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A GOLDEN JUBILEE

It was 8th February 1959. The whole of
“Carmel Hill” premises had put on a
festive attire. The monastery church
was decorated with newly bought crape
and china paper, silk and garlands etc.
The sacristan who had exhausted all his
artistic talents in the long years of his

who was Prior of Carmel Hill Monastery,
Trivandrum, from 1928 to 1947. ;
The venerable Jubilarian sang the
Solemn Mass in the presence of a large
concourse of the faithful and of the
religious community including the repre-
sentatives from the various monasteries

service did not fail to invent a new of our holy Order in Malabar. After
design to the Gospel,
make use of Very Rev.
the same old : Fr. William,
materials in iter plcture O A
splendidly The Very Rev. Fr. Constantine O. C. D. preached a
decorating (Prior of Carmel Hill Monastery, Trivandrum®. 1928 - 1947) beautiful
the main al- | 20 A eI \ sermon  in
s Born at Roulers, Belgium on \ % 6 12 - 1889 English,
To add to | Professed at Bruges on /5 [45 : 8— 9-1909 in which,
the solemn- | Ordained priest in Dublin on _;19— 9-1915 quotinlg tb;
¥ty of ~ithe =] : : : i : /4 canticle o
L Arrived in India as Missionary oq 15-10-1922 M agnifiuae
new set of | S he gave

precious sa-
cred vestments was presented by the
catholic laity of Trivandrum, among
whom the members of the Third Order
of Carmel deserve special mention.

It was all to celebrate the Golden
Jubilee of the religious profession of
Very Rev. Fr. Constantine, O.C.D.,

vent to the
Jubilarian’s sentiments ©°f praise and
gratitude to the Divine Bounty.

The domestic celebrations inside the mo-
nastery especially in the refectory were
marked with the characteristic Teresian
spirit of joviality and innocent mirth.
The presence at table of Their Excellen-



‘cies Dr. Jerome Fernandez, Bishop of
‘Quilon and Dr. Peter Bernard Pereira,
Auxiliary Bishop of Trivandrum, added
a flavour to the exquisite dishes prepared
by our cook with delicate attention.
~ In the evening after a group photo
‘there was a public meeting presided over
by His Excellency the Rt. Rev. Dr,
. Vincent Dereere, Bishop of Trivandrum,
""‘ko congratulate the Jubularian. Some of
" our distinguished guests were the Very
Rev Prs. Iraneus, QUL Dl v Viicar: Pros
. vincial of the Carmellte Missionary
Fathers in the diocese of Trivandrum,
 Nemesius, O. C. D., Vicar Provincial of
~ the Carmelite Fathers in the diocese of
 Vijayapuram, Theophine, O. C. D., Vicar
* Provincial of Marjummel, Rt. Rev. Mgr.
Kuruvila, Vicar General of the Archdio-
~cese of Trlvandrum
Our Velv Rev. Fr. Provincical who
~ had o organised the meeting and who was
~ closely associated with the Jubilarian
for many years, welcomed the audience
~ in these words.
‘It was the feast of our Holy Father
- St. Joseph, 19th March 1928. We, the
first eight ' aspirants of the Carmelite
. First Order from India, residing then at
Ca,rmel Hill, were all on a sudden aksed
~ just few minutes before 5. p. m. not to go
.%o the choir as usual for mental prayer,

but to go out to the garden. It wasa
gurpnse for us.

- We had already observed some strange
faces and white beards of missionaries
commg in since midday. At 5 p. m. they
- all entered our prayer room, some clad
“m white mantle and others in surplice.
Curlouas as we were, we took our stand
~in the garden facing the prayer room.
~ In spite of all our efforts we could over-
hear only certain whisperings of that

cqso?beiammb

secret session. At supper we noticed a
tall, thin, stately figure occupying the
presidential seat of our former superior,
Very Rev. Fr. Augustine. It was none
other than the Very Rev. Fr. Constantine
who had just taken charge as the Prior
of Carmel Hill Monastery, Trivandrum.
His ascetic face beaming with love
and sympathy immediately conquered
our hearts. This contact was to last for
19 years during which, as His Reverence
directed the destinies of this monastery
and this Province, he became very dear
to us. Eye-witnesses though we were,
it is impossible for us to describe the
pains he took together with his assistant,
Very Rev. Fr. Lucas, our beloved Novice
Master, in order to organise Carmelite
life in this country. It was not an easy
task to form us young men coming from
the country parts. We have amusing
incidents to narrate how he tested our
growing virtues. To be short I give
only one. Once he placed few beautiful
paintings in the Library and left its door
open. Now we had to pass several times
a day along that way . to the choir.
We were taught to walk with great
modesty of eyes and our hands under
the holy scapular, devoutly reciting the
psalms.. After a week he asked us whe-
ther we had seen those beautiful pictu-
res. None of us had observed them.
All of us got the first prize for modesty
of eyes. Sometimes we could guess that
he was going to test us; then it was easy
to score cent per cent marks. Before
long we understood that he was a divine-

ly appointed instrument to mould each
one of us,

His spirit of observation was so keen
that he could easily find out even our
least defects and prescribe the apt
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remedy. To pay attention to details
amidst preoccupying duties is difficult
for many persons; but it was so natural
to Vety Rev. Fr. Constantine that he
could direct even the minutest activities
of the Community.

