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Catholic Mission House,
Kottarakara P. O.
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JoMd.

Quilon, 23-XIl-*24.

Dear Rev Father,

| was sorry not to have been able to see you
when you calld here. However, | read carefully your
communication and | shall not omit to apprise the
Sacred Oriental Congregation of your proposal. Mean-
while, you will continue praying and working for the
good object you have in view, and for which | invoke
upon you, dear father, the abundance of Divine
blessings.

Yours Sincerely in Christ,

(Sd.) T Alexis Henry M. Lepicier 0.S. M.,
Abp. of Tarsus & Visitor Ap- to India

To

The Rev Fr Gregory, C. D.
Catholic Mission House,
Kottarakara, P O

1
=$
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To my beloved brothers in the Missions,

With a heart full of gratitude to you my dear brothers, | am
writing to you, on my return from my one-month long visit to
our missions in the Morth (Jan. 19 — Feb. 17, 1980), where |
have had a unique experience of your exquisite charity and the
wonderful hospitality of our sisters.

This visit gave me untold joy, rich material for deep reflec-
tion and fresh energy to be up and doing at this Central
Secretariate for Evangelization.

UNTOLD JOY

It was a matter of untold joy to me to see with my own
eyes the realization of :

1) the forecast of the Venerable Prelate who directed our First
Fathers.in choosing their way of life with the question: “'If
the few elite like you withdraw into the wilderness for
prayer who will be there to instruct the people in the
world?’* Today that Prelate as well as our Founding
Fathers look upon our missions from heaven and thank
God for that first inspiration;

2) the expectations of our Congregation which presented the
very cream of her sons to be the leaders of our missionaries
in the North - her beloved sons - now Bishops Januarius,
Clemens, Paulinus, Gratian and Jonas;



3)

4)

i Ly

the dreams of our Prior Generals and Provincials who prayer-
fully picked out the very ones the Master had foreseen for
His work in the field;

the dreams of our Founder-Father Kuriakose Elias in founding
convents in Kerala for the all-round formation of our girls,
many of whom are now, among “‘the Brave Virgins’® who
turn out tremendous work in the “‘Vineyards'’ of the north;
and finally.

the prophecy of Fr. Lucius (senior) who, 14 years ago, at a
reception at Dharmaram. asserted with unflinching cer-
tianty, that | (then Prior General) would, before long,
travel through our missions stretching right from the
Himalayas to Kerala, visiting our brothers spread all over,
from station to station.

RICH MATERIAL FOR DEEP REFLECTION

The following are episodes of perennial edification which

are already on the lips of many.

1)

2)

4)

thatof Bishop Januarius winning over with an intrepid
look and serene waords, the ring leader Francis who came
to attack him with a stick, in his ““cottage’ at Balharshah.

that of Fr. Daniel Thottakkare winning over the first six
families of Brahmapuri by his honesty and integrity of
character,

that of Fr. Zacharias Moorkattil declining the offer for
transfer from Navada where the previous night he had but
a narrow escape from a bullet from a ruffian’s gun, and

that of Bishop Gratian turning a formidable critic, by his
Christ-like behaviour, into a worshipping friend who dedi-
cated last January, the first number of his new journal to

Bishop Gratian's Christmas message and to articles on
Christ whose witness Bishop Gratian is.
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Here follow just a few specimen from my recent collection:

|

The “Blessed Virgin of the Mahwah Tree"" at Vetoonipally
who drove away the evil one who had established his reign on
the tree and around, “'the Blessed Virgin of the Silvani Tree’
who presides over the Silvani project with the inspiring leader-
ship of Fr. Diego and co., Fr. Christian’s ""Supreme Pontificate’
over the village “Poojaries” and the Cross set up by them on
their traditional “Tree of Worship” the reign of the Sacred
Heart in the recess of the Adivasi forest of Bastar and the Cross
on the hill-top of Kanker, set up by Fr. Thomas Vadaparampil.

I1

The beautifully painted churches at Bellampalli and Warur
which offer wonderful catechetical aid to the neophites, the
sweet melody of Bhajans from the lips of young Catholic
boys and girls (more the 1200 of them) of the several
Children’s Homes of Chanda, who sing at the best of their
voices and the height of their devotion, the marvellous effect
of cultural programmes in local dialects, like dances, dramas
and music concerts, arranged by Frs. A Thaliaparampil,
Michael Palamparampil and the group of our Regents at Sagar
and Fr. L. F. Jose’s, Cultural Centre which has become an
attraction to the elite of Jamnagar and suburbs.

