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FOREWORD

Fr. LUKE O.F. M.Cap.,S.T. L., L. S. S., Ph. D. (Semitics)

The first eleven chapiers of the book of Genesis are
generally known as prehistory: they purport to narrate the history
of humanity in the span of time between its absolute beginnings at
the moment of creation and the appearance of the patriarch
Abraham on the scene of history. The chapters are quite fasci-
nating, which is the reason why numerous studies of the
section as a whole, or of individual items in the chapters, are appe-
aring in the professiomal journals all over the world. Jews and
Christians alike have published so many monographs and articles

that it is altogether impossible for the individual specialist to
go through all of them.

However, the first chapters of Genesis are full of diffi-
culties, a fact that is openly avowed by professional scholars, and
if these men have such an experience, one can easily imagine what
will be the feelings of non-specialists as they open their Old Testa-
ment and start reading the book of Genesis. We know that some
people close the Bible in disgust after they have read a few
chapters, others are surprised at the old-fashioned, unscientific
views regarding the origin of the world and man, still others get
so frightened at the problems that they simply stop reading and
thinking. In spite of all this we have to state that Gen. 1-11 is
of paramount importance for our faith, and this part of the
Scriptures must be read repeatedly and meditated upon in order
that we may be able to draw from them nourishment for
our spiritual life. To help the non-specialist ‘to read this
part of the Old Testament with profit and interest, and even
enjoyment, there is need of books that are written in not too
technical a style and offer accurate information. Mr. Pallithanam’s
““Adhya Utampadi, Part 1” is a book that admirably answers
the need of the times in the realm.
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The author who is well known to the Catholic
community needs no special introduction. Perhaps many people
may not be aware that he, of his own initiative, has taken
all the trouble to study biblical science, that he has given
up all temporal occupations and work in order to devote all
his time to the study of sacred sciences. Now he offers the
Christian public of Kerala a fine synthesis of his studies
dealing with Gen. 1-11 and its problems as well as the
stories of the Patriarchs. Writing an exegetical work in
Malayalam is something very difficult, but in spite of it
Mr. Pallithanam bas succeeded in producing a remarkably

original work in our language, for which he deserves our
gratitude and appreciatien.

The auther gives a detailed exposition of the meaning
of the sacred text, an expositicn that is technically accurate
and is at the same time easily understandable to the non-
specialist; it will help the readers to grasp the sense the
sacred writer intends to convey. The meaning the inspired
author wants to communicate to his readers, we must remember,
is the very message of salvation that God communicates to
us in and through. His Word-the Scriptures. I can say
without the least exaggeration that Mr. Pallithanam has succeeded
very well in highlighting the specific message of the opening
chapters of the Bible.

The Bible is a book that is historically conditioned, and
the Old Testament was composed by a group of people
belonging to the Semitic family. Because of this the Semitic
traditions of antiquity (which are known to us from the
literatures of Mesopotamia and Cannan) have left a lasting
imprint on the Old Testament; it must not be forgotten that
Egyptian traditions too have exercised some sort of influence
upon the sacred writers. Mr. Pallithanam has carefully
discussed the nen-biblical sources, clearly pointing out where
they converge with, and where they diverge from the traditions
of the people of Israel. His discussions on Enuma Elish, the
Babylonian poem of creation, for example, should prove most
fascinating to the reader.
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Perhaps some readers may feel surprised and even
scandalized at the modern way of interpreting Gen. 1-11,
but they should bear in mind the fact that the conclusions
specialists have arrived at are the result of careful study.
Very often surprise and scandal are the outcome of ignorance,
false notions regarding the Bible, or even prejudice, and if
some of the statements in Mr. Pallithanam’s book may appear
startling to any reader, ke should remember that they are
made after deep study and mature deliberation, ‘

In the West there are numerous laymen who are
experts in theology, biblical science, etc., but uufortunately in
India we do not have many people of that type, though in
the Christian community there are eminent men who are
experts in law, science, economics, and the like. Sacred
sciences are not the monopoly of the clergy; they belong to
the whole community of God’s pecople, and though each and
every member of the different Christian Churches may not be
in a position to master them, the ideal is that they should
be masters. Mr. Pallithanam has shown by his work how an
educated and zealous laymap can easily master the sacred
sciences and make positive contributions in the field of biblical
science. I congratulate him on the ‘fine book he has written,
and my advice to the faithful is “tolle et lege,” ‘‘take and
read.”” Reading alone is not enough: there is need of
meditation and study. Every educated Christian in Kerala
must procure for himself a copy of Mr. Pallithanam’s book,
and Ican assure him that he will find it most fascinating.
Finally I pray to God to bless our author, give him good health,
help him to find joy in his work, and thus promote the cause
of Christ and his Church.

Sd / Fr. LUKE,
Ca lvary Ashram,
Trichur - 680004.
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