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3. THE SWAN
1

Once there was a king.! His
name was Nala’. Nala was a good
king. He loved? a girl. g

. Her name was Damayanthi.4

}. Ling-momoay’ 2. Nala-(madﬁ { :
3. loved-eqyadlay 4. Damayanthi-' 82@af)
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She was a beautiful! girl. Nala
sent’ a swan? to her. =

Now, read the story* of Nala
and the swan.

II
Nala was the king of Nishadha.?
o He was wise® and
95&@ strong.” All men
¥ 7%{ loved him.

Nala W as

Sl / £ ) young. He was
< 7 very handsome.®
He said to himself, “lI must
have a wife. I will manry’ a

1. beau_t-iful-ﬂvmcegd;ﬁ =9, sent-snwoy

3. swan-@ne@mo send, sent.
4. story-&Le 5. Nishadha-{mlanweom)-)
6. wise-snjevlamow 7. strong-snieiase

Read: I, my, wise. 8. handsome-qvoe®22s
9. marry-ailQinanee 20
marry, married, married.
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‘beautiful girl and make her my
queen,’ !

TEST. Complete the following sentences:—
1. Nala was (a, the) king of Nishadha.

2. He was wise (and, or, but) strong.

3. He was (good, well, very) handsome.

11
At that time® there lived a
beautiful girl. Her name was

Damayanthi. She was the daughter
of a king named Bhima.
He was the kmg of
Vidarbha.

Damayanthi was &
very beautiful. She was %« 78
good and kind to all *' % §
All people loved her.

1. queen—ono®sm) 2 at that time-'s“ré'@'ﬁéei@"



o
They said, “There is no other

girl like Damayanthi. She is the
most beautiful! girl in the world.”?

Bhima loved his daughter very
much.

TEST. Complete the following sentences:—

1. Damayanthi was the (daughter, sister) of
Bhima. '

2. Bhima was the (king, teacher, queen) of
Vidarbha.

3. Damayanthi was the (more, most) beautiful
girl in the world.

IV

Nala’s friends told him about?
Damayanthi.

1. most beautiful-agooaie cveomgaee
2. world-@o] 3. about-oveenimw] 2y’
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~ They said, “She is the most
beautiful girl in the world. . Marry
her and make her your queen.”

When Nala heard their words!
he said, “l wish to marry Dama-
yanthi. But will she have me?
Will she become my wife? Who
will go to her and ask her to
marry me?’

TEST- Complete the following sentences:—

1. Nala wanted to (marry, married) Dama-
yanthi.

2. He said, ‘“Will she (have, had, has) me ?”

3- He said, ““Who will go and ask her to marry
(I, me, my).

Vv
One day Nala sat in the
garden.? It was a beautiful garden.
There was a small lake? in it.

1+ words-aiaée@0e 2. garden-pg omo
2. lake-msomo
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The Nala looked round he
saw a bird. It was white in colour.
He saw it m

the lake.

Nala went

=== near the swan.
It did not fly away. It was sleep-
ing.! Nala said, “It is a nice bird.
[ will catch it and take it home.”

TEST.: Complete the following sentences:—

1. Nala went to the (hill, well, garden).
2. He saw a (cow, swan, dove )

3. Nala saw
i that the swan was swimming:-

ii that the swan was dead.
iii that the swan was sleeping.

S

1. sleep-go&gs
sleep, slept, slept.
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Vi

Nala went near the swan and
caught it. Then the swan opened
its eyes and looked at the king.
When it saw Nala it was afraid.

It said, “The king will kill> me
now.’ _

It turned to the king and said,

o kmg, don't kill me. Let® me fly

away.

But Nala did not let it go. He
took it from the water and held? it
in his arms.

TEST. Complete the following sentences: —
1. Nala (catch, catches, caught) the swan.

2. Then the swan was (glad, afraid, angry)
3. It said, “Don’t kill (I, me)-” :

1. was afraid-swagys 2. kill-aiwlseg,
3ilet-mmaisies s 4, held—-n_ﬂs']% :
hold, held, held.
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VII
Then Nala looked at the bird
and said, “O swan, don't be afraid.

I won't kill you. I shall let you go
and you can fly away.”

When the swan heard these
words, it said, “Thank' you, O, king;
you are a good and kind? man.”

Then Nala let it go and it flew
up into the sky. But it flew down
again.?

Then it sat down near Nala.

TEST. Complete the following sentences: —

1. Nala (say, said) “Don’t be afraid.”

2. He let (it, its) go-

3. It flew up, but came down and sat near (he,
him, his.)

1. thank-mazlaro@s 2. kind-swaqyss
thank, thanked. Read: 7, kend,
thanked. . - 3. again af'sngo
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- VIII
Then the swan said, “O Nala,

| know that you love Damayanthi.
I will go to her and tell her about

L 4

you.

