of the Malabar Sy-
rians. Earlier in the century, about 1642,
two Carmelite Friars from Goa visited
Malabar and had close spiritual contact
- with the Syrian community, visiting

their parishes, giving them religious
instruction and administering Holy Sa-
craments to them. The traditional
Marian devotion of the Syrians and
their abstemious life in general forged a
powerful link in the friendly relations
between the visiting monks and the
Syrian people, and the Monks wanted to
start a permanent Mission in Malabar.
But Archbishop Garcia did not favour
the idea as Ildefonso testifies, and the
Carmelites had to return to Goa in great
disappointment, after several months of
toil. The Malabar Syrian leaders in the
thick of their unfriendly attitude to-
wards Archbishop Garcia looked up to
the Carmelites for help, and the Syrian
Party that stood against the Schism as
well as the adherents of Mar Thoma re-
quested Friar Joseph Alexius of Jesus,
one of the two Carmelite Fathers who
had been in India and already well-
known to them, to submit their petitions
to the Holy See to send Carmelite Fa-
thers to Malabar as early as possible.
Friar Joseph Alexius sent the petitions
with a letter of his own to the Carmelite
Monks of the Scala Monastery, Rome;
and through them the Holy See was
apprised of the incidence of the Schism
and other matters relating to Malabar.
Fr. Haycinth de Magistris, S. J., sent by
Archbishop Garcia to Rome to report on
the situation, here, also revealed to the
Holy See how matters stood in Malabar.
Pope Alexander VII could not brook
delay, and the Carmelite Superior Gene-
ral was asked by the Holy Father to
select four able, learned and zealous
members of the Order to be sent to Mala-
bar with the utmost expedition. Accor-
dingly, the Superior General, Friar
Joachim of Jesu Maria, (1653—1556)
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selected four Friars, Haycinth of Sf,
Vincent of the Roman Province, Marcel
of St. Yuone of Cologne Province,Vincent
of St. Catherine of Lombardy Province
and Joseph Sebastiani of St. Mary of the
Roman Province to be members of the
Mission to Malabar. The Sacred Congre-
gation of Propaganda Fide at a special
meeting convened on Nov. 22, 1655
decreed that Fr. Haycinth of St. Vincent
should be sent to Malabar with two or
three suitable companions also acceptable
to him to gather correct information re-
gardiug affairs there and to nogotiate
with the Archdeacon who had usurped
episcopal dignity and with his followers
with a view to absolve him and to bring
him back to the bosom of the Holy
Mother Church of Rome.” But for the
sake of greater security in a matter of
such importance the Holy Father direc-
ted that the members of the Mission
should be seperated into two groups
furnished with seperate Briefs of identi-
cal character, and that one group should
undertake the journey by land and the
other by sea. Though both the groups
were meant for the same destination
. this precaution was to be taken so that,
if any thing untoward occured to one
party the other might reach the goal
and carry on the negotiations in time.
Fr. Haycinth as' Commissary Apostolic
was to have Fr, Marcel as his companion
and to undertake the journey by sea
taking ship at Lisbon in the direction
of Malabar. Fr..Joseph of St. Mary
furnished with the same dignity and
authority as Fr. Haycinth and his com-
panions were to reach India by land
travelling through Arabia and Persia.
The necessary papers were drawn up,
their dates varying from 12th January

to 19th February 1556. Fr. Haycinth
was the first to start. Leaving Italy by
sea he reached Lisbon, but since he had
to stay for more than an year at the
Portuguese Capital. Fr. Joseph was the
first to reach India along with his com-
panions and with Fr. Mathew of St.
Joseph whom he picked at the Carme-
lite Monastery of Goa on account of his
knowledge of India and her people. The
companions of Fr, Joseph from Europe
were Fr. Vincent Maria of St. Catherine
Fr. Raphael of St. Alexius, and Fr. Aloy-
sius of St. Thomas.

