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A New Theological Bi-monthly, published in two editions, English and Malayalam.
The whole of Christian Theology has been divided into six areas, each under the
editorship of a Theological expert. Started in 1971, it has easily earned the
reputation of being the best publication on the subject in India.

Subscription rates: English Rs. 15/~ Malayalam Rs. 12/-
Foreign $ 6.

UNSOLICITED. COMMENTS

..it strikes me that an excellent line is being exflored by your editorials and
writers in so much as this review will te the occasion and opportunity for research
which is absolutely necessary in India.

Valerian Cardinal Gracias,
Archbishop of Bombay.

..I have found Jeevadhara one of the most interesting and provecative theological
Journals in the world today. It is creative theology, really post-Vatican II theology.
The editors and contributors should be commended.

Dr. William Cenkner
Catholic University of America
...Your revi:w jJeevadhara has a good reputation among the scholars. In
1973 1 hope to publish a study on the emergence of an Indian Christian theo-
logy with many reference to, and quotations from, your Feevadhara.
Prof. Dr. J. Glazik,
Munster, Germany
.. This is by far the best theological publication we have in India, and can, I

believe, make a decisive coniribution io the growth of an adult, assured and self-
reliant Indian Church.

George Soares Prabhu,
De Nobili College, Poona.
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FOREWORD

Hardly ever gainsaid is the fact that down the ages the Christians
of Kerala have been specially marked for their tender devotion to
St. Thomas, the Apostle of India. It was their rare pride to call
themselves ‘St. Thomas Christians.” Highly just and fitting, therefore,
was their decision to celebrate the nineteenth centenary of the Apostle’s
martyrdom all over Kerala at diocesan as well as parish levels. That
the year-long celebrations were all ecumenically organized by the
united efforts of the various Christian Communities deserves special
note. And this Souvenir is just a humble endeavour to commemorate
the all Kerala Celebrations during the Centenary Year.

The proposal of a Souvenir and the formation of a Committee to
the effect came all too late. The short time at our disposal was made
use of to hammer out this publication from the materials quickly
available. We believe the Souvenir provides ample matter for a fair
understanding of the apostolate of St. Thomas, his martyrdom and the
manifold achievements of the church he founded. The statistical data
nearly give a bird’s eye-view of the present condition of the Kerala
Church. The papal Bull declaring St. Thomas as the “Apostle of India™
and the joint circular of all the Bishops announcing the centenary
celebrations seem significant as historical documents.

The readers are likely to benefit from the notable study of the
centenary motto ‘Sharing the New Life’ and the survey of the epoch-
making events in the Kerala Church History. The impressions of
various great non-christians are priceless in their own way. The few
reports given about the centenary celebrations in various dioceses bear
clear testimony to the general enthusiasm about the Apostle of India.

Attempts are also made through illustrations to give a fairly rich
notion about the apostle’s martyrdom, the churches he founded, the
Kerala Hierarchy and the ancient churches and monuments of historical
importance. Hardly do we claim to have made exhaustive efforts in the
field. The small poetic pieces interspersed are meant to remind us of
the important works which contain them. We regret to note that the
lack of thoroughness in the reports, the statistical data and the subject

materials results from insufficient response from various quarters to our
repeated requests.



Now, we desire to place on record our indebtedness to all those
who have honoured our requests and richly contributed to this Souvenir,
Our gratitude necessarily goes to many individuals and institutions,
especially Dharmaram Collcge, Bangalore, Mar Louis Memorial Press,
Ernakulam and St. Mary’s Convent, Ernakulam for providing us with
many photos and blocks.

Much hard work is put up behind the scene for the success of this
Souvenir by Sri. M. O. Joseph Nedumkunnam, V. Rev. Fr. George
Kottakkal, Sri. C. H. Joseph and many others. Our grateful acknow-
ledgement to them all. Special mention is made with thanks of the
persons and Institutions for their immense help, rendered through
advertisement and greetings. To the authorities of the Parishath Press,
Ernakulam and L. F. I. Press, Thevara we express our deep sentiments
of gratitude for the beautiful printing of the Souvenir.

If the Souvenir has helped in any way to keep up the faintest
memory of the Centenary, we feel more than amply rewarded. We wish
and pray the Centenary will bear rich fruits in the years to come.

Ernakulam, Fr. D. Manickathan, C.M.I.,
27 December 1972. Convener, Souvenir Committee

SOUVENIR COMMITTEE
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Secretariate of State
VATICAN,
29th November 1972

| TSRS RS

On the occasion of the concluding ceremony in Ernakulam of the Centenary
Celebrations commemorating the martyrdom of St. Thomas the Apostle, the Holy
Father has asked me to convey to you his special greetings.

As a mark of his particular interest in the Celebrations His Holiness sent last
April a Special Envoy to represent him in Madras.  Once again it is his pleasure
to express his satisfaction that the entire Church in India should have honoured the
Apostle Thomas with such great devotion and solemnity. He is specially gratified
« that the closing Celebrations are being held in Kerala, where the people have always
shown themselves particularly attached to the memory of the Apostle.

It is the Holy Father’s fervent hope that this solemn commemoration will have
served to confirm the faith of all those taking part, so that like their Patron Martyr
they may witness to the knowledge and love of the Risen Lord with new courage
and conviction.

In pledge of this grace His Holiness imparts once again to the entire Episcopate
of India and to all those who have participated in this manifestation of faith his
Apostolic Blessing.

With fraternal good wishes, I remain

Yours sincerely in Christ,
(Sd.) J. Card. Villot



The Father of the Free India



Sri. V. V. GIRI
The President of India



PRIME MINISTER
New Delhi, November 10, 1972

I have vour letter of October 25.

My good wishes for the success of your plansto com-
memorate the life and work of St. Thomas.

Yours Sincerely

(Sd) Indira Gandhi





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