III

The youthful Postulant communities vibrant with joy and
cheer, at Meerut (Bijnor), Pally (Jagdalpur), Sagar and Tukum
(Chanda) getting themselves prepared for, and dreaming of
heroic adventures for the Lord of the Harvest, the intrepid
missionary in Bishop Clemens who with a limping leg travels
about, visiting stations and presiding over functions with
youthful energy, Fr. Joseph Savio Pattara who lavishes his
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originality and initiative in the planning of schools for children
and in relief projects for the poor and needy (Surendranagar
-Morvi), Fr. M. S. Kandathil‘s marvellous ability to move easily
with the poor and illiterate and to become their trusted friend
so as to bring warm sunshine to the villagers of Gangaloor and
the “Muni* in Fr Augustine Manjooran whose company
gives you an experience of the zeal of Elija for the Lord God
ot Sabbath.

v

The ‘'Prayer Group’ of Sionj under the leadership of
Fr. J. Alengattukaran which thrills the villagers and their
accredited “Guru'’ and transforms them into admirers of Christ
and seekers of Christ-experience, the charming liturgical and
paraliturgical prayer of Kothgaon, Karithgaon and Keskal
that invite several of the villagers for daily prayers with
Frs. Thomas Tharappel, Simon Joseph Puthukulangara,
Bro. Joseph Incheri and co., Fr. Michael Purattukara’s way
of life as a ““Guru‘* among the villagers, Dharsans of
“Guruji Dominic (OSB) and “Girnar Devi’” on the Girnar
Hills and the Ashram building of Sr. Aquina and co., at Rajkot.

A

The marvellous achievements of our missionarie in the
short period eight years, at the cost of heroic adventures, at
Kotdwara, Bijnor, Navada, Najibabad and Satpuli not to speak
of the other nine stations of Bijnor which | could not visit,
the Masterplan of Bishop jonas for the Mission of Raikot
unanimously accepted by his missionaries, creative of wonder-
ful attraction to every one concerned, "‘the man of prayer” in
Bishop Paulinus, ever calm and serene, meeting undisturbed,
the problems of the unique Adivasi Belt of Bastar, and silently
scoring success after success in the name of the Lord, as also
Bishop Jonas’ ever-increasing Trust in the!Sacred Heart of
Jesus reaping its marvellous fruits day by day.
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long
you.

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

What one feels almost everywhere in the Missions of
the North is a general allergy of the people to flesh
-meat and in some particular areas, to certain forms
of it.

REFLECTIONS

My reflections on this and other rich material | have been.
to collect from our Missions have confirmed me in my
-standing personal convictions which | wish to shars with

In the actual historical situation of our Congregation, our
formation cannot be considered complete unless one gets
a fairly good experience of the life in the missions.

We have a tremendous lot to do in conscientizing our-
selves and the public on our various mission challenges.

In acculturation programmes, primary importance has to
be given to adoption of vegetarian food by us, at least
while in the missions. | do admit it will be a heroic
venture but | feel it is very important,

C. M. l.s with specialization in Theology, Sacred Scri-
pture and Spiritual Theology should give priority to calls
from our missions where our missionaries need up-dating
and the enormous number of sisters (including Novices)
look for Courses from the best authorities available in India.

Memoirs of each missionary and the chronicles of each
mission station form the bulk of our Congregation’s family
wealth Hence the missionaries should find time to enrich our
Congregation in this respect, even though they will hardly
find time to afford to write memoirs and chronicles. They
can be assured that correspondence of the kind will be
kept as sacrosanct in the archives and will eventually form
the source material for studies on our missions.
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6) What the teeming millions of India seek above all is the
“Darsan”’ the blessing and the guidance of genuine ‘'Gurus’’,

FRESH ENERGY

Now | am again at my desk with renewed energy and |
am sending you a copy of the first number of the Mission
Bulletin which | am sure you will like. | request you to pray
for me and notto deny any help you can render me in my
work, in the form of mission news, memoirs, new mission
challenges, happy suggestions, recommendations etc.

With prayerful best wishes, sweet memories, humble
gratitude,

Yours devotedly in Our Lord,

Fr. Canisius, C. M. I
Secretary for Evangelization.
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