If Fr. Joseph and his companions
had to undertake a perilous journey pas-
sing through Syria, Arabia and Persia
no less perilous were their journeyings
through the length and breadth of Mala-
bar in the performance of their task.
They had to face the contumacy of the
pseudo-bishop Mar Thoma, to escape the
snares set for them by the Schismatics, to
encounter the opposition of Archbishop
Garcia and the Portuguese authori,tiés
who had no sympathy for the Carme-
lites, to exhibit the Papal Letters every-
where to earn sympathy and popularity
for themselves, to exhert the erring and
disobedient priests and people to return
to the True Fold, to enlighten the doubt-
full and the wavering regarding the
status and functions of the Mission and
to encourage and receive those who were
willing to renounce the Schism, Over
hills and dales, across deep backwaters
and along eddying rivers Fr. Joseph and
his fellow-Carmelites, often weary and -
hungry, devoid of needed rest and ade-
quate food, travelled from one end of
the Serra to the other in their attempt
to put an end to the Schism, They con-
vened meetings, held conferences with
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priests and lay leaders, interviewed
Rulers and Princes, won over entire
parishes, and sent ex-Schismatic priests
and clerics without any valid ordina-
tion, having been ordained by the pse-
udo-bishop to Archbishop Garcia for re-
ordination or rather for ordination it-
self. On the occasion of a meeting at
the church of St. Thomasfnear Cochin,
as many as thirty-two churches and
their people abjured the Schism and left
the authority of Mar Thoma.
Meanwhile the year 1657 had run
its course ; and Fr. Joseph received in.
formation that fr. Haycinth had already
arrived in India. Of the churches that
left the Schism only four cared to be
ruled by Archbishop Garcia, the Paulist,
The rest repeated the demand for a non-
‘Paulist bishop appointed anew by the
Holy See to rule over them. This made
Fr. Joseph to decide to return to Rome
to report to the Holy Father about the
progress of Mission, leaving Fr. Mathew
as his Vicar till Fr. Haycinth could
assume charge., Accompanied by Fr.
Vincent and Fr. Aloysius the Commis-
"sary Apostolic left Malabar on 7th June
1658 and reached Rome on 22nd Febru.
ary 1659: During his subsequent sojourn
in the Eternal City Fr. Joseph was the
recipient of congratulations equally from
the high and the low, on the success of
his Apostolic Mission in Malabar. The
report he submitted to the Holy Father
regarding his activities was pleasing to
His Holiness and to the Sacred congre-
gation; and the Congregation after
several special sessions and repeated dis-
cussions decided to send F'r, Joseph once
again to Malabar to bring to perfection
“the laudable work undertaken by him in
order toliquidate the Schism. This time,
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he was not to be Commissary Apostolic
alone : he was to be consecrated Bishop,
enriched with rare privileges, coupled
with heavy responsibilities. Returning
to Malabar he had to institute a Capi-
tulum at Angamale in the wake of the
demise of Archbishop Garcia which oc-
cured on 3rd September 1659, and to put
an end to the hereditary succession of
the Archdeacons of the Serra. On the
15th December 1659 Fr. Joseph was con-
secrated Bishop with the utmost secrecy
in the Private Chapel of the Pope; and
it was stipulated that the new Bishop
was not to disclose his episcopal charac-
ter to any one, not even to the Carmelite
Friars who were to accompany him to
Malabar, nor to use any vestment or
insignia denoting episcopal rank, till the
opportune moment came for it after
reaching Malabar. By a Brief “Injuncti
Nobis " the Commissary Apostolic was
created ““Commissary Apostolic of the
entire Province of the Malabar Serra”,
also Administrator of the same Province”
during the life time or after the demise
of Archbishop Francis Garcia, « By “a
second Brief Bishop Joseph was given
the Titular See of Hierapolis. More
significant was another Brief ¢ Pro
Commissa Nobis” which conferred upon
Bishop Joseph faculty to consecrate
“one or two regular or secular priests
belonging to those regions Bishop and
Shepherd or Bishops and Shepherds to be
Viear Apostolic to administer the spiri-
toal affairs of the whole or parts of the
Archdiocese of Angamale.” There was
a Brief addressed to the priests and
people of Malabar and another addressed
to the Archbishop of Angamale asking
him “ to be submissive to Bishop Joseph
in everything that he might enjoin by
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virtue of Papal Authority.” If ecclesi-
astical authorities lower down had half
as much care and interest as the Holy
Father and the Sacred Congregation of
Propaganda Fide had in bringing the
Schism of the pseudo-bishop to an end
the spectre of that Schism would have
been off the face of the earth even before
- the close of the seventeenth entury.
Fresh companions accompanied the
Commissary Apostolic this time. These
were Friars Angelo of St. Mary, Gode-
fred of St. Andrew, and John Thaddeus
of St. Bridgit, all eminent for their
virtues and capacity for work. Bishop
Joseph went to Naples from Rome, and
from Naples to Syria, and from there to
Bunder Abbas crosing Arabia and
Persia and reached Surat, where unfor-
tunately his companion Fr. Angelo of
St. Mary fell ill and died. Passing from
Surat to Goa, at the latter city Bishop
Joseph received the sad news of the
death at Cochin of the alternative Com-
missary Apostolic, Fr. Haycinth, who
had been appointed by the Holy See a
- short time ago, Apostolic Visitor to the
whole of Asia. Before his death Fr.
Haycinth appointed Fr. Marcel to
succeed him as Apostolic Commissary.
There was an interval of more than
three months between the death of Fr.
Haycinth and the arrival of Bishop
Joseph at Cochin, on May 14, 1661.
Having arrived at Cochin® Joseph
Sebastiani declared himself a Bishop in
publie, and performed episcopal func-
tions. His next endeavour was to do all
~in his power to end the Schism and to
make the pseudo-bishop reconciled with
the Catholic Churech and her discipline.
Though the vast majority of the Syrian
« churches and their people left the schism

