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THE PRINCIPAL’S

ANNUAL REPORT

1967-68

On this day, much looked forward to by
the present and old students of this College
and the public, it gives me very great pleasure
to extend a warm welcome to all who have
responded to our invitation. It gives me
greater pleasure to introduce Mr R. N. Saboo,
our chief guest, the Vice-President of the
Gwalior Rayon Factory (Finance & Commer-
cial Section). Mr Saboo had his university
education in Delhi after which he joined the
Birlas and with whom he has been associated
for nearly two decades. He came over to
Mavoor in January 1961. He has travelled
extensively. He is a Rotarian and is on the
Advisory Committees of many industrial con-
cerns. During the short period that he has
been here he has endeared himself to the
public. I thank Mrs Saboo for kindly con-
senting to give away the prizes. Last year we
had Mr V. P. Gohel, another Vice-President
of the Gwalior Rayons, to preside over our
College Day Celebrations. We have received
generous belp from the Gwalior Rayons and
we wish to express our heart-felt thanks to its
authorities.

This year, the College Day rings down
the curtain on the activities of the academic
year, an account of which I shall briefly offer.

Strength

The strength of the College this year is
1127, 248 women students and 879 men stud-
ents. This year has only increased our acute
problem of lack of space. Our spirits were
~ willing to admit all those who had applied but
~ space was scarce and it was as much our dis-
- appointment that we had to refuse admission
- (o many. = ‘

_and 38 for B. Sc. Mathematics.

Results

The resulis of the University Examina-
tions of March/April 1967 are as follows:—

Pre-Degree. 56%, with 6 first classes, 28
second classes & 87 third classes. :

I B. A/B. Se. ‘

English. 43%, with one first class and
four second classes.

Malayalam. 769, with 3 second classes.

Hindi. 759%,.

Gen. Education. 839%.

Final year Degree Examination

B. A. Economics. 63%, with 4 second

classes.
B. Sc. Mathematics. 70%, with 9 first

classes 4 second classes
and 10 third classes
55%. 5 first classes
4 second classes
3 third classes
8 first classes
15 second classes
8 third classes
889% 2 first classes
7 second classes

14 third classes
M. Sc. (Previous) 100%

M. Sc. (Final) 100%, all second classes

Physics.
Chemistry SITRA

Zoology.

Forthcoming University Examination

This year, the university examinations for
the Pre-Degree students have been further

_postponed to April 16th. 318 of our students

are appearing out of a sanctioned strength of
320. The final B. A/B. Sc. University Exam-
inations are now scheduled to start on April
29th. 47 of our students are to appear for B. A.
This will be
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the last batch of undergraduates appearing
according to the old regulations. I trust that
all of them will be able to perform creditably
in the examinations although it is true that
they have had their terms curtailed due to
student strikes.

Extra-curricular Activities

Although the activities of the College
Union and other associations began late in
November 1967, there was very lively activity
among all societies. Of these I might single out
the inaugural meeting of the College Union at
which Mr V. N. Rajan, I. P. S. delivered an
inspired address, the Sahityolsavam of the

“Malayalam Association, in which most of the

outstanding figures of Kerala participated, the

symposium on Food and Population, organised
by our Planning Forum and the entertainment
programme presented by the Fine Arts Associ-
ation at the Calicut Arts Centre. In the inter-
collegiate English Elocution contest sponsored
by the Rotary Club of Calicut, Miss Stephanie
Boosey of II B. A. was adjudged the best
woman speaker and at the All Kerala English
Elocution contest organised by the Regional
Engineering College, Miss Bridget Oswald of
the II Pre-Degree class won the special prize
for the best woman participant. There were
excursions to Malampuzha and Peechi orga-
nised by the Planning Forum, another to
Kakkayam organised by the History Associa-
tion and a third excursion to Mysore by the
Mathematics Association.

The activities of the Students Christian
Movement wWere inaugurated by Rev Fr. T. K.
Mathas. A one-day retreat was conducted in
which students from other local colleges

‘participated.

12 members of the Social Service League
attended a Camp at Chathamangalam and
rendered shramdan in the construction of a
road. This year the league has raised Rs. 1372
part of which will be used as a scholarship to be
given to a deserving student in the Pre-Degree
- class. Let me take thls opportumj.y of placmg ~

€ Or

to me by the student chairman, Mr Charles
Victor and his team of council m;mbers.

Our students participated in all the univ-
ersity Inter-collegiate Tournaments and Athle-
tics. Two of our students, Mr Viswanathan
of ITI B. A. and M. Krishnadas I P. D. C. were
selected to the Kerala University Football
Team. Our Badminton team captained by
Mr. Nanu of II B. Sc. won the District Bad-
minton Trophy and the Rev. Fr. Theodosius
Badminton Tournament. In the District
Shuttle Cock Badminton Tournament our team
won the Singles and Doubles titles in the boys’
section.

N. C. C.

This year I think would be a proud day
for the N. C.C. units of our College, for one of
our senior-under officers, S. Srikumar, had the
great distinction of being chosen to lead the
entire Indian N. C. C. contingent at the Repu-
blic Day Parade in New Delhi. We have
sought to recognize this distinction he has
brought to this college by presenting him with
a scroll of honour this evening. The credit
that he has brought to his state is for other
authorities to recognize.

Report on Staff

This year’s report on staff must undoubt-
edly begin with the unexpected resignation of
Dr V. G. M. Pavamani from principalship.
For various personal reasons, chief of which
was the education of his younger son who is
with him in Canada, it became necessary for
him to decide not to return to India for the
time being and to tender his resignation. It
must have been a painful decision for him to
take for he was associated with the College
for over a quarter of a century and this was
actually a vigorous period of growth for the
College and in many measures, Dr Pavamani
contributed to this growth.

It is my ardent desire to recogn;.sg the
contributive part that Dr Pavamani played in

‘his years as Principal and to place on record a

full appreciation of his work by the Board of
D1rect10n and of all his coIleagues




COLLEGE DAY CELEBRATIONS

Principal reading the Annual Report

8ri Kuttikrishnan Nair, Mayor of Calicut, proposing the Toast



COLLEGE DAY CELEBRATIONS (Continued)

Mr Sabu delivering the Presidential Address



Mr 8. Joshua, President of the Board of
Direction, made the following statement on
30-8-67.

“Dr V. G. M. Pavamani, Principal on
leave, has resigned. Dr. A. B. Soans, the act-
ing Principal, has declined the principalship
offered by the Board, in view of his proposed
research programme in the Dept. of Zoology
and will continue as the Vice-Principal. Prof.
Miss V. G. Thaddaeus M. A. is appointed
Principal of the Malabar Christian College
with effect from Sept. 1, 1967,

At this juncture I cannot but say a few
words about DrA.B. Soans, our Vice-Principal.
During the two terms that he acted as Princi-
pal, Dr Soans proved himself to be an able
administrator and strict disciplinarian, loved
and respected by all, staff and students alike. I
wish to express my hearifelt gratitude to the
help, encouragement and co-operation that he
has been extending to me since my taking
charge.

New appointments

Miss V. G. Thaddaeus, Professor in English,
appointed Principal with effect from 1-9-67.

English Mrs M. S. Padmanabhan, M. A.
Lecturer.
Mrs T. Narayanan, M. A.
Junior Lecturer.
Malayalam: Mr K. Gopalakrishnan, M. A.

Junior Lecturer.

Mr K. C. Subramanian, B. A.
(Hons.) Junior Lecturer.

Economics :

History Mr S. Surendranath, M. A.
Lecturer.
Physics Messrs T. R. Sudarisanan, C. K.
‘Chathan and R. Rajashekar.
Demonstrators
Zoology : Mr Clement Adolph, M. Sc.
Demonstrator
Botany Mr Mr. V. Kumaran, M. Sc.
Demonstrator
Office : Mr P. Valsan, Assistant Clerk.
Mr Chandran, Sweeper.
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Mr V. K. Ravindranath, Lecturer in Hindi
completed his Pre-Commission Training in
Kamptee and has taken over from Lt. V.
Balakrishnan Nayar who has relinquished his
commission.

Retirement

Mr V. Simon, specimen collector after
nearly 30 years of service.

Death

Our sweeper Mr A. Raman who had been
with us from the age of 16 passed away affer
a brief illness.

Departures

Miss Suguna Job, Lecturer in History and
Mr M. A. Gopinath, Lecturer in Physics have
left on 3 years leave having taken up teach-
ing posts in Africa.

Arrivals

Rev R. Wagner who went on three mon-
ths furlough returned in June. Mr Yesuratna
Nayagam, Lecturer in History, returned to the
College after working for a year in Christian
College, Marthandom. b

Condolences

We wish to place on record our deep
regrets at the death of Rev. A. Munch, Princi-
pal of the College from 1927-1930. He was a
devoted missionary who spent more than
quarter of a century of his life in India. His
dedication to the College and devotion to duty
safely steered the College through the difficult
years of the depression of 1928-1930. In his
death we have lost an ardent missionary and
the Basel Mission one of its faithful workers.

Today we miss Mr T. D. Santwan, a true
and sincere friend of this institution, President
of the College Council and member of the
Board of Direction of the North Malabar and
South Kanara Christian Educational Society
since 1956. It was during this period that the
College grew from an Intermediate status into

.a post graduate institution. The substantial




coniribution made by Mr T. D. Santwan to
the College will ever be remembered. In his
death we have lost one of its ablest administ-
rators.

The year that has passed by has been one
of restlessness and uncertainities at the same
_ time it has been a period of challenge calling
for greater dedication and effort from staff &
students in the task of moulding the younger
generation. This challenge is already upon
us all, for very shortly indeed there will come
into existence in Calicut, a new university of
which we will be a constituent part. The
Mayor of Calicut, Sri P. Kuttikrishnan Nayar,
who is happily here with us this evening to
propose the toast of the college, was a member
of this committee set up by the Government
of Kerala and I also had the honour of belong-
ing to it. A new phase of existence as a con-
stituent college looms for this college in the
years immediately ahead and it is my faith, my
hope and my prayer that we would be worthy
of this responsibility of sharing in the structure
of a new university.

The question of the medium of instruction
at the university level, as well as the question
of the official or link language is being heat-
edly discussed all over the country and this is
indeed a difficult time for educational institu-
tions caught in the vortex of this great transi-
tion. While the case for the mother tongue
as the medium in the primary and secondary

LSS

stages of education is strong and unambigu-
ous I should think that at the university level
any language should serve the purpose of
becoming a vehicle of instruction. It could be
Malayalam, English, Hindi or any other
language. Unless a broad, tolerant and liberal
attitude to language is developed among the
young as well as in academic circles and edu-
cational institutions dangers and disasters of
a fanatic approach can be far reaching. It has
been the attempt of this institution always to
encourage a liberal, reasonable and sedate,
sober ouflook on problems and our attitude to
language is no different.

Conclusion

We have enjoyed your help and co-opera-
tion in this heavy responsibility and your
presence here is a proof of your continued co-
operation to help us do things better. At the
same time we can do this with greater con-
fidence only if we remain true to the noble
ideals of the founders of this age old institution
who built it on the solid rock of our faith in
Christ Jesus. :

Today we raise our hearts in thankfulness
to God for all that was good in our past and
we ask for His blessing as we face the chal-
lenge of the future for

““A mightly fortress is our God
A bulwark never failing™.



LIST OF PRIZE-WINNERS

1967-'68
I Pre-Degree Class
(1966—°67)
Arts $ General Proficiency
Science

Gp. (a)l. Maths. Physics & Chemistry
Gp. (a)2. Physics, Chemistry & Biology

I B. A./B. Se. Class:
(1966—67)

Proficiency in English

»» Malayalam
% Hindi
&, German
,, Bconomics
,» Mathematics

7 Physics:

Chemistry
Zoology

II B. A./B. Sc, Class:
(1966 —>67)

Proficiency in English
Malayalam

Hindi

Economics
Mathematics

I M. Sc. Class o Proficiency in Zoology

(1966—67)

SPECIAL PRIZES:
‘Gundert Prize of Rs, 40/-

(Awarded to that student of II B. A./B.Sc. Class
who, not having failed in any subject. got the
highest number of marks in the Annual Examina-
tion of I B. A./B. Sc. Class) 3

Rekha Manchery, II P. D. C.

