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VICE-PRESIDENT
INDIA
NEW DELHI

August 19, 1962

Dear Shri Adiyodi,
Thank you for your letter of the 16th inst.

I wish your Sasthra Sahitya Parishad success.

Yours sincerely,

(Sd.) ZAKIR HUSSAIN



No. 0/3/62. P.M.P.
PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT, INDIA

New Delhi-2.
21st August 1962

30th Sravana 1884 (Saica)

Dear Sir,

Please refer to your letter No. SSP-258/62
dated August 16, 1962. The Prime Minister sends

his good wishes on the inauguration of the Sastra
Sahithya Parishad on September 10.

Yours faithfully,
(P. N. SAHI)

Private Secretary
to the Prime Minister.

RAJ BHAVAN
TRIVANDRUM

17th August 1962

Dear Sir,

I am glad Prof. Humayun Kabir has kindly
agreed to inaugurate the Sasthra Sahitya Parishad
on September 10. I wish vyour function every
success.

Yours sincerely,

(Sd) V. V. GIRI
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- Sastra Sahitya “Darishath

An Organisation of the Science Writers of Kerala

by KONNIYOOR R. NARENDRANATH

“The most ardent votary of science holds his
firmest convictions, not because their verity is testi-
fied by portents and wonders; but because his ex-
perience teaches him that whenever he chooses to
bring these convictions into contact with their
primary source, Nature — whenever he thinks fit
to test them by appealing to experiment and to
observation — Nature will confirm them. The man
of science has learned to believe in justification, not
by faith, but by verification.” These are the words
of T. H. Huxley found in one of his ‘Collected Essays’.
In a country like India, where great effort is being
made to transform an old Static Society into a
vigourous progressive and dynamic one, a good deal
of work is necessary to produce such “ardent votaries
of science.” The magnitude of this problem can be
understood if we take into consideration the vast gap
that is in existence between the villager with his
cowdung-energy tradition and the modern scientist
attempting to utilise atomic power. This range is
inevitable in a country like ours, which was kept
forcibly backward till recently by colonial interests.
But even during this dark period sincere attempts
were made to do some substantial work by patriotic
men of eminence in the field of scientific research.
Today we have to take into account the requirements
of our developing economy and iry our best for a
great leap forward. There was a period in our history
when the achievements of our ancestors attracted
the attention of the enlightened people all over the
world. It was during this time that India made sub-
stantial contributions for the enhancement of the
sum total of human knowledge. This fact proves
that we are not behind anyone in the matter of
intelligence or quality. If the required patronage is
provided our men will prove their worth. This is
being proved at present in our great research insti-
tutions the National Laboratories and even in the
small workshops. With a view to foster, promote

and sustain the cultivation of science and to encourage
and initiate programmes for the training of scientific
personnel the Government of India adopted the
famous Scientific Policy Resolution in 1958.

As Sir George Thomson has stated in one con-
text, “Science affects the world in two quite different
ways. It has become the basis of technological ad-
vance and the extensive use made of scientific research
by industry and by governments is the reason why
technology is advancing so fast, far faster than ever
in the past. But besides this, science has supplied
and is supplying new ideas of an abstract charac-
ter which have an effect on the life at least as great

. as, if not greater than, that of advancing technology.

These ideas take some time to act, but are very
powerful. What a change have not the ideas of
evolution and natural selection produced, and the
impact of modern genetics is only beginning. Then,
too, the physics of the present century presents ideas
of quite comparable importance though this is
only beginning to be generally realised.” Our
attempt is also to gain pure knowledge in science
and to apply them for practical purposes. In our
research institutions established in various parts of
the country a great deal of research work of funda-
mental and applied nature is being finalised or is in
progress. But it must be said that even our educated
people are not very much aware of them. Perhaps
they may know more about the development in
foreign countries than in our own. Our science
writers can do a lot to popularise the findings of our
own scientists through publications of a popular
nature. Magazines to popularise scientific ideas are
few in India. Only recently some periodicals in
our language have begun publication of articles on
scientific topics on a more or less regular basis.