and accepted the authority of Bishop
Joseph or the Ordinary of the Arch-
diocese of Cranganore, the pseudo-Bishop
clung to his ill-gotten dignity with
Ittythomman Kathanar and a small
minority of Syrians to back him. Tt
was not any doctrinal difference that
was responsible for the continuance of
the split in the Syrian community ; its
mainstay happened to be personal ambi-
tion and a sense of false pride. Mar
Thoma wished to be recognised as a
Bishop real or feigned, at any cost.
Negotiations took place between the
partisans of Mar Thoma and the leaders
of the opposite party with a view to
have Mar Thoma consecrated Bishop if
he submitted unconditionally to the
authority of the Church and abstained
from performing episcopal functions,
He affected compliance for a time, desist-
ing from giving Orders and blessing
Holy Oils. But he could not hold out
for a sufficiently long period; and once
more defiance- of the discipline and
Canons of the Church became the rule
for him.

International rivalry stood in the
way of Bishop Sebastiani completing
his labours for the elimination of the
Schism successfully. The Dutch captured
Cochin from the Portuguese: and Bishop
Sebastiani had intimation from the
Dutch authorities to leave the territory
within a short time. Before leaving the
country he consecrated Alexander de
Campo, a close relative of the pseudo-
Bishop, and a valiant champion of the
Catholic cause Bishop of Megara and
entrusted to him the administration of
the Maiabar Syrians regained from
Schism, as well as of those who unswer-
vingly continued in the Archdiocese of
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FROM A PONTIFICAL COMMISSION TO
AN APOSTOLIC VICARIATE

(Rev. Fr. Dcminic, O. C. D, Ap. Seminary, Alwaye)

The 22nd february 1657, exactly one
year after his start from Rome, Fr, Giu-
seppe of St. Mary (F'r. Sebastiani), Apo-
stolic Commissary for the Christians of
the Syrian Rite in Malabar, landed in a
small village of. the Malabar coast,
Palur. This was not the first time the
Carmelite Fathers set their feetin Mala-
bar. In 1642, Fr. Joseph Alexis and F'r.
Sebastian from Goa visited Malabar
with the intention of establishing a Re-
ligious House. The idea failed then,
owing to various causes; but the visit
of the two Carmelites to the country
remained engraved in the memory of
the inhabitants, as we shall soon see.
The unexpected arrival of new Carmelite

