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INTRODUCTION.

The Government.of Madras took up for consideration the questiom
of publication of the various manuscripts in defferent languages on
subjects like Philosophy, Medicine, Science, etc., early in May 1948.
Important Manuscripts’ Libararies in the Madras Presidency were
requested to send a list of unpublished manuscriptswith them for favour
being considered by the Government for publieation. The Honorary
Secretary of the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s Sarasvathi Mahal Library,
Tanjore, alone complied with this request. This list as Well ag a similar
list of unpublished manuseripts in the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madrag, were carefully examined and a tentative selec-
tion of manuseripts suitable for publication was made. The Government
in their Memorandum No. 34913/48-10, Education, dated 4th April
1949, constituted an Expert Committee With the Curator of the Govern-
ment Oriental Manuscripts’ Library, Madras, as the Secretary, for the
final selection of manuscripts suitable for printing and for estimating
the cost of publication.

The following were the members of the Committee :—

1 Sri T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai, M.A., B.L.
2 ,, R.P. Sethu Pillai, B.A., B.L.
3 ,, C. M. Ramachandran Chettiar, B.A., B.L.
4 ,, R. Krishnamoorthy (Kalki).
5 Dr. N. Venkataramanayya, M.A. Ph. D.
6 Sri M. Ramanuja Rao-Naidu, M.A.
7 ,, V. Prabhakara Sastri.
8 ,, N. Venkata Rao, M.A.
9 ,, H. Sesha Ayyangar.
10 ,, Masti Venkatesa Ayyangar.
11 ,, M. Mariappa Bhat, M.A., L.T.
12 Dr. C. Achyuta Menon, B.A.7h. D.
13 ,, C. Kunhan Raja, M.4., D. Phil.
.14 ,, A. Sankaran, a.A., Ph. D., L.T.
15 Sri Polakam Rama Sastri.
16 ,, S. K. Ramanatha Sastri.
17 Dr. M. Abdul Hug., M.A., D. Phil. (Oxon.). -
18 Sri Afzul-ul-Ulama Hakim Khader Ahamed.
19 ,, P. D. Joshi.
20 ,, S. Gopalan, B.A,, B.L. .
21 ;, T. Chandrasekharan, M.A., L.T., Curator

Wmh the exception of Sri Masti Venkatesa Ayyangar, and
Dr. C. Kunhan Raja, the above members continued to be members of
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the Expert Committee for 1950-51 also to which the following gentle-
men were added in Government Memos. No. 7297-E/50-3, Education,
dated 19th May 1950, and 15875-E/50-4, Education, dated 7th
September 1960 :—

1 Dr. A. Chidambaranatha Chettiar, M.A., Ph. D.

2 8ri S. Govindarajulu, B.A., B.L., LL.B., Bar.-at-Law.

3 Capt. G. Srinivasamurthi, B.A., B.L., M.B. & O.M.

4 Dr. Muhammad Hussain Nainar, M.A., Ph.D.
5 Sri T. V. Subba Rao, B.A., B.L.
6 Principal, College of Indigenous Medicine, Madras.

In Government Memorandum No. 18947-E/52-2, Education, dated
7th August 1952, a few changes were made in the personnel of the
Expert Committee.

The names of the following members were deleted :—

1 Sri V. Prabhakara Sastri.
2 ,, C. Achyuta Menon.
3 ,, M. Abdul Hugq.

The following gentlemen were included as members of the Expert
Commiftee :—
1 Sri M. Somasekhara Sarma.
2 Dr. V. Raghavan, M.A,, Ph. D.
3 ,, R. Nagaraja Sarma, M.A., Ph. D.
4 ,, S. Krishnan Nayar, M.A., Ph. D.
5 Prof. S.A. Bukhari, m.a.

In G.0. Ms. No. 1819, Education, dated 8th November 1955, the
Government, reconstituted the Exper‘b Committee with the followmg

members :(—
SAN SKB.IT.

