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- Catholics of Kerala, who are smar-
ting under the recollection that they
could not, as yet, own a son or daughter
‘of the soil among the canonised saints of
~ the Church, have the slim consolation
~ that the canonical process relating to
- two of their compatriots, Fr. Kuriakose
Elias Chavaora, the founder of the Syrian
Cargnehte Congregation in Malabar, and
Sister Alphonsa, the Clarist nun, is
ﬁr‘ogressing satisfactorily, under the
~ auspices of the fespective Tribunals, in
~ the Archdiocese of Changanacherry and
_ the diocese of Palai. The record of the
: f_-avdurs, spiritual and temporal, received
by hundreds and hundreds of Catholics,
 members of other Christian denomina-
~ tions and followers of non-Christian
- _r_gﬁéio_ns, through the intercession of
. these two Servants of God, is growing
in volume and credibility day by day;
~ and the popular belief is that the happy
".conclusmn of the Process resulting in
the Canonization of these Keralite
Servants of God is only a question of
time. While the fame of a great number
of - favours and miraculous cures credited
to the intercession of these Servants of
 God has spread beyond the borders of
_ India, it is not generally known that
Sister Alphonsa herself was a client and
- beneficiary of the Carmelite Monk, Fr,
. Kuriakose Elias Chavara.
- It is a widely admitted fact that
Sister Alpbonsa was a chronic invalid
- for the greater part of her life. It might
be said that after her teens, she was
. rarely free from the attack of one
; ma.lady or other. Her spiritof endurance

e
=

KERALA'S TWO SERVANTS OF GOD

(V. C. GEORGE)

was far from the ordinary, and her
resignation to the will of God and the
habit of offering to the Almighty her
pain and suffering in expiation for the
sins of the world came to be reckoned
among the most predominant of her

virtues. Hemorrhage was the major
malady that had troubled Sister
Alphonsa, for years together. The

disease began its attack only during
Alphonsa’s Postulantship in the convent.
Her Superiors became alerted, and steps
were taken to give her the best available
Ayurvedic treatment. The two pro-
minent Ayurvedic physicians of Kerala,
Olassayil Moose and Vayaskara Potti,
tried their hereditary professional skill
on the patient, followed by the Catholic
Ayurvedic physician, Mathai Kalloo-
kunnel, without effecting any improve-
ment in her condition. Surgical aid was
thought necessary, and Alphonsa was
subsequently temoved to Ernakulam.
Dr. Mrs, Francis performed an operation
on her, in consulation with the late Dr.
Rao, Chief Medical Officer, Cochin State
and the late Dr. C. L. Joseph. The
operation was successful and the patient
was advised to have complete rest for a
few days, in the Ernakulam General
Hospital: During this period, there was
an attempt on the part of a miscreant
doctor to pollute Alphonsa’s Virginity,
and she had to exert herself overmuch
in the heroic act of getting her virginity
safeguarded. But the surgical operation
%unhapplly defeated, and her life
If, was exposed to danger. The
circumstances of the diabolic attempton
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the part of the doct;or, and Aiphonsa’s
selfdefence were kept concealed from
others for a long time. After one month

more spent in the Hospital, the young

postulant was taken to Bharananganam,
poorer in health than ever before,
Renewed Ayurvedic treatment by
Olassayil Moose for two years brought
about some improvement in Alphonsa’s
health, and in 1952 she was able to take
up teaching work in the Vakakad
school conducted by the: clarist nuns.
There was neither convent nor boarding
house attached to the school; and the
new teacher had to cross over hills and
dales to reach Bharananganam, from
Vakakad at the closing of the school
year. This unprecedented exertion
caused hemorrhage to set in with in-
creased vigour, and other symptoms of
physical break-down also appeared.
Alphonsa had to spend sleepless nights

~consecutively for three months, and had

1o remain without food for days to-
gether. Yet, her thirst for becoming a
novice of the Franciscan Tertiaries did
not abate, in the least. The Novitiate
was formally inaugurated at Changana-
therry in 1934; but Alphonsa was not,
at that time, admitted there as a Novme,
for reasons of health.

Alphonsa’s serious and continued

illness made her a client of Fr, Kuria-
kose Elias Chavara, who had died in
the odour of sanctity in 1871, and whose
mediation began to be sought by persons
of all ranks in distress ever since his
demise. Alphonsa remembered that the
fame of the Carmelite monk as a h

of the diseased and desolate had spr
Over Kerala and in countries outside.
She firmly believed that his intercession
before the Throng of Heaven would solve

