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To
Rov.Pr. Aloysius D, Fernandesz,
Pathanaathitta.

Doar Bev. Pr. Aloysius,

8incc some yoars - 2 or 3 - you were conducting somo
sceainars for the youth of the northern arva of our dioccesc.
Some of the Rev.Pathers of that arca woere approhcenaive about
theso sceminars. But I had no ovidence as to whother there was
anything uwnorthodox. Bonee I did not interfeore.

It is now reliably lecarncd that the sominar is going
the leftiat way. I regrot to have to say that this is wrong and
honce not to be fostered. last May Your Reweronce with somc
others made a public appeel in the nows paper asking the public
%0 vote for the Marxist led Leftiat Front. It was unfortunate.

I thought your part in it was unitontional and may be casual.
But now it mcoms you are moving further in that line. The last
seminar you conductcd during the Pooja holidays in our Mavelik-
ara English Medium Schoel is reported to hawve been guided by the
Dynamic Action Group of Thiruwalls, which is definitely marxist
in vicws.

Doar Fr. Aloy=iuns, plcoase give up all your apprecia-
tion for this group and stop all your connections with it. I ox-
hort you in the namc of God to mtop those scminars, Pleasc do
not leed our youth to the marxist arca. You do know that marxissm
is atheistic and is condemncd by the Church, Lot us be faithful
mainisters of the Church ant of God, faithful to the toachings of
the Church and of God. I know you wish 0 bo active, But ba mo-4
;ava for God -~ not against God, for the Church - not againat the

I sm asking the Sistors not to allow thc school for
these sominars. Plcaso tako to prayer and open your hcart to the
Holy Spirit without preconceived idcas so that He may guide youy
I pray for you.

¥ith cordisl blessing,

Yours fraternally in Jesua,
.'

ce: To all tha Rov.Fathers, LON.
Rorthern arca,

*:‘0"'4.1
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Pathnamthitta

From, _ _ ; 27.10. 1982
Fr. Aloysius D. Fernandez . Fr. Jose J. Kaleekal
Guardian Angel Church R | Our Lady of Lourdes Church
Pathanamthitta 689 645 Cheriyanad 689 511
Quilon Dist. Alappuzha Dist.

Dear Bishop,

Received with thanks your letter dt. 14. 10. 1982 (ref. No. 786/82).
Since the points you raise in the letter directly concern the two of us, we
think it opportune that we both together respond to it.



Your letter has pointed out two major issues -~ one, unorthodoxy; the
other, the public support of the leftist front. Regarding these, we would like
to give you the following explanations.

1. Unorthodoxy: As Catholic priests, our primary commitment is to
Jesus and to his teaching. Every other concern, we find as secondary. Hence;
any talk about orthodoxy has to be tested against this commitment to Christ.
All through the Bible, we see that God has taken sides with the oppressed
(Micah 6:10-11; Is. 3:12-15; Amos 5:10-11). Jesus, the concrete and ulti-
mate manifestation of God’s love, through his life-style and proclamation
has made this option, clear beyond any doubt (Lk. 16:19- 32). He not only
called the poor blessed but he himself was poor and lived with the poor. He
was with the marginalized of his time and proclaimed that God is on their
side. That is what we understand by his promise of the Kingdom to the poor.

On the other side, we:find that he took a clear stance against the rich.
The curses and woes he hurled at them explain his basic option (Mt. 23:
1-33; Lk. 11:37-53; 20: 45-47). From his disciples, he demanded similar
option without counting the cost (Mt. 8:19-22; Lk. 9:57-62).

Having this picture of Jesus and his call in mind, we cannot but stand
with the oppressed of our day if we want to be orthodox to his teaching and
to his mission. We are aware that this option'will bring us into conflict with
persons and structures which keep the poor always in a state of oppression
and exploitation. This is only natural because Jesus-alsohad to face the very
same fate. In fact, it was his own religious leaders who sided with the rich
and the ruling class that ostracized him; rejected him and finally put him to
death. Hence we are not surprised to see that some people find our option
questionable. The option we expressed in our classes and dealings is
motivated by a sincere and authentic desire to follow the footsteps of the
Lord who identified with the marginalized & stood for their cause.