1 Dr. A. Sankaran, M.A., Ph. D., L.T.

2 Sri P. 8. Rama Sastri.

3 Dr. V. Raghavan, M.A., Ph. D

4 ,, R, Nagaraja Sarma, M.A. Ph., D. L.T.

5 Sri K. Balagsubramania Iyer, B.A., B.L., M.L.C.

TAMIL

. 6 Sri T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai, M.A., B.L., M.L.0.

7 ., R. P. Sethu Pillai, B.A., B.L,

8 ,, C. M. Ramathandran Chettiar, B.4., B.L.

9 ,, T. P. Meenakshi Sundaram Pillai, M.A., M.0.L,
10 Dr. A. Chidambaranatha Chettiar, M.4., Ph. D.
11 Sri N. T. Viswanathan, 8.4., 2.5.
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KANNADA. ‘
12 Captain G. Srinivasamurthi, B.A., B.L.,, M.B. & O.M.

13 Sri M. Mariappa Bhat, M.A., L.T.
“14 ,, H. Sesha Iyengar.

MALAYALAM.
‘15 Dr. S. Krishnan Nayar, M.A., Ph. D.

MARATHI.
16 Sri P.D. Joshi.

ISLAMIC LANGUAGES.

17 Professor 8. A. W. Bukhari Sahib, M.A., L.T.
18 Dr. Mohammed Abdul Hug., M.A., D. Phil. (Oxon.).
19 Sri S. M. Fazlullah, M.A., 1.T.

OTHERS.

20 Sri 8. K. Ramanatha Sastri, Sanskrit & Malayalam.

21 ,, T.V. Subba Rao, B.A,, B.L, Music in all languages.

22 The Principal, College of Indigenous Medicine, Madras-10,
medicine in all languages.

23 Sri S. Gopalan, B.A., B.L., Sanskrit, Tamil and Telugu.

94 ,, T. Chandrasekharan, M. A., L.T., In all languages
(Secreta,ry of all the Committees).

The members of the Committee met at Madras and at Tanjore to
examine the manuscnpts and make a selection. The recommen-
—dations of the Committee were accepted by the Government and they
decided to call these publications as the “MADRAS GOVERNMENT
ORIENTAL SERIES” and appointed the Curator, Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the General Editor of the publications
under this series.

The following manuséript were taken up for publication till now :—

“A» FROM THE GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL MANUSCRIPTS’

LIBRARY, MADRAS.

TAMIL.

1 Kappal Sattiram.

2 Anubhava Vaiddiya Muyrai. Vols. I and II.
3 Attanakoldhalam.

4 Upadééa Kapdam.

5 (Cplan Piirva Pattayam.

6 Sivajfida Dipam.

7 Dajcanysnar Vaiddiys Avbavansi,
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8 Vaiddiya-k-Kalaficiyam.
9 Anubhava Vaiddiya Murai, Vol. III.
10 Saptariginadi, Vol. I, Mésa Lagna.
11 Karnatakarajakkal Savistara Carittiram.
12 Bharata Siddhantam.
13 Pillai-p-pinivakatam Vol. I.
14 Anubhava Vaiddiyamurai Vol. IV.
15 Mattuvakatam.
16 Saptariginadi. Vol. II—Virugabha Lagna.
17 Temple Inscriptions of South India, Vol. I.
18 Saptariginadi. Vol. ITI, Mithuna TLagna.
19 Temple Inscriptions of South India, Vol. IL.
20 Pillai-p-pini Vakatam (on infantile disease) Vol. II.
21 Saptariginadi, Vol. IV, Kataka Lagna.
22 Peérir-k-Kovai.
23 Siddhantavilakkam.
24 Samudrikilaksanam.
25 Anandaranga-k-Kovai.
26 South Indian Temple Inscriptions, Vol. III, Part I.
27 Saptariginadi, Vol. V (Simha Lagna).
28 Maghasnanapurna Ammanai.
29 Kolacala Stala Purdnam.
30 Dina Kavitai, Vols. I and IT.
31 South Indian Temple Inscriptions Vol. III, Part II.
32 Thol kapiam Soladhikaram with Kolladanir Urai.

