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“GIVE METO DRINK”

(Rev. Sr. V—,. CARMELITE ).

Jesus during His sojourn in this world
once happened to come to a Samaritan
city called Sichar. There was a well
there called Jacob’s well. It was noon.
Jesus had been walking under the scor-
ching sun all the time. He was tired
and when a Samaritan woman came
there to draw water Jesus asked her to
give Him some water to drink. The
woman was surprised to see a Jew
asking her drink. But in the end she
realized that it was the Messiah who
was talking to her. She repented of her
past sins.

Now, in asking this woman “give me
some water to drink’ Jesus was begging
for His poor creature’s love. Yes, God
craves the love of his creatures. -As
St. Augustine says * God thirsts to be
thirsted for.”

Why does God seek our love ?

It is because He is our Father. God is
our Father. He loves us infinitely. “See
how God has shown Hislove towards
us, that we should be counted as His
sons, should be His sons” (I John, 3: 1),
“God is charity.” God loves us regard-
less of our utter wretchedness and desti-
tution. It is to manifest His compas-
sionate Love that He has created this
world, even though He foresaw sin and
all the consequent miseries, It is nothing
but love that has prompted the Son of
God to be born upon straw, to hide Him-
self for thirty years in the obscurity of a
workman’s life and to die on the Cross.
Jesus has proved His love to us by laying

down Hislife for our sake, (I John 3/16.)-

Above all, He has given us His flesh as

43 4

food and His blood as drink. * My flesh

is real food, my blood is real drink. He
who eats My flesh and drinks My blood
lives continually in me and I in Him”
(St. John 6:56-57). He is the Prisoner
of Love in the most august Sacrament %
of the Altar. He is always watching us

beneath the Sacramental veil and Heis |
never tired of His vigil for us, sinners. '
“Let us therefore love God because God ‘
hath first loved us.” .

How to love God ?

To love God, first of all we should be-
lieve in God’s compassionate Love for i
us. God’s glory lies in our believing in
this love. It is His will that we should
believe in it. St. John triumphantly
says “I believe in God’s love for me.”
The greatest glory we can give God is to
believe in His compassionate love for us
and to look to Himself for the gift of
ove. When a soul believes that it is
loved infinitely compassionately, by God, A
lit naturally desires to love Him. “Love '
is repaid by love alone”. The whole pur- g
pose of the Gospel is just to awaken
this desire in the fallen man. Every word
of the Holy Gospel is but Love calling for
Love, for the love of the wretched, the
needy, the helpless, of fallen creatures |
like ourselves. Our wretchednessisin no @
way a hindrance to love God. Whatwe
have to do is to surrender ourselves to the
love of God, to God who reveals Himself
precisely as compassionate. The absolute
surrender to compassionate Love is the
key note of the Little way of St. Therese. |
‘“It is the way of spiritual childhood the
way of trust and self-surrender . St
Therese says *Jesus does not look for |




 surrender.”’

CARMEL

~ deeds, but only for gratitude and self-
“Qur God is a consuming
fire.”” When a soul in its poverty and
‘wretchedness opens itself to Him, this
consuming fire entersin and consumes it
thhl ve.

To love God is to renounce self, for
to love self no more is the irresistible
need of the desire to love God. “If any
man will come after Me let him deny
~ himself” (Mathew 16:24), Yes, to love
‘God is to annihilate oneself for God, to
have no views but His views, to have no
desires but His desires, to have no will
but His will. We should be on the alert
) not to miss any opportunity of overcom-
ing self im order to please God. *“An
act of self-denial is an act of union with
! Our Lord’’ (St. Madeleine Sophie).

“If any one love me, he will keep my
' word”. (John 14:23). To love God is
- to do His will. God’s will is our sancti-
fication and sanctity consistes in love.
The Saints did but one thing-the will of
God We have to do only the same
B thmg, to offer ourselves as victims to
* His Holy will. We must always strive to
. see God in all things without exception
and acquiesce in His will with absolute
| submission. Whatever happens, abide
' steadfast in a determination to cling
~ simply to God, trusting in His eternal
love for us. We should make friends
| with our crosses. The cross is the main-
spring of sanctity and the life and sus-
taining power of love.

- “If God is the Father of men, they are truly brothers.
of race or nationality, of social class or position.

~mankind, founded on the fatherhood of Gc
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Let us always |

accept God’s will entirely and be singing
from the depths of our hearts: “Behold .
the handmaid of the Lord, be it done
unto me according to Thy Word.”

To love God who loves us is to love
those whom God loves. If any one say,
I love God, and hateth his brother he is
a liar” (I John 4:20). St. Therese says
“the more united [ am to Jesus, the more
I love my sisters.” The actual life of all
of us, our relations with our fellow cre-
atures, is made up of a series of events,
very ordinary in themselves, of petty in-
cidents, insignificant and commonplace.
It is in these circumstances that we ' have
to be charitable, forget self, exercise self-
restraint and give ourselves to others.
Accoding to St. Therese, charity consists
in giving ourselves to others and in be-
aring with them. She says: “I mustnot
keep out of the way of those sisters who
are always seeking my heip.” “Let us
not love in word nor in tongue, but in
deed and in truth.” In reality the gift
of self is never complete, unless we bear
pariently with others. Charity is pati-
ent (I Cor.13:4). True charity consists
more in enduring, in suffering than in
doing.

Yes, let us manifest our love to God by
loving Him and loving all men in Him.
As St. Euphrasia Pelletier says “let us
love in Him and for Him. May He be
our centre and our light.”” Let us satisfy
His thirst for love by offering oursslves
as holocausts to His compassionate
Love,

They say “Our Father” without difference
In prayer men realize the great brotherhood of

” E. Le Joly, S. J,
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3. Printer’s Name 1 Rev. Br. Fidelis, O. C. D.
Nationality : Indian o
Address By & St. Joseph’s Press, Trivandrum |
4. Publisher's Name " "... . Rev. Br. Fidelis, 0. C. D..
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6. Name and addresses of individuals’ g “Carmel” is owned by a Religious
who own the newspaper and part- charitable Society called The D
o ners or shareholders holding more Carmelite Fathers of the M
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