‘pathetic

her problem and bring about the fulfil-

ment of her highly cherished desire of
becoming a nun. After  months of
waiting and praying Alphonsa. was
admitted to the Novitiate in August
- 1935. The strain of the new method of
living with the strict observance of the
rules pertaining to community, life .
effectcd a change for the worse in :
Alphonsa’s health, and she was even- ]
tully confined to her bed: Besides
abdominal hemorrhage, she had also
bleeding from the mouth, and somet1mes~ '
even from the nose and the eyes. Aﬂ
more complicated and pitiable situation ._
could not be imagined. An ulcer in the
right thigh close to the waist also deve-
loped.  Once more, the patient was suc-
cessively put under the treatment of
able and experienced Allopathic and
Ayurveda doctors and physicians; but

there was no improvement whatever in

the severity of the disease; and within a '
short time Alphonsa turned out to bea
picture of unending - pain,
suffering and misery. The Novice Mist-
ress and the other authorities of the
convent were in great difficulty, It need
not be stated that a bed-ridden, agoni-
sing Novice was certainly a. stumbling
block in the peaceful progress of normal
Novitiate life. It was almost decided
to send Alphonsa to Bharananganam,
and permission was requested for the
purpose from the late Bishop James
Kalacherry of Changanacherry. That
stout-hearted prelate was found an over-
flowing spring of clemency to the ailing
Novice. “Let her remain here, even if
she is to die of this attack,” was the

Bishop’s curt reply Alphonsa’s condi-

tion grew worse, from day to day. Her '
case was given up by the doctors, and
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_ Alphonsa.

‘the intervention of Fr. Kuriakose Elias

“the gbneral behef was that nothmg shott
of a miracle could save her from the
jaws of 1mmed1ate death, With renewed -
zeal, all ~persons about the convent and
the novnt:ate prayed for the intercession
of Fr. Kuriakose Elias on behalf of
Fr. Aloysius Perumalil, a
Carmelite Monk, the Spiritual Director
of the Clarist Novitiate, gave a new
impetus to the prayer crusade advising
all concerned to do their best to secure

in the- matter, and presenting to them
the copy of a special prayer invoking
the aid of -“The Great Prior” as Fr.
Kuriakose Elias was known generally
among the people. A picture of the
great Prior which Fr.
given to Alphonsa was treasured by her
under the pillow with great devotion.
- She used to take this picture often from
its resting place, and kiss it fervently
~ praying for the great Carmelite Priest's
help in her sad predicament, “The sight
oftbp Picture gave me confidence in the
gg‘mﬂ; Prior, and increased my devo-
‘fm ‘to him,” wrote Sister Alphonsa .
aﬁerwards -
Fr Varkey Muttathupadath, a con-%
t_e’tﬁf;iorrary of Fr. Kuriakose Elias

‘Chavara and a Carmelite Tertiary like
- himself, who was the brother of the

great-grand-father of Alphonsa, had pre-
~served secretly in a small gold casket

SOIBB cutting of the hair of Fr. Kuria- i

kose Elias, of course, attracted by the
extraordinary holy life of the Great
Prior. On the death of Fr. Varkey the
casket came into

~inmates of the House,
.in Alphonsa’s.condition was felt during

_death,
ninth day of the Novena- the Novice
Aloysius had_ mistress, who had her room next to that

*Here is the Great Prior.

a&ﬁéﬁmm

Joseph and entrusted it to the bed-ridden
Alphonsa, advising her to pray assiduo-
usly for her recovery, occasionally
kissing with devotion this Relic of the
Great Prior. This advice was stricly
followed by the invalid. Thereupon a
Novena invoking the intercession of Fr.
Kuriakose Elias was commenced at the
Novitiate, Alphonsa reciting the prayers
of the Novena individually as often as
she could, and also along with the other
No improvement

the early days of the Novena, and the

patient appeared to be on the pointof
on several occasions. On the

where Alphonsa lay, heard voices in the

patient’s room, at about 3, O’clock in the
"morning.
Novices who had been directed to keep

She thought that one of the

watch by the bedside of Alphonsa was

speaking. The Novice Mistress there-

upon, walked along, and looked into
Alphonsa’s room and found both of its
occupants sleeping. Approching the bed

«of Alphonsa, she found her muttering

something in her sleep and making some
gestures as well. On waking Alphonsa
up. she began the conversation thus: |
Do you not

see him? Let me ask for his blessing.”

According to a writtn statement of the

Novice Mistress, authoritatively printed
and published, Alphonsa further in-
formed her that F'r. Kuriakose Elias had:
appeared to her in a vision, had blessed

the possession of her and that she was free from her
- Fr. Joseph Muttathupadath, the brothe%zss. “This may be the work of my

of Alphonsa’s grand father, by way of
Fr. Aloysius Perumalil
valued casket from Fr.

inheritance.
scured this

magination or a dream. But, I am now
free from all trouble. The bleeding has
stopped and the ulcer on the thigh has
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‘pealed up.” She exclaimed with jubi-
lation. The thigh which had the ulcer
' was examined by Alphonsa’s fellow
povice, and the uleer had completely
disappeared. Alphonsa accompained by
' the Novice Mistress and the other
. Novice, thereupon, walked to the Chapel

thanks to God and also to Fr. Kuriakoss
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| and the three prayed there offering

Elias. According to a statement since
written by sister Alphonsa, the servant
of God had two more visions of Fr.
Kuriakose Elias, in' subsequent years,
which resulted in unexpected curesof
serious bodily complainis that had!

afflicted her-rather a slight reminder to

us of the doctrine of the communion of
the Saints. ; ;
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Director, Scapular Apostolate, Carmel Hill Monastery, Trivandrum-1.
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