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A DELICATE MATTER

The relations with individuals are a very |
dslicate matter and present many difficulties. |
It might be alleged that they do not require |
the same assurance and ease in speaking that
group talk do, nor the skill and leadership that
governing requires, nor the energy sometimes
needed to struggle against obstacles and|
overcome hostility and defiance: That may
well be; but in compensation they demand
many other qualitiess How much consultation
goes on indetinitely without success or purs
pose! How many hearts which ask only to be |
opened remain locked, obstinate, or timid |
because too much haste has been shown,and: |
time has not been patiently allowed them to
open gradually of themselves: or else because
the favorable moment was let pass without
helping them!

Is it then really so easy in these intimate |’
personal conversations never to be either too
worldly or too unworldlys too stern or too ten- |
der, hearteds too familiar or too distant, too
slow or too hasty, to keep yourself free of any
preconceived judgment or feeling ‘to adapt
yourself to each individual, to become all
things to all men, to respect the liberty of the
soul» under God's guidance, while at the same
time serving it effectively as a sure guide and |
firm support? -

Basically the greatest difficulty in the|
natural order—the normal conditions of which |
are not set aside by grace—is reducibletoa |
question of confidence. The Director has to
conquer or more precisely, to attract the |
confidence of the Sodalists: He then has to
retain it, and it is his job to respond to it But
his response must be exactly in proportion to|
the amount of contidence that has been will-
ingly given:

From theday that they ask to be admitted
into the Sodality, they place themselves by that
act under the paternal authority of the Direc—
tor and give themselves into his hands to be
formed by him according to the spirits
Rules, and traditions of the Sodality: The
Director, in turn, by accepting the candidate,
engsges himself to respond to his appeal*|
Thus> it is his duty to maintain the relation of |
a friend, teacher, leader, and father toward |
him: Noone actually has the right to probethe A3
heart or conscience of cnother, or topenetrate
even to the border of that sacred sanctuary,
except insofar as he is admitted by him who,
after God, is its sole master* — E. VILLARET 5.1,
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