" Fathers in 1657 was to be the starting
point of their stay for centuries in
Malabar. |

The many Papal Bulls they carried
with them give an idea of the delicate
mission for which they were sent by
Pope Alexander VII. Besides the Brief

of nomination of Apostolic Commissary,
Fr. Sebastiani brought with him two
Briefs for Mgr. Francis Garcia, Arch-
bishopsof Cranganore, the Head of the
Syrian Catholic Community, requesting
him to help the said Father in the Mis- -
sion confided to him; one, to the same
effect, for the Chapter and Vicar of
Cochin who were ruling the Christians
of Latin Rite; another for the Archdea-
con of the Archdiocese of Cranganore,
Parampil Thumi (Thomas de Campo)
who had risen against the Archbishop;
and lastly, two for the Christians—one
for the followers of Parampil Thumi and
the other for those who remained faith-
ful to the Archbishop.

The mere enumeration of these
Pontifical Documents shows tihat there
existed in Malabar -double jurisdiction,
and that the fire of rebellion had taken
flame. The Carmelites were sent to ex-
tinguish it. A few allusions to the then
religious condition of the Christians in

Angamale. Bishop Joseph left Cochin
for Goa in February 1663 on route to
Europe. Incidentally he remained in
Goa for about an year hoping perhaps
that he could once more visit Malabar
and try to complete the task that he had
left unfinished, if political situation was
sufficiently favourable and encouraging.
But Providence decreed otherwise. The
lﬁlggur's of the early Carmelite missio-

naries in Malabar for the advancement
of religion and morality have not yet
received the recognition they deserve.
However a closer acquaintance with
them will convince any one that the
early Carmelites in Malabar lagged
behind none in their, self-less endeavour
for the preservation of the unity of the
Church and the maintenance of the
dignity of the Papacy.
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Malabar are necessary to understand the
origin of the Carmelite Mission there
and its vicissitudes.

Christians with centuries long History

When in 1498 the Portuguese landed
at Calicut under the commandment of
Vasco de Gama, they were surprised to
find there a Community of considerably
numerous Christians. Their existence,
hidden long from the West due to the
distance and the barrier raised by Mo-
hammedans, had already been made
known by travelling Missionaries and
pilgrims from 13th to 15th centuries, such
as Marco Polo, John de Monte Corvino,
Marignolli etc. They were called “Syrian
Christians”, because they had Syriac as
their liturgical language, and because of
their origin and their frequent dealings
with Syria. They were known also as
“S;c. Thomas Christians” with reference
to the origin of their Faith from the
preaching of the Apostle.

Along with the Syrian Christian
community of so ancient standing there
existed, especially since the arrival of
the Portuguese, another of Latin Rite
which was ihe result of the conversions
made by the Missionaries, especially St.
Francis Xavier. This Latin Christian
Community had, at the time of the arri-
val of the Carmelites, an Episcopal See
at Cochin, which, since 1557, was a suffr-
agan to the Archdiocese of Goa—the
then Centre of Christian expansion
throughout the whole East.

The relations of the Syrian Commu-
nity with Goa became day by day more
intimate. They started officially with
the assistance of Mar Abraham to the
3rd and 4th Provincial Councils at Goa,
and culminated with the Synod of Diam-
per in 1599 and the erection in 1600 of

the Diocese of Angamaly, which in 1605
was shifted to Cranganore and made
suffragan of Goa under the institution
of the “Padroado,”

A Painful Rebellion

This intimacy of the Syrian Commu-
nity with Goa was to suffer soon a great
crisis. In the second part of the 17th
century, the Syrian Community, which
for centuries had maintained most ad-
mirably their Christian Faith in an
atmosphere of paganism without any
visible contact with Rome, was to expe-
rience some religious waverings that
were to affect gravely the future of the
Church in Malabar. It is not our pur-
pose here to investigate the causes that
brought about such unfortunate waver-
ings : but they were greatly fomented
by the Archdeacon of the Archdiocese of
Cranganore and ended in an open rebel-
lion against their own Archbishop.

