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No.F.2-M/77 September 30,1977.

MESSAGE

Dear Shri Kutty,

Please refer to your letter of the 22nd
September, 1977. The President of India desires
me to convey his best wishes for the success of
the 52nd Session of the Indian Philosophical
Congress.

Yours sincerely,

Sd/- A. M. Abdul Hamid
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Information Adviser September 29, 1977

MESSAGE

Dear Sir,

The Prime Minister thanks you for your

letter. He sends his good wishes for the success
of the 52nd session of the Indian Philosophical
Congress, which is being organised by the Gauhati
University, from October 29 to November B Lo frdlo

Yours faithfully,

Sd/-H. Y. Sharada Prasad
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Dr. P. C, Chunder September 30, 1977

MESSAGE

I am glad to learn that the 52nd session of
the Indian Philosophical Congress is being held
under the auspices of the Gauhati University,
Gauvhati from October 29 to November BRESE Lo kp e, -

I send my good wishes on the occasion.

Sd/- Dr. P. C. Chunder






RAJ BHAVAN
SHILLONG
October 13, 1977,

MESSAGE

I am glad to learn that the Reception Committee for the 52nd
Session of the Indian Philosophical Congress, to be held at the Gau-
hati University, has decided to bring out a souvenir or the occasion.
The Congress will be a major event in the intellectual and cultural
life of the north-eastern region, and it is in the fitness of things that
there should be a memento of the occasion in the form of a souversr.

Philosophy may not mow have its wide original mearing, encom-
passing various intellectual disciplines and devoted to the pursuit of
wisdom, and of krowledge, practical and theoretical of things and
their causes, though the original concept is still reflected in a Doc-
torate in a variety of subjects cortinuing to carry the designation,
Doctor of Fhilosophy. But even in the more restricted sense mow
gererally accepied, philosophy continues to be concerned with much
that s of fundamental importance in human life : with wultimate
reality, ard the werking of the human mind; with moral wvalues,
and with basic assumptions of social and political organisations It
still explores the mature and goodness, beauty, truth and knowledge.

We have a great tradition of philosophical thought and studies,
and I believe that the ensuing Session of the Indian Philosophical
Congress will contribute towards the further enrichment of that
tradition. All the world religions, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, ard
Christianity, with their associated philosophies, are represented in
this part of the country. There are, in addition, certair, tribal Te-
ligions - and wvalue-systems im this region which too are a Pprecious
part of our heritage, and deserve a degree of attention which they
have rot received so far, but in which I hope this Session of the
Congress will stimulate greater interest.

While wishing the Session all success, may I express the hope
that it will give some thought to the need for a critical examira-
tion of the assumptions and values of Indian life today ?

; Sd/- L. P. SINGH
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October 14, 1977

MESSAGE

I am glad that the authorities of the Indian
Philosophical Congress have given us the previ-
lege of receiving delegates to the 52nd Session
on the Gauhati University campus. The Session
is being held with the co-operation of the con-
cerned State Governments and academic bodies.
This Souvenir has been published to mark the
happy occasion of the session of the Indian
Philosophical Congress in this eastern part of
our country. I extend my best wishes for the
success of the deliberations during sessions of
the Congress.

54/ Dr. H. K. Baruah






%@/ Mernistos
%ﬂﬁrn

Imphal the 29th Sept. *77

MESSAGE

I am happy to learn that the 52nd Session
of the Indian Philosophical Congress will be held
under the auspices of the Gauhati University
from 29th October to lst November, 1977 along
with the publication of a Souvenir on the Session.

My best wishes for the success of the Session.

Sd/ Yangmasho Shaiza
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CHIEF MINISTER
ASSAM

Assam Sachivalaya,
Gauhati-781 006,
October 26, 1977.

MESSAGE

Intellectual and imaginative power is the most precious
of human qualities. We live in a world of ideas which have
grown in course of the endless pursuit into the realm of
unknown. The history of civilisation in fact follows
the history of the development of ideas as a result of the
endless interaction between the happening of history and
social situations and the human thinking.

Philosophy, which has a prominent role in the growth of
knowledge, does not lead to a denial of social responsibilities.
New questions emerge in our forward march which demand new
approaches. Our history is replete with climaxes in the
world of thought and ideas and they are no less great milestones
than the political, economic and social revolutions.

Philosophy is not assigned a passive role as a common
notion indicates. Human history needs philosophical
scrutiny. We cannot dismiss history as simply a chronicle
of observed happenings nor human action can be brought under
general formulas, historical happenings are unique events in
unique situation.

