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“By the eternal election or pre-desti-
nation to serve in the Mystery of the
Incarnation Mary was in a sense set
apart and given a unique privilege and
position in the whole of mankind, nay
in the whole of creation.........And in a
certain sense even the Nativity of our
Lady itself belongs to the mystery of salva-
How et We must assume that she was
fit for that awful office of the Mother of
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the Lord and that she was prepared by

God for her exceptional calling.” [The
Mother of God-ed. by E. L. Mascall-1949
Dacre Press, London, S.W.I.-p. 55]
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‘“The Blessed Virgin was manifestly
sanctified by the Holy Ghost from the
very moment of her conception.” [The
Wisdom of God, London, 1937-Quoted
in Devotion to the Blessed Virgin
(Burns & Oates) by Hilda Graef-p. 100]
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to be a worthy dwelling-place for the
Divine Word, it is surely reasonable to
suppose that she must be pure in every
respect, and not merly in every respect
but one. She must, therefore, be free
from the effect of original sin and this
involves a special interposition of the
grace of God.” [The Mother of God-
p. 46]
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