The fact is that as the result of such
directions and unhealthy conditions,
the 3rd January, 1563, the Archdeacon
Thomas de Campo with several Cattan-
ars (Syrian Priests) declared Archbishop
Francis Garcia deposed, proclaimed the
Archdeacon Thomas Administrator of
the diocese, and gave him all power of
jurisdiction; and holding a rope tied to
the “ Coonen Cross,” they swore they
would never obey the Jesuits. The re-
bellion ended in the consecration of the
Archdeacon by twelve Cattanars in the
church of Mangate on the 22nd of May,
1653.

Mgr. Garcia endeavoured through
all possible means to bring back the
rebels to the right way. Yet, all efforts
failed. Worse still, the rebels gained
over to them almost the entire Syrian
Community. The Prelate then had re.
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course to the authorities in Goa; but
their intervention too failed to bring
any result, Goa at that time could do
very little to improve the religious situ-
ation in Malabar on account of their
difficult political condition. Their posi-
tion, which had always been precarious
because of the attacks of the Moham-
medans of the Zamorin, became all the
more precarious now by the attacks of
the Dutch. It was at this juncture that
the grieved Archbishop had recourse to
Rome through the mediation of Fr,
Hyacinth de Magistris, S. J.
The Papal Commission
Rome gave the affair all attention;

and deemed it good to send new men,
zealous and impartial, to settle the con-
flict. Pope Alexander VII thought of
the Discalced Carmelites. The selection
had been suggested by the letters of the
very Syrian Christians who remember-
ed with pleasure the Carmelites who
arrived from Goa in 1642, and had ask-
ed for Religious of the same Order:
Rome too felt inclined to nominate them,
because, the matter being a direct inter-
ference with the jurisdiction of the Pad-
roado and the Pope planning to centra-
lise the direction of the Missions in the
Sacred Congregation of the Propagation
of the Faith, the Carmelites had already
shown their readiness to follow the
missionary policy of Rome. In fact
they had been among the more promi-
nent collaborators for the very esta-
blishment of the Sacred Congregation
and had been already sent with Ponti-
fical Commissions to other countries of
the Middle East.

~To ensure the arrival of the Car-
melites to their destination when travel
was so difficult, the Pope designated

culties of the matter in hands.

two Apostolic Commissaries — one to
proceed by sea Lisobon - Goa which
was the usual route followed by mission-
aries to India, and the other by land
via Syria - Mesopotamia - India. The
first was Fr. Hyacinth of St. Vincent,
well known in the pulpits of Italy, to
whom was given as companion Fr. Mar-
cel of St. Ivo, a German. The other was
the same Fr. Giuseppe of St. Mary (Seba-
stiani), aged 33, who took as companions
Frs. Vincent of St. Catherine and Rap-
hael of St. Alexis, and Brother Aloysius
of St. Francis.

The two Fathers who were to travel
by sea had to remain at Lisbon for a full
year; and those by land were the first to
reach their destination. The latter had
almost romantic experiences on their
journey, as Fr. Vincent himself narrates.
In Surat Fr. Mateo of St. Joseph joined
them. On the 2nd February 1657, they
landed in Calicut, where the Franciscan
Fathers gave them a warm welcome and
provided with an interpreter; lastly, on
the 22nd February, exactly one year
after their start from Rome, they arrived
at Palur.

The first fruits of the Apostolic Com-
mission

The very day of their arrival, they
contacted the Syrian Priests of the place,
and the next day they proceeded to Ra-
polim(Iddapaly), residence of the usurper -
Archdeacon. They interviewed his bro-
ther, and soon they understood the diffi-
All their
arguments made no impression on the
Archdeacon who was not willing to see
the invalidity of his position and less
still to submit himself to the Prelate.