The human plunge into the realm of unknown never ends.
In the process of his ever continuing quest, man has
definitely unfurled new frontiers but yet more remains
concealed in the womb of mysteries. Great thinkers and
philosophers all through human history have carried on with
the stupendous and significant task of solving the mysteries
and revealing the unknown. The role of our thinkers in
enriching our store of knowledge is indeed great and noble.

I hope the renowned thinkers and philosophers of the
country who have gathered in this ancient seat of learning
for the Indian Philosophical Congress, will stimulate in
this part of the country a meaningful love for knowledge
and truth.

5d/ Sarat Chandra Sinha

A message was also received from
Assam’s Education Minister thanking
the organisers for the ‘noble wventure’
of publishing the Souvenir.

—Editor
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SOME ASPECTS OF ASSAM VAISHNAVISM
OF SANKARDEVA
by
KOG Das

Assam  Vaishnavism G  variously
called Mahapurusiyg dharma, Eksha-
raniya dharma, Bhagavati dharrma ete.
was founded by Mahapurusha Sankar-
deva, who was born in 1449 AD_ in
Bardowa or Vatadrava in Nowgong
distriet. His parents Kusumbar Bhu-
yvan and Satyasandhya were Kayastha
by caste and descendents of the illus-
trious Barabhuyan. Thus Sankardeva
was older than both Vallabhacharya,
the founder of Shuddhadvaita in the

south and also Chaitanyadeva, the
founder of Bengal Vaishnavism, other
wise known as Achintyabhedabheda

or identity-in-difference. Bengal Vai
shnavism  is also called Madhava-
Gaudiya school, as it was said to be
associated with Madhvism_  The chie
current of Assam Vaishnavism wa.
formulated and worked out by San-
kardeva and his worthy disciple Shr
Madhavdeva, while its minor branche.
or sects were founded by Damodar-
deva, Harideva, Bhattadeva and other.
bearing the respective names of their
founders. It is evident from the gene-
alogical and biographical evidences
that Sankardeva’s forefathers were
followers of either Saivism or Shakt-
ism, which were prevalent in this land
from long time past. In this land of
variety of people living in backward
uncommon creative genius, inborn

various forms of amimism, fetishism
and totemism. Such wide differences
in faith gave rise to differences in ethi-
cal ideas and ideals, social ethos and
customs. Amidst such a social and spi-
ritual back-ground, Sankardava spent
his early chilhood, and despite all
reverses coming upon his early career,
his extraordinary genius and fore-
sight, wisdom and devotism enabled
him to formulate a true religion of
humanity and to usher in an age of
enaissance in Assam,

Sankardeva’s towering persona-
lity bridged, as it were, earth and
heaven. He was at first householder
and married twice without being sub-
jected to the allurements of the flesh
or mundane bondage. He had exqui-
site beauty, health and vigour of the
physique and was gifted with rare
qualities of head and heart, and those
sterling qualities of mind and body
enabled him to live for about six score
years inspite of the life-long stress
and strain of mental and physical
labour. Sankardeva’s mission was to
reawaken spiritual consciousness in
men, to teach dharma as the term con-
notes, to recover social justice and
equality and to liberate humanity
here and hereafter from ignorance and
suffering. His prodigies of childhood,
uncommon creative genius, inborn
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spiritual power and experience, pro-
found wisdom and knowledge made
him worthy of his mission, He was
well-versed in Indian thought and
culture and was adept in various fine
arts. He with a host of disciples hea-
ded by Sri Madhavdev rejuvenated
and gave a new orientation to the lin-
guistic and cultural life of Assam and
established kirtanghars and village
Namghar the centres of religious and
social life of the people. These insti-
tutions are indeed wunique in their
kind.

Sankardev’s mission was to for-
mulate g practical religion for the peo-
ple of the Kali age who are naturally
unfit for the practice of higher religi-
ons demanding higher virtues of head
and heart. He, therefore restrained
himself from logical disputations and
philosophical controversies showing
his affiliation into any of the systems
of philosophy He appeared to have
accepted the religious views of the
Bhagavat vpurang and the essence of
the upanisadic teachings presented in
that purana. Unlike other sects of
Vaishnavsm the Mahapurusiya sect c¢{
Assam and Bengal Vaishnavism of Sri
Chaitanya desisted from writing phi-
losophical commentaries or building
up any philosophical system or school
The works of Sri Sankardeva and
Madhavdeva contain some of the
essential ideas and tenets pertaining to
Advaita Vedanta, Samkhya-yoga, tht
Gita ete. in relevant places to add to
the weight and fertility of the discus-
sion. It does not seem proper to call
Assam Vaishnavism either Advaita
Vedantic or : Vishistadvaitic on the
basis of scattered and occasional re-
ferer under different contexts. The

~
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reliability on the authority of the Bha-
gavat purana was stated clearly by
both Sankardeva and Madhavdeva,
‘cari veda astadasha
purana yateka Sastra
parama vedanta Bhagavata’.
(Sankardeva)

The Bhagavata is the highest ve-
danta among the four vedas, eighteen
puranas and other scriptures.