Usha K., II P.D.C.(a)1.
Govindankutty Variar V, II P.D.C. (a)2

Stephanie Dulcie Boosey (II B. A.)
John T. V./II B. Sc. Physics
John T. V. —do—
Parvathi P. II B. Sc. (Z)
Umanathan P. II B. Sc. (C)
Ramachandran M. II B. A.
Narayanan M. II B. Sc. (M)
Bhaskaran M. zs
Ramadasan P. s
Hymabai M. N. IT B. Sc. (P)
Osmond R. Moorkoth ,,
Rajagopalan P. II B. Sc. (C)
Vimala M. N. II B. Sc. (Z)

Abrabam P. III B. A.
Vasanthalakshmi P. V., III B. Sc.
Sivaraman P. V. 2
Chandrika P. K. III B. A.
Suhara D. II1 B. Sc-
Venugopalan K. IT M. Sc.

==

Narayanan M. II B. Sc. Maths.



01d Students’ Association Scholarship of Rs. 50/-

(Awarded to that student in the Pre-Degree class
who joins from the College High School and, not
having failed in any subject, obtains the highest
aggregate number of marks_in the S.S.L.C,
Examination of March 1967.)

0ld Students’ Association Prize of Rs. 25/-

(Awarded to the Woman student who obtained the
highest number of marks in the Annual
Examination of II B. A./B. Sc. Class)

Balaji Prize ;
(Instituted by Mt & Mrs T. M. Thomas in memory
of their son Samuel Balaji who died on November
8, 1952 —awarded to the student who got the
highest marks in Maths, Physics & Chemistry

together in the Pre-Degree Annual Examination) :

0l1d Students’ Prize of Rs. 100/-

(Instituted by an old student who wants to remain

anonymous awarded to a good student in the
college)

Dr N.'Achuthan Memorial Prize of Rs. 50/~

(Instituted by Mrs Mythili Achuthan in memory
of herjlate husband Dr N. Achuthan, one of our
- old students, to be awarded to the most deserving

~ student in the I B. A./B. Sc. Class) - g

u. H&rikmshna.n Memorla.l Prize ,? eEocd
: (In;st1tut¢d by Mr & Mrs 16 Narayanan in memow

i§s who ]oms frqm th1s colIegg

~ awarded to th

s Eéﬁ@nath C.K. I Pre-Degree (Maths)

Sashikumar V.P. (I Pre-Degree Maths)

Suhara D. IIT B. Sc. (Maths)

Sethuraman S. I1 P. D. C. Maths

Reeni Heera Stephen IT Pre-Degree
(Biology)

Ponnammal S. S I B. A

SRR s



OUT -GOING SENIOR CADETS

Cadet Under Officer K. Raviprakash p Cadet Under Officer K. Manoharakrishnan



KESAVAN V. ABDUL LATHEEF K. M.
Selected for the Student Writers Camp organised by the University of Kerala at the Students’
Centre, Trivandrum.

SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE



Dr Itty Verghese Memorial Prize
(Instituted by his brother Mr J. M. Verghese — to

be awarded to the best student in the I B. A./B. Sc.
class)

Anil Kumar Prize of Rs. 100/-

(Instituted by Dr Balakrishnan Nair in memory of
his grandson Anil Kumar who passed away at the
young age of two and a half years — to be awarded
to a deserving student in the B. A./B. Sc. Classes):

U. Gopala Menon Memorial Prize of Rs. 25/-

(Instituted by Mrts P. G. Lelavathi Balakrishna
Menon in memory of her late Father Sri U. Gopala
Menon — to be awarded to the best student in
Malayalam in the II Pre-Degree class)

Mr J. F. Thaddaeus Memorial Prize of Rs. 50/-

(Instituted by Mrs J. F. Thaddaeus in memory of
ber husband, the late Principal Mr. J. F. Thaddaeus
— to be awarded to a deserving student in the

College) :
Elocution
English I Prize
II Prize
Malayalam I Prize
II Prize
Hindi I Prize
Il Prize
Essay Writing
English I Prize
II Prize
Malayalam I Prize
: II Prize %
Hindi I Prize
: II Prize
Short Story Writing
English [ =Prize
II Prize
Malayalam I Prize
Il Prize
Hindi I Prize
; - I Prize - 1

Devadas K. I B. Sc. (Chemistry)

Surendran Nair V. I B. A.

Kesavan V. II Pre-Degree (Biology)

Vinod Ashley IT Pre-Degree (History)

Dominic ]oseph,
Stephanie D. Boosey
Dominic Joseph,
Basant R.

Umar Koya A. P.,
Padmini P. V.,

Dominic Joseph,
Prabhu Hema,
Umar Koya A, P.
Lalithaprabha T. V.,
Parvathi P.,

Umar Koya A. P.

Pushpa Raghaviah,
Rekha Manchery,
Rajan M. P.,

Parvathy P.

Rema Bai M.‘_N.,
Swarnakumari T.

IT

IT

II
11

II

II

II
II

P.D. C.
B. A.
P. DiC.
B. Sc.
B. Sc.
B. A.

P.D. C.
B. Se.
B. Sc.
B. A.
B. Sc.
Bi:Sc:

B. A.
PEDAC:
B. Sc.
B. Sc.
B. Sc.
B. Sc.



Declamation

Englisb I Prize : Dominic Joseph, ESPEDEE.
' Il Prize : Chacko P. M., I B.A
Yersification
Malayalam I Prize : Ahamad KunhiKoyaK.P.1 B.A.
Poetry - . ;
Hindi I Prize : Rajan M. P., - ‘I B.Sc
II Prize : Mohamed Hashim T. I=BrSc.
Music TR : '
~ Vocal (Light) ‘I Prize :  Mangula Mathews, I P.D.C.
: . T aPrize 2l Rajagopalan P. II B: Sc.
Special Prize  : Premnath M. III B.A.
- Classical I Prize T e Nalini K. Pross I P D €
; SR ek, Il Prize : Alamelu V.K., 1 B.Sc.
- Instrumental - I Prize + 2 Wilson Samuel, - " TII " B. Sc.
2 ' Il Prize :  Alamelu V.K. I B.Sc.

- K. R. Ramaswamy Iyer’s Coronation Prize Of Rs. 28/-
[ ed to the student who secured
ighest number of marks in English at g
the Umversny ‘Exam. in Pre-Degree,M "'h - Rk
: Annna KoyaE II P.D.C. (1966-’67)

Principal
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Mp, Kaliswaran, I, K, 8, inaugurating the Planning Forum Seminar



FINE ARTS INAUGURATION

A scene from the Malayalam drama ‘‘Mannankattayum Kariyilayum Tiruvananthapurathu”
staged on the occasion.



FAMILY PLANNING THROUGH HISTORY

P. M. Chacke. I B. A.

In each age some particular topic comes
to the fore with tremendous importance. One
such topic of the present day is family plan-
ning. Its importance can be gauged by the fact
that it has engaged the attention of all people
irrespective of race, religion, language, nationa-
lity and goverment. Family planning is a real
and existential problem as it stands today.
This article is an attempt to present a short
history of family planning methods.

Family planning, responsible parenthood,
planned parenthood, birth control, contracept-
ion all these terms are so widely used and so
loosely talked about that in general they have
come to mean the same thing. Birth control
means practices destined to prevent conception
by the use of chemical, mechanical and natural
means. In a broader sense, birth control
includes any means of regulating the number
of births such as celibacy, postponement of
marriage, abstinence, long periods of nursing,
ovariotomy, vasectomy and so on. Family
planning and responsible parenthood are
polished names by Wwhich it is meant that
parents consciously limit the number of their
children. Contraception does not include
abortion which is a prevention of birth by
killing the embryo and not a prevention of
conception.

The history of birth control in Dr. S.
Chandrasekhar’s words is, “‘as old as man.”
For nearly three and a half thousand years,
man has known how to control births. He
substantiates the statement by pointing out to "
Onan in the Book of Genesis. (xxxviii,9). Dr.
Norman Himes says that two contraceptive
practices were found in Kahun Papyrus in
1850 B. C. and Eber Papyrus in 1550 B. C.

Birth control methods have been traced
down through the centuries in different
countries. The Russian Skoptsi practised
castration. The primitive Australians used to
mutilate sex organs in some social or religious
ceremonies. This seems to have injured the
capacity for reproduction. But the purpose
behind this practice is not clear. History
shows the prevalent practice of infanticide
among the primitive people of the ancient
Mediterranean cultures. Evidence for female
infanticide is not lacking in the history of India
and China. Prior to the middle ages and during
the industrial revolution, Europe also practised
infanticide.

The use of abortion as a means to control
population was also widespread. The methods
used by the ancient people were bodily violence
and drinking drugs which had some bad effect
on the child conceived. They also resorted to
magico-religious practices. The east and west
had equal share in the practice of abortion. At
present it is considered as an accepted method
in Japan.

By religious force it was everywhere custo-
mary to practise abstinence at certain periods.
After the birth of a child abstinence Wwas
prescribed. The duration extended to tWo or
three months. This custom was prevalent in
India, Persia and Egypt and is practised even
now by the people of India, Turkey and Egypt.
Although such a practice had a considerable
effect in controlling population, it is uncertain
whether it was practised with a view to the
reduction of population or only as a religious
taboo.

Postponement of marriage was an effective
instrument to control the number of births.

O



Even now marriage at a later age is enforced
on people by a custom in Ireland. But post-
poning marriage is not so Wwidespread as to
have a considerable effect on population of the
world in general.

An account of Contraception by use of
chemicals is contained in an Arabic manual of
the sixteenth century. In the sixteenth century,
the Italians knew of mechanical means of
contraception.

Birth control acquired its importance and
popularity only after the eighteenth century.
In 1798 Malthus published a book entitled
‘“Essay on the principle of population as it
affects the future improvement of society’”’. In
this book he claimed that the population was
increasing in geometrical progression Wwhile
the food increased only in arithmetical pro-
gression. Therefore he forewarned of the
danger of over-population. Malthus said that a
time would come when the population would
outstrip the means of subsistence and starva-
tion and misery would result. To prevent such
a calamity he advocated that checks should be
applied to the increase of population. Malthus
did not advocate artificial means, but-self-
control and postponement of marriage.
Whether the Malthusian theory is right or
wrong, the fact remains that the birth control
movement got its importance after the popula-
tion theory of Malthus.

Sex was so interwoven with morality that
any publicity about birth control was bound to
bring trouble even in the nineteenth century.
A few books were published on birth control
before 1832. But Charles Knowlton’s book
“The fruits of Philosophy’*, or “The Private
Companion of Young Married People”
published in 1832 jailed the author at
Cambridge. And the book was forbidden from
circulation. But Mrs. Annie Besant and
Charles Bradlaugh -circulated the book not
only to spread birth control knowledge but also
to gain the freedom of publication. In 1877
they were tried in court. This gave an
enormous publicity to birth control. In 1877,
a Malthusian League was formed. Dr. Charles
Bradaugh was its President and Annie
Besant its Secretary. The Malthusian League
grew into an international Neo-Malthusian
League by spreading to Germany, France
Holland, Bohemia, Spain, Brazil, Cuba,
Belgium, Sweden and Ttaly.

In 1921 the American birth control league
was organized by Mrs. Margaret Sanger. The
term ‘birth control’ is supposed to have been
coined by her. Dife to Mrs. Sanger, leagues
were formed in Japan, China and India. She
visited Gandhi several times to win him over
in favour of contraception.

Such is the story of or history of birth
control which is an important problem in the
world of today.
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COLLEGE ANNUAL ATHLETIC MEET CHAMPIONS

P. K. Jayaprakash A. Jayakrishnan
Sub-junior Champion Junior Champion

M. P. Chandrasekharan, Athletic Captain Hema Prabhu
Senior Champion Woman Champion



Scaled Anaimudy Peak in November, 1967.
L to R: Cdt Mamoo, C. U/O Altaf M. Ahammed, U/0 Manoharakrishnan K. Cdt. Subramanian A. M.

REPUBLIC- DAY CONTINGENT, 1968.

Senior Under Officer Sreekumar S. Attached to Corporal Mohanram M. attended Republic
Regular Army Unit for a month in May, 1967 Day Camp 1968.
Commanded the N C C parades at New Delhi
and led the N € C Contingent on the Republic
Day 1968. While attending the Republic Day

Camp 1968.



