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‘‘Leave the divine element which can possibly appeal only to the
Hindu, and view it, if you choose, as even a work of art, pure
and simple__The Ramayana still remains grand, inimitable and
supreme—a faithful portraiture of all that is good and noble in
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man. It is beyond doubt, the high water mark of human imagi—
nation. Small wender that it guides the thoughts and shapes the
conduct of the vast majority of the population of this country. Tt
enters in to the very marrow of their bones and is, unto them,
alike preceptor and law. One can well understand Murari and
Javadeva when they say that it is the theme and not the poet
that is responsible for the selection. Just cause has India to be
proud of Valn.iki and his immortal poem, and if ope fact more
than another has contributed to elevate the Hindu nation tohigher
and higher eminences from age to age, it is the presence, in the
literature, of work like Ramayana, every syllable of which breathes
a spirit of the purest morality and loftiest truth.”’
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His most gracious and Royal Highness the Kiritapati
Maharaja of Travancore, G. C. S I. M. V.
With the best respects and affectionate regards of
the auther Kerala Varma.
Trivandrum
12th July, 1894.
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