While Fr, Vincent presented to the
Chapter of Cochin and to the Arch-
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bishop of Cranganore the Pontifical
Briefs designating Fr. Sebastiani as
Papal Commissary, Fr. Sebastiani him-
self was going about visiting all the
churches and exhorting the people to
reunion. Several gatherings of priests
foo were conducted, though without
much success. There were moments when
he found himself in danger of being
arrested by the Archdea®on assisted by
the local Rajas, and compelled to seek
refuge. One of the places where he took
refuge happened to be Kuravilangad,
the place in which the Carmelites in
1642 had started the Confraternity of
our Lady of Mount Carmel, which, then
according to Fr. Vincent, had a member-
ship of no less than 5,000. At Kuravilan-
gad resided Alexander de Campo, - a
relation of the Archdeacon—favourable
to the reunion and who later was to suc-
ceed F'r. Sebastiani.

We do not comment on the wvarious
labours of the Commissary. Let this suf-
fice to note that in eight months he se-
cured a rather tangible result. On 15th
December, a good number of Cattanars
assembled at Mattancherry, near Cochin,
and 43 churches made declaration of
their submission to the Roman Pontiff
and broke their ties with the Archdea-
con. They put however an exception in
the declaration: they wanted to have
nothing to do with the Archbishop. The
Commissary who had instructions that,
if no reunion with the Archbishop would
be possible he would’at least secure their
reunion with Rome, accepted the decla.-
ration.

Fr.Sebastiani found it necessary to
refer the matter to Rome and seek in-
structions about the direction to be

given to the Syrian Community. On the
7th January, 1658, he left for Rome,
leaving as Commissary substitute Fr.
Matheo. Soon was to arrive the other
Commissary Father Hyacinth of St,
Vincent (on 10th March), who .continued
the work of reunion. Less gifted than
father Sebastiani, though the difficulties
were not so great, he did not secure the
result which some expected; neverthe-
less, other 28 churches were reunited
during the three years of absence of Fr.
 Sebastiani,

Father Sebastiani, Apostolic Admmls-

trator of Malabar

Father Sebastiani gave account in
Rome of the situation of the Church  in
Malabar. As a result, the Pope thought
of creating an Apostolic Administrator
for the Syrians; and he elected for such
an office the same Fr. Sebastiani in spite
of the remonstrances of the Father. The
Father was consecrated Bishop in the
Vatican (secretly, in order to avoid mis-
understandings with the Padroado). He
returned to Malabar accompanied by
three Fathers, of whom one died on the
way in Surat.

On the 15th May, 1661, Cochin re-
ceived solemnly Mgr. Sebastiani in his
new dignity. The new Prelate moved
rapidly through diverse places in pastoral
visits of confirmation, etc; and 13 chur-
ches more were reunited with Rome.
Thus 84 churches in all were reunited
with Rome and only 33 remained at-
tached to the Archdeacon.

The Dutch in Malabar

When there was every reason to
hope for a complete return of the dissi-
dents to the Church, a political event
took place that was to affect adversely
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.the progress of the Faith in Malabar.
The Dutch, prominently Calvinist, in
_constant commercial and military strug-
gle with the Portuguese, were gaining
one after another the Portuguese posses-
sions in the East. In 1656, they streng-
thened  their advance towards India
with the capture of Colombo (Ceylon);
by 1659, they reached the Fishery Coast;
Cranganore, the seat of the Syrian
Christians, fell into their hands in 1662,
and finally, Cochin, the last stronghold
of the Portuguese, surrendered on Janu-
ary 8th, 1663. Thus the Christians of
Malabar came out of the orbit of the
Catholic influence to fall into that of
the Calvinists. It is not possible to fore-
see the course that Christianity in Mala-
bar would have taken without this
political change; but no doubt, it would
have been very different from the one
which actually followed. :

The first effect of the arrival of the
Dutch was the expulsion of the Catholic
Missionaries-the veteran Jesuits and the
Carmelites, and among these the very
Mgr. Sebastiani. This meant a sftop in
the progress of the reunion of the dissi-
dent churches and the danger that those
already reunited would fall away again.