I LIVE ON DRUGS

M. P. Sridharan (Prof. of History)

The search for food is a highly mundane
business; it is not only mundane, it is even a
dismal business. Long queues of women and
children waiting endlessly for their meagre
weekly rations is an abject sight, anywhere,
anytime — and then the endless talk of ounces
and grammes of wheat or rice is disconcerting
not only because it sets problems in higher
mathematics but also because Man who should
aspire to the stars becomes of the earth, earthy.
Not for nothing did our ancient seers and sages
withdraw to the seclusion of the forests and
seek to survive without the dehumanising
search for food. Some of them tried to survive
on thin air and others on mineral water; many
did not want to survive at all if survival meant
the unholy search for man’s worldly goods.
Mahavira’s emphasis on extreme asceticism
not only banned -all food after sunset; even
during the sunlit hours, the intake was to be
as sparseas was just enough for bare existence.
The Buddha made his followers carry a begging
bowl that they may be freed from the
compulsions of food and hunger. ¢“Give us
this day our daily bread’ is one of the passages
in the Lord’s prayer but even Jesus tried to
belittle the search for food, for did he not say:
“Behold the fowls in the air, for they sow not,
neither do they reap nor gather into barns. . ..
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow;
they toil not neither do they spin’’. The gentle
reminder of Jesus that Man does not live by
bread alone made no impression upon the
Parisian crowds that initiated the French
Revolution with the insistent cry for bread; the
beautiful Marie Antoinette innocently enquired
whether they could not do with cakes instead
but then she did not know that she had better
prescribe some pills. z :

It was during the war againt the Japanese
that the use of pills came into large-scale
popularity. The Chindits who were a band of
professional guerillas had to operate behind
the Japanese lines without contact with their
supply bases for weeks together and naturally
they had to carry their food with them. Did
not Napoleon say that an army marches on its
stomach, and really he should know. Imagine
the tons of weight they would have been
burdened down with, had they carried the
conventional food with them — the weight
would have made them useless for operational
purposes and so the Army supplied them with
what came to be known as K Rations. The
K Rations were packed in boxes the size of
cigarette cartons; they contained egg pills,
chicken pills and milk pills just as there were
tea, coffee and chocolate pills. There were even
cigarette pills. We have all come across cubes
of chicken soup which when added to hot or
cold water suddenly provide you a glass of
ready-made soup, complete with onion and
mustard. The technique is simple — take a
chick, just dehydrate it, pulverise it and then
capsule it and the problem is solved. An
omelette out of a capsule: mutton roast,
beafsteak or lobster with mayonnaise out of
another; french or chicory coffee out of a
third — everything is possible. The whole
problem of cooking is shelved. No more
smoke, no more gas, coke or fire; no waste of
valuable time either for the master or the lady
of the house looking up recipes, and what is
very common, messing them up in actual trial.
No more domestic science, no more cooking
classes. And of course when you plan your
home, you just forget about the kitchen. Is

. that not wonderful? One pill at breakfast time
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would give you what two fried eggs and bread

with butter and jam would supply; three pills
at lunch would give a full three-course lunch
with soup and dessert; and if you desire a
bada khana at night all you've got to do is to
double the number of pills.

Aldous Huxley discoversd that the ancient
Indians of Central and South America used a
drug called Mescalin whose intake helped the
subject to forget food for days together. In
Western countries the young are increasingly
addict to a drug called LSD which produces
hallucinations of the mind, totally wipes out
all thoughts of food, but unfortunately both
Mescalin and drugs like LSD destroy the body
and the mind, converting healthy specimens
into nervous wrecks. Such of course are not
the drugs that we are searching for. The drugs
that we are looking for must preserve our body,
mind and health leaving us free from all
thoughts of food, making it easier for us to
enter the higher realms of the spirit.
those who have been through the throes of a
hunger-strike might have been undertaken to
purify the soul and to make spiritual yearning
the motivating force of existence but the flesh
is weak and the gnawing pains of hunger drive
the brain into the strangest fancies of food.
Naturally there is no greater deadweight on
the soul’s lofty flight than the abdominal — I
almost said abominable — and intestinal crav-
ing. But hope is the last thing to lose for does
not Hope spring eternal in the human breast?

Let us get down afresh to brass tacks.
It has been calculated by modern medicine
I suppose that an average human being
requires 2400 calories of sustenance per day.
He can get them from a wide variety of items
in ordinary use of which the most staple are
meat, egg, fish, milk, fruit, vegetables and
edible oils. There are calories even in grass —
only if you want to obtain :2400 calories
from grass, you will have to consume a whole
haystack including the proverbial needle in it.
Calories can be from carbohydrates, proteins

Only

and vitamins; for example Vitamin A and D
are available plentifully in fishoil and one
might forget about fish altogether if he gulps
down a few A and D pills. All the proteins
and carbohydrates that a tandoori chicken or
sweet and sour pork can offer may be just
simply capsuled into a couple of pills and there
is no danger that anyone will lose even an
ounce of his weight. If on the other hand
obesity has made self-propulsion and auto-
motion impossible and the weight has to be
kept down — not because you are a young girl
and are trying to be attractive and fashionable
but because your very existence is at stake —
then of course you can take another pill, and
presto, your weight will just disappear and you
could serve very well as the nearest farmer’s
scarectoW. No one has ever been able to
convince the credulous public that by mere
consumption of food there can be an increase
in weight. However, there are as many drugs
as there are tonics and pills on the market
which will, before the week is out, change the
shape of your physique, the profile of your
existence and the mosaic of your personality.

Of course there are always doubting
Thomases. Those who cannot stomach pills
will always try to raise the bogey of hunger.
They will ask, What about hunger? Can
hunger be appeased with drugs? If the pangs
of hunger deprive you of sleep, well a few
sleeping pills will serve to stifle them; and of
course if you want to sleep like the mummies in
the Egyptian pyramids, an overdose will suffice.
There are any number of drugs that can stave
off hunger and yet reduce your weight. One
might swim the seven straits of the world as
Mihir Sen plans to do provided there are a
few pills to sustain you.

Is there one who still doubts? Why should
food reduce us to slaves of materialism when
a few drugs can deliver us from temptation?
Why should Man not reach out to outer space
and the moon if a few pills can help him to
keep his head in the clouds?

Text of a talk broadcast over the A. I. R., Calicut.
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ENGLISH AS THE MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION

= M. Ramachandran, 11 B. A.

It is indeed regrettable to - find that
regional languages are to be made the medium
of instruction instead of English in the near
future. Education at the university level in the
regional language is going to divide India and
lead to such confusion and anarchy as nothing
else has ever done in her long history. The
ostensible purpose of reducing the gap between
the intelligentsia and the masses and the
raising of educational standards are the twin
objectives aimed at through the introduction
of regional languages as medium. But an
undesirable and dangerous consequence of the
step will be the creation of an effective barrier
to communication between various parts of the
country and the growth of regional feelings
instead of national. Many argue that if the
function of education is to elucidate thoughts
and concepts and to bring out the latent abilities
of young minds, it can be done most effectively
only through the mother tongue. They
strongly advocate that to learn through a
foreign language is to run the race with chains
on the legs. These are only the vague claims
of narrow-minded intellectuals. It is, however,
undisputable that English is rich in literature,
science and technology, that it is almost a
language for world communication. English is
no more a foreign language as many an ardent
‘patriot’ believes, but a world language which
we have adopted with benefit and success over
the past two centuries.

The switch over toregional languagesfrom
English as the media of instruction will give
rise to a number of grave problems.

With the use of English in all Indian
universities, it would be quite easy to maintain
uniform standard of education thiroughout the

country. Only then can the unity of India be
maintained which is a vital necessity. Instruc-
tion to the young developing minds in the
regional languages will no doubt lead to the
disintegration of the country. When the
regional languages take the place of English,
the linguistic bond which contributes so much
towards our unity will be snapped.

This is a scientific and technological age
and the horizon of knowledge is ever expanding
at an incredible pace. The students have to
keep pace with new discoveries and this he can
do only if he is familiar with the large number
of scientific journals which are at present
published mostly in English. At present 459%,
of all scientific publications in the world are in
English. Therefore, a change over from
English to the regional languages will result
in a precipitous lowering of standards in the
field of science.

The general belief nowadays is that
humanities can be taught in the :Indian
languages easily. But this iS a grave mistake.
It has been pointed out that terms used in
modern western philosophy do not readily lend
themselves to translation. In tbe last few
decades, economic theory and thought have
developed their own terms: In a shrinking
world, it will be shortsighted to ignore these.

In any country in the world we can find
that the technological develepment and worth-
while intellectual ‘output have been the work of
only a small number. No act of legislation can
ever equalise intelligence. The gap between the
intelligentsia and masses is a permanent
feature any where in the world, even in the
communist countries. While any reform of

_our out-moded system of general education is
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quite welcome, a change in the medium by
itself cannot and will not bring about the
desired result.

Further, we cannot overlook a real danger
in the changing over of the medium of instruc-
tion. Scientists from different parts of the
country and different countries are now able to
participate effectively in discussions and
conferences because of their proficiency in
English. If there is a complete change over in
the medium, when the present generation of
scientists and teachers gets replaced, this
exchange will disappear.

It is true that some other countries are
managing very well without English as the
medium. But these countries have their own
common language whereas we have none.
Hindi will not be accepted unanimously all
over India. To those whose mother tongue is
say, Tamil, the script, the grammar and idiom
are quite alien, and then Hindi can be con-
sidered as much foreign as English. Preference
to a language which opens the international
scene, as English does, is only then natural.
Moreover it shows a lack of realistic approach
to think that at any time Hindi can supplant
English as a vehicle for scientific thought.

In addition to the above mentioned
difficulties which are of a serious nature,
various other problems also crop up if achange
over from English to regional languages is
effected. What will happen to the excellence

of teachers if they are asked to lecture in a
language in which they are not proficient?
What will happen to students whose mother
tongue 1is different from the regional
language? Most universities recruit Professors
from various parts of India on an all India
basis, thus making use of the best talent
available. Are these talented Professors to be
turned out?

The place of English in the modern world
is so great that it is difficult to give expression
to it in words. It is an international language
today, a language that promoies the oneness of
humanity. English plays a dominant role in the
quest for world peace. In such a context, when
the importance of English is ever on the
increase in the international sphere, is it wise
on our part to isolate ourselves from the rest of
the world, from all round progress in all fields
of knowledge outside our own boundaries,
because of an ardent zeal for nationalism?
Education, it has rightly been said, instead of
being a unifying force, will turn out to be
a means of balkanisation of the country. The
unity of India, which is our vital necessity, will
be jeopardised. English has to be retained in
our system of education, until Hindi is able
enough to replace English and play the unifying
role, so that our students may draw freely
and liberally from the rich store of knowledge
easily and continue to keep abreast of the
latest developments and progress in all fields
of human knowledge.
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YOUTHS® PLEA FOR ACCEPTANCE

Pushpa Ragaviah, 11 B. A.

It seems to me that the youth of today
are not very highly regarded by the old people.
The mere mention of the term ‘youth’ or
‘adolescent’ is enough to spark off the kind of
controversey which makes adults go gray be-
fore their time. I wonder how these old people
were regarded in-their youth by their elders ?

The world is a very different place than
it was fifty years ago and in another fifty years
it will be different again. We live in a freer
world than our predecessors. Perhaps there
are those who have taken advantage of this
freedom and have lowered their moral codes
to accomodate a slacker way of life. Now with
this new equality and freedom our moral
standards might have changed but this doesn’t
mean that they are any higher or lower than
they used to be. In a changing world we too
must change and adjust our views accordingly.

When one stops to consider, it is amazing
how many of the problems which supposedly
face us today are created by the adults them-
selves. This is specially true in India. There
are not enough opportunities given to us when
we are out of School and College to discover
and pursue our own interest and talent. After
School a child is hurried into College — his
interest lying at the mercy of the elders. And
if it was a wrong choice it is here between
College and University that the student may
feel an absolute misfit. Eventually he loses all
interest is inert and presents a problem. More-
over we are constantly reminded of our obliga-
tions and the need for security. Finally most of
us choose the profession that offers the most
security. Thus driven by circumstances we lead
a life very seldom our own. :

To attribute Indian student indiscipline to
exuberance or better still ‘energy’ would be
claiming a racial characteristic which I fail to
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see. Indiscipline so loosely used to dramatize a
window: breaking episode, eve-teasing, striking
cutting lectures, pinching the principal’s spec-
tacles or the lecturer’s notes is nothing but
substituting a strong objectionable term for
immature activity. Very often institutions
that complain of indiscipline amongst their
students have very little to show by way of
discipline. So rather than condemning Indian
youth I am seeking to sympathise with a
national if not racial characteristic.