Nala was glad' when he heard
it. He said, “I love Damayanthi

and wish?® to make her my queen.”

Then the swan said, “I will
help you to make her your wife.
I will go to her and tell® her to
marry you.” Nala was very happy*

1. glad-weomoansass 3. tell-anom e
2. wish-eo@aolsse tell, told, told.
wish, wished, wished 4 happy-meamanzss
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when he heard this. He said,
“Thank you, little bird.”

TEST. Complete the following sentences: —

1. Nala (love, loved, loving) Damayanthi.

2. The swan said that it would tell Damayanthi
about (he, him, his) love.

3. Nala was glad (and, when) he heard this.

IX

Then the swan flew to Vidar-
bha. Damayanthi was in the
' garden! looking at the
flowers? Then she
saw the bird. [t flew
down and went near
her.

Damayanthi said,
“It is a beautiful swan. I will catch

1: garden-@_@omo 2. flower-a_jan’ato
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it and put it in a cage.! | will play
with it.”

She went up to the swan. But
when she came near, it walked off.
Damayanthi could not catch it.

TEST. Complete the following sentences:—.

1. The swan (fly, flies, flew) to Vidarbha-.
2. Damayanthi (see, sees, saw) it.
3. When Damayanthi saw the swan
i she went away-
ii she wanted to catch it.
iii she was afraid

X

Then the swan said, “O beau-

tiful girl, you can’t catch me. Sit
down and talk® to me.”

1. cage-®S’
2. talk-mvoavonlesa talk, talked, talked.
Read: walk, talk, (l is silent)
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_ Damayanthi said, “I will sit
down and talk.” She sat down near
the swan.

Then the bird said, “I come
from Nishadha. [ saw Nala when

| came away. He is a very hand-
some man. He loves you. He
wants to make you his queen.”

TEST. Complete the following sentences: —

1. Damayanthi (sit, sat, sits) down near the
swan.

2. They sat (talk, talked, talking)in the garden.

3. The swan said, “*Nala (loves, loved, loving)
you.

Xl

Damayanthi was very glad!

when she heard this. Her friends
had told her about Nala.

1. glad-mveomanngss

'
&
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They said to her. “He is a
very handsome man.” So she
loved him and wished to be his
wife.

She said, “I love Nala and |

want to marry' him.”

Then the swan said, “Many
kings will come to marry you. But
will you marry Nala?”

She said, “I will marry Nala

29

only. | won't marry any other.””

TEST. Complete the following sentences: —

1. She lowed Nala and wished to marry.(he,
his, him.)

2. She would not marry (any, many) other man

8. Damayanthi was (glad, sad, angry).

5

marry -alaieedoe &g
2. any other man-200e0q.
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XII
The swan was pleased when
Damayanthi said this. It said, “I
will go and tell' Nala that you love
him.”

The swan flew back? to
Nishadha. It saw Nala and said.
“] saw Damayanthi. She loves you.
She will marry you only.”

Nala was very happy when
he heard this. He said, “O swan,
thank you.”

Then the swan flew away.
TEST: Complete the following sentences:—
1. The swan flew back (from, to) Nishadha.

2. She said to Nala, “Damayanthi will (marry,
married) you only.”

8. Nalalwas very (sad, happy, old).

1. tell-aaoxw 2. flew back—m’]o’i%l
tell, told, told. aloom
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XIII

One day King Bhima said to
his officers,! “I wish to give Dama-
yanthi to a good king. Invite? all
kings to Vidarbha and let her
choose® one of them.”

At that time there were many
kings in India. Bhima’s men went
to all of them. They invited them
for the marriage.*

All the kings wished to marry
her. They came to Vidarbha.
Nala also came. He said to himself,
“Damayanthi will marry me.”

TEST. Complete the following sentences:—

I. Bhima wanted to (give, gave, given) Dama-
vanthi to a good king.

2. He (invite, invited) all kings to Vidarbha

3. Nala (go. went, gone) to Vidarbha.

i. officer-o : ‘8 0 rouncd 2. invite—emsmees
3 choose-mes\mSameo invite, invited, 1nv1ted-
4. marriage-2ilaiaoe
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X1V
When the gods' heard the
newsthey wished to go to Vidarbha
for the marriage. Indra? said, “I

will go and try3 to get Damayanthi
as my wife.”

