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:DLarma-SaLAAyam

DHARMA is a term closely connected with the mystery of
Incarnation. It stands for the original state of affairs in Krtayuga,
when heaven and earth were in perfect harmony, designated by
the term rtq, the state of original justice. This original dharma
was upset by adikarma, the original sin. Now avatara is the
divine condescension to repair this damage, and to restore the
original dharma (Gita, 4/7-8). By his Incarnation Christ
assumed the whole universe into himself to reinstate the original
dharma (1Cor. 3/22), and “a new heaven and a new earth”
resulted. Hence the whole mystery of Incarnation is summarized
in the term dharma.

SAKSHYAM, meaning witness, points directly to the martyrdom
of St. Thomas, the Apostle, and indirectly to his apostolate in
general. His sole mission was to bear witness to the mystery
of Incarnation, the restoration of dharma by Christ.

Our title dharma-sakshyam can, therefore, be paraphrased as
WITNESS TO THE MYSTERY OF INCARNATION.

Finally here is the Dharmaram crib that proclaims anew the
dharma, to which St. Thomas bore witness by his life and death
1900 years ago.

Cover Cesign by J. Elamkunnapuzha



“THE FIRST

CHRISTMAS

IN INDIA”

(C”-ne Explano’cion of the theme o]( St Tohmas @en’tencry @riL, 1971)

seated are the
foundation of Rta
In its fair form are many
splendid beauties®’

(Rv, 4, 23.9)

“Firm

dawn of time and
before even the planets and stars
began to sound the music of the
spheres was the sternal Rta of the
‘Sapta guna’ This Rta existed in
the Absolute, the Para Brahman in
whom were harmonised the notes of
Dharma and goodness.

Before the

And in time

creation

the begining of
the Rta was reflected in
and truly in the moral order on
earth. Bui man strayed away from
Dharma there by seriously disturbing
the Rta. To set it right God be-

came man in the person of Christ.

Dharma-Sakshyam

His mission had to be universal.
Hence he sent his disciples to all
corners of the globe, saying:

“Go Ye therefore and
make disciples of all nat-
ions, baptising them in
the name of the Father
and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that
I have commanded you
(M. 28/19)

Aud here is St. Thomas coming
to India to preach the good news
of Christ in whom the Rta was
restored. He carries the message of
Christ, the salvific message. The
rushing waves seem to bring it
ashore in all enthusiasm, The
heavens are happy at His arrival

7



and they do gleam from above. The
birds on their wings whistle in all
mirth, Itis the beginning of the new
era of Christianity: upon which the
sun shines anew. The evening of a
winter is now followed by a beauti-
ful spring. A mnew light appears, a
new message, and with it new hopes
and expetations.

“The people who sat in
darkness have seen a
great light.” (Mt. 4/19)

India’s rich cultural and spiri-
tual heritage proves a fertile soil for
the new message. She is a treasure
island to the trading foreigners. Her
affluence sets the trading ships and
hoats in motion across the waters.
And over the land, the caravan route
with herds of camels is in a bustle
of busy trade all the time. They
buy and sell not only spices and
gems but also wisdomn and knowledge.

India’s image in the past is in-
complete without her social set up.
She has a well-knit society where
the castes are cast into a perfect
unit. The Brahmanas hold the hig-
hest position in the society, They
teach and preach and are second
only to the gods. The Gurukulvasas
manifest the intimate teacher-taught
relationship. The Kshatriyas come
next. They protect the country and
promote welfare. But the breadwin-
ners are the Vaisyas who till the soil
and cuitivate the land. The Sudras

8

come lowest in the grade. They do
the menial jobs in the society.

~_India’s cultural wealth gets ex-
pression  in a host  ef’ feasts *like
Pooram: entertainments like cockfight,
folk dances and what not. They all
are part and parcel of the Indian’s
life. They make this land more
beautiful and pleasant. It is on to
this land St. Thomas steps in. There
is some apparent harmony or Rta in
it, but it is only apparent. There
are discords deep beneath the suiface;
they need to be rectified.

True to music, St. Thomas sounds
the seven notes of virtues in his life
and action. There is charity which
drives him to the lot of the poor.
Appearing as artisan he receives a
large sum of money to build a palace
which he lavishes on the beggar folk
to make pleasant the sad music of
humanity. We see him heal the sick
and comfort the afflicted and his
mercy knows no bounds. It is his
burning zeal for God’s glory and
man’s salvation that led him tu preach
the gospel of a new religion in this
ancient land of Rshis and Sag:;. He
erects the cross in many places and
attracts vast numbers to public wor-
ships. He even works miracles to
prove his case. S-e the water suspended
in the air. Nothing magical about
it, but a little miracle of faith. See
him also lift a huge log of wood like
a straw. It is another miracle in the
legends. The log was too heavy for

Dharma-Sakshyam



the people to move but his hand on
it made it as light a. wool.

His sense of justice guides his
actions. As a mediator he pacifies
many a quarrcl and sets things right.