To say frankly, I do not like the terms
‘youth’ or ‘adolescent’. But I tolerate them as
one of the minor irritations one meets in the
process of ‘reaching the years of discretion” I
am told to stand on my own feet, but te be sure
never allowed to make a major decision with-
out consulting wiser heads. Do you have to
be old to be wise? Maturity is a state of mind
and its -growth does not necessarily paralell
the number of years spent on this earth.

My plea is for our acceptance as indivi-
duals. If we are young and irresponsible, if we
are stupid put us with the stupid ones. If we are
cheats punish us, but don’t say we are cheats
because we are young. We may be cheats
when we are young but there’s a very good
chance that we will be cheats when old too.

Ofcourse we are confused. We livein a
confused world. Explain to me why half the
world doesn’t have enough to eat while the
other half is engaged in a mad pursuit to the
moon. Explain to me why if our fathers are
professional men we too must have a profes-
sion. If we are best suited to wWork with our
hands why is this a disgrace to our family?

I think the moon should he left to lovers
until all on earth is cared for. I see no disgrace
in honest sweaty labour. Is this then, an

_adolescent immature outlook?



Language — A Means of Integration or Disintegration ?

A Science Stadent

Today it seems as though no man is an
Indian. He is either an Assamese, a Keralite,
a Gujarathi or a Madrasi. .. ... , and he is
expected to live in his own territory. The
language policy laid down by our own, so called
eminent politicians highlights this point.
Everything from bus boards to the highest
level of education must be only through the
regional language. So people who come from
outside must think themselves to be intruders
and must be aware of the fact that he.had
stayed away from his terrain.

They then propose to slowly introduce
Hindi at all levels, which in short means that
all competitive examinations after sometime
will be in Hindi and I wonder how many South
Indians whose mother tongue is not Hindi will
ever pass them, unless of course he is unusually
clever. It will be just like making a North
Indian learn Tamil or any other South Indian
language and make him write an exam with a
boy whose mother tongue is not that language;
I wonder how this idea appeals to a Nerth
Indian. It is called absurdity.

Well, now the Hindi zealots will say learn
and write in your own regional languages.
What does this lead to? Mr. X having passed
medicine in one state and not finding a job in
the home state has to go to another state. How
can he do it when he has learnt all names in his
regional language? In the end hie might succeed
in operating a person’s appendix When he
was actually admitted for tonsillectomy. Will
this be integration or disintegration? Ult-
imately we may even succeed iff having sixteen
independent sovereign nations.

Well the three language formula could be

modified a bit and many students also think

~ the same. English could be the language for
- all education above the secondary stage. Only
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‘the best and most intelligent students, whether

they be rich or poor, be taken into universities
for studies so that they may be educated in the
best possible way to become good administra-
tons and brains of our country. For these
people English is most essential for progress,
modernisation and accuracy without which we
cannot progress in the modern scientific world.
Moreover it will be a neutral language for
everyone so that no one will have an undue
advantage over the other.

English is a universal language, why
should we abolish it? Language is after all a
means of communication with ones own fellow
beings, and in the present modern scien-
tific and technologlcal world English is very
essential.

What we need is not more M. A’s or
B. A’s, but more skilled workers and techni-
cians. What is the use of every Tom, Dick and
Harry getting a degree? The government
should stop this collossal waste of money on
colleges and start more factories and technical
schools, for those who are not fit for Uni-
versity studies and for those selected students
English should be the language.

For those who don’t go to Universities or
have no official work, Hindi could be the link
language and even for those studying in Uni-
versities, Hindi could form a sort of link
language but for all official perposes English
should be the language as it gives equal
opportunities to all.

With all that T emphatically say that the
study of the regional languages should not and
cannot but be stressed. We must keep up our
glorious fraditions and culture of the past,
which can be done only through the study and
love of ones own mother ton gue.



ENGLISH ASSOCIATION



Fine Arts Association being inaugurated by Shri Baburaj



GHOSTS THAT DO NOT EXIST

V. P. Sashikamar, 1 P. D. C. (A)

Most of my childhood days were spent in
villages, where my father was employed. These
villages had witnessed the fights of the Rajah
of Pazhassi and the invasion of Tippu Sultan,
and were full of ghost stories. This infused in
my mother and me a strange fear. We were
terribly afraid whenever my father went out
leaving us alone at home. In spite of the
assurances of non-existence of ghosts by my
father, we still had the feeling that there was
real danger from them when left alone, parti-
cularly at dusk or at night. I shall narrate two
instances out of many which helped me to
overcome the fear of ghosts.

The Moving Umbrella

At dusk on a rainy evening my mother
and I were seated on a mat and were playing
pebbles. My small umbrella’ was left open to
dry and it was facing us. At an interval of our
interesting game we noticed that the um-
brella was'slowly moving backward and for-
ward. Seeing this, my mother took me into
her protective custody, but was afraid té6 move
out from the scene thinking that the umbrélla
was ghost-affected. As the automatic moving
continued my mother became more or less hys-
terical and cried out. Father, who was in the
adjacent office room, deeply involved in his
accounts work rushed to us. We were dumb-
founded and words were stuck in our throat.
But my mother was able to point out the auto-
matically moving umbrella. It was then my
perplexed father gave out his usual jovial
ringing laughter. He took us both to the other
side of the umbrella, catching us by the ear.
What we saw, was that our own favourite kit-
ten, seeing the dangling strap of the umbrella
was pulling it backward and then pushing

the umbrella forward with its forehead. The .

kitten continued its game paying no attention
to the hubub.

The Kerosene lamp and the stones

It was about midnight. My mother who
was a poor sleeper was sleeping beside me on
the same cot upstairs. Father was sleeping on
the next cot. As I was a timid child who was
afraid of darkness a small kerosene lamp
was left burning near the door which we
usually keep ajar. My mother somehow woke
up at some slight noise and found that a small
stone was falling near the lamp at fixed inter-
vals. She woke my father and hearing the
subdued voices between them I was also awake.
In the dim light T could perceive that this time
even my father’s face showed some tension.
But it lasted only a few minutes. With a deter-
mination on his face he left the room with his
torch and knife tiptoeing, leaving us shiver-
ing in fear. The falling of stones continued.
After a few minutes he stealthily came back
and took us both to the adjoining office room,
indicating with his forefinger on his lips that
we should not make any noise. Then as direc-
ted by him we watched through the glass win-
dow. It was a beautiful moonlit night. A monkey
was busily engaged He picked up a small
stone from the ground, slowly got up the roof
stood near the window and threw a stone
aiming at the burning lamp. It did nothit. He
repeated the performance and this caused the
falling of the stones near the lamp at' fixed
intervals. When I flashed the torch at the

~monkey he made a noise and bopped away. -

These are my childhood memories, and
as I grew physically and mentally I too am
developing a mental courage to investigate any
fear arising out of blind belief based on ghQst
stories.
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OUR TRIP TO HYDERABAD

M. Krishnadas, I P. D.
Kerala University Footballer

After eleven days of excellent coaching by
the former Olympian footballer, Simon Sundar-
raj, the Kerala University football team under
the captainship of Tonny, a final year B. Sc.
student from Christ College, Trichur, left
Trivandrum for Hyderabad on 6th November,
1967 by the 7-30 A. M. train.

The team consisted of sixteen members,
including the team manager, Mr. Joboi. from
Kottayam district. He was a man of exemplary
character, jovial, and social with all the mem-
bers of the team at the same time he had a
firm control over all.of us and was very strict
in certain matters.

As the train whistled out of the station,
we bade farewell to all who came to see us off.
The journey from Trivandrum to Madras was
the most pleasant and enjoyable one. The
reserved compartment of the Kerala team
was filled with songs and laughter and merry
making.

Among the co-passengers in the train,
travelled the Haryana girls who were returning
home after having participated in the woman’s
National Hockey Championship held at Tri-
vandrum. They were very pleasant, social and
well-behaved. They had their own ways of
merrymaking, and the whole train was filled
with the sound of their songs and laughter.

From Madras, after a few.hours spell, we
left for Hyderabad, by the Madras-Hydera-
bad Express. On the 8th afternoon, at about
2 P. M., the train steamed into the Hyderabad
junction. From the station we went to the Lal
Bahadur Shastri Stadium, where we had our
lodging. —

On the 9th evening by 5 o’clock, the
Police Station was filled by a crowd of about
fifteen thousand spectators who had coms to
witness the game between Mysore and Kerala,
Among the spectators assembled, were several
hundreds of Malayalies, come to cheer up the
home team.

Firstly, the two teams were introduced to
the chief guest of the day, Mr. Mohammed
Khan, the I. G. of Police. The game com-
menced exactly at 5 P. M. The game started
with Kerala pressing and we forged ahead in
the 5th minute when our left-inside Alex
volleyed home a outside-right pass. Though
we dominated the entire game, fortune was
against us. About a dozen powerful volleys
that we shot, merely struck the framework and
rebounded to play. Making use of their only
good move, Mysore scored the equaliser four
minutes before the end of the game. It was an
unfortunate ending to a gallant display by
Kerala, when in the last minute, Mysore scored
their winner and won the day. -After the un-
fortunate defeat, we returned to our lodging
with a heavy heart.

That night we were given a grand dinner
by Mr. Rajgopal, a rich Malayali business
man. After dinner we went to see a film and
returned to our lodging at about 2 o’clock.

The whole of the next day was utilised for
sight-seeing and shopping. The Hyderabad
Museum is a remarkable one with many inter-
national collections.” The town itself is very
well planned with grand gates and build-
ings. A spectacular view of the whole town
can be got from the top of the four towers of
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the ‘Charminar’. This is a sight which just
cannot be missed. After a day’s enjoyment, we
returned to our lodging late in the mght at
about 12 o’clock. 3

On the 11th afternoon, we left Hyderabad
for Trivandrum by the Hyderabad-b/!adras

"

mail at 1 o’clock. As the train Vlg,ft the station
we were filled with sorrow which cannot be
expressed in words. But as the train moved

~ forward, the darkness of sorrow faded away in

the light of songs and laughter. We were once

- more merry and in full spirits.




TWO HOURS IN THE CHEMISTRY LAB

K. T. Augustine, I P. D. C. (B)

1t was 8 o’clock on Thursday morning. [
rushed through my breakfast and got a cut on
my face while shaving.

Now it was time to go to College for che-
mistry practicals. We had received instructions
one week previously. So I was thoroughly pre-
pared for the class! Although I had prepared
well 1 was shivering when I thought of the
terror-inspiring lecturers running to and fro in
the lab.

I liked to do experiments because it was
very interesting to watch the chemicals in
action. I took my books and walked to the
bus-stand. But when I reached the bus-stand
I found that I had not taken any money. So I
ran to get it. Thanks be to God, when I reach-
ed the bus stop, I got a bus soon. Ofcourse,
in the bus I had the usual pleasure of travelling
in the air because of the swell inside.

Within fifteen minutes the bus reached the
College. The bus stopped and somehow I
squirmed my way out as fast as possible. Now
my heart was beating terribly fast and my feet
kept time with the heart. I reached the lab in
time. With all the requisites — Record book,
observation book, a box of matches and an
“emergency’” kerchief, — I went to my place.
I bad a sweeping glance over the lab. The
awe — inspiring lecturers (or, demonstrators,
I am not sure — the difference doesn’t matter

much in the lab) were as usual running here

i
e

and there with eyes fearfully open. While I
was standing there without knowing what to
do, one lecturer shouted, “you there! light the
burner. Are you on the moon?’ Soon I openad
the gas tap full blast and lighted the burner. T
heard a pop noise and a big flame leaped up. I
was frightened. Soon one of the lecturers ran
to me and asked me to adjust and to make the
flame non-luminous. With trembling hands I

turned the air regulator in an attempt to make

the flame non-luminous. Off went the flame!.
Then the lecturer shouted, “What the hell are
you doing? Did I tell you to put off the burner?
I told you to make it non-luminous.”” And he
— bless his gracious soul! —lighted the burner
for me.

Soon 1 took the instruction book and
began to do the prescribed experiments. I did
five experiments on ‘“‘bismuth” which were not
done correctly either. I was happy I had only
one more experiment to do. The last experi-
ment was to add “hot nitric acid” to “bismuth
nitrate”’. I looked in the work-shelf & side-
shelf to find “hot nitric acid”’. But I did not find
it there. While I was searching for it I heard
a yelling behind me, “You there! What are you
looking for?””. I said “Sir, I cannot find the
hot nitric acid.”” There was a sudden laugh in
the hall. Then the lecturer told me the right
thing to do. At last I emerged from the lab
triumphant! (?) Ha! now I could breathe!