Mgr. Sebastiani, before leaving Ma-
labar, consecrated as Apostolic Admini-
strator and Bishop of Megara, the Syrian
Cattanar Chandy Parampil or Alexander
de Campo of Kuravilangad (1663—1692).
The situvation during the years that fol-
lowed was precarious: very little could
be developed the activities of the previ-
ous Administrator due to the intrigues
of the Dutech and the dissidents. The
situation became more aggravated when
the dissidents sought the help of the
Monophysite Church of Antioch (in the
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Middle East) to secure Episcopal Conse-
cration for the Archdeacon Thomas. In
1665, the Jacobite Patriarch sent a certa-
in Gregory, who consecrated the Archde-
acon under the name of Mar Thomas I.
Thus the schism was completed; and
Gregory, after overcoming the repugn-
ance the dissident Christians felt against
his new doctrines, plunged them into the
Monophysite sheresy. This thorn stuck
deep into the Christianity of Malabar
will remain thus for centuries.
Slow Recovery

With such a development of events |
every evil was to be feared for the
Church in this country. 1f the history
of later times has not been so said, it is
partly due to the change of the religious
policy of the Dutch. Once the first im-
petus of the brutal destruction of Catho-
lic churches armd monuments subsided,
they thought more helpful for their
economic exploitation to create a ‘modus
vivendi’ with the Catholics of the coun-
try: and they did so. The “new
Christians” came to be under their pro-
tection, as they had been under the
Portuguese; and some Missionaries could
approach the Catholic communities.

Among the Carmelites the first who
returned to Malabar was Fr. Matheo,
and for a time Fr, Cornelius. The scien-
tific preparation of Fr. Matheo made
him a very effective collaborator of one
of the Governors of Cochin, Henrico
Van Rheede, in the preparation of the
celebrated book on Bottany ¢“Hortus
Malabaricus”. By this and because of
the personal friendship, the said Father
obtained first tolerance, then benevolence
and finally protection of the Dutch
Authorities, which was to be of great
importance for the subsequent history.
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Thanks to this good gesture of friend-
ship, in 1673 the first House of the Car-
melite Order was built at Chathiath,and
the same year a second one at Verapoly,
which was to be most celebrated in the
annals of the Order and of the Missions.

The Mission ‘work too beganito be
equally promising. In 16.5, four Carme-
lites left Rome for Malabar and the Syro-
Maronite priest Bartolomew Hanna
joined them in Alepo. Two of the
Fathers could not reach their destination
on account of sickness; but their place
was taken by two other new ones in 1679.

They were few ; but they could assist
first the Vicar Apostolic Alexander and
then the Portuguese Indian Raphael de
Figueiredo Salgado (1677-1695) in gove-
rning the Syrians. They continued in
regaining the schismatics and even laid

in 1682 the foundation of the first Semi-
nary of Verapoly.

Establishment of the Apostolic Vicariate
in Malabar.

The presence of the Missionaries in
Malabar was not sufficiently guaranteed
from the part of the Dutch. It depended
almost exclusively on personal friendship
with the local Dutch authorities. It was
therefore thought necessary to approach
the government in Holland in order to
secure a juridical stability. The Rev. F'r.
Peter Paul, himself a Missionary (then
Vicar Apostolic of the Great Mogul),
nephew of Pope Innocent XII, was sent
to Amsterdam as Pontifical Delegate and
extraordinary Legate of Leopold, Em-
peror of Austria. As a result of the nego-
tiations, an agreement was entered into
in 1698 by the Dutch Government and
the Delegate, the Government granting
the Carmelites the required license to
continue in the regions under-the Dutch

7

Company in India, provided they be not
belonging to the Padroado, but were
Belgians, Germans or Italians, Holland,
from her part, asked for tolerance for
the Protestants in Hungary. :

Once the political stability was se-'

cured, the Holy See in 1700 created as
Vicar Apostolic of Malabar the Rev. Fr.
Angel Francis (1700-12), a man of solid
virtue, and reputed for holiness, iwho
lived and died in the odour of sanctity.
The problem of double jurisdiction.