SANSKRIT.

1 Visanarayaniyam (Tantrasarasangraha).
. 2 Bhargava Nadika.

3 Hariharacaturadgam.

4 Brahmasiitravrtti—Mitaksara.

5 Nyayasiddhanta Tattvamrtam.

6 Arogyacintamani.

7 Tattavasara with Ratnasarini.

8 Siatrarthamrta Lahari.

9 (a) Ratnadipika

(b) Ratna,éa.stra
10 Dev&keralam-Candrakala Nadl Vol I Vol. II Part.sI & II.

11 Patafijala Yogasitra Bhagya . V1vara.n& by Sri Senkara
carya. -

- 12 Nyayaratnam with the commentary Dyutlmahks

13 Cikitsatilakam.
14 Nrttaratnivali, -
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15 Daivajfidbharana.

16 Abhoga—Kalpataru-Vyakhya.

17 Aumapatam.

18 Mahabhaskariyam.

19 Devakeralam—Chandrakals Nadi, Vol. II.
20 Nayadyumani.

21 Bhavabodha—Tattvaprakasika-Vyakhya.
22 Nyaya candrika.

23 Paficapadika vivarana with commentaries.

TELUGU.

1 Ausadhayogamulu.

2 Vaidyanighantuvu.

3 Dhanurvidyavilasamu.
4 Yogadarsanavisayamu.
5 Khadgalaksanagiromani.
6 Saivacarasangrahamu.

7 Anubhavavaidyamu.

8 Abhinayadarpanamu.

9 Brahmavidyasudharnavamu.
10 Ragatalacintdmani.

11 Vaidyacintamani.

12 Kumararamunikatha.
13 Katamarajukatha.

14 Sariramu.
15 Bharatasarasangraha.
18 Bobbiliyuddhakatha.
17 Haidarcaritramu.

18 Aryabhatiya Siddhantam.

19 Cudappah Inscriptions.
20 Yamunavyaya vilasamu.
- MALAYALAM.
1 Garbha Cikatsa.
2 (a) Vastulaksanam.
(b) Silpavisayam
3 Mahasaram.
4 Kanakkuséram.
B> Kriyﬁ.ka,mnd&m
6 Kanakkusiram (B&l&pm'bod.ham)
7 Aévacikitsa. :

" 8 Pha,lasalja,sa.muncaja,.

9 Kilvantusamvadam.
10 Adveita V&d&ntam.
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11 Barhaspatyasiitra with Malayalam commentery.
12 Karanapaddhati.

13 Vidyamadhaviyam.

14 Sarvasidharana Cikitsa.

15 Vigacikitsa and Visappattusaram. .

16 Jfianapiyiingam.

17 Vetilapaficavimsati.

18 Yudhisthiravijayam.

19 Kathakalimafijari.

20 Vaidyagrantham.

KANNADA.

1 Lokopakéaram.

2 Rattamatam.

3 Agvagistram.

4 Vividhavaidyavigayagalu.

5 Sangitaratnakara.

6 Siipadastra.

7 Vaidyasdrasangraham, Vol. I,

8 Sadgururahasyam.
9 Vaidyasarasangraham, Vol. IL.

10 Manmathavijayam.
11 Abhidhanaratnamala.
12 Vyavaharaganitam.
13 Jivasambodane.

14 Kamandakanitisara.

ISLAMIC LANGUAGES.
PERSIAN. 3

1 Jami-Al-Ashya:

2 Tibbe-E. Faridi. .

3 Tahgig-Al-Buhran.

4 Safinat-Al-Najat.

5 Baharistan-i-Sukhan.

6 Nuskha-E-Shajahani.

7 Tuhfa-E. Khani.

8 Rugqa’at-e- Walajahi.

9 Nushkajat-i-Mujrvab.
= ~ ARABIC.

1 Shawakil-Ul-Hur. y
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“B” FROM THE TANJORE MAHARAJA SERFOJI'S
SARASWATHI MAHAL LIBRARY, TANJORE.