PRE-COMMISSION

TRAINING AT KAMPTEEL

2/Lt. V. K. Ravindranath

It was a bright summer forenoon. The
Grand Trunk Express steamed into Nagpur
Railway station. 1 was on my way to Kamptee
for undergoing my pre-commission training
in the NCC. Nagpur station was not new to
me. It was after a space of six years that I
was seeing this place once again. There
appeared to be no change at all in this large
railway station of Central India. The pungent
smell of mustard oil, typical of any North
Indian town, was writ large in the atmosphere.
The endless stream of passengers, the army
of red-jacketed porters, fruit vendors and
newspaper boys, these were all familiar sights.
After alighting from G: T., I was waiting for
the Kamptee Passenger. Among the crowd of
passengers some could easily be identified as
officer cadets proceeding to Kamptee because
of the black kit bags they carried. I too had
to carry this black kit bag but I chose to carry
it in a big box so that my luggage did not
betray me. On the platform, however, I saw
another kit bag the owner of which, by his
‘typical Malayali features caught niy attention.
He was Mr. Alavikutty, lecturer in the Perintal-
manna Polytechnic. Iintroduced myself to him
and he appeared to be very much relieved in
finding a companion from his own state. His
ignorance of Hindi had created problems for
him and he had started wondering how he
would get on in Kamptee. I had a hearty laugh
at bis fear that he weuld be sent back home
without being admitted to the Officers Training
School ! The train came and we both boarded
it. We looked out and had a passing glimpse
of the sprawling city of Nagpur. From the
outskirts of the city we entered the plains
~dotted by lone trees here and there.. The train
was speeding past orange fields and finally
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we arrived at Kamptee. The NCC quarters was
a mile’s drive from Kamptee Station and we
engaged a cycle rickshaw. We were brought to
the reception were asked to fill up certain
forms, were allotted chest numbers (We were
to be known only by these numbers for-the next
three months!) and were shown our respec-
tive places in the barracks. Most of my neigh-
bours in the barrack were people from Gujarat.
Alavikutty, of course, was by my side. His
chest No. was 30 and mine was 28.

That very evening a lean and pleasant-
looking young man with Khaki half-pants and
baniyan a mustered us all in front . of the
barrack and started giving us instructions for
the next day — You should get up at 0430 hrs.
(i.e.4.30 A. M.) finish off the early morning
routine, put on P T Kit, carry Boots and web
equipment with you, draw rifle from the Kote
and report for parade at 0600 hrs. (6 A. M.)
etc. etc. He was our Havildar Major, one
Mr. Barua from Assam, whose Hindi was so
Assamised that it made even the Hindi-speak-
ing people laugh. Anyhow we got to know
him better as days passed by and we all started
liking him inspite of his shert temper.

Next morning when I woke up the whole
barrack was humming with activity. Some
fellows, in their anxiety, were up as early as
3.30 a. m. and had started disturbing others.
Even if anybody was left sleeping, he was

“woken up by the shouting of the bearer who

brought us bed coffes. Our bearers had kept
ouf uniforms ete? ready so that we didn’t have
much difficulty. Particularly they had given a
wonderful shine to our boots. All set, we
marched off to the Kote, drew the rifles and
long before 6 a. m. had fallen in on the parade



ground. Instructors from the Regular Army
came and inspected everyone of us. Some got
a mild rebuke for not shaving properly, some
got a severe one for not having a hair cut. We
were issued chest numbers which were to be
tied securely to our chest so that our numbers
were visible from both sides. Somebody had
nick-named these numbers brassiers! Report-
ing done, we were marched off for P T by a
Havildar Instructor, who by his initial gestures
infused a sort of fear as well as enthusiasm
in us. After P T we were given 10 minutes
break in which we had to remove the canvas
shoes and put on boots for Drill. The instru-
ctor also changed from P T Kit into complete
uniform and was there teaching us the ele-
ments of drill. Very soon there appeared the
imposing figure of an officer with a handle bar
moustache whom later on we identified as
Maj. Shinde, our Company Commander. He
just observed us for some time and cooly rode
away in his scooter. At 8.15 we were set free
for breakfast. With a sigh of relief every body
hurried to the Dining Hall observed all for-
malities there and laid our bands on the
excellent dishes there.
porridge, milk, bread, butter, jam, omlet and
coffee or tea, breakfast was really, sumptious
and we felt our morning ‘Ragada’ (this was the
Hindi term used there for the tough exercise
they gave us) was at least compensated on the
breakfast table.

After breakfast at 9 a. m., we were to fall
in with web to equipment on for W.T. (Weapon
Training) classes. The same old instructors
were there to teach us lessons in weapon train-
ing. Tt started with rifle and was follwed up
with L. M. G. (Light Machine Gun), sten gun,
2 inch mortar and pistol. Of course all this
was done in a span of 3 months. One thing
which impressed me with regard to these
classes was the insistence on alertness so
that whatever was taught there was bound. to
get into your head. If somebody was caught
napping, or yawning he was sure to get a
-(doubling) or crawling. After the W. T. classes
~we were taken to a big hall (they called it the
‘cinema hall) for lectures. There, on the stage

With cornflakes or -

against the background of red curtains
appeared the imposing figure of Major Shinde.
After welcoming us all to the O T S, he briefed
us about the way we should conduct ourselves
in the O T S and straightaway passed on to
the lesson. He gave us lectures on tactics,
fieldcraft etc. There were other officers too
who lectured to us on other military topics.
At 1 p. m. we were free from the lectures but
then alas, we had to do the cleaning of
weapons. Before we could go for lunch we
had to undergo another ordeal i.e. receiving of
orders for the next day and depositing the
rifles. Almost everyday it was around 2 p. m.
that we got our lunch. After a brief and valu-
able nap we again reported for compulsory
games. The sun was blazing on us most
mercilessly and.in defending ourselves from
the heat, we emptied dozens of glasses of
water. It was only in Kamptee that I learnt
about the human capacity for consumption of
water. At night, sleeping inside the bar-
racks was very difficult and hence some of us
removed our cots to the courtyard in front.
There, out in the open, we lay looking at the
star studded sky and enjoying the cool breeze.
There was nothing like that and we forgot all
the hardships we had to undergo during the
day.

During our stay in Kamptee we wWere taken
out to several places for field craft, map-read-
ing exercises etc. The small forest near

Kamptee Chindwara road and the Suradevi

hills are worth mentioning. One cannot forget
the exciting view of scenic splendour one
commanded from the top of the Suradevi hill.
One of the most interesting events was the
camp when we had to walk 11 miles and
stay there in tents for a day and then had to
walk back the same distance. We were suppo-
sed to attack a neighbouring state and hence
all our movements had to be in the same way
as those of an expeditionary force. Our equip-
ment, formations, weapons etc. were all like
those of real soldiers and although a mock
attack, it had its exciting moments. Even in
the absence of real enemy tension prevailed

~because officers were there to bully you in case
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you committed a blunder. Then there were the
firing practices which too, had their thrills.

After the 3 months training came the

passing-out parade. Preparations for it started

almost a fortnight ago. Maj. Gen. D. Prem-
chand the then Director General of NCC, had
taken the salute. Our parade was impressive
although the rains had soaked our uniforms
and made them less attractive.

" Finally, I must mention the names of two
individuals who left a deep impression on the
‘minds of the officer cadets. One is Col. Thapa,
e Officers’ Trammg
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School, and the other is Sub-Major Masthan.
Col. Thapa was a rare combination of authority
and a fine sense of humour. Sub-Major Mas-

‘than with his thundering voice, instilled awe
‘in the minds of all cadets, but soon he could

convert it into hilarious laughter by his inte-

~resting jokes.

These are some of my impressions of the
Pre-commission course at Kamptee, where I
had undergone a little bit of regimentation.
But then it has convinced me that this amount
of regimentation is needed for most of our
citizens. :




THE COLLEEGE

Dominic Joseph, I P. D. (A)

The lecturer was getting enthusiastic over
a welcome digression from the lesson at hand.
During that lengthened ¢ by the by’ on the
need for cleanliness in class rooms, he remar-
ked: ‘‘even those unfortunate jobless young
men instinctively turn to the eampus of their
‘alma mater’; not because they want to get a
job there, but because something draws them
there.”” This casual remark shows one thing:
A student is strongly bound to an educational
institution by an invisible tie both during his
studies there and after he has left it

We step into the college with the primary
intention of acquiring knowledge. Most of us,
of course, regard the college as the very place
for our long-cherished dreams to materialize.
With the passing of days, the initial excitement
slowly dies down and the humdrum process of
acquiring knowledge begins. Once the wheels
of days fall into the rut of this process, lessons

alone interest the ordinary college student and

he expects nothing but knowledge from the
class room. As a result, his existence in the
college becomes too intellectual. The more
human portion of his personality gets very
little chance to blossom forth.

Such an intellectual existence naturally

makes the student look only at the duties the
college has towards him. But the fact remains
that the college, together with its task of brin-
ging about the intellectual formation of us,
students, has also a right to‘our affection and
services. It does claim a place in the heart of
every one of us. This very claim, interestingly
enough, adds to our personality, as we shall see.

The word ‘college’ is ordinarily defined

as an association of persons having a common

purpose. Sure enough, we are conscious of the
purpose that, has brought us together, and we
name it ‘acquisiton of knowledge’. But if we
puta full stop after that last word ‘knowledge’,
we are far away from the truth! Acquisition of
knowledge is not the only purpose of our enter-
ing the college, whether we are conscious of it
or not. The very idea of a ‘college’ is at stake
bere. We come to the college to develop the
man or Woman in us; and this development
cannot be only intellectual. The training for
life in the society — that is what we should
look for in addition to intellectual formation.
It is here that the institution comes in with its
claim, a claim which will furn out to be for our
own benefit. ‘

The field of extra-curricular activities is
full of opportunities for the development of
our social capacities. Social work, literary ac-

“tivities, games, sports — all these are meant

for our benefit. They bring us together, teach
us to appreciate one another, teach us those
lessons of tolerance and co-operation so neces-
sary for social life. Each member of such a
community in the college is thus enabled to
feel at home. '

Only a family atmosphere pervading the
college can bring about true discipline. Each
student comes to realise that the good order
and welfare of the college contribute to or
rather, constitute his own individual good.

Thus we come to the conclusion that a
college should be a family, a home where the
students can, in the process of acquiring know-
ledge, cultivate ‘those habits of tolerance and
co-operation on which the welfare of society

depends’.



Short Story

TRICK OF THE TRADE

C. P. Rauf, I P. D. (B)

It was a sultry morning. We were having
the midsummer holidays. I had nothing to do.
My brother was reading books. He is always
reading. He won’t even come out to play a
game. To hell with his books! Iwalked up to
our gate. There was a stranger on the ver-
andab of a closgd-up shop.

The shop is a little way up the road near
our house. Many traders had tried it. There
was no scope for good business here, the main
bazar being so near. So most of the time it is
unoccupied. It has become, of late, a resort of
beggars and loafers. The stranger was com-
fortably seated. He was untying a bundle. I
moved closer cautiously. He fished out a
bronze water pot from the bundle, unscrewed
its lid and poured a little water in the palm
of his right hand. Then, from the open con-
tainer on his side, he took a pinch of some
white powder and made a paste mixing it with
the water in his palm. He rubbed this paste
across his forehead, chest and arms, making
white stripes like old-fashioned Brahmin
priests. He then screwed up the water pot and
carefully packed up his bundle. He started,
without wasting time to take up his walking
stick. Of course, the walking stick was not a
stick, but an iron rod with a few metal rings
run into holes below the curved handle It
made a jingling sound as he walked.

The stranger looked an imposing figure
with his half-naked body with the, stripes and
the ochre-coloured dhoti tied in the North
Indian fashion. He had a long beard and flow-
ing hair. He walked straight to the door of
our neighbour, chanting loudly-* Har......
Har...... Mahadeva shambhoo...... ” to

I

the accompaniment of the jingle of the walk-
ing stick.

I wondered what sort of beggar he was. I
saw him going from house to house chanting
in his deep, resonant voice and collecting
alms. House wives treated him with reverence
and gave more than they would have given to
ordinary beggars. I turned back wondering
and strolled to the Reading Room Where I was
sure I would meet some of my friends.