St. Thomas is now at Mylapore,
famous for its natural beauty. It is
a place of peacocks where much of his
work was done. But he had soon
to reach the climax of his activities
in his martyrdom. There, he is now
stabbed to death by the Brahmins.

With his martyrdom India was
through her pangs to bring forth
Christ in full, His message was
flowing deeper into the soil. And that
was perhaps “the first Christmas in
India.” It marked the birth of a new
era. The evening of an age is now
followed by the rising of arvother in
Christ which was made possible by

The heavens rejoice at the birth
of Christ. The angcls praise God and
wish men peace and good will. “Glory
to God in the highest and on earth
peace among men with whom he is
pleased”. (Lk. 2/14.) And his earthly
parents joined the angels in worship
thanking God for this new phase in his
redemptive work. Christ’s salvific work
was made meaningful in India by the
life and death of St. Thomas.

He dies, but his spirit is undying
in the hearts of the St. Thomas Christi-
ans of Kerala who for ages have been
engaged in the missionary and social
activitiess They have even improved
upon the work of St. Thomas: The
beautiful church spires here and there
are the new shapes of the old places of
worship. They are today cn the march
to serve, to heal, tc console, to preach
and educate and thus to bring to per-
fection that Rta which St. Thomas had
always visualized reigning in India-

* * * *

everything in

10, 8)

the

the martyrdom of Thomas the
Apostle.
—_—
FHQIX GO CHCEORCE IR CRITH CRICE O OHE 3 O CFLF CHCP Q0 X0BCHICE Cf OFICHO 1306 XE SR IRCH 0 O
“] am the living fountain, If anyone thirst,
let him come to me and drivk.” ( Jn. 7, 37-38)
* * * *

1. am:the. Seurce=off ‘all;
world moves because of me.” (Gita
tatninfeletutuiniutnteinialuialslaisininietututoialutnelntnintuintatainiolutniuteln]
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ST. THOMAS AND INDIA

Thomas, who is merely listed in
in the Synoptic Gospels among the
Apostles, emerges in St. John as a
personality endowed with characteristic
traits. Dydimus, the Twin which was
his other name (Jn 11:16), appears
first in his characteristic daring when
he instils courage into his companions
tc go along with Jesus, even to the
gallows, if necessary (Jn 11:16). Forth-
right and ever sure of himself, Thomas
hardly knows where Jesus was going
tlet alone how) when the Lord was
about to make his Passover to the
Father Jn 14:5). Just as most other
Apostles, Thomas too did not grasp
the mystery of Jesus, the meaning of
His Passover. He followed Jesus to
the point of death, but not beyond,
to see that His death was 1o end up
in life. He would not believe in the
Risen Lord unless he saw Him alive
himself. He touched and believed: “My
Lord and my God* ( Jn 20:24-29).

Finally came home to him the mystery
of Jesus in full, that Jesus’ death was

to be the life for the world- He under-
stood his own mis:ion — to carry that
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life to the ends of the world. He set
out on his mission, the Lord assigned
to him. What was his destination?
What was the way which took him
there?

There is no answer to these
questions in the New Tetament books.
Only a sort ofromapt:c New T'estament
apocryphal(‘“‘Acts of Apostle Thomas®?),
written at the end oi thesecond century
or the beginning of the third century,
is our earliest guide in the matter. Even
though this work is acknowledged as
legendary, a number of scholars admut
a historical nucleus in it which repres-
ents the second century tradition aoout
the apostolate of St. Thomas in India.
Besides, some fragmentary passages in

other writings of the third, fourth and
the following centuries :peak in

unambiguous terms about his Indian
apo-tolate  From the fourth century
ouwards the major Churches are
unanimous in their witnessing to_ the
tradition-

The substance of the tradition is
more or less as follows: St Thomas the

'Dharma-Sakshyma



Apostle following the well-established
trade routes (either through land or by
sea) reached India some tme in the
middle of the first century A.D. He
preached the Gospel in Parthia and
India, converted many, including
members of royal families, suffered
martyrdom in India, and was buried
there; later his mortal remains were
transferred to the west (to Edessa)
where they were honourably deposited
and venerated: The “Acts of Apostle
Thomas®’ describes the journey and
activities of St. Thomas in a romantic
manner, and much of it is the fruit of
fertile imagination. Still the foliowing
points deserve special mention, as they
have been discussed by serious authors.
His apostolate in India is supposed to
have begun in the kingdom of King
Gudnaphar. The ruler asks hic guest,
Thomas, to build him a palace. But
the Apostle spends the alloted sum on
the poor, and the angry King puts him
into prison. Thereupon, Gad, Gud-
naphar’s brother dies, and when
brought to life, narrates the beauty of
the palace which Thomas has built in
heven. The King receives baptism
together with his brother, and the
Apostle preaches faith all through the
country. He then travels overland to
another kingdom at the invitation of
its King, Mazdai. Here too he con-
verts many. At last he is stabbed to
death by the King’s order on the top
of a hill, half a mile from town. Long
afterwards a son of the ruler falls sick.
Mazdai had the tomb ofthe martyr

