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She fell silent again. Yelena Gromova
was not very S_xmﬁzm so her mother
came to my rescue.

“My daughter has always had a rich
imagination,” she said. “We simply
couldn’t keep up with all her interests.
It wasn’t that she tried to go in all direc-
tions at once. On the cor.trary, she tried
to combine all her hobbies. She joined a
music school, and at tiie same time
started painting. Well, she says that
music and art are inseparable. She used
to say that she heard a definite melody
deep down while painting, and saw pic-

~tures with her mind’s eye while playing

the piano. Poetry was soon added to
music and painting. She writes verses

- ‘which are publisheu by youth maga- .
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The school Yelena Gromova attends
specialises in biology. Its pupils visit

laboratories of research institutes,
attend lectures by professional biolo-
gists and take their practicals in the
woods or in the fields..

“Would you like to become a biolo-
gist?”’ | asked.

“No! But it's really interesting to

study nature. Today one must know a

lot about it in order to preserve it and

make it even more beautiful.”

...“The Universe must be man’s
humane laboratery, and a lot is now
being done in this respect. It seems to
me that it is necessary to carry -out bio-
logical experiments in space, as the
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