After food I had a nap for want of any-
thing to do. I was not inclined to read any-
thing. I thought of persuading my brother to
play and looked for him. But he was not in
his room. I found him in the yard watching
some thing assiduously on the shrubberies.
My brother has not yet got his degree, but
his firm belief was that he was a scientist.
Right now, he was engaged on a piece of silly
research. He was trying to calculate the speed
taken of snails with the help of his wrist watch.
I let him alone and went to my favourite
mangotree. It has a moderately big trunk and
a sturdy branch forking off at a very comfort-
able angle. One can sit astride this branch
with one’s back against the trunk and defy the
world. Sitting there, if is real fun to watch the
blue sky and the hurrying pedestrians along
the road and listen to the rhythmic tic....tac
of the wood-pecker high up in the tree. I
swung up with the help of a small branch
and clambered up to this comfortable seat.
Luckily mother was not seen about the yard
and father was away. If mother bad seen me
sitting on the branch of that mango tree, she
would have been scared. She is always think-

" ing of broken bones.



Whilst thinking about the world from my
olympian perch, my eyes strayed on to the
boarded up shop, where I had seen the strange
beggar in the morning. Yes; he was there
again.
colourful contents lying scattered here and
there on the verandah of the shop. He was
rubbing off the whitish siripes from his body
with a wet towel. I watched with wonder and
curiosity. He was hurriedly changing his
dress. He put on a threadbare blue coat and
pressed down a crumpled turban®over his
head, with the stump of its pendent tuft stick-
ing out. Th en he jumped into a striped pyjama
and put on a down-at-heel shoe.

Every thing was being done in great hurry
so that passers by would not notice what he
was doing. After packing his things he took
the walking]stick from which the jingling rings
had been removed and slinging the bundle
over his shoulder he started off.

This bundle was unpacked and its

L\‘j it '.'.I;T ' L
F "?}’tﬂ.‘ #f& H‘: %

On noticing that he was after all coming
to our house I jumped down and ran home. As
soon as he reached our door he began to chant
in his deep voice ‘Allah Rasool Mohammed
> when he ended up with one or two
Urdu verses recited in a sing song way mother
gave him alms. When he turned to go I boldly
asked, “Fakir saheb, Did n’t I see you going
about like a swami in the morning? Now you
have turned Fakir?”’

“ 0, you were watching me, my son?
Well, that is the trick of our trade. My son,
no one would give alms to the same man
twice, so I have to be another man. That’s
all.”” He said, “Pray, Fakir sahib, who are
you in reality?”> I persisted.

“Well ﬁay son, it is immaterial whether
I am this or that. After all, I am what I am”
with that remark he walked away.




THE NEED OF THE HOUR AND YET...

K. Ganeshan, II1 B. A.

The threat of Third World War points
out to the need of the Compulsory Military
Training. It is a pity that our government has
made it optional in college. Though it is the
need of the hour the government is not giving
it as much importance as it really requires. The
present attitude of our government is rather
ridiculous. From my point of view it must be
compulsary, rather than optional. The future
of our students will be dark when this fine type
of training disappears from the college.

A free nation must be strong enough to
guard its freedom. And freedom can be guarded
only by force. When a nation disarms or
reduces its armaments it invites danger. Such
is a lesson of the two world wars. One of the
chief reasons for the aggression by Germany
and Italy was because of England, France and
their allies, not possessing proper armies.

Indian freedom is in its infancy. She has
some unfriendly nations to deal with, On the
west there is Pakistan and in the east there is
the threat of communism. The only way to
combat these dangers is build a strong Army,
Navy and Air Force. India is a poor country
and she cannot afford to keep a large standing
Army. The only Way to get round this problem
of adequate defence without much expenditure
is to introduce compulsory Military Training.

Compulsory Military Training means the
training of two wings, senior and junior, of
what is termed as ‘National Cadet Corps’’
The senior wing will comprise of university
students, while the junior wing will be drawn
from school boys. A large uumber of teachers
have been trained at the Military Centres.
They receive Officer Ranks and in turn train
students and attend Military Camps.

Compulsory Military Training is not inten-
ded to transform India into a huge war camp as

Germany was under Hitler. It is true that the
service of the NCC Officers and the cadets can
be requistioned in an emergency, for they are
a sort of a second line of defence. Military
Training does not necessarily make people war-
minded. It is only a type of physical training.
Even during the days of British this type of
training was provided in the University though
on a much smaller scale. The present NCC is
no more than a extension of former University
Training Corps.

Compulsory Military Traiging has much
to commend itself. It breeds a sense of discip-
line — a virtue which is sadly lacking in Indians
as a whole. Students in particular are growing
increasingly indisciplined and irresponsible.
Student strikes and demonstrations seem to
be the order of the day. Compulsory Military
Training will not stop the rot.

Besides improving the level of discipline in
the country, Compulsory Military Training will
be a boon to the average Indian, in many other
ways. Our educational system is too intellectual.
It does not take sufficient notice of the physical
growth and formation of character. An average
product of the system is a book worm, often
physically under-developed with no initiative
or qualities of leadership. It is hoped that a
scheme of Compulsory Military Training will
foster the gropth of the much needed virtues
of physical fitness and endurance and leader-
ship No npation can look forward to a bright
future without first developing these qualities
in its citizens. 5

Compulsory Military Training is thus, the
need of the hour and we are bewildered to hear
that the Government and Educational authori-
ties instead of strengthening the corps, are
trying to weaken it.
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Shri Y. RAMAN

remember him.

THE PRELUDE AND THE FINALE.

In the beginning was
the stru gg[e
and the struggle

was made mar.

earths muscles shuddered
in and out to

belch forth man.

breasts heaved invitingly
as he groped

to re-create the image
of that struggle

and it was

the son of Man.

W. H. M.

.

IN MEMORIAM

He served the College for nearly

a quarter of a century. We shall
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ON THE LOFTY HEIGHTS OF ANAIMUDI

CUO. Manoharakrishnan K.

U/O Altaf Ahamed, Cdti Mamoo. C Cdt
Subramanian A M, Cdt Jagadish T and I were
selected to attend the Adventure Training
Mountaineering Expedition. The expedition
was sponsored by The Signal School of the
INS VENDURUTTY. It was decided to
conquer the Anaimudi Peak (8841 ft), the
highest, south of the Himalayas. A group of
25 sailors, 19 NCC Cadets and 4 Officers were
selected to participate in the adventurous
trip.

We received the Movement Order on the
14th Nov. and left Calicut and reported to the
Commander of the NCC Group Head Quarters,
Ernakulam on the 15th. The Ernakulam Group
Headquarters was in charge of the 19 Cadets
participating in the Expedition. We started
for the base camp in the afternoon. We were
accompanied by one Officer and one reporter
from Mathrubhumi. By the time we reached
the base camp it was dark and cold. Even with
the special clothings provided to us, we found
it very hard to tackle the cold. An advance
party of Sailors had already reached there and
bhad completed the preliminary preparations
for the camp. We pitched 4 tents in the place
where wild elephants and snakes were frequent
visitors. We dug snake trenches around the
tents. Our Base Camp was some 8 miles north
of Munnar and was near the place called the
Rajamalli Gap, at an altitude of 6743 ft.

The Camp Commandant was Commander
M. P. Awatiof the INS VENDURUTTI, and
he was assisted by Lt A. K. Sood and his bro-
ther, Sub/Lt Sood. The Sood brothers piloted
the two parties which scaled the Anaimudi
Peak, on the 18th and 19th Nov. respectively.
Behind our tents was a lofty peak called the
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False Peak. On 17ih and 18th we were mainly
busy with acclimatising ourselves by taking
long treks on-the high plains. Early morning
at 6.30 we had PT then tea and afier that
some rest and at 9 o’clock we were given basic
training in hill-climbing.

On the 18th. morning 4 N C C Cadets, 7
sailors and one reporter were selected to attend
the preliminary climbing of the Anaimudi.
Since it was quite difficult to attack Anaimudi
after climbing the False Peak, it was decided
to climb the Anaimudi from the Top Division
of the Vakuvara Estate. The Party was led by
Lt. A.K. Sood. The climbing indeed was quite
tough. Sometimes we bhad to walk through
grass at waist level and it was full of snakes
and leeches. We cut our way through the high
grass. There were some hills which had slopes
ranging from 60 to 90 degrees. At that altitude
one will tire even by climbing short distances.
But finally when one reaches the top of the
Peak one will surely forget the painful and
tough journey undergone. The surrounding
peaks offered a beautiful sight which will never
fade away from our minds. Actually the official
climbing was scheduled on the 19th Nov. on
the eve of the N C C Day. But the preliminary
party had already successfully reached the top
of Anaimudi Peak and this preliminary
climbing was later decided as official. By the
time the first party was climbing the Anaimudi
another party led by P/O Bhaskran had
successfully reached the top of the False Peak
and had hoisted a flag there.

Again on the 19th morning two parties
under the leadership of Sub/Lt Sood attacked
Anaimudi from two sides and they also success-
fully completed the task of scaling the




Anaimudi, the highest south of Himalayas.
By the time the second party had reached the
base camp Captain Sharma, the Officer-in-
charge of the Cochin Naval Base visited the
Camp and congratulated the Cadets and the
Sailors who scaled the Anaimudi Peak. A
Camp Fire was organised on the N CC Day at
which the important personalities of the
Munnar town attended. A Variety Entertain-
ment programme was presented by the Cadets
and the Sailors to the visitors. On 20th morn-
ing we packed our kit bags and said good bye

to Anaimudi peak, and by dusk we were at
Ernakulam.

Indeed it was a wonderful experience.
After a tiring, hazardous and adventurous
journey, when one reaches the top of the Peak,
the satisfaction and thrill that one experiences
is unforgettable. The success of the Expedition
was mainly due to the will, the team spirit, the
co-ordination and the discipline the cadets
had shown during the camp. The five days
spent at the Camp were certainly a remarkable
experience.
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HUMOUR FROM

Wilson H.

Men will confess to a lot of failings, to
treason, to murder, to arson, even to false
teeth, but how many will confess to a lack of
humour? Laugh and grow fat one reads in
magazines and I’ve tried it without putting on
an ounce of weight. But all the same I must
admit T found the world a brighter place to
live in after every excursion into that section.
The world would be a poorer place bereft of a
laugh now and then. Undoubtedly all art and
literature would be destitute devoid of cartoo-
nists and humourists. Just imagine English
literature without Chaucer’s rollicking tales or
Swift’s sarcasm, without John Gay’s Beggar's
Opera or Fieldings Tom Jones, without Shakes-
peare’s Falstaff or Wodehouse’s Bertie Woos-
ter frightening isn’t? Just think of
World literature without the bawdy humour of
Machiavelli’s Mandragola or the poignant
searching wit of Chekhov’s Uncle Vanya . ...
dreadful, you will agree. Little wonder then
that William Sargant, an eminent psychiatrist,
stresses the beneficial effects of humour, when
he says that ““The safety of the world
seems to lie in the cultivation, not only
of courage, moral virtue and logic, but of
humour: humour which produces the well-
balanced state in which emotional excess is
laughed at as ugly and wasteful.”” *“Humour’’
says James' Thurber, ‘““is a serious thing.”” I
like to think of it as one of our greatest natural
resources Which must be preserved at all costs>’.
What is this sense of humour, shall we say this
comic spirit? Is it in any way related to pathos?
whic h is the subject of my talk today.
How very different the two ideas are:......
humour associated with laughter and pathos
associated with sorrow. Could they really be
co-related? Hazlitt, an English writer, said

PATHOS*

Mac[{aden

“Man is the only animal that laughs and weeps
for he is the only animal that is struck between
what things are and what things ought to be.”

Humour is that sense within us which sets
up a kindly contemplation of the incongruities
of life, and the expression of that sense in Art.
It is true that the pendulum of humour is
swung to extremes by making it sarcastic or
sardonic. But basically the element of kind-
liness is essential to humour. There must not
only be a preception of the peculiarities, the
contrasts and shortcomings which lend to any
character or circumstance an incongruous
aspect, but there must be tolerance and accept-
ance in them. Where anger is aroused the
humourous conception is lost and amusement
ends.