In his ‘Bhakti Ratnakara’,
kardeva further states
essence of his view :
Ekam Sastram Devakiputra

Eko devo Devakiputra eva’
Karmapyekam tasya devasya seva,
Mantashyekah tasya devasya nama’,
(Sankardeva)
scripture is only one sung by the son
of Devaki, God is indeed one, the son
of Devaki, the work also is one i.e. his
worship and chanting of His name is
the only mantra.

Sankardeva’s monotheism and his
belief in the authority of the Bhaga-
vata are expressed in the above verse
in . unambiguous term = Sankardeva
did not think it worthwhile either to
write 3 commentary on the Vedanta
sutra or on the Bhagavata but he
showed his indebtedness to the com-
mentary of Sreedharswami. He cons-
ciously desisted himself from philoso-
phical disputations or logical argu-
mentation because  such mental
attitude was considered detrimental
towards religious belief and cne-poin-
ted devotion. He put into his religious
philosophy most of the essences of
Vedanta, Sankhya, yoga and upani-
shadic thoughts refraining himself at

San-
clearly the

geetam

the same time from an attempt to
develop - aneclectic philesophy. His
devotional cult seems to combine



absolute surrender to the Lord as ad-
vocated by the Gita, association with
the devotees as taught by Bhagavat-
gita and nama-dharma from Padma
Purana
Sankardeva established superi-
ority of whole-hearted devotion over
the jnana (knowledge) and karma
(religious rites and performances).
Spiritugl knowledge and fruits of
vedic rites and religious performances
are attained in due course through in-
tense devotion and absolute surrender
to the Divine will. The question of
fitness (adhikaritva) is not there in
devotion, and every individual irres-
pective of caste, creed and profession
can be true devotee of God. Sankar-
deva wrote this in emphatically :
‘var yena mati kare vedak vyakhyan
nija dharma bhakatik tyaji vaje an’.
people interpret the Vedas according
to one’s own interest and predilections
and devotes oneself to Something
leaving aside his own religion of de-
votion, Madhavadeva also writes de-
nouncing karma kanda that was highly
prevalent during their time, He wrote
thus :
‘Karmata vishvasa yar
hiyate thakante Hari
atishaya dura honta tara’.
God goes too far from him who has
faith in religious rites (karma) leaving
aside God as his indwelling spirit.
God as the supreme object of reli-
gion is truly transcendent, formless
and devoid of qualities. But the de-
votees impose upon the nameless and
formless Divine Being numerous
names and forms and realise pure bliss
and Divine mercy  through devotion
and self-surrender, This was clearly
stated by Sankardeva thus :

‘Tapa japa Sannyasa parama
mahadane,

napawe amak sakhi yoga mahajnane

kewale bhakati eke moka kare

vasya’.
‘My friend, I am beyond reach of me-
ditation, japa, renunciation great

charity, yoga and profound know-
ledge, but absolute devotion alone can
conquer Me’,

To Sankardeva devotion (bhakti)
is the essence of religion and pointed
devotion to the supreme Being as the
basis of religion was taught by most
of the religious teachers of the world
and the Bhagavat Purana and the
Gita. Without devotion, knowledge
becomes dry and impotent, Spiritual
knowledge dawns in devotion and is
sustained and nourished by selfless de-
votion to Godhead. Jnana-yoga, Karma-
voga and Bhakti-yoga all these have a
common goal and their aim is to help
self-realisation and attainment of the
summum bonum. But for the people of
our age with inadequate spiritual
knowledge and with impure heart,
there can be no other suitable and
simpler religion other than chanting
the names of God and . serving Him
with selfless devotion and absolute re-
nunciation. It is written in Nama-
ghosa by Madhadeva :

*Hari guna kirtana Kalir nija
dharma,
janivaha shamasta sastrara marma’
The religion for the age of Kali is to
devote oneself to chanting the quali-
ties of God and this indeed is the ess-
ence of all religions scriptures. San-
kardeva was against image-worship,
but he did not prohibit either concen-
trating on mental image of Lord
Krishna at the time of prayer by the




























































































































































































































































