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FOREWORD

I must confess from the very outset that Iam nota
person, competent to write an introduction to a work of
poetry in Malayalam. Nor do I write these words with
any such pretensions.  All that I want to do here is to pen

a few words, as a priest, about the author of the work,
Mr, Paul Madhavan Nair.

Mr. Nair is well known to the public of Kerala, both
Catholic and non-Catholic, through his soul-stirring Katha
Prasangams and interesting litterary publications. As for
me, I have come to know him since the very beginning of
his conversion to the Catholic Faith. What I have noted
with deep interest and heart-felt sympathy is the fact that
from the moment of his decision to embrace the Catholic
Religion, Our Lord has willed his humble servant to be like
him, a Kalvari deepam—a light on Carvary.

Yes, God has chosen this beloved client of Sr. Alphonsa
to be a light on the mountain, giving guidance and consola-
tion, together with enjoyment and pleasure, to thousands in
Kerala. But those who have come more closely in contact
with him know that he is a light shining on Calvary, shining
from the cross.

I must here admit with a sense of shame, that we his
elder brethren in Religion, have also had our share in leading
Paul Madhavan Nair to the Calvary and to the cross. But
he can console himself with the thought that His own
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Master, Jesus, came to His own and that His own received
Him not. He can also console himself with the fact that
there have been in his path, many Marys and Marthas and
many angels, come down from Heaven, who have received
him and consoled him from the beginning of his conversion.

In concidsiou, let me fervently appeal to my brethren to
accept and encourage our dear Benjamin in Religion and
to help him in every way possible. Let us encourage him
especially in his literary attempts. Eventhough every one
of them may not be master-pieces in the eyes of critics, God
may make use of them to enlighten thousands who sit in
darkness and the shadow of death.

1 wish him all success.

Fr. PaiLip, O. C. D.

Trivandrum,
5th Sept. 1962.
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