It was the lot of the Vicar Apostolic
Angel Francis to taste the bitterness of
the acute problem of double jurisdiction.
We recall this here, because it was a

heavy cross that accompanied the entire .

life of most of the Carmelite Prelates in
Malabar up to the middle of the 19th
century. KEven today it remains an un-
solved problem. To whom to aseribe the
responsibility of the various conflicts
that, on cecount of the double jurisdic-
tion, arose among the various Religious
Orders that have ever since worked in
this land ? i :

We have already shown that the
Carmelite Mission here was a Papal
Mission, in a land in which the Portu-
guese Padroado was exercising its juris-

diction with Cranganore ‘for the Syrians:

and Cochin for the Latins under the
Metropolitan of Goa. Up to now, the
Mission of the Carmelites seemed to be
only temporary, i.e. to settle a rebellion.
The election of Fr. Angel Francis made
it a definitive one. A strong opposition
arose from the part of the Prelates of
the above mentioned two dioceses (then
expelled from their sees by the Dutch)
and the Metropolitan of Goa, They con-
sidered themselves rightly superior of
the territory in which the Mission of the
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new Vicar Apostolic was being develop-
ed ; and they judged as a limitation of
their rights the jurisdiction given by
Rome to the Vicar Apostolic without the
channel of Goa. To value the gravity of
the situation, it is enough to remember
thatboth Carmelite Houses in Goa which
were depending on the Sacred Congrega-
tion of Propaganda, had to be closed in
1706.

Mgr. Angel Francis confessed frank-
ly, when the legitimate superiors of
Cochin and Cranganore approached
Malabar, that his power over the Syrian
Community had ceased: and he exhorted
people to obey the said Prelates. But the
problem was not so simple. People were
not pleased with such an exhortation,
and reacted violently, especially the
Duteh Company, against the intromis-
sion into their territory of Portuguese
Bishops : they forbade them to enter into
their territory and the Catholics of their
territory to obey them.

Tt was now time for Rome to speak ;

and she spoke clearly enough: Mgr.
Angel Francis and the Vicars Apostolic

who would succeed him would have
jurisdiction over those churches and
places, Syrian as well as Latin, in which
the Prelates of Cranganore and Cochin,
owing to adverse circumstances would
not be able to exercise it. The political
situation manifested the weakness and
limitations of +the ‘ Padroado’; and
Rome, without denying their right and
having in view the needs of souls, en-
trusted directly to the Carmelites the
administration of Malabar.

To conclude, these were the vicis-
situdes, religious as well as political,
which have kept the Carmelites defini-
tively bound to the Christianity in
Malabar. The history of three centuries
has kept them sharers of their difficulties
and triumphs, always ready to co-oper-
ate with those of the place for the re-
turn of their dissident brethren to the
true fold, the conversion of the infidels
and the formation of the clergy.
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4. Publisher’s Name Rev. Br. Fidelis, O. C. D.
Nationality Indian

‘ Address Carmel Hill Monastery, Trivandrum-1.

9. Editor's Name Very Rev. Fr. Eliseus O. C. D.
Nationality Indian
Address Carmelite Monastery, Thucklay.

6. Names and address of individuals

who own the newspaper and part- ) : o acial
ners or shareholders holding more Vel'y Rev’.l};‘l,'l,?i?mél?l ’1
than one percent of the total| Carmel Hill, Trivandram-1.

capital,
I, Br. Fidelis O. C. D., hereby declare that the particulars given above
are tru to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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; Diréctor, Scapular Apostolate, Carmel Hill Monastery, Trivandrum=1.

3 Edited by Very Rev. Fr. Eliseus O. C. D., printed and published by Rev. Br. Fidelis O. C. 1B IS
; _at St. Joseph’s Press, Trivandruh{n, ‘with permission of Eccl. Superiors,