The comic view of life entails in itself a
deep and mature understanding of life. When
Puck in the ‘Midsummer Nights’ Dream, said
“What fools these mortals be”” it'was a castiga-
tion but a gentle one at that. Unless one has
traversed through the vale of sorrow and dis-
appoitment little can be understood about the
exhuberance of life. Mark Twain, one of the
finest of the humorists, said “The secret
source of humour is not joy but sorrow”. True
humour is born in the house of pain and is a
gentle method of soothing the angularities of
life. The humorist of excellence is aware that
the ills in others are but an expression of the
evils in himself. He has the delicate foresight
of the troubles that he and the whole humanity
may fall into. As Kalil Gibran said “A sense
of humour is a sense of proportion”’. Thus at
its best humour is sympathetic understanding
of life. :

* Text of the Broadcast on 18-1-1968.
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The comic writer does not and cannot
consider all life ridiculous for there would be
nothing to ridicule if that were so. 1f life is
considered meaningless then it would have no
head or tail or legs and there would be no
purpose in pulling its legs at all. A humou-
rist must therefore have at the back of his
mind as Chesterton puts it ‘“Either his own
theory of life which he thinks is right or
somebody else’s theory of life which he thinks
is. wrong™.  This theory he keeps at the back
of his mind creates in him a feeling of superio-
rity mingled with pity for the thing being
ridiculed. Wodehouse must have pitied the
empty but gossamer world of English Aristo-
crats when he wrote about Bertie Wooster,
being led by the nose by the superior commoner
Jeeves. Aristophanes must have pitied and felt
quite a bit superior to those he ridiculed in his
day. While tragedy totters at the brink of
despair, comedy arises. out of a realisation that
life ought to be different and that there is hope.
The awareness of a different way compels the
comic artist to select abnormal figures or
situations to whom and to which we feel
superior. We laugh at the human absurdity,
but our laughter is seldom mocking because of
a lack of detachment from the humanity
involved. The humorist realises the same tie
though built on a unconscious sense of sup-
eriority. Pathos is the quality that raises pity
the recognition of another possibility — and
pity has interwoven into it a sense of sup-
eriority. We laugh at Sir John Falstaff and yet
Shakespeare compels us to feel sorry for him.
Humour thus has some relation to pathos in its
special sense of pity.

A close study of tragedy, at least great
tragedy shows that it is not merely pessimistic
but an attempt to re-affirm life. The experience
that one gets after reading great tragedy is
rich and glowing. A similar study of great
comedy may show a touch of pathos in the
sense of unhappiness and pessimism. When
comedy exposes the sad fact of men of ideals
being ridiculous because of their madeqsuate
view of reality, it derives much from the foun-

tain head of ‘pathos. Moliere’ Miser tries to

strait jacket life- by reducing it completely
to money. For the same reason Shaw conside-
red Coriolanus as Shakespeare’s greatest
comedy. The comedy that draws from thes
pathos comes perilously close to tragedy. Great
comcdy attempts to do just that.

The laughter creating wizard of the silent
screen, Charlie Chaplin, says in his auto-
biography that *“In the creation of comedy, it
is paradoxical that tragedy stimulates the spirit
of ridicule, because ridicule is an attitude of
defiance: We must Jaugh in the face of our
helplessness against the forces of nature — or
go insane.”” He gives us a fine example to
illustrate his point . . Once, on the look out for
a comic plot for film he came across a story of
certain group called the Donner Party, who on
their way to California, missed the route and
were snowbound in the Sierra Navada moun-
tains. It was anything but comic. It can only
be described as ghastly and macabre. Out of
a hundred and sixty people only eighteen sur-
vived. Those who died, died slowly of hunger
and cold. Some of those who survived —
driven by hunger — resorted to cannibalism —
eating their dead companions. Others roasted
their moccasins to relieve their hunger. Out of
such gruesomely tragic material, Chaplin crea-
ted one of the most laughter provoking scenes
in _his picture the Gold Rush. He shows him-
self driven by hunger and cold, to boil his own
shoes and eat it, picking the nails as though
they were the bones of a chicken and eating
the shoelaces as if they were spaghetti. In the’
delirtum of hunger his partner is convinced
that Chaplin is a chicken and wants to eat
him. The older generation will vouch for it —
it was simply comical. There you are again —
humour from a pathetic situation.

Can this relation between humour and
pathos be stretched to include lives of humou-
rists? Is there the possibility that the tragedy
in the life of the writer gives rise to comedy?

It would certainly be a dangerous generalisa- -

tion to make, because the life of the artist is
very rarely reflected in totality in the colour of

his creation. Shakespeare critics speak on his




being “In the depths’’ when he wrote great tra-
gedy and “on the heights’ when he wrote great
comedy. It would therefore be safer to say that
the world has seen many creation in the field
of comedy inspite of the pathos in the life of
the artist.

There are some humorists who present
the laughable side of life while they them-
selves are sombre and serious. The story is
told of the renowned English' comic actor,
Rich, who went to consult a doctor about the
chronic depression he suffered from. The
doctor advised him to seek recreation by going
to see Harlequin the clown, not knowing that
Rich himself was playing the part. The moral
of the story is simply this, that the comic
writer, beneath his mask is just like you and
me, facing the strains and stresses of life.
Jonathan Swift easily one of the greatest

humourists was neither lucky in life nor in
love. Probably that was what added pungency
to his satires. But then think of Goldsmith,
undoubtedly the gentlest of the humorists —
he learned his way early to the pawn broker’s
shop. Alexander Pope found everything in
life against him. He was a cripple 4’6" tall
and above all a Roman Catholic and therefore
banned, in his time, from seats of higher
learning. And yet the pathos of his life did
not deter him from writing one of the most
beautiful mock-heroics in any language “The
Rape of the Lock’’.

Whatever source humour springs from —
and there are very few who are sure of it and
those few never agree — this much is certain
the world is a better place because of Shake-
speare’s comedies, Leacock’s stories and even
Ken Murray’s giant joke book.



THE N. C. C. — A POINT OF VIEW

Cadet Petty Officer R. Basant

The birth of the NCC on April 8th, 1948
was not greeted with great fanfare and rejoi-
cing because most people thought that there
was nothing spectacular about it. It seemed to
many a re-naming of the U. O. T. C. which was
already an adult and full-grown organisation.
The change of name had more than a mere
salutary effect. The corps was elevated to a
National level. Apart from that it also broa-
dened the scope of the organisation by making
the foremost aim the development of character
and leadership. Thus the NCC has to be
thought of primarily as a youth organisation
and not as a military or para-military corps.
This is to say that the military uniform is only
incidental to its character and make-up. Seeing
the NCC in this light will help a great deal to

view it in its correct perspective and avoid

frustrations that now beset its rank and file.

The success of a well-trained cadet is not
therefore to be judged solely from his making
grade with the S. S. B. but from how much of
the feeling for unity and discipline that is foste-

red. The student gains much in the feeling that

like him there are other students in uniform
throughout the length and breadth of India.
The common ideal and dress engenders the
feeling of national integration —-a much needed
quality in India today. ;

The average College student, without much
cost gets the benefits of being trained in a
disciplined and formal manner in his leisure
hours. The training in discipline is something
which will stand him in good stead in later life.
Informality, the bane of our national life and
character, is replaced by the respect for disci-
pline which is an absolute necessity for har-

~ monious and efficient existence of society.

Being a member of the NCC gives the
student the opportunity to develop qualities of
leadership in the one and only secular organi-
sation. It is here that the service way of life
contributes its maximum. After a year or two
of training the most bashful of students deve-
lop a sense of confidence and self-reliance.

The NCC has been in existence for nearly
20 years and it can certainly look back with
pride onits achievements in inculcating a sense
of respect for duty and discipline among the
youth of our country.

It was after 1962 that the corps faced a
barrage or vehement criticism. This was
mainly because of its being made compulsory.
The extension of NCC training watered down
its impact and reduced its potency. Apart from
that, compulsion at the collegiate level was a
terrible and gross misunderstanding of acade-
mic aims and ideals. It also began to be
noticed that many a student lost sight of his
studies in an over-enthusiasm for the glamour
of uniform. All this combined with the natural
frustration of most NCC officers, put the cadet

_corps in a bad light. Precious little if not
.nothing was done to achieve its primary ideals.

In spite of the great problems and diffi-
culties of that period the NCC has come out
fairly unscathed and certainly the wiser. In
order to achieve its former standards the
strength must be reduced to at least seventy
five strong. These limited cadets must be so
selected that they can maintain a balance bet-
ween their studies and NCC activities. A better
way would be to include NCC training in the
syllabi and curricular work of the University.

At this juncture it is worth thinking of the
possibility of having the NCC Officer’s training

34



FINAL YEAR B. Sc.



IN MEMORIAM

REY. T. D. SANTWAN

"Tis ' given but to few

To serve a greatness not their own
For God and youth he strove

And that alone’



being NCC orientated instead of being totally
service orientated as at present.

Once the NCC is made optional much
will depend on the initiative of the NCC Offi-
cer to make it a part of college life. This is
very important if the corps is to win public
approval. Cadets should be encouraged to help
and participate in all activities in a loyal and

selfless manner. Possibilities of social work
and service should never be allowed to slip by.
Cadets will thus not be easily dubbed as uni-
formed snobs.

Above all the men who volunteer to take
up the lead should themselves believe in the
goals and ideal of the corps and dedicate them-
selves to its development.

- S

Céndolence Resolution on
REV. T. D. SANTWAN

The Staff and Students of Malabar Christian College deeply
mourn the passing away of the President of the College Council,
Rev. T. D. Santwan, on the morning of 8th February 1968. Rev.
T. D. Santwan, bas been President of the College Council and a
member of the Board of Direction of the Malabar and South
Kanara Christian Education Society since 1956 and it is during
the period that the College grew from an intermediate status into
a Post-graduate Institution. The substantial contribution made by
Rev. Santwan to the College during this period of growth will
ever be remembered.

In the death of Rev. Santwan, the Malabar Christian College
has lost one of its ablest administrators. The Staff and Students
hereby extend their heartfelt condolences to all members of the
bereaved family in this hour of profound loss.




NATIONAL CADET CORPS

Report of the Army Wing Sub-Unit for 1967-°68

Strength:

The reduction of compulsory N C C train-
ing from 3 years to 2 years brought down the
strength to 2 officers and 340 cadets, with two
companies authorised.

Officers:

Lt. M. S. Muihu attended the Refresher
Course at Kamptee in June 1967. 2/Lt.V.K,
Ravindranath successfully completed his Pre-
Commision Training at the same place and has

joined the Sub-Unit with effect from 1 August
1967,

Training and Certificate Examinations:

Attendance, discipline, training and turn-
out at parades continue to be remarkably satis-
factory. Thanks to all the Officers and Perma-
nent Instructional Staff in general, and Sub.
Yusuff in particular, for having given their
best in training our cadets. Annual Training
Camp for the year was not held this year
during the Christmas vacation. It is proposed
to hold the camp during the Summer vacation.
In February 1968, 26 cadets were presented
for ‘B’ and 4 cadets for ‘C’ certificate exami-
nation. 20 cadets passed the ‘B’ and all the 4
passed the ‘C’ certificate examination.

Special Camps:

B of our cadets, S U/O Sreckumar S. U/O
Altaf M. Ahammed, C. S. M. Sathish Lal. N.
Sgt Sivaprasad T.B. Sgt Paul Ravindran James,
Sgt Subramanion A. V., Cpl Venugopal K. and
Cpl Gopalakrishnan C.R., were attached to 95

Infantry Brigade for one month during May
- 1967,

IJ_]O'Rav:Prakash K. and Qpl Moiz D.

Kapasi attended Advanced Leadership Course
at Neyyar Dam in May 1967. U/O Monochara-
krishnan K., Cpl Ramachandran M. and Cpl
Premkumar P. K. attended All India Summer
Training Camp at Kodaikanal in the same
month 4 of our cadets, Cpl Chandrakanth C.
Cdt Ravi A K., Cdt Antony C.L. and Cdt Kana-
kambar R. Led by S U/O Sreekumar S. repre-
sented Kozhikode N C C Group in the Inter
Group Shooting Competition at Trivandrum,
in November 1967. With the limited training
facilities they got, they came out second in the
state, and Cdt Ravi A. K. won the second place
in the individual competition. U/O Monohara-
krishnan K., UfO Altaf. M. Ahammed, Cdt
Mamoo C., Cdt Jadadish T. and Cdt Subra-
manian A; M. took part in the mountaineering
expcdition to the Anaimudy Peak, the highest
peak in India south of the Himalayas. S U/O
Sreekumar S. and L/Cpl Mohanram M. atten-
ded the Republic Day Parade at New Delhi on
26 January 1968. It is highly gratifying to
note that out of the 18 cadets who represented
the entire state of Kerala and Laccadives on
the Republic Day Contingent 2 were from our
College. S U/O Sreekumar S. was adjudged
the Best Cadet and Parade Commander of the
State. Again at New Delhi, he was selected to
command the parades held for many dignita-
ries and also to lead the N C C Republic Day
Contingent on the Republic Day. He com-
manded the Guard of Honour presented to the
Prime Minister of India in the N C C Rally on
'27th January 1968. This is the first time that

- acadet of Kerala Directotate wins this Hopour.