There is a scheme for the establishment of
Vijnan Mandirs in rural centres all over the country.



At present about 41 such centres have been opened.
They are established to educate the rural people in
the methods of science and to make them familiar
with various scientific principles involved in such
vital matters as agriculture, crop protection, sanita-
tion, health and hygiene, nutrition etc. Vijnan Mandirs
also function as centres for the dissemination of
other useful scientific information amongst the
masses. The attempt here is to take elementary
scientific knowledge to the people so that they may
be prompted to change their outlook. The common
man should realise that the world is changing fast
and new forces are emerging. “If we do not” — to
quote the words of our Prime Minister — “recognise
these forces and harness them for our betterment
and the betterment of the world, we shall be left
behind in the race for progress.” Never before has
science been given so much encouragement in India
as it is today. It is because of the realisation that
this is the “first age since the dawn of history in
which mankind has dared to believe it practicable,
to make the benefits of civilization available to the
whole human race.”

The Sastra Sahitya Parishath is an attempt to
have an organisation for the science writers in Mala-
yalam to “promote the increase of scientific know-
ledge and to forward the application of scientific
methods of investigation to all problems of life.” It
is the first organisation of its kind in India. It hopes
to achieve the spread of scientific information through
popular literature. There are a number of science
writers of distinction in Malayalam who will be able
to undertake this responsibility. But at present they
are not taking the required amount of interest in
such matters due to various reasons. Qur aim is to
create this interest by reducing as far as possible,
the difficulties of such authors. If proper incentive
is provided a good number of these writers may come
forward to enrich our literature with their contribu-
tions. Publishers of books and periodicals should
take more interest in this branch of literature also.
The Parishath will be happy to act as a connecting
link between them and the authors.

The membership of the Parishath is confined
to science writers only. It has a rather ambitious
programme to publish a science magazine in Mala-

yalam. To start with it hopes to persuade editors
and publishers of Malayalam Magazines to devote
more and more space for scientific topics. The main
problem of the science writer in Malayalam as in any
other regional language, is to get his books published
in a satisfactory manner at a low cost. Due to the
high cost of production of these books publishers
are very diffident to accept them. In spite of many
types of financial assistance available for the pub-
lication of books on science in regional languages,
the situation has not substantially changed, The
Parishath will try to alter this state of affairs by
creating an interest in the reading public, for science
books. If the demand is created, efforts to satisfy
the demand will automatically follow. The Parishath
proposes to hold science exhibitions occasionally, in
addition to camps and seminars of science writers.
Arrangements could also be made to give expert
advice on manuscripts of science books prepared by
aspiring science writers. A plan for the production
of basic books in various branches of science will
be prepared and submitted for consideration of the
Kerala Sahitya Academy.

At present it is very difficult to identify a plant
or animal by the Malayalam name as the name used
in one region is not understood in another place.
Such instances are not few. The Parishath will try
to standardise the names of at least the common
plants and animals after thoroughly eiamining the
names used in various places. This is the only way
to evolve a commonly acceptable terminology for
the fauna and flora of Kerala in Malayalam. The
other scheme which this organisation desires to im-
plement is the preparation of a ‘Who is Who’ of
science writers in our language. At the very first
sight the above objectives will appear to be too ambi-
tious for any organisation. Even if complete success
is not achieved, it may perhaps lay the foundation
for future workers to build an imposing edifice. Our
desire is to educate the present generation, to have
an aptitude for intellectual adventure so that a new
generation may grow less fettered by the “gross and
stupid superstitions of orthodoxy”. This is the only
way for “true science to fulfil one of the most bene-
ficent functions, that of relieving men from the
burden of false science.”
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HOW
to
reap a

use FACTAMFOS

the new

““wonder’’ fertiliser !
FACTAMFOS

(Ammonium Phosphate 16:20)
is a free flowing

dust-free, granular

fertiliser food. -

It releases its

two life-giving nutrients

allowing the plant
roots to take in
their supply
sradually.

The Fertilisers and Chemicals, Travancore Lid.
Regd. Office: ELOOR
UDYOGAMANDAL P. O.,, KERALA
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