2. Support of the Leftist Front: Our radical option forces us to join
hands with persons and movements that work for the liberation of the
oppressed (Lk. 4:18-19; 9:49-50; Mk. 9:38-40). This does not mean that we
blindly swallow any ideology or that we have sold ourselves to any political
party. It is true that during the last election, we had publicly supported the
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Left Front. Being neutral meant a culpable irresponsibility. There is not a
position as neutral at all ( - in fact, you have sided with the Rightist Front-).
We had to take a stance. In spite of the drawbacks and shortcomings of the
Marxist led Left Front, we found that they basically stood for the oppressed;
that they were against communalism and totalitarian tendencies. Their
position, we believe, is more with the Gospel values. The fact that we gave
support to the Left Front does not mean that we subscribe to the Marxian
philosophy of dialectical materialism which is basically atheistic.

Here we would like to pose the question whether the Right Front is
theistic; what one means by theism and atheism. In the Bible we find that
the oppression of the poor is equivalent to the denial of God (Is. 1:3-17;
Hos.cc. 2,3,4&6). On the other hand, defending the cause of the poor and
giving justice to the oppressed is seen as acknowledging God (Jer. 22:16). In
fact, it is impossible to be a believer and at the same time an oppressor
(James 2:14-17). Jesus has categorically affirmed that one cannot be a
believer and a capitalist at the same time; one has to choose between God
and money (Mt. 6:24; Lk. 16:13). In the light of these and similar Bible
passages, we believe that today to side with the Rightist Front, which
basically stands for capitalist values, is equivalent to the denial of God.

Further, we would like to bring to your notice that the very Church that
has condemned Marxism in the times past, has officially invited her children
through the documents of Vatican II for a critical collaboration with the
atheists. It is also noteworthy that the Church has acknowledged that her
attitude in the past has contributed to the growth of atheism in the modern
world (cfr. Gaudium et Spes: numbers 19,20&21). This being the official
stand of the Church, we are surprised to see that you ask to give up all our
appreciation for and stop all our connections with people and groups that
struggle and suffer for the liberation of the oppressed of our country (Act.
4:16-19).

In conclusion, we thank you once again for the frankness you showed in
expressing your apprehensions concerning our stand. We do sincerely hope
that this explanation would sufficiently clarify our position and that you would
wholeheartedly support and encourage our involvement for the cause of the
oppressed and that you would give the necessary directives to the Rev.
Sisters to open up the school for similar programmes.



Yours ever sincerely in Lord Jesus,

sd/- sd/-
Fr. Aloysius D. Fernandez & Fr. Jose J. Kaleekal

et
To all Rev. Fathers, Northern area, Quilon diocese.
To the Headmistress, Infant Jesus School, Mavelikara.
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Dear Bishop,

We came to know about you letter addressed to Fr. Aloysius D.
Fernandez, asking him to stop the seminars for youth at Mavelikara. We
would like to express our reactions to the same.

We regret to note that you did not call those involved and discuss the
matter at length before levelling such serious allegations as mentioned in
your letter; instead you took action depending totally on certain ‘reliable
sources’. Such a step will only be detrimental to the spirit of fraternal
relationship between the bishop and his priests, the spirit of dialogue and
co-operation and trust in your priests.

We understand that the seminars at Mavelikara were motivated by a
desire to conscientise our people. The Alleppey Zonal meeting of QSSS had
arrived at such decision at its meeting on 21, 1978 at Charummood.

The main thrust of the education programme at Mavelikara was Social
Justice in its various Biblical viewpoints and the application of the Biblical
message of Liberation in our present socio-political context. Analysis of
society is a must in the pursuit of social justice and the Marxian analysis of
society is accepted as valid tool for scientific social analysis. Therefore it is
wrong to level charges of atheism, marxism and unorthodoxy, while in fact it
is just the opposite: i.e., an effort ‘to reveal the authentic face of God and
religion’ (Guadium et Spes, no. 19).

We also dissent your efforts to deny the diocesan schools to conduct
programmes for the benefit of the Anawim.

We cannot be indifferent to the global struggle for a new Society, more
so while the Church repeatedly reaffirms its commitment to the cause of the
downtrodden. Our commitment too is to Christ and to his Good News to the
Poor. We affirm our option to the cause of the poor. Hope you will
appreciate our stand.




Yours in Christ,

1. Fr. Joseph Thomas sd/-
2. Fr. Jose K. Kaleekal sd/-
3. Fr. Vincent Maccado sd/-
4. Fr. Romance Antony sd/-
5. Fr. Antony John sd/-
6. Fr. Jose Puthenveedu sd/-
7. Fr. Walter Morris sd/-
8. Fr. Ferdinand Peter sd/-
9. Fr. Solomon A. sd/-
10. Fr: Jerome Augustine sd/-
11. Fr. Augustine Issac sd/-
12. Fr. Benedict Paul sd/-
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