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*“Carmel” feels very happy fo asso
ciate itself in a special manner with the-
magnificent and joyous celebrations be”
ing organised by the priests and people
of the diocese of Trivandrum to convey
their felicitations and to proclaim their
allegience and devotion to His Excel-
lency the Right Rev.d Dr. Vincent Victor
Dereere, their revered Pastor and Father,
on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of
his Episcopal consecration.

The diccese of Trivandrum has every
reason to commemorate the event which
18 the first land mark

1t is a matter of legitimate pride for
the diocese that it can count upon its
faithful, especially from the beach in
times of peril against Catholic faith.
Simple but staunch, they will die for
what they hold to be true. Together
with the Catholics of the mid-Kerala,

they have distinguished themselves in
our historic *liberation struggle” for
security of Catholic

the safety and :
Schools against the Communist menace.

As there is much to do for the spiri- :
tual and social uplift of  these good peo-
ple, nobody can assume

in the history of the
new-born diocese. It
was its singular privi
lege to be nourished
and nursed by His Ex-

Front Picture
H. E. The Right
Reyv. d Dr. Vincent V. Dereere

Bishop of Trivandrum
The Jubilerian

a self - complaisant
attitude on the past
achievements; but in-
stead, the people and
the priests of the

cellency the Right
Rev. d Dr. Vincent
Dereere ever since its birth in 1937
Under his zealous leadership the

diocese of Trivandrum has made such
great strides of progress in the last 24
Vears of its existence that to-day, with
the integration of a part of the old
Cochin diocese, it counts 232,672 catho-
lics among a total population of 1,426,157
Within an area of 840 sq. miles.

Diccese should ‘rightly
rally Tound  their
Bishop and Pastoreven with moreloyal-
ty, cooperation and apostolic zeal than
in the past years. The number of priests
and institutions 1is to be increa-
sed; social work is to be organised.
Eighty priests and few Religious of a
single monastery in the Diocese are too
inadequate to cater for the spiritual
needs of over two lakhs of the faithful,
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The Minor Seminary, started few years
to meet this long-felt need is
ofcourse a far-sighted measure which
will certainly bear abundant fruits in

o future.

~ The most significant of the works
recently undertaken in the Diocese
under the inspiration of their Excellen-

~cies the Bishop and his Auxilary is to

provide homes for the homeless. We
are glad to note that Social Action has
seen the need of descending from the

- platform to the practical ground. If

Catholics take an active part in Social
Action to be organised on non-communal

‘basis in predominantly catholic centres

under able and enlightened catholic
leadership, much of the Government
subsidies which otherwise would go to
private pockets, may be utilised for the
good of our people.

The present celebrations of the Epis-
copol Silver Jubilee of His Excellency
the Rt. Rev. Dr. Vincent V. Dereere
must be a pledge of an enthusiastic co-
operation from the generous people and
priests of the Diocese of Trivandrum
towards an all-round progress of its
faithful.

While extending to His Excellency,
the Venerable Jubilerian, our most cor- _
dial and best auguries on the occasion _
of this Jubilee of gratitude and rejoic-
ing, we ardently wish and pray that our
Lord may shower His most abundant
graces and blessings to enable him to
see the realisation of his cherished
desires and apostolic programmes for
the spiritual and temporal welfare of the
flock entrusted to him by Divine Provi-
dence. Ad multos annos!
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SILVER JUBILEE

of
His Excellency the Right Reverend Dr. Vincent Victor Dereere, O.C. D
Bishop of Trivandrum.

( By

The 4th” February 1961 will be for
ihe Latin Diocese of Trivandrum, a day
of grand celebrations and of great jubil-
ation on the completion of the 25 years
of Episcopate of His Exc. Rt. Rev.
Vincent V. Dereere, 0. C.D. its HFirst
Bishop.

Victor Dereere was born in Ostend
(Belgium) on the 12th February 1880.
He entered the Major Seminary at Bru-
ges and was ordained Priest there on the
15th June 1905. He was given gseveral
important offices, especially in the Dio-
cesan College at Menin. But he wanted
to devote himself entirely to the service
of God and was attracted to the Order
of Carmel; he entered the Novitiate of
the Order at Bruges on the 2nd Sept.
1925 and became Father Vincent of St.
Theresa of Lisieux.