Events:

. N C C Daywas celebrated on a grand
__scale this year, The ceremonial prade of the



Lt. Col. Y. K. Menon, Officer Commanding, 27 Kerala Bn N C 6, Maj Ramakrishnan, Administrative Officer, Kozhikode Group HQ and Lt. Damodaran
I N, Commanding Officer, 4 Kerala Nayal Unit N C C with the Special Company N CC Cadets of the College.



Lt. Gol. V. K. Menon, Officer Commanding, 27 Kerala Bn NG C, Major Ramakrishnan, Administrative Officer, Kozhikode Group HQ and Lt. Damodaran
LN, Commanding Officer, 4 Kerala Naval Unit N C € with Naval Wing Cadets of the College.



27 Kerala Battalion N C C was held in our
College campus. Ceremonial parades were held
in the College on the Independence Day and
the Republic Day. Our cadets also took part
in the central parade on the Independence Day
at Mananchilz Madrt qesg -

General:

O T U Cadet Babu M. P. has been finaly
selected and he will do his Pre-Commission
!‘taiiﬁﬁg’ at Indian Military Academy, Dehra
Dun from July, 1968. Our hearty Congratula-
txewrtozhm, S odr 5




‘Report of the
Naval ng Sub-Unit for the year 1967- '68

The academic year 1967-68 was a little
difficult for the Naval Sub-unit. It was about
to strike shoals of extinction and there were
strong rumours of the possibility of the Unit
itself being disbanded. Somehow it didn’t
come to pass and the storm left nothing in its
wake.

Training :

The Permanent Instructional staff and the -

senior cadets did a fine job of training and
kept up the high standard of the Sub-unit.

Camps:

Only the first year cadets could attend thq
camp this year. The Annual Training Camp
was held in Ernakulam on the 14th May to
the 23rd May 1968. Cadet Peity Officer R.
Basant led the contingent. They once a-gain
bagged the prizes and were declared the Best

: ZSub-umt

' Two cadets Leadmg Cadet Chandra-
k . and Ist Class Cadet Rajan K.
ter Training Cruise on board

INS DELHI. Leading cadet Premachandran.
K. attended the Advanced Leadership Course
at Cochin.

Certificate —Examina.tions ¢

No certificate examinations were held this
year.

Officers :

Sub-Lt. Wilson H. Mackaden attended
the Refresher Course at INS VYENDURUTHY
in June 1967.

General :

~ Cadet A. K. Mohan was selected for
Commission in the Army. The Sub-unit
~ participated in all NCC and college activities
. of the year.

: Promotions:

Leading Cadet R. Basant was promoted
to Cadet Petty Officer with effect from 1. 2. 68.
Captain Cadet P. Sudhakaran was promoted
to Senior Captain Cadet with effect from
105167




REPORT ON ASSOCIATIONS

The activities of the College Union and
affiliated associations were inaugurated on 24th
November 1967 by Mr V. N. Rajan, M. A,
I. P.’S., with a brilliant address on “Leader-
ship in Democracy”. The belated inaguration
was due to belated elections of office bearers of
the College Union Council which in its turn was
caused by the closing down of the college due

English Association
Malayalam Association
Hindi Association
Mathematics Association
Physics Association
Chemistry Association
Natural History Association
History Association
Economics Association

Fine Arts

The month of January 1968 was a busy
period for all the associations as will be indica-

17-1-68 Hindi Assocation
18-1-68 English Association

Sangam.
29-1-68 History Association s
30-1-68 Economics Association

31-1-68 Fine Arts Association

The Fine Arts Association participated in
the Calicut Arts Festival for Calieut Colleges
and Miss Wilma Samuel was adjudged the best

to student disturbances and unrest. It was on
18- 11 —’ 67 that the College Union Council
met and elected Mr Charles Victor (III B. A.)
as Chairman, Mr V. Padmanabhhan (III B. A.)
as Secretary and Miss Soumini Snehi (1IT1 B. A..)
as Joint Secretary. The affiliated associations
elected the following as Secretaries:

Chandran V., IIT B. A.

Antony T.J., II B. A.

Shobindran, III B. A

Narayanan M., II B. Sc.

Balabhasker, I B. Sc.

Radha G., II Pre-Degree

Marakkar P., IT B. Sc.

Bhargavan T. P., III B. A.

Ganesan K., IT B. A.

Venugopal P., III B. A.

ted by the following list of engagements in :
that month:

Dr K. Bhaskaran Nair, M. A., Ph. D.
Mr P. V. Rajagopal, M. A.

24-1-68 Seminar on Language Problem organised by the student members of Powra

Mr M. G. S. Narayanén, M. A.
Mr P. K. M. Raja, M. A.

Mr Baburaj
inaugurates variety entertainments.

actress in the Drama Festival, and Miss P. T.
Sreebala was awarded the first prize for
‘classical dance. :
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The Sahityolsavam of the Malayalam
Association which took place on 3-2-68 was a
well organised function which attracted a sus-
tained audience and offered a real feast of
poetry and literary discussion.

Miss Hema Prabu and Mr P. Rajagopal
won the II Place in the Inter-Collegiate Quiz
Programme conducted by A. I. R. on 27-10-67.
At the All Kerala Inter-Collegiate English
Elocution Contest organised by the Regional
Engineering College, Miss Oswald Bridget was
adjudged the best woman speaker and our
team which .consisted of Mr R. Basant and
Miss Oswald Bridget lost the trophy to the

Calicut Medical College by a very narrow
margin.

One of the briefest but pleasantest functions
organised by the College Union this academi¢
year was the reception it accorded to Senior
Under Officer S. Sreekumar to felicitate him up-
on winning the Prime Minister’s Baton for the
best NCC Cadet at the Republic Day Parade.

As chaifman; let me express my thanks ;
to my colleagues on the council and to all mem-
bers of the staff for their guidance and help.

Charles Victor,
Chairman.




MEMBERS OF THE FINE ARTS ASSOCIATION
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K. Nanu P. Jose Wilfred Mathew and Abraham G. Thomas

Ball badminton captain District Shuttle Badminton winners
Member of the Kozhikode District Abraham G. Thomas won the College singles and doubles
ball badminton team tournaments and also the district singles and doubles tournaments

K. K. Philamon, Basket ball captain A P. S. Krishnachandran
Member of the Kozhikode District basket ball ! ~ Member of the Kozhikode District
team for the second year Basket ball team ( junior section)



Sy y
‘BOMBAY STuDI0O CALICUT-

Ball Badminton Team: Winners of the Kozhikode District and Rev. Fr. Theodosius’
Memorial Tournaments

UNIVERSITY PLAYERS

%I- Viswanathan — III B. A. Class Football M. Krishnadas, I Pre-degree Class. Member of
Captain. Member of the University Football the University Football Team
Team for the Second Year
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Malathi K., I B. A.
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{IONAL CADET (g

Leading Cadet Premachandran Petty Officer Cadet Basant
was selected to attend the Advanced
Leadership Course at Cochin

Leading Cadet Jayaprakash Leading Cadet Najmal Hussain
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WYNAAD ROAD, OPPOSITE M. C. COLLEGE CROSS ROAD,

l caters for large and small parties
CALICUT-1

/
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For_ all @thogmzplmi‘c requirements
Peethamber Studio

CALICUT -1
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(( K O D A K )) “Dealers

Phone No. Studio: 2666 Residence: 3948
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FOR QUALITY AND PRICE
with
Reputation of More than '50 years

“KANARANSON?”

GENERAL MERCHANT

Y. M. C. A. ROAD, CALICUT
Phone: 2008
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Office: 4025
Res. : 5760

TOURING BOOK STALL

COURT ROAD, CALICUT.

WILL GET YOU ALL KINDS OF TECHNICAL BOOKS, ENGINEERING
BOOKS, COLLEGE TEXT BOOKS, GUIDES & EXERCISE NOTE BOOKS

FOR A CLASS IN ENGLISH

Phone

use

/

WISDOM GUIDES
THE FAVOURITES OF THE STUDENT WORLD
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FOR

Higl-l-class SPorts (Taods ol Every DescriPtion

APPROACH

LOHI SPORTS & BOOT HOUSE

CALICUT-1
PHONE Shop: 3582 Residence: 5262

i

AUTHORISED STOCKISTS FOR

e Al
IR 5o m A X

1. Slazengers Sports Goods
2. The Pioneer Sports Works (Private) Ltd.
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Shopping is a Pleasure and Pastime at:

- DRESSLAND

Phone : 4385
COURT ROBD CH.LICUT

T;h:B @nle andl .the biggfest Departmemal Smres
for Textn}les m Ithe Cnﬂ:y
: @ T]ERYLEN]E GARMENTS
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6[&9 leowling plwfograplmic hie i e
C)&esf @oasf .ﬂor over ﬂorlq years

Estd. 1923 : Phone No. Studio: 2604 — Res.: 5087
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Phone 5197 for

—

TUNFUNK ( German) Radic;s

Noted for superh performance =
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*

MODERN RADIO HOUSE

Radio Dealers

and

Licenced Wiring Contractors
WEST NADAKKAYV, CALICUT.
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Authorised Dealers _ , § ;
Quality Steel Furniture ,“Chandan" A*
and | - ey
; _;t‘. e
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“NATIONAL”
F
O
R

SPARKLING PICTURES
Contact: 2601

Wational Seudio

S. M. STREET, CALICUT-I.

Wational )246(1’05

7/209 A, OYITTY ROAD, CALICUT.
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Authorised Dealers for
PHILIPS & BAJAJ LAMPS and
fittings and also for
B . TELEFUNKEN, TELERAD, U.M.S.,
Phone: 3499 GRUNDIG & SIEMENS RADIOS.

alhelsleelaeloolastosloslaslecleeoslocecteclecticostesfoslesloslastestestestislasteslantechivlealoalestectostostostastestogiastestieosbofiteotespe e i

@
PEPEIIEPEDEREBE

B e o e e e e e e L e e e e e e e e e e b el

he

S D .
(R SR o N e




&

BEBEBBPHEBBBBBBBBBBREBEEBBEBBBBBBBEBBBBBBE

p
Q-
]
o
>
=
>
%.

Telephone : 4220

BOMBAY TYRE RETREADING (O,

FULL CIRCLE TYRE REBUILDERS & VYULCANIZERS,
6/59, Malabar Ghristian College Cross Road,

CALICUT-14. (Kerala State)

Send Your Worn-out Tyres:

For full circle retreading with guaranteed
quality materials & expert workmanship
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COURT ROAD_
CALICUT-1

PRESTIGE PRESSURE

COOKERS — SPECIALLY ROYAL OPTICAL STORES

APPOINTED DEALERS AND COURT ROAD
SERVICE STATION. CALICUT -1

SUN GLASSESS

FOR FOR
GUARANTEED o
STAINLESS STEEL WARES
& OPTICAL
PRESENTATION ARTICLES SErRGNG
R. VARIAR SONS :

PHONE:=2352
&&ﬁ%&%ﬁ&&&&&&&&&ﬁﬁ&&&&&&&&&&&&&&%&%ﬁ&ﬁﬁx
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Western -ﬁgenai*ezs | 8

PALAYAM ROAD, CALICUT.



" STATEMENT ABOUT OWNERSHIP AND OTHER PARTICULARS
~ ABOUT THE MALABAR CHRISTIAN COLLEGE MAGAZINE

a FORM IV

1. Place of Publication ~ * Calicut, Kerala State

2. Periodicity of its Publication : Annual

3. Printer’s Name ’ Rev. Fr. J. M. Vergottini, S. J.
Nationality : ITtalian : =
Address Xavier Press, Calicut

lisher’s Name ~ Mrs. V. G. Lancelot Thomas, M. A.
Nationality ’ Indian
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Editor’s Name ~ Mrs. V. G. Lancelot Thomas, M. A.
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