I do not wish to desbribe all that he
had done and what he was for us, lest I
should wound his sense of humility. If
I recall anything it is only for God’s
glorification and for our edification.
His inspiring instructions, his filial and
tender devotion to the Bl. V. Mary, his
high sense of duty, his spirit of recollec-
tion amidst untiring activities etec.
remain impressed in our minds.

His correspondence with the Major
Superiors and our benefactors was so
vast and varied that his poor typewriter
had no rest much more than his fingers.
As the number of the religious and the
monasteries -increased, his work became
too heavy for his frail body. ' The
strain caused by the second world war
and other difficulties was so intense that
towards 1946 we had to witness with
tears in our eyes that our beloved Father
was broken down in his nervous system
and was bed-ridden. His motto was
that of St. Paul: “I shall spend myself
and shall be spent”. And Fr. Constan-
tine has been literally faithful to that.
Finally due to ill-health he took leave
of us in 1947, entrusting the work to us

‘whom he had brought up with such
paternal care.

Now it is after an absence of twelve
long years that His Reverence visits
Carmel Hill and happily this year
coincides with the £0th anniversary of
his religious life. We have therefore
thought it our bounden duty to celebrate
this Golden Jubilee in order to thank

spite of the protests which the humi-

God for the innumerable blessmgs HB

upon so many other souls through hun. |
Hence we have organised today’s
functions, especially this meeting in

lity of the Jubilarian has made. But he
has yielded to holy obedience and
accepted our invitation to celebrate hié,
Jubilee with us. Therefere in the name
of the whole Carmelite Province of
Malabar which counts today 77 religious
and in the name of all our friends, well-
wishers, and members of our Third Order
and Pious Associations assembled here,
I extend a most hearty welcome to Very
Rev. Fr. Constantine, our Venerable

Jubilarian as the first guest of honour 1n,'
this gathering. |

My welcome to His Reverence goes
further. I avail myself of this occasion
to make known publicly that we:
ardently desire and earnestly invite His
Reverence to stay with us at Carmel
Hill for the rest of his life as a solace
and inspiration for us with in the monas-
tery and for the faithful outside.

If I turn to welcome His Excellency
the President only in the second place,
it is because he too had to join us to
welcome our first guest of honour. His
Excellency, as you know, is a member of
our religious family and as such he is
always welcome here. But on this
occasion we have specially invited His
Excellency, because of his longstanding
relation with our Venerable Jubilarian
and with great pleasure he has accepted
our invitation. I do most warmly
welcome His Excellency to our midst.

There is one who deserves our welcome
and gratitude for more than cne reason.
But for him we would not have the

o
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j.Tubllarlan kept here under obedience.
%t is none other than the Very Rev. Fr.
Iraneus, Vicar Provincial of the Car-
melite Missionaries in the diocese of
Trivandrum. He represents for us that
long array of valiant missionaries who
have zealously worked for more than
two centuries in our country in order to
establish the three present flourishing
~ dioceses of Kottar, Trivandrum and
. Quilon. You have only to turn your
eyes to Carmel Hill to see what they
‘have done for our country. Sixty years
ago Carmel Hill was an abandoned and
~ almost haunted place. Today it is a
. quiet and solitary place of worship and
of incessant prayer. The change-over
was effected at the cost of enormous
sacrifice in men and money. The
| granite walls of Carmel Hill represent
. the resoluteness and iron will of those
energetic men who spared no pains for
. the good of souls.
: Recalling with deep sense of gratitude
- ali that the Flemish Missionaries have
_ done in this country for the welfare of
~the Church in general and of our Order
~in particular, 1 do most cordially
. welcome their representative and the
~ present Vicar Provincial Very Rev.Fr
Iraneus.

7&-——.-—“—- ——— A-‘--A,,,
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Similarly I have immense pleasure in
introducing to you the Very Rev. Fr.
Nemesius, representative here present
of an equally illustrious and praise-
worthy phalange of Spanish Carmelite
Missionaries working in the northern

parts of our country. Placing on record

with a grateful heart the inestimable
service they have rendered towards the
constitution of our Province by handing
over to us their properties and two of
their big monasteries-which service [ am
sure they will continue to give towards
its consolidation—I do aecord a most
hearty welcome to Very Rev. Fr.
Nemesius....

Finally our Very Rev. Fr. Provincial
welcomed the speakers and all those who
were present at the meeting.

His Excellency the President in his
gpeech referred to the good catholic
family of Cloussee, whence Very Rev. Fr.
Constantine hails and attributed to the
goodness of his mother all the graces
received by the Jubilarian.

Both the speakers Rev. Fr. Antony
Pereira and Chev. Joseph Vithayathil
paid a glowing tribute to the Jubilarian’s
goodness of heart, his winning manners.
his administrative ability and sense of
duty etc. Ad multos annos.

‘e aamleno Mgy clomlsteegglaiggainiem’ agooe aelw aweIa0 e’
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