TAMIL.
1 Sarabhéndra Vaiddiya Murai (Diabetes).
2 : do. (Eyes).
3 do. (Anaemia).
4 do. - (Svasakasam).

5 Agastiyar 2000.
6 Konkanardarakku Vaippu.
7 Tiruccirrambalakkévaiyar with Padavurad.
8 Talasamudram.
9 Bharatanatyam
10 (a) Pandikeli Vilasa Natakam.
(b) Puriirava Cakravarti Natakam.
(c) Madana Sundara Vilasa Natakam.

11 Percy Macqueen’s Collection of Folklore in the Madras
University Library.
12 Ramaiyan Ammanai.

TELUGU.
1 Kamandakanitisdramu.
2 Taladagapranapradipika.
3 Raghunatha Nayakabhyudayamu.,
4 Rijagopala Vilasamu.
5 Ramayanamu by Katta Varadraju.

MAHRATHI.
1 Natyaséastra Sangraha.

2 (a) Book, of knowledge.

(b) Folk songs.

(¢) Dora Darun Véni Paddhati.

(d) Advasa Catula Dumani. .
3 (a) Prat@pasimhendra Vijaya Prabandha.

(b) Sarabhendra Tirthévali.

(¢) Lavani. .
4 Devendra Kuravafiji.
5 Bhakta Vilasa.
6 Sloka Baddha Ramayana.

SANSKRIT

.1 Aévasastra With Tricolour Tllustrations.
- 2 Rajamrganka.
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3 Auandakendem.

4 Ayurvedamahodadhi.

5 Gita Govinda Abhinaya.
" 6 (a) Colacampi.

b) Sahendra Vilasa.

7 Dhramakitam-Sundra Kénda.

8 Jatakasara.

9 Visnnutattvanirnaya Vyakhya.
10 Sangita Darpana.

The Government in their G.0. Ms. No. 1820, Education, dated 4th
August 1952, sanctioned a grant of Rs. 9,000 to the Dr. V. Swaminatha
Aiyar’s Tamil Library, Adyar, towards the publication of the following
manuscripts as part of the ‘“Madras Government Oriental Series’” :—

1 Tiruvicaka Vyakhyanam.
2 Mahabharata Ciidamani.
The Government in G. 0. Ms. No. 909, Educatlon, dated 23rd Mmy
1957, have sanctioned the publication of the Manuscript Kappal Kovai
by Dr. V. Swaminatha Aiyar Library, Adyar.

It is hoped that the publication of most of the importanat manuscripts
will be completed Within the next few years.

Some of the manuscripts taken up for publication are represented
by single copies in the library and consequently the mistakes that are
found in them could not be corrected by comparing them with other
copies. The editors have, however, tried their best to suggest correct
readings. The wrong readings are given in round brackets. When
different readings are found, they have been given in the foot-notes
except in the case of a few books in which the correct readings have
been given in the foot-note or incorporated in the text itself. '

The Government of Madras have to be thanked for financing the
entire scheme of publication, although there is a drive for economy in
all the departments. My thanks are due to the members of the Expert
Committee, who spared no ~pains in selecting the manuscripts for
publication, I have also to thank the various editors, who are experts in
their own field, for readily consenting to edit the manuscripts and see
them through the press. The various Presses that have co-operated
in printing the manuscripts in the best manner possible also deserve
my thanks for the patience exhibited by them in ca,rrymg out the
corrections made in the proofs.