It was His Exc. Rt. Revd. A. M.
Benziger, the then Bishop of Quilon, who
on a visit to Belgium, became the instru-
ment in the Hands of God and of Our
Lady, Mediatrix of all Graces, to influ-
ence and convimce the young Father
Vincent t6 give himself to the Work of
the Missions. Revd. Fr. Vincent came
to India on the 30th October 1926, and he
joined immediately the staff of the
Quilon Major Seminary as Professor of

- Philosophy and as Spiritual Director.

His devotion and his experience made
him very soon the confidant of all the
seminarists. He took his Solemn Vows
in the “Carmel Hill Monastery” Trivan-
drum on the 17th June 1928. He was nomi-
nated Vicar Provincial of the Trivan-
drum Mission on -the 10th of June 1933
and became the Rector of the Major
Seminary of Quilon on the 10th Oct. 1934.

Rev. Fr. Cansraimne, 0.C.D.)

But the Divine Providence had still
greater designs: His Rev. was to become
the immediate successor of His Exec. Rf.
Revd. A.M. Benziger himself. Mgr. Ben-
ziger had become old and sickly, and
several times HisExe. had asked Rome
to allow him to retire, but Rome did not
agree to it so soon; He gave his resigna-

tion in 1931 and at once withdrew to the

Carmelite Novitiate at Carmel Hill,
where he continued to lead a humble,
simple and penitential religious life.

His Excellency Rt. Revd. Vincent
Victor Dereere, O.C.D., elected on the
10th February 1936, was consacrated
Bishop of Quilon, at Quilon 1tself on the
17th May 1936.

By this time a bifurcation of the
ancient Diocese of Quilon, so extensive
and so thickly populated, became a ne-
cessity; the new Diocese of Trivandrum,
was erected and his Exec.Rt. Rev Vincent
Dereere, became its First Bishop
in December 1937. The new Bishop gave
all his energy to the work to which
Divine Providence had destined him,
and with the grace of God and with the
help of Mary, his untiring zeal and de-
votion brought his work to a magnificent
and unforeseen success, The Diocese of
Trivandrum has at present a catholic
population of 232, 672 souls, and obtains
the fourth rank among the Latin Dio-
ceses of India, as regards the number of
Catholics.

Let us thank God and Our Lady for
all the favours and graces the Venerable
Jubilerian Bishop has received and let
us also pray that the Good God and Our
Lady may continue to help and protect
His Excellency.




IN MEMORIAM

It was with sentiments
of deep sorrow that we
heard of the sad demise
of Very Rev. Fr. Celes-
tine of St. Joseph
0. C. D.; which occurred
in Ghent, Belgium, on
28th  December 1960.
Carmel in India has
lost in him on earth a
great - benefactor and
well-wisher, nay, a vert-
table Father; for it was
he who with the late
Very Rev. Fr. William
of St. Albert, the then
Superior General, who
brought to realisation a
long-felt need and desire
of a Novitiate of the
Carmelite First Order
for the Indians. His
broad out-look, and sense

Very Rev. Fr. Celestine of St. Joseph O.-C. D. of wision cciltp le_d with
firm determination and

indomitable courage could over-come with God’s help the manifold
di fliculties which paved his way to success.  As Father of Indian Carmel
he always took very keen interest in all that concerned the Province of
Malabar, even when he ceased to exercise any authority over it.  The first
batch of Indian students who went to Belgium for their religious and prie-
stly training still remember with gratitude and admiration with what
Fatherly affection and kindness he came to Paris to receive them.

He was a very jovial man, full of spirit and good humour. Extre-
mely sociable as he was, nobody could feel sad in his presence. His spirit
of joy and sense of humour did not leave him even when he was bed-ridden
with acute pain und suffering during the last ten years.

He was born on 18th December 1889, made his religious profession
on 8th September 1909 and slept in the Lord on 28th December 1960.

He has successfully discharged the office of Provincial and
Definitor General.

His memory will ever be cherished with gratitude not only in the
Province of Flanders but also in that of Malabar.

R. I P.
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