Dharma—Sakshyam

‘had

opend up for the relics to give his son
a healing touch, but, to his dismay,
the bones were found missing, ‘‘for one
of the brethren had taken them away
secretly and conveyed them to the
West’’,

Several attempts have been made
to identify the kings mentioned in the
“Acts’” and t> locate their respective
kingdoms. It is suggested that Gudna-
phar might be a king of North India
(probably the writer of the “Acts™
in mind Gondophares who,
reportedly, reigned in north west
India some time in the first century
B.C.), and Mazdai ‘South\a Indian
king, who ruled in the first century
A.D.in Kerala, or in Coromandel,
or even in the present-day Mysore.
Attempts were also made to identify
even Gudnaphar with a South
Indian ruler of the First century.

As against the above there is the
Indian tradition  handed from
generation to generation by word of
mouth among the Christians. of St.
Thomas and to some extent among
their non-Christian neighbours, This
tradition might be considered to con-
sist of elements of the tradition of
Malabar, Mylapore or Coromandel,
and the Chaldean Church. There
exist a few local records cof this com-
bined tradition. Many portuguese
writings of the sixteenth century have
it in greater details. According to that
tradition, St. Thomas came by sea,
and first landed at Cranganore about

II



the year 52 A. D.; converted high caste
Hindu families in Cranganore, Pala-
yur, Quilon and some other places;
visited the Coromandel coast, making
conversions; crossed over to China and
preached the Gospel; returned to India
and organized the Christians of Mala-
bar under some guides (priests) from
among the the leading families he had
converted, and erected a few places
of worship- Then he moved to Coro-
mandel, and suffered martyrdom on or
near the Little Mount: His body
was brought to the town of Mylapore
and was buried in a holy shrine he
had erected- Christians, goes . the
tradition, from Malabar, the Near
East, and even from China used
to go on pilgrimage to Mylapore and
venerate the tomb. In the sixteenth
century the Portuguese were told of
this burial place by the natives and
others, and were taken there by
‘Armenian’ (probably Chaldean) mer-
chants on a pilgrimage. The Portu

guese excavated the tomb in 1523 and
discovered a few relics therein.

Concluding it may be pointed out
that all historians may not accept
without some reserve every element of
the combined tradition indicated
above. But scholars who have taken
great pains to make a serious study
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of the question admit that the main
points of the tradition—that St Thomas
preached the Gospel at least in South
India, both on the west and east coasts,
that he died on the Coromandel coast
and was burid there -stand out so clearly
that they cannot easily be denied-

At the dawn of Cbristianity there
were trade routes connecting the Near
East and East, routes very much
frequented. The land routes reached
parts of North India, while the sea
routes reached the coasts of Malabar
and other parts of South India. This
state of affairs make the apostolate of
St. Thomas at least possible. The
tradition as it is found in the ““Acts of
Thomas®®> and in the witnesses of
various authors and Churches wmake
this possiblity a probability. Add to
this the living testimony of the comm-
unity of Thomas Christians, and the
witness of the tomb of Mylapore, the
Little mount and the Big Mount in the
vicinity of Mlapore, together with
the traditions connected with each of
these monuments. In such a combi-
nation of the various traditions scholars
are inclined to find an argument of
convergence in favour of certitude of
the apostolate of St Thomas in India,
and for the apostolic origin of Indian
Christianity.

A M. Muidadan.
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On Christmas

night the angels
sang. “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and peace to men who enjoy
his favour” (Lk 2:14). It was to the

- shepherds who lived in the fields and

took it in turns to watch .their flocks
during the night (Lk 2:8) that this
Good News of salvation and reconcili -
ation was addressed- In fact, as poor

shepherds they were those with whom
God was pleased and they enjoyed

God’s favour much more than the
sophisticated leaders of Judaism. These
shepherds in their turn became the first

: Dharma-Sakshyam

witnesses of Christ and began to repeat

- what they had been told about him

(Lk 2:17). They were the first mission-
aries who spread the message of salv-
ation to their contemporaries. They
could do this because they were simple
people, ready to accept God’s word
and prcach it to others.

Later during his public ministry
Jesus chose a set of twelve simple people
and allowed them to be his companions
whom he wanted to send out to preach
the same message of salvation (Mk 3:14).
After his resurrection from the dead
Jesus told them: ‘“you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you, and then you will be my witnesses
not only in Jerusalem but throughout
Judea and Samaria, and indeed to the
ends of the earth’ (Acts 1:8). By this
Christ wanted the message of salvation
to be brought to the entire human
race, starting from Jerusalem, the place
where God historically entered into a

dialogue with mankind in the person
of Jesus Christ.

The Acts of the Apostles describes

‘the activity of the early apostolic church

bringing about the realization of this
command of Christ . Unfortunately
the Acts does not record the activities
of all the apostles. It does, in fact,
show the type of work all of them had
to do. It was question of convincing
and converting the stubborn Jews and
the unwilling Gentiles. After his
experience among them Paul wrote:

I3.




























































































































