The present work Vetalapafica Viméati is based on a palm.leaf
Manuscript D. No. 324 available in the Government Oriental Manus-
oripte Library, Madres. Though the press copy of the work was
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entrusted to the learned editor, Kumari M. N. Sreedevi, Professor of
Malayalam, Presidency College, Madras, during the year 1954-55, the
printing was delayed on account of various causes and it was possible
to complete it only just now. Though the editor was requested to
prepare the introductions both in English and Malayalam, they have
not been received for inclusion in this edition. She has now been trans-
ferred to the Kerala State. Hence it has become necessary to issue the
publication without the introducsion of the editor. I have however
added a brief summary of some of the stories of the work in Malayalam
and English for the benefit of the readers. It is hoped that the book
will be received well by the public.

GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
MANUSORIPTS LIBRARY, Cyrator.
MaDprAS, TTH SEPTEMBER 1957,






R ey |

SUMMARY OF THE TEXT.

There was a king called Vikramaditya. A hermit used to presen
him with a fruit annually, which he handed over to his gervant. By
chance, the king knew that each fruit contained a jewel- When the
king, desirous of giving a reward, asked the hermit politely, what
help he could render him, the hermit instructed him to go to the
cemetery and bring down from a tree a corpse which was hanging on
it. Though the king was afraid and struck with wonder at the news
that a ghoul Vetala had taken abode in the corpse, he persisted to
perform the accepted duty. When the king brings the corpse, Vetala
tells a story ending in a question which the king is forced to answer.
When the correct answer is given, the corpse falls off and reaches its
original place. After experiencing this difficulty several times, the
king stood there silent and worried. Vetala, feeling pity on him,
revealed to him that the cruel hermit was planning to kill him. The
king took notice of this and became careful. Inthe end, when the
ceremonies are over, the hermit orders the king to prostrate before
him. As per the advice of Vetala, the king says that he will do so
if he is shown how to perform the _prostration. When the hermit
does so, his head is cut off. All the stories of Vetala are to be very
carefully answered. The king is silenced by the question as to what
will be the relationship of the children born to a father who marries
the daughter of a woman whom his son espouses. Such a critical
situation arose from rash vows. When a king and his son see foot-
prints of two women, they vow that the father would marry the
woman with big foot-prints and the son the other one with small
foot-prints. When followed and seen the women, they realized that
the woman with small foot- pnnts was the mother and the more
beautiful one.

In the same way, another story ends with the question as to who
among the three lovers, will be eligible to accept as wife the woman
who was saved from a demon by their united effort. The first skill-
fully found out the place where she was hidden, the second by magic
made a cart to seek for her and the third bravely killed the
demon. Here, the king said that the man who killed the demon
deserved to be the husband. Another story ends in the question as
to who is the nobler; the husband-to-be who allowed his wife to see
a man at night on the date of their marriage, the robber, who, know-
ing her mission left her on the way unhurt, or the lover who,
realizing the mnoble deed of the husband returned her unharmed.

2



A youth vows to give his head to Bhattarika, if he wins a beautiful
maid as wife, and he pays his debt. His friend, being afraid of suspi-
cion of murder follows suit. Seeing the headless bodies of the husband
and his friend, the wife becomes sorrowful. Pleased with her, the
Goddess appeared and ordered her to bring the heads. Restoring the
heads to the bodies, the Goddess gave them life. But the heads were
exchanged. The husband’s head on the friend’s body and vice versa.
In this critical situation, when Vetala asks who will be the husband,
the king answers that as the head is important the person with the
true head will be the husband. Vetala asks the king which hand
‘oub of the three, raised at the time of offering, is fit to accept the
offering made by one who was, the son of a thief, brought up by
a Brahman and adopted by a king. The three hands belonged to the
spirits of the above three persons who were already dead. In these
stories, the main figure is Durga, who is pleased with mantras and
tantras. But there is one distinctly Buddhist story. A king wants a
human sacrifice for his personal benefit. His parents and the
Brahmin priest compel him to fulfil that desire. But, knowing the
mortality of the world and seeing men’s reckless behaviour, the
sacrificial ~ child laughs even at the time of swordfall,  The
Balibhokia, viz., the king, understanding the meaning of the
child’s laughter spares his life and disappears. This book contains
teventy-five such stories. ‘
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