1. gods-—leemcmarb 2. [ndra-(p@ad)
3. try-walees  try, tried, tried.
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Agni,! Vayu? and Varuna?
also wished to marry her. So they

also went to Vidarbha. On the
way they saw Nala.

They said, “O Nala, we wish
to marry Damayanthi. Go to her
and ask her to marry one of us.”

Nala said, “I love Damayanthi.
- But [ will go and tell her to marry
one of you.”

The gods said, “When you go
to her, nobody will see you.”

Nala went to Damayanthi and
said, “I come from the gods. They
want you to marry one of them.”

1. Agni-(arum)) 2. Vayu-(ain)
3. Varuna-(aimemad) '
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But Damayanthi answered!
“l love Nala and won't marry any
other.”

Then Nala went back to the

“gods and said, “Damayanthi says

that she won't marry any one of

you.
TEST. Complete the following sentences: —

i- The gods also (wish, wishes, wished) to

marry Damayanthi,
2. They (send, sends, sent) Nala to her.

3. Nala asked her to marry one of (they, their,
them).

4. But Damayanthi (say, said) that she would
marry only Nala.

XV
The four gods and all the

kings came to Vidarbha to marry

1. answered-200©ca1060®) answer, answered,
answered.
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Damayanthi. Then she came to
the hall with a garland' in her
hand.

A lady?® took her round,  She

said, “All the gods and kings are
here. Look round,
choose one of them
and put the garland
round his neck. You
shall be his wife?”
Damayanthi wal-
ked round. She saw
many kings, but she did not
choose any of them. At last she
came to Nala. Then the lady said,

“This is Nala, king of Nishadha.

You may choose him, if you like.””

. garland-zo2 3. hke-®mouag s °
2. lady-iy) like, liked, liked



22

Damayanthi took the garland
in her hand and went up to him.

Then she saw five Nalas before
her. All of them were like Nala.

She said, “There are five
Nalas here. Who is the real
Nala?”

She looked at them carefully.’
The feet of four of them did not
touch the floor. But one of them
had his feet on the floor. Then she
said, “ This is the real Nala. The

other four are the gods.”

So she put the garland round
his neck. She was right. It was
Nala! The gods were pleased with
her. They blessed Nala and Dama-

.yanthi and went away.

1. real-vcomorow 7. caref’ully—a\g@%memﬁ@,s‘?
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TEST. Complete the following sentences:—
1. Damayanthi saw (one, four, five) Nalas-

2. One of them had (his, him, he) feet'on the
_ground It was (Indra, Nala).

3:- She put the garland (over, on, round) his
neck.

e,

XVI

Bhima was glad when Dama-
yanthi married Nala. He blessed
them and gave them
many presents.

Nala and Dama-
yanthi lived in Vidar-
bha for some days.

One evening she
took him to the garden and

said, “This is the place where
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I saw the swan.” They talked
about it for some time. Then they
went home.

After a few days Nala took
Damayanthi to Nishadha and
made her his queen.

TEST. Complete the following sentences —

1. Damayanthi (marry, married) Nala-

2. He made (she, her) his queen.

3 Nala (and, but, or, Damayanthi lived
together happily. -

FINAL TEST

Complete the following sentences:—

I. Nala was the king (of, in, with) Nishadha.
2. He wished to (marry, married) Dama-

yanthi.
3. She was the (sister, daughter’ of the king
of Vidarbha. -

4. One day Nala saw a swan in his (house.
garden, room).
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16.

17

18.

25

He caught it in his (arrgs, net, hand)

But he let it (g’(_)., went, gone)

Then the swan went to Damayanthi and
told (she, her) to marry him.

Damayanthi said that she would marry
(he, hn}] ) b ;
When it told Nala about it he was very
(angry, happy, sad).

Bhima (invite, invited) all kings for
Damayanthi's marriaﬁe.

. Even the gods (comes, came, coming) to

marry her.
The gods saw Nala (ip, on, of) the way.

. They (send, sent, sending) Nala to

Damayanthi.

. He asked her to marry one of (they, their,

them).

But she said that she (will, would) marry
Nala only.

The gods and kings came (to, from)
Vidarbha.

Damayanthi came to the hall with a
(flower, garland, ring).

When she came to Nala, she wanted to
put it round his (head, neck, arm). -



9.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24,

25

26
Then she saw (two, five, ten) Nalas.

Four of them (was, were) the gods

The feet of the gods (tonched, did not -
touch) the floor.

S0 Damayanthi knew who the real Nala
(was, were.)

She put the garland round hl': neck (and,
but) married him.

The gods were please, pleased) and they
blessed Nala and Damayanthi

Nala took Damayanthi home and lived
(happy, happily).
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